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— Mr. Secretary, 4, 8, 63, 75, 76, 87, 90, 169, 170, 226, 229, 
272, 364, 365, 391, 418, 452, 501, 504, 675, 682, 657, 694, 719. 
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Weſtern, Mr. 359 
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Wigley, Mr. 737, 746, 771, 772, 773» 791» 795 

Wilberforce, Mr. 71, 103, 10G, 253, 274, 407, 408, 460, 506, 533, 731 

Windham, Right Hon. W. 45, 1;5, 225, 273, 533, 559, 684, 749» 
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Young, Sir W. 70, 268, 411, 466, 619, 
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Aurrzc A; the Houſe in a Committee on the American Treaty, 666 


Army Extraordinarics; Debate on the motion for granting a ſum for 
army extraordinarics, 225, 559, 748. 


B. 


Bank; Mr. Sheridan moves for the repayment of the advances made to 
Government by the Bank, 10— Debate on Mr. Pitt's motion for the 
ſecond reading of the bill for confirming the Order of Council reſpect- 
ing the Bank, 64— Converſation reſpecting the commitment of the bill, 
71 —Debate on the motion for the Speaker's leaving the chair, 76— 
Debate reſumed, 1 29—Decbate on the Committee's Report, 151—Mr. 
Sheridan moves for copies of the repreſentations made to Government 
by the Bank with reſpect to the advances to the Emperor, 179—Debate 
on the Report of the Committee reſumed, 181, 188, 226, 275—Debate 
on vir W. Pulteney's motion reſpecting the time the Bank ſhould be 
reſtrained from paying in caſh, 276—Copies of all communications be- 
tween the Directors of the Bank and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
reſpecting advances to Government, &c. 301—Debate on Mr. Grey's 
moving certain reſolutions reſpecting the ſame, 468—on Sir W. Pulte- 
ney's motion for erecting a new Bank, 657—on Mr. Pitt's motion for 
continuing the reſtrictons of payments in ſpecie at the Bank, 738— 
Debate reſumed, 744 | 


a 


x INDEX TO THE SECOND VOLUME, 


Budget; Mr. Pitt brings forward his ſecond Budget during the ſeſſion, 


365 — Third Budget brought forward, 761 - Debate on it, 775. 


C. 


Cattle; Debate on the bill to prevent the foreſtalling, &c. of cattle, 5 1 
on the motion for the Speaker's leaving the chair, 728 —n Mr, 
Mainwaring's motion to go into a Committee, 747 on the Com- 
mitte's Report, 756 : 

Corn Bill; Converſation reſpecting it, 178, 189, 274 

County-Rate Bill; Debate on the motion for its ſecond reading, 363— 
reſumed, 418. 


D. 


Domingo, Saint ; Debate on Mr, St, John's motion to recall the Britiſh 
troops from thence, 497. 


E. 


Eaft-India Judicature; Debate on the ſame, 774 Mr. Dundas's motion 
for a Committee to conſider the ſtate of the finances in India, 783— 
Heads of Mr. Dundas's ſpeech, Dec. 20, 1796, on the finances of 


the Eaſt-India Company, 797. 


H. 


Hatſell, Mr., his Letter to the Speaker, entreating the Houſe to appoint 
Mr. Ley his Deputy Clerk, 779. 


J. 


Jervis, Sir John; his letter acknowledging the thanks of the Houſe, 360. 
Inland Navigation: The Houfe in a Committee on the bill, 567 
Inverkeithing Election; Names of the Members to try the merits of the 
petition againſt that election, 64—the election declared valid, 177 
Ireland; Debate on Mr. Fox's motion reſpecting the ſtate of it, 106— 
Meſſage from the King touching his ſending remittances to Ireland, 


392. 
K. 


King, The; a meſſage from him requiring proviſion to be made for a loan 
to the Emperor, and for ſending remittances to Ireland, 392 — Debate 
on the ſame, 303—-Meſſage fromhim reſpecting the marriage of the 
Princeſs Royal with the Hereditary Prince of Wirtemburgh, 412— 
Addreſs to the King for the ſame, 412—The King's reply, 415 De- 
bate on the motion for granting So, oool. as the Princeſs Royal's mar- 
riage portion, 415—Meflage from the King reſpecting the mutiny at the 
Nore, 675—Proclamations reſpecting the mutiny at the Nore, &c. 
676-7—Meſſage from the King reſpecting a loan to the Queen of Por- 
tugal, 774—His ſpeech on cloſing the ſeſſion of Parliament, 795. 


L. 


Lands; Sir J. Sinclair moves for leave to bring in a bill for the encloſure 
of waſte and uncultivated lands, &c. 73 ; | 
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Loans; Debate on Mr. Sheridan's motion for an inquiry-into the conſiſ- 
tency of granting farther loans to his Imperial Majeſty, under the pre- 
ſent circumſtances, 190 -Meſſage from the King relating to a loan to 
the Emperor, 392—Converſation on the ſame ſubject, 412 —-Mr. Pitt 
moves tor a bonus to the ſubſcribers to the Loyalty Loan, 667, 680. 


M, 


Macklin, Mr. ; Petition from him for leave to diſpoſe of his gallery of 
pictures by chance, 753 

Manning, Mr.; Debate on the motion to allow him to ſtamp a promiſſory 
note with the legal ſtamp to make it valid, 746—the motion nega- 
tired, 773 | 

Millar, Dr. John; Mr. Fox preſents a petition from him reſpecting 
abuſes in the management of matters of revenue, 138 

Mliniſters; Debate on Mr. Alderman Combe's motion to addreſs the King 
to diſmiſs them, 514 

Minority, Lis, of, on Mr. Whitbread's motion for a vote of cenſure on 
Mr. Pitt for his delay reſpecting the increaſe of the ſeamen's wages, 
458 On Mr. Grey's motion for a Parliamentary Reform, 656 | 

Moſtyn, Sir Thomas; his letter decjiying to make any defence to the po- 
tition againſt his being elected Member for Flintſhire, 389, | 


N. 
New ſpaper-Duty Bill; Debate on it, 734, 744. 


P. 


Parliament; Debate on the motion to enable His Majeſty to call Parlia- 
ment together within fourteen days, 791 - reſumed, 793 

Peace; Debate on Mr, Pollen's motion reſpecting it, 32 5 

Princeſs Royal; Debate on the motion for granting her So, oool. as a mar- 
riage portion, 415 

Priſoners; Mr. Keene moves for an account of the number of French pri- 
ſoners, &c. in the kingdom, 75 

Public Debts; Mr. Pitt moves for a Committee to inquire into the ſlate 
of them, 1 Names of the Committee, 62. 


R. 


Reform in Parliament; Debate on Mr. Grey's motion for it, 577, 


4, 


8. 


Seamen ;- Debate on the motion for an increaſe of their pay, 418 Con- 
verſation reſpecting the delay in granting that increaſe, 426 Debate 
on Mr. Whitbread's motion for a vote of cenſure on Mr. Pitt for delay- 
ing preſenting the eſtimate of the ſum neceſſary for defraying an incxeaſe 
of pay to the ſeamen, &c. 4.36—Copies of the papers publiſhed by the 
Seamen, Lords of the Admiralty, &c, &c, zelative to the mutiny, 566 
—Mr, Sheridan notices certain papers circulated by the ſeamen, 5380 
Meſſage from the King reſpecting the mutiny at the Nore, 67 5 Pro- 
clamations on the ſame, 676-) - Debate on the King's meſſage, 68; — 
Mr. Pitt moves to bring in a bill for the better prevention and puniſh- 
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ment of attempts to excite {edition and mutiny in His Majeſty's ſervice, 
699—Debate on the ſame, 705, 712—Papers explanatory of the debate, 
72 

Seditious Meetings, &c.; Debate on Mr. Fox's motion to repeal the 
Treaſon and Sedition Bills, 533 

Sinecure Places, &c.; Debate on Mr. Harriſon's motion for aboliſhing 
them, 27 

Slave Trade; Debate on Mr. Ellis's motion reſpecting it, 220 -n Mr, 
Wilberforce's motion for its abolition, 460 —on Mr. Edwards' motion 
to repeal the at ** for the more eaſy recovery of debts in His Majeſty's 
Coionies in America, as makes Negroes chattels for the payment of 
debts,” 740 

Stamp-Duty Bill ; Debate on it, 732 

Statutes ; Mr. Abbot moves certain reſolutions reſpecting the better pro- 
mulgation of the Statutes, 72 

Supplies; Converſation reſpecting them, 361 —The Houſe in a Committee 
of Supply, 365 —Converſation on the ſame reſumed, 390—Debate on 
the motion for an increaſe of ſeamen's wages, 418$—On the army ex- 
traordinaries, 559—The Houſe in a Committee of Supply, 748, 761, 
775. 

W. 
Watches and Clocks; Debate on the motion for laying a tax on them, 780 


Wood, Colonel, moves for an inquiry into the preſent ſtate of the country, 
and the beſt mode of its defence, 163, | 
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Friday, 10th March. 


M R. ABBOT faid, that the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the beſt mode for promulgating ſtatutes, &c. had prepared a 


Report, which it was proper to ſubmit to the Houſe, and therefore 


he moved, © That the Houſe do on this day ſe'nnight reſolve itſelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the beſt mode 
for promulgating the ſtatutes.” Ordered. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe to make a motion purſuant to the 
notice he had given laſt night, to which he truſted there would be 
no objection. He meant the appointment of a Select Committee, 
to inquire into the «total amount of the public debts, with the in- 
tereſt and charges thereon, as they ſtood on the 5th of January, 
1797, diſtinguiſhing what part had ariſen fince the 5th of January, 
1793, together with the amount of the net produce of the perma- 


nent taxes, and the ſeveral taxes levied from the th of January, | 
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1793, towards defraying the experices of the war, and other public 
ſervices, and to report their obſcr vations thereon. And likewiſe to 
examine and Rate the mt of the unfunded debt, with the ways 
and means of providing for the ſame, and to eſtimate the probable 
amount of the total expence of public ſervice, for the year 1798, 
ſo far as it can be made up, and the ſums now applicable for defray- 
ing them. It was his intention afterwards to move, that in{truc- 
tions ſhould be given to the Committee to exerciſe a full power in 
forming and digeſting a plan for controlling the public expenditure, 
and to inquire and report upon the beſt and moſt practicable means 
for obtaining a diminution thereof. And laſtly, he had to oblerve, 
that he intended to follow theſe motions for a Committee, by pro- 
poſing, that the Committee ſhould be appointed by ballot. He 
therefore moved, © That it be referred to a Secret Committee to 
examine into the total amount of the public debt, with the intereſt 
due thereon, and all public charges, as they ſiood on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 1797 ; diſtinguiſhing what part arofe ſince the vear 1793, 
and the produce of the four years preceding ; and alſo the produce 
of the ſeveral taxes impoſed for defraying the charges of each year 
within the ſeveral periods, and to report the fame with their opinion 
thereon to the Houſe. And likewiſe to examine into, and ſtate 
the amount of any unfunded debt outſtanding on the 5th of January 
1797; and alfo to calculate the total amount of the expences in- 
curred for the year 1998, as far as they can be made up, and to 
ſtate the ſame, as it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe, together 
with the Proviſions that have been made for defraying the ſame.” 

'The motion was put and carried. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the ſaid 
Committee be choſen by way of ballot. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that after what had already paſſed upon 
the ſubject of Committees, he was ſurprized that the Miniſter ſhould 
perſevere in having a Committee appointed by ballot. He hoped 
it was entirely unneceſſary for him to ſay that neither himſelf, nor 
any of his honourable friends, intended to offer any diſreſpectful ex- 
. preſſion to any Member of the laſt Committee that was choſen by 
ballot, No ſuch thing was intended. But the fact that a ballot 
was the means of the Miniſter packing his friends together to make 
a Report upon his conduct, was too notorious to the whole country. 
A Member had openly ſaid the other day, when a liſt was put into 
his hand, this is the Houſe liſt.” Every body underſtood per- 
 feAly what was meant by that; there was no poſſibility of explain» 
ing it away. This was the Miniſter's practice to ſereen himſelf. It 
way a bagach of the privilege of that Houſs, That this was nolo- 
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rious would appear from a fact that happened in the courſe of the 
debate on a former night. Before the names of the Committee 
were brought in and read to the Houſe, he knew the Members who 
would be choſen, for he read the whole liſt himſelf to the Houſe, 
as 2 part of his ſpeech, by way of anticipation of the reſult of the 
ballot ; and they were choſen exactly as he had read them. Was 
not this a notorious fact? It was recorded on the journals of the 
Houſe. Why, really, after ſo notorious an inſtance of packing a 
Committee, it is a little too barefaced a thing to recur to the ſame 
means. He could however again repeat that he meant no perſonal 
diſreſpect to any individual of the fifteen gentlemen who campoſed 
that Committee, but he contended that this was not a fair way of 
appointing them. He muſt, however, be permitted to ſay, that 
they did not attend to the ſubject with the activity that might have 
been expected of them. They did not meet this morning. How 
could they diſcuſs the whole of the ſubje& which was now to be 
ſubmitted to them without taking into conſideration the Order in 
Council which had ſo much conduced to bring about the ſituation 
which we are now in? And how could it in the nature of things 
be fair to ſend to them the conſideration of that on which they had 
already given their judgement ? Beſides many of the gentlemen 
who compoſed that Committee were gone into the country. Such 
attempts as theſe to ſcreen the Miniſter were too groſs and palpable, 
and the whole country had already ſeen through the artifice. The 
Houſe, therefore, in defence of its own dignity, ought no longer to 
be a party to ſuch tricking as this, but ſhould proceed 3 at once to chuſe | 
a Committee openly in the Houſe. 

The SPEAKER ſuggeſted the propriety of determing the num- 
ber of the Committee before the queſtion was put how it ſhould be 
choſen. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, “ That the number of the ſaid 
Committee be fifteen.” Ordered, 

Mr. GREY ſaid, he objected to a Committee by ballot. His 
honourable friend had complained that the Committee did not meet 
this day. He owned he did not attend, but his abſence was un- 
avoidable, He believed that five gentlemen. of that Committee 
were out of town. 

Mr. POLLEN aid, this queſtion was of great importance and 
general conſideration. With regard to chuſing a Committee by 
ballot, he muſt ſay, that he had a liſt put into his hand, but by 
whom he did not know, He examined that liſt, and judged for 
himſelf. He did not conſider that liſt as having had any direct 


influence upon him. Some gentlemen, he was afraid, did. give 
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their opinions to others as to what Members ſhould be choſen. 


He did not, however, conſider that as direct influence. He was 
not very converſant in the characters of men in that Houſe, and 
therefore he was obliged to any one who ſhould give him a liſt of 
names, and he ſhould afterwards judge for himſelf as well as he 
was able. He knew nothing of any treaſury liſt. He ſhould chuſe 
thoſe who appeared to him to be beſt qualified. But in order to do 
away all objections on this head, he ſhould propoſe, that the Houſe 
immediately procced to chuſe a Committee. He ſhould think it 
unfair, after what had been faid about influence, to take any liſt 
either from the Miniſterial or Oppoſition fide of the Houſe, and 
therefore he ſhould move an amendment to the motion, which was 
to inſert the word . now?” 

Colonel PORTER ſeconded the motion as a juſt vindication 
of the dignity of the Houſe. He thought it extremely improper 
that any liſts ſhould be given, and that no attempt whatever ſhould 
be made to bias the judgement of any Member of the Houſe ; and 
he could not help thinking, that if ſuch influence was exerciſcd, the 
Houſe would loſe the reſpect it ought to have with the public. 

The queſtion was then put, That the ſaid Committee be now 
choſen by ballot.” 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, he was almoſt at a lofs to know 
what to ſay upon this ſubject. He had heard of no ideas of impurity 
imputed to any man ſpecifically. Some gentlemen talked of dan- 
ger as to the effect the meaſure might have on public opinion upon 
this, and others had regarded the propofal of a Committee by ballot 
as a breach of the privilege of the Houſe. He really ſaw nothing 
of the kind. What harm was there ig five or fix people talking to- 
gether upon the names of thoſe who were to compofe a Committee? 
A man who had but juſt got out of his cradle would ſee it was im- 
poſſible to carry on buſineſs if ſuch captious objections as theſe were 
to ſtop the proceedings of the Houſe. The doctrine againſt a ballor 
was one of the moſt extraordinary he ever heard. It was the firſt 
time he ever heard of its being an engine of influence. He had heard 
of the addreſs, and eloquence, and art of his right honourable friend 
in deceiving the Houſe, but he did not fee how theſe complaints. 
applied to a ballot. Every man was perfectly free upon a ballot, 
and if it was the object of gentlemen on the other fide to have a 
right honourable, gentleman (Mr. Fox) upon the Committee, he 
was perfectly ſure he would ſtand as good a chance to be choſen by 
2 ballot, as by being named in the Houſe. He therefore confidered 
this as a very ridiculous queſtion. There was no perſonal objection 


to any one of the laſt Committee, and yet, gentlemen complained 
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en. of influence; it ſeemed tothim to be a whimſical thing to object 
was to a Committee by ballot, becauſe the laſt, which was ſo choſen, 
ind was an uncxceptionable one. He underſtood that gentlemen on the 
of other ſide had their liſt of a Committee ; many of the names 
he which had been ſtated to him were very reſpectable; but he had no 
uſc objection to that liſt being publiſhed, and let the world at large com- 
do pare them with the former Committee, and judge who were the 
uſe fitteſt perſons for the buſineſs. In every view he had of the ſub- 
it ject he ſaw no reaſon whatever for rejecting a ballot. Gentlemen 
liſt talked of influence, as if it belonged merely to a ballot, and as if 
ind the underftandings and diſpoſitions of man would be different, ac- 
vas cording as their names were called over aloud or put into a glaſs. 
There might be objections taken to either mode of appointing a 
ion Committee: he had heard it ſaid, that in chuſing a Committee by 
per open vote, there was room for influence, and that chuſing it by bal- 
ald lot, was a cover for raſcality ; theſe were topics which he would 
nd not diſcuſs. He thought it unfair to take the Houſe as it now ſtood, 
the to form ſuch a Committee as this without ngtice. The Houſe ſhould 
in this cafe follow the old praFice, and poſtpone the buſineſs for 

ow two or three hours till a ſufficient number of Members could be 
collected. 
DW Mr. COURTENAY took notice of the right honourable gen- 
ity tieman inſiſting that a ballot was a cover for raſcality, and aſked 
n- whether he alluded to any particular part of the Houſe, or to the 
on whole. That, he conſidered as another reaſon why ſuch a mode 
lot ſhould be declined ; and in regard to a counter-liſt of Oppoſition he 
ng ſaid, except from the right honourable gentleman, he had never ſeen 
o- nor heard of ſuch a thing. He wrote a liſt of names out himſelf, 
e? and threw into the glaſs, as every other gentleman was free to do; 
n- but that could not have any reference to his aſſertion, which he 
re confeſſed, as it was nothing but aſſertion, every gentleman had the 
lot liberty to believe or not as he thought proper. 
rſt Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, the right honourable gentleman's opinion 
rd of a ballot had ſtruck him in the ſame way as it has done his honour- 
nd able friend, and he could not account for it in any other manner 
its. than as riſing out of the late proceedings of the India Houſe, where 
Mt, the right honourable gentleman had been beaten by two ballots, as 

a he conjectured for want of ſuch a liſt as was made uſe of in the 
he Houſe of Commons. In regard to the counter-lift alluded to, he 
by declared his ignorance of it, nor did he take the trouble which his 
ed honourable friend had done, of writing any liſt to throw into the 
on glaſs, becauſe he was aware he ſhould not carry any Member. He 
ed was not ſurprized at the ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman, 
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becauſe there was no hyyoeriſy in his public charaQter ; he had no 
cant, but always diſplayed his political profligacy in a bold and 
honeſt manner. If a liſt, however, were neceſſary, why did they 
not recommend the names openly? They ſhould recolle& that 
the Miniſter's recommendation was ſuppoſed to leave the Houſe 
fearcely free in its choice ; that a ballot was therefore adopted as 
the moſt impartial mode of proceeding to deſtroy that influence; 
and then, under the maſk'and cover of a ſecret liſt, the Miniſtet 
found means to exerciſe the ſame influence in a more deluſive and 
fraudulent mannor. To ſhow how this influence operated, he had 
only to ſtate, that upon the laſt liſts of names the higheſt number 
was 143, and the loweſt 139, ſo that there were only four gentle- 
men altered. The right honourable gentleman objected to the 
amendment, becauſe the Houſe was fo thin, and ſaid, would you 
propoſe liſts now, when ſo many gentlemen are abſent? That is 
to ſay, in other words, he was for comparing notes quietly as uſual. 
But ſurely if the Houſe was competent to the buſineſs of referring 
the propoſitions to a Committee, it was competent to the buſineſs 
of appointing that Committee alſo. The right honourable gentle- 
man had obſerved, that impurity might be imputed to any gentle- 
man who ſpoke to his next neighbour about a Committee, and ap- 
peared very anxious not to be ſuſpected of impurity himfelf. The 
right honourable gentleman, it was true, had got out of the cradle 
and nurſery of politics, he had got away from ſchool too, had even 
gone through the Political Univerſities, and had ſince educated a 
number of young gentlemen in political learning. So that he was 
not only * A Scholar,” but A Maſter of Scholars.” Indeed 
the right honourable gentleman's innocerice reminded him of a line 
in one of Dryden's plays, where King Arthur falls in love with 
the appearance of a beautiful young Lady, and Merlin the Enchan- 
ter coming to remove the ſpell, exclaims, 


« Behild the maiden madeſiy of Grimbald !” 


After this play of fancy, Mr. Sheridan proceeded in his argu- 
ments againſt the ballot, and alluding to the Committee in the 
Lords, which he introduced as a ſuppoſeable caſe in point, repro- 
bated the practice of forcing a man upon a Committee appointed 
to fcrutinize his own conduct. With ſuch a Committee, he faid, 
whatever might be its report, it would fail in producing the effect 
intended. 

Mr. ADDINGTON diſapproved of taking the Houſe by ſur- 
prize; and precluding gentlemen who might have been anxious 
to attend if they had known of an immediatg appointment by 
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1 ballot. He thought gentlemen ſhould have time to give in 
no their liſts. i 
nd Mr. FOX thought the reaſon aſſigned againſt the motion by ths 
1ey honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt the molt extraordinary he ever 
hat heard. That gentleman did not conceive what the Houſe would 
uſe determine, ſo that it was to take the Houſe by ſurprize to carry 
_ any queſtion againſt the Miniſter. With regard to the ballot, the 
e; only queſtion was, Whether it was fit the Miniſter ſhould nomi- 
tet nate whom he pleaſ:d upon it? for that would be the effect of giv- 
nd ing him time to prepare, 
_ Mr. Chancellor PITT oppoſed the amendment. He conſidered 
vl that the Houſe was not ſufficiently attended to proceed to the ballot 
le. now, and that the deciſion upon it, if carried, might be the deciſion 
he of a minority of thoſe who wiſhed to take a part. He ſaw no more 
on impropriety in preparing liſts, or one gentleman ſpeaking to another 
oo upon a ballot, than there was in canvaſling fairly at an election for a 
N Member to ſerve in Parliament, whereby the real ſenſe of the elee- 
ng tors was the better known. 
ao Mr. CURWEN was decidedly in favour of the amendment : 
5 he thought the Houſe could not be too eager to ſtop the influence of 
* the Miniſter. Should the Houſe come to a ballot now, there would 
p- be a chance of a Committee that would not adhere to the wiſhes of 
he the Miniſter. This country was in the moſt awful fituation it had 
le ever experienced. Nothing could fave it if all deſcriptions of men 
5 did not unite their efforts for the publie good. It was not by pack- 
8 ing a Committee to ſcreen the Miniſter the country could be ſaved 
5 from its impending ruin. There ſhould be ſtrict inquiry into our 
ed ſituation, and the ſubjects to be ſubmitted to the Committee would 
_ involve every thing that might be neceſſary, if the Committee did 
tn their duty to the public; but if it was the object to ſhelter the 
5 Miniſter, and to hide his miſconduQs, the nation might be ſpeedily 
undone. The Minitter might triumph for a while with his majo- 
rity, but the people muſt ſoon be convinced that he has not talents 
ſufficient to conduct our affairs at this important criſis. 
. Mr. BARHAM thought, from the ſpeech of the Secretary of 
* State, that he conſidered miniſterial influence as a thing now to be 
| ſubmitted to at all events. He would not ſubmit to it at all. He 
ad apprehended, that unleſs this Committee was fairly choſen, the 
I Public would ceaſe to reſpect the Houſe of Commons, or any of its 
A proceedings. He thought the Miniſter ought to be glad to ſee his 


opponents on ſuch a Committee as this, if he was conſcious of hav- 
ing conducted himſelf properly. He verily believed that much of 
the reſpect which the public had for the Report of the laſt Com- 


aß 


_ bad ; but by the amendment, ſomething meliorated. With reſpect 


was, that that influence ſhould be ſeen, known, and felt by the 
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mittee was owing to the knowledge they had that ſome gentlemen, 
who uſually voted againſt the Miniſter, were Members of that 
Committee. 
Mr. DUNDAS diſelaimed the idea that the miniſterial influence 
was a thing to be ſubmitted to ; he only maintained, that it there 
was any influence apprehended at all, a ballot was the laſt mode to 
be looked to for the exertion of it. 
Mr. YORKE ſupported the ballot, and truſted they would not 
deſert the practice of their anceſtors. 
Mr. MARTIN thought that ſome reaſon ſhould be given why 
this Committee ſhould not be choſen as they were on the time of the 
unfortunate indiſpoſition of His Majeſty. This was a ſubject 
which, although not of the ſame nature, was of equal importance. 
Mr. POLLEN faw no reaſon why he ſhould not call for the 
ſenſe of the Houſe upon his amendment. He did not with to be 
thought either 'obſtinate or - perſcvering, but he conſidered it a 
ſhameful proſtitution of the human character for men to come down 
prepared on a particular day to vote with a certain deſcription of 
men, and for a certain kind of meaſures. 
Mr. W. SMITH commented upon the expreſſion of Mr. 
Yorke, of deſerting the form of our anceſtors. He ſaid, the fact 
was not true: it was not the only form of our anceſtors ; for upon 
every other leaf of the journals a contrary practice would alſo 
appear. 
Mr. YORKE complained of being accuſed of falſchood and 
untruth. 
Mr. W. SMITH explained, that he uſed the word in a Parlia- 
mentary way, as relative to the fact. 
Mr. GREY declared, he underſtood his honourable friend to 
ſpeak in that way. He roſe to ſay a few words in explanation of the 
vote he ſhould give: he ſhould firſt vote for the amendment, and 
then oppoſe the whole queſtion, inaſmuch as he thought the whole 


to the ballot itſelf, he admitted the fact, with one of the honourable 
gentlemen oppoſite, of the exiſtence of influence; and his only wiſh 


Public, that they might no longer be deluded by a farce. He ſhould 
not be deterred by motives of delicacy from objecting to particular 
perſons ; he ſhould object, for inſtance, to any of the perſons who 
figned the Order of Council. He would object to the King's At- 
torney General; he would 8 to every one implicated as unfit 
perſons. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT called on the Clerk to read the . 
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ings of the Houſe on the 28th of April, 1782 ; which being read, 
it appeared that a Committee, then fitting on the State of the 
Finances of the Country, had come to a reſolution, that a Secret 
Committce be appointed to inquire into the ſame, and that this 
Secret Committee be choſen by ballot ; it was therefore evident, 
he ſaid, that in caſes firnilar to the preſent, a Secret Committee 
was uſually appointed, and that the mode of chuſing it was by 
ballot, 

Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that there was a wide difference 
between the Committee then appointed, and that which the Houſe 
was now about to chuſe. The object of the Committee alluded to 
was, to inquire into the conduct of the preceding Adminiſtration ; 
but the object now to be attained was, an Inquiry into the Conduct 
of the Adminiſtration now actually in power. It was therefore 
their intereſt to endeavour to pack a Jury, by whom their own miſ- 
condu might be tried and judged. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT adverted alſo to another Secret Com- 
mittee appointed in the year 1778, and which Committee was alſo 
choſen by ballot, though not then objected to by the gentlemen then 
in Oppoſition, that Committee had alfo for its object an inveſtiga- 
tion into our financial concerns. There could, therefore, be no 
doubt of the exiſtence of precedents, in caſes of pecuniary embar- 
raſſments, to juſtify the propriety of the grounds on which he was 
now deſirous to proceed: nor was the leaſt objection then made to 
the meaſure by ſome gentlemen who were now ſo clamorous againſt 
its impropriety. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, it was extremely hard that if, in any one in- 
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| tance, he had omitted to oppoſe the meaſures of Government, the 


omiſſion ſhould ever after be called up and imputed to him as a de- 
reliction of his duty. Surely this was an imputation which came 
with a bad grace from that fide of the Houſe. But it was not alto- 
gether true that the appointment of the Committee alluded to, had 
paſſed unobſerved and uncenſured ; for it had been at the time 
the object of much remark and animadverſion. | 
Mr. Chancellor PII T explained, that he wiſhed merely to 
ſhow, that precedents for the preſent mode of chuſing Committees 


by ballot, were to be found in the conduct of former Adminiſtra- 


tions, and not objected to by former Oppoſitions. 

Mr. T. GREN VILLE apologized for the abſence of che Chair- 
man, and of ſome of the Members who compoſe the preſent Secret 
Committee. He could aſſure the Houſe, that they had not abſented 
themſelves from inattention to their duty, but from nocellity and 
indiſpoſition. 

Vol. II. C 
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The queſtion was now called for, and the Houſe divided on Mr. 
Pollen's amendment—Ayes, 40; Noes, 123. Majority againſt 
the amendment, 83. 

When ſtrangers were again admitted into the gallery, 

Mr. SHERIDAN was upon his feet. He ſaid, that the Order 
of Council, which required the Bank to ſtop payment, had not 
produced that alarm which any man predicting ſuch an event would 
have imagined. After all the lofty ſtatements of the right honourable 
gentleman upon the flouriſhing ſtate of the finances, after the docu- 
ments by which he had attempted to ſupport them, after the provi- 
ſions for our expences which it was ſaid had been made, after the 
high- coloured contraſt which had been drawn between the ſtate of 
the enemy's finances and our own, and the arguments which had 
been gmployed by the right honourable gentleman to ſhew the fatal 
conſequences of a forced circulation, it could not have been credited 
that the Order would have been attended with ſo little alarm, and 
received with fo much ſubmiſſion. One great cauſe of this phe- 
nomenon, however, was, that the commercial part of the country 
derived additional accommodation from the liberality of the Bank 
in diſcounts. If, previous to this Order, the country was impo- 
veriſhed by the war to a degree that was not fully known, the pre- 
valence of certain opinions upon this ſubject tended to conceal the 
reality of our ſituation. It was, no doubt, true that individuals, 
poſſeſſed of actual property, might be embarraſſed for ſpecie, or, 
what was now faſhionably ſtiled, a circulating medium. Such may 
be the caſe of the Bank, of the Nation itſelf. This doQrine, how- 
ever, had been puſhed. too far: like every other principle, it was 
only true in the degree; and when carried too far, produced the 
moſt miſchicyons conſequences, The Minitter has laboured to 
bring the country to think, that the difficulties which they felt were 
2 @ proof of their proſperity. If the Order of Council had not been 

iſſued, the aſpect of affairs to-day, with reſpe to many individuals, 

would have been more gloomy than that which it now preſents. 

The Miniſter felt he was in a ſituation, that if he inſiſted on the 
Bank doing its duty in diſcharging the juſt claims of their eredi- 

tors, and limiting their diſcounts from the preſſure which they felt 

for caſh, numerous and important failures muſt have taken place 
throughout the country, and produced a general indiſpoſition to the 
continuance of the war. On the other hand, he was aware, that it 
he made no effort to enable the Bank to keep its faith with its credi- 
tors, but allowed the circumſtances on which the Order was 
founded: to come to extremities, he might find a facility in affording 
a great temporary relief to the difficulties which were experienced. 
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This fact no man could deny. He would af that reſpectable claſs 
of men, bankers, of which there were many in the Houſe, whether 
they had not themſelves felt a great accommodation from the in- 
creaſed liberality of the Bank in diſcounts, and whether it did not 
enable them to give the ſame accommodation to others? All men 
engaged in vibes tranſactions, whether manufactures, a theatre, 
or any other concern whatever, felt this to be true. This was the 
true cauſe of the little diſſatisfaction which had been exhibited ; but 
it was likewiſe a ſerious ſymptom of the danger of our ſituation. 
It was an opiate which for a moment removed the ſenfation, but it 
increaſed the cauſe. It for a time filenced alarm, and lulled afleep 
apprchenſion. The Houſe ſhould be jealous, therefore, not only 
not to deceive the public, but not to deceive themſelves; they ought 
not to be lulled into a falſe ſecurity, nor accept this temporary ac- 
commodation as a bribe to reconcile them to the miſchiefs with 
which it was pregnant. He would not aſſign any particular time 
for the duration of this Order, but he was convinced, that if it con- 
tinued almoſt for one month, the ſituation of this country would be 
ſuch as to admit of no relief. The breach which credit has ſuſ- 
tained is one which will widen every hour, and which demanded 
the moſt ſpeedy and effectual remedy. If the evil had ariſen from 
a ſcarcity of ſpecie, it was in three ways - by an extraordinary drain, 
by the balance of exchange, or private hoards. He wiſhed above 
all things the Houſe to caſt their eyes about, and ſee if they could 
deviſe any remedy which might ſuperſede the neceſſity of continuing 
the Order of Council by legiflative authority. If we were to con- 
tinue it, neeeſſity would join with habit to reconcile men's minds to 
It as a permanent ſyſtem, and things would ev ery hour turn worſe, 
till the poſſibility of regaining our formier ſtability, of re-eſtabliſhing 
credit, was gone for ever. Our ſituation was either to be retrieved 
now, or the country was ruined paſt redemption. He did not con- 
ſider it much to aſſume, that a forced circulation of paper would in- 
fallibly lead to bankruptcy ; for how could you ſtop when you have 
begun? With regard to notes being made a legal tender, no ſatis- 
faction had been obtained from Miniſters ; ind; indeed, if the 
ſyſtem was once begun, how was it poſſible to avoid this meaſure ? 
But in pointing out the ruinous conſequences to which ſuch a ſyſtem 
would tend, it might be anſwered that the paper money of this 
country reſts upon a different ſecurity from that of the French 
aſſignats or mandats, or any other ſpecies of paper money in that 
country ; but to this he would reply, that if they. both contained 
the idea of compulſion, this ingredient alone, amid any other dif- 
ferences, would produce a depreciation, and, though not in the ſame” 
C 2 | 


MARCH 10.] 


12 PARLIAMENTARY [CommMons,. 


rapid progreſs, the paper of this country would ultimately experience 
the fate of the Freneh. When depreciation is began, new iſſues 
are made in the ſame proportion, till abſolute ruin enſues. This he 
was deſirous to avoid, if poſſible, and therefore he was againſt any 
legiſlative authority for the Order of Council, The Houſe has not 
vet underſtood that the meaſure was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Bank, The Order of Council, indeed, might bear one thing, and 
mean another, It was ſtated, however, that the meaſure was in 
conſequence of public exigencies, and not becauſe the Bank was 
unable to meet the demands of its creditors. But taking the Order 
as it ſtood, the cauſe of making the requiſition to the Bank was for 
the public emergencies. In this opinion the Committee in their 
Report ſeem to have coincided, He had a right to afſume, there- 
fore, that it was for the purpoſes of Government, not from the defi- 
ciency of the Bank, that the Order was iſſued. The Houſe was 
called upon by legiſlative authority to declare, that they preferred the 
accommodation of Government to the, juſt claims of the public 
creditor, In this view he wiſhed to withhold his aſſent from ſuch a 
meaſure ; for if it was paſſed, he was afraid that the efforts to re- 
trieve our affairs, to re-eſtabliſh the credit of the Bank, would- be 
greatly relaxed, He wiſhed that even if the Order were to con- 
tinue, that the urgency of the motives to apply a remedy might til} 
be felt: but it may be faid, if the meaſure is illegal, why keep it 
up illegally, when you may interpoſe legiſlative ſanction? In the 
choice of difficulties, however, it was beſt to take the leaſt ; and, 
in his opinion, it was better to connive than to ſanction, In other 
caſes, illegal orders had been iſſucd by the Privy Council which 
Parliament had thought proper to overlook. But was the Bank to 
be expoſed to action upon their notes? This, certainly, was not a 
pleaſant circumſtance ; but ſtill the Houſe ought to fee that the 
Bank was not blameable in having brought on this ſtate of things. 
That the right to ſuc and recover from the Bank was clear could 
not be denied ; but every thing conſidered, he muſt be an evil- 
minded ſubject who could employ ſuch an expedient ; nor did he 
think there was much danger of its being uſed. He ſhould be 
txoubling the Houſe to little purpoſe if he did not ſuggeſt ſome re- 
medy to the evils which he deprecated, and as a ſubſtitute to that 
which he diſapproved. What he had to propoſe, he conceived, 

would be attended with effect; nor would it be attended with delay, 
as the right honourable gentleman had ſuppoſed. The perfect re- 
eſtabliſhment of the Bank was the great object which they ought to 
have in view: without this the country was undone, All the ex- 


Pedients which had been talked of about new circulating mediums 
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were delufive. It was th& nature of confidence, that, when once 
forfeited, all claims to it were refuſed. General confidence was 
not founded on reaſonings, but on experience. Men took a Bank 
note becauſe they ſaw a Bank note paid yeſterday, and knew that it 
had been paid for a certury—not becauſe there might be plauſible 
arguments of ſecurity to juſtify their confidence. They proceeded 
as the huſbandman proceeds, to provide every thing which his agri- 
culture requires — not upon a knowledge of the planetary ſyſtem, but 
upon experience. It was experience of its being regularly paid that 
made men take a Bank note. Unleſs, therefore, that confidence 


Vas reltored, unleſs you could again give currency to the ſaying, 


« as good as the Bank,“ no expedient would be crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs. The method of effecting this re-eſtabliſhment was ſimple : 
it was by a fair avowal of the fituation of the Bank in all its details. 
They would then know whether the preſent criſis was produced by 
errors and faults ; and if errors and faults exiſted, they ſhould be 
retracted, and guarded againſt in future, It was of the utmoſt im- 
portance that it ſhould appear that errors and faults had been com- 
mitted by the Bank in their connection with the Miniſter. The 
ſentiment of Demoſthenes, ſo often quoted, was one which was par- 
ticularly applicable to our preſent circumſtances. If we were re- 
Cuced to our preſent diſtreſs without error or miſconduct, the ſtate 
of the country was deſperate, and there was no chance of retrieving 
our affairs. It was the intereſt of the Directors that the public 


- ſhould know the true ſtate of things. On the face of matters errors 


muſt have been committed. The modes which had been adopted 
to aſcertain theſe points were not good, and he did not expect they 
would be productive of much advantage. But was it not important 
to know whether the Bank had ever demanded from Government 
the ſums which it had advanced, and whether Miniſters had refuſed 
the claim ? Was it not important to know whether the DireQors 
had remonſtrated againſt any farther exports of ſpecie, and the man- 
ner in which their repreſentations were received ? If they did act in 
this manner, then they eſcape the blame; but if they did not do 
what their duty required them to do, a cue might be found to diſ- 
cover, that the ſtate to which the Bank has been reduced was owing, 
to the miſconduct of the Directors. Above all, however, it was 
necetfary to be explicit. The Report of the Committee had not 
ſtated any thing more than the groſs ſums of the amount of the debts 
and funds of the Bank, and however it might be known to ſome 
acquainted with their affairs in what their funds ſubliſted, there 
ſtill prevailed a myſtery as to the balance in their favour, whether 


the greater part of the four millions was in caſh or otherwiſe, The 
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Report of the Committee ought likewiſe to have explained, whether 
the Order of Couneil was adopted to accommodate the neceſſities of 
the Bank, or in contemplation of the exigencies of Government. 
If it was on account of Government, then there was no reaſon at 
all for inquiring into the ſtate of the Bank; yet, when the right 
honourable gentleman muſt have been Much better acquainted with 
it than the Committee, he had made this the pretence of inquiry, 
When the right honourable gentleman, however, upon that Report 
Rated that he had abandoned the idea of inflicting the guarantee of 
Government upon the Bank, the information was checred from 
every part of the Houſe. It was, nevertheleſs, very extraordinary, 
that the right honourable gentleman, knowing what he knew, could 
have ſtated, as a pretence of inquiry, the intention of this gua- 
rantee. After inquiring . whether the Directors have done their 
duty, it would be found, perhaps, that the embarraſſments of the 
Bank had ariſen from a departure from the original object of their 
inſtitution, and from too cloſe a connection with Government. It 
was the more neceſſary to clear up and fix this point, after the ideas 
upon this ſubject advanced by a learned gentleman (the Solicitor 
General). Till fuch doctrines were held out to be unfounded, the 
eredit of the Bank was irretrievable. It was neceffary to guard 
again{t the effects of perſuaſion or of force, which might be em- 
ployed by Government at any future period. The Bank had de- 
parted from their original inſtitution, contrary to that clauſe in the 
act of King William, prohibiting them for ever owing more than 
the amount of what was owing to them by Government—a pro- 
viſion which left no riſk to theſe with whom they tranſacted buſi- 
neſs. The departure from this principle had been likewiſe a cauſe 
of the difficulties under which they had laboured, and his firſt pro- 
poſal was to reſtore the original principle. Another clauſe in the 
fifth of King William provides, that the Bank, under the penalty of 
forfciting triple the amount, ſhould not make any advances to Go- 
vernment, but on funds granted by Parliament. This tied up their 
hands from too liberal advances, and eontinued with great advantage 
till within three years, when a clauſe to repeal it was thruſt by a 
fide wind into an Exchequer Loan Bill, by which an indemnity was 
given for paſt advances, and the control removed in future. Since 
that period the Bank had made advances to Government, which it 
could not have done had this proviſion exiſted. His ſecond propoſal, 
therefore, was, to repeal the clauſe, and to re-eſtabliſh the original 
prohibition. His third was, to enable the Bank to avail themſelves 

of the capital due to them by Government, and to give them means 
of recovery, Theſe were the three points which he intended to 


- 
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propoſe. If che preſent capital was not ſufficient, the ſum of eleven 
millions might be increaſed, and then, independant of the profits of 
their ranſaQions; and the aflets they poſſeſſed, as long as the country 
exiſted the creditors of the Bank would have ſecurity in their deal- 
inzs. Theſe were the propoſals which he meant to ſubmit, in the 
view of adding likewiſe, that Government ſhould repay a part, at 
leaft, of the advance which the Bank had made; for while the 
vicious praRices he had expoſed continued to prevail, no permanent 
advantage could be expected. It certainly was a natural queſtion to 
aſk, Why Government had not repaid fome of the advances made 
by the Bank? Why did not the right honourable gentleman call 
upon the country to contribute their aſſiſtance on ſo important an oc- 
caſion? After the vaunted ſpirit, the boaſted reſources of the na- 
tion, would it be impracticable to raiſe a ſum of five or fix millions 
within a few days for the great and important purpoſe of enabling 
the Bank of England to fulfil its engagements, and retrieve its 
credit ? If there was no feeling of juſtice, of honour, of integrity, 
of patriotiſm to prompt exertions on ſuch an occaſion, it was all 
over with this country. No purpoſe of war, no neceſſity of public 
ſervice, no demand for pecuniary aid to the Emperor of Germany, 
could preſent a more forcible claim, or a more honourable cauſe of 
exertion. He did not think fo ill of the country as to believe that 
the appeal could be reſiſted. If this were done the Bank might 
continue its diſcounts fairly, and with its own ſubſtance. Now, 
however, when the Houſe was diſcuſſing its ſolvency, was it right 
or proper that the Bank ſhould give an increaſed accommodation in 
the way of diſcount far beyond its former liberality? It was very 
true the debt due by Government to the Bank conſiſted of many 
articles, but it had been increafing greatly upon the head of Ex- 
chequer Bills. Inſtead of embarraſſing the Bank by the advances 
for which it was called upon, it would be far better to raiſe elſe- 
where the ſums which the Bank advanced on the ſecurities it re- 
ceived ; and in this manner, at leaſt, remove part of the preſſure 
which the magnitude ef the debt due by Government had occa= 
honed, The three firſt propoſitions he wiſhed to be reſolved in a 
Committee of the whole Houſe ; at preſent he ſhould conclude with 
moving, © That it appearing to this Houſe that the effects of the 
Bank, on the 25th of February laſt, amounted to 17, 597, 280l., 
and that the outſtanding demands on the Bank amounted to 
* I3,770,390l.; and it farther appearing, that there is owing to 
the Bank by Government, for advances made for the public ſer- 
© vice, the ſum of 9,964,413. (excluſive of the permanent debt 
due from Government of 11,686, 8ool.“ 
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Reſolved; © That it is highly expedient, as well for the honour 
« of His Majeſty's Government, as for the re-eſtabliſhment of 
te public credit, that the ſpeedieſt meaſures ſhould be taken for the 
payment to the Bank of the ſaid advances, or a conſiderable part 
« thereof.“ | 

Mr. GREY roſe, and ſtated fome things conecraing the Com- 
mittee of which he had been a Member, with a view to rectify ſome 
miſtakes that had been entertained. It had not been within the 
intention of that Committee to give their approbation to the mea- 
ſures that had been adopted, but to recommend the continuance 
of them. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that although the motion of the 
honourable gentleman was confined to one fingle point, that of re- 
commending the adoption of a meaſure which was intended to re- 
lieve the Bank from its preſent difficulties, yet as the general ſcope 
of his arguments had included more topics than what was con- 
tained in his motion, before he came to argue againſt the practical 
effects of the meaſure which the honourable gentleman called 
upon the Houſe to adopt, he would make ſome obſervations on the 
other points which he had alluded to in the courſe of his ſpeech. 
In the firſt place, the honourable gentleman ſeemed on that night to 
deſire, that the order for the ſtoppage of payment at the Bank ſhould 
not be any longer continued. His next propoſition was, that no 
examination into the cauſes of that event ſhould be made by the 
Secret Committee; though it had, after a folemn diſcuſſion, been 
confirmed by the Houſe that the Committee ſhould make that in- 
quiry; for this reaſon, that the things which they had to conſider 
could not be diſcloſed without conſiderable injury to the public. He 
ſeemed next to have maintained, that the power of the Bank to lend 
money ſhould be limited to the preciſe ſums due by it to the public. 
Another propoſition was, that the Bank ſhould have no power to 
advance money except on parliamentary ſecurity ; and laſtly, that 
it ſhould not give away any part of its capital. Thoſe five points 
he ſeemed to have inſiſted upon in the courſe of his arguments; but 
the practical meaſure which he propoſed for the adoption of the 
Houſe was a reduction to a large amount of the debt due to the 
Bank, in order to ſupply it inſtantly with the means of fatisfying 


the debts due by it to the public. The principal thing then for the 
conſideration of the Houſe on the preſent occaſion was, whether this 


laſt propoſition was right or not; and if it was right, how far it 
could be practicable within the time ſtated by the honourable gen- 
tleman ; and thirdly whether it would have the effect of putting the 
Bank in that fituation which was contended for. Now, with re- 
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ſpect to the queſtion of continuing the preſent meaſure, it had been 
ſo fully argued on the preceding night, that he would not enter into 
it at that time. Ile would only aſk, was it, or was it not, neceſ- 
ſary to continue the Order of Council ? It was rather ſingular that 
the honourable gentleman on the preceding night had agreed that 
it ought to be continued, and at the preſent moment wanted to per- 
ſuade the Houſe that it ought not. With reſpect to the examina- 
tion of the cauſes that had produced the Order of Council, which 
the honourable gentleman ſaid he knew nothing about, and which 
examination he wifhed to have made in a public manner, theſe 
things were already in a courſe of reference before the Committee, 
and had not been yct reported on ; he would therefore, in that caſe, 
put it to the candour of the Houſe, whether it was conſiſtent with 
his duty to enter on the difcuſſion of that ſubject, upon the aſſumed 
and hypothetical ſtatements of the honourable gentleman? Much 
leſs did he think it neceſſary to enter upon a diſeuſſion of what had 
fallen from him, when he ſtated that he (Mr. Pitt) knew more of the 
real cauſes than the Committee itſelf ; and leaſt of all could he 
think of ſtating any thing that had come under his perſonal know- 
ledge, and which, if he did know any thing that was not diſcloſed 
to the Committce, had been diſcloſed to him under an honourable 
aſſurance of ſecrecy. Therefore, if particulars of this kind were to 
be made known, it could only be by the authority of that Houſe, 
and not by a verbal declaration from him, of any circumſtances 
which it was not in his power to reveal, without the permiſſion of 
thoſe who had entruſted the ſecret to him. But the honourable 
gentleman had ſtated, that no proceeding could take place without 
firſt knowing all the cauſes which had produced the preſent ſitua- 
tion of the Bank; and yet, without waiting for the Report of the 
Committee, who were inquiring into them, he proceeded in mak- 
ing his motion, by which he called on the Houſe to enter on the 
diſcuſſion of the ſubject. He ſeemed to think the preſent ſitua- 
tion of the Bank fo intolerable a thing that it ought not to continue 
a moment; but in the courſe of his arguments he dropped an 
opinion that it would continue ; and that not in a legal, but in an 
illegal manner; that it ſhould continue by a ſtretch of power, but 
not by law. This certainly was not a very parliamentary or con- 
ſtitutional advice to the Houſe, concerning a meaſure againſt which 
he had indulged himſelf in invective. The honourable gentlemari 
again argued on a ſubject which formed the moſt important of any 
touched upon by him that night—a ſubject of ſuch vaſt importance 
to public credit, of ſuch importance to individual and private eom- 
merce, of ſuch importance when the means of ſupporting the war, 
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and bearing up againſt our preſent preſſures were confidered ; and 
of ſuch importance with regard to the future affluence and preſent 
ſecurity of the country, that he rejoiced the honourable gentleman 
had made no propoſition to the Houſe upon it, without giving gen- 
tlemen time to pauſe, and reflect upon the propriety of adopting 
it. The ſubjet he alluded to was, the limitation of what the 
Bank ought to owe, and the reſiricting it within the bounds of twelve 
millions ; that the Bank ſhould never owe more to the public than 
the ſum due to it by Government. The honourable gentleman, in 
ſupport of this doArine, mentioned the reſtrictions that had been 
laid on the Bank at its firſt inſtitution, and contended, that they 
ſhould be continued in all its future ſituations. To this dictrine 
he would anſwer, that the ſame principles which in the infaney of 
the inſtitution of the Bank had been found neceſſary, ought not to 
be continued in its more advanced ſtate; and however wiſe and ſa— 
lutary ſuch principles might have been at its outſet, it could not be 
admitted that they were always to be obſerved, nor that a Corpora- 
tion, which during the courſe of a century had carricd on an ex- 
tenſive and profitable traffic, ſhould, in the midſt of that trade, and 
in that ſtate of wealth to which it had ariſen, labour under the ſame 
limitations and reſtrictions which in its infancy had been thought 
neceſſary. At leaſt, it could never be intended that ſuch an 
univerſal principle as that ought to take place. With reſpe& to the 
ſum due from Government, he wiſhed the honourable gentleman 
might conſider whether there were not other capitals as ſecure, and 
more eaſily available. Every other capital was as much guaranteed 
to the Bank by the faith of Parliament, as the nine or ten millions 
which the honourable gentleman had ſpoken of. The obſervations 
from Mr. Pitt on this ſubject, called up 

Mr. SHERIDAN, to explain what he had ſtated. He had aid, 
that the Bank ought never to owe more than the public owed it, 
except upon parliamentary ſecurity. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he was glad to underſtand the pro- 
poſition: it was more than- ſufficiently wide for his view of the 
ſubject. He had underſtood it otherwiſe, and was going to ſtate, 
that the nine millions advanced to government by the Bank were 
aſſets as effectual as the eleven millions. 

Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that it never was in contemplation 
by the perſons who framed that propoſition for the ſecurity of the 
national credit, that the Bank was to go on lending to Government 
without the ſanction of Parliament. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, the greater part of the nine mil- 
lions owing from Government to the Bank (over and above the 
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permanent eleven millions) ſtood on parliamentary ſecurity. The 
iſſues of the Bank were not, therefore, to be narrowed by this pro- 
poſition in the degree and manner he at firſt apprehended. A 
more delicate ſubje& could not be under diſcuſſion. 

He then proceeded to diſcuſs the ſubje& of diminiſhing the 
quantity of paper in circulation, which Mr. Sheridan had recom- 
mended. He ſaid, he would leave it to the Houſe to determine, 
whether, under all the preſſure of the preſent circumſtances, the 
moſt natural way to extricate the country out of difficulties would 
be, that of having too little paper in circulation, while there was 
too little caſh. At a time when there was a great commerce, with- 
out a ſufficient quantity of caſh to keep it afloat, the honourable 
gentleman was deſirous of limiting the circulation of paper, the 
only means of affording a temporary relief to credit. This paper 
circulation, at the ſame time that it was the moſt likely means of 
replacing the balance of caſh, and giving vigour and energy to com- 
merce, ſhould certainly be confined within proper limits : in that 
caſe, it would have the effect of drawing forth that cafh, which per- 
ſons, from their fears, or other local habits, may have withheld 
from the public. It appeared to him, that, under the preſent cir- 
eumſtance, there were principles of ultimate ſecurity that ſhould 
form the limits within which an increaſed circulation of paper would 
be perfectly ſafe. But for the purpoſes of barter, and for keeping 
up the courſe of exchange, a certain medium was neceffary ; and 
that medium might chiefly conſiſt in paper under the limitations 
already alluded to; and beyond which, if it ſhould be forced, it 
would then fall below its nominal value. If this paper was taken 
by the general conſent of the people, and if they had a confidence in 
It, as he truſted they would, it was then as uſeful a medium of ex- 
change as any other that could be adopted. But if the country 
ſhould onee be ſur-charged with paper, it would have as ruinous 
effects as would be produced from the plan recommended by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, of leſſening the quantity of paper in circula- 
tion. He was convinced, therefore, that it was wiſe to let the Bank 
have a diſcretion upon this ſubje& ; and he was alſo averſe to im- 
poling any reſtrictions upon them, which he conſidered as extremely 
impolitic. He declared that with reſpe& to ſome ſpecific limita- 
tion of the diſcount of bills of exchange, which had been ſuggeſted 
by the honourable gentleman, a meaſure of that nature might with 
great propriety be referred to the conſideration of a Committee; and 
was not, in various views, an objectionable point to ſubmit to the 
wiſdom of Parliament. But he would not enter into a review of 
that queſtion, as it did not come within the propoſition. then before 
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the Houſe. It had been urged, with conſiderable”earnefineſs, by 


the honourable gentleman, that the capital advanced by the Bank, 


ſhould be made demandable ; but it might be fairly aſked, what 


were the means which he intended to provide, or what particular 
plan he meant to purſue to enable the public to pay that capital in 
money ? He was, for his own part, equally at a loſs to aſcertain 
how ſuch a ſtep would improve the ſituation of the Bank. But the 
honourable gentleman took infinite pains in ſetting out with, and 
extolling the limitation enjoined on the Bank in the act of King 
William, and it was not a little ſingular to obſerve the curious 
manner in which he applied it to the preſent reſtriction. If he 
were really ſerious in his wiſhes to make the Bank pay all its legal 
crecitgrs, or in other words, if he deſired that ſpecie alone ſhould 
be given for the amount of all the outſtanding debts, ſuch a proceed- 
ing would not bring him an atom nearer to his acknowledged pur- 
poſe of effecting the re · eſtabliſument of ſpecie, but would, on the 


contrary, produze a more ſenſible diminution than what was actually 


complained of. He next came to a reſolution of the honourable 
gentleman which, with the common degree of confidence he had 
ſtated, would be found ſufficient to prevent the dangers that might 
poſſibly ariſe from the preſent embarraſſment, and would effectually 
remove the temporary ſcarcity of caſh. Though it might be very 
juſtly obſerved, that his declaration of not giving his vote againſt 
the propoſed inquiry, was no weak proof that he himſelf entertained 
ſtrong ſuſpicions of his own plan. The honourable gentleman ſub- 
mitted to the Houſe a reſolution that ſuch parts of the ſums advanced 
by the Bank to Government as could be diſcharged, ſhould be re- 
paid with all poſſible convenience. Though the words of the mo- 
tion were not framed in that way, yet the purport of them had been 
advanced by the honourable gentleman in his ſpeech. He had 
therefore a right to ſuppoſe, combining theſe words with the great 
object of the motion, and with the propoſed payments in 
caſh of all the legal creditors, that ſuch parts were, in the ho- 
nourable gentleman's opinion, ſufficient to make good all the pay- 
ments. But how did that mode of conduct apply, or how was it 
to be reconciled to the other arguments brought forward by the ſup- 
porter of it? The honourable gentleman would not leave any 
thing to chance, yet that was abſolutely the caſe in the management 
of every banking concern. He, therefore, aſſuming that ground, 
proceeded ro maintain, that if every perſon holding notes, was not 
paid in caſh, the Bank committed an a& of bankruptcy. Yet 
what could not be too minutely attended to, he was almoſt in the 


ſame breath ſanguine enough to hope, that if nine millions, or ſix 
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millions, were paid by the public to the Bank, they would be found 
fully adequate to meet all the preſſure of the money demandable 
from the Bank by its creditors. When ſuch poſitions and ſuch 
ſtrange concluſions were hazarded, it was certainly a fair queſtion 
to put to the honourable gentleman, how far ſo ſmall a ſum as he 
propoſed of nine or fix millions would re-cſtabliſh the ſecurity of 
the Bank, reſtore public confidence, and replace the drain of caſh 
which had been produced, either by the influence of ſudden panic, 
or by the exportation of ſpecie? If, therefore, the honourable gen- 
tleman's propoſitions were ſo clear and unobjectionable, as that 
they ought, in his opinion, to be adopted without ever inſtituting an 
inquiry, it might well be a{ked, if that was the cure which he wiſhed 
to apply to the diſorder which he lamented ? There was ſomething 
ſo extremely partial in the procceding of the honourable gentleman, 
that he was particularly called on to notice it. He, who had pro- 
feſſed himſelf at all times, and at all ſeaſons the avowed friend of 
inquiry, as neceſſary to the public ſafety, and had maintained a a 
ſyſtem of inveſtigation as inſeparable from the welfare of the ſtate, 
came that night before the Houſe, and with no very great conſiſ- 
tency, propoſed that his refolution which involved matter of the 
weightieſt and moſt important kind, ſhould be adopted almoſt with- 
out any previous notice, and moſt undoubtedly without any pre- 
vious inquiry whatever, But what was equally reprehenſible, he 
brought forward his propoſitions at the very moment that two in- 
quiries were ſet on foot, and after he himſelf had expreſsly agreed 
to inquire into the whole finance of the country. He would, there- 
fore, aſk the honourable gentleman, taking his own declarations and 
his previous conduct as a rule to judge him by, was that a time fit 
to propoſe a meaſure which was deſigned to ſuperſede all the other 
ſubjects of national conſideration which were then ſubmitted to the 
wiſdom of the Houſe * If the honourable gentleman, inſtead of 
ſtriving to diſhearten the public mind, and dealing in invective, 
came forward and lent his aſſiſtance to remove the obſtacles that 
clogged the credit of the country, he would for one be happy to co- 
operate with him. The honourable gentleman had dcclared that fix 
millions might be raiſed in a few days for the payment of the Bank, 
but that was a poſition which he aſſumed without proof, in the ſame 
manner as his other aſſertions were advanced. He could not re- 
concile himſelf to the magic way which was propoſed of raiſing theſe 
ſix millions. But, if even they were raiſed, and payment were ab- 
ſoluteiy made to the Bank, ſuch a proceeding, however immediate, 
could not increaſe the quantity of caſh, for it was evident if the 
whole quantity of ſpecie were now reduced to ſix millions, and the 
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Bank notes were wrapped up in the Bank, that ſuch a meaſure could 
not ſuſpend, but rather increaſe the temporary embarraſſment of 
public credit. He would ſtate, in oppoſition to gentlemen on the 
other fide, that while there was a momentary want of caſh, a ſud- 
den diminution of the paper currency would prove the moſt violent 
ſhock which commerce, and the trade and credit of the country 
could receive. The Houſe ſhould maturely conſider every great 
reſource which the nation was ſtill in poſſeſſion of ; they ſhould try 
every poſſible means of bringing back the money from abroad, and 
drawing it into circulation at home; while the ſyſtem propoſed-by 
the honourable gentleman would naturally affect the ſprings of com- 
merce, and materially injure the public confidence. He was there- 
fore convinced, on all theſe grounds, that the reduction of the ad- 
vances by the Bank was not in the leaſt likely to produce the effect 
which was held out by the honourable gentleman's propoſitions ; 
and as in another reſpect, they went directly to anticipate the two 
inquiries which were on foot, he ſhould conclude by moving the 
previous queſtion. 

Mr. FOX replied to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Before, 
ſaid he, I enter upon the merits of the propoſition now before the 
Houſe, I muſt firit make ſome obſervations upon an inſinuation in 
the latter part of the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech againſt my 
honourable friend. He ſays, he could wiſh that my honourable 
friend would exert his influence and abilities in calling forth the 
public ſpirit, by heartening the nation on the ſtate of their affairs, 
Have we not had enough of that childiſh deception? Are we to 
reaſon like children, that, becauſe we ſhut our eyes, others will not 
ſeg? Have we not had enough of that kind of heartening from the 
right honourable gentleman ; and have we not paid dear enough 
for all his harangues? Is the country in a ſtate of calamity or is it 
not? Will he deny that it is? And have we been reduced to 
this calamitous ſituation from the want of frequent and able diſ- 
plays of the national proſperity * Had the right honourable gen- 
tleman ſpared either his time or his talents in diſplaying its wealth, 
and its reſources for carrying on the war? If our fituation is eri- 
tical- or dangerous, it is not to be improved by inſpiring the people 
with a falſe ſecurity. No; we muſt abandon our deluſions, and 
look our danger boldly in the face. The loſs of credit muſt be a 
very ſerious Joſs to any country, but it is more particularly fo to this, 
becauſe it was its credit which laid the foundation of that ſuperiority 
which it has held in the ſcale of nations. When this credit is 
ſhaken (and when I ſay this it is uſing a very moderate term), and 
when it is found to be neceſſary to introduce a compulſory paper 


CF LA "20 bh "Ws Acta 
8 2 * 23 8 © Fran, oh, TBE Sy a — 2 _ 
, , 8 ö - | WE; 7 8 2 
* 8 r 3 Þ —— — 
rer e a 3 TO 5 3 1 oy 
| . / he a br 2 1 


it 


PPTP 
* 82 8 3 re, — 3 
N 4 8 on & 1 . 


gh 


2 


. 
8 


5 
bi 


M ONS, 


could 
ent of 
n the 
ſud- 
jolent 
untry 
great 
Id try 
, and 
ed by 
com- 
here- 
e ad- 
effect 
ions; 
e two 
1g the 


efore, 
re the 
ion in 
{t my 
urable 
th the 
fairs, 
we to 
ill not 
m the 
nough 
or is it 
ced to 
le diſ- 
gen- 
vealth, 
is Cri- 
people 
s, and 
t be a 
o this, 
riority 
edit is. 
1), and 
paper 


MARCH 10. ] 


DEBATES. 23 


currency, he who knows the country to be in this ſtate of calamity, 
and talks of heartening it, in my opinion, is anſwerable for all the 
future evils which may befall it. Having faid thus much upon the 
inſinuation of the right honourable gentleman, I come now to make 
a few obſervations upon the objections which he has urged againſt 
the propoſition of my honourable friend. He does not ſeem inclined 
to diſpute the neceſſity of ſome reſtrictions on paper currency, but 
the limits which he propoſes are wide indeed. The whole of my 
honourable friend's ſpeech was applicable to a regulation which he 
thought in future ought to be adopted, and not as interpreted by the 
right honourable gentleman, to a law which my honourable friend 
thinks ought not to be paſſed. 'The right honourable gentleman 
profeſſes to think that though the Bank were reſtricted from making 
advances to Government, it would not operate as a preſent relief to 
the Bank. I am of a different opinion, and firmly believe that it 
would operate as an immediate relief; for it would increaſe the 
confidence of the people in the Bank, which has been much dimi- 
niſhed by the idea that it is too compliant with the wiſhes of Go- 
vernment. But this is not the meaſure upon which we are about 
to vote. The queſtion now before the Houſe reſts upon the pro- 
priety of paying off a conſiderable part at leaſt of the debt which is 
now due from the public to the Bank. One objeQion which the 
right Honourable gentleman has ſtarted againſt this meaſure is, that 
it will ſtop circulation. Now I cannot conceive a more deſperate 
principle put into practice than when there is a diſproportion be- 
tween the caſh and paper in circulation, to attempt to reſtore the 
proportion by increafing the quantity of circulating paper. I think 
ſuch a principle muſt originate in confuſion of ideas reſpecting the 
fundamental principles of caſh and paper currency, which are widely 
different. Paper and caſh, as circulating mediums, are founded 
upon principles almoſt directly oppoſite, and when there is a defi- 
ciency of the one, it is not to be remedicd by an increaſe, but by a 
diminution of the other. Gold and filver are, properly, the true 
circulating medium, and paper is only valuable as their repreſenta- 
tive, and a reſting upon their ſecurity. The right honourable gen- 
tleman contends, that it is extremely dangerous at this moment to 
diminiſh the quantity of paper. Every thing now is dangerous. 
But what is the danger which, in this caſe, is to be apprehended ? 
It is the depreciation of the paper; a danger which is every day 
increaſing. Shall I be told that paper is not depreciated ? From 
whence then proceeded the extraordinary run upon the Bank? No 
fuch circumftance would have happened had paper, in the eſtima- 
tion of the public, been of equal value with caſh, What then is 
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proper to be done? Put the caſe of a private banker. The moſt 
wealthy Banker in London is at all times liable to have greater de- 
mands made upon him than it is in his power to anſwer, at leaſt I 
underſtand this to be the cafe. Suppoſing then this to happen, what 
ſtep would he take? He would ſiop payment for a time for the 
purpoſe, not of lending more, even to thoſe who could give him the 
beſt ſecurity, but of calling in his debts, and of giving currency to 
every poſſeſſion that he has, in order to liquidate the whole of his 
demands, and to commence dc n;vs. Such a conduct, it may be 
urged, would be attended with great public inconvenience, were it 
adopted by the Bank ; but the queſtion is, in the balance of evils, 
which is the leaſt? But, favs the right honourable gentleman, my 
honourable friend propoſes this meaſure now before the Houſe, as an 
immediate and all-powerful remedy. My honourable friend, per- 
haps, is of opinion that its operations would be more immediate than 
I may ſuppoſe they would be; but I think there cannot be a deubt 
on any man's mind, that, at leaſt, it would have a beneficial ten- 
dency. The right honourable gentleman aſks if five or fix mil- 
lions repaid by Government to the Bank would operate as a charm ? 
If he means by a charm, its preventing many demands from coming 
upon the Bank, to which they would othcrwiſe be liable, I ſay it 
would operate as a charm. But, ſays he, © it would not enable 
« the Bank to pay all the demands which might be made on it in 
« ſpecie.” It is not neceſfary that it ſhould. Docs he think that 
the evil never can be cured till Government and the Bank pay all 
their debts in ſpecie? If he does he mult think our ſituation even 
worſe than I believe it to be. It is ſufficient that the remedy ſhould 
enable the Bank to anſwer all the demands that are made upon 
them, which certainly would be conſiderably limited, in conſequence 
of an aſſociation entered into by the moſt reſpectable merchants and 
traders in the kingdom. Will he ſhew any more probable remedy ? 
He looks to the trade of the country. We look to it alſo ; but is 
there any thing in my honourable friend's propoſition which will ob- 
ſtruQ this operation of trade? The payment of the debt due to 
the Bank might not, perhaps, be a ſufficient remedy of itſelf ; but 
aſſiſted by the aſſociation, and even by the bill which is to be brought 
before the Houſe, which, in my opinion, will alſo be neceſſary, it 
would be much more effectual than the ſingle operation of that bill. 

The right honourable gentleman ſays it may form part of a fu- 
ture plan, which may be the reſult of previous inquiry. But if the 
meaſure is calculated to caſe the public mind, or to leſſen the em- 
barraſſments, why not at preſent give a pledge to the country that it 
ſhall be adopted ? Time is precious ; and ſtrange as his notions 
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are reſpeQing paper currency, he muſt know, that the longer a eom- 
pulſory paper currency 1s continued, the greater is the chance of de- 
preciation. I call it a compulſory currency ; for though I do not 
know whether it is intended to make it compulſory between indi- 
viduals, it is alreadv made compulfory from two great individuals, 
The Government and the Bank. The more I conſider this ſubject 
the greater difficulty I find in forming any opinion upon the expe- 
diency of extending the eompulſion to private individuals. I would 
only ſuggeſt, whether, in conſequence of reſpeQable and extenſive 
aſſociations that have been formed, they might not venture to make 
an exception of the public creditor, and to pay him in caſh? The 
queſtion, then, Sir, upon which the Houſe have now to decide, 
is ſimply this, whether the liquidation of the debt due from the 
Government to the Bank, which is admitted on all hands to be ex- 
pedient, ought to be executed as a part of the Miniſter's plan of 
finance, or in conſequence of an independent reſolution of the 
Houſe. I have no heſitation in ſaying that I think the latter mode 
is far preferable, both in a Conſtitutional view and as a means of 
reſtoring public credit. . How has the credit been injured? By the 
inactivity of the Houſe of Commons. How can credit be reſtored ? 
By the activity of the Houſe of Commons. How has credit been 
ſunk ? By the confidence of the Houſe of Commons. How can 
eredit be raiſed? By the vigilance of the Houſe of Commons. 
Credit never was the offspring of an abſolute Government. In this 
country it was born under the auſpices of liberty, and matured by 
the foſtering influence of a free Conſtitution. Since the principles 
of liberty were abandoned, and the bleſſings of that Conſtitution re- 
nounced, it is not ſurpriſing that public credit has been loſt in arbi- 
trary power. This, Sir, may be called declamation. But I aſk 
how you feel? Do you feel yourſelves in health? If you do, for 
God's ſake go on with your regimen. If you do not, let not that 
be termed declamation which is a true ſtatement of your real ſitua- 
tion. For the motion, then, of my honourable friend there is the 
univerſal opinion that the meaſure it recommends is proper to be 
adopted, and a conviction conſequent upon this opinion, that the 
ſooner it is adopted the better. Againſt it there is the delay neceſ- 
ſary for an inquiry, the points of which we know before it is inſti- 
tated, and the wiſh of the Minitter that the meaſure may come be- 
fore the public recommended by himſelf. I leave to the good ſenſe 
of the Houſe to decide upon the validity of the arguments on both 
ſides. I cannot, however, fit down without earneſtly entreating every 
individual Member, coolly and deliberately, to conſider the queſtion 
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“ Whether the deficiency of caſh at preſent exiſting, ought to 
«© be ſupplied with paper; or rather, whether it ought not to be cor- 
«rected. by diminiſhing the quantity of paper in circulation ; and 
whether, inſtead of looking to an extended commerce for the reſ- 
«« toration of our credit, we ought not firſt to reſtore our credit, that 
« we. may be afterwards enabled to extend our commerce?“ Tf 
there is one maxim which I have been aceuſtomed to believe as more 
certain than another in the philoſophy of politics, it is this, that the 
reſources of a commercial country depend upon its credit, and that 
to look for commerce after credit is extinct, is to look for an effect 
without a cauſe. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that he ſhould occupy the attention of 
the Houſe but a very few minutes. The right honourable gentle- 
man had conjured up in his mind a propoſition which he had attri- 
buted to him, and to that propoſition he had devoted an anſwer of 
half an hour. His anſwer would have been <xtremely good if ſuch a 
propoſition had been made ; but_nothing was farther from his mind 
than the idea, that becauſe Government repaid the advances of the 
Bank, the public was to be deprived of the circulation of paper : 
ſo much the contrary, that he expreſsly ſaid, to cafe the Bank of 
the load under which they. groaned for the Government, would be 
the beſt way to enable them to increaſe their liberality to trade. 
Thus it appeared that the whole of the outſtanding demands upon 
them amounted to 13,700,000. Of this ſum they had advanced 
10, ooo, oool. to Government. Relieve them from this, and 
ſurely they would be better able to aſſiſt the commerce of the 
country. His motion, however, was not, it ſeemed, fo improper in 
itſelf as that he had timed it ill. What! was not the preſſure of 
public calamity the time for public relief? When the Bank was 
brought to a ſtand by the impolitic meaſures of Government, ſurely . 
it was the moment to pay them what we owed. Mer. Sheridan 
faid, he ſaw that it was the intention of the right honourable gentle- 
man to have a forced paper currency ; he had given no anſwer to 
the queſtion which he had aſked, Whether Bank notes were to be 
made a legal tender? It was in vain to contend againſt the torrent 
which had broke in on the country. We were doomed to all the 
horrors of a paper circulation, and that Houſe tamely acquieſced in 
the deſolation of all that was ſaered in the kingdom. Already it 
was believed that between three and four millions of paper more 


had been iflued fince the ſtoppage of payment in money, and to 


what extent they might carry it, it was ſeemingly a matter of no im- 
portance to inquire. Ke by . 
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The Houſe then divided on the previous queſtion : Ayes, 183 ; 


Noes, 45. 
The motion of Mr. Sheridan was therefore loſt. 


Monday, 13th March. 


The bill for continuing the Order of Council of the 26th of 
February, relative to the Bank, was brought up, and read a 
firſt time. 

On the ſuggeſtion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, it was 
ordered to be printed, and read a ſecond time on "Thurſday. 

A meſſage from the Lords, by Mr. Smith and Mr. Simeon, that 
the Lords had commanded them to acquaint the Houſe, that the 
Lords having, under the examination of a Secret Committee, mat- 
ters relative to the cauſes which produced the Order of Council of 
the 26th day of February laſt, their Lordſhips do deſire, that this 
Houſe will give leave, that Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
may attend the ſaid Committee touching the ſaid examination, 
when deſired. 

And then the meſſengers withdrew. 

Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer being preſent, ſtood up in his 
place, and declared, that he was willing, with the leave of the 
Houſe, to go to the Houſe of Lords, as is deſired by their Lord- 
ſhips in the ſaid meſſage. 

Reſolved, That Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer have leave to 
go to the Lords, as is deſired by their Lordſhips in their ſaid meſ- 
ſage, if he thinks fit. 

And the meſſengers were again called in; and Mr. Speaker ac- 
quainted them therewith, 

Mr. HARRISON. In conſequence of the notice which I gave, 
I rife, Mr. Speaker, to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe my 
reaſons for the motion which I ſhall have the honour of laying 
before them, 

There is a marked ſimilitude in the economy of public affairs to 
that of the private concerns of an individual, that muſt ſtrike the 
attention of every one who has made it the object of his reflection. 

From the ſame cauſes the ſame effects are produced, and the ſame 
conſequences unavoidably follow. We are all ſenſible into what 
ſituation an individual muſt be brought who is purſuing a ſyſtem of 
expenditure ſo much beyond the receipt of his income, as only to be 
ſupported by creating new burdens upon his eſtate, till the income 
itſelf is abſorbed, and ſwallowed up by che incumbrances he has 
brought upon it.” Vet, W as the reflection muſt be, alarm- 
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ing as the conſequences muſt appear, ſuch is the ſituation into 
which the corrupt and unbounded prodigality of Miniſters has 
braught the finances of this kingdom. And after all thoſe delu- 
ſions and miſrepreſentations by which they have endeavoured to 
keep the evil out of ſight, it has at laſt broke forth with redoubled 
violence, and has compelled Miniſters to take that unfortunate ſtep 
which muſt deſtroy the credit of the nation in the face of all Eu- 
rope, and muſt impreſs the mind of every well-wiſher to his 
country with the deepeſt and moſt melancholy reflections. It is 
natural to ſuppoſe that Miniſters would of themſelves, under the 
preſſure of ſuch difficulties, have ſought to aſſiſt the wants of the 
public by endeavouring to leſſen the waſte of the public money, by 
retrenching the expenditure in the emoluments attached to that 
number of uſeleſs and unneceſſary ſinecure offices and places, with 
little or no official duty annexed to them, that are to be found in 
every official department through the kingdom. When they were 
ſearching every hole and corner in the poor man's dwelling to find 
ſome object of his comfort as the ſource of taxation, one ſhould have 
thought they would not have overlooked their own ſituation, as 
offering ſome ſource of aſſiſtance to the public in its neceſſity— 
No, Mr. Speaker, that was the fartheſt from their thoughts; ſo 
ample a field could not eſcape their obſervation, as the effects of it 
were conſtantly before their eyes. They riſe up in the morning, 
ſurrounded with the ſplendour which it produces, and go to reſt ſa- 
tiated with the luxuries which it affords. Yet, have they, in any 
one inſtance, endeavoured to aſſiſt the public out of the enormous 
emoluments which many of them have had heaped upon them? If 
any ſinecure office or place becomes vacant, inſtead of letting it reſt 
as a relief to the public, it is ſeized with avidity, and as if they 
were afraid any more virtuous than themſelves might ariſe ; nay, 
we ſee them even granting reverſions, to preclude others from re- 
lieving the public from ſuch uſeleſs burdens when it might be done 
without injury to. individuals. As the difficulty in the State in- 
ereaſes, as the danger preſſes harder upon them, the prodigality and 
extravagance in every official department increaſe likewiſe. They 
feel their tottering ſituation, and endeavour to uphold themſelves, 
and to return their ſupport, by new ſources of prodigality and cor- 
ruption. We ſee new Boards eſtabliſhed, new places created, per- 
ſons, long eſtabliſhed in offices, removed with grants of penſions and 
ſinecure places, to them and their deſcendants, not becauſe from age 
or health they have been found unable to diſcharge the duties of 
their ſtation, but, on the contrary, in the full power of acting, and 
in the habitual knowledge of the routine of the department in which 
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they have been employed, and are only made to withdraw with this 
charge upon the public, that they may make room for others to fill 
their ſtation. It is ſuch prodigality that has brought this country 
into the ſituation it now ſands in; and ſhall we, as guardians of 
the public purſe, if we have any longer pretenſions to be called fo, 
not ſtep forward and uſe our endeavours to ſtop ſuch a ſyſtem of 
prodigality and corruption? I have no ſcruple of ſaying there is a 
ſyſtem of influence and corruption prevailing amongſt us to a de- 
gree, which, if we do not overcome, it will bear down and over- 
come the Conſtitution of this country. I am convinced it may 
be legally and quietly corrected by proviſions made within theſe 
walls. If it is not, it is my opinion, my firm belief, it will 
be done turbulently from without. I will put it to the feelings of 
every well-wither to his country, which alternative he would chuſe : 
Is there an alarmiſt, if he is ſincere in his apprehenſion of what he 
profeſſes to be afraid, who will not go along with me in thinking, 
that, to remove the cauſe, is the ſureſt way of preventing the effect? 
But Miniſters increaſe the cauſe of complaint, and endeavour to 
counteract the effect by creating ſtrong and unconſlitutional power. 
In times like the preſent, with the increaſed preſſure of taxes, and 
the ſtill farther burdens that muſt unavoidably be laid upon the 
people at large, does it not become prudent to ſhew the people an 
inclination in Government to make every poſſible ſaving in the ex- 
penditure of that money which is ſo hardly drawn from them ? 
What will they think of Miniſters at this time if they uſe that very 
power and influence to ſtop any proceedings that may tend to leſſen 
and diminiſh the evil of which they fo juſtly complain? Much as 
any ſaving to the public at this time of preſſure and difficulty muſt 
and ought to weigh in the mind of every one who has the intereſt 
and welfare of his country at heart, yet I am free to ecnfeſs, that 
there is another conſideration that weighs ſtrongly in my mind the 
influence that is created by the unbounded patronage that it places 
in the hands of the Miniſter, and which it muſt be obvious to any 
one, bears down the exerciſe of free judgement and opinion in the 
parties intereſted. To that we may attribute the commencement 
and continuance of this ruinous and unfortunate war—to that we 
muſt attribute the accumulation of misfortunes that have been. 
brought upon this country, and which are hanging with increafing 
weight over our heads, ready, if not averted, to cruſh and deſtroy 
this once-flouriſhing kingdom. To the ſame cauſe may we attri- 
bute that obſtinate perſeverance in the unfortunate conteſt with 
America, but which at laſt opencd the eyes of the people, and made 
them call for a retrenchment in ſo loud a voice, that the Miniſter of 
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the day durſt not reſiſt, and was compelled to yield to the temper of 0 
the times, and eſtabliſh a commiſſion to inveſtigate the actual ſtate 
and manner in which the buſineſs of the different offices was carried 


on ; and though much waſte of the public money was made to ap- 
pear, and much corruption and prodigality was brought to light, yet 
little, in comparifon of the magnitude and extent of the evil, was 
ever done in conſequence of it. And fince that time the new-created 
Board, the management of the Eaſt-India Company's affairs, and 
variety of new-created offices and increafed fees and emoluments, 
have greatly overbalanced any reduction that has been made in the 
uſeleſs expenditure of the public money, or the undue influence that 


is created by it. I am afraid I may be thought to treſpaſs too 


mueh on the patience of the Houſe, by producing particular in- 
ſtances of the prevalence of that ſyſtem which fo glaringly ſtands 
forth in every official ſtation we can caſt our eyes upon ; yet, with 


their permiſſion, I will, as ſhortly as may be, touch upon a few, to 


bring the general object I have in view to their conſideration. 

In the arrangement on the revival of the office of Third Secre- 
tary of State, the public was ſaddled with penſions to the amount of 
5, oool. per annum, beſides above as much more for the expence of 
the office itfelf. In the War- office there is an accumulation of fees 
to an enormous amount, ſome of them are returned into other 
offices; but ſtill the public ought to know the ſervice to which they 
are applied. There is a fee of one guinea on every hundred pounds 


on contingent bills and extraordinaries of the army, called the : 


Guinea Fee, which, from the immenſe expenditure at this time, 
muſt amount to a very great ſum : add to that, the fees paid for all 
commiſſions and changes in the army, and for recruiting and beat- 
ing orders, muſt, in the whole, amount to an incredible ſum. The 
manner in which very expenſive works are carried on, without eſti- 
mate or contract, as in the barracks now erecting in the liberty of 
Peterborough, muſt ſubject the public to great impoſition and in- 
creaſe of expence beyond what might be abſolutely neceſſary. In the 
navy department, the due performance of the duty of the reſpective 
offices is fo eſſential to the public, that none ought to be diſcharged 
but by the perſons themſelves, but which, upon inveſtigation, will 
be found by no means the caſe. This laſt ſummer the public were 
faddled with an increaſed falary of 1,6001, per annum to the eight 
Commiſſioners of the Navy, though the Victualling Board was at the 
ſame time aboliſhed ; a continual charge 1 is brought upon the public 
from the unneceffary expenee that is incurred by the erecting large 
houſes for the Port Admiral, the Deputy Governor of Portſmouth, 

and the repairs of Carriſbrook Caſtle in the Week Wight, &c. 
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per of * &c., which, as not abſolutely neceſſary, might, at leaſt, have been 
al ſtate ſpared at this time of general preſſure upon the publie. Great fees 


to ap- 0 
cht, vet revenues are (till matter of great charge to the public, and proper 
l, was objects for conſolidation and retrenchment. In the Law. offices 
created ereat emoluments ariſe from a variety of obſolete ſinecure offices, or 
s, and 5 where the duty, if any, is diſcharged by a deputy with very little 
ments, compenſation for his trouble. The Cuſtoms and Poſt- office will 
in the be found replete with uſeleſs ſinecure offices and appointments, and, 
ce that i8 in many inſtances, held by voters in boroughs, for the purpoſe of 
Po: creating parliamentary influence, with no connection whatever to 
. the nature of the appointment they fill, &c. &c. &e. But enough 
"hands has been faid to convince the Houſe of the n--cſſity that exiſts for 
with th: inquiry that is the object of the motion which I ſhall ſubmit 
few, to to them : | 
: «© That the extent of the ſupplics voted to Government ſince the 
" SHES «© commencement of the preſent war, having cauſed ſo heavy an in- 
* ce creaſe of taxes, it is the duty of this Houſe to inquire, whether 
et C ſome relief to the burdens of the people, or proviſion for farther 
i to c expence, may not be obtained by the reduction of uſeleſs places, 
1 my ſinecure offices, exorbitant fees, and other modes of retrenehment 
h they &« in the expenditure of the public money.” 
pounds Wl .. Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL roſe to ſecond the motion, He 
ed he ſaid, that this was not a time for thofe who felt the critical and dan- 
> time, gerous ſituation to which the country was reduced, to remain filent. 
Gow at It was a period when every man ought to come forward and declare 
Fas. his ſentiments. Nothing but unanimity, not ſuch unanimity as 
The had prevailed within the walls of the Houſe, could fave the country 
ur eil from that dilemma in which it was now placed by the impolitic 
erty of meaſures and prodigal expenditure of the preſent Adminiſtration. 
N Notwithſtanding the impraQicability of introducing any ſpecics of 
* reform, and the oppoſition which had been made to the queſtion in 
ive every ſhape in which it had been agitated, the ſtorm when ready to 
harged burſt over their heads, had, perhaps, at length rouſed that ſenſe of 
1 danger which ought to have induced them to avert it by ſpeedier ap- 
n plications. The melancholy events which had lately taken place, 
e eight the meaſure of the Bank ſtopping payment, and the blow which 
n public credit had received, perhaps would produce that effect which 
public had been denied to the eloquence which had painted the dangers 
K large with which we were threatened, and compel the Houſe to adopt that 
moth. line of condu they ought formerly to have purſued, and to re- 
it, &c. pounce the deluſions by which they have been miſled, He was 


carried 3 ſtill remain payable to the Exchequer from all the accountants that 
come before them. 


Multiplied Boards for the collection of ſmall 
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fortified in theſe opinions from an obſervation, that the neceſſity of 
ſome reform had been recognized by almoſt every gentleman who 
had ſpoken on the preſent ſtate of public affairs. He now called 
upon them to evince the ſincerity of their profeſſions. He would 
not conceal, however, that he was fully convinced that mere re- 
trenchment was not ſufficient. Mere economical regulations would 
not be ſufficient remedies for our preſent ſituation. To fave the 
country, it was neceſſary to obtain the co-operation of the people; 
and to obtain their co-operation, it was necetlary to obtain their con- 
fidence. It was neceſſary, however, to accompliſh this, to evince, 
by ſome deciſive conduct, to prove that the Houſe were not actuated 
by motives of perſonal aggrandizement, that they were not em- 
ployed merely in ſecuring power, places, and penſions, for them- 
ſelves. At preſent lee would not go into the origin of the war, the 
diſregard of public intereſt which Miniſters had manifeſted, the pri- 
ciples which they had held, and the dezeliction of thoſe principles 
which they had exhibited. He could not help remarking, how- 
ever, the quantity of ſpecie which had becn drained from this 
country to ſupport Continental wars, the daring attacks which Mi- 


niſters had made on the functions of Parliament, and the monſtrous 


claim of afluming the power of ſending money out of the country 
without conſent of Parliament. He could not help remarking the 
ſpirit of hoſtility to the people which had appeared of late years in 
the acts of Government, in Proclamations, in Reports of Com- 
mittees, where the groſſeſt charges of diſſoyalty and diſaffection are 
made againſt the people of this country. It was impoſſible, with 
common patience, to conſider the expreſſions which the laſt ſpeech 
from the Throne contained, in which Miniiters had made the moſt 
benevolent Sovereign that ever ruled this country aſcribe the order 
and tranquillity which had prevailed, not to the ſentiments of loyalty 
and attachment to the Conſtitution, but to the force which had been 
impoſed upon his ſubjugated people. Was this a language to be 
borne ? Was it a language fit to be uſed in ſuch times as the preſent? 
He truſted, however, that notwithſtanding the attempts which had 
been made to violate their rights, and to ſubdue their ſpirit, the 
people of this country were till animated by the principles of 
liberty, and by ſentiments of attachment to that free Conſtitution 
they once enjoyed, and that they till were anxious to recover what 
they had loſt. To cheriſh and to keep alive theſe ſentiments, it 
was neceſſary to reſtore them thoſe rights of which they had been 
deprived. Upon this ſubject he ſhould be unwilling to employ the 
blandiſhment of eloquence, did he even poſſeſs the talent; and he 
had aircady ſeen with how little effect it had been exerted. He 
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was ſorry on ſuch a ſubje& to appeal to any thing but the juſtice of 
the Repreſentatives of the People; but, in the preſent: eriſis, he 
called upon them, by every conſideration which could influence their 
minds, to endeavour to draw forth and preſerve the attachment and 
confidence of the People by a proper reſpect for their rights, and 
a real attention to their interetls. He concluded with ſeconding 
the motion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: 
As much of the argument inſiſted upon by the honourable gentle- 
man who made the motion, and the topic introduced by the noble 
Lord by whom it was ſeconded, go far beyond the immediate object 
of conſideration, it is not my intention to enter into ſubjects 
which upon future opportunities may be more regularly diſcuſſed. 
I do not think that the motion of the honourable gentleman in- 
vol ves a diſcuſſion of the origin of the war, or the principles on 
which it was undertaken. I do not think that it is connected with 
the internal ſtate of the country, and the legſlative precautions which 
it was thought neceſſary to adopt for the preſervation of public tran- 
quillity - precautions which, inſtead of being entrenchments upon 
the freedom of the Conſtitution, were bulwarks againſt the attack 
of principles hoſtile to its exiſtence, and which were called for to 
counteract the deſigns of a ſmall but dangerous party, leagued for 
its deſtruction, not on the principles of Engliſh liberty, but of 
The ſafety of the State at that time de- 
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ſary to take ; and though I feel that any review of theſe tranſac- 
tions is foreign to the queſtion on which we are called to decide, 
yet I truſt I may be allowed to notice the manner in which the 
noble Lord has referred to thoſe meaſures which were calculated to 
oppoſe any check to the progreſs of French principles. He has, 
Sir, taken great pains to reprobate the proceedings of Parliament 
on that momentous occaſion ; and the ſpeech which he has delivered 
in ſupport of his honourable friend's motion relates fo little to the 
ſubject of it, that it appears to have been prepared for another 
purpoſe, of which notice has been already given. | He alluded 
here to Mr. Fox's notice of moving for the repeal of the Treaſon 
and Sedition Bills. | But as theſe meaſures have been fully diſ- 
cutſed and determined by Parliament, I cannot, until this Houſe 
feels convinced of their error, ſuppoſe that they have agreed to im- 
proper proceedings. While their reſolutions on thoſe ſubjeRs ſtand 
on record, I am authorized in aſſuming, that they have acted on 
principles of public order agajaſt principles of anarchy and confu- 


ſion; that they have ſupported the cauſe of true liberty againſt the 
Vor. II. F 


— 


— * — 
bee HUG SUR ů — ů — 3 
— 2 7 PR 2 2 — 
_ 


24 PARLIAMENTARY [Comnoxs. 


ravages of licentiouſneſs ; that they have protected religion and mo— 
rality againſt the deſperate attempts of deſtruQive innovation, and 


that they have preſerved our Conſtitution inviolate from the bold 


and daring attacks of a faction acting in concert with the common 


enemy of freedom, and of public and private happineſs. So far, Sir, 
I conceive I have an undiſputed right to argue on the ſolemn decifion 
of this Houſe. With reſpect to the manner in which the honourable 
gentleman has opened his motion, 1 am led to obſerve, that he has 
not entered into any ſpecific grounds to ſupport it. He has confined 
himſelf to very general ſtatements, and he ſeems to have reſerved 
himſelf 'for a particular detail on ſome other opportunity. The 
honourable gentleman appears, from the words of his motion, to 
have two different objects in view. The firſt relates to the making 
retrenchments, and correcting profuſion in the eſtabliſhed offices of 
Government, and in finecure places and penfions. The ſecond 
has for its object an inquiry into the ſtate of the national expendi- 
ture, and propoſes a check on the expences of the State. This, it 
is needleſs for me to urge, is comprehended in a reſolution which has 
already paſſed this Houſe, to inquire into the finances of the 
country, and to conſider of the moſt practieable means for obtaining 
a diminution of the public expenditure. The honourable gentle- 
man means to include in the inveſtigation which he propoſes, ſub- 
jects of the moſt extenſive and complicated nature. He wiſhes to 
embrace all the ordinary and extraordinary expences of the different 
branches of Government. He extends his inquiry into the diſ- 
burſements of the army, navy, and every public eſtabliſhment. 1 
am ready to admit, that as far as this propoſition goes, it forms a 
ſubje& worthy of the conſideration of the Houſe ; and the magni- 
tude of it appears to be ſuch, that no man can ſay what will be the 
effect of it, or to what particular meaſures it may lead. Yet, Sir, 
the honourable gentleman bringing before the Houſe conſiderations 
of ſuch extenſive views, and of ſuch high importance, adopts a 
very ſingular mode of proceeding. He does not think proper to 
offer matters ſo momentous and complicated in their relations in a 
direct manner to parliamentary diſcuſſion, but ſtates them as the 
objects of a collateral inquiry, and introduees them immediately 
after his motion for retrenchment in the offices of Government. 
Bur certainly the honourable gentleman will not deny that there is 
an extreme difference between both objects: for the check which 
he propoſes on the public expences very much exceeds in importance 
that reform which he wiſhes ſhould take place in the eſtabliſhment 
and ſalaries of public offices. The diſtinction between theſe two 
objects being ſo evident, as the latter does not form any part what- 
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ever of the propoſition formerly ſubmitted to the Houſe by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, nor of the notice which he gave of his motion 
of this night, I muſt conſider the manner of introducing it not 
only irregular, but inadequate to the magnitude of the inquiry which 
he,propoſcs to eſtabliſh. I alſo think it neceſſary to remind gen- 
tlemen, that the objects which it comprehends form the grounds of 
my motion for the appointment of the Committee which has been 
this night choſen by ballot. I itated in general terms, previous to 
my bringing forward this motion, the various points to which the 
attention of the Committee was to be directed, but I could not, 
until I appointed that Committee, proceed to offer, in a ſpecific 
manner, each. of theſe points. I therefore only ſtated, that it was 
my wiſh and deſire to move, as an inſtruQtion to the Committee, 
that after inquiring into, and aſcertaining the whole ſtate of the 
finances of the country ; after reviewing the whole amount of the 
debt which had been incurred during the war; after inveſtigating 
the proviſion which had been made to meet it; after conſidering, 
the probable amount of the total expence of public ſervice. for the 
whole of the year 1797, and the ſums now applicable for defraying 
it: I ſay, Sir, after taking theſe ſteps, it was alſo my intention to 
move that farther inſtruction ſhould be given to the Committee to 
exerciſe a full power in forming and digeſting a plan for controlling 
the public expeaditure, and to inquire and report upon the beſt and 
moſt practicable means for obtaining a diminution thereof, I there- 
fore, Sir, am not a little ſurprized, after ſtating theſe meaſures in ge- 
netal terms - meaſures which I contend have been ſanctioned by 
the unanimous concurrence of the Houſe, in conſequence of the ap- 
pointment of the Committee for the profefſed and acknowledged 
conſideration of thoſe very objects, that the honourable gentleman 
ſhould now bring forward a motion to the ſame end, and without 
any previous notice whatever. The inſtruQion for the Committee, 
the nature of which I had thus before ſtated in general terms, I 
held it in my hand ready to move, when the honourable gentleman 
brought forward his motion ; for I certainly did not think any new 
propoſition on the ſame ſubject could be urged, after an expreſs de- 
claration of my deſire that the moſt ſpeedy and effeQual meaſures 
ſhould be taken, which went to retrench the great and heavy ex- 
pences of war ; and were of infinitely ſuperior magnitude to any 
diminution that might be expected in the ſalaries of the public 
offices. | 2s 
Without entering at this moment into a particular diſcuſſion, 
whether there exiſt any ſpecific grounds to authorize the Houſe to 
proceed to a reduction of uſeleſs offices, or to a retrenchment of 
F 2 | 
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profuſe ſalaries, I can only ſay, that it is my wiſh to oppoſe an in- 
quiry, to that effect. Should the preſent motion be diſpoſed of, 
therefore, I intend to move an inſtruction to the Committee to the 
effect J have mentioned, and which has been prepared fince the very 
day I appointed the Committee. But I feel I ſhall not do my duty 
to the Houſe and the public, if I were to agree to any other exami- 
nation than that which I have propoſed, and which has received the 
concurrence of the Houſe. The honourable gentleman has, how- 
ever, neglected many important, and, indeed, neceſſary, conſidera- 
tions in ſuggeſting his motion. He feems, in the firſt place, to have 
been unmindful that the limits of the propoſed reduction ſhould be 
expreſsly declared. He next forgets, that the ſteps which have been 
already taken to effect the ſame end, ſhould be ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of Parliament, as a guide to direct their meaſures ; 


and above all, that no ill-founded hope may be raiſed without fully 


looking into the ſubject on which the deciſion is to be formed. If 
it can appear that retrenchment, both in the number and expence 
of public offices, is calculated to promote the public Service, I am 
convinced there is no man in this Houſe, that will oppoſe it. But 
the queſtion now before us is, what are the ſpecific grounds on 
which the honourable gentleman brings forward his motion ? Tr is 
incumbent on him to point out in a decifive'manner, abuſes which 
are faid to exiſt in the performance of duties, or in payments for 
ſervices which are not done for the public. I know, Sir, how very 
ealy it is to give credit out of doors to the reports of abuſes in ſine- 
cure places and penſions; but I really believe it is a ſubject as much 
miſtaken as any other of a public nature. I therefore think, in 
whatever way the inquiry may terminate, that it will not be of much 
utility. If it can be ſhewn that there are ſtrong grounds for cor- 
recting abuſes, much may be gained for the public good; but if, 
on the contrary, it ſhall appear that there are no ſpecitic grounds to 
warrant a ſtrong meaſure of that kind, and that the idea of the pre- 
valence of abuſes in the offices of the ſtate is erroneous, much alſo is 
gained by removing an opinion, which otherwiſe diminiſh the na- 
tional confidence. Offices of very different deſcriptions come within 
the honourable gentleman's motion : the firſt which preſent them- 


| ſelves to notice are abſolutely neceſſary, and in reſpe& to them the 


inquiry fairly ſtated is, whether or no the number of offices is more 
than the different duties of them require; and ſecondly, whether 
the reward for the exerciſe of the varjous talents and induſtry neceſ- 
fary for the due execution of them is too great ? It might alſo form 
a moſt important conſideration, whether the ſame talents, the ſame 
diligence, and perſeverance, at preſent employed in the performance 
bi AP | 
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of the duties annexed to theſe offices, might not be rewarded in an 
equal or ſuperior manner, were they applied to and exerted in the or- 
dinary purſuits of life ? I have, Sir, no heſitation in ſaying, that it is 
an unjuſt idea to imagine, that the abilities and labour devoted to 
the ſervice of the public ſhould not be paid as well, and to the full 
as liberally by the public, as thoſe which are applied in private life to 
the intereſt of individuals, and which are rewarded by individual 
compenſation. Next to the offices which I have noticed, and which 
muſt be viewed in a neceſſary light, I come to thoſe which relate to 
State duties. Many of them are attended with conſiderable expence 
for the maintenance of the relative duty they ſhould hold to the high 
ranks in life of thoſe near whom they are placed. If we look into 


the various offices connected with the army, the navy, and the re- 


venues, we ſhall find, that the wages they receive are not higher 
than thoſe they might earn by an equal exertion in private life, from 
individuals; and, therefore, Sir, the real ſtate of the queſtion ap- 
pears to be, whether they are paid in a larger way by the public, than 
they would be by particular perſons, for the performance of equal 
ſervices ? I only ſtate this, that gentlemefi may turn it in their 
minds, and not be induced to take up the matter in a general view. 
There are unqueſtionably offices of another deſeription — of leſs bu- 
ſineſs and with fewer duties attached to them; but I think it neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve, that they ariſe out of their ancient manners, and are 
in fact, the remnants of former times, attached to the ſplendor of 
Majeſty, and attendant on the dignity of Monarchy. I am not in- 
clined to ſay what ſhould be the exact ſum for duties of this kind. 
I only maintain, that ſuch offices ever exiſted ; and ſuch has been 
the cuſtom of all countries which have been governed by Monarchs. 
This cuſtom has been interwoven in our Conſtitution, and forms an 


appendage to our mixed Government; not for the diſplay of idle 


parade; not for the looſe gratification of idle vanity, but ſanctioned 
by the authority of our anceſtors, and continued for the dignified 
conſiſtency of appearance in the King of a great and free people. 
Having noticed this branch of public duties, I ſhall only obſerve, 
that though not included in the firſt claſs, they ſhould notwithſtand- 
ing be conſidered as connected with your conſtitution of mixed 
monarchy. Another deſcription of offices is of a more invidious 
nature than any I have yet mentioned. I allude to ſinecure places, 


which, notwithſtanding the ridicule and ſeverity with which they 


may be commented by ſome gentlemen, are capable of being looked 
at with the eye of reaſon. 1 ſhall, Sir, ſhortly ſtate the principles 
on which they ſtand. They ſtand on the invariable cuſtom of this 
country ; they are recognized by the folemn decifions of Parlia- 
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ment. It will not, I truſt, be denied, that the fair principle of 
honourable remuneration has ever been held a ſacred confideration, 
It will not, I hope, be conteſted, that proviſion and retreat for a life 
devoted to the public ſervice, has ever been deemed a juſt and irre- 
ſiſtible motive for conferring permanent rewards. The queſtion 
then preſents itſelf, whether at the inſtant when one common ſweep 
is deſigned, to remove all offices in which actual duty is not per- 
formed, whether remuneration for actions done in the ſervice of 
the ſtate is a wiſe, juſt, and uſeful principle ? Another inquiry will 
naturally ariſe, and that is, whether the mode in which they are diſ- 
tributed is more liable to abuſe than any other ? In the conſideration 
of this queſtion, I will not confidently maintain that the firſt prin- 
ciple of remuneration may not ſometimes be miſapplied, as it fre- 
quently depends on chance, diſcretion, and various cauſes, which it 
is unneceſſary for me to enumerate. It may alſo be objected, that 
it cannot be aſcertained by a preciſe rule how to reward preciſe 
merit. But then, Sir, I ſay, can any other method more effica- 
cious, more independent of abuſes, and leſs liable to errors, be 
adopted? Can any other mode be pointed out in which chance 
and diſcretion are to be completely laid afide? Suppoſe, Sir, for 
a moment, that even an application to Parliament ſhould be made 
the conſtitutional way of beſtowing this kind of rewards; can it be 
imagined that ſuch a proceeding would produce leſs complaint and 
murmurs than the preſent way in which they are conferred ? I beg, 
therefore, gentlemen will not conclude, becauſe there may be ſome 
offices connected with Government which it may be wiſe to reform, 
that all are indiſcriminately to be wiped away. I ſhould imagine, 
that a correct and particular ſtatement ought to be made of uſeleſs 
offices, and exceſſive ſalaries; that ſpecific objections ſhould be 
preciſely ſtated, and thus, by purſuing an authentic detail, the 
Houſe might be enabled to entertain a probability of the faving 
which could be made for the country. But, Sir, if without reſort- 
ing to any of theſe indiſpenſable meaſures; if without eſtabliſhing 
a proper clue, which in the courſe of inquiry would lead to a juſt 
concluſion, you were to precipitate this buſineſs; I muſt contend, 
that inſtead of ſtriving to meet the popular opinion, inſtead of ſerv- 
ing the 2flential intereſts of the nation, you would, on the contrary, 
act in oppoſition to both, and even excite genen! diſcontent. In 
ſuch a caſe, the Houſe would not do juſtice to themſelves, nor to 
their conſtituents. But this is not the firſt time you have been 
called, on to interfere in ſimilar conſiderations. The honourable 
gentleman, brought forward, i in the laſt Parliament, a reſolution of 
the ſame nature which he has this night propoſed ; and the event of 
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it is freſh in every perſon's recollection. In a former Parliament, 
a plan, which contained a particular detail, which furniſhed a full 
ſtatement of the grounds of the application, and which went to a 
general economical reform, was brought forward by a right honour- 


a bie gentleman (Mr. Burke), who is no longer a Member of this 


Houſe: yet Parliament, at that period, and in an hour of confeſſed 
neceſſity, with every poſſible authority before them, with every do- 


# cument which a well- digeſted and a judiciouſly- executed plan could 


furniſh, with the Report of the Commiſſioners inveſted with powers 
to examine into the various branches comprehended in the propoſed 
reform : I ſay, Sir, Parliament, with all theſe authorities before 
them, which the moſt exalted talents, or the moſt minute inveſtiga- 
tion, could ſupply, proceeded in a very cautious and limited manner. 
They aboliſhed ſome offices, and reduced the value of others ; but 
they did not allow themſelves to extend their reform- beyond a pru- 


+ dential and conſtitutional line of conduct; and what cannot be 
W too cloſcly attended to, they effected no change nor modification 


ES whatever, without the aid of incontrovertible evidence, and the 


aſſiſtance of poſitive fact. They wiſely lopped off whatever was 
proved to be ſuperfluous, and they made reductions to the amount 
of many thouſand pounds. To them were added favings bv the 
Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, which were confirmed 
by the vote of Parliament. But when they came to inveſtigate 
the offices held under the Exchequer, and proceeded to take into 
their conlideration the nature of the tenure by which ſinccure places 
were held, they did not think fit entirely to lop them off. The 
Tellers of the Exchequer, and ſeveral other offices, were retained 
and recognized by the reſolution of Parliament as neceſſary to be 
continued, Such was the opinion of the right honourable gentle- 
man who propoſed the reform, and ſuch were the ſentiments even of 
ſome gentlemen whom I now ſce over againſt me. A conſiderable 
reduction was then alſo effected in different offices of the Cuſtoms, 
while ſome were entirely dropped ; and, with reſpe& to ſubordinate 
employ ments, large additional ſavings were made. I have now to 
obſerve, that in all theſe retrenchments the Houſe proceeded on the 
general and acknowledged principle of remuneration for public ſer- 
vices which I have already ſtated; and of ſuch weight was that 
principle, that even Mr. Burke himſelf, though animated with the 
moſt enthuſiaſtic zeal to carry his plan into exccution, was on every 
occaſion ready to recognize not only the wiſdom, but the neceſſity of 
adopting it. I maintain, Sir, the ſinecure offices are given in the 
nature of a freehold tenure. Parliament has expreſsly faid, they 
Will reſpe& them as ficch61d property; and if, in anſwer to this 
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ſolemn declaration, it is urged, that Parliament may reſcind their 
former reſolutions, I fay they may, by a parity of reaſoning, deſtroy 
every kind of property in the country. But to dwell any longer on 
this kind of argument would be too abſurd to merit attention ; and 
I have only to obſerve, that we ought not to loſe ſight, even for an 
inſtant, of thoſe grand principles which lead to and are inſeparable 
from the adminiſtration of public juſtice. I repeat, Sir, it is my 
fincere and earneſt wiſh, that the Houſe ſhould aſcertain the parti- 
cular offices which may be paid beyond the duties annexed to them, 
and beyond the truſt and reſponſibility which attach to them. But 
until that great and neceſſary meaſure takes place, you cannot pro- 
ceed to retrench or to lop off. I muſt once more entreat the atten- 
tion of the Houſe, to the nature of the honourable gentleman's mo- 
tion, and to the time in which it is propoſed. The tendency of it 
is completely included in the inſtruction of which I have already 
given a general ſtatement, and which I have given notice I ſhould 
move for the direction of the Committee, and it is brought forward 
at the very moment when a general inveſtigation is ſet on foot with 
reſpect to the whole finance of the country, and with a view of 
aſcertaining a plan for controlling the public expenditure. If 
therefore, Sir, it ſhould be the opinion of the Houſe to refer to the 
Committee the ſubject of the honourable gentleman's motion, as 
part of the general inquiry with which it was intended they ſhould. 
be entruſted, it would be an eaſy matter, if the words of the in- 
ſtruction were thought too general, to introduce particular terms 
that might peculiarly ſpecify it. On theſe grounds I oppoſe the 
motion, convinced as I am, that were I to agree to it, the Public 
could derive no benefit from it, and that I myſelf ſhould become a 

party in the diſappointment, and in the deluſion of the people: 1 
therefore move the previous queſtion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN. It is not poſſible to add much by way of 
argument to the propoſition which is now before you, becauſe nothing 
can, in my apprehenſion, be more clearly the duty of the Houſe than 
to inquire whether any relief may not be found to the people of this 
country by the abolition or retrenchment of finecure places. and 
penſions. Upon this propoſition, however, clear” as it is, the pre- 
vious queſtion has been moved and ſeconded, or in other words, it 
has been moved that this is an untimely propoſition, and that we 
were not at this moment in a ſituation i in which ſuch a propoſition 
ought to be canvaſſed. 

With due reſpect to you, Sir, I believe I only ſpeak the general 
opinion of this Houſe when I ſay that you worthily fill that chair, 
and that it ought to be underſtood that you are the higheſt authority 
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in this Houſe; but when J ſtate that you are the ſuperior authority, 
I ought to correct my expreſſion, at leaſt in the opinion of one in- 
dividual, for the right honourable gentleman who has juſt ſat down 
has told us that he is ſuperior to you. He ſtands up and bold!y 
avows that he has appointed a Committee; the expreſſion was a 
very remarkable one, he ſaid, When I appointed the Com- 
mittce.” It was not a ſlip, for the very notice that was taken of 
it at the moment it was uttered, called on the right honourable 


entleman to retract or qualify it, or to make ſome apology for 


having uttcred it; but he did no ſuch thing. I believe he diſ- 
dained to make any apology. I ſhould not have taken notice of 
the words if I confidercd them as a mere flip, but believing them 
to be no ſlip, I am bound to take them as the genuine ſentiment of 
the right honourable gentleman. It is only one more ſpecimen of 
his arrogance than we have witneſſed before, and which he cannot 
deny. In my humble apprehenſion, the whole of the queſtion will 
turn upon this very point, for the right honourable gentleman does 
not deny that there ought to be an inquiry into this ſubject ; but his 
difficulty is, that he does not know what my honourable friend 
means to follow up with the pledge which he has propoſed to the 
Houſe by his motion, but he ſays he thinks the proper obje& of the 
motion will be attained by ſomething which he has himſelf deter- 
mined upon; for he ſays, that ever ſince he appointed the Com- 
mittee, he had a certain paper, which he intended to move as in- 
ſtructions to that Committee, which will anſwer all the beneficial 


« purpoſes for which the motion of my honourable friend is intro- 


duced. This ſhews us that he was ſincere when he ſaid he ap- 
pointed a Committee, and he ſpoke correctly, for he certainly did 
appoint that Committee. But that is the very thing that I com- 
plain of, and wiſh to prevent the repetition of. I wiſh the motion 
ot my honourable friend to be carried, and that it may be followed 
up by ſome meaſure that will prevent the Miniſter from appointing 
another Committee ; for I do not want to refer any public meaſure 
to a Committee appointed by him. I have heard it rumoured 
that I am one of the Members who are appointed by the Miniſter 
upon a Committee; to which he ſays, he will refer the material 
part of my friend's motion. Now, without meaning the leaſt per- 
ſonal diſreſpect to any of the Members of that Committee, I ſhall 
go into it with a perfect conviction that we ſhall make a Report that 
will not in the leaſt ſatisfy the minds of the public. I come now 
to the moſt material part of the Miniſter's ſpeech upon the ſubje& 
which is now before us. The leading features of that ſpeech tend 


to eſtabliſh as a principle that corruption in public affairs is adapted 
Vor. II. 
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to the very nature of our Conſtitution, and that public buſineſs can- | 
not be carried on without corruption. He has reminded us of | 
Mr. Burke's bill, which was brought into this Houſe in 1780, and 
carried into effect in 1782. That he calls a meaſure of confeſſed 
neceſſity, but he doubts whether the ſame neceſſity exiſts now, or 
rather he denies it. No man doubted the neceſſity then; and who 
are they who deny it now? Who will compare the ſituation of this 
country in the vear 1780 with its ſituation now, and ſay, that the 
neceſſity of retrenchment is not intinitelv greater now than -it was 
then? It is true the neceſſities of tis country were thought to be 
great in the year 1780, and very great they were; but in the year 
L780 the Bank of England had not ſtopt payment. Will any man 
in his ſenſes compare the two periods, and then tell me that there 
is not now a greater reaſon, on the face of things at leaſt, fur exami- 
nation and retrenchment than there was then? The Miniſter's pro- 
poſition goes to this extent, that ſinecures and places of great emo- 
lument c+.ght to be held in this country; that to aboliſh them all 
would be injurious to the public. I belicve that ſomething of this 
kind, but in a limited degree, was admitted at the time when Mr. 
Burke's bill paſſed. But taking this doctrine to be correct, and 
I do not diſpute it, will the Miniſter, or will any of thoſe who tit 
around him, deny, that ſince the paſſing of Mr. Burke's bill, places 
of great emolument and patronage have been created? that fees 
which were ſuppoſed to be aboliſhed by that bill have becn renewed * 
Have they not revived that which ſtood in the very front of that 
bill as an object of final extinction, the office of third Secretary of | 
State? I ſay it has been proved, that ſome of the things which were 
intended to be lopped off by that bill have been revived. I fay 
the Miniſter himſelf holds ſome things which ought to be lopped 
off. Does he deny it? What will he ſay of the ſeminary which 
was eſtabliſhed for young Stateſmen * Will he tell exactly what his 
own fees are? and will he maintain that they are abſolutely neceſ- 
- fary, and that none of them are received by him but for proper ſer- 
vices rendered to the public? At the time when Mr. Burke's bill 
paſted, it meant and intended that there ſhould ſoon follow a regu- 
lation with reſpect to the Foreſts and the Crown Lands: but of 
them the Miniſter did not ſay a ſingle word to-night ; although at 
the time I have fo often mentioned, the great patronage and influ- 
ence they created were held forth as things to be aboliſhed. The 
Minifter may ſay, there are many offices in the [Treaſury and other 
public departments that are not over-paid. I verily believe there 
are; many of them I know to be very laborious ones, ſome of which 
I believe to be under-paid ; but does that prove that there are none 
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of them over- paid? Indced, when any man tells me ſo, I feel the 
abſurdity ſo much, that I can hardly return a grave anſwer to ſuch 
an aſſertion. I will pledge myſcif to this Houſe, and to this 
Country, to ſhew that all the waſte and profligacy which attends 
places, penſions, and abuſes of various publie offices, is ſo great, as 
to be ſufiicient to maintain with bread all the labouring poor of this 
country. I do not ſpeak haſtily and at random; I have informa- 
tion to proceed upon, for I have been in a ſituation in which I had 
an opportunity of examining into theſe matters. I hold a paper 
that was put into my hand, that will tend to illuſtrate what I now 
ſay : it relates to a meritorious officer under the Crown, an honour- 
able gentleman who lits oppoſite me (Mr. Roſe} ; he is Seerctary to 
the Treaſury, with a Fl of 3,200). a year; Clerk of Parlia- 
ment, that is, Clerk to the Houſe of Lords, 4, oool.; Maſter of 
the Pleas, with another large ſalary ; and ſeveral other offices, 
which make in all upwards of 10,00cl. a ycar. I am not denying 
the merit of that honourable gentlemen; but when we are told that 
offices are paid on account of great and laborious duties, for God's 
ſake let us underſtand the thing as it is; let us aſk, Whether all 
theſe otlfiecs, for inſtanee, are performed by that honourable gentle- 
man? and then let us af', ourſelves, Whether there is any thing 
here that may with ſafety to the public be lopped off? Suppoſe we 
turn our eyes to the ſituation of tie right honourable gentleman him- 
ſelf (Mr. Pitt), I believe we ſhall * that he holds ſome that are 
not very laborious. Or if we take a view of the fituation of a noble 
Lord, a near connection of his, (Lord Grenville), who for a ſhort 
time filled that chair, he holds a great finceure office which was 
given to him ſome time ago; and whatever may be his merits, it is 
certain that he has not earned that ſinecure by a very long, or very 
laborious employment in the public ſervices. Theſe are only a few 
things which I refer to; but there are inſtances after inſtances, 
which miglit be given of offices held, for which long and laborious 
ſervices cannot be pleaded. I ſhall not go through them, becauſe 
I know the Houſe would not have any pleaſure | in the recital : I 
only mention thoſe few to ſhow upon what foundation the Miniſter 
reſts his gencral aſſertion of the neceſſity of theſe things. The main 
queſtion for this Houſe to gonſider, and which they ought to eonſider 


attentively, is this: Is there, or is there not, a general impreſſion 


abroad that theſe things arc ſevere grievances, and that by lopping 

many of them off the public may have conſiderable relief; for 1 

az-ce with the Miniſter, that unleſs that be fo, it is idle to have re- 

co rſe to, and very blameable to hold out to the public, any hope of 

rel ct from ſuch a ſource. The Miniiter ſeems to be much afraid 
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of deluding the public with too much hope from ſuch a reſource as 4 


this. I can tell him, that J know the public have great expecta- f 
tions upon this ſubject; and if he ſets about it properly, the public 33 
will not be deluded ; for there is much to be done to relieve them 
in this way. I do not look to the relief which the public will 4 


have in a pecuniary ſenſe by the reduction of uſeleſs places merely, 
but I look alſo to the effect which that reduction will have; it will 
deſtroy that influence which has contributed ſo much to our undo-—- 
ing: had this been carried into execution before the commencement 
of this war, we ſhould not have had the hundreds of millions added 
that have been added to our national debt; we ſhould not have had 
to mourn over the hundreds of thouſands, and even millions, of our 
fellow-creatures, whoſe lives have been ſacrifhced to carry it on. 
Such we ſee has been the effect of this war; and the control over 
theſe uſeleſs places has been one of the moſt powerful means by 
which Miniſters have been enabled to carry it on; and that is the 
point of view in which I conſidered theſe things as formidable and 
calamitous to this country. The Miniſter talks of the expectation 
of the public, as if he was perfectly at caſe upon the matter. Does 
he reflect upon the impreſſion he has made upon the public mind by 
the bribery he has emplored to gain voti, in this Houſe; in adviſing 
His Majeſty to make fo laviſh a diſtribution of the Peerage? There 
are no leſs than one hundred and ſixty Peers created fince the com- 
mencement of the preſent Adminiſtration. When we ſec the people 
ſuffering their burdens with ſuch an admirable patience, have we no 
reaſon to apprehend that they will reflect on theſe things: and 
ſhould we wonder if, at laſt, all which has been ſaid upon the ne- 
ceſſity of the war by thoſe who have been ſo favoured, was only 
ſaid by them to anſwer the purpoſe of their own aggrandizement ? 
That they were only purſuing what they had in view all their life- 
time? This will impreſs on the people, that every public man who 
obtains rewards from the Miniſter, only thinks of his own intereſt, 
without the leaſt attention to public welfare. I have heard a Mem- 
ber of this Houſe ſay, that ſome perſons were made Peers who were 
not fitter for that honour than his Groom ; but, unfortunately for 
me, I cannot call upon that gentleman to verify that fa& here, for 
he is now made a Peer himſelf, I underſtand there is another 
batch of Peers about to be created, and, from the names I have 
ſeen, no doubt that, while opulence is deemed to be one of the re- 
quiſites for that diſtinQion, as I think it is, they may be very fit; but 
when ſeſſion after ſeſſion this practice is followed to keep up influ- 
ence, what are the public to think? I am afraid their minds are 
made up upon, the matter. Much reference has been had to-night 
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to the labours of Mr. Burke. 1 have read many of his produe- 
tions, among them a work entitled, Thoughts on a Regicide 
Peace.” - Although I deteſt the principle on which that, as well as 
many others of that author's works is founded, yet there is a ſenti- 
ment in it which, I think, is founded in wiſdom. After a beauti- 
ful metaphor, he ſays, That the groſs maſs of the people of every 
country will be directed and moved by the example of men of ſupe- 
rior minds and ſuperior authority.” This obſervation I wiſh the 
Houſe to bear in mind. We cannot reaſonably call on the maſs of 
the people to bear their diſaſters with patience, but from the pure 
example of men of ſuperior minds and ſuperior authority. If ever 
there was a moment in which the higher claſſes ought to ſhow their 
difintereſted diſpoſitions and their love of the public good, unmixed 
with any wiſhes for their own advantage, it is the moment at which 
I am ſpeaking : inſtead of which, to the ſhame of Government, 
aud, in my opinion, to the ſhame of this Houſe, there is a general 
principle cheriſhed which ſupports corruption to an unlimited ex- 
tent. I hope the Miniſter will reflect on theſe things, or, at leaſt, 
that this Houſe will reflect upon them. The Miniſter has faid, 
that he had in his contemplation to move inſtructions to the Com- 
mittee, which will anſwer all the beneficial purpoſes which are in- 
tended by this motion. It is a little remarkable that we never 
heard of theſe inſtructions before; and my honourable friend has 
given a pretty long notice of his intention to bring this ſubje& 
forward, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that after the comment which had 
been made upon a part of his ſpeech, he thought it neceſſaty for him 
to ſay a word in explanation. He really did not recollect that he 
had faid he appointed a Committee. It was impoſſible for him to 
intend to convey ſuch an idea as that he had appointed a Committee. 
It, therefore, he made uſe of ſuch an expreſſion, he would put it to 
tie candour of any man in the Houſe, without excepting the ho- 
nourable gentleman who accuſed him of it, whether it could be 
aſcribed to any thing but a lapſe occaſioned by the warmth of ſpeak- 
ing in the hurry of public debate. 

Mr. ROSE. I am beyond meaſure afoniſhed, Mr. Speaker, at 
the aſſertions which I have heard to-night reſpecting the employ- 
ments which I have the honour to hold, after the formal and poſi- 
tive denial which I made three years ago to aſſertions of a ſimilar 
nature. If the honourable gentleman were not inclined at that 
time to take my word for the truth of my declarations, he could, at 
leaſt, have made :n inquiry ; and ſurely he has had ſufficient time 


and opportunity to do ſo. Of the offices wh.ch he has been pleaſed 
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to enumerate as under my direction, I muſt aſſure the Houſe, that 
three I do not hold, two I have not held for a conſiderable time, 
and one I never held. The income of one is much leſs than he 
has ſtated, and the income of the other two is monſtrouſly exag- 
gerated. One of them I acquired by a grant from the Crown, in 
a way which was open to me in conſequence of an addreſs from the 
Houſe of Lords; and I with to know whether it is leſs honourable 
in me to poſſeſs a ſinecure place than it was in the right honourable 
gentleman below the honourable gentleman who made the com- 
ment (Mr. Fox), who, during the time he was in Adminiſtration, 
held three ſinecure places. In regard to the Secretary's Office of 
the Treaſury, the honourable gentleman has greatly exaggerated 
the income. It is 3,500l. a year; and before I came into the 
office, was much higher, being at that time 5,0001. a year, which 
emolument my predecceifor enjoyed. But when I cane in, I told 
the Lords Commiſſioners that I conceived it improper to let the 
profits of ſuch a ſituation fluctuate in peace and war; an! 7 ac- 


cordingly fixed them below the lowelt peace efabiitiiuncn Vu 
will be Pleaſed to obir: Ss Sir, that 1 do not mention! 7 
Other Was lian explanation. 1 do nor ccunp' in chat [ am nit 


fully rewarded for my ſervices, for Heaven knows i ain 
rewarded well enough, though I certainly receive near 2,0001. a 
year leſs than my predeceſſor. Now, Sir, in regard to the more 
general declaration of the honourable gentieman, that the additions 
to the public eſtabliſhments are greater than they were before the 
reduction of Mr. Burke's bill, that I deny, and I ſhall ſoon be able 
to come to iſſue with the honourable gentleman about it, as the 
queſtion is now likely to be ſpeedily tried. As to ſalaries, they 
are in general below the value of the ſervices for which they are 
performed. I do remember a time, however, when the honour- 
able gentleman, who is now fo ſtrenuous for inquiry and retrench- 
ment, was averſe to ſuch groveling and petty meaſures, as he termed 
them. TI ſhall now beg leave to reply to a tew obſervations of the 
honourable gentleman, who ſpoke firſt this evening, on points 
where he has ſhown himſelf mifinformed. He has ſtated ſome 
expenditure in the Exchequer under that miſinformation ; the fecs 
which he conſidered as being unaccounted for, are uſed to the pur- 
poſes for which they are ordered to be uſed by law. The honour- 
able gentleman ſtated, that the Commiſſioners of the Navy had 
I,oool. a year each; I believe they have but 7 ol. Someaddition 
has been lately made to their ſalaries, and for what purpoſe * For- 
merly the proviſions for the Navy were ſupplied by Agents and Con- 
tractors, the friends of the Miniſter in the Houſe of Commons, or 
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by ſome of their connections, at a great expence ; and this mode of 
giving contracts was ſimilar to the diſpoſal of Loans and Lottery 
Tickets for the purchaſe of Miniſterial ſupport. Now the whole 
is tranſacted by the Boards in conſequence of the addition to their 


| {alaries ; and I leave the Houſe to judge, whether the expence be 


greater than when the abuſes I before mentioned were practiſed, to 
the amount of 80,000!. advantage to private individuals. In re- 
card to the ſinecures in the Navy-office, the honourable gentleman 
has been miſinformed. All thoſe who receive pay do duty. The 
Tranſport-office is a new Board, which was abſolutely neceſſary for 


the benefit and diſpatch of that branch of ſervice ; and the eſtabliſh- 


ment conſiſts of five Commiſſioners of 1,000]. a year cach, three 
of whom are Officers of the Navy, and therefore better ſuited to 
the ſkill and direction of that department; and the others are gen- 
tlemen of tried ability and experience, and perfectly fitted for the 
important truſt committed to their charge. Inquiry ſhould precede 
determination. At preſcnt the Houſe was uninformed of the num- 
ber and expenditure of public offices, and it would be highly im- 
proper to ground that upon aſſertion, which ſhould be demonſtrated 
by proof. For my own part, I wiſh for a thorough inveſtigation 
into the number and value of all the offices of public ſervice, and I 
with the inquiry to be made with the utmoſt poſſible minuteneſs, 
becauſe I am ſenſible it will remove a great deal of miſapprehenfion 
on this ſubject. But I hope the Houſe will not be made a party in 


e deluſive opinion, that it is neceſſary to go into an abolition of 


the greater branches of public expenditure, nor adopt the partial and 
unprofitable plan which was formerly ſuggeſted, of taxing places 
and penſions ; becauſe J am well aware, neither the abolition nor 


the tax would produce what is ſuppoſed. "The Houſe, I truſt, will 


conſider the object of the honourable gentleman, and examine how 
far it is prudent or politic to promote it. There can be no more 
folid reaſon for taxing the income of a public man, than ſor taxing 
the income of any other individual, ſinee none of them are paid for 
more than what the ſame abilities and attention are actually worth. 
Gentlemen ought to be cautious too, elſe it may poſſibly be difficult 
to define where ſuch a principle, if once admitted, would end. By 
the act of Queen Anne, when the war required great and unuſual 
exertions, the tax on incomes was not confined to public offices, but 
it extended to Lawyers and Phyſicians, and the Stewards of Manors 
alſo. In fact, it is juſt as unfair to tax the ſalary of any perſon in 
a public office, as it would be to tax the peculiar property of any in- 
dividual ; for the pay which I receive for my public ſervices and 
public labour is as much my legal claim and legal right as any other 
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claim or right whatever. I have no difficulty in ſtating a general 
opinion upon this ſubject, which is, that there is no more reaſon 
for attacking a grant from the Crown held by me, or any other 
perſon, than for attacking any other property held by any private in- 
dividual in this kingdom ; thar there is no more reaſon for attack- 
ing the property held by me under the Crown, than there is for at- 
tacking the property that was granted to the anceſtor of the noble 
Lord who ſeconded this motion, by the Crown, three hundred 
years ago. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, in explanation, that he did not mean 
to ſay any thing harſh againſt the honourable gentleman who had 
juſt ſpoken. He was a man of great application and induſtry ; he 
had ſtated facts as he underſtood them to be; but that that ho- 
nourable gentleman had not informed the Houſe of the total 
amount of his income under Government. He admitted that ſer- 
vices ought to be well paid for, but he contended that large ſums of 
money ſhould not be given under the title of rewards for ſervices, 
when, in faQ, nothing was done for them. Now that gentleman 
was Clerk of the Houſe of Lords, for which he did nothing. The 
office was, indeed, a very laborious one, but it was performed by 
Cowper. He would now aſk the honourable gentleman, whether 
he had not ſecured the reverſion of that place to his own relation 
for no ſervice whatever, while the gentleman who performs the 
duties of the office has nothing? With reſpe& to the addreſs of 
the Houſe of Lords, he underſtood that that addreſs did not ſpecify 
that honourable gentleman as a perſon to fill the office, although he 
had the good fortune to obtain it. 

Mr. ROSE replied, that the total amount which the honourable 
gentleman had ſtated of his places was a monſtrous exaggeration. 
In regard to the place which His Majeſty conferred upon him of 
Clerk of the Houſe of Lords, it was in conſequence of an ad- 
dreſs of the Houſe of Lords, which did name ſome public ſervices 
he had rendered ; whether thcſe ſervices deſerved that reward, was 
another queſtion, and he was by that name ſtated in that addreſs as 
a perſon deſerving of that office. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR condemned the groſs error 
and monſtrous principles in which the motion for retrenchment was 
founded, and roſe to reply, not only to general obſervations, but to 
ſome which required an explanation concerning the office which he 
held. He confidered the reply of his right honourable friend (Mr. 
Pitt) to be ſo fatisfatory and concluſive on the general ſtatement, to 
all who heard him, that it ſeemed to require a confidence of a dif- 
ferent ſort to that which his right honourable friend ſolicited, to em- 
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bolden any one to conteſt about it longer. It had been ſaid, that 
his right honourable friend had now avowed and brought forward 
his ſyſtem and opinions of corruption, when that ſyſtem and thoſe 
opinions had not only been recognized by general principles, by 
every well-regulated Government, and by the antient forms and 
cuſtoms of this Country, but had been recognized by the conduct 
of Parliament alſo. On that memorable occaſion, in the years 
1780, and aftcrwards in 1782, the principle was recognized by 
the moſt ſolemn and authoritative judgement of the Houſe. The 
illuſtrious gentleman (Mr. Burke), whoſe clear and comprehenſive 
mind ſurveyed, difieted, arranged, examined, and new-modelled 
the ſyſtem of the public expenditure, acted upon a large, liberal, 
ſound, and ſtateſman-like foundation. He did not ſhift and ac- 
commodate himſelf to that ſort of doArine which might attract the 
breath of a certain deſcription of perſons out of doors, by raifing an 
idle and an empty clamour againſt ſinecure places, but convinced 
that retributions ſhould be proportionate to ſervices, and that a 
youth of diſtreſs and labour deſerved an age of affluence and cafe, he 
provided accordingly. Such were the opinions, and ſuch was the 
ſyſtem of thoſe very perſons with whom the honourable gentlemen 
oppotite had once affociated, and with whom, without any diſpa- 
ragement to them, it might be their pride and hoaſt to have ated. 
The honourable gentleman had laboured very hard to repreſent that 
the country called for very ſtrong exertions; and what was the 
judgement which he gave upon it? Why, it went to faſten the 
neceſlity of aboliſhing every ſinccure place; or, in other words, of 
deſtroying public confidence ; of depriving the uſeful and the brave 
of their remuneration ; and of preventing people in future from 
being ſo prompt and vigorous as they otherwiſe might be, on ac- 
count of the inſecurity or improbability of obtaining any recom- 
pence. Gentlemen ought to recolle& where they were when they 
argued in that manner, and talk like Stateſmen in Parliament, and 
not as if they were haranguing a club at a public-houſe. Let them 
learn to ſuic their opinions to their ſituation, and not to cut off all 
rewards, and thereby force the people who purſue the common 
trathe of life to find a market for their zeal in other places. To 
what dilemma did they with to bring the countty ? They would 
deprive the public of the aſſiſtance of all who are in office by rob- 
bing them of their pay, and for what? That thoſe who are out of 
office might leave them in the lurch, or be invited to receive it l 
Such a jeſt might ſerve to ſet © ſome barren ſpeRators laughing,” 
but it was too contemptible for ſerious argument; for what was the 


plain iſſue of it, but that perſons, whoſe long and able ſervices were 
Vol. II. 
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entitled to remuneration and reward, were to be cut down and im- 
poveriſhed ; all men were to rank on the ſame level; there were to 
be no ſources of emolument, no credit to the country, no chance in 
the common lottery of life, no change in the courſe and progreſs of 
events, but the ſame blank, the ſame unintereſting ſcene to prevail 
for ever. Did they with, then, that none were to ferve the public 
but men of fortune ? Grant it. Have men of fortune always the 
abilities to ſerve the public, or even if they have, will they alſo have 
the inclination? Would the honourable gentleman who brought 
forward the motion, „I do not aſk him at preſent,” faid Mr. 
Windham, © but would he chuſe from a ſtrict ſenſe of duty, a love 
of employment, or a love of power, to quit his native ficlds, to leave 
the eaſe and comforts of retirement, to abjure the luxurics of life, 
and forſake the ſmiles of his family, for the trouble, hazard, and 
fatigue of a public employment, without honour, without profit, and 
without praiſe.” If there were the neceſſity to purſue the ſubject 
farther, would he wiſh to drive the talents of the country into the 
ſervice of the public? The experiment might be fatal! Theſe being 
the principles and grounds of the opinion of a neceſſity of retrench- 
ment in the public offices, as ſtated to the Houſe by the honourable 
gentleman and his honourable friend, might the Houſe rely upon 
their integrity that they would not puſh them farther * Allow that 
they did not, it would be difficult, perhaps, to fix the preciſe boun- 
dary ; and then it might be nceeſſary alſo to inquire what changes 
might enſue, and where the Houſe ſhould deſiſt from preſſing this 
regulation. But a new caſe occurs, which muſt be ſhewn. The 
honourable gentleman ſtated, that a great deal of patronage had 
been growing up fince the laſt regulation. For the fake of argu- 
ment, admit it, and admit too, that the Houſe in conformity were 
inclined to renew the meaſure. Well, what then? Is it not ne- 
ceflary firſt to inquire, whether the eſtabliſhments grow out of the 
neceſſity of public ſervice, whether there be not a better regulation 
of buſineſs by the increaſe of expence, than could be balanced by 
the diminution ; or whether there might not be particular circum- 
ſtances which required ſuch an extenſion? If any of theſe caſcs 
bear out the propriety of their continuance, what then is the Houſe 
to do? Why, then the Houſe is to inquire whether they be rightly 
arranged or not: if they are all right, uſeful, and expedient, it muſt 
be wiſe and prudent to preſerve them as they are : if they are wrong, 
uſeleſs, or obſtruQive, then they ought to be aboliſhed, or reformed. 
Then came before the Houſe in its turn, the ſubject of the calamity 
of this country. He agreed with gentlemen, that this country was 
in a fate of calamity, although he differed from them about the 
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cauſe, and as much about the remedy to be applicd to that cala- 
mity. That calamity was not owing to the loſs of our commerce, 
for it was flouriſhing in a high degree; nor was it to be aſcribed to 
the diminution of our manufactures, the neglect of our agriculture, 
the decay of our trade, for there was no viſible decline in any of 
theſe ; on the contrary, the country was full of wealth. The ca- 
lamity which we felt, was the calamity which all Europe felt; it 
was a calamity which the pernicious doctrine which had been too 
prevalent in a ncighbouring country had occaſioned all over Europe, 
and which it was the duty of all Europe to repel, and to which the 
ſpeeches of ſome gentlemen, who favoured this and the like mo- 
tions, too much contributed; the effects of which at preſent were 
the enormous acquiſitions and arrogant pretenſions of our enemies, 
and which we were called upon to reſiſt by a great general policy, 
not by the mean and miſerable ſaving of the ends of candles and the 
parings of bits of cheeſe, ſuch as this motion could only be compe- 
tent to produce. Tf there was any waſte in any public department, 
the Houſe ſhould meet it fairly, and come to ſome manly regulation 
upon the ſubject; but they .ſhould not practiſe ſo mean and fo 
ſhabby a deluſion upon the public, as to hold up the ſavings of a 
few finecure places as a reſource to leſſen the public burdens ; for 
he verily believed, that the fee ſimple of all ſuch ſavings would 
not amount to a farthing a head to all the inhahitants of London. 
It was by holding up as a great reſource for the public, this ſyſtem 
of pitiful economy, that the diſcontented ſpirits of this country were 
emboldened ; while the good effects to be expected, were but ridi- 
culous and idle dreams. If Miniſters had conducted the war im- 
properly, let the Houſe ſay ſo, and impeach them at once; but this 
was not the way to redreſs the grievances of the public, if they had 
any to complain of; on the contrary, it led direQly to the greateſt 
miſchief, for by attacking the property of a placeman, they attacked 
all ſpecies of property. Thoſe who thought that a placeman ought +. 


to be ſtript, would ſoon be brought to think every man who had any 


wealth ought to be ſtript alſo ; nay, he thought that, according to 
the mode of reaſon adopted againſt placemen, he ſhould make a 
better figure in endeavouring to defend the emoluments of his place, 
than in the character of a country gentleman : he could defend his 
right to his eſtate, ſince for his emoluments in his place, he might 
ſay he did ſomething, whereas his eſtate deſcended to him without 
any merit of his own. Let men, with large maſſes of property, 
be cautious how they act in aiding ſuch opinions, for there is a cloſe 
connection in reaſon, and, depend upon it, a ſtill cloſer one, in fact, 


H 3 


between the clamour againſt public offices and the confiſcation of | £ 
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| private property, The principle had been recognized and acted 


upon in another country. What ſervice docs a man do for his 
eſtate? Of the two ſpecies of property, the place is the moſt ſe- 
cure, becauſe the © labourer is,” ſuppoſed to be, © worthy of hire ;” 
and as the eſtate might originate in abuſe of power, or ſervility to a 
Prince, an allegation might be made, that the poſſeſſor and his fa- 
mily had enjoyed the profits of it long enough, and that it was 
Now high time to revert to the other claimants. He ſupported the 
neceſſity of ſinecures as a proviſion for old age, talents, and public 
ſervices. He contended, that the doctrines, upon which the mo- 
tion was ſupported, were only adapted to enflame the poor, and 
purchaſe, ** mouth honour,” and unworthy popularity. 

As to the general argument of corruption in this war, he could 
only ſay, that if it was carried on by corruption, it was the corrup- 
tion of the greater part of Europe againſt a ſingle enemy; and he 
could not conceive why ſo large a part of mankind ſhould delight 
in corrupting themſelves to the maniteſt prejudice of their intereſts. 
Thoſe who could lay that flattering unction to their ſouls for having 
oppoſed that principle, were ſuch ſtrange men, that he could not 
argue with them. He then juſtified the conduct of the depart- 
ment over which he preſided, maintained that there was nothing 
there which required retrenchment, and declared he believed that 
would turn out to be the caſe in every other branch of public ex- 
penditure ; all which, however, would appear in the Report of the 
Committee in conſequence of the inſtructions which his right ho- 
nourable friend had given notice of his intention to move. He 
concluded in giving his cordial aſſent to the motion for the pre- 
vious queſtion. 

Mr. POLLEN was of opinion, that, at "4 preſent moment of 
embarraſſment, every poſſible means of ſaving ought to be adopted. 
The point now before the Houſe, he conceived to be, not whether 
a Committee of Inquiry ought to be appointed or not ; for upon 
this there ſeemed to be no difference of opinion, but whether the 
duty of inquiry ought to be aſſigned to the Committee which was 
balloted for on this day, or to another Committee? As that Com- 
mittee had been choſen in the faireſt poſſible way, he could ſee no 
objections to its being the inſtrument of inquiry, and therefore 
he ſhould vote againit the original motion, and for the previous 
_ queſtion. 

Mr. BASTARD confeſſed, that he did not know whether he 
had felt more ſurprize or indignation at ſome of the ſentiments 
Which had fallen from an honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt but 
one. It was his opinion, that the language uſed by that gentleman 
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was well adapted to the purpoſes of a Deſpotie Government, or to 
a Republican Government, but not to«{uch a Conſtitution as ours, 
The honourable gentleman had vindicated a ſyſtem of corruption 
which, he believed, might ſuit very well with either of thoſe Go- 
vernments he had mentioned, but did not at all ſuit with our own, 
which was ſo happily deviſed as to be the only Conſtitution that 
could go on without corruption. 'The honourable gentleman had 
argued very ſtrenuouſly againſt taking away places, and had com- 
pared the poſſciſion of them to that of landed eſtates. He could 
not, however, agree that ſuch places of extravagant appointments as 
had been created in St. Domingo and Corſica, appointments ſome 
of which were granted for life to perſons, when the places them- 
ſelves were not kept by this country for twelve months, ought not 
to be viewed in the ſame light with the poſſeſſion of landed eſtates, 
There was great reaſon why ſuch an inquiry as the one now moved 
for ought to be made. The fituation of the country loudly called 
for every ſaving that could be made in the public expenditure. 
Commiſſioners of Accounts, who had been appointed by Parlia- 
ment, expreſsly for the purpoſe of inveſtigating matters of this 
kind, had, time after time, reported, that retrenchments in the ex- 
penditare of the public money ought to be made. Have theſe re- 
trenchments, he aſked, been made? Far from it; nothing of the 
kind had been done. He thought, therefore, that the Houſe ought 
to ſupport a meaſure ſo neceſſary. The perpetual accumulation of 
expences had brought the country upon its knees, and it could only 
be raiſed to its former ſituation by retrenchment and economy in the 
management of its affairs. Public credit had ſuſtained a ſevere 
ſhock, and it could only be re-eſtabliſhed by a renewal of publie 
confidence, to which nothing could contribute more than the Houſe 
of Commons ſhewing their conſtituents that they were not influ- 
enccd by any ſelfiſn or finiſter motives, but that they were actuated 
only by zeal for the proſperity and welfare of the country. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had aſſured the Houſe, that he 
wiſhed an inquiry on a broad ſcale, but he had moved the pre- 
vious queſtion upon the preſent motion. Mr. Baſtard thought the 
Houſe might reconcile theſe two queſtions, by adopting the preſent 
motion, and afterwards making it the ground of an inſtruction to 
the Committee. He ſhould therefore give his vote in favour of 
the motion. 5 
Mr. Serjeant ADAIR faid, that, convinced as he was of the pro- 
priety and neceſſity of an inquiry into the public expenditure, he 
ſhould feel himſelf very awkwardly fituated, indeed, in oppoſing 
the preſent moment, were it not that he was convinced that it would 
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be much better done in another way. The Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer had already aſſured the Houſe, that it was his wiſh and in- 
tention to inſtitute an inquiry of the moſt extenſive kind, into the 
general ſtate of the finances. He looked upon this as a branch of 
the grand ſyſtem of finance, and as ſuch he would wiſh to trear it. 
It would certainly, he thought, come in moſt appoſitely and properly, 
when the general plan of inquiry was brought forward. He, for 
his own part, had two reaſons for wiſhing for an inquiry : one was, 
that it would ſhew a deſire in the Houſe to make every retrench- 
ment that was poſſible, either to lighten thoſe burdens, which they 
had already been obliged to lay upon the people, or to make them 
bear with patience and fortitude, thoſe which he was afraid they 
muſt ſtill be obliged to add to their preſent load: the other reaſon 
was, that it would certainly tend to remove a great degree of delu- 
fion which the people were under at prefent, that immenſe ſums of 
public money were expended in paying ſalaries for offices and places 
which were not merited by thoſe who filled them. This, he was 
well convinced, would be found not to be theggaſe, and the removal 
of a prejudice ſo injurious from the public mind, was a matter of 
very conſiderable importance. It was neceſſary to know exactly 
whether any ſavings or retrenchments could be made, in order that 
we may be able to look our preſent ſituation fairly in the face; that 
we may be able to contend with the beſt poſſible effect againſt the 
active and enterprifing enemy with which we are engaged, which, 
in his opinion, could only be done, or, at leaſt, would be beſt done, 
by a vigorous proſecution of the war. Convinced, therefore, as he 
was, that the moſt efficient inquiry that could be made, would be, 
that which would come under the notice and conſideration of a 
Committce, appointed for the expreſs purpoſe of inveſtigating the 
whole and entire ſyſtem of finances of the country, he ſhould op- 
poſe the adoption of the preſent motion, and give his vote in favour 
of the previous queſtion. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that having been perſonally alluded to in the 


courſe of the debate, and challenged to vindicate his conſiſtency in | 


ſupporting the preſent motion, with his conduct in. 178 2, he found 
himſelf called upon to make a few obſervations in his own defence. 
There were alſo a few general poſitions which the right honourable 


gentleman oppofite to him (Mr. Windham) had laid down, on 
which he wiſhed to make ſome remarks. The right honourable 


gentleman reprobated in ſtrong terms the expedient of having re- 
courſe to the property of private individuals in time of public cala- 


- mity. He admitted the principle in its full extent, and agreed with 


him, that any encroachment upon the rights of private property 
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under pretence of public neceſſity, led to nothing ſhort of a ſyſtem 
of univerſal plunder and depredation. But in the name of God, 
how was this general principle applicable to the preſent cafe ? He 
had almoſt imagined that the right honourable gentleman was an- 
ſwering a ſpeech containing ſome propoſitions to rob the Duke of 
Bedford of the property which his anceſtors had received from 
Henry the Eighth, or to ſpoil the Duke of Grafton or the Duke 
of Richmond of the poſſeſſions which their forefathers had received 

from Charles the Second. The right honourable gentleman con- 

tended, that he had as good, or à better title to his ſalary as Secre- 

tary at War, than he had to the rents of his paternal eſtates. This, 
Mr. Fox, however, would not admit ; for if a motion was made in 

that Houſe to addreſs His Majetty to remove the right honourable 

gentleman from his counſels, a motion for which he (Mr. Fox) 

would certainly vote, it could not be argued that he was guilty of 
the ſame injuſtice as if he addreſſed His Majeſty to deprive him of 
his landed property : and if the principle did not apply to his re- 

moval from office, it could not be applicable to a diminution of the 
income belonging to that office. There was no connection, then, 

between the general principle, and the inſtance to which it was at- 
tempted to be applied. The quettion was, whether, in the preſent 
calamitous ſtate of the country, the emolument of offices of every 
deſcription ought not to be retrenched as much as poſſible for the 
good of the public? Upon this ſtatement of the queſtion, there 
was but little difficulty. But it was ſaid, that he could not accede 
to the preſent propoſition, becauſe in 1782 he was as much pledged 
not to go farther than the limits of Mr. Burke's bill, as he was 
pledged to go that length. He aſked the right honourable gentle- 
man, whether he recolleted the contents of Mr. Burke's bill? 

Was there not ſomething in it about Exchequer Offices and Crown 
Lands? But it was well known that it never had its full effect, and 
that the plan, on account of the thort duration of what was com- 
monly called the Coalition Adminiſtration, was only partially exe- 
cuted. But ſuppoſing for a moment that it had been executed up 
to the full intention of its authors, was no allowance to be made 
for a change of times and circumſtances? Had not a greater portion 
of influence been ſince created than was then deſtroyed ? And if it 
was urged that new offices were occaſioned by the neceſſities of the 
times, why were not offices that were leſs neceſſary aboliſhed in pro- 
portion to the new ones that were created * The right honourable 
gentleman aſſerts, that, as a pecuniary reſource, all the ſaving which 
would ariſe from any retrenchment that could be made would be 
extremely trifling. The ſavings ariſing from Mr. Burke's, bill alſo 
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ſupport, then they became inſults upon the people; and in order 


was trifling in amount. But the advantage was not to be calculated 
by merely a ſum of 1,000. or 100,000l., which might be di- 


"rely ſaved. It ought to be recollected, that it might be the means 


of ſaving many millions to the public, and of preſerving not only 
the independence of the Houſe of Commons, but the independence 
of the country. The right honourable gentleman did not diſpute 
the calamitous ſtate of the country, but he looked at only one fide 
of the calamity ; he only looked at the extenſion of the French ter- 
ritory, fomenting altogether the ſituation of its internal credit. He 
forgot that it was the means of influence which were in the hands of 
Mirvſters that had contributed to the enormous territorial aggran- 
dizement of France ; that, had it not been for this influence, the 
Republic of France would not have had Brabant, and would not 
have had Italy, and that the right honourable gentleman would not 
now have had reaſon to lament the extent of her dominions. That 
miniſterial influence obtained in the Houſe of Commons, Mr. Fox 
appealed to the authority of Mr. Burke, in that paſſage of his Regi- 
cide Peace where he expreſſes a ſuſpicion that the minority in the 
Howe of Commons expreſs the ſenſe of the majority. And to what 
was this to be aſcribed ? Was it not to the places, penſions, com- 
miſſions, and all the various kinds of patronage of which Miniſters 
were in poſſeſſion? It had been aſked, whether he (Mr. Fox) ſup- 
poſed that there were no other principles of public conduct but thoſe 
that were founded upon corruption? He admitted that there were 
gentlemen who acted upon very different principles ; but he con- 
tended that this was a very general and very powerful ſpring of 
action. This was a topic nearly connected with Exchequer offices, 
which, in his opinion, at the death of the preſent incumbents, ought 
to be entirely aboliſhed. If he was aſked, how he had come to 
change his opinion upon this ſubje ſince 178 2? he would anſwer, 
that it was one of thoſe topics on which one might alter their ſenti- 


ments without deferting any general principle. Indeed there were 


arrangements which ought to be regulated ſo much by the circum- 
ſtances of the times, that he ſhould have no objection that an in- 
quiry of the nature now propoſed ſhould take place every ten or 
twelve years. When he heard of the ſplendour neceſſary to a 
Court, and of the dignity which it was proper to ſupport in high 
ſituations, he was ready to acknowledge, that in certain circum- 
ſtances that ſplendour and that dignity might be proper and becom- 


ing: but in times ſuch as theſe, when public credit was fallen, 


when commerce yas faſt decayipg, and when the nation were 
groaning under a load of taxes which they were ſcarcely able to 
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to maintain authority, inſtead of affecting gaĩety and eaſe, the rulers 

of the nation ought to manifeſt the fame ſymptoms of mortification 

and diſtreſs which pervaded the community. The right honourable 

gentleman contended, that the idea of retrenchment was a vulgar 

error, and that penſions were beſtowed as the reward of merit. If 
it was a vulgar error, the vulgar ought to be undeceived ; and with 

reſpe to penſions being given as the reward of merit, he would ap- 

peal for the refutation of the doctrine to the hiſtory of modern times, 

where he would find that they had been beſtowed upon men merely 

on account of the ſubſerviency to a faction, of which* he (Mr. 

Windham) once held the ſame opinion that he (Mr, Fox) ſtill en- 

tertained of them. Here he adverted to the ſinecures of Mr. Pitt 
and Lord Grenville, with which they had provided themſelves when 

they were loading the people with an accumulated weight of bur- 

dens; and alſo, to the arrangement in the Secretary of State's office, 

by which Mr. Auſt was removed from the ſituation he there held, 

though he was eminently qualified for holding it, and at a time of 
life when he was as fit for buſineſs as ever he had been, merely to 
provide for Mr. Canning, who could not do the buſineſs of the office 

till he was inſtructed n it by Mr. Auſt. Mr. Fox then proceeded 

to a topic a little more difficult and nice. The right honourable 

gentleman appealed to him, whether he believed that his conduct 

was influenced by corrupt motives He certainly believed that his 

conduct, as well as the conduct of thoſe with whom he had been ac- 

cuſtomed to act, was influenced by motives very different from thoſe 

of ambition or venality, but he confeſſed that it had been ſuch as 
ſtrongly to induce ſuſpicion of their motives, and that the world 
would not, perhaps, give them ſo much credit for honeſty as he did. 

He here referred to a ſentiment in one of Mr. Burke's publications, 

in which he ſtates, that when men ſwerve from thoſe principles 
upon which they uſed to act, and leave thoſe parties to which they 
were formerly at:.ached, that they often deceive themſelves reſpecting. 
their motives, and that when they fall into a ſtate of the loweſt in- 
ſignificance, they ſometimes flatter themſelves that they never ſtood 
on ſo high ground. Were he now to ſtate his opinicn of his noble 
friend (Lord William Ruſſell), who had been referred to in the 
courſe of the debate, of his clear conſiſtency of character, of his 
high and nice ſenſe of honour, and above all, of his ſteadineſs of 
character, and even were he to be aſked, whether he had not at one 
time as high an opinion of others trom whom he now differed ? he 
would anſwer, certainly he had: nor would he be more ſurprized 
at any change in the ſentiments of his noble friend than he had been 
at the difference of lentiments between the author of the work, en- 
Vox. II. | [ 
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titled © The Cauſes of the preſent Diſeontents, and of thoſe who 
ſigned the reſolutions of 1784, and the opinion which they at pre- 
ſent profeſs to hold. A diſtruſt of public men was one among 
others of the lamentable effects of the preſent war. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman ſaid the labourer was worthy of his hire, and 
that the ſervants of the public were not overpaid. He had no ob- 
jections to the ſervants of the public being handſomely rewarded ; 
nay, he for one would go fo far as to ſay, that wherever a man had 
a legal right to a place, however that right was acquired, he ſhould 
not be for diſturbing him in the poſſeſſion of it. But if the labourer 
was to be paid, why did not Mr. Cowper, who did the duty, re- 
ceive the ſalary of Clerk to the Houſe of Lords? Why did an ho- 
nourable gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Roſe) receive the ſalary, 
and as if that were not enough, ſecure the reverſion to his ſon? Tt 
was moſt ſcandalous and enormous! When he ſaid this, however, 
if he had got a legal grant of it, he would not wiſh to deprive him 
of it. All he wanted was, that the reverſions ſhould be ſaved to 
the public. Mr. Fox did not approve of the mode of aſſigning the 
inquiry to a Committee already balloted for. But even ſuppoſing 
that it was to be referred to this Committee, was that any reaſon 
why the Houſe ſhould not agree to the propoſition of his honourable 
friend ? They would then be pledged to the country to make re- 
. trenchments wherever they could, conſiſtently with the public intereſt 
and the public honour. But, in plain language, the right honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Pitt) wiſhed that it ſhould rather be done by 
him than by the Houſe of Commons, in the ſame way that he in- 
fiſted, that when advances were to be made to the Bank, it ſhould be 
done at his own inſtance, and not upon a reſolution of that Houſe. 
Good God! had not they even yet had enough of his meaſures ? If 
they were not yet tired of them, they might make trial of a few 
more. But he (Mr. Pitt) was afraid that the propoſition of his 
honourable friend (Mr. Harriſon) would delude the public. He 
would put it to the Houſe, whether the public were more likely to 
be deluded by an open diſcuſſion of the ſubject, or by a Committee 
which he truly ſaid was appointed by him by him who had ſpent 
his whole life in deluſion. To delude them into an expence of 
ſeven or eight millions was nothing, but to lead them to hope for a 
little ſaving in the public expenditure would be an incurable evil ! 
He warned the Houſe againſt the influence of ſuch argyment, and 
againſt leaving the inquiry to the Committee which had been bal- 
loted ; for though he did not know the Members who compoſed the 
| Committee, he knew, that if it was formed by the Miniſter, it was 
formed for the purpoſes of deluſion, &c. 
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Mr. ROSE, in conſequence of the word “ ſcandalous,” which 
Mr. Fox had applied to him in reſpe& to the reverfion of Clerk 
to the Houſe of Lords, ſaid, that he deemed it no more ſcandalous 
in him to obtain that reverſion for his ſon, than it was in the father 
of that right honourable gentleman to obtain the reverſion of two 
patent places for him : nor did he believe there would be any thing 
more ſo in the mode by which that reverſion might be diſpoſed of, 
than there was in the way thoſe other reverſions had been diſpoſed of 
by the right honourable gentleman. 

Mr. FOX faid, he did not know what the gentleman meant by 
his alluſion to his diſpoſal of the reverſions he had mentioned. The 
truth, he ſuppoſed, was, that the honourable gentleman meant 
to inſinuate, that he very imprudently diſſipated them. This was 
not the firſt time, by many, that he had been reproached with the 
diſſipation of his fortune. It was not, however, that. thoſe gentle- - 
men oppoſite to him who did fo, felt the leaſt diſpleaſure at his having 
diſſipated his fortune; they were only angry that he had not been ſo 
mean as to reſort to thoſe meaſures to repair it, to which they theme 
ſelves were ſo partial, 

Mr. ROSE was about to reply, when 

The SPEAKER interfered. He was ſorry to obſerve ſo much 
warmth had taken place. He wiſhed to ſet the matter right. He 
was convinced that the honourable gentlemen had, mutually miſ- 


taken each other. He was clear from the firſt, that Mr. Fox had 


never applied the word ſcandalous” to any ſhare Mr. Roſe had in 
the tranſaction of the reverſion ; and equally fo, that Mr. Roſe never 
intended any thing perſonal to Mr. Fox in the uſe' of the fame 
word; otherwiſe he ſhould inſtantly have interpoſed, and given his 
hearty cenſure of ſuch language and proceeding. 

Mr. CANNING, conceiving that ſome reflections had been 
thrown on the way he came into place, juſtified his own conduct. 
The public had not been encumbered with any additional expence 
on his account. Mr. Auſt, whom he ſucceeded, had been appointed 
to other offices more lucrative, but his appointment had added no 
new expence to the public burdens. If fordid views had been my 
object, ſaid Mr. Canning, I would rather have accepted thoſe offices 
which Mr. Auſt now holds than the ſtation I fill. + 

Mr. FOX would not throw any imputation on the motives 
which induced Mr. Canning to accept his office; but the removal 
of Mr. Auſt ſeemed to be a ſort of job to make room for Mr. Can- 
ring. He claimed the protection of the Speaker, and aſked, whe- 
ther he might not arraign the conduct of Miniſters, in diſpoſing of 
places and penſions without being anſwered by every gentlenian who 
I 2 
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enjoyed a place or a penſion, as if he meant a perſonal attach on 
them all. But whatever might be ſaid on this ſubject, he certainly 
would difcharge his public duty. 

Mr. CANNING faid, that if Mr. Fox objected to his capacity 
to diſcharge the duties of his office, he had nothing to ſay in reply; 
but in no other reſpe could it be faid that the public had loft by his 
appointment to an official ſituation. 

Mr. FOX ſtill contended that a ſinecure had been given to a 
very deſerving gentleman indeed (Mr. Auſt) to make room tor Mr. 
Canning; and that therefore, in this way, it might be {aid Mr. 
Canning had been appointed to a finecurc. 

Doctor LAWRENCE cordially agreed in many of the general 
principles that had been laid down, reſpecting economical reform. 
They were the principles he had long cheriſhed ; but he could not 
agree in all the principles of reform that had been advanced that 
night. The name of a right honourable friend of his (Mr. Burks) 
had been introduced, and the penſion he received had been mai the 
ſubje& of ſome animadverſion ; but he avowed that Mr. Burke's 
penſion was the pride and the honour of his life. It had been the 
cuſtom of late to introduce the name and the writings of Mr. 
Burke into moſt public diſcuſſione, both in that Houle and other 
places; gentlemen ſeemed to think they ſiood on ſtrong ground when 
Mr. Burke and his writings were introduced ; but he could juſtify 
every fentence that Mr. Burke had written. Here Doctor Law- 
rence commented on the writing of Mr. Burke, that applied to the 
preſent queition. He diſapproved of Mr. Harriſon's motion, on 
the fame grounds that Mr. Burke had, in 1782, diſapproved ot 
motions reſpecting reform. The preſent motion did not clearly 
point out the abuſes complained cf: it left doubtful, whether it 
did not point at ſome defect in the Conſtitution. While it pro- 
feſſed to mean one thing, it was calculated to impreſs an opinion of 
another; while it profeſſed to aim ar public economy, it might give 
Tiſe to the idea of defects in our Conſtitution : it was to ſtop this 
deluſion, iu 1782, that Mr. Burke brought forward his bill of 
economical reform; it was to diſpel the notions then afloat reſpect- 


ing theories and improvements in Government, and to lead the 


People from dangerous innovations to wholeſome reforms that Mr. 
Burke brought forward that bill. He made a ſpecific motion, and 
fully explained the whole of his plan. The public could not be 
deluded by Mr. Burke's proceedings, and Doctor Lawrence wiſhed 
the preſent motion was equally explicit and defined. He they 
entered into a juſtification pf the war, and denied that the influence 
gf the Crown enabled Miniſters to involve the country i init, 
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Mr. FOX ſaid, he was ſorry to be ſuppoſed capable of miſquot- 
ing the writings of that reſpectable gentleman (Mr. Burke). He 
ſaid he would conſider it as a reproach to him not to be well read 
in Mr. Burke's writings ; and he believed himſelf incapable of 
miſquoting him, either through negligence or deſign. He argued 
from Mr. Burke's works, not ſo much that he had deſerted his for- 
mer friends, as that he (Mr. Burke) had aſſociated with, and ſup- 
ported an Adminiſtration conſtituted, conftituted, he repeated, on 
principles directly oppoſite to thoſe maintained in moſt of Mr. 


' Burke's books. 


Mr. HAKRISON faid a few words in reply. 

Mr. TIERNEY did not riſe to ſpeak to the propriety or impro- 
priety of a reform in the public expenditure, as that was a point on 
the neceſſity of which all ſides ſeemed to be agreed; but he roſe to 
ſtate ſome difficulty reſpecting the queſtion in the way it then ſtood. 
Mr. Pitt had moved for a Committee to confider of dry matters of 
finance, and he had moved the previous queſtion on the preſent mo- 
tion, for the expreſs purpoſe of referring it to that Committee. Bur 
Mr. Tiernev ſaid, the object for which the Committee was inſti- 
tuted, and the object of the preſent motion, were very different. 
One Committee of gentlemen might be very well qualified to in- 
quire into dry matters of finance, and yet they might be very unfit 
perſons to decide on what ſavings could be made in aboliſhing uſe- 
leſs places and penſions. This difficulty appeared the greater to 
Mr. "Tierney, as he underſtood from rumour (a wicked and falſe 
report perhaps) that two gentlemen were on the Committee, who 
enjoved a divided office, Meſſrs. Steele and Ryder, joint Paymaſters), 
and iurely they were not the beſt men to make ſavings by aboliſhing 
uſeleſs offices. If he voted for ſuch men to be Members of ſuch a 


Committee, he ſhould expect to be told he was laughing at his con- 


ſtituents. He congratulated Mr. Pitt on the plauſible courſe he had 
taken, by referring the motion to that Committee, and made no 


doubt the right honourable gentleman would foon again take his old 


friend Parliamentary Reform by the hand ; but he ſuggeſted the 
propriety of adjourning the debate till the ſerutineers, appointed to 
examine the ballot, ſhould report who were elected Members of 
the Committee ; this he wiſhed to be done; but if it did not 
meet the ſenſe of the Houſe, he —_ vote againſt the pre- 
yious queſtion. 
The Houſe then divided : 
For Mr. Pitt's motion of the previqus queſtion, 169 
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The ſcrutineers then reported, that the following gentlemen had 
been elected the Committee: 


F. Gregor, g R. P. Carew, 
J. H. Addington, D. Ryder, 

R. Burdon, | St. A. St. John, 
H. Thornton, C. Yorke, 

J. Harriſon, T. Steele, 

R. B. Sheridan, T. Stanley, 

C. Abbot, | W. Baker. 

J. Crewe, | 


After the names of the Committee were read, Mr. Chancellor 
PITT moved, 

« That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that they do 
ſtate an account of the progreſs that has been made in the reduction 
of the public debt ſince the 5th of July, 1786; of the amount of 
the ſums now annually applicable thereto ; and of the farther pro- 
greſs which may be expected to be made, as far as the ſame can 
at preſent be aſcertained, in the reduction of the debt now 
exiſting,” 

That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that they do 
examine and confider what regulations and checks have been applied 
in order to control the ſeveral branches of the public expenditure, 
and how far the ſame have been effectual; and alſo, what increaſe 
or diminution has taken place fince the year 1782, in the number, 
or in the amount, of the ſalaries and emoluments of different public 
offices, and whether any and what farther meaſures can be adopted 
for reducing any part of the ſaid expenditure, or for diminiſhing the 
total amount of ſuch ſalaries and emoluments, without detriment to 
the public ſervices.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN propoſed that Mr. Fox ſhould be added to 
the Committee. 

The Houſe divided: Ayes, 75 ; Noes, 148. Majority, 73. 


Tueſday, 14th March. 


Colonel WOOD deferred his motion reſpecting the defence of 
the country to this day ſe'nnight. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon the Militia 
pay Bill. A converſation took placc upon a clauſe propoſed, and 
the Committee divided upon it ; 

For the clauſe, 16 ; Againſt it, 17. 

The American Trade Bill was committed. 


Mr. MACDOUALL moved for leave to bring in a bill to enable 
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the Bank and banking Companies of Scotland to iſſue notes under 
twenty ſhillings. 


Mr. DUNDAS conceived, that as the ſecurity for ſuch notes 
would be the fame as the ſecurity for notes of a larger ſum, no ob- 
jection could be urged againſt the motion. 

Leave was accordingly given to bring in the bill. 

The bill was brought in, read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond time to-morrow. 

Mr. GREY, on account of the illneſs of a material witneſs, and 
the abſence of one of the Counſel on the Circuit, moved to defer 
the ballot for a Committee to try the merits of the Inverkeithing 
election, from Thurſday to a future day. 

Mr. W. DUNDAS objected to the motion. A great expence 
had been incurred by the bringing up of witneſſes from Scotland for 
the fitting Members. A gentleman from Scotland had alſo been 
engaged as Counſel, who could not remain in London ſo long as the 
period to which it was wiſhed to put off the ballot : beſides, from 
information he had received, the abſence of the witneſs altuded to, 
would not be very material, as he was merely to be called upon to 
produce records which had been entruſted to another perſon. 

Mr. GREY withdrew his motion. 

Mr. ELLIS put off his motion reſpecting the Slave Trade to 
Monday next. 


Wedneſday, 1 5th March. 


Mr. W. SMITH moved, that certain accounts relating to the 
duties on Cuſtoms, the accounts of the bills accepted by the Bank 
of England for the Treaſury, and alſo an account of the ſums 
paid towards the reduction of the National Debt, be laid on 
the table, 

The bill for amending the Scotch-county quota bill went through 
a Committee, and the report was ordered to be brought up to- 
morrow. 

Mr. TIERNEY moved, that there be laid before the Houſe an 
account of the amount of Exchequer Bills, bearing date the 11th 
of March, 1797, and iſſued on the 11th and 13th of the ſaid 


month, together with the account of the perſons to whom they 


were paid, the rate of diſcount on the bills, and for what ſums. 
Ordered. 


Thurſday, 16th March. 
This being a day on which a ballot was to have taken place, and 


only ninety-five Members appearing at four o'clock, an GN 


ment took place of courſe. 
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Friday, 171% March. 


Mr: MAINWARING moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
erect the Corporation of Surgeons into a College. Leave given. 

The following were the names remaining after the ballot upon 
the reduced liſt, of a Committee upon the petition againſt the elec- 
tion for the borough of Inverkeithing : 


W. Chute, Eſq. B. Edwards, Eſq. 

G. Sutton, Eſq. Sir R. Williams, 

Sir Godfrey Vaſſal Webſter, J. Callender, Eſq. 

Sir F. Lemon Rogers, | M. G. Lewis, Eſq. 

Lord M Donald, J. C. Pelham, Efq. 

J. Wildman, Eſq. The Right Hon. C. J. Fox, 
T. Tyrwhytt, Eſq. W. Grant, Eſq. 


R. Elliſon, Eſq. 

The Committee on the Report of the Select Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the beſt mode of promulgating the ſtatutes, 
was, on the motion of Mr. ABBOT, deferred to Monday next. 

Mr. LONG brought up ſome public accounts, which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as he ſuppoſed there would be 
no objection to the ſecond reading of the bill for confirming the 
Order in Council, and indemnifying the Bank for acting upon it, 
fince thoſe who had agreed that the bill ſhould be brought in, would 
not oppoſe its going through this ſtage, he ſhould propoſe that the 
order of yeſterday ſhould ſtand for to-day, and that it ſhould be com- 
mitted on Monday. If, contrary to his expectations, however, 
gentlemen were not diſpoſed to defer the debate till it was in a 
Committee, he ſhould move that the ſecond reading be deferred 
till Monday. 

Mr. FOX wiſhed to ſay a few words. The ſame reaſons which 
induced him to agree to the bill being brought 'in, would influence 
him not to oppoſe the ſecond reading. He had a few remarks, how- 
ever, to make, not upon what the bill actually contained, but upon 
what it did not contain. There ſeemed to be no proviſion in the bill 
obliging Government to receive notes in payment of the taxes, which 
was one part of the plan, at leaſt as it had been ſtated by the right 
honourable gentleman in debate. He wiſhed alſo that it ſhould 
be known how far it was to operate upon the intercourſe between 
individuals; it was certainly extremely defirable it ſhould not 
operate upon them at all. The Houfe muſt obſerve, however, the 
alarming ſituation in which every man in England was placed. 
There was almoſt no perſon, with whatever accuracy his accounts 
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might be kept, and whatever balance fone might be in his favour, 


who did not owe ſomething to ſomebody. How then did he ſtand by 
the exiſting laws? If he could not pay his debts in caſh, he was liable 
to be ſued and arreſted at the will of his creditor, for at preſent there 
was no poſſibility of procuring a ſupply of ſpecie ; fo that every man 
would lie at the mercy of every creditor of every deſcription. This 
ſituation was certainly alarming ; and it might be particularly hard 
upon bankers, who were at the merey of all their cuſtomers ; yet if 
it was tolerable, it was undoubtedly better that the inconveniences 
ſhould be ſuffered, than that a remedy ſhould be applied: for were 
the only remedy to which they could have recourſe reſorted to, he 
was convinced that the evils attending it would be much more 
ruinous and deſtructive. He threw out cis obſervation, not with a 
view of making any propoſition, but mercly that the Houſe might 
know the ſituation in which the country would be placed when the 
preſent bill was paſſed into a law. There was one blank in the 
bill which it was of great importance to fill up with judgement, 
namely, the period during which the bill was to laſt. He hoped 
that it would be only a very ſhort one indeed. He ſuggeſted, that 
as it ſcemed to be the opinion of the Houſe on a former day that the 
quantity of floating debt due from Government to the Bank ought 
to be leſſened, a clauſe ſhould be introduced into the preſent bill to 
limit the advances of the Bank to Government during the period of 
its operation, He wiſhed alſo to know, whether, when they were 
going this length on paper credit, it was not intended to impoſe ſome, 
limits (what limits was another queſtion) to the iſſue of Bank paper 
during the period of this bill? He ſaid this much at preſent, not 
with a view to propoſe any meaſure, nor even as a notice of a poſi- 
tive intention to propoſe any, but merely for the purpoſe of calling 
the attention of the Houſe to a ſubject connedted with the moſt im- 


| portant intereſts of the country. 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T replied, that as the topics on which the 
right honourable gentleman had touched, could not be regularly 
diſcuſſed now, and as ſome of them, perhaps, could not be entered 
into even jn the Committee, he ſhould barely move that the bill be 
now read a ſecond time. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR doubted much the propriety of reading 
the bill a ſecond time on this day. The bill related to the Public 
and the Bank, With a view to the Public, there was no neceſſity 
for hurrying it through this ſtage ; and as it regarded the Bank, he 
was decidedly of opinion that the ſecond reading ſhould be poſt- 
poned, as it had not yet, he underſtood, come under the confidera- 


tion of the Directors, who 2 be inclined, perhaps, to call a 
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meeting of the Proprietors of Bank Stock to take their opinion re- 
ſpecting it. He took this opportunity of notifying his determination 
to object to that part of the bill which went to indemnity the Bank 
till the public were in poſleſſion of the reaſons which influenced the 
conduct of the Directors, for he never would admit the idea, and he 
hoped it would never be ſanctioned by the Legiflature, that the 
Privy Council was to be erected into a Board of Control on that 
Corporation. Theſe objeQions, he obſerved, might be made in the 
Committee ; but he thought time ought to be given to the Bank 
Proprietors to conſider the meaſure. 

Mr. B. HOBHOUSE addretſcd the Speaker as follows :— 
&« Sir, this bill appears to me objectionable 1% fete, and no modifi- 
cation can render it agreeable to my palate. [ conceive, there- 
fore, that I am perfeAly in form, when I oppeſe the ſecond 
reading. 

4 J conſider the Order of Council prolubiting the Pank of Eng- 
land from continuing payment in ſpecie, as an act of rapine upen 
the public creditor. It I give a parliamentary ſanction to rubbery, 
I encourage the plunderer to repeat his depredation. 

„% The Bank of England, Sir, is the great wheel which gives 
uniform and ſteady motion to our extenſive circulation : it is the 
ſource of induſtry, the ſupport of manutaQures, the life of domeſtic 
trade, and the ſoul of foreign commerce. Ratlicr than with preſump— 
tuous hand arreſt the courſe of this great wheel, rather than diforder 
this delicate machine, the Finance-miniſter of this country ſhould 
have mct the difficulty in eny other poſſible way. 

«© But we are told that this bill is to exiſt for a ſhort time only. 
Has the right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer confidercd 
what is likely to take place when this bill ſhall expire? WIII not 
the holders of Bank of England notes, the very moment tl. at the 
ſuſpenſion of payment in ſpecie is at an end, rufh in large bodies 
to the Bank, and demand ſpecic * Having been once deluded, will 
they ever cxpoſe themſelves to the riſque of being deluded a fecond 
time; having once loſt the opportunity of converting their notes into 
ipecie by a ſudden and unexpected Order of Council, will they ever 
become holders of ſuch notes again? The leaſt wound given to 
public credit is not eaſily healed ; public confidence once loſt, is 
not eaſily recovered. 

« The Bank of England, Sir, was founded amid difficulties ; + 
ſoon ſurmounted the prejudices with which it was affailed, and 
raiſed itſelf to the loftieſt pinnacle of reputation : but it is now 
thrown drown its enviable height, and muſt loſe that reſpect which 
it has long enjoyed in the eyes of the whole civilized world.” 
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Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS hoped, as he did not often intrude 
upon the time and patience of the Houſe, he ſhould be heard on 
ſuch an important ſubjeR as this, with attention. The Houſe had 
the choice of two alternatives referred to its decifion, either to tab 

off the ſuſpenſion of ſpecie from the Bank, or paſs ſome law to au- 
thorize the Order of the Privy Council. Now if there were a 
likclihood of a great run upon the Bank for caſh, ſo as to produce 
diſtreſs, or inconvenience, it might be prudent to adopt the latter 
mode; but ſtill ne thought, if the bill paſſed before the Report of 
the Committee appointed to make an inquiry into the cauſes and 
neceſſity of that Order of Council, were delivered, it would be im- 
proper. He thcrefore recommended the Houſe to poſtpone the 
ſecond reading of the bill till that Committee had delivered in its 
Report. 

Lord HAWKESBURY begged leave to remind the honour- 
able gentleman and the Houſe, that the Committee alluded to had 
been firſt appointed to inquire into the neceſſity of continuing and 
confirming the Order of Council. The Committee had, accord- 
ingly, made that inquiry, and reported to the Houſe, that the Order 
of Council ought to be confirmed and continued, in conſequence of 
which the preſent bill was ordered ; and fince that, another inquiry 
had been referred to that Committee, to know whether the Privy 
Council were juſtified, at the time, for its reſtriction, which was a 
ſeparate conſideration to that of its continuance. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that the opinion of that Committee, of the ne- 
ceſſity for continuing the operation of the Order of Council, was 
founded upon the Order having been ifſued. Whether there was 
any neceſſity for iſſuing the Order, was another queſtion ; but now 
that a neceſſity for continuing it was found to exiſt, he ſhould vote 
for the ſecond reading of the bill. But, what he now roſe chiefly 
for, was, to ſtate to the Houſe ſome alarming information contained 
in a paper preſented that day by Mr. Long, in conſequence of a 
motion which was made by an honourable friend of his on a former 
day. Another honourable friend of his (Mr. Sheridan) ſome time 
ago moved, that Miniſters, in the preſent ſtate of the country, ought 
to be prohibited from ſending any farther ſums to the Emperor, 
The anſwer of the right honourable the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to his honourable friend did not preclude him from iſſuing 
any part of the 500,0001. which was put at his diſcretion by a vote 
of credit granted to him by Parliament before Chriſtmas. He re- 
minded the Houſe, however, at what time this ſum was voted. It 
was before Chriſtmas, long before thoſe calamities which had now 
overtaken us, long before the Houſe of Commons knew that the 
K 2 
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Bank had ſtopt payment, and that the credit of the country was 
wounded in its moſt vital part. Had the Houſe at that time con- 
ceived the calamities which were about to befall them as approach- 
ing, and had they been aware of the dangers with which they were 
threatened, he was convinced that they would not have given their 
aſſent to the meaſure of ſending more money out of the country. 
When this danger was realized, and when we were beſet by a 
croud of unexpected diſaſters, he did expect that Miniſters would 
have exerciſed the diſeretion veſted in them for the relief, and not 
for the farther oppreſſion of the public. What was his ſurprize, 
then, when on looking into the accounts. which were this day pre- 
ſented, to find that, as late as Saturday laſt, a ſum of 120,000]. 
was iſſued in Exchequer Bills, to be paid in ſpecie by the Bank, to 
the agents of his Imperial Majeſty! He hoped that the Houſe 
would now impoſe ſome reſtriction upon thoſe Miniſters who be- 
came more deſperate in proportion as the deſperation of public af- 
fairs increaſed, to prohibit them at this time from ſending more 
money out of the country. He had heard alſo, that theſe Ex- 
chequer bills were at from two and half to three per cent. diſcount ; 
a circumſtance for which he could not aſſign any probable reaſon, 
as they were payable by the Bank, on account of the Paymaſter of 
the Forces. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he did not ſee anv part of the 
argument which applicd to the ſecond reading of the bill before the 
Houſe ; and in regard to the general nature of the obſervations 
made by the honourable gentleman, he had to ſtate, that the bills 
for which theſe Exchequer bills were iſſued in payment, were drawn 
long before the pecuniary reſtrictions, and long before the neceſſity 
of thoſe reſtrictions was apprehended ; and he left it to the honour- 
able gentleman and the Houſe to decide, whether it would be pru- 
dent or juſt to recall an obligation, before that obligation could con- 
fiſtently be retracted. Nothing but the abſolute impoſſibility of 
making the payment good, when the bills were preſented, could 
juſtify the refuſal. That this amount of Exchequer bills muſt be 
paid finally in caſh, the honourable gentleman was not warranted 
in aſſerting, either by the fact or argument; for the Bank in this 
affair was nothing but a vchiele between the Agents of the Emperor 
and the Paymaſter General; and the payments and remittances 
may be made without any ſpecie, ſo long as the common courſes of 
exchange between this country and Germany remain the ſame. The 
payments were not made in money, but in Exchequer bills of diſtant 
date; and when the Houſe ſnould be pleaſed to make the ſubject a 
queſtion of regular diſcuſſion, he ſhould be ready to enter into it; 
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but at preſent he begged to deeline any farther explanation, as the 
ſubje& did not relate to the bill before the Houſe. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he was the perſon who brought this ſub- 
je& forward, for he moved for the paper which explained it, as far 
as it was explained. He wiſhed that the Miniſter had explained 
this matter farther, as it regarded public credit at this time effen- 
tially. He could have wiſhed that the Miniſter had been as tender 
of the credit of the Bank of England as he ſcemed to be of that of 
Government towards the Emperor. But he underſtood that theſe 
Exchequer bills had been iſſued from the Exchequer on the Bank, 
and that the Agent of the Emperor had fold them at a diſcount of 
about three and a half per cent. Now he wanted to know, whe- 
ther this loſs was to fall upon his Imperial Majeſty or upon us? If 
upon the Emperor, there was an end of the Miniſter's delicacy 
with regard to the faith to be kept with his Imperial Majeſty. If 
upon this country, the Houſe ought to know it without delay. 
What he wanted now to be informed of particularly was, how it 
came to paſs, that bills drawn by the Exchequer, on the Bank, for 
the payment of the Emperor, ſhould ſuffer a depreciation in the 
market on the moment of their being ifſued, for ſo the caſe 
appeared to be, by the amount which was now before the Houſe 
of the Exchequer bills that were iſſued on the 11th of this 


month? This appeared to him to be an alarming matter, and 


he ſhould be glad to hear the Miniſter explain it; if not, he 
ſhould have oceaſion to make a ſpecific motion upon the ſubject 
hereafter. 

The bill was then read a ſecond time, and ordered to 
be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe on Moonday 
next. 

Mr. FOX obſerved, that he had given notice of a motion 
for the repeal of two bills. He did not mean to bring that 
ſubject forward before the holidays. He now gave notice, that 
on Thurſday he ſhould make a motion reſpecting the ſtate of 
Ireland. | | 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR gave notice, that he ſhould on a 
future day bring forward a motion relative to a general Incloſure 
Bill. | 

Mr. CURWEN obſerved, that there never was a period which 
ſo much demanded the full attendance of that Houſe upon public 
affairs as the preſent, and therefore he moved that the Houſe be 
called over on Monday fortnight. 

Mr. PIERREPOINT hoped, that if this motion was agreed 
to, it would be ſeriouſly followed up, and that it ſhould not operate 
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to keep Members in town from day to day to no effectual purpoſe, 
as was the caſe before Chriſtmas laſt. 

The motion, that this Houſe be called over on Monday fortnight, 
was then put and carried. 

Mr. CURWEN then ſaid, that the preſent ſituation of this 
country required the ſerious attention of every Member of the 
Houſe. He expected much ſerious diſcuſſion upon the Report oft 
the Committee upon the ſul ect of finance, and other matters. Fic 
thought it would alſo be incumbent on the Houſe to take ſome ſtep 
towards the attainment of peace ; for theſe reaſons he ſhould never 
neglet any thing that ſhould be in his power to cntorce the order 
for the Call of the Houſe. And to ſhew his determination, he 
ſhould now begin with a motion: * That ſuch Members as do not 
e attend on Monday fortnight, be taken into the cuſtody of the Ser- 
“ jeant at Arms. 

Ordered. 


Mr. TIERNEY obſcrved, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had not anſwered the queſiion which he had put to him relative to 
the Exchequer bills, which were lately iſſued; he ſhould therefore 
repeat the ſubſtance of it to avoid farther doubt as to the courſe he 
was to purſue : Was the Emperor, or was this Country, to abide 
&« by the loſs which was to be ſuſtained in conſequence of the diſ- 
count upon the late Exchequer bills?“ 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he could not be prepared to anſwer 
this queſtien, at this moment, farther than to ſay, that the iſſue from 
the Exchequer on the Bank was the ifſuc of the Paymaſter General. 
That theſe bills were to be paid to an individual, who was the Agent 
of his Imperial Majeſty. That they were for certain ſervices per- 
formed, which Parliament had agrced ſhould be paid for, and that 
individual had agrecd to take them at no greater diſcount tlian 
one quarter per cent. That he underttocd to be the nature of the 
* ſubject. 

After ſome converſation between Mr. Wilberforce, Sir William 
Young, Mr. Fox, and Colonel Porter, concerning Mr. Ellis's in- 
tended motion for an abolition of the Slave Trade, 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG anfwercd for his honourable friend 
(Mr. Ellis), that he would chuſe to defer his motion from Monday 
to, Friday, as he could not with to have it come on the ſame day the 
Houſe was going into a Commiitce on ſuch a bill as that for con- 
tinuing the reſtrictions of the Bank; and Colonel Porter being 
willing to accommodate gentlemen as much as poſſible, deferred his 


motion on the Southwark Petition from Friday next to Monday 
ſe'nnight. 


l 
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Mr. WILBERFORCE then gave notice, that he ſhould, if 


poſſible, bring forward his motion for an abolition of tne Slave Trade 
boar: e time before Eaſler. 

r. ROSE prefented another account of Exchequer bills, or- 
"Tony upon another motion of Mr. Tierney, which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. TIFRNEY hoped the Houſe would now give him leave 
to atk tlie right honourable gentleman the queſtion 8 0 ch he before 
put to him, refpeQing the dilcounc on Exchequer bi!ls. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that he was not prepared 90 
every queſtion which gentlemen might chule to put to him in that 
in eoular manner; but if the Agents of his Imperial Majefty agreed 
tot ke Exchequer bills at no greater diſcount than one quarter, in- 
fond of cath, he truſted that thcre could not be much blame attached 
to Miniſters on the preſent poſture of affairs for giving that mode of 
payment the preference. 


— 


Monday, 20th March. 


The petition from the priſoners confined for debt in the caſtle of 
Lancaſter was preſented, ſtating, that in conſequence of the dearneſs 
of proviſion, &c. the uſual allowance of four-pence a day was in- 
ſuthcicnt for the maintenance of themſelves and families, and pray- 
ing the Houſe to take their caſe into eonſideration. The petition 
was ordered to be referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe on 
Wedneſday next, 

Mr. Chancellor PUTT roſe to inform the Houſe, that it was his 
intention to have had the bill for confirming and continuing the 
Order of Council for reſtricting the payments in ſpecie from the 
Bank, committed that day, but in the courſe of the interval which 
had elapſed between the ſecond reading and that day, he had had an 
opportuniry of converſing with fome gentlemen, who had acquainted 
him, that the bankers had propoſed to take the ſenſe of a general 
meeting to-morrow, reſpeting ſome circumſtances which might 
concern the conſideration of the Houle; a ſuggeſtion had been given 

that the reſult of that meeting would either come before the Houſe 
on the Report of the Committee, or that a motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the Committee would be made. In conſequence of that 
ſuggeſtion, he underſtood that ſome perſons, who had heard of it in 
the morning, apprehended the Committee would be put off alto- 
gether ; and as ſome gentlemen might have ſtaid away on that ac- 
count, and others who had come down to the Houſe returned home 
again, it appeared more proper not to go into the Committce that 
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| day, but to diſcharge the order to next Wedneſday ; and in cafe any 


thing material ſhould occur in that interval to prevent it, he truſted 
a right honourable gentleman, who had given notice for a motion the 
next day, would defer it, and that the Houſe might then go into the 
Committee on 'Thurſday. He diſcharged the order of the day, how- 
ever, for Wedneſday. - 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR was almoſt certain that a bill of this 
importance could not be forwarded fo haſtily, and obſerved, that he 


had ſtated the neceſſity, on a preceding day, of deferring the com- 


mitment till the bankers and other perfons intereſted had an op- 
portunity of conſidering it, and preſenting their opinions to the 
Houſe. 

Mr. DENT aſked, whether it would not be more proper to 
refer the bill in the mean time to the conſideration of a Secret 
Committee, in caſe Government meant to guarantee the debt of 
the Bank? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT apprehended that queſtion led to a diſ- 
cuſſion more adapted to the Committee, and that it did not at al! 


relate to the diſcharge of the order of the day. 


The order of the day for the commitment of the bilt was then 


_ diſcharged to Wedneſday. 


Mr. HOBART brought up the Report of the Committee on the 
Militia-pay Bill, when Mr. BAST ARD propoſed a clauſe reſpect- 
ing Adjutants, which, after a few words from Mr. STEELE, was 
accepted, and another clauſe reſpecting Subalterns ; upon which, 
after ſome objections from Mr. Steele, the Houſe divided 
Noes, 58 ; Ayes, 36. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
on the Report of the Sclect Committee for a better promulgation of 
the Statutes, 

Mr. SYLVESTER DOUGLAS in the chair. 

Mr. ABBOT briefly ſtated the nature of the refolutions he in- 
tended to propoſe to the Committee, obſerving, that he had been 
reluctantly obliged to abandon his idea of reforming and improving 
the diction of the acts of Parliament, but recommended it as a 
praQticable thing to the Exccutive Government, upon the experience 
of the laws of the American Congreſs, which are ſo fimple, per- 
ſpieuous, and comprehenſive, as to be intclligible by perſons of the 
meaneſt capacity, while they are perfectly fitted for the purpoſes in- 


tended. He then ſubmitted a ſtring of reſolutions to the following 


effect, which were read and agrecd to: 
I. * That His Majeſty's printer be authorized and direQed to 
« print and deliver not leſs than 3,550 copies of every public and 
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* ce general act of Parliament inſtead of 1, 126 now iſſued, and not 
the « leſs than 20a copies of every local act, including road bills, and 
» the « 200 copies of every private act, according to the uſual mode of 
now 6 diſtribution. 

2. That he print and deliver the public acts, or remit them 

this &« by the poſt as ſoon as poſſible after they are ordered. 

it he 3. That the private acts be remitted in the ſame manner. 
com- 4. That copies be ſent to the Chief Magiſtrate or Head 
„op- « Officer of every corporate town, ſtewartry, or burgh, in England, 
> the « Scotland, and Walcs. 

5. © That the parties intereſted in private bills pay the expence 
er to « of printing, inſtead of the public. 
zecret 6. © That the general ſtatutes ſtate the heads and clauſes of each 
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6 ſtatute, together with the general ſubſtance of each head in a par- 
6 ticular clauſe. 

7. © That the preciſe duration of temporary bills' be inſerted in 
the head, or cloſe of the bill, and no where elſe. 

8. That the revival of various ſtatutes propoſed to be revived, 
ebe included in one bill, and thoſe to be continued in another, ex- 
« preſling the preciſe duration or continuance thereof.” 

Theſe reſolutions were immediately reported, and ordered'to be 
printed, and taken into farther confideration that day ſe nnight.— 
AJjourned. 


Tueſday, 21/t March. 


The bill for amending the Scotch Quota Bill, the Scotch Bank- 
note Bill, and the Militia-pay Bill, were read a third time and 
paſſed. 


edneſday, 22d March. 


The order of the day for referring the Petition of the Debtors 
confined in Lancaſter Caſtle to a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
was deferred till to-morrow. 


vin 
- = l Colonel WOOD ſaid, that no blame was imputable to him on 
erience account of his motion reſpecling the defence of the country not 
x wo having come on yeſterday, for he certainly expected to have found 
9 


* the ſome of His Majeſty's Miniſters in the Houſe. He knew of no 
circumſtance that had made his motion leſs neceflary now, than 
when he had firſt given notice of it; falſe alarms he deteſted as 
much as any man, but idle and ſluggiſh fecurity was equally to be 
ad 6 guarded againſt ; he gave notice that he ſhould bring on his motion 
| on Tueſday the 28th inſtant. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR roſe to make his motion purſuant to 
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the notice he had given, for the appointment of a Committce to 
conſider the means of promoting a general Incloſure of the waſte | 
and uncultivated Lands in this kingdom. Many Members might 
recolle& that he had, laſt Parliament, moved for the appointment 
of a ſimilar Committee, which Committee prepared a bill for effect- 
ing a general incloſure, and that bill was afterwards referred to the 
conſideration of another Committee, by which it was brought to 
great perfection. The Commiſſioners appointed by Government 
for examining and improving waſte lands, delivered their opinion of 
that bill, and expreſſed it to be as perfect as could be formed for 
the purpoſes intended. He once deſigned to have moved for leave 
to bring in that bill, but two circumſtances had operated in the in- 
terval to induce him to prefer the appointment of an open Com- 
mittee to take the ſubje into conſideration. The firſt circumitance 
was, the idea that more information might be collected by that 
means; and the other circumſtance was, the opinion of many gen- 
tlemen, that the benefit of the bill ought to be extended to common 
fields and common meadows. He conceived it unncceſſary to 
dwell on the general importance of the bill, becauſe he truſted it 
muſt be evident to every unprejudiced perſon who choſe to conſider 
it ; for if the meaſure had been taken up by Parliament ſooner, the 
poor would not ſuffer ſo much as they do at preſent ; nor would the 
ſcarcity of grain have been felt, as it was lately; ſince this country, 
with proper cultivation, was at all times able to produce as much 
food as was neceſſary for its own conſumption. By neglecting this 
ſalutary proviſion, however, we had been obliged to import 
1,000,000 quarters of grain, whereby we had contributed to the 
preſent ſcarcity of moncy; for not leſs than 3,000,0001. of 
money had becn thus exported chiefiy in the ſhape of coin. He 
had only to add, that he hoped gentlemen would bend the whole 
energy of their minds to the conſideration of this ſubje& ; for by 
ſo doing, they would never paſs by a well-cultivated common, but 
they would look at it with infinite ſatisfaQion. He therefore moved, 
That a Committee be appointed to inquire into the means of pro- 
«© moting the incloſure, cultivation, and improvement, of waſte, 
“ unincloſed, and unproductive lands; common arable lands, com- 
« mon meadows, and other common paſtures, and to report the 
« ſame.” 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY did not riſe to object to the 
motion, but to make ſome remarks upon the declaration of the 
worthy Baronet reſpecting the exportation of coin in exchange for 
the grain imported into this country. He defied the worthy Ba- 
ronet to produce one inſtance where a ſingle guinea had been ſo ex- 
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ported, becauſe it was notorious that people were prevented by the 
law from ſending the coin of the realm abroad, and that all the pay- 
ments were made in ſilver bars, or in dollars, which, as they were 
foreign coin, were nothing more than bullion in this country. It 
was not probable that the merchants would have riſked the forfeiture 
of the law by ſuch a negotiation. He alluded to. the loan of 
4,600,000). to the Emperor, which had been exported in ducats, 
louis, and bars; 1,200,000]. of it had been fent in bullion ; 
70,0001. in louis, and the reſt in ducats and bars of gold, but 
not one guinea had been exported in conſequence of that loan. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR believed the declaration of the worthy 
Baronet reſpecting the remittances to the Emperor to be well 
founded; and as the preſent ſtate of the coinage of the kingdom 
was one of the moſt important ſubjects for the conſideration of the 
Legiſlature, he wiſhed to have it probed to the bottom. 

The Committee was then appointed, with power to ſend for per- 

ſons, papers, and records. All have voices who attend. 
Mr. KEENE called the attention of the Houſe to the number 
of Foreigners at preſent in the kingdom, conſiſting of priſoners 
and emigrants, which had given riſe to conſiderable alarm at a time 
when the country was threatened with an invaſion. He ſuggeſted 
txt it was extremely improper that there ſhould be ſo many pri- 
ſoners ſuffered to remain upon the coaſt, and that they ſhould there- 
fore be conveyed into the interior of the country. With reſpect to 
the emigrants, he had no doubt that there were many among them 
of the ſtricteſt honour and fidelity. At the ſame time he ſuggeſted 
the propriety of inquiring into their characters, and getting rid of 
thoſe who might, upon inquiry, turn out to be ſuſpicious. He 
moved, “ That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to 
* entreat His Majeſty that he may be graciouſly pleaſed to cauſe 
that there be laid before the Houſe an account of the number of 
** French priſoners now in the kingdom, with the mode of their 
« diſtribution, and alſo an account of the number of foreigners who 
have come into Great Britain ſince May, 1792, and at preſent 
e reſident therein.” 

Mr. BURDON ſeconded the motion. The ſuccour which Mi- 
niſters had afforded to the unfortunate French emigrants was 
given, he believed, in compliance with the diſpoſition of the country, 
and he now wiſhed to have their numbers aſcertained, that fours 
falſe alarms with reſpe& to them might be removed. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS agreed with the honourable gentle- 
man, that the mode of diſtributing the priſoners now in the king- 
gom was matter of ſerious conſideration for the Executive Governe 
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ment, and admitted that conſiderable inconvenience might reſult 
from having ſo many of them lodged in the coaſt towns. He 
aſſured the honourable gentleman, however, that meaſures had been 
taken by the Executive Government for removing them into the in- 
terior of the country, and that a new diſtribution would ſpeedily 
take place. With reſpect to their number, it was certainly very 
great. This was an evil, however, which could not be remedicd, 
till the ardour and zeal of the commanders and crews of our ſhips 
were abated. He had no objection to lay an account of the num- 
ber of priſoners before the Houſe, but he hoped the honourable 
gentleman would not inſiſt upon the diſtribution, as a new one was 
immediately about to take place. With reſpect to the number of 
emigrants, it had certainly been much exaggerated, and given riſc to 
a very unfounded alarm. An exact return of the number now in 
London was preparing, and ſhould be laid before the Houſe as ſoon 
as it was made out. He was afraid that it would not be poſſible to 
get the exact number of all the emigrants in the country, as many 
who had come into the kingdom had gone abroad, and others 
changed their reſidence: but it ſhould be laid before the Houſe as 
accurately as it could be made out. Magiſtrates were now em- 
ploycd in aſcertaining the number reſident in the metropolis ; they 
had not finiſhed their labours ; and ke conceived that it would be 
more ſatisfactory to the Houſe to wait till they had. 

Mr. KEENE ſaid, that on looking into the act, he found that 
Magiſtrates were bound to take an account of the refidence of the 
emigrants. He conſented to make his motions in the following 
form : 

That an humble .addreſs be preſented to Hi; Majeſty, that 
His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſcd to direct that there be vid 
« before the Houle, an account of the number of French priſoners 
in Great Britain. 

« That an humble addreſs be preſonted to His Majeſty, that 
« His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to direct chat there be laid 
before the Houſe, an account of the number of foreigners tliat 
« have come into this country face the frſt of May, 1792, dif- 
e tinguiſhing the number of tie laity and clergy, and the number 
46 of each ſex. 

Mr. DUN DAs thought it would not be caſy to obtain an accu- 
rate account carlier than January, 1793, becauſe the operation of 
the act did not take place till that period. 

The accounts were ordered to be laid on the table. 

The order of the day being read, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelſ 

ito a Committce of the whole Houſe, to conſider of à bill for con- 
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ſirming the Order in Council of the 26th of February laſt, &c.; 
and the motion being put, That the Speaker do now leave the 
chair, 

Mr. NICHOLL faid, that if he could conſider this as a mea- 
ſure for protecting the Bank againſt thoſe demands which they could 
not ſatisfy, he ſhould not object to it: if that had been the ſole ob- 
ject of the bill, two regulations alone would have been neceffary 
but that was not the object. Ihe plan ſeemed to he very different. 
It ſeemed to have in view the converting of the Bank into a mint 
for the coining of paper currency ; and if the bill remained in its 
preſent ſhape, it would be impdſlible to place any limitation to the 
iſſue of notes. At the firſt eſtabliſiiment of the Bank they were re- 
ſtricted in their emiſſion of notes to the ſum owed to them by Go- 
vernment ; afterwards the emiſſion was increaſed, but they were 
forced to pay their notes in cath, if caſh was demanded. Ihe 
Houfe were now going to take off that obligation. The power of 
getting caſh for the notes no longer exiſted ; and in this ſtate of 
affairs he knew of no law by which the Bank could be reſtrained 
from pouring forth bills to the amount of one hundred millions 
ſierling. Before, therefore, he could conſent. to the Speaker's leav- 
ing the chair, he wiſhed the Houſe to weigh the ſubject well. 
Gentlemen had already ſeen the progreſs of the paper currency, 
both in America and France; it had ſoon been depreciated, and 
the expences of both countries 1:24 thereby been conſiderably in- 
creaſed, The increaſing iſſue of paper money in this country 
would alſo compel the Government of Great Britain to incur an 
enormous and ruinous debt. Every perſon recollected, that when 
alſignats were firſt circulated, all perſons in France were delighted 
with them. The Funds roſe——but what was the conſequence ? 
They ſoon came to a diſcount of 200 for 1. He hoped gentlemen 
would direct their moſt ſerious attention to the ſubject, The bill 
was of the utmoſt importance; if a paper currency were onee eſta- 
bliſned, how could it be got rid of? If gold and ſilver were once 
driven out of circulation, how were they to be recovered ? The 
ſure conſequences of a paper currency would be a debt ſo enormous, 
that it would never be removed. The old debts and the new 
would vaniſh together, and the funded property would fink with 
them. A revolution in property might produce a revolution 
in Government, and all thoſe icenes of blood which had diſgraced 
France. 

Lord HAWKESBURY did not conceive that the reaſons urged 
py Mr, Nicholl ought to induce the Houſe not to go into a Com- 
Mittee, The honourable gentleman admitted, that if the bill tended 


. 
1 
| 
4 
"1 
1 
1 
1 
by 
y 
1 


* 


_—C 


walk... 


2 R * 72 1 5 e 
— - E A CE * 3 — A. y 


* 
— 


4 
o 
. . 
+ v 
* 4 
„ 
> 
11 
kg N 
1 
x . 
. 
_— 
/ 
v + 
wo 7 
4 93 
. 17 
x 
= 2 
4 
5 o 
T2 
= 
+£ 
1 14 
_ 
E . 
* * 
4 tu 
—_— 
3. 5 
f a : 
q 1 
AL * 
RS 
l = 
+42 
. 
4 . 
* 
N 0 
% 4 
43 3 1 
"4 
+4 B : 
i i 
* 4 
: 
G 
5 . 
af 
. 
97 "£1 
\ 1 
2 
4 
5 
| 
* 
2 
Ws + 
-»© 
K 
x 
iN 
: 
I 
1 
$ 
LE 
2 
1 
1 


bankers, The meaſyre might be right or wrong; he had not the 
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only to confrm the Order of Council as far as reſpected the Bank, 
he would have no objection to it; his objection was, to the leaving 
the Bank tlie power of iſſuing paper to anv amount. This was a 
fair objection certainly, but it was one which belonged to the Com- 
mittee on the bill. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, and the bill being ordered to be read paragraph by para- 
graph, on the clauſe granting an indemnity to the Bank, 

Mr. DENT obſerved, that the ſcarcity of caſh which at preſent 
prevailed, was partly real and partly ideal : that ſcarcity had been 
produced by a variety of circumſtances—the alarm of invaſion, the 
melting down of guineas, the ſending them abroad, and the im- 
menſe ſpeculations which had been occaſioned by the extended com- 
merce of the country. From the preſent ſtate of affairs, bankers in 
general were reduced to a ſituation of the greateſt difficulty and 
hazard. It was not his with that notes ſhould be made completely 
a legal tender, but only ſo far as the debt of the Bank at preſent ex- 
tends ; and, in his opinion, the Bank ought to be reſtricteg from 
iſſuing any more notes, except with the conſent of two-thirds of the 
Proprietors. 

Mr. FOX meant to vote againſt the preſent elauſe, for which he 
ſhould aſſign his reaſons. He wiſhed the Committee to recollect 
the progreſs of the bill. The Houſe of Commons had appointed a , 
Committee to inquire into a limited queſtion, ** Whether it was 
neceſſary to confirm the Order of Council?“ And their Committee 
had reported, not that it was neceffarv tu iſitte the Order, not that it 

was proper in the Bank to obey ir, but now that it was iſſued, and 
that it had been obeved, that it was necetfary to continue and con— 
firm it. Another Committce was appointed to inquire into the 
neceſſity for iſſuing the Order, and the conſequent propricty of the 
Bank obeying it; but they had not vet delivered in their Report. 
Till this Report, then, was reccived, he could not give his aſſent to 
indemnitying the Bank, for what it might eventually turn out they 
ought not to have done; on the face of it they ſeemed to have acted 
rather culpably than meritoriouſly. It was much to be regretted, 
that ſuch a cloſe and intimate connection had ſubſiſted between the 
Directors of the Bank and the Government of the Country; and 
all that he had heard in the courſe of the laſt two wecks, tended to 
make him more and more jealous of any act by. which it might be 
underſtood that the Bank was obliged to obey an Order of Privy 
Council, or of the King's Miniſter. He had been told, that the 
Bank had iſſued 50,000 guineas for the accommodation of private 
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means of judging; but what he found fault with was, the channel 
through which the accommodation was obtained. The bankers, 
inſtead of petitioning the Bank, went and pctitioned the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, who interfered with the Directors of the Bank, 


and by his influence procured for them this ſupply. Now every 


one knew that eredit was of ſuch a delicate nature as to be quite un- 
able to bear the ſmalleſt touch of power. What then, was it ſup- 
poſed, would be the conſcquence of a proceeding, in which private 
perſons went to the Miniſter, and got him to uſe his influence to 
make the Bank extend its credit where it had refuſed to extend. it, 
and to ſubſtitute authority in place of confidence? He had heard, 
from good authority, that becauſe the Bank was not liberal enough 
in its diſcounts, the merchants had recourſe to the ſame channel ; 
and that in conſequence of another authoritative interference, theſe 
diſcounts were extended. Could any man believe that public credit 
could ſtand againſt ſuch tranſactions? If the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer only adviſed the Pank as a ſimple individual, he thought 
that, after all that had happened, the Bank had choſen a very bad 
Counſellor ; but if he adviſed them in quality of King's Miniſter, 
what would Europe think of the credit of rhat country where orders 
were given by the King to the Bank to accommodate particular 
perſons. It was not only contrary to the principles of a free Con- 
ſtitution, it was alſo inconfifient with the exiſtence of public credit. 
Such an interference in private concerns mutt undoubtedly deſtroy 
its ſtability ; but, perhaps, he ſhould be told, that though individuals 
were concerned, the effects of che interference were public. This 
might be ſaid of all private concerns whatever; but ſtill in the 
affairs of individuals, the King and his Miniſters were excluded 
from interfering, He was againlt granting indemaity to the Bank 
for another reaſon, which was, that if the fiate of things was what it 
had been repreſented, and if the perſons who entered into the aſſoei- 
ations which had been ſo much talked of were fincere in their pro- 
feſſions, no indemnity would be neceſſary. If theſe afſociations 
were extenſive enough to protect the Bank for the future, they might 
certainly be truked as amply ſufñeient to protect it for the paſt. 


Feeling, therefore, that no indemnity was neceffary, that they were 


not in poſſeſſion of any grounds upon which, conſiſtently with their 


duty, they could grant indemnity to the Bank, and feeling, as he. 


did, the danger of allowing the King's 1\4tnifter to interfere in its 
concerns, he ſhould vote againſt the preſent clauſe. 

Mr, Chancellor PIT T did not think that the clauſe now under 
diſcuſſion could be affected by any opinion which might be hereafter 
formed from the Report of the Committee not yet before the IZouſe; 
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on the contrary, that it was a natural ſtep to be taken in confequence 
of the Report which had been made by the firſt Committee, ſtating, 
that the Order in Council was neceſſary, and that it ought to be con- 
tinued ; for if<that order was to be ſanctioned by the Legiſlature, 
and the Bank were to be required by law to obey it, they ought to be 
placed in a ſituation to obey it harmleſs. After the neceſſity of 
continuing the Order was ſtated by the Committee, and admitted 
even by the right honourable gentleman, and after it was reſol ved 
by the Houſe that it ſhould be ratified and confirmed by the Legiſ- 
lature, was it reaſonable, or was it fair that the Bank, which was 
to be required to obey it, ſhould pay that obedience at the hazard of 
being ſubjected to the ſame penalties to which they would have been 
liable, if the law never had exiſted ? The other obſervations of the 
right honourable gentleman were founded upon two facts, which 
were faid to imply a too-ready compliance, on the part of the Bank, 
to the wiſhes of Government. The fact was, that the private 
bankers did apply to the Bank of England for a ſupply of caſh ; 
that the Bank of England acquieſced in the juſtice of the demand, 
and the propriety of granting ſuch a ſupply ; but though they ac- 
knowledged the reaſonableneſs of the requeſt, and were defirous to 
comply with it, they found that ſuch a compliance was not in their 
power till they obtained the permiſſion of the Privy Council, under 
whoſe reſtricting order they held themſelves bound to act. The 
permiſſion of the Privy Council, thercfore, was applied for and 
granted ; the conſequence of which was, that for the accommoda- 
tion, not of individuals, but of the public, 50,000 guineas were 
iſſued and diſtributed by the Bank, in the way ſuggeſted by a Com- 
mittee choſen from the whole body of bankers. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman alluded to another fact, which he ſtated as 
highly reprehenſible, namely, that Miniſters had uſed their influence 
with the Directors of the Bank to induce them to enlarge their diſ- 
counts upon their uſual ſecurity. What effect his opinion had 
upon the minds of the Directors of the Bank, he could not take upon 
himſelf to ſay, but he confeſſed that he had at all times frankly 
avowed and expreſſed an opinion, that extending the diſcounts of 
the Bank was the moſt likely mode of alleviating the preſſure of 
preſent difficulties, the moſt likely mode of abridging the duration 
of exiſting embarraſſments, and the moſt likely mode of enabling 
the Bank in a ſhort time to reſume the former courſe of its money 
tranſactions. I his he certainly had, on a late occaſion, expreſſed as 
an opinion, but merely as a private opinion, accompanied with no 
injunction of authority, and leaving the Directors of the Bank to 
the independent exerciſe of their own diſcretion, upon a queſtion on 
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which they were perfecllx competent to decide; and in fo doing he 
appealed to the common ſenſe of the Houſe, and of every man in the 
country, who was at all acquainted with mercantile concerns, if in 
the independent exerciſe of their diſcretion upon a ſubje& of which 
they were competent to judge, the Bank Directors happened to 
coincide in ſentiment with him, it did follow, as had bcen ſtated, 
that there was any undue influence employed by Government upon 
the Bank, that there was any improper interference on the part of 
Government in the affairs of individuals, or that the Committee 
ought not to grant indemnity to the Bank in the preſent inſtance, 
upon which the objection could not be brought to bear. There was 
only one other point, and that a very important one, which had 
been touched upon, and of which le ſhould take ſome notice, though 
he could have wiſhed to decline entering into a diſcuſſion of it on 
the preſent occaſion, namely, how far it might be proper to extend 
indemnity to other perſons? He entertained a ſanguine hope, that 
the aſſociations which had been formed for the purpoſe of giving 
currency to Bank notes would allay the fears of individuals. He 
ſhould not therefore propoſe any thing upon that part of the ſubject 
at preſent. He was at preſent in the way of having frequent meet- 
ings with private bankers, and would wiſh to ſuſpend any declara- 
tion, that he might not commit himſelf by any opinion which, per- 
haps, circumſtances might render it neceſſary to alter. But, though 
theſe aſſociations might give currency to paper, they could not, as 
had been repreſented by the right honourable gentleman, prevent 
perſons from making demands upon the Bank for caſh ; without 
which his argument, founded upon this circumſtance, againſt the 
neceſſity of a clauſe of indemnity, was wholly inconclufive. He 
concluded with remarking, that to him it would appear moſt ſin- 
gular, that the Houſe, taking credit for the Order in Council, 
ſhould refuſe to indemnify the Bank for obeying it during their de- 
liberation upon the ſubject, and ſhould grant that indemnity only 
from the time that it became valid. 

Mr. FOX in reply ſtated, that the queſtion was not whether the 
Bank ought to be indemnified for obeying Parliament? but whether 
it ought to be indemnified for obeying the Order in Council ? the 
neceſſity of iſſuing which yet remained to be ſhewn. Perhaps it 
was highly culpable in the Bank to obey the Order; and yet in con- 
ſequence of that obedience, it might have become neceſſary to con- 
tinue the Order, which was all that the Committee had reported; 
but if there was no ground upon which they could judge, whether 
the Bank had, acted properly or impreperly, there was ſurely no 


ground upon which they ought to grant on indemnification. The 
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right honourable gentleman contended, that the affociation might 
give currency to paper; but that they could not prevent demands 
being made upon the Bank for caſh. But admitting the argument | 
in its full force, and to its full extent, it could apply only to future, 
and not to retroſpective indemnification, and therefore was wholly 
inapplicable to the preſent clauſe. With reſpect to the other pait 
of his ſpeech, he reminded the right honourable gentleman, that he 
did not blame the meaſure of the Bank iſſuing 50,000 guineas for 
the accommodation of private bankers; he only cenſured the 
channel by which this accommodation was obtained. On the 
ſubject of his uſing his influence with the Bank, to induee them to 
enlarge their diſcounts, the right honourable gentleman pleaded, that 
he only expreſſed his opinion as an individual; he hoped then, that 
in future, in all the communications which he may have with the 
Bank, the Directors would always conſider him in this point of 
view. Mr. Fox remarked, however, that theſe changes of cha- 
rater were not always diſtinctly underſtocd, and that he would 
much rather that any other man ſhould adviſe the Bank than th: 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Ihe right honourable gentleman 
contended, that the conduct of the Bank in enlarging its diſcounts 
was the beſt mode of cxtricating it from its preſent difficultics. He 
ſhould not en'-r at prefent vpon-this diſcuſſion, but ſhould content 
himſelf with declaring, that he was of a quite contrary opinion, 
and that the farther its paper currency was extended, the more its 
difficulties. would increaſe. But even ſuppoſing that, contrary to the 
uſual mode of proceeding, the difcounts of the Bank were to be en- 
larged in an inverſe proportion to its ſpecie, it by no means follows 
that the Miniſter ſhould be the go-betwcen the merchants and the 
Bank ; for when the Chancellor of the Exchequer gave advice t» 
the Bank, his wiſdom would be leſs conſidered than his power 
and if this obſervation was good in every inſtance, it was particu— 
larly fo in the preſent, after the Miniſter had ſhewn the Bank, that 
whenever he thought proper, he could, by an Order in Council, 
ſeize upon their caſh. He hoped in future, therefore, that when 
the Bank granted accommodation hercafter to the merchants, it 
would be through a different channel than the Miniſter. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING ſaid, that he thought the preſent 
meaſure was not ſufficiently explicit, nor went far enough. It was 
extremely hard that the Bank ſhould be protected from the conſe-— 
quences of refuſing payment to their creditors, while individuals in 
a ſimilar ſituation were deprived of this benefit. The conſequences 
of the meaſures which had taken place were not yet fully underſtood. 
Aflociations might tend to prevent the miſchiefs which might arilc 
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at home from the ſtate to which the Bank was reduced ; but the evil 
which might he felt in communications with foreign States was very 
ſerious. He was afraid that foreign merchants would draw upon 
this country bills payable only in gold and filver, and the Bank con- 
tinuing to iſſue notes, and individuals ſtruggling to procure ſpecie to 
anſwer ſuch bills, the conſequence would be a depreciation of Bank 
paper. A ſimilar effect had been produced in Spain, and it was an 
object of the laſt importance to guard againſt it in this county. 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, that he had not been in the Houſe when 
his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) ſtated his objections to this 
clauſe, and did not know whether the obſervations he had to offer 
had been already ſtated in the manner in which he felt them to 
apply. The reaſons for which he ſhould oppoſe this clauſe were, 
that the Bank might have been culpable in the courſe of their tran- 
ſaciions with Government, and their conduct might have been ſuch 
as not to entitle them to an indemnity for refuſing the juſt elaims of 
their creditors. This was a point which had not been aſcertained, 
and till it was aſcertained, it was impoſſible to judge of the propriety 
of an indemnity. With regard to the interference of the Miniſter, 
as to the conduct of the Bank with regard to their diſcounts, he could 
not conceive ſo monſtrous an idea to be entertained as that the Mi- 
niſter ſhould interfere in any other than his private capacity. The 
Committee, however, did not at preſent know whether that inter- 
ference had taken place in conſcquence of the application of the 
Bank, or of individual merchants. If it was through the laſt, he 
doubted whether ſuch an application was very proper. He was 
ſurprized that the Chancellor of the Exchequer was io anxious to 
acquit himfelf of any ſuſpicion of having given his advice in an 
authoritative manner. For the truth of what he aftlerted he gave 
him full credit, for he could not conceive that ſuch an extravagant 
and eriminal pretenſion could enter into his head, or influence his 
conduct. | 

Mr. MANNING faid it was right that the Houſe ſhould fairly 
underſtand the principles on which the Bank had aQed with regard 
to the liberality with which their diſcounts were managed. The 
Bank had come to the determination of extending their diſcounts, 
from their conviction that ſuch a meaſure would be productive of 
advantage ; nor had their judgement been at all influenced by Go- 
vernment, It was after conſidering the repreſentations of commer- 
cid men that the Directors had exerciſcd their independent diſere- 
ti n, and adopted the line of conduct which they purſued. It was 
0: the greater importance to explain this diſtinctly, as he conceived 
th. j urity and complete independence of the Bank were of the 

M 2 | 
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' higheſt importance to the State, to themſelves, and even to the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Country. He believed no commercial man could 
doubt the propriety of the conduct which the Bank had laſt week 
obſerved. He concluded with expreſſing a confident hope that the 
Bank would be complctely reſtored, and that it would very ſoon go 
on as before. 

Mr. S. THORNTON confirmed what had been ſaid by the 
laſt ſpeaker, that the meaſures which the Bank deemed it proper to 
take in regard to diſcounts, had originated ſolely in themſelves. 

Mr. ELFORD defended the propriety of the meaſure of ifluing 
caſh to the London bankers at a time when the call for ſpecie, al- 
ways great, was without example from the extremities of the na- 
tion upon the metropolis. 

Mr. FOX faid, he was happy to hear from the authority of the 
two honourable gentlemen (Mr. Manning and Mr. Tnornton) who 
were Bank Directors, that the Bank had aQed entirely upon their 
own diſcretion. What he had ſtated was upon general rumour, and 
the natural concluſion to be drawn from certain proccedings from 
which the interference of Miniſters was preſumed. He hoped the 
declaration of theſe honourable gentlemen would have the good 
effect to convince individuals that with regard to the conduct pur- 
ſucd by the Bank, it was mere loſs of time to apply to Miniſters, and 
that as the Bank were the beſt, they were the real managers of 
their own concerns. 

Mr. POLLEN ſaid it was right to know 2 they paſſed an 
indemnity for the Bank, whether they had acted in-fuch a manner 

as to deſcrve it. In the preſent ſituation of things, there was no- 
vl on which to found an opinion either of their guilt or inno- 
cence. As well might Miniſters themſelves come forward and aſk 
a Bill of Indemnity for adviſing the Order in Council, while the 
propriety of that ſtep was in courſe of diſcuſſion. He was willing 
that the Bank ſhould be held harmleſs till it was known from in- 
quiry whether or not they had deſerved cenſure, but he could not 
think of conſenting to an unqualified indemnity before full infor- 
mation on the ſubje& was obtained. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL faid, that gentlemen ſeemed 
to miſtake entirely the point before the Committee. The queſtion 
merely was, whether they would act upon the Report of the Secret 
Committee, in giving that confirmation to the Act of Council which 
was recommended in the Report? The previous conduct of the 
Bank would till be left open for future diſcuſſion. The objections 
which had been urged ſeemed rather objections to the prinei = ok 
, than to the partieular clauſe, | 
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Mr. BASTARD ſaid, that it was with very great diffidence 


that he roſe to give his opinion; but upon a ſubject of ſuch enormous 
magnitude, which he viewed in a light which perhaps occurred to no 
other gentleman, he thought it neceſſary to explain the vote he 
ſhould give. In a matter of ſuch vaſt importance he could give 
faith and credit to no man living. He required poſitive proof to 
juſtify every ſtep which was Why All that was at preſent known 
was contained in the ſtatement of Mr. Chancellor Pitt, on which 
the order of Council was founded. So far, then, he went along with 
it ; but there was nothing there to authorize them to go the length of 
refuſing to pay the public creditor in ſpecie. He was not ready to 
fav, from any circumſtances of which they were in poſſeſſion, that 
they ſhould ſanction the Exchequer in refuſing to pay the public 
creditor in money, becauſe they were to enable the Bank to with- 
hold the payment of their notes to their individual creditors. He 
deelared he ſhould therefore vote againſt the whole of the clauſe, 
except in ſo far as it was confined to that particular object. The 
real cauſe of the ſituation which rendered the meaſure now in diſ- 
cuſſion neceſſary was, the alarm which men had conceived when 
they ſaw the ſafety of this country left to the winds and waves; 
when they ſaw the poſſibility of a French fleet inſulting our ſhores 
with impunity; and when they ſaw that the Houſe refuſed to in- 
quire into the circumſtances by which this extraordinary event had 
happened; they faw the embarraſſments which prevailed at the 
Treaſury, and they were alarmed at the ſituation of public affairs. 
Rumours had prevailed that ftill farther demands would be made 
for the public ſervice beyond what had already been granted as ſuf- 
ficient for every expence, and the conſideration of theſe circum- 
ſtances had produced the run upon the Bank. Parliament had been 
at no pains to clear up theſe rumours, and to ſhew that they were 
unfounded, to prove that effectual meaſures ſhould be taken to guard 
our coaſts in future. Such condua, however, was not calculated 
to alleviate the diſtreſs of the preſent eventful crifis. If Parliament 
wiſhed to obtain confidence, they ought to give a pledge that they 
acted a ditintereſted part; they ought to cut off all motives of action 
but thoſe of the public welfare; and, if they could not make men 
honeſt from principle, they ought to make them upright from ne- 
ceſſity. The alarm which the public felt was, that Parliament 
would not act upon theſe principles. This was the alarm from 
which real danger was to be apprehended. It was not the attempts 
of the enemy which we had to dread ; for, never did the ſpirits of 
Engliſhmen beat higher: but they were alarmed at this Houſe ; | 
they were afraid that its conduct would not be dictated by its duty. 
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' Sacrifices muſt be made in the. preſent ſtate of public affairs; ſuch 
facrifices 28 no man could ever have conceived would have been 
neceſſary. But, could the people be called upon to make them; 
could they be expected to comply with the demand, unleſs they had 
confidence hat what they granted would be applied to the purpoſes 
for which it was intended, and that economy would be extended to 
every department of public ſervice? Inſtructions had gone to the 
Committces which had been appointed, to inquire what retrench- 
ments could be mate, and he underfiou! that theſe Committecs 
were dving their duty fairly. But as it muſt be long before they 
could be ready to preſent their Reports, he conjured the Houſe in 
i mean time to give to the public a pledge that they would de- 
ſerve its confidence, With regard to the indemnity they were 
called upon to paſs, he did not know to what it was to apply. Was 
it for complying with the act of Council, or for having ubeyed it: 
tor the Bank had done both. They ought cither to have acted 
upon that order or totally have refuſed it. He had no doubt in 
his own mind of the culpability of the Bank Directors, and wiſhed 
an inquiry into their conduct. Parliament ought to cut off intirely 
that connection which had been fatally eſtabliſhed between Govern- 
ment and the Bank, from which a great part of our preſent cala- 
mity aroſe. It would not do to patch and patch the garment till 
it fell to piccts. They muſt take vigorous and effectual meaſares. 
They muſt try to pay off what was due by Government to the 
Bank; and after the people were called upon to contribute for that 
purpoſe, they ougit to diſſolve the connection which had been found 
fo prejudicial. Parliament ſhould be reſtored to its privilege of ex- 
eluſively beſtowirg grants of public money, and ail Minifters, be 
they who they may, ſnould be deprived of the power of raifing ſup- 
plies without its conſent. The merchants of London had applied 
to che Miniſter to uſe his intereſt with the Bank to procure them 
that accommodation which they were denied. To this ſtate of 
degradation were thoſe reduced who formerly were ſo powerful and 
ſo opulent. How were the mighty fallen!“ might now be faid 
of them. Let the merchants of London, however, apply themſelves 
to their commerce, and not attempt to ſuppurt themſelves on the 
power or authority of Miniſters. If they really felt the neceſſity 
of ſuch an application, they ought to have come to Parliament with 
a ſtatement of their complaint. It was not a point for Miniſters 
to interfere in; it came within the privileges of Parliament, which 

he could not allow to be paſſed over with negleR. 

Lord GEORGE CAVENDISH ſaid, that he was not yet pre- 
pared to give any opinion with regard to the conduct of the bank, 


4 
Y 


\ 
\ 
7 
* 
* 
Y 
- 
# i 
4 
wo 
* 
4 
1 
* 
* 
oy 
* 
* 
7 
* 
o 
© 
« 


2 
* 


dro — — ” 


— 22 


2 
* 


—— F 
_ — 3 
7 be — R . ot Sod of > 
— - ERR Ae. 


. — 
* - 


dos. 


ſuch 


been 


em; 


y had | 


poſes 
cd to 


o the 
nch- 
ittecs 
they 
ſe in 
de- 
were 
Wos 
1 it? 
acted 
Jt in 
iſhed 
tirely 
vern- 
cala- 
t till 
ures. 
the 
that 
ound 
ex- 
1 
ſup- 
plied 
them 
te of 
| and 
ſaid 
elves 
| the 


MARCH 22.] DEBATES. 87 
but certainly at preſent it appeared in no very favourable light. He 
thought, however, that the Houſe ought to part with as little control 
as poſſible. He ſhould therefore oppoſe the clauſe. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid the queſtion before the Com- 
mittee ſcemed to be entirely miſapprehended. Did gentlemen mean 
that the indemnity was only to commence with the act? Did they 
conſider the extraordinary ſituation in which the Bank would be 
placed? The Order of Council was communicated to the Bank late 
on Sunday night, or early on Monday morning, and a few hours 
afterwards the meſſage was received from His Majeſty, communi- 
cating the event. The Committee then could not mean to ſubject 
the Bank, acting upon this order only a few hours before it came 
before the Houſe, to all the inconveniences which would ariſe from 
the intermediate delay of three weeks. There was no inſtance 
where indemnity was given, in which it did not refer back to the act 
which made it neceſſary. He conceived, therefore, that here like- 
wiſe the indemnity would go back to the very act on which it was 
founded. 

Mr. WHITBREAD faid, that he thought he underſtood the 
clauſe. It was of no importance whether it was five minutes or 
five months between the period of the communication to Parliament, 
and the obedience which the Bank gave to the Order of Council, 
for in that intervening ſpace the important ſtep was taken. As the 
propriety or impropriety of this ſtep, therefore, was to be the ſubject 
of conſideration, and as there was nothing on which to form x 
judgement, he could not agree to the clauſe of indemnity. 

Mr. DUNDAS then aſked, when it was meant that the indem- 
nity ſhould begin? To which Mr. Whitbread anſwered, “ not 
till the a& took place.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that the honourable gentleman had 
aſked if ever there had been an Act of Indemnity that did not go 
back to the firſt ſtep on which it was founded, and it was true that 
ſuch was the mode when the Houſe approved the meaſure ; but the 
propriety of the indemnity to the Bank was not yet aſcertained. To 
give an indemnity without examination, was to eſtabliſh the prin- 
ciple that the Bank were always juſtified in obeying an Order of 
Council, and were always to have an Act of Indemnity. Whe- 
ther an indemnity was to be given to all bankers was a difficult 
queſtion. No affociation could ſecure merchants and bankers 
againſt demands in ſpecie from abroad. It was a degrading fitua- 
tion to which they were reduced ; left to the mercy of thoſe who 
were miſchievous enough to preſs for payments in caſh, while they 
had no means of making the payment. With regard to the libe- 
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rality of the Bank in diſcounts, he knew that thoſe who held the pro- 
priety of the Bank limiting its diſcounts, were repreſented as men 
who wiſhed to cripple commerce by withholding thoſe accommoda- 
tions which were necetiary to its ſupport. So far, however, was 
he from withing to deprive commerce of any means of ſupport- and 
encouragement, that he thought the Bank inſtituted for commercial 
purpoſes, and wiſhed to ſee that connection between Government 
and the Bank diſſolved, by which it had been prevented from ful- 
filling is proper purpoſes. He wiſhed this divorce to take place, 
that commerce might receive that ſhare of attention and indulgence 
to which it was entitled, and that the Bank might ſafely exerciſe 
thac liberality of diſcount which was required. But if there were 
two cuſtomers, one of whom had obtained accommodation to the 
amount of ten millions, and the other three, how was it poſſible that 
the commercial advantages to be expected could be derived from 
the Bank? Public meetings had been held, at which a reſpectable 
Member of the Houſe (Alderman Luſhington) had preſided, at 
which it had been reſolved to apply to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to interpoſe his authority with the Bank. From this it 
appeared that the Bank had been thought to be niggardly, and the 
ſucceſs which theſe gentlemen had ſo ſoon experienced from their 
application had naturally been imputed to the authority of the Mi- 
niſter. He was glad to hear, however, what had been ſaid by the 
two Directors of the Bank. Till the co-operation, not to ſay col- 
lufion, which had been manifeſted by the Bank in al: the tranſac- 
tions of Government was aboliſhed, the credit of the Bank could 
never be reſtored. He was deſirous to know if the arguments uſed 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer were coupled with a promiſe 
to pay what was due by Government. If not, the Bank, by con- 
tinuing to iſſue paper without limits, would ſoon be reduced to a 
ſtate of abſolute inſolvency. "Thoſe who had acceſs to any of the 
Bank Directors, well knew, and a noble friend of his (Lord Lau— 
derdale), a perſon not apt to take up a fact upon flight grounds, had 
ſtated in his work upon the finances of the country, that ever fince 
Spring, 1796, remonſtrances had been made to Miniſters againſt 
ſending ſo much money out of the country, and ſtating that the ruin 
of the Bank would be the inevitable conſequence. He hoped this 
was true, for it would afford ſome proſpect that by better manage- 
ment their affairs might be retrieved. He did not think that there 
was any cauſe for haſte in the preſent meaſure. Notwithſtanding 
the intimation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer when this buſi- 
neſs was firſt opened, that it was neceſſary to follow up the Order of 
Council by a legiſlative meaſure without delay, a month had nearly 
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elapſed without any thing being done; and if a judgement could be 
formed from the time it had been in preparation, there would be 
no end to the bill, ſhould it be carried into effect, He would re- 
peat, therefore, what he had faid before, that it would be better to 
ſuſpend the proceeding altogether, than to hazard the evils which its 
enactment, without the proſpect of a limitation, would produce. 
Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON faid, he thought the Direc- 
tors of the Bank had given ſuch an explanation of their conduct as 
would have rendered any farther reply unneceffary ; but as he had 
been perſonally alluded to, he begged to ſay a few words. He had 
no objection to ſtate diſtinAly the conduct he held. The mer- 
chants of London felt extremely the want of a due proportion of 
circulating medium, which want was increaſed by the war ; it be- 


came neceſſary that a meeting of them ſhould be called, to take this 


fubject ſeriouſly into their conſideration. The firſt reſolution was, 
to wait upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who heard them 
with the utmoſt attention, but ſaid it was not in his power to grant 
any relief. 

Another meeting took place, and he and ſome other gentlemen 
waited on the Bank Directors; and when he had ſtated to them, 
that the commerce of the country had increaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that the exports and imports amounted to above ſixteen millions 
more in the year 1796 than they did in the year 1790, the Bank 
Directors ſaw the propricty of the application, and the neceſſary ac- 
commodation was granted. The trade of this country had increaſed 
to ſuch a degree, that there was not ſufficient circulating medium. 
The exports had riſen lately from ſixteen or ſeventeen to thirty mil- 
lions, and every gentleman muſt feel, that the circulating medium 
bore -no proportion to the property of the country. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING faid, that an improving commerce 
required no aid but what it derived from its own energy and re- 
ſources, and that the difficulties under which it laboured, was the 
reſult of the political circumſtances of the country,. and not of the 
want of a circulating medium, which commerce was always able of 
itſelf to ſupply. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON faid, that the political cir- 
cumſtances of the country certainly contributed to the preſſure, and 
increaſed the neceſſity of the accommodation, becauſe that which 


ſhofild go to the ſupport of commerce was diverted to other purpoſes... 


The war, therefore, and the events connected with it, produced the 


difficulties which it required the aid of the increaſed liberality of ae- 


commodation to alleviate. 


* 


Mr. SHERIDAN left it to the worthy Magiſtrate to — 
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his poſition, that a proſperous commerce required additional aid, 
with the admiſſion, that the political circumſiances of the country 
had ſo crippled commerce, as to demand a more extenſive ſcale of 
accommodation. 


Colonel WOOD wiſhed that the indemnity ſhould be continued 
only till the Report, which would explain how far the conduct of 
the Bank had been proper. 

Mr. DUNDAS again contended that the queſtion merely was, 
when the indemnity ſhould begin * 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL began by vindicating hey 
conduct of the Secret Committee, appointed to inquire into the cauſes 
which produeed the neceſſity of the late Minute of Council. Some 
blame had been imputed to them for not ſeeming diſpoſed to go 


more at large into the inveſtigation of theſe cauſes ; but he begged 


leave to aſſure the Committee, that ſuch imputations were wholly 
devoid of foundation, and he was bold enough to aſſert, that it would 
appear that the Committee had diſcharged the duty impoſed upon 
them with the moſt rigid and ſcrupulous punctuality. He alfo 
muſt beg leave to remind them, that the charge entruſted to that 
Committee was of a magnitude the moſt ſerious, and that it would 
be rendered ſtill more critical, if the Houſe did not bring to the 
diſcuſſion of it that temper of moderation and firmneſs, which a 
ſubje& of ſuch immenſe conſequence naturally and deſervedly de- 
manded. The object and ſtudy of that Committee ſhould be, 
not to bring forward what individuals may be ſolicitous to expoſe, 
but what the Houſe ſeem collectively to require. The inquiry ought 
therefore to proceed not on points that go to affect the conduct of 
Miniſters, or any grounds that tend to promote the ends of politieal 
partialities, but ſolely on thoſe for which it was appointed, viz. to 
inveſtigate the cauſes that immediately led to the neceſſity of the 
Order of Council. But now to the ſubject at preſent under the 
conſideration of the Committee. The clauſe now under diſcuſſion 
went fimply to indemnify the Bank for a mode of proceeding, and 
of conduct, which neceſſity alone could juſtify ; and he could moſt 
conſcientiouſly declare, that no conſideration under Heaven ſhould 
ever induce him to indemnify any ſet of men, or attempt to juſtify 
any meaſures propeſed by them, unleſs he was clearly convinced of 
the neceſſity of ſuch meaſures, and that they were the moſt expe- 
dient to relieve or remove that neceſſity. There was a topic touched 
on in the courſe of debate by an honourable Member; the topic he 
meant was the neceſſity of extending the circulating medium, for 
the accommodation of increafing commerce ; but it was a topic on 
which he would not dwell at preſent, as a ſerigus attention would 
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be paid to it elſewhere ; and the reſult of that ſerious inquiry into 
this, and many other ſubjects of the higheſt importance, would 
ſpeedily, he hoped, be brought before the Houſe, and if the Houſe 
was then faithful and unprejudiced in the diſcharge of its duty to 
the public, it would be. found, to the general ſatisfaction, that the 
country was ſtill ſafe. But if, from paſſion or prejudice on either 
fide of the Houſe, or from, as he ſaid before, a ſolicitude to gratify 
any political partialities, gentlemen on his fide, or on the other, 
ſhould be induced to repreſent our ſituation as leſs ſerious than it 
really was, or more ſerious and alarming than, in fact, it could be 
proved, then he muſt ſay, upon his conſcience, that he believed no 
man living could eſtimate the diſaſtrous and fatal conſequences that 
might enſue. 

The queftion was then put on the indemnity clauſe, which was 
carried without a diviſion. 

Mr. FOX expreſſed a hope, that the Committee would adopt 
ſome amendment ſimilar to thaz alluded to by an honourable Mem- 
ber (Mr. Baſtard), for ſecuring, at leaſt to the public creditor, the 
payment of his diyidend in ſpecie. The ſeriouſneſs of the times, 
ſo forcibly appealed to by the learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
ſhould induce every man to ſpeak out, and to conceal nothing, 
whatever might be his political predilections, or on whatever ſide of 
the Houſe he might be diſpoſed to fit. If the preſent clauſe was 
merely intended to protect the Bank againſt actions that might be 
brought to compel payment in ſpecie, then the wording of the clauſe 
ought to be more explicit and clear. Even in the original Order of 
Council, there was nothing explicit on this ſubject. In his opinion, 
the operation of the clauſe ſhuuld not extend to dividend warrants, 
As they were not conſidering at preſent the propriety of creating 
ſome new circulating medium, but deliberating upon a meaſure by 
which the public faith was broken with the public creditor, by re- 
fuling to pay him in caſh, he now gave notice that he ſhould move 
as an amendment to this clauſe, © That the Bank ſhould be pro- 
* hibited from making any advances to Government by which the 
« exiſting debt ſhould be increaſed during the continuance of the 
“ preſent act.“ 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that chough the preſent was not 
the propereſt period for diſcuſſing the intended clauſe of the right 
honourable gentleman, yet he could not paſs over the notice given 
of it without ſome obſervations. For his part, he conceived that if 
there was any neceſſity for the clauſe alluded to, it muſt be extended 
to the payment of dividends to ſuch an amount, as muſt render thg 
Minute of Council, and the propoſed reſtriction, wholly ſuperfluous 
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and nugatory ; for there was no heſitation in declaring, as it had 
been already repeatedly declared, that the ſtate of the Bank was ſuch 
as to be utterly incompatible with the operation of ſuch a clauſe. 
The public have ſtipulated to make their payments on every loan at 
the Bank, and a far greater proportion is always paid in Bank notes 
than in caſh. In like manner, all ſums iſſued by Government, 
have uniformly a greater proportion of Bank paper than of caſh. 
The Bank, therefore, could never anſwer in caſh the whole of the 
demarids that might be made on them in one day ; indeed, if the 
neceſſity of the meaſure now propoſed do at all exiſt (and it is ge- 
nerally acknowledged that it does exiſt), to adopt a clauſe ſuch as that 
iritended to be propoſed by the right honourable gentleman, would 
be doing away with one breath what my were enacting with the 
other. 

- Mr. FOX could conceive hte more alarming than what had 
juſt fallen from the right honourable gentleman. Nothing was 
more fallacious than the arguments urged on this ſubject: they 
were arguments that led to every ſpecics of fraud. Reference had 
been made to what had hitherto been the practice. It had been 
ſaid to be the cuſtom of Government principally to pay in notes; 

but in what kind of notes? —in notes eafily and immediately con- 
vertible into caſh. But are Bank notes now convertible into 


ſpecie on demand? Surely not: therefore no reſemblance can be. 


ſuppoſed to exiſt between what they now are to be, and what they 
were formerly. The tranſactions of the Bank of England may 
fairly be compared with thoſe of a private bank. If a private 
banker ifſues notes on proper grounds, and with a due proportion of 
ſpecie to anſwer the amount, the tranſaction is certainly not unlaw- 
ful; but if he iſſue beyond that due proportion of caſh, and with- 
out a correſponding ſecurity in effects, then the tranſaction is ſtig- 
matized as fraudulent. S: ould a demand be made unexpectedly 
on him, for more than he is able to pay in ſpecie, what then ſhould 
be his conduct? He muſt ſtop payment for a time, call in his debts, 
and convert his effects into caſh ; and when the demands on him 
were ſatisfied, then he might open buſineſs anew. But this, it is 
faid, ſhould not be applied to the Bank of England ; and why ? 
becauſe State neceſſity requires, that they reſerve what ſpecie they 


may till poſſeſs, for exigencies of Government. If that be the 


caſe, do not then deny that you defraud the public creditor. Give 
the tranſaCtion the term it is emitled to; no good can be derived 
from gloſſing it over with ſpecious and colourable words. It is true, 
that a conſiderable portion of a loan may be paid in-Bank notes, by 
thoſe who have aſſociated together, from a willingneſs to receive 
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them, and with a view to promote their acceptance by others ; but 
it may not equally ſuit others to receive them in this manner; let 
ſuch, therefore, be paid in ſpecie, and under this limitation the 
clauſe cannot be juſtly ſaid to render the propoſed reſtriction ſuper- 
fluous and nugatory. Mr. Fox concluded by alluding to the pre- 
diction of Mr. Hume, that as ſoon as the exigencies of the State 
ſhould compel Government to lay violent hands on the caſh of the 
Bank, in breach of faith, and to the detriment of the public ere- 
diror, then the credit of the country would be no more. Ihe Go- 
vernment, not the Bank, is the debtor, and the refuſal of payment 
is the act, not of the Bank, but of the Government. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, that what had happened 
to the public creditor, in his not having the payment of his debt in 
ſpecie, was undoubtedly a fraud upon him ; it was certainly a fraud 
not to pay a man in gold and ſilver, when gold and filver were due 
to him. But although he ſaid this, yer he was ready to admit, that, 
in a great country like this, fraud itſelf was a thing tu be ſubmitted 
to, if it was impoſſible for the State to avoid it; or in other words, 
neceſſity, if it was an abſolute one, was an anſwer for any thing that 
could happen. But the queſtion now was, what was prudent to be 
done? Suppoſe the reſtriction upon the Bank was only to continue 
for a month, he believed that many people would be diſconiented ; 
but he did not believe that the evil would be great, for that the maſs 
of the people would not object to it. The objection he had to the 
bill now before the Committee, was to him a deciſive one; the 
Bank ſhould he allowed to pay one day or other in ſpecie; but by 
this bill it did not appear at preſent that they were ever to do ſo: 
ſhould the day to which the operation of the bill was to continue be 
at a moderate diſtance, the panic and the terror which created the run 
upon the Bank would foon ceaſe, and every thing would go on as 
uſual. What bullion and ſpecic there was in the Bank now, ought 
to be ſecured there for a while, but not for ever ; nobody imagined 
that the Bank was to be ſhut up for ever as to the iſſuing of ſpecie 
for paper, and that was the reaſon why the paper was now fo cur- 
rent ; and therefore to continue that currency a ſhort time ſhould be 
inſerted in the bill, after which the Bank ſhould be allowed to pay 
in ſpecie. The great thing to be conſidered in this buſineſs was, in 
his opinion, the limitation of time, during which the Bank was to 
be reſtrained from paying in money ; but at preſent there was no 
time fixed; and all that appeared to refer to that ſubject was, a 
clauſe at the end of the bill, which gave power to Parliament to alter 
or amend it in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion. That appeared to 
him to be much too indefinite ; there ſhould be a period fixed, at 
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which the reſtriction ſhould ceaſe, and when the ſolidity of the Bank 
ſhould be made to operate in favour of the public creditor. If, after 
that time, it ſhould appear that the Bank could not go on, let them 
give up like other companies who were unable to pay the demands 
upon them. It appeared to him to be better that a time ſhould be 
fixed, at which the Bank ſhould pay in money, even if it ſhould be 
a long one, than that it ſhould be indefinite, for ſo it would be, if 
there was only a clauſe in the bi!! ro empower Parliament to alter 
the period as occaſion ſhould require. That was much too vague'a | 
thing to ſatisfy the holders of Bank paper. The Miniſter deceived 
himſelf ſadly if he thought he could, in this way, be able to ſup- 
port the credit of any paper long. Paper that could not at any 
ſpecific time be convertible into gold, would ſoon depreciate, Tt 
was not to this country only that we were to look for the effect which 
this meaſure would have. We ſhould turn our eyes to Hamburgh, 
and to other places, and ſee what effect this was to have on the price 
of foreign articles, on which ſo much of our trade and commerce 
depended. Did any man in his ſenſes imagine, that if this ſtoppage 
of payment in ſpecie was to be of long duration, that the merchant 
would not advance the price of his foreign articles ? This appeared 
to him to be a great evil; and he had no idea of aſſenting to any 
bill of this kind, unleſs the duration was fixed, and that limited to 
a ſhort period. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL thought that, as to the du- 
ration of the bill being too long, he conceived that its being left to 
the wiſdom of Parliament to alter the bill at any time in this ſeſfion, 
was an anſwer to the objections of the honourable Baronet. He 
conceived the ſubje& to be ſuch, that Parliament could not at this 
moment prudently fix the duration of the reſtriction upon the Bank. 
Beſides, the Houſe might, by limiting the time now, place them- 
ſelves in a very diſtreſſing ſituation; for if it ſhould happen, after 
the Houſe had limited the time, that the commercial, or if he 
might be allowed to uſe the phraſe, ** the monied world,” ſhould 
be reſtored to its former ſtate before that time expired, the Houſe 
would find that it had no power to put an end to the reſtriction be- 
fore the time limited by the bill, although the cauſe of it had 
ceaſed. Having made theſe few obſervations on the ſentiments of 
the honourable Baronet, he muſt now procced to make a few on 
thoſe of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox). He appre- 
hended that the creditors of the Bank, he meant the proprictors of 
ſtock and the claimants of dividends upon ſtock, ſhould not, in caſe 
of public cxigency, call for payment in ſpecie, any more than any 
other creditors upon a private banker, He ſhould apply his obſer- 
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vations to the facts of the preſent caſe, and give his opinion upon 
the law of this country, as it appeared to him to apply to it. Any 
man having a claim upon another, might demand payment of the 
amount in money. Generally ſpeaking, however, creditors had 
been ſatisfied with the payment of their demands in Bank bills; 


| for it was well known that, from the extenſion of commerce in this 


country, it was impoſſible that all debts could be paid in ſpecie. In 
the caſe of a private banker, perſons who were his cuſtomers depo- 
ſited money with him for the convenience of their own concerns 
they did fo certainly, on the faith that he would always have a due 
proportion of caſh in his poſſeſſion to anſwer any drafts from day to 
day they ſhould draw upon him ; but he knew very well, that if all 
his creditors were to come upon him at once, that he could not have 
caſh in poſſeſſion ſufficient to anſwer them all, for they all muſt 
know that the profits of his buſineſs muſt conſiſt in laying out at 
intereſt and in advantageous commerce a great portion of their pro- 
perty depoſited in his hands, in which conſiſted the profit of the 
banker. If gentlemen did not apply this obſervation to the caſe 
which was now before them, he would venture to fay they had not 
duly confidered the ſubjc that was now in diſcuſſion ; and if they 
proceeded without due confideration of this fact, they might here- 
after have great reaſon to lament that they had not ſo confidered it. 
Having faid this, he would aſk, whether it was not a monſtrous po- 
fition to lay down, that if a private banker could not anſwer at any 
one time the demands of his creditors, ſhould they all come upon 
him, that yet the Bank ſhould be expected to do ſo * When gen- 
tlemen talked of the legal payment of debts, they did not, perhaps, 
conſider the extent to which that might be carried. If a man owed 
him money, and offered him guineas in payment, he did not know 
that he made good the ſtrict legal obligation he was under; but if a 
banker was called upon by all his cuſtomers to make good at once in 
ſpecie the whole of their demands, what was he to do? He cer- 
tainly could not fatisfy them. He would ſay, Here are my 
funds; look at the value of them; it is true they are not money, 
but they are convertible into money; you muſt have known, that if 
you all came upon me at once, I could not pay all in money.” 
What would the creditors of ſuch a banker ſay? If they were not 
cruel, obdurate, and fooliſh, they would ſay, It is not for your 
intereſt, nor for ours, to diſtreſs you; caſh, we know, cannot be 
found immediately; we ſee your funds are quite ſufficient to anſwer . 
our claims, and therefore we will give you time.” _ Preciſely fo 
was the caſe with reſpect to the Bank; every perſon wha took a 
Bank note knew very well that the Bank was not in a ſituation to 
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give caſh for every Bank note, ſuppoſing every one to be preſented 
for payment in caſh at one time; and this to a certain extent had 
been the caſe, in the inftance which created the neceſſity of the bill | | 
which was now before the Committee. It might ariſe from an 
alarm, well or ill-founded, political or otherwiſe ; for he was not 
now going to diſeuſs the cauſe of the late run upon the Bank; but 
ſurely it could not be expected in ſuch a caſe, that the Bank could 
pay in caſn all the demands that were thus made upon it, any more 
than a private individual would be able to do, in the caſe which he 
had already ſtated. At no time was any public body of a commer- 
cial kind ever able to do ſo. What ſhould the Houſe of Commons 
do in ſuch a cafe? Why, in his opinion, preciſely what the Houſc 
of Commons did ; they inquired into the folidity of the Bank, and 
to the ſatisfaction of the public verified the fact, that the Bank was 
abundantly wealthy. But the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Fox) had obſerved, that the value of Bank notes had always con- 
fiſted in the eonſeiouſneſs that they were at the will of the holder 
eonvertible into money. He admitted it. But then the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ſhould recollect, that there was a great difference 
between the cafe of any banker or private individual, and that of 
the Bank of England, even in the facility of turning their pro- 
perty to ſpecie. This would be obvious to any gentleman who 
would confider the nature of the Bank of England : it would im- 
mediately appear that the property of the Bank was not convertible 
into ſpecie without much time ; it was impoſſible from the nature 
of the thing. The public never ſufficiently underſtood this matter, 
and it was the duty of the Houſe this day, as the repreſentatives of 
the people, to ſtem the torrent of popular prejudice upon this matter, 
and to allow the Bank a reaſonable time to get out of the difficulty 
with which it was now unfortunately, and, he believed, unavoidably 
embarraſſed. The people ought not to be deluded ; and he thought, 
if they looked at this matter with the patience and good ſenſe which 
were their characteriſtic, they would meet this embarraſſment with 
firameſs. He flattered himſelf that they would do fo; and he 
hoped that they would fee the neceffity that this bill ſhould be car- 
ried into effect. 

Mr. FOX withed the ſtatement of the learned gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt to be attended to. He ſeemed to be of opinion, that if 
the Bank ftopped payment under certain circumſtances, they ſhould 
not be ftigmatifed with the charge of having broken their faith, pro- 
vided it appeared that the failure was unavoidable. In that ſtate- 
ment he agreed with the learned gentleman. He agreed with him 
alfo in his ſtatement of the poſſible caſe of a as banker, that if 
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all his creditors came upon him at once, and demanded payment in 
cath, that he could not poſſibly comply with ſuch demands, and that 
their forbearance would be laudable ; nay, that if they refuſed to 
forhear, and availed themſelves of all the rigour which they could 
enforce by law, that they would act with eruelty and with folly : but 
the learned gentleman omitted one material diſtinction between the 
private banker, and that of the Bank of England; if a private 
banker was in the hands of creditors whom he could not pay, 
he could not defend himſelf by law at any time when his creditors 
chuſed to call upon him for payment of their demands ; he muſt 
ſatisfy them when they ſhould think fit to call upon him, and there- 
fore they were likely to ſec their intereſt in having a tender regard 
for his: but was this the caſe with the Bank of England at this 
moment, or would it be fo after this bill was carried? By no 
means ; for by this bill the Bank of England were to be indemni- 
fied againſt the effect of having refuſed to pay their debts : and that 
which would be puniſhable by law as a breach of faith in a private 
banker, would not be puniſhable in the Bank of England: the one 
you could compel, the other you could not compel to fulfil an en- 
gagement; and therefore there was a material defect in the compa- 
riſon. But the learned gentleman ſeemed to convey to the Com- 
mittee an idea that the Bank would have ſpecie enough in a certain 
time. Now, upon this part of the ſubject, he begged he might not 
be miſunderſtood in what he was going to lay. He was not ſtating 
that evils might not reſult to our trade and commerce if the re- 
ſtriction ſhould not be continued; he was taking the ſubje& upon 
the reaſoning of the learned gentleman ; he was not ſaying that 
great evils might not ariſe from the diminution of diſcounts, and 
that many inconveniencies might ariſe to the State itſelf if that 
ſpecies of accommodation was not afforded to commercial men : 
but he intended to apply his obſervations chiefly to the duration of 
this reſtriction upon the Bank not to pay in ſpecie. He could not 
conceive that, if there was a: Ciſproportion at this moment between 
ſpecic and paper, that the iſſue of a greater quantity of paper, and 
continuing that practice for a great length of time, would diminiſh 
the evil. He knew not what arguments had prevailed on gentle- 
men out of doors to believe that doctrine, as ſome-of them ſeemed 
by their ſpeeches to have been ſo perſuaded, he was ſure that nothing 
to that effect had been proved in that Houſe. Suppoſe Government 
were to pay him a debt in ſpecie, that was to ſay, in bad guineas of 
the value only of nineteen ſhillings cach; why then for theſe bad 
guineas he would -get nineteen ſhillings at any time, and therefore 
they would have a fixed value, ſo that he ſhould know the 8 
Ven. I. O 
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of his loſs ; but if the paper of the Bank ſhould be depreciated, he 
could never be able to aſcertain that loſs, becauſe it might vary from 
day to day. Gold and ſilver, although in the ſtate he had deſcribed, 

was always of ſome value, becauſe they were marketable, but paper 
might be reduced to a ſtate that might render it of none; and there- 
fore no compariſon could ever be made between the precious metals 
and paper in a ſtate of depreciation, He could not help wiſhing 
that gentlemen, inſtead of amuſing us with new terms of circulating 
medium and the like, had ſhewn us an inſtance, ancient or modern, 
-in which paper, when forced into circulation by the authority of the 
State, had been received in the ſa:ne manner as gold and ſilver. 
The thing was impoſſible, for the value of paper had always been, 
and muſt always be, dependent on the poſlibility of converting it 
into ſilver and gold. Such had been the eſſence of the value of 
paper; and what ground had we for ſuppoſing that it would have a 
different effect with us from the reſt of the world? He agreed with 
the honourable Baronet (Sir William Pulteney), that neceſſity was 
imperious, and could not be reſiſted ; and agreed with him alto, 
that the duration of this bill ſhould be a ſhort one. He was ſure 
if it was not ſhort, and that they were to reſt on the proviſions of 
the bill, without ſhewing to the public how much Parliament felt 
for the preſent lamentable ſituation of the country, they would ſoon 
diſguſt the public with their proceedings. It would not do from 
day to day to poſtpone the conſideration of the ſubject. He knew 
not what the duration of the bill was intended to be, whether for 
three weeks, or for three cr fix months; but this he knew, that the 
longer the duration, the greater our difficulty would be ; and he 
muſt be a ſanguine man, indeed, if he thought the country would 
not be ruined in its. credit, if this bill continued for fix or eight 
months. There were ſome perſons who confeſſed that this evil 
could not be removed during the war : he agreed with them ; but 
he doubted whether it could be removed even in peace, unleſs that 
deſirable event ſhould take place very ſoon. Every hour that it was 
delayed diminiſhed our chance of removing the calamity. If we had 
Not peace in the ſpring of 1797, what ſhould we ſay in the 
autumn? This was a queſtion which did not depend on the taking 
of a town, or a fortreſs. An enumeration of many ſucceſſes in that re- 
ſpe& would be of no avail. This was a time in which we ſhould not 
conceal any thing from the public. A new loan of ſeveral millions 
was ſpeedily wanted, which certzinly would not tend to improve 
the ſituation of paper credit. He could not bring himſelf to ſtate 
the circumſtances of this country without the moſt painful anxiety. 
The Houſe ovght to conſider that this country was now on the brink 
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of a dreadful precipice, and that one falſe ſtep might throw it into a 
gulph out of which it could never riſe. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, that he was aware the 
preſent proceeding was entirely wrong. He obſerved, that although 
in former times the Bank had been in many difficulties, and ſur- 
mounted them, yet it had done ſo without the interference of Go- 
vernment; but now in every future circumſtance of the Bank it 
would be recollected that it might put itſelf under the protection of 
Government. This was a matter that went materially to affect its 
eredit. He reminded the Houſe, that in Portugal a man who poſ- 
ſeſſed influence with the Court might have a protection againſt his 
ereditors, and might be enabled to defraud them of their debts; but 
he had not heard that ſuch a facility to get rid of demands had been 
ſerviceable to the trade of Portugal. The great miſchief of the 
preſent ſtoppage was its effect on paper credit, which had been the 
means of commercial pre-eminence in this country : and ſuch was 
the importance of preſerving this, that, in his opinion, the moſt im- 
mediate and efficacious means ſhould be deviſed of reſtoring it to 
its former ſtate. That this was poſſible, he had no doubt; nay, he 
himſelf was poſſeſſed of a plan by which this interdiction on the 
Bank might be removed within a month: it required energy and re- 
ſolution ; but with theſe it would not fail of ſucceſs. The plan 
now before them appeared to him inadequate to its purpoſe, and, 
like all fimilar ſchemes, would inevitably occaſion the deſtruction of 
thoſe who brought it forward. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that while all cordially united in 
lamenting the neceſſity of the meaſure which was then ſubmitted to 
the conſideration of the Committee, there could exiſt no difficulty 
in any gentleman expreſſing his ſincere wiſh that it would continue 
but a very ſhort time. Yet, however ſanguine the hopes of gentle- 
men were on the ſubject, the Committee could not exactly ſay what 
preciſe and limited time it would be proper or wiſe to confine it to. 
The cauſes which had produced the neceſſity of reſtricting the pay- 
ments of the Bank in caſh, could not be done away 1n a {tated period. 
It was at the ſame time neceſſary to look the ſituation of the 
country in the face, and to call forth the national vigour. As the 
beſt and ſafeſt mode of judging, the Houſe had appointed a Com- 
mittee, and inveſted them with powers to examine into the ſtate of 
the finances, to inquire into the reſources of the country ; and having 
thus aftertained the origin of the temporary diſtreſs and embarraſt, 
ment, the next ſtep would naturally be, to bring forward proper re- 
medies. They were then proceeding in their diſcuſſion of the ſub- 
jects referred to them; they were forming grounds which were to 
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conftitute important ſubjects of conſideration for the Houſe; and 


the country was anxiouſly waiting the event of their inquiries. But 
gentlemen were not now called on to enter into an inveſtigation of 
the caufes that had produced the neceſſity of the Order iſſued by His 
Majeſty's Council, it was merely propoſed to adopt a remedy which 
might provide againſt temporary diſtreſs. He was ready to admit, 
that after the Report of the Committce had been brought up, an 
irreſiſtible call would be made on the Houſe to enter fully into the 
ſubject matter of the Report, and to adopt ſuch meaſures as might 
be found adequate to meet, not only the preſent embarraſſment, but 
any future criſis. But he did not fee that any ſpecific plan for that 
purpoſe could be purſued, until the Report of the Committee was 
fully before the Houſe. It was evident, that until that time, no 
permanent remedy could be propoſed at once to counteract the preſ- 
ſure of the moment, to improve the future proſpects of the country, 
and to fteer it ſucceſsfully through all its difficulties. He ſhould 
at the fame time obſerve, that it was a delicate matter for any man 
to ſtate with any degree of confidence, the preciſe time for limiting 
the intended reſtriction on the Bank, for it was impoſſible to fore- 
ſee the exact period at which the neceſſity for its continuance would 
ceaſe. However earneſt, however ſanguine the wiſhes of* gentle- 
men were to that point, a cauſe which had produced fo great an 
effect could not certainly be removed in fo ſhiort a time as their de- 
fires might induce them to expect. He ſhould only remark, that a 
limited time would beſt come under confide ration, when that queſtion 
was properly brought forward. He would then content himſelt 
with obſerving, in a general manner, that a limitation of three 
months ſcemed adviſeable, and that the 24th of June appeared a 
proper period. Yet he did not mention that to the Committee as 
a preciſe and ſettled time for the duration of the meaſure. An ho- 
nourable Baronet had aſſured gentlemen, tliat he was in poſſeſſion 
of a ſure method to remove the reſtriction in one month ; but he 
had not thought proper to diſcloſe the particular meaſures which were 
to accompliſh that great and very defirable end. If he or any other 
gentleman was ſeriouſly acquainted with ſuch a plan as he ſuggeſted, 

he would render one of the moſt important ſervices ever conferred on 
his country. In the taſk of confidering the ſtate of the country, it 
would be neceſſary to compare what ſhould be the proportion of caſh 
to the proportion of paper. It would be requiſite to form a general 
outline of the ſituation in which the Houſe might wiſh to ſee the 
Bank of England placed. The remedy could not take place in an 
inftantancous manner, but would naturally be the reſult of gradual 
inveſtigation and progreſſive improvement. With reſpect to the. 
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propoſitions thrown out, of reducing the amount of notes in eireula- 
tion, it was a ſubje& on which he had not been able to form any 
judgement. But when he reviewed the arguments adduced by a 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox), a ſudden diminution of the 
circulating medium deciſively appeared to be the reſult of them. 
As ſo much had been ſaid on the nature of a circulating medium, 
he thought it neceſſary to notice that he did not for his own part 
take it to be of that empirical kind which had been generally de- 
ſcribed. It appeared to him to conſiſt in any thing that. anſwered 
the great purpoſes of trade and commerce, whether in ſpecie, paper, 
or any other term that might be uſed. 'The right honourable gen- 
tleman admitted that a ſudden diminution of the circulating medium 
would deſtroy the whole commerce of the country. But he alſo 
appeared to have ſtated, that if the effects of the Bank were con- 
verted into caſh, and the claims of the public creditors ſatisfied, 
that then the Houſe would put themſelves in the fituation of keep- 
ing their faith. But that poſition (ſaid 'Mr. Pitt) I poſitively 
denv. The beſt and moſt effectual way to keep our faith cannot 
be ſeparated from the commerce, from the manufactures, and the 
activity of the country. It is, Sir, by preſerving theſe, that we can 
alone give energy to public credit. It is by giving ſtability to the 
Bank, in a manner directly oppoſite to that propoſed by the right 
honourable gentleman, that we can alone give life to trade, draw 
into circulation the ſpecie hoarded up at home, and bring back the 
money which has been remitted to foreign countries. On ſuch a 
conduc depends the real fccurity of the public creditors ;' and not 
on the meaſure ſuggeſted, of converting into caſh the aſſets of the 
Bank, which, however temporary in its relief, would ultimately 
plunge the nation in the deepeſt diſtreſs, and completely ruin the 
eredit of the country. The right honourable gentleman might as 
well argue, that to deitroy the ſouree and means of commerce would 
reſtore credit and remove every difficulty. Such a proceeding would, 
indeed, make an incurable and perpetual wound in our deareſt in- 
tereſts, Bur, Sir, that is not all—the right honourable gentle- 
man's plan looks to the reduction of paper, but not to the increaſe of 
fpecie; and how would the nation be bettered by it? The outſtand- 
ing debts of the Bank might, I-grant, be paid by if. But it totally 
deprives the public creditor of any chance in our future proſperity ; 
for the Bank would juſt have enough to diſcharge the claims which 
might be brought againſt it, and we ſhould necetfarily be left with- 
out any reſource to which our commerce, our manufactures, or the 
fpirit of national enterprize, could look for ſupport, vigour, and ex- 
tenſion, It does not, therefore, ſcem to me to be the. true toad for 
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us to purſue, in endeavouring to maintain the activity of our internal 


traffic, and the ſucceſs of our external commercial deſigns, with 
which public credit is ſo materially connected. We ſhould hope, 
that by encouraging them in adopting means conſiſtent with their 
ſupport, we have the beſt and trueſt chance of bringing ſpecie and | 
bullion iato the Bank, and reſtoring to the country the full circula- 
tion of money. He declared that he conſidered a prudent increaſe 
of Bank notes at the preſent moment as the moſt effectual means to | 
produce effential benefit, and which could be eaſily reduced at a fu- 
ture period. That was the moſt rational way of ſhortening the 
duration of the neceſſity. Yet if any gentleman could come for- 
ward and ſtate to the Committee a better plan, it would certainly 
form the ſubje& of the moſt adviſcable and important diſcuſſion, 
and he would gladly give his aſſent to it. The Houſe in viewing 
the nature of the meaſure propoſed, and its various relations, were 
to conſider themſelves as the repreſentatives of all the people of 
England, and ſhould a& for their intereſts; and he truſted that they 
would not be too ſanguine in their expectations by fixing in their 
own minds a ſhorter period for the duration of the reſtriction than 
he had mentioned. He was convinced he had troubled the Com- 
mittee on topics which were unconnected with the queſtion before 
them, but he thought it neceſſary to advert to them, in conſequence 
of the way in which they had been introduced, and the ſtreſs which 
had been laid on them. 

Mr. FOX faid, that ſome aſſertions of the right honourable gen- 
tleman made it neceſſary for him to ſay a few words. Ee had no 
particular objection to the uſe of the term circulating medium, ex- 
cept that he preferred old terms to new ; but he muſt aver, that 
the doctrine of the right honourable gentleman was fundamentally 
erroneous, and muſt be erroneous if the firſt and eternal principles 
by which all circulation was governed were true. According to his 
doctrine, it would be the ſureſt way of putting an end to the preſent 
dilemma, if paper were to be extended beyond the proportion of 
ſpecie, rather than diminiſhed ; and by this he ſpeciouſly ſaid, that 
commerce was to be maintained, induſtry promoted, and all the 
ſources of our wealth to be fed. It was not a declamation, how- 
ever ſhewy, that would change the everlaſting nature of things. 
Suppoſe that, on a baſis of one million of ſpecie, there was an ifſue 
of only one million of notes, would it be a queſtion, that theſe notes 
would be in more eſtimation than if it were known. that two, three, 
or more millions were to be iſſued? According to the right honour- 
able gentleman, however, notes were to be valuable in proportion to 


their quantity, and as they exceeded the ſolidity of the foundation 
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ere, W upon which they were iſſued —a propoſition which muſt be falſe if k 
hope the principles of credit be true. In talking of a circulating me- 1 
dium, gentlemen got into errors by fuppoting that paper Was a eir- ; 
> and culating medium. It was no ſuch thing. The circulating mediums 0 
"1 ere the precious metals, and the paper that uſed ſo freely to eireu- it 
8 ate flowed from eredit, from the opinion that the publie had of the | 
ns tr: facility and certainty with which that paper could be converted into 7 
he the precious metals. In caſe of barter, the precious metals were j 
WE taken as a circulating medium in preference to any thing elfe, as | 
5 * being a material of ſubſtantial value in all countries, and upon . 
4 : which there was a general convention of mankind ; but to ſubſtitute i 
* paper as a circulating medium, required that it ſhould either be done | 
54s by convention or by force. If by convention of any. part of the 3 
2 kingdom, it till does nothing, becauſe the reſt of the world are not 1 
e parties to your convention, nor ſubject to your laws ; and if done 1 
of ſt 1 h ltics which a forced circulation of i 
they by force, you muſt incur the penalti ed circulation o ö 
* paper has brought upon every country that had adopted the expe- i 
ho dient. The uſe of paper then muſt always be ſecondary to the pre- It 
: cious meatals, muſt flow from credit, and credit muſt in its nature 
— ariſe out of the opinion that the paper was iſſued in due and diſcreet 
£5600 proportion to the fund of ſpecie. But to ſay that paper differed 
—_ from the nature of every thing elſe, and that it was valuable in pro- 
= portion as it was plentiful, and not as it was rare, and that the abun- 
dance of paper would incline people not to hoard guineas, but would 
or” induce them to carry them to the Bank, were propoſitions ſo in- 
ane. conſiſtent with ſound reaſoning, that he was aſhamed of calling up 
_— principles ſo merely elementary, and which were as clear as the 
m fimpleſt propoſitions of mathematics. ; 
ally Sir JOHN SINCLAIR cxyrefſed himſelf happy to hear what 
plcs had fallen from Sir William Pulteney, reſpecting his confidence in 
2 a plan which might bring matters to a ſettlement in a ſhort time. 
ent | He had himfelf a paper in his hand, which he meant hereafter to 
i of ſubmit to the confideration of the Houſe on this ſubject. He alluded 
ant to the public creditors mentioned by Mr. Fox, and condemned the 
the intention to force them to take notes in payment of their dividends. 
Io There were alſo other public creditors who had not been mentioned, 
> but who, he ſuppoſed, were to be put by the bill in this ſame pre- 
Tue dicament. He ſaid, he meant thcfe who held ſtock of the South-Sea 
_ Company, and the Eaſt- India Company. . 3 
ith Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, he felt a mixture of ſurprize and 
ur- hope at the ſpeeches of the two honourable Baronets. Their, aſſer- , 
i tion, that there were means ſo ſtrongly and ſpeedily efficacious, ,. 


muſt be very flattering to the Houſg and the Public; but why ſend 
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away. the plans to another Committee? Why not propoſe them to. 
night? He longed to congratulate himſelf and the Houſe on ſuch a 
notable diſcovery. Their not bringing ſomething about it for- 
ward, however, the honourable gentleman declared, excecding]y 
damped his hopes. 

He then took notice of Mr. Fox's arguments, and faid, that 
there was not worſe policy in the world than to think that by de- 
creaſing the paper, the difficulty would be decreaſed alſo. In order 
to · correct the evil, gold muſt be brought into circulation either 
from forcign countries, or private hordes : yer the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Fox) would adopt that very meaſure which he him- 
ſelf allowed would have a tendency to injure commerce, and there- 
by dry up that ſource of relief. 

Gentlemen did not conſider how much of this diſtreſs aroſe from 
the very nature of our commercial dealings. The credit we gave 
was one year, eighteen months, or two years, while we paid at fix 
months; ſo that in the progreſſive increaſe of trade it was ſome 
time before the balance flowed in. The bad effects were paſt— 
the good were yet to come. As to diſcounting, it did not in- 
creaſe the paper in circulation : for the bills diſcounted , were paid 
when due in Bank bills, which kept the quantity in circulation 
nearly the ſame. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, in anſwer to the facc- 
tious remarks of Mr. Wilberforce, that he was a plain matter-ot- 
fact man; he did not ſpeak in that Houſe, or elſewhere, without 
refleQion ; he was no enthuſiaſt, nor did he ever cant about a thing 
which he did not underſtand. He fincerclv believed that the plan, 
to which he alluded, was calculated to reſtore the credit of circula- 
tion. It was not unknown to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
He perfectly agreed with Mr. Fox. His ideas upon credit were 
eternal truths. It was impoſſible to keep up the value of paper but 
by credit founded on the knowledge or opinion that it was limited 
in its quantity, and was well proportioned to its baſis. All the 
chimeras of the Chancellor of the Exchequer would deceive himſelf, 
and deceive the country. He ridiculed the idea of the Bank being 
able to draw a ſufficient quantum of ſpecie, either from foreign 
countries, or domeſtic and internal hoardes; on the diſcuſſion of 
which ſubjeQs, he was ready to meet the right honourable gentle- 
man at any time. He alſo diflered with him as widely with re- 
ſpe to the increaſe of Bank notes as a circulating medium, and 
ſaid, that he was certain ſuch a meaſure would completely fail of 
all thoſe good and beneficial- effects, which that right honourable 
gentieman had fo vauntingly aſſerted would reſult thereby to our 
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commercial intereſts, and to the welfare and proſperity of our trade 
and manufaQures. | 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, that his propofitions were 
ſimple, and he was ready to diſcloſe them whenever the Committee 

leaſed. 
. Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, he by no means intended any 
ſcarcaſm on the worthy Baronet. 

Sir BENJAMIN HAMMET ſaid, there had been no ſatis- 
factory anſwer to the obſervation, that the Bank ought to have the 
power to pay in ſpecie whenever they thought proper. He expreſſed 
his ſentiments that the period of reſtriction ſhould be left to the dif- 
eretion of the Bank Directors. 

The Chairman was proceeding to read the other clauſes, when 

Mr. FOX ſtated his determination of propoſing a clauſe to the 
bill, which ſhould enact, „“ that, during its continuance, it ſhould 
not be lawful for the Bank to advance any ſums to Government, in 
ca ſhor otherwiſe.” But as he underſtood there would be confiderable 
oppoſition to ſuch a clauſe, he did not wiſh to introduce it, and 
bring on a long diſcuſſion at that late hour of the night. He hoped, 
however, that he would yet have an opportunity in the Committee 
of propoſing ſuch a clauſe ; and he gave notice, that in its future 
progreſs he would bring it forward. 

The hour being now late, it was ſuggeſted that it would be ad- 
viſeable to poſtpone all farther diſcuſſion upon the ſubject till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. FOX was willing to take Friday for his motion on the 
fituation of Ireland, if the Chancellor of che Exchequer thought it 
deſirable that the preſent bill ſhould paſs quickly through the Houſe, 
and that the Committee ſhould fit again to-morrow. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, it would ſuit [or ns buſineſs better 
if the Committee fat again on Friday. 

It was therefore finally ſettled that Mr. Fox's motion ſhould 
come on to-morrow. The Committee reported progreſs, and aſked 
leave to fit again on Friday; which being agreed to, the Houſe 
adjourned at eleven 9'clock. 


Thurſday, 23d March. 


The Houſe reſol ved itſelf into a Committee upon the petition. 


from the debtors confined in Lancaſter gaol. 
After the 22d clauſe of the act of George the Second had been 


read reſpecting the allowance to be granted to debtors when in 
confinement, 
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Colonel STANLEY ſtated, that the allowance of four-pence a 
day was totally inadequate to the ſupport of the debtor. He therefore 
ſuggeſted the neceſſity of inoreaſing that allowance from four-pence 
to fix-pence ; and accordingly he moved for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend the act of George the Second, ſo far as related to the 
allowances granted to debtors in priſon by their creditors. _ 

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY ſeconded the motion, which was 

agreed to. The report of the Committce was immediately received, 
and a bill ordered to be brought in. 
Sir CHARLES BUNBURY preſented a petition from up- 
wards of three hundred perſons confined in the King's Bench Pri- 
ſon, praying for an increated allowance during their centincment. 
Ordered to be laid upon the table. 

Mr. FOX (after a ſhort apolcgy to the Houſe for not coming 
down ſconcr, which had been cccaliuned by his attendance en an 
Election Committee till paſt three o'clock) introduced his promiſed 
motion reſpecting the ſtate of Ircland in a ſpeech, of which the 
following is the ſubſtance : 

The buſineſs, Sir, which I am about to bring before the Houſe, 
is one not only of great importance in its nature, but of great ur- 
gency in point of time. It is not iny with to go at length into all 
the cauſes that have produced the uncaſineſs that exiſts in Ireland, 
and which has created a ſimilar uncaſincſs here; but I do think it 
neceſſary to recur to a period ſomeu hat diſtant from the preſent, in 
order to enable the Houſe to form an accurate opinion upon the 
ſubject, and to induce them to aceede to the motion v hich it is my 
intention to ſubmit to them. Sir, in the year 1782, very great 
diſcontents exiſted in Ireland, and it appeared to me to be indiſpen- 

. ſably neceſſary, that every thing ſhould be done, on the part of the 
Government, to appeaſe and allay them. With this vicw I pro- 
poſed the recognition of the complete independence of Ireland. It 
is not now of importance to conſider whether that recognition was a 
boon or a right. It is not neceſſary for me to diſcuſs whether it 
was a right demanded by juſtice, or a boon required by policy. 
But having been the perſon who propoſed that act, I conſider my- 
ſelf bound to follow up the principle of it, which was to make Ire- 
land a free and independent country ; and, above all, to adopt ſuch 
meaſures as are calculated to admit her to the- enjoyment of all the 
advantages of that independence, and to reſtore that cordial affec- 
tion between the two countries, ſo eminently requiſite to the preſer- 
vation and proſperity of both. To thoſe who conſider the recog- 
nition as a right, and ftill more to thoſe who view it as a boon, it 
may ſeem not a little extraordinary, after a conduct fo juſt and liberal 
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on the part of this country, that, from the period of 178 2, there 
have been growing ſcenes of diſſatisfaction, and diſcontent in that 
country, and that at this moment Ireland is in a condition at 


' which no man can look without the deepeſt alarm. In my opinion, 


therefore, the Parliament of Great Britain is naturally called, upon 
to inquire, how it has happened that thoſe conceſiions have not 
produced all the ſalutary conſequences that might have been ex- 
peed from them; and it is on that account that I think it the 
duty of this Houſe, and my own duty in particular, to direct the 
attention of the Britiſh Legiſlature to the preſent ſtate of the ſiſter 
kingdom. Sir, without entering into particulars, no man will 
deny that the ſituation of Ireland, at the preſent moment, is one of 
great peril and danger; it appears by late accounts that we are 
commencing a ſyſtem of rigour, occaſioned by what ſome conſider 
as diſcontents, and others the diſaffection that at preſent ſubſiſts 
among the people—to that ſituation it becomes us to advert, and 
by wiſe counſels to obviate the impending evils, and to provide ſuch 
remedies as the circumſtances of the caſe may require. In ſuch an 
important ſituation, we ought to approach the Throne with that 
advice which may be calculated to avert the dangers which 
threaten, and to remedy the diſtractions which prevail. It is ſuf- 
ficient for this purpoſe to ſhew that Ireland is in a ſtate of diſturb- 
ance and diſcontent, and it is material to inquire how this ſituation 
of things has been occaſioned. Although a variety of circumſtances 
have combined to produce this ſtate, there are two or three leading 
points to which I propoſe chiefly to direct the attention of the Houſe, 
and into which they ought ſeriouſly to inquire. Theſe are, how 
far, in conſequence of the conceſſions which have been made to 
Ireland, ſhe has, in fa& and in ſubſtance, enjoyed the advantages 
of an independent Legiſlature ; and whether, in that form of a free 
Conſtitution which they obtained, the people poſſeſs that political 
weight to which they arc entitled ; and whether their juſt voice and 
influence have been promoted by the alteration which was effected? 
Other points there may be, perhaps, nearly as important ; but theſe 
certainly are objects of moſt eſſential conſideration. In viewing the 
inhabitants of Ireland, we find that a very great proportion, aboyt 
five- ſixths, as it has generally been calculated, are Roman Catholics, 
It is true that conſiderable conceſſions have been made in their fa- 


. vour, and ſeveral of the grievances under which they laboured have 


apparently been removed. The queſtion, however, is, whether, in 

point of fact, theſe conceſſions have tended to remove diſſatisfaction, 

and to conciliate attachment? If upon inquiry it ſhall appear that 

the mode in which theſe conceſſions were made, and the acts of the 
P 2 
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executive power with which they were accompanied, have produced 
the ſevereſt perſecutions of a political nature, thoſe who do not 
miſtake paper regulations and theoretical privileges for practical go- 
vernment, will de convinced that, in fact and in ſubſtance, the 
grounds of diſcontent of the Roman Catholics have not been re- 
dreſfed, and that, in point of right and real poſſeſſion, they have 
been kept in a ſituation worſe than that in which they previouſly 
ftood. Theſe are the principal points which the inquiry muſt em- 
brace ; but there are others unconneRed with the ſtate of the Ca- 
| tholics. The inhabitants of the Northern part of Ireland are by 
ſome conſidered in a leſs favourable light, and their grounds of com- 
plaint are heard with a leſs favourable ear. The diſcontents of no 
claſs of men whatever ought to be viewed with that repugnance 
which precludes an impartial examinaticn ; and I cannot much ad- 
mire the wiſdom of thoſe by whom ſuch prejudices are adopted as 
rules of conduct. The diſcontents of the inhabitants of the 
Northern parts of Ireland ariſe from two cauſes : one of them is 
the temporary preſſure of a war, in which they were involved with- 
: out - intereſt in the conteſt, and the diftrefſes which the calamities 
with which it has been attended have entailed upon their trade and 
commerce ; the other has been the abuſes which they conceived to 
exiſt in the Conſtitution by which they are governed. The Confti- 
tution of Ireland, they complain, does not reſemble that of Great 
Britain; they have not a Legiſlature by which the people are even 
virtually repreſented ; and as to political liberty, they enjoy as ſmall 
a portion of it as thoſe who live under Monarchies, in which the 
principles of freedom have never been introduced. As to the firſt 
Point, the efficacy of the recognition in 178 2, an opinion prevails 
in Ireland, that whatever may have been the intention with which 
that meaſure was adopted, it has not, in fact or in ſubſtance, pro- 
duced a free and independent Legiſlature, but that the advantages 
which the form of a free Conſtitution ſeemed to promiſe, have. been 
counteracted by the influence of the Executive Government and of 
the Britiſh Cabinet. It would be fortunate if this were merely the 
language of diſcontent; it would be fortunate if this were an opinion 
not ſupported by that unequivocal confirmation it has derived from 
the meaſures of Government; it would be fortunate if the ſyſtem 
which has been uniformly acted upon, did not give to the complaint 
fo much countenance and validity. Without going into particular 
details, it is impoſſible not to mention a few of the moſt ſtriking 
events which eftabliſh its truth. At the time of the unfortunate 
events of His Majeſty's indifpoſition, the Legiſlature of Ireland took 
a very decided part; the Parliament of Ireland did cenſure the 
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Lord Lieutenant for the conduQ he had purſued,” and expreſſed a 
decided opinion on the ſtate of public affairs at that period. Imme- 
diately after this, however, and during the adminiftration of the 
ſame Lord Lieutenant, a great acceſſion of influence was gained by 
the Crown, and the Parliament was prevailed upon to unſay all 
they had faid, and to retract every opinion they had given. Theſe 
are matters ſo notorious, that they muſt be ſeen through by all who 
exerciſe their faculties, and the concluſion which they preſs, muſt be 
felt by all but thoſe who will not open their eyes to diſcern the ſub- 
ſtance through the form. It is even matter of notoriety too, that a 
regular ſyſtem was then deviſed for enſlaving Ireland. A perſon of 
high conſideration was known to ſay, that 500, oool. had been ex- 
pended to quell an oppoſition in Ircland, and that as much more 
muſt be expended to bring the Legiſlature of that country to a proper 
temper This ſyſtematic plan of corruption upon principle, was 
followed up by a ſuitable ſyſtem of meaſures. It was afferted, and 
offered to be proved in the Iriſh Parliament, by men of the firſt 
character and the higheſt talents, and when I mention the name of 
Mr. Grattan, I need add nothing 'more, that it had been the ſyſtem 
of Government by the ſale of Peerages, to raiſe a purſe to purchaſe 
the repreſentation, or rather the miſrepreſentation of the people of 
Ireland. The charge was brought by men of as great abilities, of 
as unimpeached honour, of as high public character and private 


virtue, as ever appeared either in that country or in this, by men 


too, who feel as fincere an attachment to Great Britain, who cheriſh 
the connection which ſubſiſts between the two kingdoms, and who 
would be as much alarmed as any men whatever, at any circum- 
ſtances which might threaten to involve a ſeparation. It was 
offered to be proved, that one half, or even a majority of the Houſe 
of Commons, were creatures of the Crown. The manner in which 


theſe events were conſidered at that time in Ireland was this: 


„Nou have granted us,” ſaid the people, “ an independent Legiſ- 
lature, independent certainly of your Parliament, but dependent 
upon your Executive Government.” The conceſſion, therefore, 
they viewed not as a bleſſing, but as a mockery and an inſult. 
Another proof of this ſubſtantial dependence upon the Executive 
Government, was evinced in the manner in which the demands of 
the Catholics had at different times been treated. Their firſt pe- 
tition merely prayed for a remedy to ſome of the moſt oppreſſive 
grievances under which they laboured, and in the humbleſt ſtile ſo- 
licited indulgence and conceſſion. An immenſe majority of the 
Houſe of Commons were not content with refuſing the defire of the 


petition, but they reſolved to fix upon it a mark of particular inſult, 
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by voting its rejection. In this haughty and inſulting vote every 
Member under the influence of Government concurred. The very 
next ſeſſion, however, when the war was begun, and when a more 
coneiliatory conduct was deemed prudent, a petition, comprehend. 
ing claims much more extenſive, obtained a reception very different 
from their former modeſt pretenſions. The Crown recommended 
the claim, and the ſame Miniſters who had cauſed it to be-indignantly 
rejected, now carried the vote by which pretenſions far more im- 
portant were ſanctioned. Of this oppoſite conduct which the Ex- 
ecutive Government thus diſplayed, I moſt certainly approve the 
latter part; but it is not as deſerving approbation that I now inſiſt 
-upon it, but I mention it to ſhew that it is not the reprefentation of 
a factious declaimer, that it is not mere cant and nonſenſe, to aſſert 
that the independence of the Iriſh Legiſlature is a delution,” and that 
their freedom vaniſhes before the breath of the Miniſter. How, 
in fact, can the people of Ireland entertain a different opinion, when 
they ſee the indecent manner in which Government have exhibited 
the Parliament as their creatures? When Earl Fitzwilliam went 
to Ireland in the capacity of Lord Lieutenant, it was underſtood 
that he left London with the approbation of Miniſters, in favour of 
the complete emancipaticn of the Catholics ; and though no ſuch 
vote ever paſfed the Legiſlature, no doubt was entertained that the 
meaſure was to take effect, and that it would have experienced the 
moſt complete ſupport from Parliament. However I differ with 
my noble friend upon his ſyſtem of politics, it cannot be denied that 
he was the moſt popular Lord Lieutenant with all ranks of -men, 
that had ever been ſent to govern Ireland ; but after the hopes 
which had been raiſed, after the known preparation of Parliament 
to vote complete emancipation to the Catholics, he is ſuddenly dit- 
miſſed, the whole ſyſtem is reverſed, and the queſtion which a few 
weeks before would have been carried with unanimity, is rejected 
by a vaſt majority. What was this but the moſt inſulting diſplay 
of the dependence of the Iriſh Legiſlature? Was jt not a proof be- 
yond a thouſand demonſtrations, that the mcaſure of 178 2 had been 
rendered completely inefficacious, that, in fact, Ireland had gained 
nothing, that they were placed in a ſtate of degradation beyond any 
former period? The effects of this perſevering and avowed ſyſtem 
of duplicity might, indeed, be different, according to the character 
and ſituation of thoſe on whom it operated. The lower elaſſes of 
the Roman Catholics, unfortunately not more enlightened, not better 
informed, nor, perhaps, ſo well as the peaſantry in other countries, 
might be unable to ſpeculate upon political circumſtances, and to 
reaſon upon events, might yet feel its effects. The inhabitants of 
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the Northern parts, as well informed, as intelligent, as enlightened 
as the middling claſſes in Great Britain, or any other country, would 
view the ſyſtem with a more diſcriminating glance ; they would be 
able to combine the diſpoſition which they ſaw manifeſted with the 
conſtitutional grievances under which they laboured, and it would 
at once heighten their ſenſe of abuſes, and their deſire of reform; 
but even the conceſſions which were extended to the Catholics, were 
. conduaed upon a plan which ſeemed ſtudiouſly intended by Go- 
vernment to damp the joy of their ſucceſs. Before I proceed, I 

muſt here beg leave pointedly to expreſs my abhorrence of the 
maxim divide et imperu, and efpecially that by ſuch a truly diabo- 
lical maxim the Government of Ireland ſhould be regulated ; on 
the contrary, I am convinced, that in order to render Ireland happy. 
in itſelf, and uſeful in its connection with this country, every idea 
of ruling by diviſion ought to be relinquiſhed, and that the object 
of Government ſhould be to effect a complete union of all ranks of 
men. Diſapproving, as I do moſt heartily, the maxim I have 
mentioned, I cannot help being ſurprized that a Government ſo 
little diſpoſed to act upon the principles of juſtice, or of liberty, 
had acted as if it had been their aim to undo every part. So little 
was it the object to inſpire the Catholics with gratitude for what 
had been conceded, that opinions were given without concealment, 
which left little room for exultation in what had been obtained. Ir 
was uſual for men of conſideration in Ireland, to talk as if what 
had been done was an act of neceſſity, which, on a fit occaſion, 
would be recalled ; hoſtile ſuſpicions were infinuated, not merely 
againſt the lower orders of Catholics, whom it ſeemed to be the 
policy of Government, weakly and wickedly to divide from the 
higher rank, but againſt men of the firſt reſpectability, of con- 
fiderable property and unimpeached character, and undoubted loy- 
alty ; numbers were taken up under charges of high treaſon ; and 
when acquitted, it appeared that no ground of ſuſpicion could ever 
have been entertained againſt them. What could be the object of 
ſuch proceedings but to convince the Catholics that the conceſſions 
in their favour were extorted, that the hoſtile mind ſtill exiſted, and 
that they were ſtill marked out as the victims of the moſt cruel pro- 
ſcriptions and oppreſſion ? Private ani moſities, too, aroſe, and pro- 
duced thoſe different claſſes of diſturbers of the public peace about 
which ſo much has been ſaid. The remedies applied tended to 
foment the evil. The authority of the laws was ſuperſeded. Thoſe 
againſt whom convictions, it was thought, could be procured, were 
taken up; and thoſe whom it would have been impoſſible to eonvict, 

were tranſported in great numbers, without the ceremony of à trial 
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or the form of conviction. To enable the Government to purſue 
theſe violent meaſures, the Inſurrection Act was paſſed. Thoſe who 
delight in violent meaſures; and there are many in theſe times who 
even avow them as their favourite policy; were raviſhed to think 
how eaſily quiet was reſtored by this remedy, and rejoiced in the 
effect of their application. But the lapſe of a very ſhort time has 
ſhewed them the conſequence of their conduct, and the miſerable 


- fallacy of their reaſonings. Let them now look to the operation 


of violent meaſures, and reap the harveſt of the ſeeds which then 
were ſown. Other laws nearly as objectionable as the Inſurrection 
Law were alſo adopted ; and to one of theſe I muſt particularly call 
the attention of the Houſe, in order to ſhew the inefficacy of violent 
remedies to ſupport a ſyſtem againſt the will of the people. It was 
thought a point of the firſt neceſſity to prevent the people who were 
the objects of jealouſy from procuring arms. Confidering the 
ſtrength which the Government of Ireland poſſeſſed, it might have 
been ſuppoſed that none could have obtained arms but thoſe who 
were armed by the licence or command of the Executive Power. 
Such, however, has been conſidered the extent of the danger, that a 
rigour beyond any former meaſure has been employed in diſarming 
the people. From one violent meaſure to another, the exerciſe of 
one inordinate authority has produced the demand for increaſed 
powers, while every remedy that has been applied has ſerved only 
to augment the danger. Thus every one of their ſchemes has di- 
rectly led to the very effect againſt which they wiſhed to guard, and 
ſuch is conſidered to be the danger of the people having arms in 
their power, that, to difarm them, is again thought an _ of the 
firſt neceſſity, to be accompliſhed by any means. 

T know there are perſons in the country who PR that the 
prejudices of the Roman Catholics and the Diſſenters will prevent 
them from forrning an union; but how is this effect likely to be 
prevented, when you are declaring every day ſo many diſtricts out 
of the King's peace, and in a ſtate of diſturbance ; and inſtead of 
conciliating the minds of the Catholics, are telling them that they 
have nothing more to expect. And now, Sir, a few words upon 
the grievances of the Catholics and the Diffenters: I know an 
opinion has gone forth, that the Catholics have now no ſubſtantial 

es to complain of; that the Preſbyterians have till leſs. 
It is faid that the Catholics have had ceded to them all the privi- 
Teges of the moſt importance ; that they can vote for Members of 
Parliament, and that they are not diſtinguiſhed from the Proteſtants 
but by being excluded from the high offices of State, and from be- 


ng Members of Parliament. I this were all, I ſhould * 
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that they have a right to all the privileges poſſeſſed by the Proteſ- 
tants. Upon what principle ought they to be excluded ? On what 
grounds of juſtice ? Sir, upon no grounds of juſtice: the only reaſon 
therefore, muſt be a reaſon of policy, which is a ſufficient proof of 
a hoſtile mind againſt them; but let us conſider it in other points of 
view. Is it nothing to dare no ſhare in the Government, and to 
be excluded from the higher offices of the State? But it is invidj- 
ouſly objected by the Government, that to the Catholics it is not 
civil liberty which they wiſh, but it is power and emolument which 
they purſue. To this I would anſwer for the Catholics, yes; nor 
is it any diſcredit that they ſhould be actuated by ſuch defire. I 
would ſay, that civil liberty can have no ſecurity without political 
power. To aſk civil liberty without political power, would be to 
act like weak men, and to aſk the poſſeſſion of a right for the en- 
joyment of which they could have no ſecurity. I know that diſ- 
tinctions have been made between civil and political liberty, and 
I admit, that it is poſſible for whole claſſes, whole caſts and de- 
ſcriptions of men to enjoy the one without poſſeſſing the other. 
Still, however, I aſſert, that it can be only by ſufference. I ad- 
mit, that civil liberty is of a higher kind; but this I contend, that 
political power is the only ſecurity for the enjoyment of the other. 
The Catholics may juſtly ſay, therefore, that it is not this or that 
conceſſion that will ſatisfy us, but give us that which alone can give 
us ſecurity for its continuance. It is objected alſo that the Catho- 
lies are not merely ambitious of power, but actuated by views of 
private emolument. But if this were true, is it improper that the 
Catholics, contributing ſo largely to the ſupport of Government, 
ſhould be defirous to ſhare the emolument which it beſtows, as a 
compenſation for what they ſacrifice? The compenſation indeed is 
trifling ; but ſtill, ſhould they in point of right be excluded from 
their proportion ? Yet, bow ſtrongly will their claim be felt, when 
ſt is conſidered who are the diſputants ? Are the Catholics to be 
told by a few monopoliſing politicians, who engroſs all places, all 
reverſions, all emoluments, all patronages, © Oh! you baſe Cathg- 
lies, you think of nothing but your private emolument. You per- 
verſe generation, who have already been permitted to vote for Mem- 
bers of Parliament, are you ſo baſe as to urge the diſgraceful dema 
of a ſhare in perſonal emoluments ?” The Catholics are men, a 
are to be governed. The expence of maintaining all govern 
_ be conſiderable, and that of Ireland is certainly not a model 

omy. Of the emoluments ariſing out of the eſtabliſhments of © 
Coe ent, the Catholics have a juſt right to participate ; and fag 


a"ſmat{ Id intereſted minority to imagine that they can monepo- 
Vor. II. 
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8 
lize all theſe advantages to themſelves, is a pretenſion which will 


not be admitted; mankind are not to be treated in this manner, and 
it is not now- 4 N that ſuch claims will paſs current in the world. 
Mhe loyalty and aQivity of the Catholics upon the late attempted 
invaſion, is now the theme of the higheſt penegyric ; but it is empty 
unavailing praiſe; Laudatur et alget is the fituation of the Catholic 
loyalty. The qualities which are ſo much extolled, ought ti be re- 
warded by conferring upon their poſſeſſors thoſe juſt claims which 
are yet denied them, the total abolition of all diſtindtion; to rc- 
move every mark by which religious differences could be known, 
is a condition which the minority, one ſhould think, would be glad 
to accept with a joy bordering on gratitude. I know that the mcan- 
ing of the word Proteſtant, is much limited in its fignitication by 
ſome, and that the Preſbyterian diſſenters do not reecive even the 
name of Proteſtants ; till, however, I am dcfirous to retain the 
word, as I do not exactly coincide with the zealgys diſtinction of 
thoſe to whom I allude. What have the ProcelÞe Diſſenters to 
complain of? It is ſaid, they may ſerve in Parliament; and as the 
Teſt AR, which here has been held fo neceſſary to the ſecurity of 
the Church and the defence of the Monarchy, is no longer thought 
requiſite, they may hold offices without any obſtacle or difficulty. 
Before I proceed to confider the ſituation of. the Proteſtants, there 
Is one point relative to the Catholics which I ought to explain; it 
has been ſaid that the Catholics are intitled to vote for Members of 
Parliament, and the fallacy of this boaſted privilege ought to be 
expoſed ; except in the counties, the repreſentation of Ireland was 
in what is here known by the name of cloſe Corporations. The 
animoſitics which formerly ſubſiſted are anxiouſly kept up by the 
Executive Government, and they favour the determination to ex- 
clude the Catholics from the Corporations, ſo that their privilege is 
thus almoſt entirely evaded. They thus confer in theory a power, 
which they are careful to defeat in practice. "Thoſe who eſteem 
this'privilege, then, muſt be very fond of theories upon paper, and 
very unconcerned about their practical effect; yet however good 
theoriſts they may be upon ſuch principles, they are not likely to act 
in ſuch a manner as to afford much ſatisfaction, or produce much 
benefit to mankind. The Preſby terians conſider their grievances 
to conſiſt in the abuſes of the government, which they have not 
means to remedy. They wiſh for the ſubſtantial bleſſings of the 
Engliſh Conſtitution ; they wiſh for the political principles on 
which that Conſtitution is founded. Whoever imagines that a 
practical reſemblance exiſted between the government of Ireland and 
the Engliſh Conſtitution, would find that the Iriſh Government is 
b c * I 
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a mirror in which the · abuſes of this Conſtitution are ſtrongly re- 
ffected. I will not ſpeak of the abuſes of which we hayg been uſed 
to complain, but if I were deſirous to reconcile any one to'the abuſes 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution, it would be by a compariſon with thoſe 
of Ireland. Whatever may have been thought of the plans of 
Parliamentary Reform which have been agitated here, till it was 
always admitted that the Houſe of Commons ſhould be at leaſt a 
virtual repreſentation of the people. It certainly was ſtating the 
point of virtual repreſentation very high, when it was aſſerted in this 
Houſe, that though all the repreſentatives of England were choſen 
by the county of Middleſex, it would be no reaſon for reform ſo long 
as ſuch a Parliament diſcharged its duty as a Parliament. But are 
the people of Ireland unreaſonable when they complain that they 
have not the advantage even of virtual repreſentation—when they 
complain that the jobbing ſyſtem of influence and patronage for 
purpoſes of perſonal advantage, is an abuſe that totally deſtroys the 
ſpirit of their form of Government, and a practical nuiſance which 
cannot be endured ? To ſuppoſe that a large, induſtrious, aQive 
and intelligent body of men can be governed againſt the principles 
they have imbibed, and the prejudices by which they are guided, i is 
an idea which hiſtory and human nature prove to be abſurd. Whar 
is the ſituation of affairs with reſpect to Ireland? You have raiſed 
of enormous burdens, both in England and in Ireland. You have 
H produced great difcontents, and your are reduced to ſuch a point 
that you muſt take a decided part. In fact, we now are preciſely. 
at the point in which we ſtood in 1774 with America, and the 
queſtion is, whether we are to attempt to retain Ireland by force, 
inſtead of endcavouring to gain by conceſſions, and to conciliate by 
conferring the full and ſubſtantial bleſſings of a free Conſtitution? 
The circumſtances in ſome reſpects are different, and it may be 
diſcovered that the diſtance of America, and its population extended - 
over an immenſe tract of country, were difadvantages peculiar to 
that conteſt. I remember, however, that the extent of the territory 
of America was ſtated as an adyantage, as it would prevent ſudden 
collections of people. So favourable were circumſtances conceived 
to be, that an officer boaſted that with a ſingle company of grenadiers, 
or a ſingle regiment, I do not remember which, he would march 
from one end of America to the other; and though he had been able 
to realize his boaſt, I know not what mighty adyantage it could have 
produced. I well remember that at that period to which I allude, 
the expreſſion of the American war, which I was the firſt in the 
Houſe to uſe, was treated with the utmoſt ridicule, and to call 
ſome riots at Boſton «4 the appellation of a war, was conſidered as a 
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great abſurdity. Some may treat the idea of a war with Ireland 


with the ſume contempt and ridicule, and J fincerely hope that ex- 
perience will not decide ſo triumphantly in my favour as on the for- 
ner occaſion. Whenever I ſee a Government deſirous to decide 
by force againſt the will of the majority, in theſe circumſtances 1 
ſee the danger of civil war. There is this difference now in our 
ſituation, that the tate of our finances may deter us from encoun- 
tering ſuch hazardous enterprizes. In the other caſe we were 
wealthy and proſperous. Stultittam partiuntur opes might then be 
ſaid of our ſituation ; but now the critical ſtate of our 8 and 
the embarraſſed condition of our finances, forbade that prodigality 
of reſource, and ſimilar dangers of experiment. In circumſtances 
like the preſent; I believe no man who was in His Majeſty's Coun- 
cils at the beginning of the American war, would have been mad 
enough to have embarked in the conteſt. I hope and truſt that 
the diſcontents which threaten the ſeparation of Ireland, will be diſ- 
fipated without the neceſſity of a war. But now the extremity of 
rigour has been tried, the ſeverity of deſpotiſm has been let looſe, 
and the Government is driven to that ſtate when the laws are not 
to be put in execution, but to be ſuperſeded. Ireland is preciſely 
in that ſtate which a perſon well acquainted with the ſubject defined 
to be diſpotiſm, Where the executive power is every thing, and 
the rights of the people nothing.” At the beginning of the Ameri- 
can conteſt, the province of Maſſachuſets bay was difarmed ; but I 
do not think that if this province had been left armed, the ſepara- 
tion of the American Colonies would have beeri accelerated. The 
people of Ireland are now in that ſtate when, if they ſhould chuſe to 
r#fiſt, a conteſt muſt enſue, the iſſue of which muſt be doubtful. In 
the commencement of the American war I had myde ſuch an obſer- 
vation of the diſpoſition of the regular Governments of Europe, 
that I was convinced that France would aid America. In the pre- 
ſent there can be no room for doubt that the French would make it 
a chief point of their policy to give aſſiſtance to the inſurgents. But 
ſuppoſe you were to ſucceed in difarming the whole of the North of 
Ireland, you muſt keep them in ſubjection by force. If you do 
not allay their diſcontents, there is no way but force to keep them in 
obedience. Can you convince them by the muſquet that their prin- 
ciples are falſe ? Can you prove to them by the bayonet that their 
pretenſions are unjuſt? Can you demonſtrate to them by martial 
law that they enjoy the bleſſings of a free Conſtitution? No; It 
is ſaid, but they — be deterred from the proſecution of the objects 
which you have determined to refuſe. | But on what hiſtory is this 
founded ? On the nter of Inland del Nog for the hiſtory 
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of Ireland proves that, though repeatedly ſubdued, it could not be 
kept in awe by force; and the late examples will prove the effect 
which ſeverity may is expected to produce. The charaRer of the 
people who inhabit the North of Ireland has been ſeyerely ſtigma- 
tired. For my own part it is not my habit to admita fixed diſlike 
againſt any bodies of men, nor do I ſee any thing in theſe to juſtify 
#ſuch diflike. But it is ſaid theſe men are of the old leaven. They 
are indeed of the old leayen, that reſcued the country from the ty- 
ranny of Charles the Firſt, and James the Second; they are of that 
leaven which aſſerted and defended the principles of liberty; they 
are of that leaven which fermented, when kneaded together, the free- 
dom of the Britiſh Conſtitution. If theſe principles were carried 
to exceſs, it is an exceſs to which I am more partial than to the 
oppoſite extreme. The oppoſition they have ſuffered is ſome apo- 
logy. I am told, that the mode now adopted is this—to declare a 
country out of the King's peace, it is neceſſary that there ſhould be 
a certificate from the Magiſtrates ; many of the Magiſtrates are not 
natives of Ireland, or reſident there, but Engliſhmen and officers of 
the Fencible Corps. Are the people to be told that theſe Magiſ- 
trates are acting only in a civil capacity? But have they not been 
provoked to violence? Several of the principal people of Belfaſt 
were taken up. The law. is in that ſtate, that men may be kept 
in priſon without trial: is that any inference of their guilt? I 
have ſeen the wanton proſecutions of Government in this country 
which Juries happily checked. I have ſeen too much of theſe pro- 
ſecutions to make me draw an inference of guilt from the cireum- 
ſtance of a man's being taken up. I have heard in Ireland of men 
being ignominioufly arreſted and carried to Dublin, who, in their 
trials were found to be perfectly innocent, and ought not to have been 
ſuſpected. The people of the North, attached to theſe men, were 
determined that they ſhould not ſuffer in their property. The peo- 
ple worked for nothing; they reaped their harveſts, on purpoſe to 
ſhew either their good will to, the parties, or their deteſtation poſſi- 
bly of the conduct of Government. This, however, was conſtrued 
to be a heinous offence ; the people were diſperſed by the military 
and when ſome were killed, the attending the bodies to the grave 
was deemed criminal, and the perſons aſſiſting were diſperſed, as if 
they were doing an act againſt the State. That theſe things will 
goad who can doubt? ls it not poſſible that they who prefer Mo- 
narchy may find the exerciſe of it to be ſo bad, as al moſt to- doubt 
the excellence of monarehical Government? But ſhoald the peo- 
ple even be totally ſubdued, can you do otherwiſe than keep up a 


large military. force? But ſuppoſe the people ſubmit I put the 
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eaſe in that way—can you truſt to ſuch a ſituation? Will their 
ſubmiſſion to laws which they deteſt, laſt longer than your power 
laſts, and their impotency? Will you continue to keep up your force? 
During the war, I believe, you will: but can Ireland afford to 
maintain it during peace? Is it the way to perſuade the Catholics 
to aſſiſt you, to refuſe to accord to their demands? I have heard 
that a direct application has been made, not from the Catholic pea- 
fantry, but from the Catholic nobility, a ſtrong and urgent applica- 
tion to the Government to grant the remainder of their demands, 
J have been told, what certainly it was unneceſſary to tell me, that 
theſe applications have been unſucceſsful. Refuſe all theſe demands 
— determine to govern Ireland by military force—riſk a civil war 
—- which of theſe evils is the worſt I know not. But it may be 
faid, what is to be done? My general principle is to reſtore peace 
on principles of peace, and to make conceſſions on principle of con- 
cefſion. I wiſh Members to read that celebrated ſpeech of Mr. 
Burke's on the ſubje& of ſuch conceffions; let them read that beau- 
tiful diſplay of eloquence, and at the fame time ſound reaſoning, and 
they will find in that ſpeech all thoſe principles which it is my wiſh 
to have adopted. Liberty, (ſays Mr Burke, in a paſſage of ſome 
other part of his work,) for any practical purpoſe, is that which the 
people think ſo; you muſt give them that Government which they 
wiſh ; you muſt give them the Britiſh Conſtitution in its ſubſtance 
and fpirit.” Apply this to Ireland ; make it ſuch a Government 
as the people ſhall conceive to be a free one. But, it is ſaid, it is 
not poſſible to fatisfy all perſons. It may be ſo; but is there one 
conceſſion that could be made to the Catholics which the people in 
the North of Ireland could object to? Is there one grievance which 
could be remedied in the North, to which the Catholics would 
object? They have no inconſiſtent pretenſions, no claſhing in- 
tereſts. The conceſhons to be made to the different parties are 
not inconſiſtent; the one party will not repine at the ſatisfaction 
which the other obtains. Who then would be diſſatisfied by ſuch 
conceſſions ? Not the ariſtoeraey, for I will not call it by ſo reſpec- 
table a name; and is that miſerable monopolizing minority to be 
put in the balance with the preſervation of the empire and the hap- 
pineſs of 'a whole people? The Iriſh wiſh to have a Reform, 
upon an extended ſeale; they deſire an extenſion of popular rights; 
but may there not be a conciliation and compromiſe ? In that de- 
claration of the people of Belfaſt, I ſee that they do moſt diſtin&tly 
fate, that they conceive all the benefits of. freedom may be enjoyed 


under a Government of King, Lords, and Commons. What, then, 


is it that the people wiſh for? They wiſh for a different Conſti- 
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tution in the Houſe of Commons. I think they are right. They 
defire a diminution of patronage, and they may go the extraordi- 
nary length of ſaying, that it is not right to have a church in all its 
ſplendor, which is applicable only to a ſmall part of the inhabitants, 
But do not theſe things admit of moderate diſcuſſion and ſatisfactory 
compromiſe? What they aſk is a Conſtitution ſuch as Great Bri- 
tain has according to ſome, and ſuch as ſhe ought to have, accord- 
ing to others—a Government which ſhall virtually expreſs the will 
of the people 3 and if in treating with them you ſhould fail, you 


will then have to reſort to violent meaſures—you will then have to 


divide the people, as Mr. Burke ſaid—not to divide the people of 
Maſſachuſſets from the people of Virginia—not to divide Boſton 

rom Carolina—not, I ſay, to divide Ulſter from Connaught, and 
Leinſter from Munſter, but you will divide the people who wiſh for 
the Conſtitution from thoſe who wiſh to deſtroy it. Theſe are the 
diviſions which I with for. But conciliation, it may be faid, will 


not do —if it will not, then only may we have recourſe to arms. Is 


there a worſe period for the country in point of credit and reſo 

I know not ; but ſure I am, that we cannot do worſe, than at the 
end of one war, adopt meaſures to bring on another I would there- 
fore concede z and if I found I had not conceded enough, I would 
concede more. I know of no way of governing mankind but by 
conciliating them, and according to the forcible way which the Iriſh 
have of expreſſing their meaning, I know of no mode of govern- 
ing the people, but by letting them have their own way.” - And 
what ſhall we loſe by it ? If Ireland is governed by conceding to all 
her ways and wiſhes, will ſhe be leſs uſeful to Great Britain? What 
is ſhe now? Little more than a diverſion for the enemy. If you 
keep Ireland by force now, what muſt you do in all future wars? 
You muſt in the firſt place ſecure her from inſurrection. I will 
therefore adopt the Iriſh expreſſion, and ſay, that you can only go- 
vern Ireland by letting her have her own way. The conſequences 
of a war with Ireland are dreadful to contemplate ; public horrors 


would be ſo increaſed by the laceration of private feelings, as to ſpread. 


univerſal miſery through both countries; the connection is ſo inter- 
woven between the individuals of the two countries; that no rup- 
ture can happen without wounding the moſt tender friendſhips and 
the moſt ſacred ties. Rigour has already been attempted; let conceſ- 
ſion and conciliation then be tried before the laſt appeal is hazarded. 

My wiſh is, that the. whole people of Ireland ſhould haye the fame 


principles, the ſame ſyſtem, the ſame operation of Government, and 


though it may be a ſubordinate conſideration, that all, clafles ſhould 
have an = chance of emolument ; in other words, I would have 
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the whole Iriſh Government regulated by Iriſh notions, and Trifh 
prejudices, and I firmly believe, according to another Triſh expreſ- 
fion, the more ſhe is under the Iriſh Government the more will 


ſhe be bound to Engliſh intereſts. One word or two on the ſub- 
je of Lord Fitzwilliam's adminiſtration : he went to Ireland, and 


after a ſhort reſidence; was recalled ; I wiſh to aſł thoſe who know 


that country beft, whether the day of his departure was not a day of 
the greateſt ſorrow ? That his Lordſhip has many qualities to ren- 
der him popular, I know; but his popularity in Ireland was de- 
rived from this circumftarice, that he went upon the principle of 
conceſſion. What happened after his departure? Thoſe who look 
only ſuperficially at events boaſted that the effects which had been 
predicted in conſequence of his Lordſhip's recall, did not happen. 
The Catholic petition was rejected. I ſaid that theſe appearances 
were deceitful, that the effects might not be immediate, but would 
be certain. See what has happened, and ſay, whether you cannot 
conceive that great part of the preſent diſtracted ſtate of the country 
has been produced by the hopes of the people having been diſap- 
pointed, and by the cup of enjoyment having been daſhed from their 
lips. You may be now in a fituation ſome what ſimilar. The mea- 
fures you have adopted may produce apparent quiet, but I warn you 
againſt premature exultation. That the preſent ſtate of Ireland can 
afford no ſatisfaction, all muſt admit - that there is fo great a part of 
the King's ſubjects as the county of Down contains, out of the 
King's peace and the pale of the Conſtitution, is a circumſtance 
which we muſt all lament; and ſhould it lead to civil diffention, 
no man, I am ſure, but will feel the horrible fituation in which in- 
dividuals would be involved, and calamities that would be entailed 
upon the public. Sir, I fay, therefore, try conciliation, but do not 
have recourſe to force of arms, which, if once attempted to a con- 
fiderable degree, cannot be remedied or recalled. In caſe of a civil 
diffention, whom can you rely upon? not upon that ſmall part of 
monopoliſts, many of whom could not bring ſo many men into the 
field, as they bring Members into Parliament. I ſcarce can conceive 
that any objeQion can'be urged againft the preſent motion in point of 
form. The interefts of this country and of Ireland are the ſame ; 
its affairs are conducted by Miniſters and the Britiſh Cabinet, and 
it is the privilege of this Houſe to advife His Majefty. If I were to 
} the meaſure by precedent, I might quote the cafe of an im- 
ment of the Earl of Lauderdale by the Engliſh Parliament, be- 

the Pnion, for the conduct of the Government of Scotland. 


eee freak of Gets when the conſequence of the dif- 
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contents in Ireland may be a conteſt to be ſupported by Engliſh men 
and Engliſh money? I ſhall therefore move, 

« That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, that 
« His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to take into his royal con- 
e fideration the diſturbed ſtate of his kingdom of Ireland, and to 
« adopt ſuch healing and lenient meaſures as may appear to His 
« Majefty's wiſdom beſt calculated to reſtore tranquillity, and to 
« conciliate the affections of all deſcriptions of His Majeſty's 
ſubjects in that kingdom to His Majeſty's perſon and Go- 
„ vernment.' 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT.—Mr. Speaker, I riſe in order to 
ſecond the motion brought forward by the right honourable gen- 
tleman below me. Whoever has the ſlighteſt information concern- 
ing the ſituation of Ireland, muſt concur as to the propriety of that 
motion; but, without having been an eye-witneſs to the effects pro- 
duced by the meaſures of the Miniſter in that country, it is impoſſi- 
ble to have an adequate idea of the magnitude of the evils ariſing 
from them. Whoever has ſeen Ireland, has ſeen a country where 
the fields are deſolated, and the priſons overflowing with the victims 
of oppreſſion—has ſeen the ſhocking contraſt between a profligate, 
extravagant Government, and an enſlaved and impoveriſhed people. 
One perſon now immured within the walls of a dungeon in Dublin 
Caſtle, I have the honour of being connected with—for honour, as 
well as happineſs, I ſhall ever eſteem it—by the ſtrongeſt ties of 
friendſhip and affection, who I know to be as incapable of treaſon 
to his country—Good God!] that treaſon to Ireland and the name 
of O'Connor ſhould be prepoſterouſly coupled together !—as he is 
capable of every thing that is great, generous, and noble, for his 
country's good; a man whoſe whole conduct delineates the exact 
line of rectitude and honour ; whoſe private virtues equal, they 
cannot ſurpaſs, the integrity of his public conduct; who is indeed 
endowed with every good as well as every great qualification—and 
of whom it may fairly be ſaid, * Mi non laudandum aut dixit, aut 
ſenſit, aut fecit.“ When ſuch men become the objects of fear and 
hatred to Government, it is not difficult to aſcertain the nature of 
their Government. But perhaps, Sir, it may be ſaid, that I ſpeak 
more like a diſcontented Iriſhman, than like a true friend to the 
intereſts of England. Sir, I ſpeak like a friend to humanity and 
liberty, and like an enemy to cruelty and oppreſſion. Sir, : believe 
the intereſts of Ireland and of this country to be the ſame : I be⸗ 
lieve it ſor the intereſt of both countries that both ſhe Ia 2 free 
What was ſaid by a great man concerning America, is, T think, fin 
more applicable with reſpe& to Ireland. I rejoice,” ſaid Lord 
Vol. II. R 


nh 
2 

4 
1 

7 
+ 
© 
I 
: 

* 

L by 
;$ 
3. 


PRA 2 
- a 


2 . 
* —QP——A—üU[—w— ᷣ—— — — 4 - 2 * e 
— > 4 1 * 
7 "oF * — Fa 
4 & 


122 PARLIAMENTARY 


[Commons, 


Chatham, „ in the reſiſtance of America, becauſe I believe three 
millions of men enſlaved in that country, would- become the pro- 
pereſt inſtruments for enſlaving this.” There is, Sir, in: ny opinion, 
one way, and one only, for ſaving Ircland—for ſaving England; 
that is, to diveſt the preſent Miniſter of that power he has fo long 
and fo fatally abuſed, and to call him to a ſtrict account for his 
conduct at the tribunal of his country, If we have not refolution, 
if we have not energy, if we have not the means to accompliſh this, 
I know not whether the country can be ſaved; but this I know, 
that it is not worth the ſaving. After the able ſpeech of the right 
honourable gentleman, I ſhall content myſelf with ſeconding the 
motion. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT. Sir, of ſo general a nature are the 
terms of the addreſs juſt moved, that it is impeſſible for any men 
forming a judgement of the vote he ought to give on fuch a queltion, 
to ſupport that judgement, without a reference to thoſe topics, which 
made ſo conſiderable a part of the right honourable gentleman's 
ſpeech. None of thoſe topics appear on the face of the addreſs, and 
therefore without a reference to the ſpeech by which the right ho- 
nourable mover introduced the motion, the addreſs itſelf would bc 
not only indiſtinQ, vague, and indefinite, but in a great degree nu- 
gatory. The right honourable gentleman has made a fpeech founded 
on a review of the whole ſyſtem of the Iriſh Legiſlature, from the 
period when the excluſive right of making laws for Ireland was re- 
cognized to belong to the Iriſh Parliament; and at the ſame time 
that he conſiders the Iriſh Legiſlature as having at that period, 
when it ceaſed to be, both by the principles and letter of the Con- 
ſtitution, ſubject to the control of the Parliament of this country, he 
recommends that a deviation from that principle thould be adopted. 
It was natural enough, when the right honourable gentleman carne 
to ſtate thoſe diſtin ſubjects which call for the interference of the 
Parliament of this country, to have recourſe to that period when 
we recognized the independence of the Parliament of Ireland. 
That we did at the period to which he has referred, recognize the 
principle that the ſole power of legiſlating for Ireland was in that 
country excluſively, is a point fo clear, that it is unneceſſary for me 
to dwell upon it. I think no one will diſpute the truth of that 
principle ; ; and if we did then recognize ſuch a principle, the quel- 
tion whether we gave the privilege as a boon, or recognized it as a 
matter of right? whether it was a conceſſion or a recognition, can 
make no difference on the ſubject. There was, however, one point, 
with reſpect to which thoſe who propoſed the meafure, whether it 
was a meaſure of recognition or conceſſion, were fully ſatisfied; 
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namely, that it was a meaſure, the adoption of which had the effect 
of putting Ireland in poſſeſſion of the moſt important acquiſition, 
in point of fact, even though it was previouſly their right, that could 
poſſibly be kd by any nation. I am perſuaded that there was 
no one more than the right honourable gentleman himſelf, who at 


that time felt how much the ſituation of Ireland was ameliorated, 


and how great an acceſſion of civil and political liberty they ac- 
quited, by ſueli a recognition on our part. Was the Parliament by 
which the independence of Ireland, which the right honourable 

gentleman feels ſo indiſpenſable, recognized a Parliament more ac- 
commodating to the wiſhes of the Diſſenters of the North; or did 
it include more, that were well diſpoſed towards the Catholics of 
the South, than thoſe of a ſubſequent period? So much the con- 
trary, that whatever alteration has ſince taken place, has been an 
alteration tending to include both Diſſenters and Catholics in a 
greater proportion than the principle firſt recognized. The Parlia- 
ment of Ircland was conſidered to be the natural ſource of the laws 
of that country ; it was conſidered proper to entruſt to its care and 
protection the intereſt of the country; and ſurely the right honour- 
able gentleman cannot mean to ſay, that when we gave Ireland a 
Parliament of its own, we only gave it nominally ; he did not 
mean that we had put them in poſſeſſion of a Conſtitution, which 
was like the Britiſh Conſtitution, but was at the ſame time wholly 
unfit for the exerciſe of excluſive legiſlation. He will not ſay that 
tie conceſſion of 1782 was not intended to make the Parliament 
completely independent of control, or that if its fundamental prin- 
ciples are the ſame, that he nevertheleſs conſiders it defective in point 
of rational, real, and ſolid power. If the right honourable gentle- 
man thinks it was a conceſſion on our part to the well-founded 
claims of the Iriſh nation, on what ground then can he expect that 
this Houſe ought to aſſume it as a principle, that ſuppoſing there are 
diſorders exiſting in Ireland, we ought to remedy thoſe diſorders by 
an alteration in the fundamental form of its legiſlation? How can 
ſuch an interference be admitted, after we have declared the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland independent, and placed it beyond our reach or 
control ? The right honourable gentleman will, I truſt, find it dif- 
ficult to convince the Houſe, that the only way to remedy thoſe diſ- 
orders is to alter the Legiſlature of the country, which, for the pur- 
poſe of making laws, is rendered independent wholly of this country. 

It muſt be evident to this Houſe, that if it has given up 
the right of interfering in the internal policy of the ſiſter king- 
dom, that it has alſo given up the power of ſo interfering ; and 
any interference with reſpect to the internal laws or regulations of 
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Ireland, would be an invaſion of thoſe very fundamental principles 
which, in 1782, we recognized; and on that ground I am autho- 
rized in conſidering the addreſs propoſed, as tending to a direct vio- 
lation of thoſe fundamental principles. The addreſs, then, appears 
to convey too much by implication, if explained by referring to the 
ſpeech of the mover; it conveys that by implication which, if 
proper to be conveyed at all, ought to be conveyed fairly, candidly, 
and openly ; it is an addreſs affecting to give advice to the Execu- 
tive Government of this country, on points not within the province 
of that Government. If the addreſs ſtated the reaſons for ſuch in- 

terference, it would be different : it is an advice to His Majeſty to 
interpoſe his parental authority to prevent the diſturbances ſaid to 
exiſt in Ireland. This general ſort of advice, without ſtating ſome 
ſpecific opinion, appears to me ſuperficial and nugatory. His Ma- 
jeſty's diſpoſition individually, as well as the diſpoſition of the Ex- 
ecutive Government, without reference to any of His Majeſty's 
Miniſters in particular, has been, during the whole courſe of His 
Majeſty's reign, to confer on Ireland a ſucceſſion of commercial 
benefits and peculiar advantages ; the reſult has been, that Ireland 
has arrived to a pitch of growing opulence, increaſing commerce, 
and to an improved ſtate of commerce, manufactures, and agri- 
culture, unknown in former times. The ſucceſſion of conceſſions 
towards the Catholics, in which His Majeſty has concurred, have 
been ſuch as to leave them only deſtitute of the privileges of fitting 
in Parliament, and holding offices. During the thirty-ſix years of 
His Majeſty's reign, conceſſions have been made which excced 
every thing which has been done in favour of Ireland ſince the Re- 
volution. Theſe have been the proofs which His Majeſty has given 
of his diſpoſition to conciliate the affections of the people of Ire- 
land, by the moſt lenient line of policy ; but if conciliations of a 
different nature are wanted, the addreſs does not point out what 
thoſe are; and as it does not, how is to be collected what is re- 
quired, unleſs the deficiency is ſupplied by referring to the ſpeech of 
- the right honourable mover ; but may there not be circumſtances 
which juſtify the interference of the Executive Government with 
Ireland ? granted. Can it not control the conduct of the Lord 
Lieutenant, or with refpe& to the impeachment of his Miniſters ? 
Granted ; that as to the Lord Lieutenant and his Miniſters, the 
power remains in this country to control them, and advice may be 
offered to the Executive Government on that point ; and if ſuch 
had been the nature of the motion, it might have juſtified the 
ſeconder in the obſervations he made. If this was a queſtion of 
diſmiſſal, or of bringing to trial any of His Majeſty's Miniſters, ad- 
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vice, in ſuch caſcs, might be proper; but the object of the addreſs 
is, that which is no more within the province of His Majeſty, or 
the Executive Government, than it is within the province of the 
Executive Government of Ircland, to interfere with reſpe& to a 
matter which may be remedicd by the Legiflature of this country. 
Can you, under pretence of adviſing His Majeſty, induce him to 
give effect to meaſures which can, conſtitutionally, only owe their 
effects to the Iriſh Legiſlature * meaſures, too, which are only the 
ſubje& of Iriſh legiſlation, but which are connected on fundamental 
principles of Iriſh independence. This point alone includes the 
whole of the practical queſtion for our conſideration ; and I ſhall, 
therefore, not trouble the Houſe with entering at length into the 
ſubject; there are, beſides, in the preſent moment, reaſons which 
render it far from wife to be diſeuſſing the affairs of Ireland, or 
agitating the queſtion of their internal policy ; therefore I by no 
means wiſh to follow the right honourable gentieman through all 
his wide field of obſervation ; but ſuppoſing the whole of what he 
has ſtated to be the truth, I leave it to the Houle to conſider whe- 
ther any remedy can be adopted, or the ſubject affected by any 
power, except the law of the Parliament of Ireland. I think the 
right honourable gentleman's ſpeech is divided into an hiſtorial nar- 
ration of thoſe facts, on which he has endeavoured to adviſe this 
Parliament to interfere with the Parliament of Ireland, and to ſhew 
that the Parliament of Ireland is not equal to the taſk, not poſ- 
ſeſſed of the power of protecting the people, and of performing its 
due functions. Firſt of all, he admits that the Parliament of this 
country has declared the Legiſlature of Ireland independent of that 
authority, which for ages we had exereiſed over it. How, then, can 
we, after we have rendered them as independent of us as we are 
of them, ſo much fo, that they have the ſame right to dictate to us, 
as we have to them ; how can it appear to the Houſe that this is 
either a prudent, a juſt, a reaſonable, or a practicable diſcuſſion, 
conſiſtent with that reſpect which we ought to entertain for a Le- 
giſlature, whoſe independence we have ſolemnly recognized? How 
can we poſſeſs the right of examining and reviſing the laws made 
by the Parliament of Ireland, in order to have an opportunity of 
ſaying to the Parliament, that they were not entitled to the confi- 
dence of thoſe to whom they were told fourteen years ago to look 
up to for protection and ſupport? Can we fay to the Parliament, 
you are an independent legiſlative body; but how you ſhall exer- 
eiſe your functions, we, the Parliament of England, ſhall, at the end 
of fourteen years, reviſe and examine them, and afterwards feel it 
our duty to tell the people of Ireland, you are no longer entitled to 
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their confidence; you are no longer the Parliament poſſeſſed of 
thoſe unalienable rights to independent legiflation which we con- 

ceded to you? It does, indeed, ſeem extraordinary to me, for one 

independent Parliament to interfere with the independent Parl:a- 

ment of a different part of one common empire. I ſhall not, as I 

have already obſerved, enter minutely into the different topies of the 

right honourable gentleman ; but let us ſee, whether what he ad- 

vanced does not lead to ſomething which ought to be more fully 

ſtated than is done by the general addreſs which he has moved. It 

certainly does not ſeem to be within the power of the Engliſh Go- 

vernment to control the Parliament of Ireland on a ſubject which 

is peculiarly within their province; and does ſeem extraordinary, 
that that independence which the right honourable gentleman, and 
thoſe who propoſed it, were fo ſanguine as to think would be of 
ſuch importance—that independence which he conſidered fo valu- 
able, that he thought it rendered them competent to every object ; 
it does ſeem extraordinary he ſhould now, with that independence, 
conſider them as incompetent ; and what the remedy is to be, he 
does not tell us diſtinctly; in this reſpect his ſpeech is as indiſtinct 
as the addreſs he has propoſed. It is by the Parliament of Ireland 
alone that the law can be extended or limited ; yet in his ſpeech he 
has hardly hinted at the laws of Ireland. Does he mean that tlie 
laws ſhould be rectified practically? Is this to be the objedt of the 
addreſs? This, however, is a part of the ſubject I wiſh not to enter 
into. The right honourable gentleman has divided his conſidera- 
tions, with reſpect to the ſtate of Ireland, into two parts; the one 
with regard to the demands of the Catholics in the South, and the 
other the ſtate of the North, with a view of proving that farther 
conceſſions on our part conſonant to their wiſhes, would be pru- 
dent, and are abſolutely neceſſary. With reſpect to both the Ca- 
tholics of the South and the People of the North, I am perſuaded 
that no remedy could be rendered ſerviceable to them, by a mea- 
ſure which would operate as an entire alteration of the form of the 
Parliament—an alteration which, as far as it would ariſe from the 
remaining claims of the Catholics of the South, and the wiſhes of 
the People of the North, would be particularly dangerous. Theſe 
are almoſt the only points : there are other collateral circumſtances 
which he has thrown into his ſpeech, which I do not conſider it pro- 
per to give diſtin& attention to, nor do I mean to comment upon 
them. The remedy at which he hinted, at leaſt as far as he ſtated 
any thing explicit, was confined to the ſole points which I have now 
ſtated, with the addition of one other, on which I will ſay a few 
words. It is a ſubject which, though not ſo high a point of legiſ- 


| WPI |} 


— a dd ak ac hos. a as 


208 


18 


MARCH 23. | DEBATES. 127 


lation, yet it is one which could only fall within the province of the 
Parliament of Ireland -I mean that alteration of the laws, which, 
if carried into effect, might not only affect the right to a great maſs 
of property, but alſo affect the practice of the Church as to the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhed mode of worſhip. I do not recolle& any other 
int referred to, which, under the terms lenient meaſures, might 
be ſuppoſed by the right honourable gentleman to lay the foundation 
of the future peace of Ireland. Not thinking it neceſſary to 
trouble the Houſe long, let me juſt ſhortly advert to what has been the 
conduct of the people of Ireland. The firſt object to be conſidered 
is, the Catholic claim to fit in the Parliament of Ireland, and to fill 
offices in the Government. I am not going to diſcuſs the propriety 
f of one line of conduct, with reſpect to them or any other claſs of 
men, and therefore, without meaning to dwell on the ſubject, I do 
wiſh to ſtate, as far as relates to the Catholics, that I conſider their 
ſituation as equal, in point of liberty, to the moſt favoured part of: 
His Majeſty's ſubjects; and to preſume to aflert, that nothing has 
been done to conciliate their affections, that nothing has been 
done towards giving them a ſtake in the country, of which they 
form ſo conſiderable a part, in point of loyalty and merit, are 
equally miſtatements. Being, as they were, prevented from even 
voting at all at the commencement of His Majeſty's reign, and la- 
bouring alſo under many diſabilities, all of which have been in this 
reign removed, can it be fairly brought forward, that no pledge has 
been given by the Crown, to extend to that people the benefits en- 
joyed by the other parts of the community ? I think it can hardly be 
ſtated. But then it is ſaid, it is poſſible to ſatisfy the Catholics ; if 
it was ſo, it might be made the ſubject of advice to the Executive 
Government. I underſtand the right honourable gentleman would 
ſatisfy the Catholics, by giving them the privilege of fitting in Par- 
liament ; but this could not be done without reverſing the whole of 
its preſent form, without new modelling the whole Conſtitution of 
Ireland from the beginning to the end ; and to make ſuch an altera- 
tion, at a period when ſuch principles are abroad in the world; 
when they are even prevalent in a part of the country of which we 
talk, where it has lately been found neceſſary to encounter them 
with ſtrong meaſures ; I leave it to the Houſe to ſay, whether or no 
it would be attended with danger. I aſk the Houſe, whether it 
would be right to make ſuch an experiment at this time, and whe- 
ther we ought to recommend to Ireland to act contrary to the Par- 
liament of Ireland ? Whether we hold ourſelves to be judges equal 
to deciding upon the conſequences of departing from ſuch a funda- 
mental principle * Whether we are fo ſatisfied of the propriety of 
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tbe meaſure, of its urgency, or of its being x meaſure ſeaſonable in 
point of policy, ſo as to juſtify us in offering the advice propoſed by 
the addreſs. In my opinion, the mcaſures neceſſary to be adopted 
can only be effected by the Irith Parliament; they never can by 
Britiſh authority. Ihe ſubject does not come under our control. 
It is a ſubject of a delicate nature, and at which we ought to loo; 
with circumſpection. We ought, if ve were to give advice, to 
point it out in a way not likely to be mitiaken, as to what it meant, 
but which could neither be collected from the right honourable 
gentleman's ſpeech nor his addreſs. With reſpect to the withes of 
the Catholics and People of the North, which go to ſuch an altera- 
tion in the form of Parliament, if we were to enter upon the fub- 
ject, it would lead to diſcuſſions which, whether they would be de- 
cided upon thoſe old Englith principles alluded to by the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, I know not; but I am too well aſſured, that 
there would be a mixture of thoſe new principles which I will main- 
tain ought to be contrary to the principles of Engliſhmen, which are 
unfit to reccive the countenance of the Parliament of Great Britain, 
and which could not, without the utmoſt danger, be recommended 
to the people of Ireland. I fear the modern notions of French 
liberty would be mixed with the antient ſturdy principles of this 
country. If it is meant to include thoſe principles, founded on 
the French underſtanding of the doctrine of the ſovereignty of the 
people, I will not, in that caſe, take up them by arguing, that it is 
contrary to the duty of Parliament to give any the leaſt ſanction to 
ſuch a meaſure. If we are determined to tread on this delicate 
ground, which includes ſome of thoſe doctrines that ſeem to come 
near thoſe principles to which I have alluded, we ought to be ex- 
tremely cautious how we proceed; but I once again repeat, that 
the ſubjcct is not within our province, that the motion is not one 
with which we can prudently and ſafely comply. It is not one on 
which we have any power to decide, or which can come within the 
control of Engliſh authority. It is a ſubject of that nature which 
requires the utmoſt deliberation, and the niceſt and moſt accurate 
detail. The particular circumſtances hinted at in the right honour- 
able gentleman's ſpeech, are not ſufficiently deſcribed in the addreſs 
to give that light to the Executive Government, requiſite to the full 
underſtanding of the remedy intended to be recommended. Theſe 
are the ſhort and fimple grounds on which 1 particularly oppoſe this 
meaſure, declining to go now-at large into the queſtion, for the 
yeaſens'[ have ſtated. I do think, that with reference to the general 
Ivercfia.of tho ęmpire, with a ſenſe of duty towards the ſiſtet king- 
dom, which, I truſt, ever will be a ſiſter kingdom; wth a-ſenſe 
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alſo of that duty we owe to ourſelves and our country, I hope the 
Engliſh Houſe of Parliament cannot for a moment hefitate in re- 
jecting a motion calculated to alter the fundamental principles of the 
independence of Ireland. 

Mr. W. SMII H replied to the Sed of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 
queſtion immediately before the Houſe. He contended that the 
addreſs could not interfere with the independence of the Parliament 
of Ireland; and as he was entirely unconvinced by any thing. he 
had heard from the right honourable gentleman, he was called 
upon, in duty to the Public, to vote for the addreſs. 

Colonel FULLARTON ſaid: Whatever ideas any one may 


entertain reſpecting the merits or demerits of the preſent motion, it 


cannot fail to appear extraordinary, that in the actual circumſtances 
of Great Britain and Ireland, this ſhould be the firſt queſtion brought 
before the Houſe, which has any connection with invaſion, prepara- 
tion, or commotion, as applicable to either country. In this capital, 
we are ſo bewildered with the diminiſhed dignity of Abraham New- 
land's ſignature, fo overwhelmed with the calamity which has be- 
fallen the Bank, that we ſeem entirely to have forgot all idea of in- 
vaſion or commotion, as if the whole body of united Iriſhmen were 
ſuddenly transformed into a generation of lambs, or as if the whole 
French nation were not leſs miraculouſly transformed into a peace- 
ful race like the people called Quakers. But let me aſk, are we, 
or are we not, on the eve, and in the criſis of impending invaſion 
and commotion, as reſpecting Ireland? If we are not, I ſhall beg 
pardon and fit down, But if we are, how prepoſterous is the con- 
duct of thoſe, who have waſted the precious moments that ought to 
have been dedicated to purpoſes of urgent preparation ho have 
waſted them in an idle and pernicious war of words, on ſubjects 
neither connected with invaſion, preparation, nor precaution, We 
ſeem to emulate the moſt diſcordant periods of the Roman hiſtory, 
deſcribed by Quintus Capitolinus, when diſſentions between Aris- 
tocrats and Democrats, between Debtors and Creditors, concerning 
non-payments and infolvency, although there were no Abraham 


Newlands in thoſe days, roſe to ſuch a hight, that the enemy was- 


at the gate, and no one would ſtir to repel the invader. - I beg to 


know, where is the difference between our conduct and that of the 
Dutch Burgomaſters in 1794, when they paſſively ſuffered the 


French to invade and occupy their territory. The Dutch Burgo- 
maſters ſat with tobacco pipes in their mouths ; they ſaid little and 
did nothing, except to eounteract each other. We, it is true, fit 
without eo pipes in in our mouths, and we ſay a great deal; but 
Vol. II. $ 
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as for doing, acting. or exerting, there we are exactly on a par with 
the Burgomaſters of Amſterdam— and unleſs we change our conduct, 
we ſhall deſerve to ſhare their fate. I came lately from a diſtant 
part of the country nearly and locally intereſted in the fate of Ire- 
land. There, things are ſeen through a very different medium 
from that which is looked through by thoſe who have loſt their 
way in the fogs of London. When I come into this Houſe, it ap- 
pears to me as if I came into an aſſembly where a number of per- 
ſons had been benumbed by a torpedo, or ſtruck by a paralytic af- 
feQion, which palſies all their limbs, eripples their enegies and 
powers of action, and leaves nothing free and vigorous about ther 
but their tongues. Theſe, we ſeem to uſe, not for purpoſes of con- 
eiliation and preparation ſo eſſential on the. preſent emergency, but 
ve uſe them, like the degenerate and loquacious Greeks in the 
lower and corrupt ages, in the days of the Comnenas and Prophy- 
Togeniti, who were ſo intent on idle diſputation, that they perſiſted 
in it, at the very moment, when deſperate invaders were 2 in 
motion to attack Byzantium and occupy the empire. 
I hall only add, that if this Houſe perſiſts in its preſent ſyſtem 
— if one fide of the Houſe maintains that invaſion is a bugbear, and 
the other ſide maintains that it is an exaggerated apprehenſion—if 
one fide 'negleRs all efficient preparation and precaution as a work 
of ſupererogation, and the other treats all ideas of internal diſaffection 
and commotion, as a chimera, then both fides will forfeit all confi- 
- dence with the public; then the calamity which has befallen the 
Bank of England will ceaſe to be a primary conſideration ; then, 
General Hoche with 100,000, or 200,000. Carmagnols, will 
find no difficulty in making good their lodgements in different 
quarters of theſe kingdoms. General Hoche will find in the pro- 
vince of Ulſter alone, about 50, ooo Iriſhman united, with pikes 
in their hands, and with arms concealed, buſily employed in ſecret: 
di{cipline,. and nightly drills, in order to qualify themſelves to rein- 
force the French army. This is no ſecret ; it can be none, except 
in London; theſe people have long ago communicated their force, 
their numbers, and intention, to the Government of France. While 
we fit here, like filly pheaſants, who hide their heads under a buſh, 
and then think that their whole bodies are protected. It is time 
to put an end to palliatives and ſelf-deeeptions—it is time to put 
theſe kingdams on a footing of impervious defence, while the delay 
of the French till offers us the opportunity. Let this be done, and 
E will venture to become reſponſible that this country ſhall obtain 
from France ſuch terms of accommodation, as it will not become 
this country. to refuſe, But the people of England muſt make up 
E. 4 
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their minds on two points. The firſt is, that Belgium will not be 
reſtored to the Emperor, and the ſecond, that the Rhine will be 
the boundary of France—otherwiſe the country , muſt prepare to 
wage a war ad internectonem. You mult prepare like Pyrrhus, to 
wage perpetual war. 1 5 | | 

Lord WYCOMBE declared, that feeling how things were car. 
ried on, he never entered the Houſe without a wiſh that he was re- 
lieved from the duty of attending it, and that wiſh was increaſed by 
a ſpcech which he had heard to-night. He muſt declare alſo, that 
with regard to the preſent ſituation of Ireland, which was owing, he 
had no doubt, to the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters towards 
that country, that he thought himſelf called upon to ſupport the pro- 
poſition which was now before the Houſe, ſubmitted by his right 
honourable friend. The ſituation of Ireland at this moment, was 
ſuch as to merit the attention of the Britiſh Legiſlature, becauſe it 
was a ſerious and alarming fituation ; that was the firſt reaſon he 
had for ſupporting the motion. The next was, that he did not 
expect that any remedy could be expected to be applied to the evil 
by the Irith Legiſlature ; and becauſe it did not appear to him that 
the Iriſh claimed any more than was their due, and what was juſt 
and reaſonable in itſelf. It was with ſome degree of ſhame, and 
no inconfiderable degree of regret, that he felt he could not ſay any 
thing of Ireland from perſonal obſervation ; but he thought it was 
impoſſible for any man, however ignorant of the country, to doubt 
of the diſturbances that had taken place there, and which proved a 
maniteſt diſaffection to the Government of this country. This dif- 
trated ſtate of things was evident in the abatement of the rents in 
ſome places, and the ſuppreſſion of them in others. It was enough, 
however, to know what has been done in the great county of 
Down, which was declared by the proclamation of General Lake 
to be in a ſtate of inſurrection, and out of the King's peace“. He 


The fallowing is the Proclamation alluded to by his Lordſhip: 


' * BY ORDER OF THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE 
| NORTHERN DISTRICT. | 

5 Belfaft, March 13, 1797. 
Warnrzas the daring and horrid outrages in many parts of this pro- 
vince, evidently perpetrated with a view to ſuperſede the laws and the 
adminiftration F uſtice by an organized ſyſtem of murder and robbery, 
have increaſed to ach an alarming degree, as from their atrocity and ex- 
tent to bid defiance to the civil power, and to endanger the lives and pro- 
perties of His Majeſty's faithful ſubjects. And whereas the better to effect 
their traitorous purpoſes, ſeveral perſons who bave been enrolled: under 


the authority of. His Majeſty's Commiſſioners, and others, have been for- 
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thought, inſtead of rigour, conciliation ought to be tried in Ireland; 
for it was time enough to employ foree when mildneſs failed. He 
ſhould have wiſhed that the Iriſh Parliament had been left to them- 
ſel ves to ſettle this, but that he knew the Iriſh Parliament had in- 
tirely loſt the confidence of the people, and therefore the Miniſter's 
obſervations on the independence of the Iriſh Parliament were 
thrown away. Indeed, he had omitted to prove, becauſe he could 
not, that the Triſh Parliament was independent; the truth was well 
known to be, that a majority of that Parliament was at the will of 
the Cabinet of England. Wich regard to the fear of the religious 
ſentiments of the Iriſh Catholics, he thought it ſingular. that any 
ſhould be entertained, while we knew that religion was ſo much on 
the decline all over Europe. He really dreaded, that if we did not 
ſoon interfere, we might loſe Ireland altogether ; a loſs that would 
be more ſevere to us than the loſs of America. | 

Lord HAWKESBURY confidered the motion now before the 
Houſe as one which could not be productive of any good conſequence, 
but which might be productive of every ſpecies of calamity. The 


cibly and traitorouſly deprived of their arms; it is, therefore, become in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, for the ſafety aud protection of the well- diſpoſed, to 
interpoſe the King's troops under my command; and I do hereby give 
notice, that I havy received authority and directions to act in ſuch a 
manner as the public ſafety may require. I do therefore hereby enjoin 
and require all perſons in this diſtrict (peace officers and thoſe ſerving in 
a military capacity excepted), forthwith to bring in and ſurrender up all 
arms and ammunition which they may have in their poſſeſſion, to the 
officer commanding the King's troops in their neighbourhood, I truſt that 
an immediate compliance with this order may render any act of mine to 
enforce it unneceſſary. Let the people ſeriouſly reflect, before it is too late, 
on the ruin into which they are ruſhing; let them reflect upon their pre- 
ſent proſperity, and the miſeries into which they will inevitably be in- 
volved by perſiſting in acts of poſitive rebellion; let them inſtantly, by 
reſtoring thoſe traitoroaſſy taken from the King's forces, reſcue themſelves 
from the ſeverity of military authority, Let all the loyal and well-inten- 
tioned act together with energy and ſpirit, in enforcing ſubordination to 
the laws, and reſtoring tranquillity in their reſpective neighbourhoods, and 
they may be aſſured of protection and ſupport from me. And I do hereby 
invite all perſons who are enabled to give informotion touching arms and 
ammuniticn which may be. concealed, immediately to communicate the 
ſame to the ſeveral officers commanding His Majeſty's forces in their re- 
ſpective diſtricts; and for their encouragement an reward, I do _— 
promiſe and engage that ſtrict and inviolable ſecrecy ſhall be obſerved, 
with reſpect to all perſons who ſhall make ſuch communications; and that 
every perſon who ſhall make it, ſhall receive as a reward the full value 
of all ſuch arms and ammunition as ſhall be ſeized in conſequence 


1 : W * _ 
Ld 11 Signed by G. LAKE, Lieut. Gen. 
D 24)? Commanding the Northern Diſtrict. 
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[riſh Legiſlature were entirely independent of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, and of courſe the Britiſh Houſe of Commons had no right 
whatever to interfere in the internal policy in the ſiſter kingdom. 
What! Were they ſo ignorant of human nature as not to know, 
that though the meaſures ſuggeſted were proper to be taken, our in- 
terference would be a ſufficient reaſon for the Iriſh Parliament re- 
jecting them. He would put either caſe : Were the meaſures to 
be taken in conſequence of our interference, the Iriſh Legiſlature 
would loſe the whole credit of taking them. If they ſhould be re- 
jected, the Houſe by adopting the motion, would throw a ſtigma on 
the Iriſh Parliament, and pronounce that independent Legiſlature 
was not qualified to diſcharge its functions. Upon this head he 
ſhould even appeal to the gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of the 
Houſe, who were ſo forward to cry out againſt any meaſure, though 
it was even proper in itſelf, if it was taken by the Crown without 
conſulting the Parliament when it lay within the provinee of the 
latter. If this was the jealous principle by which they were in- 
fluenced in judging of the conduct of the different branches of the 
ſame Legiſlature, ought they not, upon their own principles, to ex- 
erciſe the greateſt caution in ſanctioning any interference between 
two ſeparate and diſtin Legiſlatures ? With reſpe& to Ireland, he 
was convinced that its Government was perfectly capable of ma- 
naging the' concerns of the nation, and that there was not the 
ſmalleſt neceſſity for our interference, ſuppoſing it could be done 
with propriety. | 
Mr. CURWEN faid, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

and the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, objected to the motion of his 
right honourable friend upon very different, and not very confiſtent 
grounds. The one complained that his right honourable friend had 

been more explicit in ſtating the meaſures which ought to be taken; 
whereas the other had objected to what he had propoſed, on the 
ground that every interference on our part was inconſiſtent with the 
rights of the excluſive and independent Legiſlature of Ireland. The 
fat was, that the motion, as it at preſent ſtood, was not liable to the 
charge of an improper interference with the Iriſh Parliament ; but it 
would have juſtly incurred the imputation, had it deſcended to that 
particularity of detail which was required by the right honourable 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Mr. Curwen contended, that! 
it was not the motion of his right honourable friend, but the obſerva- 
tions of the right honourable gentleman, which were really miſchie- 
vous. It was far from being wiſe in the Chancellor of the -Exche2- 
quer to fix a charge of. Jacobiniſm upon any body of His Majefty's' 
ſubjects, much more ſo in the preſent caſe, where it was fo little de- 


134 PARLIAMENTARY { ComMmoxs, 


ſerved. So far was he from thinking the preſent motion miſchie. 
vous, that he was of opinion the diſcuſſion would do good, if even 
the motion was negatived, inaſmuch as it would ſhew the Iriſh na. 
tion that there was a part, at leaſt, of the Britiſh Parliament who 
were mindful of their intereſts. 

Mr. COURTENAY roſe to make ſome obſervations on what 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had faid reſpecting the county of 
Down. He underſiood that he had inſin dated an accufation againſt 
that reſpectable county of holding Jacobin principles. He denied 
the charge, and aſſerted, that it was Jacobiniſm which was purſued 
againſt them, and that they were ſubjected to a Government of ter- 
ror. The proclamation of General Lake, (not that he meant to 
throw the fmalleſt imputation againſt that gallant officer) was ſuch 
as might have been expected from Buonaparte, or Moreau, in the 
Palatinate. He adverted to what Colonel Fullarton had ſaid about 
there being 50,000 men in the province of Ulſter with arms in 
their hands prepared to receive the French. He believed that there 
were, but not to ſupport them ; on the contrary, he believed that 
they were prepared to reſiſt an invaſion, if ever it ſhould be at- 
tempted. He knew the people in that province to have a ſtrong 
ſpirit of liberty, and to be much attached to the popular, or what 
had been called the Republican branch of the Conſtitution ; but 
was this a reaſon why they ought to be ſtigmatized as Jacobins? 
Mr. Courtenay ſtated, that many reſpectable perſons had been taken 
up at Belfaſt, and were now languiſhing in gaol without being 
brought to a trial. And what was the reafon ? Becauſe Govern- 
ment dared not bring them to a trial, knowing that they could not 

eſtabliſh their guilt, and that their acquittal might tend to diſconcert 
the plan on which they were at preſent acting. 

Mr. BENJAMIN HOBHOUSE roſe and ſaid :— Sir, at this 
late hour of the night I do net propoſe to enter at length into the 
queſtion. The principal, if not the only argument employed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer is, that this motion is improper, be- 
cauſe it encroaches upon the independence of the Iriſh Legiſlature. 
But, Sir, the diſcontents of Ireland are of that nature, that they in- 
volve the welfare and happineſs of this country. Where the con- 
cern is common, how then can it be irregular, or unconſtitutional, to 
ſhew a ſympathy in the troubles of our ſiſter kingdom, and a ſenfibi- 
lity to our own intereſts? The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſeems 
to have preſumed, in the whole train of his reaſoning, that it was 
che object of this motion to requeſt the King's interferente ec 
uch, of his Iriſn Patliament. No, Sir; it only prays His Ma- 
jelly to adopt, in connexion with the Lriſh Legiſlature, meaſures of a 
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lenient nature, with a view to appeaſe the unhappy ſpirit of diſcon- 
tent which prevails throughout that iſland. 

Lord FREDERiCK CAMPBELL thought the preſent motion 
of the moſt dangerous tendency, though he was ready to believe 
that it was made by the right honourable gentleman from the beſt 
of motives. Were we now, after a period of fifteen years, to bring 
into queſtion the independence of the Irifh Parliament, and inter- 
fere in proceedings over which we have acknowledged that we poſſeſs 
no control? To him it appeared extremely reprehenſible in any 
Member of that Houſe to impute corruption to the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment : for though it might be corrupt, yet he had no right to ſay 
ſo. The improvement which Ireland had received fince the year 
1782 was moſt rapid, and almoſt incredible ; and the general 
eſteem and affection in which its preſent Governor was held, and the 
implicit confidence that was repoſed in his government, were the 
beſt refutation of all that was advanced to prove that Ireland was 
oppreſſed, or that Ireland was difcontented with its preſent Go- 
vernment. 

General EGERTON vindicated the character and conduct of 
General Lake. 

Mr. FOX availed himfelf of the indulgence of the Houſe to 
make a few obſervations in reply to the arguments which had been 
advanced againſt his motion. The ſubſtance was as follows :— 
The noble Lord is certainly at liberty to conſider the motion which 
have had the honour to propoſe, as having a very miſchievous 
tendency. I think not only that: the motion is not miſchievous, but 
that even the diſcuſſion, though the motion 1s not carried, will do 
good. Another noble Lord (Hawkeſbury) was of opinion, that it 
was an infringement upon the independent rights of the Iriſh Parli- 
ament, and that that Parliament, fran motives of jealouſy, would 
refuſe to accord to the meaſures, even though they were proper to be 
adopted. For my own part, I have no ſuch ſuſpicions. It is in 
the recolleQion of every one, that when a petition was preſe 
the Roman Catholics in Ireland to the Iriſh Parliament, the petition 
was rejeQed with indignation ; but when the ſubject of the petition 
came recommended to them from the Crown at the inſtanee of the 
Britiſn Houſe of Commons, even that proud and jealous Parlia- 
ment, as it was repreſented to be, went in their conceffions far be- 
yond the demands of the petition, which they had fpurned before, 
It is aſked, are we to reviſe and contre the conduct of the ige 
pendent Legiſlature of Ireland ? There is no man wh would wf. 
io put the independence of the Iriſh Parliament higher than I world. ' 
Dut is Ireland at preſent in extraordinary cireumſtances, or is at? 
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not? It is not, indeed, by the account of the noble Lord (F. Camp- 
bell), who repreſents it as proſperous and quiet beyond example, 
and as repoſing unbounded confidence in the preſent Lord Lieu- 
tenant. Conſidering the noble Lord who is at preſent Viceroy of 
Ireland as a private individual, I believe that his character is good, 
amiable, worthy, and ſuch as every one would delight to praiſe, 
But I ſuppoſe the noble Lord meant that his government com- 
manded the confidence of the nation. How, then, am I to reconcile 
this univerſal confidence with the accounts, to which the noble Lord 
cannot be a ſtranger, that a conſiderable diſtrict of the country is 
declared to be out of the King's peace ; and with what we have 
heard this evening, of there being 50,000 men in one province 
prepared to join the French in caſe an invaſion ſhall be attempted ? 
In ſuch circumſtances it is an inſult upon the good ſenſe of the 
country to ſay that the Government of Ireland at the preſent mo- 
ment is popular. But till it is improper in the Britiſh Parliament 
to interfere. Suppoſe that this country were reduced to that diſ- 
aſtrous ſituation in which the counties of York and Lancaſter ſhould 
be declared out of the King's peace, which would bear pretty nearly 
the ſame proportion to England that the county of Down does to 
Ireland, would any man conſider it as an unwarrantable interfer- 
ence in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons to addreſs our common So- 
vereign on the occaſion * I declare for one, that fo far from being 
indignant, I ſhould feel grateful to that branch of the Iriſh Legiſh- 
ture, was it to addreſs the King to employ lenient meaſures in heal- 
ing the diſſenſions of the nation. Even, as L. ſaid before, however, 
though the motion be loſt, I think the diſcuſſion will be attended 
with beneficial conſequences, becauſc it will ſhew the people of Ire- 
land that it is not to the French alone to whom. they may look for 
a redreſs of their grievances, but there is at leaſt a proportion of 
the Britiſh Houſe of Commons who feel for them under oppreſ- 
fions, and who are defirous to miniſter to their relief. In this 
view of the ſubject, I have no heſitation in ſaying, that every addi- 
tional vote which is given for the motion, gives an additional chance 
for the preſervation of the peace of Ireland. The right honourable 
gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer). aſked why I, who 
moved the independence of the Iriſh Parliament in 178 a, ſhould 
-now aſk to exerciſe a controling power over that Legiſlature? My 
anſwer is: In 1782 I was for giving the Iriſh nation what they 
aſked, becauſe they thought it was beſt for them. In like manner 
I do not propoſe the meaſures Which I have recommended. on this 
evening becauſe I approve them, but becauſe the people of Ireland 
requeſt and dęſire them; becauſe they are unhappy for the want of 
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teem, and becauſe, if we perſiſt in denying them, a rebellion may 
be the conſequence. And this I give as an anſwer, not only to that 
queſtion, but alſo to the objection that I had not ſpecified, the mode 
in which Parliamentary reform and Catholic emancipation ought to 
be carried into execution. I did not do it, becauſe theſe meaſures 
ought to be taken in Ireland, and executed in a way moſt agreeable 
to the taſte of the Iriſh nation. But there are other things which 
His Majeſty might do to quiet the difcontents at preſent exiſting in 
that part of his dominions. Might he not diſmiſs from places of 
public truſt many perſons who are now at the head of affairs in that 
kingdom; men who libelled the character of a nation at a moment 
when its zeal, patriotiſm, and courage, were moſt eminently diſ- 
played ; men, in ſhort, whoſe adminiſtration may be conſidered as 
the ſource of thoſe calamities with which the country is afflicted? 
With reſpect to the proclamation iſſued by the gallant officer who 
has been referred to, I profeſs perſonally to have the greateſt efteem 
for the character of that officer, and do not conſider him as at all 
reſponſible for its contents. There is only one other. topic to 
which I ſhall advert. The right honourable gentleman alledged, 
that the principles of liberty for which | have contended, are not 
Engliſh but French. Be it ſo: but if they are Iriſh, they are wor- 
thy of the attention of the Government of that country. But even 
allowing them to be French (and I certainly will not recommend 
the introduction of French principles into this country) ſtill it is 
better to countenance-them than to go to war with them. The right 
honourable gentleman, however, is not yet tired of fighting with 
French principles. Are the Houſe tired then? Are they prepared 
to begin another four-years war to ſquander millions of treaſure, 
and to ſhed rivers of blood? If they are, then let them go on with 
their noble enterprize. I will warn them, however, that if they 
war too much againſt French principles in Ireland, they may, in the 
end, be introduced into Great Britain itſelf. Unfortunately I have 
been a long time deprecating coercive meaſures. I deprecated the 

adoption of them againſt America, in 1774. In 1793, I depre- - 
cated their being employed againſt France; and I now deprecate 
the ſame ſyſtem being followed with Ireland. Though my advice 
has not hitherto been followed, it is ſome conſolation to me indivi- 
dually that it was not withheld ; and whatever conſequences may re- 
ſult from the conduct that is now purſuing towards Ireland, I ſhall 
not have to reproach myſelf with not having remonſtrated againſt jt. 
All theſe meaſures of coercion flow from the ſame ſource. War wy | 


been preferred to negotiation, and force to congiliati 
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and enlightened policy, we have acted upon the maxims of barba- 
rous times. I ſhall now conclude with quoting the words of an 
antient orator (Cicero), which | recommend to the ſerious con- 
ſideration of every perſon to whom is aſſigned the important taſk of 
legiſlation : ** Carum eſſe civibus, bene de republica mereri, lau- 
« dari, coli, diligi, glorioſum eſt ; metui vero et in odio eſſe, invi- 
cc dioſum, deteſtabile, imbecillum, caducum.” 

The Houſe divided on the motion : Aves, 84 ; Noes, 220— 
Majority, 136.——Adjourned 


Friday, 24th March. 


Mr. RYDER directed the attention of the Houſe to the ſubject 
of grain. He expreſſed his ſatisfaction at the price of grain having 
fallen conſiderably, particularly the articles of oats and barley. He, 
ſaid, it might till be deſirable to preſerve the laws reſpecting the 
importation and exportation of wheat, but he wiſhed the act of the 
preſent ſeſſion to be read, and that the Houſe ſhould afterwards re- 
ſolve itſelf into a Committee upon it, with a view to the repeal of ſo 
much of it as related to certain kinds of grain. 

Aſter the act had been read, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee, in which 

Mr. Ryder ſtated, that it was not his wiſh to give any expreſs 
permiſſion to export or import particular ſorts of grain, except 
when they bore in the different diſtrias a ſtipulated price. He 
moved, therefore, for leave to bring in a bill to repeal ſo much of 
an act paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament as prohibits the 
exportation, and permits the importation of ſeveral ſorts of corn. 
Agreed to. 

The report of the Committee was ordered to be received on 
Monday. | 

Mr. FOX then informed the Houſe, he had a petition in his 
hand, from a Doctor John Millar, to the Houſe. This petition, 
he ſaid, tated, that he (the petitioner) could prove, that in the ma- 
nagement of matters of revenue, much more was collected than 
by law was allowed ; and the praycr was, that the matter com- 
plained of ſhould be referred to the Committee of Finance now 
ſitting, in order that they might have the allegations before them, as 
they would tend to throw a light on ſome of the cauſes of our pre- 
ſent embarraſſments. Mr. Fox added, that he apprehended the 
petition' could not be refuſed, as an individual had the He right to 
—— the Houſe chat wy heuy of men had, 
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The SPEAKER aſked, if the petitioner complained of any 


grievance or injury to himſelf. 

Mr. FOX replied in the affirmative ; and ſtated, that in the 
petition there was, among other matters, a charge, that an unjuſt 
demand had been made upon the petitioner, under the article of 
window tax. The petitioner had applied to the Treafury, where 
his claim had been admitted, but no redreſs had in conſequence been 
afforded him: he aſſerted it as one of his principal grounds, that it 
was the duty of every man to pay all that he was by law bound to 
pay, but not to pay more. 

Mr. Fox moved that the petition ſhould be brought up. | Agreed 
to. It was then brought up, and read by the clerk. 

In addition to the facts mentioned by Mr. Fox, the petition 
ſtated, that His Majeſty's Miniſters had made great progreſs in a 
ſyſtem of double taxation; that the ſubject was thereby harraſſed 
and oppreſſed, and that by ſuch ſyſtem the officers and ſervants of 
the Crown had been guilty of a groſs violation of their duty, and of 
the principles of the Conſtitution. 

The petition was ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. GREY moved for an account of the advances made to his 
Imperial Majeſty fince the 13th of December, 1796, and alſo 
what ſecurities had been given for the re-payment of ſuch ſums, 
with the dates of the advances reſpectively. 

Ordered. 

The Houſe in an adjourned Committee on the bill for indemni- 
tying the Bank for ſuſpending the payment of notes in ſpecie, Mr. 
HOBART in the chair, proceeded to read the reſidue of the 
clauſes. On reading the exception contained in the clauſe for the 
purpoſe of ſecuring the payment of the army and navy, 

Mr. FOX rofe and ſtated, that though the neceſſity of the times 
induced him to decline oppoſing this bill, there were many parts of 
it, he conceived, to be ccnſurable ; but none ſo much as this provi- 
ſion in favour of the army and navy. He conceived, that in the 
eye of ſtrict juſtice and right, and by the law of the land, the public 
creditor was the object in whoſe favour any exception from the re- 
ſtrictions of the bill, Could be firſt made—the demands of the army, 
and even of the navy, he contended to be, when compared with the 


demands of the crditors to whom the public faith was plighted, in- 


ferior objects of conſideration. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was aſtoniſhing how, after 
the full time gentlemen had had for conſidering the exceptions and 
the principles on which the bill was founded, ſo much difference of 
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narrow a compaſs, and was ſo obvious to view, as ſcarcely to admit 
of miſconception. The Houſe would ſee that the reſtriction, 
which the bill was to contain, was occafioned by a well-grounded 
apprehenſion that there would not be a ſufficiency of ſpecie to anſwer 
all the demands which might be made upon it. Some inſtances, 
however, muſt be admitted as exceptions to the reſtriftion ; and 
ſurely, from the very nature of the public ſervice, the engagements 
made by law with the army and navy, and the mode in which they 
were to be paid, they obvioufly ſtood foremoſt in neceſſity as objects 
of exception. 

Mr. WHITBREAD faid, that though he had no intention to 
take the ſenſe of the Houſe on the queſtion, he could not decline 
ſpeaking a few words in anſwer to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
He allowed that there was ſome reaſon in the argument advanced 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as far as it related to the 
navy; but why, he afked, ſhould the ſoldier be paid in caſh in 
preference to the artificer ? Why? the reaſon is, that the former 


has arms in his hand, and the latter has not.” The Miniſters may 


dread thoſe who are armed, but be little apprehenſive of thoſe who 


are unarmed. Does the right honourable gentleman mean by con- 


ciliating the military to keep down the reſt of the people? Does he 
mean to fay, I will take caſh from you the ſtock-holder, and give it 
to thoſe who will puniſh you if you murmur ? He wants to get all 
the ſpecie of the country at the command of Government; he has 
already had in contemplation a Forced Loan ; and, perhaps, to 
procure caſh, he will reſort to Domiciliary Viſits. He concluded 
by aſking, whether the Bank would have the power cf reſifting any 
Order of Council when iſſued ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as the honourable gentleman 


who had juſt ſat down had declared, that it was not his intention to 


divide the Houſe, it was a matter of doubt in his mind whether he 
ought to trouble the Houſe or not. Something, hawever, ought to 
be faid in anſwer to the honourable gentleman, and therefore he 
would treſpaſs on their time for a moment. He ſaid it was ſome- 
thing ſingular for the honourable gentleman to aſſume, that the pub- 


lie ſafety had no intereſt in the payment of the army. Still more 


extraordinary was the inſinuation, that Government paid the army, 


not for the purpoſes of national defence, but for that of violating 
the law, and oppreſſing the ſubject. The law enacted, that an 
_ army ſhould be kept—Would the honourable gentleman fay, that 
the public creditor was ſafer that the Conſtitution would be ſafer 
that himſelf or any gentleman who fat near him would be ſafer 
that the labourer would be more ſecure of the fruits of his induſtry 
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Vr the foundation of public credit, public ſafety, or individual ſe- 
curity, better protected by the circumſtance of a diſbanded army, 
with arms, and without pay ? As friends to the legal liberty of the 
country, were thoſe the principles which gentlemen would wiſh to 
avow ? For public and conſtitutional purpoſes, the meaſure, as it 
ſtood in the bill, appeared to him, and he hoped would appear to 
the Houſe, to be the moſt ſalutary; and he truſted every man, 
who really regarded the public ſafety, and the ſecurity of the public 
creditor, would give their fiat to the clauſe as it ſtood. And not- 
withſtanding what had been ſaid, he returned to a hope that the 
calm reflection of gentlemen would induce them not to preſs an 
oppoſition to the clauſe. 

Mr. FOX obſerved, that the Miniſter had put it to thoſe who 
fat oppoſite to him, whether as friends to order, they would object 
to the principle of paying the army and navy in ſpecie? He thought 
certainly that the miſchief of objeRting to that principle would be 
great, but that the miſchief of paying the army and navy in ſpecie, 
in preference to the public creditor, would be much greater ; and 
this opinion was ſtrengthened by what he had juſt heard. If ſuch 
was to be the caſe, public credit would not only be deſtroyed, but 
the very foundations upon which it ſtood would be deſtroyed alſo. 
« But has the public ſafety,” ſaid the Miniſter, “no intereſt in 
paying an army which the law has enabled Government to raiſe, 
to diſcipline, and to keep on foot for the public ſervice ? To this 
he ſhould reply, that the law had enabled Government to pay 
them only after they had paid the public creditor ; but now came 
the miſchievous part of the argument, which deſtroyed the very 
foundation upon which public credit reſted. The right honourable 
gentleman had alluded to the diforders that would reſult from a 
diſbanded army. Would the public creditor, he had faid, be fafer 
— would the Conſtitution, would the laws, would the laboùrer be 
ſafer, from the circumſtance of a diſbanded army, with arms in 
their hands, and without pay? Ihe anſwer was plain—The law 
had declared otherwiſe —the law had detcrmined that the publie- 
creditor ſhould be paid in the firſt inſtance, and the militia after 
the public creditor. But this argument of the Miniſter's would 
apply, not to the failure of ſpecie, but to the deficiency of ways and 
means. Suppoſe the ways and means to be inadequate ; the right 
honourable gentleman, if he adhered to this mode of reaſoning, muſt 
be prepared in that caie to ſay, © ſtop the payments to the public 
creditor ! pay him three per cent. inſtead of five, or one per cent. 
inſtead of five.” He might advance in his juſtification, that it 
was neceſſary to pay the army in order to enſure the ſafety of the 
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public creditor. - And here came the miſchief of a tax upon the 
funds. If the public creditor's ſafety depended upon the army being 
paid, upors what principle (ſhould the ways and means be inade- 
quate), could it be ſaid that the public debt ought not to be poſt- 
poned to pay them? And in that caſe, what ſecurity could the pub- 
lic creditor have that he would ever be paid by a Government hav- 
ing ſuch an army at their command? The Conſtitution, he re- 
peated, had declared that the means ſhould be provided for paying 
the public creditor firſt, That the miſchicf of being without an 
army in time of war would be great, he allowed ; that it would be 
great to be without one in time of peace, he doubted ; but the right 
honourable gentleman had been putting extreme caſes. For his 
own part he was of opinion, that proteCting public credit was a 
more likely way to produce an army, than protecting an army was 
to produce public credit ; and that if the preſent meaſur laſted 
more than two months, the conſequences would be fatal. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, as long as he had had the honour 
of a ſeat in that Hauſe, he had never, in the courſe of the moſt 
eventful circumſtances, known a debate ſo ſingularly circumſtanced 
as the preſent. He then ſtated the queſtion to the Houſe, and put 
it to their candour to determine, whether, if the Legiſlature thought 
it neceſſary to keep an army for foreign defence, and he thought that 
army ſhould be paid in ſpecie, for domeſtic ſafety, it muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be for ſiniſter purpoſes ? If the Houſe acted on the principles 
of the right honourable gentleman they would fruſtrate the very 
purpoſes they profeſſed to have in view they would © Keep the 
word of promiſe to the ear, and break it to the fznſe.” Finally he 
ſaid, the whole meaſure was intended merely to give time for the 
public reſources to act; and in the mean time it was the duty of 
every man to adopt every meaſure that could preſerve order, and 
maintain public fecurity, = 

Mr. SHERIDAN conſidered the ſpzech of the Chancellor of 
the Exchcquer, as a direct confeſſion of the eſtabliſiment of a mili- 

ary Government, What would the army fav, when they heard 
the riglit honourable gentleman's arguments? They would ſay this 
—*© The Chancellor of the Exchequer has avowed, that he dares 
not refuſe us, becauſe we have arms in our hands.” What was this 
but acknovledging that the country was under a Deſpotie Govern- 
ment ? The ſoldiers would next inſiſt upon the continuance of 
their allowance of bread ; they would make freſh demands, and 
enforce them, by coming down to the Houſe with arms in their 
hands. | 

Sir MICHAEL LE FLEMING ſpoke to order. Mr. Sheri- 
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dan, he conceived, had ſaid, that the ſoldiers would abide by a par- 
ticular meaſure if they liked it, and if they did not, they would 
come down to the Houſe with arms in their hands. "This he con- 
ſidered as a libel upon the army. 

Mr. SHERIDAN allowed that the worthy Baronet was quite 
right in calling to order, but that unfortunately he had fixed upon 
the wrong perſon. The argument which he had been uſing, was to 
ſhew that the Miniſter had been making invidious diſtinctions be- 
tween the people and the army, and that he thought ſo ill of the 
military as to ſuppoſe that they would inſiſt on being paid in caſh. 
The charge, therefore, againſt the right honourable gentleman was, 
that he had ſpoken of the army as wiſhing to be put on a different 
footing in point of payment from all the reſt of the country. It 
was therefore on this ground that he made ſure of the worthy Ba- 
ronet's vote, for it was the Chancellor who had pronounced a libel 
upon the army, not the perſon who had been called to order. To 
the queſtion reſpeRtiyg the fatetv to be derived from the military, he 
ſhould only reply, that there was but one perſon in the country who 
would not be more ſafe without a military Government. To the 
clauſe in queſtion he wiſhed to object, and to move that the Treaſury 
ſhould have the power of drawing upon the Bank for ſpecie, only 
for the payment of the army and navy abroad. 

Sir MICHAEL LE FLEMING faid, the payment of the army 
was made in ſuch trifſing ſums, that paper could not poſſibly be 
uſed in it. The ſpeech of the honourable gentleman, he ſaid, was 
ſhamefully inflammatory, and intended merely to work up the minds 
of the labouring poor to diſcontent and reſentment againſt the Go- 
vernment. 

Sir W. PULTENEY ſaid, there was more made of this mat- 
ter, on both ſides, than it warranted or required. "The foldiers were 
always paid in change, which was to be had in the places where they 
were quartered, and not from the Bank. The ſoldiers muſt lay out 
all they got, and by that means the change returned back again into 
the hands that it came from. He thought it thould be left on the 
ſame footing as in the navy. 

Mr. WHITBREAD obſerved, that taking the argument of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on the ſubject of paying the army in 
caſh, whilſt the manufacturer and labourer were obliged to accept 


notes, and coupling it with the general conduct of Miniſters, and 5 


in particular with the open declaration of one right honourable gen- 
tleman oppoſite to him (Windham) „ that it might be neceſſary to 
uſe a vigour beyond the law che whole appeared to him extremely 
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alarming. He could not help conceiving that they had ſomething 
in contemplation which was wholly unconſtitutional. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T apologized for riſing fo often, and ſaid, 
that the honourable gentleman had brought againſt him a charge, 
that his language was unconſtitutional, Was it unconſtitutional 
language to ſay, that a ſmall payment of caſh for the public ſervice 
was ſtill in our power, and that it was for the benefit of the public 
creditor, whoſe permanent ſecurity would be aſcertained by it? He 
reminded the honourable gentleman, that his friend (Mr. Sheridan) 
had agreed, that the army and navy abroad ſhould be paid in ſpecie. 
If it was right as applied to a part, was it not right as applied to the 
whole? On this principle, therefore, he referred the honourable 
gentleman to his friend, whether it was conſtitutional language 
or not. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that when he confidered it was the preſent Mi- 
niſters who had plunged us into a war, that their miſconduct and ex- 
travagance in carrying on that war had cauſed the preſent failure of 
the Bank ; and that from the dreadful conſequences of that failure, 
internal tumults and commotions were but too probably to be appre- 
hended ; he owned he felt far from happy in the contemplation of 
what might be in the power of Miniſters to do. After the alarm- 
ing manner in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had argued, in 
juſtification of the meaſure of paying the army in caſh ; after the ver 
unconſtitutional meaſures which Miniſters had hitherto adopted, and 
ſhewn themſclves diſpoſed to purſue, he was by no means eaſy, to 
ſee them poſſeſs ſuch a dreadful engine of power in their hands as an 
army thus paid, in caſe their apprehenſions and fears for their own 
perſonal fafety ſhould lead them to call out that army to reſiſt inter- 
nal tumults and commotions. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he hoped the time was not far off 
when he ſhould ſee the Chancellor of the Exchequer held up as the 
author of all the fatal calamities which have befallen the country, 
and made ſolcly reſponſible for them. It was on this account that 
he had ſaid in a former part of tlie debate, he knew but of one man 
in the Houſe who had occaſion to wiſh to pay the army in cath, 
in order to enſure military protection. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he felt the meaſure then before the 
Committee to be too important to permit him to ſuſpend its pro- 
greſs, by replying to any perſonal obſervations that might be made 
_ againſt him. He had, beſides, another reaſon for avoiding any per- 
ſonal diſcuſſion. The honourable gentleman had ſtated, that he 
had great charges to bring farward againſt him as the author of the 
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diſtreſſes of the country; if fo, the honourable gentleman would for- 
give him if he did not think it neceſſary to make his defence till the 
charges were made. As far as any alluſion had been made to the 
nature of theſe charges, they were now the ſubject of inveſtigation, 
and the day muſt ſoon come when the whole ſubje& would be fully 
diſcufſed, and by the deciſion which the Houſe ſhould give, he 
muſt abide. 

As to the ideas which had been thrown out, of the conviction of 
guilt operating upon his mind—that the army was to be brought 
in to ſuſpend. the functions of Parliament—to affect the ſafety of 
the Conſtitution — to abridge the power of the tribunals, and the 
refpe& due to the laws - whether all or any of theſe objects were 
more likely to be forwarded by the ſpeeches of the honourable gen- 
tleman, or by what had fallen from him, he would leave to the 
Houſe to decide. As to the tone of voice in which he ſpoke, he 
ſhould only fay, that how ſoon ſoever the honourable gentleman 
might think he ſhould be deprived of his vote in that Houſe, or in 
the country, he could not ſay; but this he would declare, that no 
threat ſhould ever prevent him from delivering his ſentiments in 
that Houſe ; he ſhould continue to do what he had always been 
accuſtomed to do—proportion his tone to the ſtate of his feelings 
at the moment. He would always uſe a high tone when he found 
that a high tone was uſed on the other fide, and that too in a bad 
cauſe, But, though he ſhould proportion the loudneſs of his tone 
according to thoſe uſed againſt him, yet he ſhould follow examples 
of calmneſs with much greater ſatisfaction. As to the reſt, if he 
had given offence to the honourable gentleman, he was ſorry for it, 
and tie more ſo, becauſe, the honourable gentleman had a better 
right to be a critic upon manners than any gentleman in the Houſe. 
As to the reſult of the debate, it appeared now likely to terminate 
in the manner he wifhed it, and not according to their hopes. But, 
as thofe gentlemen and he had had the principal ſhare in the debate, 
he muſt either have the vanity to attribute the reſult to the effect 
of his arguments, or elſe he muſt ſuppoſe that che arguments 
of the honourable gentlemen had had the effect of anſwering 
themſelves. 

Mr. FOX earneſtly deprecated, as improper, il|-timed and 1 
corous, the diſcuſſing of ſo trifling a ſubject as, who wiſhed to divide, 
and whether a divifion ſhould be urged or not; eſpecially at a mo- 
ment when a ſubject of ſo ſerious and awful a nature claimed the 
utmoſt attention of the Committee, and when there was a queſtion. 
of the very exiſtence of the country—As to the charges which the 
right honourable gentlemin (Mr. Pitt) ſaid had been infinuated, but 
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could not be brought home againſt him, Mr. Fox declared he had 
no difficulty in ſaying, that if the inquiry now inſtituted into the 
cauſes of the preſent emergency, were impartially gone into, charges 
of the moſt ſerious complexion would be brought to light. As to 
the ſiniſter motives which he complained of being imputed to him, 
it was not eaſy to ſay what ill uſe might be made of an army, when 
popular confuſion might ariſe in conſequence of an event ſo dread. 
ful and momentous as that of the 26th February, 1797-—it was 
impoſſible to ſay what conſequences might enſue from ſuch a ſitua- 
tion; and he was not a wiſe man who limited his fears of the future 
by the hiſtory of what was paſt : for the preſent was a criſis wholly 
unexampled in our annals. Mr. Fox faid, that he ſhould feel 
himſelf a much happier man, if he did not foreſee the calamities 
we had to dread ; not that he feared for his own perſonal ſafety, 
which was nothing, but for his country, which was all in his mind; 
he was ſorry to ſay, it ſtrongly appeared that twelve months would 
not elapſe before ſuch an alarm might ariſe as to leave every reaſon 
to fear the abuſe of a large ſtanding army. Much, it was true, 
might be dreaded from the effects of popular confuſion ; but more 
might as rationally be dreaded from the means employed to quell 
it: theſe dangers he aſſured the Committee, were by no means chi- 
merical, but they were dangers of extreme pcril and alarm. 

The clauſe was then put, and carried without a diviſion. 

The chairman then read the clauſe for fixing the duration of the 
reſtriction on the Bank; upon which, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that whatever difference of opinion 
might prevail reſpecting the various proviſions of the bill, it ſeemed 
to be the almoſt unanimous wiſh that every exertion ſhould be 
ſtrained, and every ſuggeſtion eagerly graſped at, that could promiſe 
any effectual and ſpeedy means to open again the doors of the Bank, 
and reſtore it to its former reputation and ſtability. But as to the 
exact period, he could make no poſitive conjecture : tor he felt it 
difficult to ſay, whether one month, or two, or three, would be better. 
But when he reflected, that it muſt” require ſome time for money to 
circulate back from the country to the Bank, and alſo to be refunded 
from abroad, and from all the other ſources from which its wealth 
may be derived, he could not entertain a firm hope that the reſto- 
ration of the Bank could be other than gradual: he would there- 
fore limit the operation of the _ clauſe to the 24th of 
June, 1797. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY was af opinion, that the longer 
the period was, the heavier would our difficulties grow. It was 
uſcleſs to ſay, that caſh mi git flow back from the country and from 
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abroad ; for while we were waiting for that reflux of ſpecie, our 
deſtruction muſt enſue ; it was impoſſible to reſtore the Bank by 
the balance of trade to which the right honourable gentleman al- 
luded. The theory was falſe, and nothing ſolid could be expected 
from it. Three weeks had already been given to the Bank, and he 
was Willing to grant it one month more ; if then it could not pay, 
we muſt look for ſome other remedy : for that now propoſed would 
be found of no avail. We ſhould be only compelled to prolong the 
reſtriction from one period to another, till our paper met the fate 
of the French aſſignats. 

Mr. ELLISON was averſe to all theories, and wiſhed to hear 
plain ſenſe and plain facts. He was conſcious that he was an inde- 
pendent Member of Parliament, and was not ruled by the opinions 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, much leſs by that bench oppo- 
ſite him (the Oppoſition bench). He entreated an honourable Ba- 
ronet (Sir William Pulteney) to bring forward the remedy, the pa- 
nacea which he ſaid he poſſeſſed, and which, he truſted, would 
prove an efficacious remedy for the preſent evils of the countrv. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, that he made no myſtery 
about the remedy he had to propoſe ; it was no panacea, no noſtrum, 
but what men of experience and knowledge in financial affairs might 
eaſily deviſe ; it was in vain to propoſe his plan at preſent ; for if 
the preſent bill paſſed, with its clauſes ſuch as they now ſtood, 
every remedy that could be propoſed, would be unavailing. He 
was now ready to propoſe his plan, if the nature of the debate and 
the hour of the night would permit it—But he was more deſirous 
that we ſhould make a ſhort pauſe before the clauſe now before the 
Committee was adopted, eſpecially as no poſſible injury could ariſe 
to the Bank from the interpoſition of a ſhort delay. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the honourable Baronet was 
aſſuredly the beſt judge when, and under what circumſtances, he 
ſhould produce his intended plan. He felt extremely anxious to 


hear what it was, as he was ſure that nothing but what was ſolid 


and ſalutary could come from ſo able and diſtinguiſhed a financier ; 
he hoped, therefore, that the honourable Baronet would bring it 
forward with all poſſible diſpatch ; and though he was eager that 
no delay ſhould intervene, yet he would willingly poſtpone the bu- 
ſineſs for a ſhort time, if then the reſult of the honourable Baronet's 
plan could be unfolded to the Houſe. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY was not of opinion that now 
was the moment to preſs his plan; but wiſhed that the diſcuſſion of 
the preſent clauſe might be. poſtponed till Wedneſday. 

Mr. FOX could not think this day, or even Wedneſday, the 
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proper time for deciding on the adoption of the prefent clauſe. In 
his opinion, it wouid not be diſcuſſed till the Houſe had before 
them the Report of the Committee that was inquiring into the 
cauſes that begot the preſent emergency. He would rather fill up 
the blank, and paſs the bill; and when the Report of that Com- 


mittee was brought up and conſidered, then would be the proper 


time for the wor:ny Baronet to ſubmit his plan to the conſideration 
of the Houſe. If, however, the clauſe was now preſſed to a deci- 
fion, he muſt certainly oppoſe it, for he ſaw no uſe in a long period: 
the ſhorter the better—and he would therefore move an amendment, 
that ** inſtead of the 24th of June, the 24th of April, or the Iſt 
of May, ſhould ſtand in the clauſe.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he certainly ſhould oppoſe this 
amendment, becauſe he thought it could not with ſafety be adopted, 
or that any grounds had been laid before the Houſe for inducing 
them to agree to a ſhorter period. By agreeing to the day he had 
propoſed, the Houſe would not put it out of their power to repeal the 
bill, if any fortunate events rendered that poſſible before the 24th 
of June, for there was a clauſe to that effect. He did not wiſh to 
call upon the honourable Baronet to bring forward his motion, ex- 
cept at the time that appeared moſt convenient to him, though he 
certainly felt anxious to hear it; and if he could form a gueſs as to 
the nature of the plan, it was one that could not take effect unleſs in 
the caſe of the complete failure of the Bank. If, however, the Houſe 
was deſirous to have ſome delay before the blank was filled up, he 
certainly ſhould not feel himſelſ inclined to oppoſe it. 

Mr. SHERIDAN could not agree, he faid, with the honourable 
Baronet, that the Bank never could pay again ; he thought, on the 
contrary, they might do fo very well, and in much leſs time than 
that fixed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. This was on con- 
dition, that Ggvernment paid as large a portion of their debt to the 
Bank, as he underſtood they meant to do, notwithſtanding the taunt- 
ing and ſcornful manner in which the right honourable gentleman 
had ſome time fince treated that propofition when made by him. He 
made a fanciful alluſion to the Bank: an elderly lady in the city, of 
great credit and long ftanding, who had lately made a faux pas, 
which was not altogether inexcuſable. She had unfortunately fallen 


into bad company, and contracted too great an intimacy and connec- 


tion at the St. James's end of the town. The young gentleman, 
however, who had employed all his (“ arts of ſoft perſuaſion,” to 
ſeducethis old lady, had fo far ſhewn his defigns, that by timely cut- 
ting and breaking off the connection, there might be hopes for the old 


gentlewoman once more regaining her credit and injured reputation. 
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In order to facilitate this, he ſhould ſupport the amendment of 
his right honourable friend. On the ſame ground he thought, as to 
the plan of the honourable Baronet, that it would be better put off till 
the Committee had made its Report on the cauſes which gave riſe 
to the Order of Council, He alluded to the remote cauſes. The 
proximate cauſes were very plain and well known. Government 
wanted money, and could not do without it. They knew there 
was money in the Bank, and they laid their hands upon it. The 
Bank knew their power, and dared not refuſe it. In the ſame way, 
{aid he, if a highwayman met me on Bagſhot Heath, put a piſtol 
to my breaſt, and demanded my money ; the proximate clauſe is, 
that the highwayman wanted money, and had a pretty certain no- 
tion that there was a ſum in my-pocket. The proximate cauſe of 
the highway man was clearly want of money ; the proximate cauſe of 
my letting him take it from me is, that I feared he would take away 
my life if I denied him. The Houſe were in poſſeſſion, therefore, 
of the proximate cauſe, and the more diſtaat ones we hope to be ac- 
quaimed with ſoon. He hoped, therefore, the honourable Baronet 
would poſtpone his plan till the Committee had made their Report 
on all the catiſes relative to the Order of Council, 

Mr. LUBBOCK faid: For my own part, I have no idea of any 
real want of ſpecie in the kingdom: I offered Mr. Newland to 
pay into the Bank 10,000 guineas, on condition he would repay 
the ſame ſum in ſpecie if I required it; an offer which I really 
did not apprehend he would have refuſed ; and at the ſame time I 
obſerved to him, that I knew thoſe who would pay him, in the 
courſe of a few days, 50,000 guineas on the ſame terms. Sir, for 
for many reaſons, in my opinion, the time the Bank ſheuld open to 
pay again in fpecie, ought to be left to the judgement of the Governor 
and Directors, without fixing any ſpecific time, as the naming any 
certain day might be particularly injurious to the country bankers, 
who would very probably have many of thoſe who held their notes 
calling on that day for their money ; whereas if no particular day, 
was fixed, and the Bank began to pay ſpecie without ſuch notice, all 
would go on gradually and ſmoothly : that, I was convinced, with 
a very little aſſiſtance, that the Bank might go on as uſual immedi- 
ately, and diſcoupt freely; it 3,000,000 were added to their 
capital, it would enable the Bank to diſcount to a much larger 
amount, which would more than accommodate. the commercial 
world; and I would venture to be d——d if fuch a ſum would 
not be ſubſcribed in twenty-four hours : this would put all to 
rights: and I wiſh it was in my power to ſubſcribe. 1, 00, oo to 
ſo advantageous a concern; it I had the pleaſure of ſuch a one to 
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direct, I ſhould have no doubt of making a very handſome profit 
by it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he roſe to notice the only new 
point in the diſcuſſion ; that the time being ſo diſtant, the Bank 
would not make arrangements to complete the buſineſs at a ſhorter 
period. The anſwer to this was, that the Bank could not ſee that 
clauſe, without alſo ſeeing, that, by the bill, a proviſion was reſerved, 
by which the Houſe could ſhorten the duration of the bill, if they 
judged proper. 

Mr. DENT thought, that the connexion between the Govern- 
ment and the Bank ought to be prevented, and that the debt of 
11, ooo, ooo ſhould be diſcharged ; this, he conceived, would go 


a great way to reſtore public credit. 


Mr. FOX ſaid, that if the 24th of June was named in the bill, 
and the Houſe, at any ſhorter period, ſhould think it neceſſary to ſtop 
the farther operation of the proviſion, and if, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, the Bank ſhould petition againſt that meaſure, it would cer- 
tainly be difficult to refuſe the prayer of the petition. Another 
reaſon for the 1ſt of May, in preference to the 24th of June, was, 
that by that time, probably, the Report of the Committee would be 
brought up, and conſidered by the Houſe ; then the Houſe would 
be better able to judge what meaſures were neceſſary. 


Mr. HARRISON ſpoke in favour of the ſhorter period, and 


faid, that infinite miſchiefs might ariſe from parties not being able 
to pay in caſh ; they might loſe the benefit of their contracts, and 
be ſubjected to the expences of actions, * becauſe they could 


not find caſh. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that when the Report was before 
the Houſe, his learned friends would move to introduce a bill to 
prevent thoſe effects. 


Mr. WILLIAM BIRD thought that monthly diſcuſſions upon 


the ſubject would be attended with evil effects. 
Mr. CURWEN thought the Houſe ſhould do no more than 


abſolute neceſſity required. He thought it not Tight, in the firſt 


inſtance, to adopt the longer period; z it was giving an improper 
confidence. 


The Committee then divided upon Mr. Fox's amendment ; 


the numbers were: For the amendment, 88 ; Againſt it, 218. 
Majority, 130. 

The report was ordered to be received on Monday ; and the 
Houſe immediately adjourned. 


8. 


the 
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Monday, 27th March. 


Mr. Alderman ANDERSON begged to call the attention of the 
Houſe to a ſubject of the utmoſt importance—he meant the price 
of bread. He faid, the price of wheat was now happily at ſuch a 
rate that bread might be ſold extremely cheap. He was, however, 
ſorry to ſtate, that there were ſome practices prevalent which pre- 
vented its being reduced as low as it might be, and which, there- 
fore, called for the ſerious conſideration of the Houſe. It was well 
known, that the return of the price of wheat was always taken from 


the ſale of Monday, and it was contrived that the price of bread - 


ſhould be taken from that day's return; Wedneſday and Friday 
were alſo market days; but on theſe days was the worſt wheat ſold, 
and the beſt on Monday, and conſequently at the higheſt price. But 
by mixing the inferior wheat with the ſuperior ſort, very contidera- 
ble advantages were gained. Upon theſe grounds he ſhould move 
for leave to bring in a bill to explain and render more effectual the 
act for regulating the price of bread. © 

Leave was given to bring in the bill, and the Members for the 
city of London were ordered to prepare and bring in the ſame. 

Mr. ABBOT poſtponed the conſideration of the Report of the 
Committee to conſider of the beſt means for promu'gating the 
ſtatutes until th's day ſe'nnight, on account of the preſſure of buſi- 
neſs, which rendered it impoſſible for the printer to be ready with a 
ſufficient number of copies of the Report. 

Colonel PORTER poſtponed his motion relative to the 8 
of Southwark to ſome future day, on account of a caſe now before 
the Houſe, which was ſimilar to that of the borough. . He did not 
wiſh to bring forward any propoſition in the Houſe, the determi- 
nation of which might affect the opinion of a Committee upon that 
point. He ſhould have intimated-this intention ſooner, had he re- 
ceived earlier information of the cafe to which he alluded. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the Report of the Committee on the 
Bank Bill The amendment being read, 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid he had a clauſe: to: offer, on "as 


ſubject of which a great deal had been ſaid in the courſe of the diſ- 


cuſſion of this bill, from which he collected there would be no dif- 
ference of opinion with regard to the clauſe ; he meant a clauſe. 
providing that Bank notes ſhould be received in payment by the 


collectors, in every branch of the revenue. He had another clauſe 


to which he ſolicited the attention of the Houſe, the ſubject matter 


of which had undergone a conſiderable ſhare of diſcuſſion in the 
progreſs of the preſent bill ; on that clauſc he wiſhed. gentlemen to 
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deliver their opinion, for it went to regulate, to a certain extent, the 
mode in which Bank notes ſhould be received in individual tranſac- 
tions. This was a matter of great importance, and it could not be 
too much canvaſſed. The regular mode of proceeding, as he un- 
derſtood it, would be, that the bill be rccommitted ; for which pur- 
poſe he ſhould bring up the clauſes, the ſubſtance of which be had 
thus ſhortly opened. 
The SPEAKER obſerved, that if the bill hould be recammitred, 
every Member would of courſe be at liberty in chat Committee to 
propoſe any clauſe ; and therefore the regular torin of the motion 
ſhould be, that this bil} be recommitted, for the purpoſe of re- 
ceiving ſuch additional clauſes as may be offered.“ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer having made his motion 
in this form, the Houſe reſolved itfclf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT then propoſed his firſt clauſe, © That 
the collectors of the public revenue, &c. ſhall receive in payment 
Bank notes, &. That this clauſe ſhall be made part of this bill 
during the continuance of the reſtriction on the Bank not to iſſue 
caſh, &c. — Agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then propoſed the other clauſe. As it 
related to a matter of conſiderable importance, he wiſhed the atten- 
tion of the Committee to be direQcd to it. He ſhould as clearly 


and as conciſely as he could, explain the ſubſtance of the clauſe 
which he was about to offer to the conſideration of the Committee. . 
It had reference to the ſituation of perſons who may offer, in pay- 6 
ment of their debts, Bank notes, and may have nu means of paying : 
their debts in caſh. He begged it to be underſtood, that the clauſc 5 
did not go the length of making Bank notes a legal tender, nor to 1 
take away the power of the creditor to purſue, in the courſe of legal £ 
proceſs, means to obtain payment of his demand in caſh, The ( 
Whole ſubſtance of the clauſe was this: If any man offered a Bank Q 


note in payment of a demand, that offer ſhould do away the effect 
of a perſonal arreſt in the firft inftance. The other proceſs of the 
"Aw ſhould take its courſe to the attainment of judgement, as if this 5 
clauſe had never been projected, in the fame manner as when any : 
man ſues for his debt without arreſting the perſon of his debtor. It = 
only faved the holder of a Bank note from the inconvenicnce of giv- c 
ng bail to an action upon depoſiting the Bank note. The condition + 
of the creditor would be this: that the Bank note hall ſtand as a 
; for his demand until he ſhall, in due courſe of law, obtain 


his judgement. When we conſidered the probable effect of the 
prfierat feeling which he was glad to obſerve had gone abroad, and 


* 


. 


Maxch 27.] DEBATES. I53 


which was manifeſted by the reſolutions of different opulent ſocieties 
to receive Bank notes as caſh in payment, this depoſit would be a 
good ſoeurity to the creditor in the courſe of his legal proceſs, with- 
out even bindirs; him eventually to take it after he ſhall have ob- 
tained his judgement for his debt. 

The clauſe was brought up, and read a firſt time; upon the 
queſtion for the ſecond dice 

Mr. FOX ſaid, he did not riſe to object to this clauſe. With- 
out pretending to be learned in caſes of legal ſubtlety, he might 
venture to allege, that he was not one of thoſe who admired the 
policy of an arreſt in the firſt inſtance, in order to obtain payment of 
a demand. He did not agree with thoſe who thought that practice 
the moſt effiacious mode of ultimately ſuiting the convenience of 
even the creditor, to ſay nothing of the intereſt of the debtor. He 
meant only to ſtate a few obſervations on the ſubject, as it preſented 
itſelf in a general view. It muſt be obvious to the Committee, 
that formerly when men received in payment of their demands a 
Bank note, they received that which they were not accuſtomed to 
receive, namely, that ſort of paper for which, when they pleaſed, 
they might have money. This new regulation was leaving to a 
man no choice as to the mode in which he was to be paid, or even 
in which he was to have ſecurity for the payment of his demand. 
This was a cafe for which, perhaps, there was no remedy, and we 
were left only in a condition to lament it. If one man had a de- 
mand upon another for 1,000l. and he proceeded againſt him, he 
could, under this clauſe, have no other ſecurity than that of a Bank 
note; a very good ſecurity he hoped it would be; but, then, if he 
took it, and owed another the ſame ſum, and that other did not chuſe 
to take it, he muſt incur the penalty which would attend the litiga- 
tion of that demand. All this was a ſerious evil to every perſon 
who ſhould have the misfortune to be involved in it ; he wiſhed 


the Committee to conſider the caſe fully, for he was much afraid we 


ſhould ſoon be under the neceſſity of carrying the caſe farther ; and 
it was impoſlible to foreſee what effe the "whole of theſe circum- 
ſtances might ultimately have upon public credit. We were 


brought into a ſituation in which difficulties would every day be 
more numerous, and our remedies every day fewer and fewer. 


What conclufion did he draw from all this? That we ſhould fix, 
for the whole of the operation of this bill, as ſhort a duration as pol- 
fible. He did not pretend to ſay that the obſervations he had now 


advanced were to be conlidered as arguments, he offered them 


merely as ſuggeſtions. 
Vox. II. 


Mr. HUSSEY was glad that Bank notes were not propoſed 0 
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be mad: legal tenders, becauſe the miſchief of that would be ob- 
vious. What he was going to ſtate he did with the beſt motives in 
the world, that of ſerving his country. Of the propriety of his 
meaſure, the Committee ſhould judge. It was voon the beſt au- 
thority in this country, Adam Smith. He faid, that “the funded 
debt of a nation was a ſource of capital ;” and in that view he alfo 
took it. He did not agree with thoſe who talked of the neceſlity 
of increaſing the circulating medium of a country, without con- 
ſidering the real wealth of that country. No medium, whether 
countenanced by Government or not, was worth any thing, but as it 
was the repreſentative of real wealth. All other repreſentatives 
were really worth nothing. He had nothing to fay againſt the Di- 
reQors of the Bank, nor any thing at preſent upon the circum- 
ſtances which brought us into our preſent ſituation. His object was 
to deviſe means by which we might have a chance of getting out of 
it as ſpeedily as poſſible. Our object now appeared to him to be 
that of aiding the circulation of valid paper, which was founded on 
a ſolid ſecurity, namely, the pledge of the national faith to the pro- 
Prietor of the funds. He therefore propoſed, that any man poſſeſſing 
1 ool. in the 3 per cents. or any other ſum, ſhould have, to that 
amount, by applying at the Bank, an authentic document of the 
value of his property at the fair marketable price of it at the time 
of the application. This would enable any man to raiſe money 
ypon the moſt ſolid ſecurity. This appeared to him to be the way 
to aid trade, for, by this, activity might be given to a capital of four 
hundred millions of funded property. This might be deemed a 
fooliſh, plan; but as he thought it otherwiſe, he conceived he 
had done his duty in ſubmitting it to the conſideration of the Com- 
mittee. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING doubted very much whether thoſe 
who brought forward this bill underſtood the extent of the operation 
it would have, A vaſt maſs of the circulating property in this 
country was applicable to the payment of foreign bills of exchange, 
for which the preſent bill was not at all adapted. What was a 
party to do on whom a foreign bill of exchange, payable in gold and 
filver, was drawn when that bill became due? If he had nothing but 
Bank notes, his bill would be proteſted for non-payment. The 
eyent would go abroad ; the bill would be returned as having been 
diſhonoured, and the credit of the party would be ruined for ever. 
One individual might have a thouſand of theſe bills (and this was 

. Hot over-ſtating the matter): what was to be done in ſuch caſe? 
He was not ſtating a thing that was merely likely to happen, for 
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courſe of their profeſſion, derived advantages from the publication 
of it, namely, thoſe who had a commiſſion to note and proteſt bills 
for non-payment. This was a thing which ought to he attended to 
very ſeriouſly, for it affected the whole of our foreign trade. He 
ſaw no means by which this evil could be avoided but by making 
Bank notes a legal tender, : 

Mr. DENT was of opinion that Bank notes might be made a 
legal tender while the preſent ſuſpenſion laſted. It alſo appeared to 
him adviſeable that ſome meaſure ſhould be adopted for limiting 
the number of Bank notes, though he had heard that the preſent 
difficulty was cauſed becauſe there were not Bank notes enough in 
circulation. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that with reſpe& to making Bank 
notes a legal tender, he underſtood that it was almoſt a univerſal 
opinion in the Houſe, that if it was poſſible to meet the preſent dif- 
culty without taking that ſtep, it ought to be done. Upon a ſubject 
of this ſort, there was ſo much difficulty, and ſo much uncertainty, 
that no man could ſpeak with great confidence upon it. But as long 
as the circulation reſted upon paper taken by general conſent, he 
thought it would not be adviſeable to have it taken by compulſion, 
which might have an injurious effect, and was at preſent ſuper- 
fluous. They had ſeen that, during the month which had elapſed 
fince the ſuſpenſion, paper had been willingly and univerſally re- 
ceived. - The effects of this were ſo beneficial, that there was little 
reaſon to apprehend that the Public would not endeavour to con- 
tinue it until the ſuſpenſion ſhould be removed : he therefore 
hoped, that the honourable gentleman would not compel the Houſe 


to diſcuſs a queſtion of that kind; becauſe, at this moment, it 


would not only be uſeleſs, but improper. The other part of what 
fell from the honourable gentleman was foreign to the clauſe then 
before the Committee, and related to the limitation of Bank notes. 
But upon that ſubject it would be neceffary to aſcertain that the 
Bank had ifſued too many; but he did not underſtand that any idea 
of that ſort was prevalent. It appeared to him, that during the 
preſent ſuſpenſion, a number of Bank notes were neceſſary, not 
only for the purpoſes of trade, but alſo as contributing much to-the 
reſtoration of the Bank to its former ſtate. He did not ſuppoſe that 
the honourable gentleman wiſhed the number'of Bank notes ſhould 
be ſo reduced as not to leave a ſufficient number for the purpoſes 


of commerce. The preſent difficulty had ariſen, not from too 


great a number being in circulation, but from too few ; and there- 

fore, under the preſent circumſtances, he ſaw no reaſon for limiting 

theme He had the pleaſure to add, that the bankers were perfect 
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ſatisfied with the clauſe which was before the Committee, as it gave 
them as mueh ſecurity as they deſired to have; to go farther now he 
thought would be imprudent. 
Mr. FOX agreed with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that 
the Committee could not go to any length that was not neceſſary 
in forcing the circulation of paper; but as to jealouſy of Bank notes, 
he thought they could not be free from that fort of jealouſy which 
attended the iſſuing them, when it was known that no cath was to 
be expected in exchange for them at the Bank until the expiration 
of the preſent bill; no other jealouſy did ke preſume to fay attached 
to them. As to the time when the bill expired, and whether then 
caſh would be had for them at the Bank, that was entirely matter 
of conjecture, upon which at preſent there ncither was nor could be 
any evidence before the Committee. The neceſſity which pro- 
duced the firſt Order in Council might produce its continuance be- 
yond the period of the preſent bill ; and therefore, upon the ground 
of public ſecurity, there was nothing to reſt upon. He muft there- 
fore repeat what he had often alleged, that there never would be 
any ſecurity for the country until its credit ſhould be reſtored. He 
had no difficulty in ſaying, that if it were poſſible for us ro-morrow 
to have choice whether we ſhould get thirty or forty millions in 
ſpecie, to enable the Bank to pay in caſh all the notes that were 
iflued ; or have no more ſpecie than we have at preſent, but be able 
to reſtore public credir, he ſhould prefer the reſtoration (if that were 
poſſible) of public credit to the influx of ſuch an immenſe quantity 
of wealth. That reſtoration of credit was nct to be obtained by 
wealth, but by confidence ; that wealth, when acquired, ſhould be 
devoted to the payment of the public creditor, in preference to ad- 
vancing it to Government. The Public mul have ſome pledge of 
that kind before their confidence would return. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe only to make a ſhort obſervation. 
As to making the ſuſpenſion as ſhort as poſſible, it was a point upon 
which there could not be two opinions. But the only point in dif- 
pute was, before they could attain that object, what ſyſtem of mea- 
ſures they ſhould adopt in order to accelerate it ? They ſhould not 
begin by deceiving the Public, by holding out too ſhort a period, 
which muſt create great diſappointment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN HOBHOUSE ſaid: Sir, the right honour- 
able the Chancellor of the Exchequer has informed us, that the 
bankers are perfectly ſatisfied with the preſent clauſe, which, in taſe 
of a refuſal to diſcharge their notes in ſpecie, protects them, in the 
firſt inſtance; from perſonal arreſt. I am not inclined to. diſpute 


the veracity of the right honourable gentleman 3 but I muſt - ſay, 
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that the conduct of the bankers fills me with aſtoniſhment. Not: 
withſtanding this clauſe, they are liable for their inability to pay in 
ſpecie, brought upon them by the Order of Council, to action upon 
action; nav, they are at the mercy of every petty- fogging attorney, 
who may ſtrike a docquet againſt them, and work a commiſſion of 
bankruptey. If the bankers be /«t:5fied with this expoſed fituationz 
it muſt he from a conviction that they had it not in their power to 
| make it better. Nothing but a law, declaring Bank notes to be 
legal tender of payment, can relteve the bankers and the trading 


| 
| part of the community from the hardſnips to which they are now 
\ ſubject ; but the remedy would introduce worſe evils than thoſe it 
r was intended to remove. I {hall refrain, however, from touching 
- upon this ſubject, ſinee the Houic appears unwiiling to enter at pre- 
. ſcat upon the diſcuſſion. 
- Mr. Alderman CURTTS declared that the honourable gentle= 
man was miſtaken in ſuppoſing that a retuſal to pay in ſpecie was an 
act of bankruptcy ; and added, that he knew the bankers were 
e thoroughly ſatis fied with the preſent clauſe. | 
e Mr. HOBHOUSE roſe, and ſaid, that he ſtood acted by 
the honourable gentleman, and was ready candidly to acknowledge 
n his error. A refuſal to pay in ſpecie was not an act of bankruptcy, 
e unleſs the party refuſing ſhould remain unbailed for two months. 
le But he contended, that, notwithiſtanding this miſtake, his argument 
re was ſtill good; that bankers were not relieved from the riſque of 
ty continual proſecutions, and it ws moſt wonderful, therefore, that 
V they ſhould be contented with the clauſe, now the ſubject of 
bc debate. 
d- Sir FRANCIS BARING expreſſed his thorough averſion to all 
of ſyſtems of ſpeculation in paper money; their fatal effects, he ex- 
einplified, by what had befallen the Ayr Bank, where more paper 
n. was iſſued than the country required; and where it was no ſooner 
on iſſued, but it returned again to the Bank, till it fell to a diſcount of 
il three or four per cent. As far, however, as the iſſuing of paper, 
A- to a certain extent, went to facilitate commercial een, he 
wot was by no means inclined to oppoſe it. | 
0d, Mr. Chancellor PIT T contended, that the iſſuing of paper, if 


reſtrained within its due limits, was productive of the beſt advantages; 

but more ſhould not be iſſued than the country required; thus the 

example of the Ayr Bank did not apply on the preſent caſe. ' The 
only limits that ought to circumſcribe the accommodation of the 
Bank, were, in his opinion, the extent of the ſcale of commerecg 
and the nature of the ſecurities on which accommodations ſhould 
be granted. The iſſue ſhould, therefore, be reſtrificd only-withia * 
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the capital of the Bank, and on due and ſolid ſecurity. Theſe were 
the rules on which the Bank had hitherto ated ; nor was there 
any thing in the preſent meaſure which required any deviation of 
them. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that, as the dividends of the public ere- 
ditor were now to be paid in Bank notes only, it was natural to ſup- 
poſe, that ſuch payment would require a larger circulation of paper, 
than when they might have been paid partly, or entirely, in ſpecie, 
This ifſue of paper muſt therefore increaſe daily, as long as the pre- 
ſent reſtriction continued to operate on the Bank. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT could not think, that what the hons6ur- 
able gentlemen alluded to would, in the leaſt, make an immediate 
iffue of freſh notes neceffary, as the revenue would be daily receiv- 
ing paper, and the paper would be as regularly returning to the 
Bank. 

Mr. HUSSEY was ſorry that no gentleman had condeſcended to 
take notice of the obſervations he had ventured to throw out. If 
the Committee would but reflect, they could not but ſee, that it 
was very hard that the Bank ſhould receive intereſt from Govern- 
ment for the money which the public creditor had entruſted to their 
hands, while the real Proprietor of it was deprived of the advantage. 
He ſtill thought, that the holders of the ſtock ſhould receive divi- 
dends from the Bank equivalent to the property they poſſeſſed in the 
funds : for ſuch funds would be the repreſentatives of real property, 
and, as ſuch, held out ſolid and ſufficient ſecurity ; and it was paper 
of that nature that ſhould be brought into circulation, as the real 
aſſets of the country. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT profeſſed himſelf always happy to hear 
the obſervation of every gentleman, eſpecially on an emergency like 


the preſent ; and he was particularly happy in being able to collect 


the ideas of a gentleman ſo eminantly converſant with financial 
ſubjects as the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. The plan, 
however, which was ſuggeſted by that honourable gentleman, would, 
in his mind, come more naturally, or properly, under diſcuſſion, 
when the Houſe ſhould be in poſſeſſion of the Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the cauſes that produced the neceſſity 
of the late Minute of Council. All he would now obſerve, was, 
that the paper alluded to by the honourable gentleman (Mr. Huſſey) 
would not be more eafily convertible into caſh than the Bank notes; 
nor would it be a better repreſentative of real value; for che one 
was affuredly not more fictitious than the other. 

Mr. HUSSEY diſclaimed any intention of applying the epithet, 


UGoUy "to the notes of the Burk of England. 
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Mr. FOX ſaid, that he would now move the clauſe, of which 
he give notice the other night, reſpecting the iſſuing of money from 
the Bank for the uſes of Government, in its foreign relations. He 
would not tie it down by any reſtrictive qualifications, leaving it to 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to propoſe ſuch qualifi- 
cations as to him ſhould appear neceſſary and proper. He then 
moved a clauſe, to the following effect: That it ſhall not be 
lawful for the Bank to iſſue any caſh by way of loan to Govern» 
ment, for any foreign power, pending the operation of the reſtriction 
now laid on the Bank by the late Minute of Council.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he felt no objection to the 
principle of the clauſe ; it was his with, as it was his object, and 
the object of the united exertions of the Houſe, and of the country, 
that the advances of the Bank ſhould be reduced rather than in- 
creaſed, during its preſent ſtate of embarraſſment. But, ſhould the 
clauſe now propoſed, be admitted, without any qualification or ex- 
ception, very material inconvenience might ariſe to the public ſervice. 
It was not now the time to enter into any diſcuſſion of the probabi. 
lity of any new demands being made ; but he muſt again repeat, 
that very ſerious miſchief might enſue from Government being ſud- 
denly deprived of this ſource of raifing money on Exchequer Bills. 
There ſhould, therefore, ſome exception be introduced into the 
clauſe, conferring a power of ifſuing money to a limited amount, 
ſuppoſe 600,0001. and that only on the credit of the Exchequer 
Bills already authorized by a vote of Parliament. 

Mr. FOX could not bring himſelf to approve of the exception. 
The Bank had already been too forward in making advances on the 
credit of loans ; but they would tender a much greater ſervice to the 
country by being more cautious and backward in making ſuch ad- 
vances ; he hoped, however, they would be warned by what had 
recently paſſed. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought the ſum too large, and withed to 
be informed whether the 5 o0, oool. voted by Parliament as a ſub- 
ſidy to the Emperor, was already paid, or whether this was to con- 
ſtitute a part of it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that no part of this 600,000l. was 
applicable to the payment of that ſum to the Emperor. The Em- 
peror had been paid the whole of that ſum. 

Mr. NICHOLLS moved for leave to bring up a clauſe for li- 
miting the atnount of the debts which the Bank might be allowed 
to contract during a continuance of the preſent bill. He faid that, 
antecedent to the failure of the Bank there was a natural limitation 


to the iſſue of Bark bills, viz, that if more were iſſued than were 
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wanted for the purpoſes of commercial intercourſe, the holders of 
the bi!'s could carry them in and demand caſh. The preſent bil] 
would take away this natural reſtriction ; it was therefote neceſſary 
to ſubſtitute ſome poſitive reſtriction. To what ſum the Bank ſhould 
be reſtricted, he did not himſelf mean to ſuggeſt. He had left the 
blank to be filled up by His Majeſty's Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer; and if the ſum which might be fuggeſied by him was not 
very much out of proportion, he would acquieſce in it.” It muſt 
ſtrike every one that, if the bill paſted githout ſuch reſtriction, the 
Bank was converted into a mint, which might coin Bank bills to 
any amount. He faid, His Majeſty's Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had expreſſed his hopes, that the bill would be of fhort duration. It 
was not the decifion of that Houſe that it ſhould terminate on the 
24th of June, which could fix a period to the duration of the bill. 
When the bill was once paſſed, it muſt continue, until the Bank 
could meet the demands of its creditors with caſh, and to enable 
them to meet the demands of their creditors, it was neceſſary to 
reftrain them from inereaſing the amount of their debts. It had 
been ſaid, that the Bank would make a moderate uſe of the unli- 
mited power entruſted to them. The French Government had at 
firſt made a moderate uſe of the power of iſſuing aſſignats; but their 
neceſſities ſoon compelled them to iſſue them with profuſion. 

Mr. Chancellor PII T objected to the clauſe as a matter already 
diſeuſſed, and wiſhed it to be poſtponed to a future occaſion, when 
the Report of the Sceret Committee now fitting on the ſubject 
ſhould be before the Houſe. 

Mr. NICHOLLS replied to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
that it was true that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had conſented 
to a limitation of the open and direct loans from the Bank. to Go- 
vernment, but it was ill poſſible that the Miniſter might obtain 
money from the Bank covertly and indirectly. The Minitter might 
open a loan, and the Miniſter's friends might fill that loan, rely ing 
that through the Miniſter's influence, they ſhould obtain money 
from the Bank, cither on the diſcount of bills, or by a pledge of 
their ſcrip. 

Mr. THORNTON faid, it was impoſſible to fit and hear ſuch 
inſinuations. He, aſſerted that no Miniſter, nor any authority on 
earth, ever had or ever ſhould control the conduct of the Director: 
of the Bank in giving accommodation to individual mcrchants by 
the way of diſcount ; the direct contrary was the fact. The Di- 


rectors had ever maintained the utmoſt independence in the matter, 


and he was perſuaded they would ever do ſo in regard to the limi- 
tation propoſed by the clauſe ; he argued, that it would be wholly 
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unneceſſary, becauſe the DireQors were the beſt judges to what ex- 
tent their iſſue of paper ſhould be made, which muſt be regulated 
by prudence, inaſmuch as they would have to diſcharge it in ſpecie 
whenever the prefent reſtriction ſhould be removed, which was but 
for a ſhort time fixed. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faw an evident diſtinction between the 
iſſue of our Bank paper, and that of aſſignats. The aſſignats were 
iſſued as a mere engine of finance: the reverſe was the caſe here; 
for here the iſſue was reſtrained by the very laſt clauſe, during the 
continuance of the preſent bill. But he declined diſeuſſing this ſub- 
ject now, becauſe he thought that diſcuſſion would be more ih ſeaſon, 
after the Finance Committee had made their Report. 

Mr. NICHOLLS replied, that however the honourable Direc- 
tor might be hurt with the obſervation, it was known that the dif- 
counts at the Bank were a matter of favour ; that the influence of 
the Miniſter with the Bank Directors was a matter which could not 
be denied; that the preſent was not exactly the time for inquiry 
into the conduct of the Bank Directors, but that he had no ſeruple 
to ſay, that at ſome future period their conduct ought to be inquired 
into; and that according to the preſent appearance, the influence 
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had exerciſed over the Bank 
Directors, affected all the parties with criminality. 

Mr. FOX obſerved in reply to Mr. Thornton, that however 


ſhort the preſent operation of the bill might be, it muſt be co-exten-- 


five with the neceſſity ; ; and therefore, in caſe the neceſſity for re- 
ſtraining the payment in ſpecie continued beyond the 24th of June, 
the bill muſt be renewed. He reprobated the ſort of language which 
the honourable gentleman had uſed, fince after the late diſcredit of 
the Bank he could not conceive the directors were the moſt proper 
perſons to judge of the limitation, If the Bank had lent only on 
good ſecurities, he did not ſee how the capital could be diminifhed; 
for the ſurplus of 3, 800, oool. ſtated in the Report would ſtill re- 
main, though the Bank were to diſcount bills to the amount of 
20,000,0001. The Bank might not hitherto have diſcounted bills 
of individuals on the recommendation of Government ; but after 
what they had ſeen, men muſt ſhut their eyes wilfully if they did not 
know that the recommendation of Government might have great 
weight, as in the new loan for inſtance, where he doubted whether 
the Bank would adyance to individuals on ſerip, until recommended 
by Government. He was for a large limitation rather than a ſmall 
one, but urged that ſome ſort of limitation ought at all events to be 
made, becauſe it would do good fo far, that it would tend to reſtore: 
the confiderice and credit of the m—_ 
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Mr. RYDER maintained that the authority of an Order in 
Council, on which the whole of this meaſure was founded, was next 
in authority to that of an act of Parliament. This he ſaid to ſliew 
the propriety of the Bank obeying it; for it was a very different 
thing from that of the opinion of any Miniſter whatever, however 
ſolemnly expreſſed. And this ſhewed there was no reaſon for ap. 
prehending that the dictates of a Miniſter ſhould be binding upon 
the DireQors of the Bank at any future period. He thought the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) had confounded two things 
totally diſtint—the private influence which a miniſtry might be 
ſuppoſed to have with the Bank, and their compliance with ſuch a 
public requiſition as an Order of Council, 

Mr. FOX ſaid he had not confounded the things in his ideas, if 
Fe had done it by chance in his expreſſions 3 but with reſpect to the 
diſcretion of the Bank to conduct their own affairs, he replied thus; 
that there was a great difference in their ſituation between now and 
then when they fulfilled all their engagements. 

Mr. MANNING diſapproved of gentlemen endeavouring to 
criminate the Bank Directors before the Report of the Committee 
on the cauſes of the neceſſity was made, and recommended them to 
ſuſpend their judgement as Jurics do till the criminality be proved, 
As ſome alluſions had been made to the difference of aſſiſtance pre- 
tended to have been given by the Bank to Government in 1782, 
and at the preſent time, he undertook to ſtate that the Bank lid 
always aQed ſa impartially, that the difference did not exceed 
300,000. ; ſor the amount of aſſiſtance given hy the Bank to Go- 
vernment in 1783 was 10,300,000l.—and in 1790 it was 
I0,600,00Gl. out of which the unclaimed dividends to the amount 
of 376,0001. were to be deducted. If the Bank narrowed its 
aſſiſtance in 1783, it was guided entirely by the ſtate of its affairs, 
which were leſs aftiuent than now; though he had to remind the 
Houſe, that in 1796 it had refuſed to take in the payments of the 
Joan of 18,000,0001l. He concluded by objecting to the clauſe, 
becauſe he conceived the iſſue of paper ſhould be left to the conſli- 
tutional control of the Bank Proprietors, and to no other. 

Mr. FOX wiſhed to know how he was to argue, if he were to 

wait for the Report of the Committee, when gentlemen ſay the 
Bank Directors ought not to be ſubject to any control, after * had 
failed in their engagements to the Public ? 

Mr. NICHOLLS' clauſe was then negatived, and the Com- 
mittee reſolved that the other clauſes ſhould be added to the bill, 
and the Chairman was ordered to bring up the Report to-morrow. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought the Committee of Inquiry ſhould 
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have been ordered to eſtimate the amount of the expected expences 
for the preſent year, and previous to giving notice of a motion which 
he might poſſibly bring forward reſpeQing the ſubſidy of 500,000]. 
granted to the Emperor, part of which he thought had been paid 
fince the late calamity, he wiſhed to know whether farther advance 
were intended to be made during the preſent preſſure to complete 
that ſum ? | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that farther advances would not 
certainly be made at this important criſis without coming before 
Parliament. 

Mr. SHERIDAN gave notice, that he ſhould on Friday next 


bring forward his motion. 


Tueſday, 28th March. 


On the order of the day being read, for receiving the Report of 
the Committee on the Bank Indemnity Bill, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he wiſhed for ſome farther time to 
conſider of the inſertion of a clauſe, to permit, under certain reſtrie- 
tions, perſons who had depoſited caſh in the Bank, to draw back 


their money during the prohibition on the Bank to anſwer demands 


on them in ſpecie ; he therefore moved, that the Report of the 
Committee be received on Thurſday next. —Agreed to. 

Mr. SHERIDAN gave notice, that he ſnould defer the motion, 
which he informed the Houſe yeſterday he intended making on Fri- 
day, till Tueſday. 

Mr. DUDLEY RYDER moved the ſecond reading of the bill 
to allow the exportation of corn. 

Mr. Alderman COMBE and Mr. WHITBREAD contended 
that the fall in the price of grain had been owing in ſome meaſure 
to the prohibition, and thought that the repeal ought not to take 
place ſo ſoon. Mr. Whitbread moved, that it be read this day 
month, 

Mr. RYDER ſaid, that the effect of the bill would not neceſ- 
ſarily occaſion exportation. 

Mr. YORKE ſeemed to coincide with Mr. Whitbread. 

The Houſe divided: For the Amendment, 24; Againſt it, 59. 

The bill was them read a ſecond time. 


Colonel WOOD ſaid, that in the preſent critical fituation of 
public affairs, and at a time when not merely unanimity, but the 
exertions of every man in this Houſe, of every man in this country, 
were effential towards extricating us from our preſent difficulties, 
he would neither agitate any queſtion which could be WP to in- 
A 2 
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creaſe our embarraſſments, nor yet allow any imprudent expreſſion 
to eſcape which could be conſtrued to the advantage of the country. 
Senſible as he was no leſs of the importance than of the delicacy of 
the ſubject to which he had at this time preſumed to call the atten- 
tion of the Houſe, he would be careful to regulate his conduct ac- 
cordingly. He obſerved, that in the courſe of the late alarm no man 
in this country were more elamorous againſt Miniſters for their ſu- 
pineneſs and want of exertion, in adopting of proper meaſures for the 
ſecurity of the coaſts, than Members of this Houſe, and moſt of 
them gemlemen who, throughout the preſent war, had ſupported 


Adminiſtration. Under the ſtate of anxiety and uncertainty in 


which the country remained upon a ſubject of the firſt importance, 
it ſeemed to be the unanimous opinion of every gentleman, with 
whom he converſed upon the ſubject, that the Public had not only 
an undoubted right to every infor;nation which Miniſters could 
give, conſiſtent with ſafety, but that the Houſe of Commons was 
the only regulator and proper channel through which ſuch informa- 
tion could either be aſked or obtained; but however unanimous 
gentlemen appeared to be in that opinion, yet no individual fcemed 
diſpoſcd to take any particular ſhare of trouble upon himſelf. How- 
ever much the opinions of thoſe gentlemen may have changed in 
conſequence. of any change of circumſtances, he knew not; but for 
his own part he confeſſed, that nothing which he had fince either 
heard or ſeen induced him to think ſuch an inquiry as he meant to 
propoſe leſs neceflary at this time than what it was fix weeks ago; 
and as it was diſgraceful for a country to be alarmed without any 
cauſe, ſo was it equally uncreditable, in his opinion, for a great 
country like England to remain in a torpid and ſtupid ſtate of inac- 
tivity, at a time when every poſſible exertion was required, to ex- 
tricate her from her difficulties. He begged that the Houſe would 
for a moment conſider the importance of the ſubject to which their 
attention was called—in his opinicn, one of the greateſt magnitude 
which could poſſibly occupy the deliberations of a great and inde- 
pendent nation ; for whenever, in the opinion of the Public, thc 
ſecurity of the country againſt foreign invaders becomes a matter 
of doubt or uncertainty, till ſuch time as the grounds of ſuch an 
opinion be maturely inveſtigated and removed, all diſcuſſion relative 
to internal regulations or improvements appear to him to be highly 
frivolous and unimportant. He begged leave to aſk gentlemen, to 
what cauſe they believed the late univerſal alarm to have been oc- 
cafioned, which unſettled public credit, and which would have 
buried in one general ruin the Bank of England, had not the Mi- 
* nifter interpoſed a violent ſtretch of prerogative,” by which it had 
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received a temporary reprieve from deſtruction? It was neither the 
threats of invaſion, nor yet any exaggerated accounts of the prepa- 
rations of the enemy, that could have produced ſuch an effe& upon 
the minds of the people of England ; for every man was fatisfied 
that our own ſtrength and reſources were ſuch, that if thoſe to whom 
the ſafety of the country is entruſted do their duty, every attempt of 
an enemy muſt ultimately terminate in their diſgrace and deſtruQion. 
In his opinion the occaſion of the alarm was from a very different 
cauſe. The people of England; who not only think, but reafon 
and reflect upon every ſubject of national importance, faw with in- 


finite regret, mortification, and diſappointment, one of the largeſt 


armaments of the preſent age equipped in the port of Breſt for the 
invaſion of Ireland, remain upon her coaſts near three weeks un- 
moleſted, and afterwards return home without the ſmalleſt obſtrue- 
tion; and by the kind interpoſition of Providence that country had 
been preſerved from a calamity, the extent of which no man can 
calculate. He obſerved, that it was painful to recollect the de- 
fenceleſs ſituation in which Ireland continued, not only during the 
whole of the time the enemy was upon the coaſts, but for ſome con- 
ſiderable period afterwards, without any adequate force or ſupplies of 
artillery, arms, or ſtores; and this for months after the Minifter 
had announced to this Houſe, not merely the preparations of the 
enemy, but their actual deſtination againſt that country. With 
ſuch evidence of miſconduct and inattention to the ſafety of Ireland, 
or elſe of moſt unparallelled misfortune in their plans for the ſeeu- 
rity of that country, can gentlemen be at any loſs to account for the 
late univerſal alarm which prevailed in England, upon the near ap- 
proach of a ſimilar viſit, deſtined againſt the coaſts of this iſland? or 
are any ſo very unreaſonable as to expect, that by ſome magical 
power, inattention to the ſecurity of Ireland, would beget confidence 
and reliance on their greater vigilance and attention towards the 
ſafety of England? The right honourable Secretary (Dundas) has 
aſſerted, that the late alarm was entirely unfounded—and fo far he 
was willing to agree with him, that it was carried to a height which 
neither our ſituation nor circumſtances could poſſibly juſtify—bue 
was that right honourable gentleman to be informed that an alarm 
ſpreads like a contagion, to which no man could preſcribe bounds, 
much leſs to ſay that it ſhall exactly go ſo far, and no farther ? 
Under ſuch circurgſtances, it was not the aſſertions of any man, 
however reſpectable from talents and ſituation, that could poſſibly 
ſatisfy the Public, much leſs of Miniſters, who, in caſe of any 
misfortune, muſt be deeply implicated in reſponſibility : their rea- 
ſon and underſtandings muſt be convinced, that not only Miniſters - 


166 - PARLIAMENTARY [Commons. 


have themſelves been vigilant, but that they have had recourſe to, 
and conſulted, thoſe able and experienced naval and military officers 
on whom the country rely ; and that with their advice ſome regu- 
lar plan has been adopted for the general defence of the country, of 
which at preſent there are very great doubts. Upon a former occa- 
fion, when he had noticed that there were. great deficiency of arms, 
he at the ſame time ſtated, that he underſtood the cauſe to be, the 
not paying the manufacturers; which negle& was imputable to the 
Treaſury only, and for whica no poſſible blame could attach to any 
officer in the ordnance department. The noble Marquis at the 


head of that office ſtands juſtly ſo high in the affections and good 


opinion of his country, that every man is ſatisfied that, in whatever 
ſituation he may be placed, his beſt endeavours will be uſed, not 
only for their honour, but for their advantage. 

Since the late alarm, he aſked what farther proofs had Miniſters 
given of their vigilance and attention to the ſecurity of the country:? 
Have depots of arms and ſtores been eſtabliſhed in different parts, 
by means of which the people might be armed, and unite with the 
military in the event of a deſcent, in repelling the invaders * Have 
they made any progreſs towards aſſembling a ſtrong and reſpeQable 
centrical army for the protection of the capital, the rivers Thames 
and Medway, without depending upon the junction of diftant de- 
tached corps, which often may be difficult, and at ſome times im- 
poſſible? Have our ſhips or fleets been ſtationed off the enemies 
ports, where we underſtand preparations have been making ſo as to 
intercept their ſupplies, and to embarraſs their operations? Has any 
proviſion been made for the protection of this great city, and for the 
ſupport of the civil magiſtratcs in the event of its being found ne- 
ceſſary to move the troops towards the capital? On the contrary, 
have not many of the moſt reſpectable inhabitants and houſcholders 
of this great city tendered their ſervices to Government without any 
expence to the nation, and which, although highly approved of and 
commended, yet near two months have elapſed, and not one meaſure 
has been adopted likely to forward ſo defirable an affociation * 
Have not the number of foreigners been permitted to increaſe be- 
yond the bounds of prudence and diſcretion? Thoſe reſpectable 
nobility and clergy of France, who have ſuffered ſo nobly in the 
cauſe of their religion and their King, he truſted, would ever meet 
in this country with that degree of hoſpitality and generoſity to 
which their ſufferings gave them every claim; but if under the re- 
ſpectable name of this deſcription of men we admitted into our 


boſoms ſome of the moſt abandoned villains from the ſchool of 
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Roberſpierre, we ſhould in ſuch caſe deſervedly ſuffer for weakneſs 
and folly. 

As a proof of the attention and vigilance of His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters for the defence of the country, the right honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Dundas) has told us upon a former occaſion, that we had 
at preſent upwards of a hundred thouſand men in arms, and that 
we ſhould have ſoon double this number—alluding, doubtleſs, to his 
expectations from the Supplementary Militia and Proviſional Ca- 
valry ; but if from the firſt hundred thouſand be deduced the 
number of troops ſtationed in Scotland, thoſe in the remote interior 
and weftern counties of England, thoſe about the metropolis, for 
the garriſons of Portſmouth, Plymouth, Jerſey, and Goernſey, and 
with the remainder, it be attempted, as laſt year, to protect an extent 
of coaſt of upwards of ſix hundred miles, he would, in ſuch cafe, 


ſubmit to the good ſenſe of the right honourable gentleman how far 


it would be poſſible to afſemble ſuch a reſpectable centrical army 
as was abſolutely neceſſary for the protection of the capital and its 
dependancies. In regard to the Supplementary militia, they were, 
doubtleſs, a great and reſpectable ſource of national ſecurity to which 
the country could look in the event of any calamity ; but they were 
not by any means that ready and efficient force on which the country 
could rely for immediate protection, as excepting the few counties 
towards the eaſtern coaſt, the aſſembling, uniting, cloathing, arm- 
ing, diſciplining, and incorporating, ſuch a ſcattered body of .men 
would be a work of time.and difnculty. In regard to the Pro- 
viſional Cavalry, he ſaid, that he would be happy if it in any re- 
ſpe& anſwered the expectations of the right honourable gentleman, 
as never was ſo unpopular a meaſure, or one believed to be ſo little 
calculated to afford any adequate degree of ſecurity to the Public. 
Under thoſe circumſtances he thought it would be wiſe for the 
Houſe in time to conſider upon ſome more certain, as well as leſs 
expenſive means of defence; both of which conſiderations, in the 
ſituation of the country, were deſerving of attention. It has been 
ſuggeſted, that a general array of the people able to carry arms upon 
the ſea coaſts, who, for two or three hours each week, ſhould be ac- 
cuſtomed to military exerciſe, would not only be the readieſt and 
moſt economical mode of defence, but obviate thoſe inconveni- 
encies ariſing from the removal of men from diſtant counties— 
the expence of which to the Public is very great. Let peace come 
when it may, undoubtedly ſome more economical plan than the pre- 
ſent for protecting the country much be deviſed, and none fo proper 
as the inhabitants to defend themſelves and their property. 
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In the courſe of the late debates he obſerved, that various in- 
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genious amguments had been uſed to prove that the late ſhock to 
pablic credit, and deficiency of ſpecie, had been occaſioned by the 
expedition of it abroad, as well for political as for commercial pur- 
poſes ; but, in his opinion, it was folely to be attributed to the late 
univerſal alarm, which induced every timid or ſpeculative perſon to 
withdraw their money from their bankers to take care of it them- 
ſelves ; and fo ſoon as the good ſenſe of the People ſhall have been 
convinced (not by*affertions, but by ſatis factory proofs) that the 
country is ſecure, they will take the money from their hoards, and 
return it to the uſual channels of circulation. For this purpoſe he 
had it at firſt in contemplation! to have propoſed -a Committee of 
Secrecy, not only to have ſatisfied themſelves of the meaſures which 
had been adopted for the ſecurity of the country, but to have re- 
ported, whether or not any, and what, additional means it might be 
proper for Parliament to adopt in the preſent ſituation of public 
aifairs. As, however, objeQions had been ſuggeſted w this mode 
of inquiry, he had therefore endeavoured to diſcover from prece- 
gents, where any could be found applicable, what. leſs objectionable 
mode could be adopted, and at the fame time ſuch a one as would 
be likely to give any reaſonable ſatisfaction to the country upon a 
ſudject of the firſt importance. Had Miniſters profited by the ex- 
amnple of our enemies, every . of this ſort _ molt likely 
have been unneceſſary. 

At an early period of the = peo fs fought for men 9 abi- 
Aries in military ſcience, without attending either to birth or formet 
fruaion ; and from a ſelection of ſuch men formed a Military 
Commit, by whom the whole” of their operations were planned 
2rd directed, and to whom is chiefly to be attributed thofe brilliant 
faccefſes which have aftoniſhed Europe. In the year 2785, when 
plans for the defence of the coaſts, and for the proteion of our 
gdock-yards, came before Parliament, a Board, compoſed of the prin- 
eipal naval and military officers, was propoſed as the moſt fit for the 
confideration of that ſubject, and was readily acceded to by the pre- 
ſent Chancellor of the Exchequer. It was at that time ſtated, and 
wis not conttoverted, that in times of alarm fimilar meafures had 
keen reſorted to in the moſt glorious times of this country; and that 
in partieular in the reign of Elizabeth, who was ſerved by ſome 
of the ableſt ſtateſmen and ſoldiers whom this country ever pro- 
guced, particularly during the time of the famous Armada, unwil- 
lng to truſt the ſafety of the country to one or two men. She 
affembled à Council of the united wiſdom of her kingdom, re- 
quiring from this Council a plan of defence ſuited for that oon; 


In the preſent ſituation of publis affairs, it did not appear to him 
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that a wiſer or leſs objectionable plan could be thought of, or one 
more likely to quiet and allay the general anxiety of the minds of 
the people. He ſhould therefore, with permiſſion of the Houſe, 
beg leave to move, "That an humble addreſs be preſented to His 
« Majeſty, befeeching him to be gracioufly pleaſed to direct His 
« Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chief, the Maſter General 
« of the Ordnance, in conjunQion with other able and experienced 
« navy and military officers, on whofe judgement and abilities 
His Majeſty moſt rclied, to take into their conſideration the pe- 
« ſent tate of the country, and to conſult and determine upon any 
other meaſures of ſecurity, which may appear to them to be cligi- 
ble to adopt, in the preſent ſtate of public affairs,” 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS remarked, that thoſe who had adviſed 
the Colonel againſt making any motion for a Secret Committee, had 
given him very good advice, for either the reſult of their inquiries 
might be dangerous to be diſcloſed, or if it were wiſhed only that 
mere ſhould de communicated to the Committee as much informa- 
tion as might be perfectly ſafe, the effect of their deliberations would 
be nugatory. The honourable gentleman did not ſurely deſire it to 
be diſcloſed where ihe force of the country was diſtributed ; he did 
not with the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty to mention the deſtina- 
tion and ſtation of the fleets ; he did not mean that it ſhould be told 
where depots for arms were eſtabliſned. If he had wiſhed that ſuch 
information ſhould be laid before the Committee, if he had defired 
that a full diſcloſure ſhould be made to them of every circumſtance 
connected with the ſubject, it would be laying before the enemy in- 
telligence of all that had been undertaken, and all that was meant 
to be undertaken. The honourable gentleman propoſed an addreſs 
to His Majeſty. Better grounds, however, he thought ought to 
be given, before ſuch a motion could be acceded to. The Houſe 
had furniſhed the Executive Government with great powers.; it 
was the duty of Government, therefore, to adopt the neceſfary mea- 
ſures for the ſecurity of the country. What was it, however, that 
the honoutable Cotonel wiſhed ? He had not ſpecified any blame 
againſt the Duke of York, upon whoſe conduct, indeed, no dif- 
ference of opinion could be entertained. When His Majefty had: 
committed to him the command and diſtribution of the army, with 
the collateral circumſtances, for the defence of the country, he would 
atk, whether the honourable gentleman ſuppoſed that illuſtrious cha- 
racter had not availed himſelf of the councils of the moſt Kkilful 
military officers ? Had he not placed ſuch eminent Generals as Sir 
William Howe, Sir Charles Grey, Sir William Meadows, General: 


Muſgrave, and others, in the command of important diftrits ? There 
Var. II. 2 
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was'no officer of great merit who was left unemployed. Did the 
honourable gentleman ſuppoſe that his Royal Highneſs did not con- 
ſult thoſe: officers who had the command of reſpective diſtricts? The 
propofed motion contained in it a reflexion againſt that illuſtrous 
perſon, unfounded in fact; for no one had ever filled that ſtation, 
who devoted more of his time and attention to its important duties 
than did the Duke of York. 

Here Colonel WOOD called to order, and ſaid, he had never 
mentioned the name now alluded to, nor did he mean any reflec- 
tion on his Royal Highneſs, but upon Adminiſtration, and eſpecially 
for their miſconduct reſpecting Ireland. 

Mr. DUNDAS proceeded — He did not ſee that the honourable 
gentleman's motion had any thing to do with Ireland. If Ireland 
was his object, he ſhould have thought it would have been more 
proper to have moved for a Board of General Officers in Ireland, to 
ſtate the condition of that country. Mr. Dundas inſiſted, that if 

this motion had any meaning, it certainly implied an inſinuation and 
charge againſt the Commander in Chief, for ſome improper diſtri- 
bution of the forces, or neglect in taking proper meaſures for the 
ſecurity of the country. And he would aſk, if His Majeſty was to 
receive this addreſs, what elſe could he do than to appoint thoſe very 
| officers as a Board of Inquiry, who have the command of the ſeve- 
ral diſtricts of this kingdom? On theſe accounts he ſhould object 
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;\ ' | to the propoſed addreſs, and move that the Houſe do now adjourn. 
q Mr. FOX remarked, that a great part of the Secretary of State's 
| ö ſpeech related to a Secret Committee, which was not now before the 
; Houfe. For his own part, he ſhould have preferred a Secret Com- 
l mittee, but nevertheleſs he ſhould vote for the preſent motion. At n 
+ a time in which there was much ground for diſtruſt, nothing would t 
fo much tend to ſatisfy the people, as to prove to them that all mea- d 
fures had been taken for the defence and ſecurity of the country. ti 
With reſpect to a Secret Committee, he could not conceive but that n 
ſuch a one might be ſelected from the Houſe, equally as fit, as many Cc 
of thoſe whom Miniſters were forced to truſt. Such a Committee 
might ſtate, that every thing had been done which ought to be done; le 
that would be ſatisfactory to the people. If they found any defect th 
on the part of Adminiſtration, it would be for them to determine nc 
whether the evil of diſcloſing it would not be counterbalanced by th, 
the remedy which might then be applied to it. With reſpec to er 
the Duke of York, he really believed that there never exiſted any Nut 
man who gave up his whole time, and applied his whole mind, more me 
tt the duties of his ſtation than he did; hut this was not a time to ow 


give up any thing that was neceſſary for the ſafety of the country, ha 
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out of compliment to any perſon. Mr. Dundas had alluded to 
Ireland. Was not the unprotected ſtate of Ireland a ſtrong ground 
for diſtruſt? The Houſe now knew that Ireland was not in ſuch a 
ſtate as it ought to have been, at the time of the attempt made by 
the French. He alluded to the ſtate of Cork. But what was the 
ſituation of the Commander in Chief? He had the command. of 
the Britiſh army ; he had nothing to do with Ireland ; he was not 
a Cabinet Miniſter ; he was not in poſſeſſion of the ſame ſources of 
iatelligence as Miniſters ; he knew not the extent of their plans. 
There were, he was ſure, many cafes which could be put, in which 
the Miniſters might be proved to have neglected their duty, and the 
Commander in Chief not to have neglected his duty in the ſmalleſt 
degree. But the honourable gentleman who had made the motion, 
wiſhed to take a comprehenſive view of the ſubject; to combine in 
it the military and naval Adminiſtration. Would the Secretary of 
State ſay, that upon the ſubject of the naval defence of the Country, 
the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty had had recourſe to the advice of 
naval officers of experience, in the ſame manner as the Duke of 
York had had recourſe to the advice of military officers ? After 
what the Houſe had ſeen, even from the papers that had been laid 
before them, confeſſedly for the purpoſe of exculpating a particular 
perſon; after all the alarms that had been felt, could gentlemen ſay, 
that the conduct of thoſe who directed naval affairs, afforded ſuffi- 
cient ground for ſuppoſing, that they . ſuch meaſures as were 
beſt adapted for the ſafety of the country? He therefore 2 the 
motion of adjournment. 

Mr. PIERREPOINT roſe to give his decided negative to the 
motion, and to vote for the adjournment. He was perfectly ſatisfied 
that his Royal Highneſs had employed ſuch officers as were likely to 
do the moſt ſervice to their country. There was one officer in par- 
ticular, Sir William Meadows; he was a man whom the public 


muſt be aſſured would do every thing poſſible for the good of his 


country. 

Mr. COURTENAY faid, he could affert from a perfe&- Know 
ledge of the fact, that the King had ifſued orders for one hundred 
thouſand ſtand of arms to be always ready at the Tower. He did 
not know what quantity had been there of late, but he was perſuaded 
the noble Marquis who prefided over that department, had made 
every poſſible exertion to have a ſufficient ſupply of arms and ammu- 
nition ready. It was not more than two or three years ago that a 
meeting was called of all the artificers of Birmingham, and. their 
own time was given them to make as great a quantity of arms as tfieir 
hands would enable them. He was ſure there was no deficiency 
Z 2 
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with reſpect to the orders iſſued by the Ordnance, but there had been 
great ſupplies ſent to Portugal. He alluded to Sir William Howe 
and the Marquis Cornwallis ; and obſerved, that as long as fuch 
men were employed, there could be no occaſion to adopt the meaſure 
recommended by the motion. He ſtated, that a military topogra- 
phical ſurvey of the whole kingdom of Ireland was tak6n ſome time 
fince, and preſented to the King. That ſurvey was examined, and 
found perfect in every part, and a copy of it was now in the hands 
of the Duke of York. It contained an accurate and perfect deline- 
ation of every part of Ireland which was acceſſible to an enemy. 
He had no doubt but every meafure would be purſued for the na- 
tional ſccurity as long as we had ſuch able perſons to direct the de- 
fenee of the country, in conjunction with our gallant officers. He 
paid a tribute to the abilities diſphayed by Lord Moira, and deſcribed 
*his' march on the Continent, as a ch dee of military move- 
ment ; a march, which had been celebrated by both Auſtrians and 


| . He truſted his honourable friend would not preſs the 


to a diviſion. 
Colonel -GASCOYNE was againſt the motion, becauſe there 
had been no deficiency of attention ſtated, upon which ſuch an in- 
Abiry ought to be grounded. 

Mr. SARGENT vindicated the activity and attention of the 
Board of Ordnanee, in taking thoſe meaſures which were beſt adapted 
to infure the internal defence of the country. 

Colonel FULLARTON faid : Without aſſenting to the pro- 
poſition of the Secretary of State, that every good officer in the 


army is conſulted and employed; without combating ideas any one 


may entertain, reſpecting the terms or object of the preſent motion, 


or reſpecting the moſt eligible mode of afcertaining the defenſive 


arrangements of the eountry; it is, undoubtedly, deſireable, that 
this diſcuſſion ſhould be brought before the Houſe in ſome form or 
-other ; becauſe it affords an opportunity to His Majeſty's Miniſters 


-of explaining to the public at large the actual ſtate of preparation, 


and of national defence. 
It is by no means ſufficient that His Majeſty's Miniſters are pre- 
paring the country for defence ; it is effential, on the preſent emer- 


geney, that they give to the public mind a ſenſation of ſecurity, and 


an i that they are to be defended— Unfortunately the im- 


: preſſion of late has deen directiy the reverſe. 


In various parts of theſe kingdoms, the people conceive that they 
e not fufficiently protected. To this impreffion is owing much of 
tie calamity which has befallen the Bank of England, much of 
the embarraſſment which has diſtreſſed the country banks: for-the 
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people in the country are convinced that the French will make good 
their landing, and that there is not a competent force nor prepara- 
tion to repel them. Under. this impreſſion, the people conceive, 
that, in the event of an invaſion taking place, it is more eligible to 
have guineas in their pockets than Bank notes. Until this appre- 
henſion is removed—until the public mind is completely at reſt, on 
che buſineſs of invalion, preparation, and defence, it is in vain to 
think of reſtoring public confidence, or public credit. 

There is another point, which tends much to the depreſſion. of 
the public mind —that is, the ineffieaey of our naval | force to pro- 
tect theſe kingdoms from inſult and invaſion. It is admitted by 
many, and was powerfully ſtated by the right honourable Secretary 
ſor the war department, that the conduct of our Admiralty is unex- 
cepttonable ; that the condition of our ſquadrons is complete; and 
that the efficiency of our Admirals is beyond the reach of cenſure. 
Notwithſtanding this triumphant ſtatement, it is nevertheleſs true, 
that the whole naval force of England is inadequate to prevent, the 
French from paſſing their holidays in Great Britain or Ireland, 
without invitation, and from going away again, without . 
leave. 

This being the fact, it undoubtedly becomes the duty of 1 
good ſubject to uſe his utmoſt exertions, in order that every diſtrict 
and county in theſe kingdoms may be put on ſuch a footing of in- 
ternal defence, as ſhall enable them to give the French a proper re- 
ception on ſhore, as often as they fail to be properly ſaluted by our 
ſquadrons at (ea. 4, 

Fortunately there is a ſpirit of zeal and energy in the provinces 
and counties of theſe kingdoms, which require nothing but corre- 
ſponding ſentiments of energy in the capital, to baffle all the efforts 
of our enemies, and to place this country Beyond the reach of inſult 
or invaſion, 

To prove this he begged leave to read the reſolutions of the 
county of Ayr, on the ſubject of defence. Similar reſolutions had 
been brought forward in every county of the North. 

{The Colonel here read the reſolutions of the county of Ayr, 
ſigned by Eglintoune, Preſes. 

He next begged permiſſion to call the attention of the Houſe to 
the extraordinary contraſt between the zeal and energy manifeſted in 
theſe reſolutions, and the apathy and inexertion which prevail in this 
capital. He ſaid he was ſenſible, that by perſiſting in ſueh ſenti- 
ments, he expofed himſelf to a repetition of ani madverſion from an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan), whoſe animadverſions are no 
ſineeure It was reſerved for the ingenuity of that honourable gen- 
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tleman to diſcover, that alluſions in point to the hiſtory of other 

countries, afforded proof that one is ignorant and unacquainted with, 
the actual condition of our own. On the principle, he ſuppoſed, 
ſtated by Figaro, the Spaniſh barber, who was turned out of an office 
under Government, becauſe a love of letters, and of hiſtory, inelu- 
ding poetry alſo, is incompatible with a turn for buſineſs and the 

ſpirit of affairs— The honourable gentleman had ſtill more inge- 
niouſly diſcovered, that becauſe he had preſumed to ſtate, that there 
were. Members in that Houſe more prone to ſpeak well than act 
right, he thereby proved himfelf guilty of diſreſpect and inattention 
to public credit, to Mr. Abraham Newland,. and the Bank of Eng- 
land. Now he was ready to refer the queſtion at iſſue reſpecting 
public credit and national preparation, to the deciſion of the {aid 
Mr. Abraham Newland ; and although neither he (Col. F.) nor 
the honourable gentleman were exactly what are called good men 
upon Change, yet he was confident that Mr. Newland and any Jury 
af good men upon Change, would find a verdi with him that it 
ie not by elocution, public credit is to be reſtored, not by harangues 
on the circulating medium and repreſentative ſign, which ſeem at 
preſent to evade the graſp of orators and ſtateſmen, but by wiſe and 
liberal conduct on the part of the banking and monied intereſt, aided 
by ſuch meaſures of preparation and precaution, on the part of Go- 
vemment, as ſhall effectually ſeeure theſe kingdoms from apprehen- 
ſions of invaſion and commotion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that the queſtion to be conſidered in 
the preſent motion, was, whether the general defence of the country 
was defective or not; and whether the duty of defending it was 
well performed. If it was to be contended that Miniſters would 
take care to ſee it performed, he certainly would not depend on 

them. They might have information ſent them from various quar- 

ters as to the place the enemy intended to land; or where a ſet of 

Jacobins might lie in wait in this country to join them on their land- 

ing; but at the ſame time they might be guilty of miſconduct while 
the Commander in Chief did his duty. He did not like to hear 
this motion oppoſed on the ground that every neceſſary meaſure 
was already taken for the defence of the country, and that it would 

. convey a reflection on the Commander in Chief. If ſuch a mo- 
tion had been made in the Iriſh Houſe before the French came to 

Bantry Bay, the ſame anſwer would have, been made “ What, 
can you for a moment doubt the abilities and vigilance of the Com- 
- mander in Chief?” But fo far was that country from having been 
in a ſtate of defence; and ſo far from there being any force wai- 

ting for Monſicur Hoche (or Monſter Hoche, according to the very 
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liberal expreſſion of the Iriſh Chancellor) that the French remained 
ſeveral days in Bantry Bay. It was a fortunate event for Ireland 
as well as for this country, they did not land. They had been 
very near coming to a right anchorage ; and if they had, they might 

have landed and proceeded to Cork immediately. After an inſtance 
of ſuch deplorable neglect, the Houſe ought not, upon the aſſertion 
of the Miniſter, to conclude that this country was perfectly ſecure. 
There ought to have been a communication between the heads 'of 


. the naval and military departments in order that their joint efforts 
1 ſhould be combined to protect the country; but it did not appear 
; that any ſuch communication had taken place. For theſe reaſons 
- he would ſupport the motion. 

d The SECRETARY AT WAR agreed, that if great errors had 
Jy been committed in the military department, the Commander in 
n Chief could only come in for a part of the reſponſibility. It was 
* one of the functions of Miniſters to make proper arrangements for 
it the defence of the country ; the motion then went to impute to the 
ES Executive Government neglect in doing thoſe things that belonged 


to it. He did not profeſs to know much of the affairs of Ireland, 
as it was not connected with his department, but this he could ſay, 
that he did not think there was any thing to juſtify the honourable 
gentleman in ſtating, that if the French had landed, they would 
have been able to proceed without interruption to Cork. With re- 
ſpect to the officers at preſent entruſted with the defence of the 
country, no one could ſuppoſe that they were not as well choſen as 
if they had been appointed by a Committee of that Houſe, or in 
conſequence of an addreſs to His Majeſty. The honourable gen- 
tleman only moved for the doing of that which was done already. 
Therefore his motion was unneceſſary. 

General 'FARL TON faid, he did not come prepared to ſpeak, 
vut he thought it neceſſary to trouble the Houſe with a few words. 
He ſtated that there was now a report current, that the enemy really 
intended to make an experiment on ſome part of the kingdom. 
They had laid an imbargo on their ports, and therefore he thought 
it improper that any thing ſhould be revealed, which might be 
injurious to this country, for the enemy to be acquainted with. He 
ſtated, that the confidence of the people in Miniſters was gone; 
that the commercial reputation of the country was debaſed. He 
hat, deſired the right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Windham) to produce 
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om- the documents of our diſgraces, with regard to the expedition againſt 
deen Dunkirk, Toulon, St. Domingo, &c. to lay on the table, the ſeroll 
Wal- of death, of thoſe who wete deſtroyed in the maſſacre at Quiberon, 


very hich he had planned, and which, as appeared from ſome corre- 
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ſpondence abroad, he wiſhed again to renew. He afferjed that 
Miniſters, who had been in poſſeſſion of the reſources of a mighty 
people, had ſquandered them away, and with them our military re- 
putation. He contraſted the preſent times with thoſe of the Duke 
of Marlborough, and obſerved, that whatever might be the conduct 
of His Majeſty's Miniſters, he ſhould never, for his own part, for- 
get that he was an officer and an Engliſhman, and he truſted that the 
troops in this country, whom he knew to be numerous and well dif- 
ciplined, would be properly ſtationed. 

General EGERTON faid a few words in favour of the motion 
of adjournment. 

Colonel WOOD requeſted the patience of the Houſe to a very 
few words which he had to offer, in reply to the very vague anſwers 
which had been made by Miniſters, to the propoſition which he had 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Houſe. He obſerved, that the 
only motive which he had for troubling the Houſe with a motion 
upon a ſubje& which certainly was the moſt important of any that 
could poſlibly be agitated in that Houſe, was ſolely with a view of 
doing away thoſe alarms which had ſo univerſally pervaded the 
country, and thereby to have reſtored public credit to its uſual vigour. 
The only grounds of objection that had been offered by the right 
honourable Secretary were founded upon the Duke of York and the 
Army, whoſe name, he declared, had never been mentioned by 
him but in terms of the higheſt reſpect, and thereby the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had endeavoured to defend the neglect of him- 
ſelf and colleagues, by implicating the character of his Royal High- 
neſs, of whoſe merits no man in this Houſe, not even the right 
honourable gentleman himſelf, had a higher opinion than what he 
entertained. 

The ſelection of Officers which his Royal Highneſs had made 
for the commands of the different tations, muſt do infinite honour 
to his judgement ; for no man could hear of the names of Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, Sir Charles Grey, Sir William Meadows, General 
Muſgrave, and other able officers to whom the command of ſta- 
tions had been entruſted, but in terms of the higheſt approbation. 
The Colonel obſerved, that one right honourable gentleman had 
ſtated his Royal Highnels the Commander in Chief, to have the ſole 
reſponſibility of the defence of the country ; whereas the Secretary 
at War had afterwards contradicted this aſſertion, and declared, 
that as his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York was not a Member 
of the Cabinet, the Executive Government, that is, Miniſters, 
were alone competent to judge of the proper meaſures. In ſhort, 
there was ſuch a contradiction betwixt the ſtatements of the tw? 
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right honourable Seeretaries, that the public, he foreſaw, would be 
left as much in the dark ag ever, with whom the reſponſibility for 
the ſecurity of the“ country reſted. 

The Colonel obſerved, that having, faithfully diſcharged what he 
had conceived to be his duty, he would not preſs the Houſe to a di- 
viſion: but he begged that it might be underſtood, that it was the 
fartheſt from his intention to throw the ſmalleſt reflection either 
upon the Commander in Chief, or any officers of the army, of whom 
de declared no man thought more highly than himſelf. 

The queſtion was then put, and the motion for the adjourn- 
ment carried. 


Iednejday, 29th March. | 


Mr. Alderman ANDERSON brought up a bill for better re- 
eulating the mode of taking the returns of the prices of Corn and 
Fi-ur at the London market, by which the price of bread is to be 
atnxed. 

The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſcobnd 
time, and to be printed. 

Mr. LONG brought up an account of advances d. to the 
Emperor ſince the 13th of December, 1796, &c. as moved for 
by Mr. Grey on Friday the 24th inſtant. net 


Thurſday, 3oth March. =T | ; 


Mr. EDWARDS, the Chairman of the Committee appointed 
to try the merits of the Inverkeithing Election, reported to the 
Houſe, that the Committee had determined the fitting Member to 
be duly elected, but that the petition againſt the return was not fri- 
»olous or vexatious. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that he believed it would ſuit the convenience 
of the Houſe, it the ballot foi a Committee, to try the merits of th. 
Kent Election, were deferred from Tueſday to ſome day after the 
holidays, The petitioner was extremely willing to agree to ſueh a 
delay, provided the ballot were fixed for an early day after the 
holidays. He therefore moved, that it ſhould be deferred from 
Tueſday next to Tueſday the 25th of April. Agreed to. 

Mr. POLLEN ſaid, that it wes not with a view to embarraſs 
His Ma eſty s Miniſters, but to co-operate with all His Majeſty': $ 
ſubjes, in promoting that deſirable end, Peace, or in obtaining a 
knowledge of the reaſons for continuing the War, that he now 
"W notice of his intention, on the firſt day after the call of th 50 
H uſe, viz. on Thurſday next, to make a motion for an addreſs = 
"Vo. it. Lats Aa | W 
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His Majeſty, either that the Negotiation for Peace might be re- 
newed, or that it might be explicitly declared what were the reaſons 
for continuing the War. 

Mite. Pollen afterwards deferred his motion to Friday next. 

Mr. ELLIS put off his motion reſpecting the Slave Trade to 
* Thurſday. 


Friday, 31ft March. 


Mr. RYDER ftated, that in conſequence of the diſcuſſions 
which had taken place upon the Corn Bill, he ſhould propoſe in the 
Committee to leave out the word “ Barley.” He then moved, 
„That the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee upon 
this bill.” 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Mr. HOBART 
in the chair. 

Mr. RYDER then propoſed, that the blank left relative to the 
time of limiting the exportation ſhould be filled with the words 
be the 3oth of April.” 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS thought the 3oth of April too ſoon, 
and propoſed, as an amendment, to ſubſtitute the 3 oth of June. 

Mr. RYDER then propoſed, © T hat barley ſhould not be in- 
cluded in the reſtriction.” 

'This motion was oppoſed by Alderman CURTIS and Alder- 
man COMBE. 

Mr. COKE (of Norfolk) contended, that permiſſion ſhould be 
given to export grain, otherwiſe it would be impoſſible for th: 
farmers to pay their rents. He ſaid, that grain in general, and 
barley in particular, was ſo extremely low, that unleſs ſome meaſure 
of this kind was adopted, the farmers would not lay out their land 
in grain, as they muſt be great loſers by it. In Norfolk, barley 
was as low as ten and twelve ſhillings a quarter, a price which cer- 
tainly would not pay the farmers. He made ſome obſervations upon 
the practice adopted by the brewers, in lowering the quality of their 
beer during the ſcarcity of grain ; and concluded with hoping, that 
Government would not ſuffer itſelf to be ſwayed one day one way, 
and another day another, by the City Members. 

Mr. RYDER ſaid, that the concluding obſervation of the ho- 
nourable gentleman was particularly unfortunate ; for it ſo hap- 
pened, that the two City Members, then — had oppoſed his 
motion. 

Mr. WHITBREAD admitted that the price of grain was low; 
but he begged to remind the Houſe, that the farmers had, for a long 
time paſt, had an opportunity of making immenſe profits from the 
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extraordinary high price of grain. With reſpe& to the price of 
barley in Norfolk, it was a fact generally known, that the barley 
produced this year in Norfolk had been of a very inferior quality, 
and conſequently could not bear the ſame price with grain of a ſu- 
perior quality. THe admitted that the brewers had lowered the qua- 
lity of the beer, but ſaid it was abſolutely neceſſary during the 
ſcarcity, or they could not have brewed at all. As it was, they 
could not have continued brewing, unleſs barley had declined in 
price. 

The Committee then divided: Ayes, 43; Noes, 53. Ma- 
jority, 1 1. 

The bill then went through the Committee, and was ordered to 
be reported. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he was extremely anxious to know when 
there was a probability of a Report from the Secret- Committee; 
becauſe, if it was to be made ſoon, it would ſave him the trouble of 
moving for ſome information, which would be neceſſary in the mo- 


tion he intended to make upon the propriety of ſending more money 


to the Emperor. In the returns before the Houſe, of the advances 
already made, there appeared the ſum of five hundred thoufand 
pounds, which had been ordered by Parliament; and there alſo ap- 
peared an advance, fince the ſtoppage of the Bank, of 220, oool. 


upon, what appeared to him, very ſtrange ſecurity. There was, in 


the firſt place, the receipt of the Agent, and the aſſurance of the Im- 
perial Envoy, that it ſhould be repaid out of any loan that might, 
in futurc, be advanced to the Emperor. From this circumſtance, 
it appeared probable, that another loan was in contemplation. He 
could not awid making an obſervation upon the nature of the ſecu- 
rity: it was preciſely the ſame as if a man had borrowed ten guineas, 
and, when aſked for payment, replied, © If Jou will lend me 
twenty guineas more, I will pay you the ten.“ He hoped that 
the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him would meet this 
queſtion fully; ; for he muſt have made up his mind upon the queſ- 
tion, whether or no any farther advances were to be made to the 
Emperor. If the right honourable gentleman would meet him 
fairly upon that point, he ſhould bring forward his motion on 
Tueſday ; otherwiſe there were ſeveral papers which would be ma- 
terial for his motion. He therefore moved, © That there be laid 
before the Houſe copies of the repreſentations made to Government 
by the Directors of the Bank of England, with reſpe& to the ad- 
vances to the Emperor, fince the 1 of January, 1795. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the honourable gentleman, 
and the Houſe, muſt be ſatisfied that he could give no information 
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as to the time when the Committee would make their Report. As 
to the other queſtion the honourable gentleman deſired to know, 
whether he (Mr. Pitt) wiſhed to avoid diſcuſſing it fully? It was 


impoſſible to avoid diſcuſſing it fully; but all he wiſhed was, that 


it might be diſcuſſed at a time when the Houſe ſhould be poſſeſſed 
of ſuch information as would enable them to diſcuſs it fully and 
fairly. At the ſame time he had not the ſlighteſt difficulty in ſtating, 
(not meaning now to detail his reaſons), that in his view of the 
ſituation of the country, the moſt important meaſurc that could be 
taken, would be, to make, in ſuch a manner as Parliament ſhould 
think fit, farther advances to the Emperor ; if it ſhould be thovght 
that, by theſe means, we could enſure a co-operation that would be 
eſſential to the intereſts of this country. He wiſhed, however, that 
the Houſe would not form their judgement upon this ſubject, until 
they had the full materials before them. "Theſe were the anſwers 
he had to give to the honourable gentleman's queſtions. How far 
the Houſe would think proper to grant part of the papers, before 
the whole were brought forward by the Committee, he would leave 
to the judgement of the Houſe. When the Report of the Com- 
»mittee would be made, he could not poſlibly tell; and whether the 
Report was eſſential to the honourable gentleman's motion, the ho- 
nourable gentleman himſelf was the beſt judge. 

Mr. FOX thought there could be no doubt of the propriety of 
having information upon the ſubject, before they decided on the pro- 
priety of a farther loan to the Emperor ; but the ,information now 
moved for would not be ſufficient without ſome examination of the 
Bank itſelf. The right honourable gentleman had declined arguing 
the queſtion now, and he ſhould certainly follow his example ; but 
he would ſtate his opinion, that unleſs the ſtate of the country, in 
point of pecuniary difficulties, was extremely different from what he 
ſuppoſed it to be, he ſhould think that any co-operation with the 
Emperor, procured by a loan, would be ruinous in its conſequences 
to this country. He ſaw no objection to the production of thoſe 
papers; and if the opinion of the Bank laſt year upon this ſubject, 
would not enable the Houſe to make up their minds, he ſhould 
reply, that the deficiency might be ſupplied by examining the Di- 
reQors themſelves. 

Mr. Chancellor PLTT faid, he had not objected to the pro- 
duction of thoſe papers; but they would only inform the Houſe 
what they knew already, viz. that repreſentations had been 
made. 5 
Mr. GREY thought it would be better to wait for the Report 
of the Committee. He ſaid, that though the Committee had taken 
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up a conſiderable time, yet they were not idle, and he hoped they 


would be able to make a Report early in next w-ck. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt) had anſwered his queſtions very fairly. He hoped, when 
the diſcuſſion came on, he ſhould not then be told that the time was 
not fit; but that it would be argued on its real merits. 

Mr. GREY fid, the Report would be rather long, and that it 
would be neceffary to have it printed for the conſideration of the 
Members. 

Mr. CURWEN wiſhed the motion to come on Tueſday, 
otherwiſe he feared ir would not take place before the holidays. 

Mr. Chanceilor PIT T defired that he might not be conſidered 


28 bound to any particular line of debate ; for, in arguing for other 


advances, he ſhould certainly ſubmit to the Houſe the impropriety 
of deciding that queſtion in the negative without the fulleſt in- 
formation. 

Mr. WHITBREAD deſired to know when the right honourable 
gentleman oppoſite-to him meant to reſume the conſideration of the 
bill tor the Relicf of the Poor ? He was anxious to have the opinion 
of the Houſe upon the bill, which, he believed, would be rejected in 
tetꝰ; in which cafe, he gave notice, that he ſhould, after the holi- 
days, move for leave to bring in a bill for accompliſhing a part of 
the object. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the preſent was not the mo- 
ment in which that ſubje& could receive a proper diſcuſſion. He 
certainly could not now give up ſo much time as was neceſſary for 
the conſideration of that object. He was, however, anxious to 
diſcuſs the bill with thoſe gentlemen who ſeemed to entertain ſo bad 
an opinion of it, -and who, he believed, did not underſtand it. 
He hoped to be able to appoint a day, ſoon after the holidays, for 
its diſcuſſion. | 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt ſaid, he had two clauſes to propoſe to be 
added to the bill, limiting the Bank to the iſſue of paper, and there- 
fore moved, that it be recommitted. : 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon the bill; Mr. 
HOBART in the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT faid, after a great deal of intercourſe 
upon this ſubject, with the Directors of the Bank, he was inclined 
to believe, that if permiſſion were given to perſons to pay money 
into the Bank, and to reccive, upon demand, part in caſh, and a 
proportion in paper, it would have a tendency to accumulate large 
ſums in the Bank. Upon this general principle, he ſhould propoſe 
this clauſe ; the purport of which was, to enable thoſe perſons 
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who depoſited caſh in the Bank, to draw three-fourths. in ſpeeie 
out, and the remainder in notes, during the continuance of the 
reſtriction. 

The clauſe was brought up, and read a firſt time. 

Mr. FOX faid, that he could not conſent to the paſſing of this 
clauſe, and he hoped the reaſons on which he grounded his opinion 
would have their proper weight with the Houſe. The only princi- 
ple, he obſerved, on which the Order of Council, the obedience of 

the Bank to that Order, and the bill of which this was propoſed to 
be a clauſe, was grounded, was the abſolute neceſſity of the caſc. 
Such a principle was in itſelf of a nature that could not be limited, 
and if in the ſingle inſtance alluded to, it was ſufficient to juſtify the 
breach of the moſt ſolemn engagements, he wiſhed to know what 
proviſion it was poſſible for Parliament to make that might not be 
broken under the fame plea ? If the ſame difficulties ſhould ariſe, 
the exigencies of the ſtate might make it neceſſary, under a neu 
alarm, to adopt the ſame meaſures, and in a ſimilar manger to ſciꝛc 
on the money hereafter depoſited, as on that lying in the Bank on the 
25th of February. It was for this reaſon, and becauſe he was averſ- 
to decoy men into ſuch a difficulty, that he oppoſed the clauſe. He, 
far his part, could never be perſuaded that the creditors of the Bank, 
under this clauſe, would be ſafer than thoſe before the 25th of Fe- 
bruary : for it was a moral truth, that a promiſe was never better 
for being repeated, nor increaſed in value by an a& of Parliament. 
The laws and the faith of the Legiſlature already paſſed had been 
broken, and the Houſe could hardly hope that another act of Parlia- 
ment would add to their ſecurity. 
If it ſhould be faid, that the caſh would lie untouched in the 


-- 


Bank, and not be applicd to any uſe whatever, that would avail but the 
little — there was, in the firſt place, no ſecurity for it and if it was at 1 
to be ſo, money lying uſeleſs could not tend to accelerate the pericd to 
ſo much wiſhed for, when the neceſſity for reſtriction would expire. elu 
But if it was to be attended with ſome partial benefit, he did not like cau 
that the Houſe, while they were violating their own guarantee and was 


| laws, ſhould pretend that the faith of an act of Parliament was ſuffi- hay 
cient ſecurity to decoy more money into the Bank. He had heard den 
this meaſure was to come from the Bank; and he conceived it would that 
more properly have come from ſome of them than from Miniſters. ſitio 
He would not agree to take the Chancellor of the Exchequer as the ole 
channel of information from the Bank, particularly as there were in tl 
many of the Bank Directors Members of the Houſe ; but let the Prot 
- meaſure come from whom it would, he would, becauſe he thought it not 
a wrong meaſure, oppoſe it. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, that notwithſtanding the clauſe was 


founded on ſuch undeniable grounds, as to claim univerſal aſſent, 
he muſt, in duty, ſay a few words in anſwer to the right honourable 
gentleman who had juſt ſat down. The firſt ground of oppoſition 
che right honourable gentleman had taken, was the danger that, as 
neceſſity had compelled a ſuſpenſion of payment of caſh on the 25th 
of February, neceſſity might again compel them to adopt the ſame 
meaſure as to caſh hereafter to. be lodged under the faith of this 
clauſe. To this he had the plain and obvious anſwer, which, in- 
deed, might have occurred to any one who conſidered the ſubject, 
viz. that if there was any danger, there was no compulſion ; and 
the individuals being left to their own voluntary inclination, might 
eſtimate the danger, and act upon their own opinions. The right 
honourable gentleman had faid, there was danger that power might 
be exerciſed as before; but ſurely in conſidering a queſtion of this 
kind, the Houſe were not to look to what was merely poſſible. To 
{top payment by an exertion of power, had always been poſſible; but 
they were not therefore to look to that poſſibility, and put it in the 
ſcale againſt well-founded principle—but rather to conſider whether 
the circumſtances led to an opinion that a ſimilar ſtoppage was fo 
probable as to render it unwiſe and unfair in Parliament to ſuffer in- 
dividuals, if they choſe it, to depoſit their moncy in the Bank, and 
leave the Bank and them to exerciſe a diſcretion concerning it, 
which, at all events, could do no injury, and might, more than pro- 
bably would, lead to the attainment of that which the right honour- 
able gentleman himſelf ſeemed fo anxious for, namely, the reſtora- 
tion of caſh payments at the Bank. | 

It muſt ſurely, he ſaid, be ſuperfluous to repeat, ſince no one in 
the Houſe could be ignorant, that the ſtoppage of payment of caſh 
at the Bank was not adopted becauſe the Bank was likely at once 
to want caſh, but becauſe there was well-grounded reaſon to con- 
clude, that if it was left ſubject to the unuſual drai which had been 
cauſed by the alarm ſpread through all parts of the country, and 
was increaſing with daily accelerated rapidity, there would ſoon 
have been ſo little caſh. left, as not to leave enough even for a ſhort 
1emand for public exigencies. "The Houſe, however, were to know, 
that they had proceeded in a manner directly contrary to the ſuppo- 
ſition of the right honourable gentleman—for there was not a ſin- 
gle ſhilling taken for public purpoſes, and a little which remained 
in the Exchequer had ſerved for the urgent emergencies of the ſtate. 
Probably then the caſh in the Bank on the 25th of February was 
not yet diminiſhed then if more caſh came in, it would go gra- 
dually to enable the Bank to open again and reſume its operations 


/ 
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by thoſe flow and ſucceſlive as which would make a reſumption 
8 abe. 
On: "this point, bs ſaid, he had, a8 in all his public ineaſures, con- 
-fulted and communicated with thoſe who, as he had reaſon to con- 
Krise, were moſt intereſted, and beſt qualified to give him inforina- 
tion — he had converſed with the various Members of the Bank, in 
their individual and in their corporate capacity, and their opinions 
were, that it would produce a very great and ſalutary effect; for 
money which now lay hoarded, would in that caſe be thrown 3 into 
circulation, as monied men who would otherwiſe calculate the very 
' utmoſt extent of their probable wants, and depoſit only the ſmall re- 
a mainder i in the Bank, would now depoſit all they might have over 
and above the loweſt calculation they could make of their probable 
| necelſities. Thus it muſt happen, that thovgh under the Order of 
| Council of the 26th of February, the quantity of caſh then in the 
Bank was locked up, yet the general principle of banking would be 
Kept alive, and that caſh. kept as a ſeparate hoard, from whatever 
" might, under this clauſe, be depoſited. In this way their pay menis 
- Ken become rapid and conſiderable, and the Bank weuld be able 
to reſume their operations. 
- The right honourable gentleman had ſaid, that he would oppoſe 
p this clauſe becauſe it was only a decoy to deluge people i imo depoti- 
"ting money in the Bank. If by decoy the right honourable gentle- 
man meant falſe pretence, he would only tell him, that thoſe who 
vere likely to be concerned, underſtood the nature of the bulineis 


xerfeRly ; and if to their own knowledge and ſelt intereſt they added a 
the right honourable gentleman's apprehenſions, there was not the t 
ſmalleſt danger that they would fail to act with ſufficient caution. n 

Jt t-appeared that the whole care, which the right honourable gentlc- * 
mp. ſo laboriouſly exerted on this occaſion, was only to prevent 2 
people having it in their diſcretion to do that which, if unreſtrained, al 
they would wil::agly do. Did the right honourable gentleman * 
mean ſincerely as he had ſo often wiſhed, that the Bank ſhould ever + 
_ reſume its operation? Had he not himſelf frequently ſaid, Get th 
all the money poſſible into the Bank? Did he hope that the Bank ne 
could again open without more money in it than they have ?—If on 
ſo, how were they to get it but by depoſits, v hich he now reſiſts? Ne 
and if he was now againſt money being depoſited by individuals, all 
did he expect it to come from abroad? a ſource, which. the Tight del 
honourable gentleman more. than any other diſtruſted, On what pri 
ground did he, then, oppoſe the meaſme ? „Only to 5 05 ent that " p 
Which would enable the Bank again to enter on their We plan hug 


of tion. : 
. ö : 1 + on 87 Mon „bar WoL 


| ! 40 


Mazcn 31. DEBATES. 185 


On the whole, he ſaid, the Houſe might ſafely leave to the par- 
ties themſelves to do that which was conducive to their individual 
ſecurity ; and he hoped, it would not be held by the right honour- 
able gentleman to be a ſufficient reaſon for preventing the exerciſe 
of individual diſcretion, that it was likely to be conducive to the 
public intereſt, 

Mr. FOX ſaid, he wiſhed the Houſe to keep in ſight, that it was 
to the revival of public credit only, the reſtoration of the Bank could 
be owing ; and that credit could not be maintained by making a 
diſtinction between the creditors of one date and thoſe of another: 
and he maintained, that if by good fortune the Bank became able 
to pay to-morrow, his objection would remain in full foree — for 
no proſperity could do away the miſchief of the 25th of February. 
The eredit which half a century had been confirming, when once 
lighted, was no more to be recovered, than a tree of half a cen- 
wy ſtanding could, if torn up, be reſtored to its vigour or its beauty. 
As to the Bank, he did not doubt its paying; but he doubted 
much whether the clauſe could lead to beneficial conſequences. Gen- 


tlemen might ſay; that it was no decoy, becauſe men were to do it 


with their eyes open; and ſome might think there was more con- 
fidence due to a ſecond promiſe than to a firſt ; but he was one 
of thoſe who would not take the moment of breaking an old, to 
make a new promiſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, the Bank had agreed to the clauſe, 
and expected large ſums to be paid in, in conſequence of it ; nay, 
there were ſome who would have paid in money without it. The 
meaſure; in fact, did not originate with him: others had defired it ; 
and he preſſed it from the perſuaſion that, as much caſh would come 
in without that advantage, much more would come in with it, fince 
all the monied men were deſirous of ſuch a clauſe. © But while it 
enabled individuals to exerciſe their diſcretipn in making depoſits, 
it neither compelled the Bank to receive nor them to pay. As to 
the diſtinction made by the right honourable gentleman between a 
new and an old promiſe, he diſagreed entirely with him. The 
only juſtification of the Legiſlature, for ſuſpending payments, was 
neceſſity. What then was the diſtinction here? Here they might 
allow certain payments to be made without interfering with former 
debts, the paymeat of which it is neceſſary to withhold. If the 
principles laid down by the right honourable gentleman were true, 


It would go to an extent beyond all calculation—it would go to ex- 


clude all remedy whatever, upon the preſumption, that there was 
no ſecurity again, which he hoped the right honourable gentleman 
would hardly go fo far as to inſiſt upon. 

Var, II. B b 
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Mr. Alderman CURTIS gave the ſanction of his approbation 
to the clauſe, and ſaid, it had in its favour the opinion of all the 
monied men. The moment the Bank was opened to receive caſh, 
he was convinced it would be paid in, in large quantities. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he would not vote for the clauſe, becauſe 
he conceived it to be founded neither in honeſty nor prudence ; for 
a more injurious ſcheme, he ſaid, could not be deviſed, to enable 
the Bank to profit by the folly of their cuſtomers. If gold was fo 
plenty as to be lodged in the Bank, why was payment ſopped * 80 
far from facilitating the reſtoration of the Bank, it would put it more 
in jeopardy. A merchant, he ſaid, who paid in tool. was to 
get 750). in caſh ; but it the alarm, inſtead of abating, thould in- 
creaſe (as the * loan to the Emperor rendered probable) what 
muſt be the fituation of the Bank then? they muſt pay out 7501. 
in money, and have 2501. more out in notes. He concluded, then, 
with averring, that he withed to fay nothing hoſtile to public credit; 
but if the Chancellor of the Exchequer wiſhed for a meaſure to 
ſtop the mouths of the Bankers, this was it. 

Mr. DENT faid, he thought that the meaſure was neither 
fraught with danger in one hand, not likely to be attended with 
benefit on the other. As there was no injuirv, and there was a poſ- 
ſibility of advantage, it had better be adopted. 

Mr. [THORNTON declared himſelf much pleaſed that this 


ſubje& had received ſuch ample diſcuſſion: for it would ſerve to 


draw the attention of the country to the clauſe ; by which means 
thoſe guineas that were in ſuperabundance in the country, would 
have an opportunity of being depoſited in the Bank—the great 
ſouree of circulation. This meaſure, he ſaid, would directly open 
the Bank in a partial way, and to a conſiderable extent; and the beſt 
effects might reaſonably be expected from it. It was believed by 
alt gentlemen qualified to judge, that immenſe quantities of guineas 
were in the country; but ſo long as the bill remained in its preſent 
ſhape, they would never find their way to the capital. Beſides, the 
affociations entered into threw vaſt quantities of guineas into hoard, 
which by this clauſe would be brought into circulation. He, in 
fact, conſidered. the clauſe as ereQing a new Bank, for new purpoſes. 
If any other body was more fit than they to entruſt with this new 
Bank, it would be well to appoint them; but there was none ſo fit: 

and permitting them now to receive guineas, and to pay in a cer- 
tain proportion, would bring about a gradual payment of all ; and 
he wiſhed to ſet right an error that had gained currency from the 


earneſtneſs with which it had been enforced—The ſafety of the 


Bank did not depend on the proportion of its guineas to its notes, 


* 
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but on the probability of having enough to meet what were called 
for. On the whole, he confidered it as a moſt important meaſure, 
and that it would enable the Bank to reſume its uſual general pay- 
ments long antecedent to the period fixed for its recovery. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he thought the propoſition was moſt ſuſ- 
picious in its form, and doubtful in its operation. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had faid, that there was no decoy ; but in his 
opinion the firſt principle of legiſlation was, to prevent ſchemes 
which might, by poſſibility, operate as a decoy, It was no valid 
argument that the individual was to act voluntarily: for a decoy 
implied a volition in the party deluded. He ſaid, he was glad to 
hear, for it was rather new to him, that there was a ſuperabundance 
of guineas, and ſtill more, that the Bank was a fafe place to put 
them in—the danger he apprehended was not from the inſufficiency 

of the Bank, but from another order of Council. An honourable 
gentleman had ſaid, this went to make a new Bank. This he 
conſidered to be an alarming circumſtance : for if the recovery of 
the credit of the old, depended in any way on this, the old credi- 
tors might remain where they were, and the new proceed. On 
the whole, he was entirely averſe to the meaſure, and would there- 
fore give it his negative. 

Mr. THORNTON, in explanation, ſaid, that ſo far from 
bankers being unwilling or unable to pay their cuſtomers in caſh, 
he was ſure, ſhould the preſent clauſe be adopted by the Houſe, they 
would very ſoon pay every reaſonable claim on them in ſpecie ; and; 
indeed, it appeared from this circumſtance, that they were not in 
that diſtreſs of caſh which was ſuppoſed—that out of the 50,0001. 
which they were empowered to draw from the Bank, not one quarter 
had been drawn. 

Mr. TIERNEY repeated his former arguments, and contended, 
that the preſent clauſe went to bring all the caſh of the kingdom 
into the gripe of bankers, who would leave it at the diſpoſal of the 
Bank; and ſhould any circumſtance ariſe to bring a run on them, 
they would then preſs upon the Bank, and embarraſs it as much as 
before. 

The clauſe was then put, and carried without a diviſion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT next moved a clauſe, the obje& of which 
was to empower tht Bank, notwithſtanding the preſent reſtriction, to 
advance to the bankers of the metropolis, as circumſtances might re- 
quire, a ſum not exceeding 1 00,000l. , 

After a word or two from Mr. SHERIDAN, this clauſe way 
alſo reed. to without a ooh of 

Mr. Alderman COMBE faid, that lie had 4 clauſe _ i 

| B b 2 
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4 
which, he t elieved, the neceſſity of the caſe*would juſify-as much as 
any that had as yet paſſed. The object of the elauſe Was, to make f 
Bank notes a legal tender for all ſums due for rent, Ar artears of 
rent, inaſmuch as it ſhould 1 not be Yaw ful for fuch creditors or their \ 
agents or ſeek their remedy by way of diſtreſs: in a word, the ob- t 
ject of the clauſe was to prevent the ſummary procetttigs of ſcizure a 
of goods for rent, which, under the circumſtances en ** would h 
be cruel and unjuſt. a 
Mr. Chancellor PITT thought the clauſe required "_ con- " 
ſideration, nor was he prepared, at the preſent moment; to deliver a 
definitive opinion on it —it ſeemed to him to approach till nearer | v 
to the delicate point which they were all ſo ſtudious to avoid-—that ft 
of making Bank notes generally a legal tender. He therefore th 
wiſhed the worthy Alderman would not now preſs the clauſe, but m 
propoſe it on the receiving of the Report, or as a rider to the bill on pe 
the third reading. he 
Mr. Alderman COMBE withdrew the clauſe for the ede 
The Houſe was then reſumed, and Mr. Chancellor PITT 
moved; That the report be now received, to which we 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY objected, as contrary to the re- 
gulzr proceedings o of the Houſe, and indecent, inaſmuch as it would ter 
ſeem to precipitate a buſineſs, the I Importance of which called for full evi 
and mature deliberation. lat 
The SPEAKER agreed, that it was not uſual immediately to {pc 
receive the report of a Committce in which the clauſes of the bill pla 
were much diſcuſſed, or 'on which any conſiderable difference of its 
opinion ſeemed to prevail. The preſent ſeemed to him a caſc my 
rather of that nature. } 
Mr. Chancellor PITT then withdrew his motion, and mov ed, thr 
— That the report be received on Monday.” Agreed t. to. the 
1 89 5 wa. 


Monday, 34 Abril. | 1 


After the call of the Houſe was diſpoſed of, 

Mr. SHERI DAN moved, that there be laid before the Houſe a 
copy of all communications that bave taken. place between the 
Directors of the Bank of England and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer upon the advances that have been mage to Government. 
fince the 1 of November, 1794, excluſive of the pagers that have 
been laid before the Houſe this day. Agreed to. | 

The report of the Bank Bill was read. p 

Mr. TIERNEY moved an amendment, on the clauſe brought 


up'by Mr. Chancellor rPitt, i in che E on the bill; dt. 
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The SPEAKER fuggeſted, that it would be more regular | to pror 


poſe the amendment as a diſtinct clauſe. 


Mr. TIERNEY therefore moved the following clauſe : « Pro- 
vided always, and be it hereby enacted, that nothing therein con- 


tained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to any caſe wherein 
a banker, &c. who may have been held to ſpecial bail, ſhall not 
have made an affidavit that he, ſhe, &c. did not, at the time of the 


arreſt, poſſeſs the whole, or three-fourths in caſh, of the ſum for 


which they were arreſted.” 1 

Mr. Chanecllor PITT aſked what the principle was upon 
which the Houſe proceeded ? It was, that bankers might retain 
ſpecie enough to pay the fractional parts of the ſums demanded of 


them. If they were to be forced to pay the whole in caſh, one de- 


mand might ſweep away all the caſh they had. Ihe clauſe pro- 


poled, therefore, was againſt the principle of the bill, and therefore 


he oppoſed it. 
The clauſe was negatived. 


Several of the amendments made by the Committve | in the bill 
were read. 


Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY, though he did not like the i in- 


terference of Government in the affairs of the Bank, was not, hows- 


plained whether that had been at the deſire of the Bank as a ſalvo to 
its credit. There being no longer any occafion for keeping up this” 
myſtery, he moved a clauſe enaQing, that none of the reſtraints of 


| 


ever, ſure, that there might not have been a neceſſity for it on the | 
late occaſion. Government had, indeed, taken upon itſelf the re- 
ſponſibility of the ſtoppage of payment, but it had not yet been ex- 


payment impoſed by this bill ſhould be held binding, unleſs within 
three days after its pailing the Houſe of Commons, the Directors of 


the Bank ſhould addreſs a letter to Mr. Speaker, declaring, that it 
was their wiſh theſe reſtrictions ſhould continue. 
No Member ſpoke againſt this clauſe ; but, on the queſtion be- 
ing put, a diviſion took place, when it was rejected : 
For it, 45 ; Againſt it, 86. Majority, 41. | 
The bill was ordered to be read a third time on Wedneſday 
next, | if then engroſſed. 


Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY expreſſed a wiſh that a ſhorter, 


period ſhould be fixed for the duration of the bill, 


The report of the bill for amending the Coon Exportation 5nd : 


Importation Act was brought up. 


On the amendment for . out the word " Barley” ting 


read, a converſation took place. 
dit A. F ERGUSON expreſſed his obje 1 * to alovingBatley 
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to be alone exported, becauſe it would tend to encourage the growth 


of that article to the detriment of other ſorts of grain. an 
Mr. COKE (of Norfolk) was for the exportation of Barley. th 
He moved that the word “ Barley“ ſhould be re-inſerted in rc 
the bill. ö 00 
Mr. Alderman CURTIS was againſt it. 8 
Mr. HOBHOUSE ſuggeſted, that Barley, in many parts, fur. 10 
niſhed the poor with their only food, and he would therefore vote th 
againſt the exportation. | th 
Mr. RYDER defended the principle of the bill. Us 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY camplained that the mercan- * 
tile intereſt always prevailed with Government over the landed; 3 
the reaſon was, that the former were a united body, and that the 1 
latter were not. thy 
- Mr. MILBANKE faid a few words in favour of the ex- - 
portation. . 
I.! be queſtion being called for, a diviſion took place: Ayes, 513 f 
Noes, 75. - 
Tueſday, 4th April. m 

Mr. SHERIDAN then roſe, in purſuance of his notice, to call 80 
the attention of the Houſe to the ſubject of making any farther ad- 
vances to the Emperor, and proceeded to the following effect: * 
It is unneceſſary for me to ſay any thing upon the importance of * 
the ſubject which ſtands for diſcuſſion this day. I muſt, however, 6: 
obſerve, that ſuch diſcuſſion muſt be attended with ſome embarraſſ- . 
ment; I have before me but a choice of difficulties ; for as it is | 
important that the diſcuſſion which J bring forward ſhould take — 
place as early as poſſible, ſo it is alſo highly deſirable that the deciſion = 
of the Houſe ſhould be grounded on proper information. I believe Fr 
there never was a ſubject brought before Parliament which excited s 


more .anxiety in the public mind, or to which the nation looked 
with more impatience, than they do at this hour, for the deciſion 
of this Houſe with reſpect to a future Loan to the Emperor. It is 
a point which, in my opinion, involves the queſtion, Whether they "E 
are to be faved or ruined? And it is to his Imperial Majefty him- 


ſelf, highly important to know, as ſpeedily as poſſible, and before . 
he commences the mõſt important campaign that was, perhaps, ever 4 
opened in Europe, what is the determination of this Houſe upon the wi 
ſubje& of ſending money out of this country at this awful moment. it 
It is, eſſential for the people of this country to know what is to be = 
taken; from them, and effential for his Imperial Majeſty to know. 9 


upon what he is to rely. In diſcuſſing this'momerntons queſtion; I 
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am ready to admit, that whatever I may think of the neceſſity or 
the prudence of advances that have been already made by us to fo- 
reign powers, we-ſhould at all events keep good faith ; and there- 
fore it is highly important, indeed eſſential, to our welfare, that we 
conſider duly before we encourage in the Emperor a hope that he is 
to have any aid from us in the future proſecution oi this war. Witin 
this view of the ſubject I moved for certain accounts, from which 
the Houſe might collect information, and ſuch as I took to be eſſen- 
tial to the ſubject in diſcuſſion. To that motion there ought to have 
been made a return very different from that ſmall ſcratch which is 
exhibited on the paper now before us, and which I #ook into my 
hand juſt as I came into the Houſe, I was in hopes, when I made 
the motion yeſterday, and as I took pains to explaint it to a right 
honourable gentleman before the rifing of the Houſe, that the whole 
of the information I wanted, and which my motion called for, would 
have been laid before the Houſe to-day ; but I underſtood there was 
much difficulty in complying with the whole requeſt, and that great 
embarraſſment would ariſe from that compliance, on account of 
many of the papers which I wanted being before a Committee now 
engaged in an important inquiry, who could not deliver copies of 
them conſiſtently with the ſecrecy which it is at preſent a part of 
their duty to obſerve. I determined not to preſs any farther now 
for theſe papers. Under theſe circumſtances I feel that I come 
forward under great diſadvantages ; the information upon which! 
muſt proceed is extremely imperfect. Had we the whole before us, 
| ſhould feel it my duty to call upon thc Houſe to declare that no 
more money ſhould be ſent to the Emperor. Indeed, if the infor- 
mation were complete, I think the Houſe would fee that ſending 
any more money from this country at this moment would be out of 
the queſtion. What I chiefly wiſh for, and what I lament, is not 
before us, is the whole of the correſpondence between the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer and the Bank Directors fince the year 
1794 upon the ſubject of ſending money to the Emperor. If the 
right honourable gentleman wiſhes to come to a free diſcuſſion of 
the queſtion—whether it be effential to the true intereſts of this 
country that farther advances ſhould be made to the Emperor at this 
moment, under all the circumſtances by which We are ſurrounded, 
whatever may have been the opinion of the Bank DireQors, and 
without entering into any calculations that have been made by them 
reſpecting the trade and commerce of this country, I ſhall be ready 
to argue the ſubject with him in that way; and I ſhall not deſire the 
opinion of the Bank Directors. I think the ſubje& may be now diſo 
cuſſed without their opinions, as far as the motion with which I ſhall 
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tonclude, will call for that diſeufſion. Had I waited, I might have 
the whole cf the opinions which have been given from time to time 
by the Bank DireQors upon the ſubject of advances to the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer : but T did not ſee the abſolute neceſſity of 
doing ſo. Some may ſay it is premature to inquire into the queſtion 
of prudence in advancing more money to the Emperor before we 
have had a complete inveſtigation of the cauſes which led to the 
Order in Council; by which the Bank were directed to ſtop pay- 
ment. That appears to me to be very unwiſe counſel, for by it 
you may be led to defer the remedy until it is too late. It may be 
ſaid, that you ſhould not apply your remedy until you Know the 
cauſe of the order; that; I own, is figuratively very correct; but if 
you attempt to carry it into practice, it may be fatal to the patient. 
If a phyſician were to order that neither a bandage nor a ſtrptic 
fhould be applied to a bleeding wound until he had diſcovered the 
cauſe of the complaint, his patient would ſtand in danger of dying, 
before the remedy could be applied by this deliberate and methodical 
phyſician : or, if the Humane Society were to order that no perſon 
ſhould be attempted to be brought to active life from a ſtate of 
ſuſpended animation, until the Coroner's inqueſt had ſat upon the 
body, and brought in their verdi, “ Felo de ſe; death by the 
« viſitation of Providence; accidental death, or murder bv ſome 
&« perſons unknown,” I apprehend their efforts would not be very 
uſeful. Here we are, I admit it, in a ſtate of ſuſpended anima- 
tion; or, if we are aſſaſſinated, it is by perfons who ere much too 
well known, Having made theſe vr. liminary abſervations, I ſhall 
now proeced upon the more immediate points of the ſubject which 
it is the buſineſs of the Houſe to inveſtigate this day. 

A worthy Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) has given his opinion 
upon part of this ſubject already. I have already laid, that | 
differed from that opinion. It is not neceſſary now to recite 
that opinion, nor to enter at large into that which ee the 
difference between us. I hope that public credit v ve revived, 
and that in the perſon of the Bank of England. I am alfo confi- 
dent, that whether you endeavour to eſtabliſh a hank upon th: faith 
of the landed property of this country, or whether you try any other 
means, that no ſuch attempts ſhould ever be made until you are en- 
tircly ſatisfied that public credit cannot be reſtored in the perſon of 
the Bank of England. 

From what I have heard abroad, and from the two papers which 
| have been laid upon the table this day, I am glad to ſee that the 
Bank appears to have made ſuch a ſtand againſt the meaſures u h 
have led to this eſſect. I have, from the commencement, declared 
openly and freely what I thought of the conduct of the Bank. Upon 
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5 the face, of thingy EE appear to have been guilty. of 
; exxors and-ſomedegee of criminality, AI is, therefore, I ſay, with 

anudli ſatisfacꝭin, I perceive, from the papers on your table, that they 
f are leſs to blame g han Lat firſt ſarmized. This will afford ſubjet— 
\ matter for q; toi the country, at, large, becauſe, in addition to their 
© 
e 


being à corporate body, for..purpoſes more immediately relating to 
chemieglves, the Bagk- arc the channel through which the public 
. creditor is paid. It would, therefore, Sir, unleſs it could be proved 


t that they had done ſomething to forfeit their charter—it would 
0 therefore, I repeat it, be raſh and improper to deprive them of that 
e channel, or to make them no longer the medium through which the 
if public creditor.was to be paid. With reſpect to the Bank in the 
. preſent. inſtance, t. does appear that not at a late period only, not 
je at a time immediately preceding the Order of Council, but that 
* from the end of the year 1794 they have been unceaſing in their 
g repreſentations. to the Miniſter, whoſe obſtinate perſeverance has 
al brought the country to its preſent calamitous ſituation, and who was 
mn repeatedly preſſing the Bank for advances, which he inceſſantly pro- 
of miſed to repay, but which promiſe he never kept. If, Sir, it ſhall 
he by theſe papers appear that the Bank frequently remonſtrated againſt 
he the meaſure of making the Treaſury Bills payable at the Bank; if 
ne it ſhall appear that not once or twice, but that they had nine diſtindt 
1y promiſes from him to abſtain from that practice; if it ſhall appear 
a that the right honourable gentleman promiſed to bring down the ad- 
00 vances of the Bank from 2, 5 o, oool. to 500,000l. as requeſted 
all by the Bunk; if it ſhall appear that he almoſt gave a pledge to bind 
ch himſelf, by a parliamentary meaſure, to make this reduction; if it 
ſhall be ſeen that he never kept any of theſe promiſes; if it ſhall. 
on appear that, notwithſtanding theſe violations of the moſt ſolemn en- 
1 gagements, the Bank, with a too-blameable facility, continued. to 
ite afford ſupplies· to him upon repreſentations, which amounted to in- 
the timidation — I ſay, Sir, if theſe things ſhall appear, if the Hayſe 
ed. ſhall find that the Bank continued their remonſtrances until the very 
fi- eve of iſſuing the Order of Council, which they did not ſolicit, and 
uth which they did nat want for their own affairs, I ſhall think, how 
her ever the Directurs of the Bank may be culpable, from their too 
en- great facility, yet, that they ſtand elear of much of the blame, 


| of which it» the firſt inſtance, we might be inclined- to wy 
them, and which, in a very ſuperior degree, .is imputable tg 

ich right hongurable gengleman. The papers that have bg 

the the table atford.us ſome light into this part of. the ſubje 

ch | have--recounſe 0 ſome of the documents upon hs PR 

vcd WW © fame of, them, bæcauſe they are nat all W eee — 
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thoritics to which I have alluded. 
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On the 3d of December, 1795, the Court of Directors of the 
Bank came to the following rofolution, which was communicated 
to the Miniſter : 


Reſolved, That the following reſolution of the Court be communicated 

to the Chancellor of the Exchequer : 
' That the Court of Directors, after a very ſolemn deliberation, ade- 
uate to the importance of the ſubject, are unanimouſly of opinion, that 
ſhould ſuch a loan (viz. a loan of 3, ooo, oool. to the Emperor) take 
lace, they are but too well grounded in declaring (from the actual 
effects of the Emperor's laſt loan, and the continued drains of ſpecie aud 
bullion they ſtill experience) that they have the moſt cogent reaſons to ap- 
prehend very momentous and alarming conſequences. 

They are, therefore, led to hope, (after exprefling their acknowledge- 
ments to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for having hinted that ihe 
welfare and ſafety of the Bank ſhould in this matter ſuperſede every 
other conſideration) that he will be pleaſed to lay aſide the adoption ot 
ſuch a meaſure, which they beg leave to repeat, would be, in their opinion, 
moſt fatal in its conſequences, - | 


On the 14th, of January, 1796, they came to the following 
opinion, which was likewiſe communicated to the Miniſter : 


It is the opinion of the Committee of Treaſury, that the Governor and 
Deputy Governor ſhould repreſent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
That they cannot look upon the ſcheme of aſſiſting the Emperor to raiſe 
a loan in Germany, by the guarantee of the Parliament of Great Britain 
in any light which will not, one way or other, be detrimental to this 

country, even if a law were paſſed by Parliament to prevent Britiſh ſub- 
jets from taking any ſhare therein. 

That ſuch a call for money in Germany will occaſion demands of it 
from hence. Germans, Italian, and other foreign Capitaliſts, who have 
property here, will be induced to draw it away, 

Peaple in Holland, who by the late acts have money locked up here, 
may go to Germany, and draw for it from thencc, 

That funds, which would otherwiſe be employed in ſpeculations (f 
trade with England, may, by ſuch an opportunity of inveitment at home, 
be diverted from the one to the other purpoſe, 

That the exchange between this Country and Hamburg may be much 
affected by it. 

That, in ſpite of legal prohibitions, it is to be apprehended that ſome 
people here would take ſhares in ſuch a negotiation, under the names of 
their Foreign Correſpondents. 

From theſe and other cauſes, they are fully of opinion, that the Go- 
vernor and Deputy Governor can give no advice to Mr. Pitt in favour cf 
ſuch a meaſure ; which is, indeed, of a wide political extent, and beyond 
the line of their duty.to judge of. 


Theſe are but a ſmall part of the proofs that ought to be before 
us, the reſt are ſtill more important to ſhew the premeditated deſign 
of the Miniſter, and his obſtinate perſeverance, notwithſtanding the 
declared opinions which were given upon the ſubject from the au- 
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On the 11th of February, 1796, there was formed the follow- 
ing Reſolutions : 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, founded upon 1ts expe- 
rience of the effects of the late Imperial Loan, that if any farther loan or 
advance of money to the Emperor, or to any other foreign ſtate, ſhould, 
in the preſent ſtate of affairs, take place, it will, in all probability, prove 
fatal to the Bank of England. 

; The Court of Directors do therefore moſt earneſtly deprecate the 
adoption of any ſuch meaſure ; and they ſolemnly proteſt againſt any re- 
ſponſibility for the calamitous conſ2quences that may follow thereupon, 

Reſol ed, That the Governor and Deputy Governor do communicate 
theſe Reſolutions to the Chancellor of His Majeſty's Exchequer. 


The Houſe ſhall now hear the anſwers of the Miniſters to theſe 
opinions and remonitrances : 


ANSWER TO THE FIRST, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer having peruſed the Refolution with 
great attenth m, repeatedly ſaid, that certainly, as matters were there 
itated, he ſhould not think at preſent of bringing forward ſuch a mea- 
ſure ; adding, that though he ſhould, in opening the budget, make it 
kaown that he made reſerve with the preſent contractors for the loan, to 
permit the Emperor's raiſing three millions, ſhould circumſtances require 
it, he ſhould lay aſide all thoughts of it, unleſs the ſituation of things, 
relative to the Bank, ſhould f alter as to render ſuch loan of no import- 
ance or inconvenience to them in perſpective. 

The Governor promiſed him, that ſhould ſuch a change take place, and 
he ſhould wiſh for the adoption of ſuch a meaſure, he certainly would 
communicate it to him with pleaſure. 

Mr. Pitt wiſhed very much to have the paper left with him for the pur- 
poſe of communicating its contents to the Cabinet, if he found it neceſ- 
fary ; promiſing, that no one ſhould have a fight of it elſewhere, and 
that if the Governor would call upon him in two or three days, he would 
return it to him. 
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ANSWER TO THE SECOND. 


Mr. Pict replied, that after the repeated intimations which he had 
given to the Governor and Deputy Governo of the Bank, that no far- 
ther loan to the Emperor would be reſolved on without previous commu- 
nication with the Bank, and due conſideration of the ſtate of thei: cir- 
cumſtances, he did not ſee any reaſon for theſe reſolutions ; that he did 
ſuppoſe they were adopted in a moment of alarm, and that he ſhould 
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conſider them in that light. % 

3 a 2 I 
| Atter this ſolemn promiſe, and after expreſſing his idea that the 4 
laſt reſolution was adopted in the moment of alarm, he agreed to 1 

ſend a million and a half to the Emperor without the knowledge of | 

: Parliament, and with a determination that Parliament ſhould not 
1 Ii 


know it, If I am not miſinformed, all the advances that were 
made to Miniſters were accompanied with very ſtrong remon- 
ſtrances againſt the miſchievous tendeney which they had on the 
edit of the Bank, and which remonſtrances were anſwered by 
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repeated aſſurances that the ſums ſhould be punRually repaid. If 
what I heard upon the ſubje& be true, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ought not only to dread the anger of the public for his con- 
duct in this buſineſs, but he ought to be aſhamed even to face the 
Cabinet itſelf. On the 6th of October commenced the preſent 
ſeſſion of Parliament: now mark the words which the preſent 
Miniſter put into the mouth of the Sovercign on that day in ad- 
dreſſing the two Houſes of Parliament : His Majeſty was made to 
fay on that day, amongſt other things, 


I rely on your zeal and public ſpirit for ſuch ſupplies as you may 
think neceſſary for the ſervice of the year. It is a great ſatisfaction to 
me to obſerve, that, notwithſtanding the temporary embarraſſments which 
have been experienced, the ſtate of the commerce, manufactures, and re- 
venue of the country, proves the real extent and ſolidity of our reſources, 
and furniſhes you ſuch means as mult be equal to any exertions which the 
preſent criſis may require. 


I fay, that when theſe words were uttered, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer knew from the repreſentations of the Bank, he knew 
from, the paſt exertions made to ſupply the Emperor, the Bank 
would be unable to continue its advances, without being in danger 
of that which has ſince actually happened: this he knew when he 
penned the ſpeech to. which I have alluded, and deliberately put 
into the mouth of the Sovereign, that which he, the Miniſter, knew 
to be a falſchood. He cannot plead ignorance of theſe things; he 
had no means of avoiding the knowledge of them. The Bank, I 
own, were blameable in complying with the Miniſter's demands, 
but he was criminal in making ſuch demands. Theſe loans 
avowed, and the loan concealed, brought the Bank to its preſent 
condition; in which we ſee it unable to pay the public creditor. 

1 now come to the Order in Council. The whole of that pro- 
ceeding is founded upon the repreſentation of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. None of the proceedings which led to that Order are 
in writing, I believe; they kecp no journal; I wiſh they did, and 1 
wiſh that the minutes of that buſineſs were before this Houſe. I 
ſhould like that the Houſe ſhould ſee, whether the repreſentations 
made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer had any reſemblance to 
truth. To ſee, whether he laid before the Council the various re- 
monſtrances that were made to him by the Directors of the Bank. 
Whether he informed the Council of one word of the real ſtate 
of the Bank. I ſay, I wiſh theſe things could be brought before the 
public. All that appears upon that ſubject is, that the Order in 
Council was made upon the mere affertion of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Theſe are the words of the Order in Council : 
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Upon the repreſeatation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ſtating, 
that from the reſult of the information which he has reccived, and of the 
inquiries which it has been his duty to make reſpecting the effect of the 
unuſual demands for ſpecie, that have been made upon the metropolis, in 
conſequence of iI founded or exaggerated alarms in different parts of the 
country, it appears, that unleſs ſom- meaſure is immediately taken, there 
may be reaſon to apprehend a want of a ſufficient ſupply of caſh to anſwer 
the exigencies of the public ſervice. It is tue unanimous opinion of the 
Eoard, that it is indiſpenſably neceſſary for the public ſervice, that the 
Directors of the Bank of England ſhould forbear ifſuing any caſh in pay- 
ment until the ſenſe of Parliament can be taken on that ſubject, and the 
proper meaſures adopted thereupon, for maintaining the means of circu- 
lation, and ſupporting the public and commercial credit of the kingdom 
at this important conjun&tiire; and it is ordered, that a copy of this mi- 
nute be tranſmitted to the Directors of the Bank of Eng land, and they 
are hereby required on the grounds of the exigency of the caſe to con- 
torm thereto until the ſenſe of Parliament can be taken as aforeſaid. 
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Now, I aſk, was this a repreſentation of the truth? Or was it 
a filſchood ? eas the preſſure actually produced by the unuſual 
demands for ſpecie that were made upon the metropolis? Or was it 


/ not the gradual growing reſult of that which was repeatedly ſtated by | 

; the Bank to the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? I ſay it was from the f 

; latter, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer knew it, and it is an il 

; aggravation of his guilt that he abaſed the unſuſpeRing temper of 1 

; His Majeſty, who was preſcnt at this Council, by miſrepreſenting 1 

x the fact. 2 | 4 14 

* have ſtated all the communications we know of between the 1 1 

1 Bank and the Miniſter. We have the authority of the former, that jþ 40 

1 the advances to the Emperor were the main cauſe of the difficul- 28 

as ties in which we are now involved. This I ſhould think pretty ay 

2 good authority. But when we ſce all their predictions verified by | 1 
the event, I muſt reſpect their opinion more. I ſay, Sir, theſe ar- | 1 

* guments are ſufficient to prove, that we are bound to expect from j i 

he the Miniſter, before any farther advances are made to the Emperor, + 

wy full proof that thoſe advances will be compatible with the revival 1 4 

il of public credit. Upon that part of the ſubject I admit that there 1 

1 is a defect, ariſing from our not having the w hole information neeeſ- ih | 

pa ſary. But leaving, for a moment, out of the diſcuſſion, the queſtion We; 


of the degree of deference due to the Bank, and the poſſibility that 
N their opinion may be invalidated by the teſtimony of other perſons, 
990 more acquainted, we may be told, with the intereſts of the Bank 


ps than the Directors themſelves ; but taking it for granted that we 
% ſhall have a croſs examination upon the ſubject, I paſs it by for the 


| preſent, and proceed to ſtate what my opinion is, of another loan to 

3 the Emperor, in the preſent ſtare of the country. I wiſh to take 

the queſtion fairly, and to put out of my mind the prudential reaſons 
2 * \ 
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of the cafe, and the probability of repayment ; though on the face of 
it we are not, as guardians of the public purſe, juſtified in lending 


money without a probability of its being repaid. But I will fairly 


admit, that if another loan be neceſſary for our co-operation, and 
if it be connected with the vital intereſts of the ſtate, the proſpect of 
repayment is a ſubordinate confideration. The gentlemen on the 
oppoſite fide ſeem to be glad of this admiſſion. I am not ſurprized 
that they are glad I admit it, becauſe they muſt ſee that there is no 
probability of repayment. His Imperial Majeſty was bound to pay 
the firſt loans by inſtalments, to diſcharge the intereſt punctually, 
and to ſend a Commiſſioner to this country as his agent. He failed 
in all theſe engagements ; he paid no inſtalments, was not punctual 
in paying the intereſt, and fent no Commiſſioner, whom, I ſhould 
have thought, he might have ſent, becauſe it would have been at- 
tended with little or no expence. That he paid the intereſt by 
more loans I grant; but the Commiſſioner was wholly omitted. 
As to any future proſpect of repayment, we have this pretty ſatisfae- 
tion, that, by the laſt paper laid upon the table, the Emperor engages 
to repay the 500,000]. that has been advanced to him out ot any 
farther loan that may be furnithed. There are no means ſo good 
as this: Mexico and Peru are not ſo excellent a ſource —they may 
by ſome accident fail ; but if one debt is to be repaid, only when a 
man lends you more money, there is no ſecurity half ſo ſolid and fo 
ſtrong. We have, by the treaty reſpecting the firſt loan, a ſecurity 
upon the Emperor's hereditary dominions ; we have a claim upon 
Brabant ; the Netherlands are mortgaged to us ; we are, I may 
ſafely ſay, not mortgagees in poſſeſſion; and as the French do not 
ſeem inclined to cede them to us, I do not lay much ſtreſs upon that 
ſecurity. But as an argument in favour of another loan, it is ſaid, 
that the Emperor's reſources will be amply ſufficient after the war. 
If that is the caſe, it is a ſtrong reaſon againſt impoſing ſuch additional 
burthens upon this country, in its preſent exhauſted ſtate ; bur if it 
ſhould not be the caſe, will it not render the proſpect of repayment 
more diſtant ? But I will not dwell upon this part of the ſubject, 
becauſe if farther advances are connected with the vital intereſts of 
the ſtate, it will be immaterial to my argument, whether they are fur- 
niſhed by way of gift or of loan. In conſidering the ſubject in the 
next point of view, I ſhall not ſtate it as a method of forcing peace. 
I by no means take it even as an indirect mode tending to lead to 
peace, but as the worſt means of continuing the war. Under this 
impreſſion, I contend, that whatever gentlemen may think of the 
war, whether they think that it ought to be carried on ad interne- 
cionem; that it was juſt and neceſſary in its origin, and wiſe and 
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praQicable in its object; that it was, in ſhort, every thing which I 
do not think it; I ſay, whatever their opinions may be, they ought 
{till to ſupport my propoſition ; becauſe the queſtion is not whether 
another loan will, or will not, be an accommodation to the Emperor, 
but whether it will do him greater benefit, or us greater injury. 
This is the fair way of conſidering it; and in that point of view it 
muſt be proved, what never has been attempted to be proved, that 
the Emperor cannot take the field without another loan. Are we 
to ſuppoſe that, notwithſtanding” the former ſums that have been 
ſent to him, he cannot make any vigorous efforts without this new 
| one? Will gentlemen argue that he can make no military exertions 
| except his troops are well paid? I will not remind thoſe gentle- 
| men of their declaration ſo often made, that the French mult fiy 
- before troops diſciplined and regularly paid. We have fatal expe- 
y rience of the fully of thoſe declarations ; we have ſeen ſoldiers fre- 
queatly without pay, not ſeldom without ſufficient proviſions, put to 
rout the beſt-paid armies in Europe. If I am to be told that they 
are influenced by a prineiple “ which they of the adverſe party 


97 


* want ;” that they poſſeſs an enthuſiaſtic attachment to the cauſe 
xd which they ſupport ; that they are actuated by a ſpirit of indigna- 
wy tion at the oppreſſion attempted to be exerted againſt them that 
a it is this ha? nerved their arms and ſteeled their hearts; if I am to 
ſo be told that the Emperor, even for his laſt ſtake, cannct rouſe his 
ity ſubjects to ſuch efforts, and ſuch enthuſiaſm ; why then, I ſay the 
on cauſe is deſperate indeed, and you will be throwing away your 
"ay money, without being able to do any effectual ſervice to your ally. 
not And do I demand from the ſubjects of Auſtria greater ſacrifices than 
hat have been made by the people of Great Britain? By theſe ſacrifices 
id, have we been reduced to our preſent ſituation. Having, therefore, 
var. been ſo reduced, we muſt ſee the abſolute neceſſity of reſtoring pub- 
"nal lic credit by all the means in our power. We muſt never lofe ſight 
if it of this, that it is the eredit of Great Britain that has been the terror 
zent of her enemies : it is her life-blood and marrow ; and whenever it 


ls gone, ſhe will be reduced, not, perhaps, to a lifeleſs body, but to 
a (mall and inſignificant trunk in the eyes of all Europe. I ay, 
dir, therefore, we muſt look to our actual ſituation, I have lately 
lat upon the Secret Committee, and I beg here to ſay, that no in- 
tention has been diſcovered to diſguiſe any thing from that Com- 
mittee, I feel myſelf reſponſible for every figure taken, except 
here objedtions were ſtated that the Committee did not go fully 
into all the circumſtances, merely, as will appear, on account of the 
prefſure of time. The reſult will be this, that we have doubled 
lie national debt ; that if this campaign be the laſt, twenty-ſix mil. 
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lions will not pay our permanent peace eſtabliſhment ; and that if 
this campaign be, as I have ſaid beſore, the laſt, we muſt, in addi- 
tioa to the burdens under which the people labour, lay five millions 
of additional taxes. "Theſe are no flight conſiderations. There 
are others which the right honourable gentleman knows are of equal 
importance. How theſe additional taxes can be raiſed without the 
reſtoration of public credit, commerce depending ſolely upon that 
credit, I leave to others to determine. Under theſe circumſtances 
I would ſay to cur ally, you muſt not aſk me to do that which can 
only afford you temporary aid, but which muſt bring on me full 
and entire deſtruction. If we caſt our eyes over the whole of the 
empire, we ſhall find no where pleaſing proſpects to dwell upon, 
Even India, which we were fondly taught to expect aſſiſtance from, 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) knows is labouring 
under a prefſure of a ſimilar nature with this country —an army is 
on foot watching Tippoo ; and even our old ally, the Nabob of 
Arcot, is not in a ſtate of perfect good underſtanding. In the Weſt 
Indies, if we are to keep the conqueſts, which with a ſavage barbarity 
we perſiſt in making in St. Domingo, only to purchaſe graves for 
our gallant countrymen, you moſt look, not only to your preſent ex- 
pences, but to your permanent peace eſtabliſhment. At home, we 
are told, money 1s the only commodity in which the army will be 
paid; that the internal peace of the country depends upon it. We 
are told, by infinuation, that the burdens of the people are ſo great, 
that the repoſe of every Member in the Houſe reſts upon the army 
being paid in ſpecie. Look to the ſtate of Ireland, if we can poſſi- 
bly retain our connection with that kingdom—if a civil war in that 
country, brought on by the deteſtable meaſures that have been adopted 
by Miniſters, can be avoided, muſt there not be a ſupply of money 
for the maintenance of public credit there? Is it not a fact that 
Mr. Pelham, who was here a month ago, was aſſured that part of the 
loan that was to be raiſed in this country, ſhould be for the ſervice 
of Ireland ; and that he was promiſed a million and a half in hard 
gold —a promiſe made, I ſhould ſuppoſe, under a firm conviction of 
its being the only means of procuring peace in that kingdom, it 
peace can be procured by any means. Upon the Rate of the funds 
in this country, I look back to a year from the day on which I am 
now ſpeaking. I find that the five per cents were then at 101, and 

the three per cents 592. What are they on this yy The five 
cents are at 72+, and the three per cents, at 402. And this 

in one year. What may be their fall in another year is à caleulation 
that muſt appall the ſtouteſt mind to contemplate. Can any thing 
ve done to reſtore the * but by reſtoring public credit ? It may 
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be ſaid, that in the preſent ſtate of the country, it is wrong to lay 
before the public ſo dark a ſtatement. I ſay, Sir, nothing is wrong 
that is true ; no evil is ſo great as concealment. I do not wiſh to 
encourage deſpair, but I wiſh to avoid deceit. I muſt oppoſe this 
ſyſtem of deluſion that has ſo long been practiſed upon the country. 
Do we want an example? Let us look to the Bank. The Bank were 
truſtees for others; they forgot their ſituation ;. they truſted to the 
promiſes of the right honourable gentleman, and they made large 
advances to him. We ſee how it has fared with them, and fo will 
it fare with this Houſe, if we go on confiding as we have done. 
Whether the Miniſter was deceived himſelf; or whether he deceived 
the Bank, will be a ſubject of future inquiry; but enough has 
already been laid before us at preſent, to enable us to come to this 
concluſion, that we muſt withhold all farther confidence from him. 
There is another point of view of the ſubject in which I am aware 
that an attempt to bring the Houſe to vote that no farther advances 
ſhall be made to the Emperor may be faid to lead to the worſt effect, 
that of retarding peace. As a meaſure of war, we have a right to 
ſay to the Emperor that we have done all we can. We have not 
given our laſt guinea only, but our honour. We have a right to 
deſire him to call upon his own ſubjeas. But it may be ſaid that 
without conſidering the meaſure with a view to the continuance of 
the war, in what ſtate are we putting any poſſible negotiation for 


peace? Will it not induce France to offer terms which ſhe would 


not have offered, if we had furniſhed the Emperor with the aſſiſtance 
required? I think it would produce an effect directly contrary. I 
am perſuaded that if one thing could give more delight to France 
than another, it would be the knowledge that the Commons of 
England have reſolved to perſevere in the preſent ruinous ſyſtem. 
The French would not then care whether the Emperor's troops car- 
ried on offenſive or defenſive war ; they would not then value the 
loſs of this or that portion of territory ; they would conſole them- 
ſelves with the reflection, that this proceeding of the Commons 
was, perhaps, ſlowly, but ſurely ſapping and undermining the pillars 
of the public credit of Great Britain; and they would ſee the cer 
tainty of making a conqueſt of us. In the event, therefore, of any 
negotiation, (which I do not expect under the preſent Miniſter— 
which is neither practicable with him, nor could be ſucceſsful,) F 
ſce that the effect that would be produced would be directly con- 
trary to that which has been predicted. 

With regard to the general ſafety of this country, admitting out 
credit to be reſtored, I ſhould deſpair as little as any man; but I 
fear that ſome among us think, that our apprehenſion about public 
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credit is ill-founded, and that if we get into the ſyſtem of the French, 
and rely upon paper, we ſhall be an overmatch for them. If there 
is to be no regard to public credit, and national faith ; if there is to 
be no dread of a national bankruptcy — if © periſh commerce, periſh 
credit,” be the determination. of gentlemen, I will not pretend to 
propheſy the reſult ; but the feelings of the nation are, I believe, 
againſt ſuch a ſcheme. If we were to fall in ſome other mode of 
warfare, there would be ſome dignity in our fall; but, in the pre- 
ſent tate, i it has a meanneſs and diſgrace in it; but ſhould we even 


fall in the endeavour to keep up the "national honour, by endeavour. | 


ing to preſerve the public faith, we ſhall fall with dignity, and we 
ſhall expire with ſomething like an enviable glory. As Jong as we 
are juſt to the people, fo long ſhall we retain their affeQions ; and 
I am confident that if the trial were really to be made, whether 
this country ſhould be a province of France, there would be but 
one heart, and, in the language of the beſt living poet, we ſhall 
exclaim | 
. England, with all thy faults, I love thee Qill.” 

The ſtatement which I have laid before the Houſe, may be ſaid to 
be more gloomy than circumſtances warrant. I ſhall be glad to 
have it proved ſo; but at preſent I am inclined to think that! 
have erred on the contrary ſide; nay, ſo convinced am I of it, that 
I am ready to ſay, without farther information, taking the authori- 
ties we have, and reaſoning upon what we know, that I would not 
give one guinea more to the Emperor. Sir, I cannot but think, 
that after what we have ſeen, we are placed in a more reſponſible 
fituation with reſpe& to our conſtituents ; thoug]. the Bank, there- 
fore, forgot the perſons whom they repreſented, let us not follow 
their example. We have heard ſtrange doctrines maintained of 
late. We have heard “ that the people have nothing to do with 
the laws, but to obey them; and it has been ſaid, “ that the Par- 
liament belongs to the King and not to the people.” I hope we 
ſhall not hear, in the. preſent eaſe, that the King's honour is engaged 
for another loan to the Emperor, and that we, being the King's Par- 
liament, muſt fulfil his engagements. Sir, I care not for the au- 
thority by which ſuch doctrines are maintained; they are the doc- 
trines of pride, ignorance, and preſumption, { Hear ! Hear I/ and the 
more ſolemn the place where they are uttered, and the more ſacred 
the funRionof the mar from whom they proceed, the more libellous 
and trea onable are in their nature. {Hear ! Hear / Sir, 
you know that we are bound to give advice to the King. You 
know that if any Member dared to introduce the King's name to 
Inflyenee Any, debate, vou would immediately call him to. order, 
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We need not be told, that there is a ſuſpicion abroad, of our looking 


too much to the Crown, and too little to the people. We are nor 
ignorant that all who have places under the Crown, become ſo im- 
mediately ſuſpected, that they muſt go again to the people to know, 
whether they have, or have not, by the acceptance of ſuch places, 
forfeited their confidence. I do hope we ſhall on this day ſhew 
that we belong to, and are reſponſible to, the people ; for if we 
perſevere in the courſe that we have purſued, we ſhall not deſerve 
to be called the King's Parliament, but the Parliament of the Em- 
peror ; not the Parliament of the King of Great Britain, but of the 
Houſe of Auſtria. I have ſaid that I am prepared to vote that not 
a guinea more be furniſhed to his Imperial Majeſty, and that we 
extend no farther aid to him; but I am ready to refer to the judge- 
ment of others. Some have ſaid that there is information depend- 
ing which will enable us to take a wider view of the ſubject. I 


have therefore, ſo far accommodated my mation as not to move any 


preciſe reſolution, but to make a propoſition which, I ſhould hope, 
will mect with almoſt unanimous concurrence ; for whether gen- 
tlemen think the war juſt or neceſſary, or wiſe and practicable, yet 


there is not one man here, I am perſuaded, who will not agree with 
me, that the riſk we run is greater than any poſſible benefit we can 


dcrive from it. I move, Sir, „That the Houſe will reſolve itſelf 


« into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to inquire whether it is - 


« conſiſtent with a due regard to the eſſential intereſts of this 
country, that under the preſent circumſtances, any farther loans 
or advances ſhould be made to his Imperial Majeſty.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. The ſpeech of the honourable gentle- 


man who juſt Gt down, varied ſo much from his motion, and there 


was ſo little reſemblance with the opinions he advanced, and the pro- 
poſition with which he concluded, that I find it extremely difficult 
to adopra train of arguments which will bear upon both at one time. 


The argument of the honourable gentleman, which he pretended _ 


to found upon a long detail of eĩreumſtanees, in his opinion, unde- 
niable in point of fact; and certainly, if they are true, very ſerious 


in their nature, pointed to a concluſion, in which he premiſed that 
the Houſe would betray their truſt to their conſtituents if they did 


not join, and from which, if they ventured to difſent, he apprehended 


the moſt fatal conſequences would enſue to the country. He, ſtated. 
the ſubject now under diſcuſſion, as one not to. be hung up or ſuf- 


* 


pended, not as one upon which information ought to 


be elleged, 
and mature deliberation exerciſed before a deciſion was paſſed 3 but; 
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he ceferibed it with''all that richneſs of imagery and Aptreks of ill 
uu of which'he is ſo much maſter ; with even multiplied illyſtra- 
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tions, as one on which a moment's delay ought not to be permitted, 
and on which to heſitate was to ſacrifice the beſt intereſts of the na- 
tion. It was a caſe, according to him, in which patience led to 
death, I muſt obſerve in ſetting out, however, that his analogies, 
however various and beautiful, were not very appropriate. He re- 
preſented the abſurdity of inquiring into the nature of the inſtru- 
ment by which a wound was inflicted before bandages and ſtypties 
were applied, and the inſanity of waiting for the Coroner's inqueſt 
upon a perſon drowned before the means recommended by the Hu- 
mane Society were uſed for his recovery. He forgot, however, 
that his motion, as calculated to operate upon the political malady 
of the State, did not correſpond with the ſteps which ought to be 
taken in the firſt inſtance with a perſon wounded or drowned. In 
order to make the illuſion accurate, his argument ſhould have ſtated 
that the continuance of remittances to the Emperor would produce 
an inability in the Bank to make good their money payments ; or 
ſuppoſing that inability to have juſt ariſen, he ſnould have ſhewn 
that the meaſure recommended in his motion was the beſt which 
could be adopted to remove that inability. It ſo happens, however, 
unfortunately for the accuracy of his alluſion, that money pay- 
ments have been ſuſpended at the Bank for a conſiderable time; 
that an Order of Council was iſſucd as the beſt remedy at the 
moment for the difficulties of the Bank; that this ſuſpenſion bas 
been recognized by the Houſe of Commons, and that the Legiſla- 
ture, anxious to deviſe the beſt mode of reſtoring the credit of that 
Corporation by reinftating it in its former ſituation of ſolvency, has 
thought fit, as a proper preliminary to that deliberation, to appoint 
a Secret Committee to inquire into the cauſes of its embarraſſments. 
This is the true ſtate of the queſtion. The honourable gentleman 
in his argument repreſented his motion as eſſential to the very being 
of the Bank and of the country, and as one from which the Houſe 
cannot withhold its aſſent without ſealing their own reproach and in- 
famy, by ſacrificing every truſt which has been delegated to them by 
the nation; and when the motion was read, it turned out to bc 
nothing more than an ambiguous attempt to make them pronounce 
indirectly an opinion upon a ſubject upon which they were not yet 
in poſſeſſion of information ſufficient to enable them to paſs a fair 
and juſt decifion. For though the caſe was of ſuch a nature as re- 
preſented in his ſpeech, that it could admit of neither doubt nor 
delay, his motion went to nothing more than the appointment of a 
Committee to inquire into the circumſtances connected with it. 
Does the honourable gentleman mean that the Houſe ſhould now 
reſolve itſelf into that Committee, and report to-night ? If this ij 
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his intention, where would be the candour of the proceeding in re- 


ſpect of thoſe who with for farther information, and who are unwil- 


ling to deliver an opinion till that information is collected? If he 
does not mean that the Houſe ſhould now reſolve itſelf into this 
Committee, then I object to the motion as ambiguous, diſingenuous, 
and uncandid, as capable, from its nature, of being underſtood two 
ways, and as tending to miſlead the Houſe upon the ſubject on which 
they are called upon to decide. The honourable gentleman knows, 


and the Houſe muſt be aware, that every queſtion which reſpects the 


diſpoſal of the public money muſt be agitated in a Committee of 
the whole Houſe ; ſo that whether the Houſe may think proper to 
give their ſanction to the honourable gentleman's arguments or not, 
it mult be in a Committee of that deſcription which the ſubjeQ will 
eventually come before, and in which their deciſion will be finally 
given. There is this difference, however, that at preſent they are 


not in pofſeſſion of that degree of information which is neceſſary for 


them to decide upan a queſtion of ſo much importance ; whereas, 


they will then have the materials before them from which ſuch in- 


formation is to be collected. If the honourable gentleman contends 


that the information of which they are at preſent in poſſeſſion, is ſuf- 


ficient to enable them to form a correct judgement of what ought, 
or of what ought not to be done, why does he not move them to 
come to an immediate decifion, without going into a Committee at 
all? In ſhort, it was as ſuperfluous in one view, as it is inconſiſ- 
tent and contradictory in another, I ſhould not think that the 
Houie will conſider it to be their duty to ſanction the opinions of the 
honourable gentleman, upon a view of their general policy and ex- 
pediency, far leſs that they will decide upon a ſubject of ſo much 
importance, with the ſcanty means of information now in their 


power; but if they mean to comply with the real object of the mo- 


tion, and the true wiſhes of the mover, Jet them do it in a fair and 
manly way, and not by atfenting to a motion as ambiguous in its 
nature as perfidious in its deſigns. This much I thought it right 


to ſay upon the narrow ſhape of the motion; and having ſaid ſo 
much upon the queition immediately before the Houſe, it is the leſs 


neceſſary for me to dwell long upon the train of argument- which 
prefaced the propoſition on which it turns. "Though I differ very 
conſiderably from the honourable gentleman on many of the topics 
on which he touched, I entirely agree with him on the general im- 


portance of. the ſubject; I agree with him in thinking that it is 
connected not only with the fate of a great and powerful empite, 'but 


with the general fate and deſtiny of the world; but in 


& its magnitude, ought to be the caution of this Houſe-in deciding : 
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upon it on narrow and confined principles. That theſe are do. 
moſtie conſiderations which are highly momentous, I readily admit; 
but I would remind the Houſe that there may be a narrow mode of 
loaking at them. Without attending to the cireumſtance of our 
having a great and powerful enemy to contend with, fluſhed with 
ſucceſs, and ambitious of conqueſt, with means of 3 into the 
field more numerous armies than perhaps ever were known, and 
without attending to the circumſtance of our inſular ſituation, which 
in time of war renders a continental diverſion of great conſequence - 
to our external ſecurity ; but conſidering it merely as a queſtion to 
be decided - upon the principles of economy, and calculating the 
effect, which granting pecuniary remittances to his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty at the preſent moment, has a tendency to produce upon public 
credit, upon the ſucceſs of the war, and in accelerating the period 
and improving the terms of peace, I have no heſitation in pronoun- 
cing an opinion, that the reſult of this calculation will be; that this 
country by ſending pecuniary aſſiſtance fu her magnanimous and 
faithful ally, will adopt the beſt mode of conſulting real economy, 
of reſtoring public credit, of proſecuting the war while war is neceſ- 
 fary with advantage, and of ſecuring a ſpeedy and honourable iſſue 
to the conteſt, Were the Houſe, therefore, to be driven to a deci. 
ſion upon the ſubject, I ſhould ſtate this as my clear opinion; but 
by deferring that decifion till they have the means of information 
moro fully before them, the influence of my opinion, I firmly be- 
lieve, will be ſuperſeded by their own conviction, and on that ac- 
count I am happy that the honourable gentleman does not mean to 
preſs it to an ultimate decifion to- night. The more the ſubject is 
diſcuſſed, the fewer doubts will be left upon the minds of gentle- 
men of the propriety of the meaſure, and the more the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe are inveſtigated and analized, the more will the 
opinion of its policy and utility be confirmed. As an opportunity 
for this diſcuſſion will hereafter occur, I do not think it neceffary © 
now to enter much at length upon the different topics eormected 
with it. 1 ſhall; therefore, only ſay a few words on each of them. 
And in the firſt ptace, let us try its merits as a meaſure of economy. 
And here I maft remind the Houſe that the honourable gentleman, 
by his own confeſſion, does not bring forward the propoſition as an 
indirect mode of forcing Government to conclude a peace by dif- | 
arming the country. The queſtion, therefore, is, whether, as a” 
mode of eartying on the war, the advantage which is likely to ariſe 
to this-country from the co- operation of the Emperor, ame by” 
her pecumtary aid, is / an equi vulent for the | 
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tances? To eſtimate the advantages with the inconveniences is very 
| But in the outſet I muſt ſet right an aſſumption of the 
honourable gentleman reſpecting the difference of this country grant- 
ing or withholding pecuniary aſſiſtance from her ally. The differ- 


ence (which of i:ſelf is no. ſmall one) is not merely whether we are 


to carry on an offenſive or defenſive war. This is one conſidera- 
tion, but it is not the only one. The honourable gentleman may 
talk in as high terms as he will of French enthuſiaſm and Freneh 
gallantry, but he cannot deny, at leaſt he cannot in juſtice deny, an 
equal tribute of applauſe to Auſtrian valour and Auſtrian heroiſm. 
If. we review the campaigns of the war, it is impoſſible to find in 
hiſtory inſtances of greater proweſs in the ſoldier, of more true mag- 


nanimity in the Sovereign, or of more accompliſhed. talents in the 


General, than what they have exhibited. But the reſources of his 
Imperial Majeſty are in ſuch a ſituation, that with all his zeal to per- 
ſevere in the conteſt, and all his honour in keeping his engagements 
with his allics, he cannot put the full force of his dominions in 
action without pecuniary aſſiſtance. Will any man then tell me 
that if we cut off all hope of this aſſiſtance, he may not be able to 
perſevere in his exertions? Will any man tell me that if there 
were no military di verſions ereated upon the Rhine or in the Tyrol, 
on the North or on the South of France, that her numerous armies 


would not be employed in menacing our territory, and perhaps in 


invading our coaſts? Or will any man tell me that if we withhold 
pecuniary aſſiſtance from the Emperor, the refuſal may not lead to 
a ſeparate peace between Germany and France? The difference 


then is, not carrying on a defenſive inſtead of an offenſive. war, but 
it is carrying on a war ſolely on your part, without any aſſiſtance to 


aid your efforts, or any diverſion to divide the force of the enemy, 
inſtead of carrying on the war as at preſent, in conjunction with an 
ally whoſe exertions are able to reſiſt the whole military power of 
France, while your fleets are occupied in protecting your trade and 
extending your foreign d« «ninions. 
which we enjoy, as they may be eſtimated from this ſnort and ſim- 
ple ſtatement, infinitely more than counterbalance any temporary 
inconvenience that we may ſuſtain from the mode in which-they- 
are, procured? The honourable gentleman took occaſion to introduce 


the ſubject of a Report from a-Secret Committee, of which he is 
a Member, but which is not yet before the Houſe. I ſhould wih; 


thegefore, that, the Houſe will wait till the Report is produced, and 
not repoſe ãmplicit confidence in any of the ſtatements made bye 
honomable gontleman. Ido not know whether the peace eftabli 

ment game under the inquiry .or caleulation. of that Committee.” 


And do not the advantages 
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rather think that it could not immediately come under their inveſti 


gation. But whether it did or not I am happy to aſſure the Houſe 


that no ſuch reſult, nor nothing approaching to it, will be found to 
ariſe out of a fair examination of the circumſtances of the country, 
But I find I am diſeuſſing the queſtion on grounds on which I ought 
not to object to it. Upon the train of argument which I was 
before purſuing, it is eaſy to ſhew that if we do not intend to lay 
down our arms, if we mean to continue any method of exertion, if 
it be our wiſh to be in a ſituation to perſevere in hoſtilities, if hoſ- 
tilities are neceſſary from the overbearing pride and unjuſt pretenſions 
.of the enemy, it cannot be a meafure of economy to abandon the 
plan of availing ourſelves of the co-operation of his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty by contributing money to his aſſiſtance. When we conſider 
the amount of the expence, and the magnitude of the ſervice, there 
is no ground of Compariſon between them. Upon what data does 
the honourable gentleman aſſume that the meaſure will lead to any 
difference of expence at all? He may conſider the war as unjuſt, 
as it was unneceffary, and as ill conducted in its proceſs as it was 
groundleſsly undertaken ; he may, if he pleaſes, think that the 
French were right in every thing in which this country thought 
them wrong, but he does not contend that we ſhould this day 
throw down our arms, and make unconditional ſubmiſſion to the 
enemy. Overlooking, then, the conſideration of additional ſecurity, 
arifing from the co-operation of the Emperor, and the effects of 
that co-operation operating upon the ſpirit, the trade, the manufac- 
tures, and the population of the country; overlooking, I ſay, theſe 
conliderations (and ſurely when I put them aſide none will ſuppoſe 
that I view them as trifling or unimportant) let him calculate the 
additional dire& expence which it requires to protect our coaſts from 
2 vigilant and enterpriſing foe who would have nothing to do but 
to moleſt his only remaining enemy. Reduce the public expences 
as much as you can, and let the inevitable burdens of the war be 
alleviated as much as poſſible by well-;..dged economy in the dif- 
ferent branches of the public ſervice ; but be not ſo weak or ſo 
treacherous to yourſelves as to blot out one part of an eſtimate 
under pretence of economy, while you create another ſervice which 
muſt be provided for at a much larger expence, and which would 
tend to aggravate the evil which it is your intention to cure. The 
honourable gentleman does not recommend his motion, or rather he 
does not ground his oppoſition to the meaſure hereafter to be pro- 
upon the tendency of this oppoſition to accelerate the reſtora- 
tion of peace. This, hqwever, is an object which on no political, 
euſtom ought to be ſet out of view, and therefore I hull ys ey 
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words upon the ſubje& in this point of light. Of thoſe who wiſh 


for peace, there are two clafſes. There are ſome, and of theſe a 
very numerous body, who are deſirous for peace, as ſoon as peace 
can be obtained on ſafe and honourable terms. To ſuch it muſt 
be clear that the object of their wiſhes cannot be zecured by laying 
aſide the means of ation. But there are others, and the honour- 
able gentleman may be one, who are of opinion that for the attain- 
ment of peace, there are no terms which we ought not to accept, 
no law to which we ought not to ſubmit. ky thoſe who enter- 
tain theſe humiliating ideas would be guilty of inſanity were they to 
add to their degradation by laying aſide one of the weapons to which 
they have to truſt for the acquilition of their darling object. Such 
conduct would bctray a defire not only to take any terms which the 
enemy might be pleaſed to dictate, but to take every means to render 
theſe terms as bad as poſſible. It is evident, then, that the meaſure 
in agitation affects the queſtion of peace, both as it depends upon 
the period of its reſtoration, and the terms on which it may be con- 
cluded. Did the reafonings upon the ſubjeR leave any doubt as to 
the fact, the conduct of the enemy through the whole courſe of the 
war particularly, would put the matter beyond all queſtion. Having 
ſaid ſo much upon the topics of economy, and the return of peace, 
] proceed to advert to it as a means of reſtoring public credit. Now, 
what does the honourable gentleman here aſſume? He aſſumes, 
that the great operating cauſe of the preſent embarraſſments has been 
forcign remittances ; and, upon this aſſumption, he objects to any 
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4 farther advances being made to the Emperor. In this view of the 
ws ſubject, I ſhall beg leave to throw out a few ſuggeſtions, which will 
he lead not only to a concluſion different from his, but to a concluſion 

oh directly oppoſite. I ſhall not now enter upon that part of the ſub- 
5 ject which is perſonal to myſelf. The honourable gentleman has 
5 had the goodneſs to give me intimation that he has ſome ſerious 
5 charges to prefer againſt me. Of courſe, I ſhall probably have op- 
If portunities enough in future of explaining my own conduct with the 
: dccifion of the Houſe, upon which I ſhall moſt willingly abide, 
RE whatever that deciſion may be. As this is not the ſubject of diſ- 
nich cuſſion on this night, perhaps it is improper in me to ſay any thing 
uid upon it. I would only beg leave to obſerve, that the printed pa- 
The pers, upon which the honourable gentleman commented, contain 
ths the written repreſentations of the Bank, and, it is added, my an- 
pro- ſwers. Theſe anſwers, however, were not given in writing, and 
* what is there printed under this title, is merely minutes of what 
tical paſſed between me and the Governor and Deputy Governor of the 
; ak, reported for the peruſal of _ Bank Directors, without ber- 
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ing been previouſly ſubmitted to my examination; nor did I fo much 
as ſee them till juſt before they were printed. The honourable gen- 
tleman argues that advances to the Emperor were calculated to 
produce ruinous conſequences, that ruinous confequenecs did enſue, 
therefore that the advances made to the Emperor were productive of 
ruinous conſequences. This is very ſhort logie: but if he will 
not believe it to be falſe upon my authority, if it is not too much to 
aſk, let him compare it with information. In order to make his 
coneluſion good, he mutt ſhew that the remittances made to the Em- 
peror actually did diminiſh the caſh in the Bank, and that the iſſue 
of the Order in Council was cecationed by the diminution produced 
by theſe remittances. Tt it ſhould appear that theſe advances did 
not occaſion any diminution of caſh at the time that they were 
made; on the contrary, that the balance of cath rather increaſed, 
and that the miſchief ſo much and fo juftly lamented, aroſe from the 
operation of cauſes widely diſſerent, then, in juttice as well as pru- 
dence, the Houſe ought not to aſcribe an evil to a cauſe different from 
that in which it originated. Ihe honourable gentleman preferred 
another charge againſt me, which I heard without much diſmay— 
that I had perſiſted in ſending money to the Emperor when I was 
aware that the Bank, from the line of conduct J was purſuing, was 
approaching to a ſtate of inſulvency. | 
This, again, he takes for granted without any information upon 
the ſubject. If it ſhould turn out thiat, during the whole period 
that theſe remittances were made, fo far was I from being aware of 
the approaching difficulties of the Bank by the ſucceſsful operation 
of commerce, the balance of exchange for all that time was in fa- 
vour of this country, inſomuch that, if theſe circumſtances had 
continued, the ſtate of the Bank would at this day have been 
growing better, the honourable gentleman will ſurely not perſiſt in 
the accuſation, when he finds that the ground on which it was pre- 
ferred is wholly and completely fallacious. The premiſes the ho- 
nourable gentleman may wiſh to be taken on truſt ; but to this 1 
object, not wiſhing to ſuperſede his poſition by any affertion of my 
own, but merely becauſe the Houſe are not in poſſeſſion of mate- 
rials from which they can infer whether it be true or falſe. When 
theſe materials are before them, perhaps it may be found that the 
miſchief aroſe from remittances of caſh which were ſent to Ireland 
to a greater extent than uſual, and to local alarms in this country, 
which cauſed a great run upon the Bank for ſpme time before the 
Order in Council was iffued. This is all the anſwer which 1 
think I need give the honourable gentleman's charge of miſrepre- 
ſentation. I have only a word more to ſay reſpecting an expreſſion 
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in the ſpeech from the Throne at the opening of the preſent ſeſſion. 
In that ſpeech His Majeſty was adviſed to ſtate, that the reſources of 
the country were equal to every exertion —an expreſſion founded 
certainly not upon a knowledge of the balance of caſh or bullion at 
that time in the Bank, but vpon the ſurvey of the general ſtate of 
trade and manufactures of the kingdom. Our trade and manu- 
factures certainly depend in a conſiderable degree upon the ſtability 
of public credit, which is interwoven with the independence of the 
country. To preſerve that independence, then, is neceſſary, above 
all things, to the reſtoration of public credit ; and, next to the pre- 
ſervation of this independence, is the prevention of the danger of a 
future run upon the Bank. And hcre we may look at the queſtion 
in two points of view. Let us firſt look at the beſt way to procure 
the greateſt quantity of caſh ; and, if the ſubject is fairly viewed, I 
do not deſpair of convincing the Houſe that the remittance of a ſum 
to the Emperor, inſtead of obſtructing and impeding the influx of 
calh into the kingdom, will accelerate and increaſe it. I will grant 
that, it collateral circumſtances did not vary, the balance in our 
favour would be diminiſhed preciſely in proportion to the ſum ſent 
abroad. But will it be contended, that abandoning an ally would 
have no effect upon the markets of Europe, and that ſuch a ſtep, 
were it taken by this country, would not influence any of the avenues 
of her commerce? Such a poſition is ſo abſurd and untenable, 
that it would be an inſult on the good ſenſe of the Houſe to ſpend 
their time in combating it, But a profitable trade depends not only 
on the ſtate of the purchaſer to receive, but of the ſeller to ſend. 
And need I aſk what effect it would have upon the zeal, the ſpirit, 
the induſtry, and conſequently the trade and manufaQures of the 
country, were our coaſts to be inceſſantly threatened by the whole 
concentered force of France, which would be the caſe were the 
Emperor obliged, in conſequence of our refuſing to aid him with 
money, to conclude a ſeparate peace with our common enemy? 
When the ſubje&, therefore, is viewed in this light, who is fo 
ſhort-Gghted as not to ſee that the inconvenience which may ariſe 
from preſent exertion would be much more than counterbalanced by 


the preſſure of ſubſequent events? If the argument be admitted in 


one cafe, there is no poſſible caſe to which it may not be applied. 
In ſhort, it may be argued upon the ſame grounds, that as ſoon as 
you experience the diffieulties arifing from a drain of caſh, you muſt 
give up all your foreign connexions; and upon this principle you 
ought to withdraw your protection from all your poſſeſſions i in the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies. Of theſe poſſeſſions, for inſtance, it might 
be ſaid, True, they have been aceounted * . ; 
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they have yielded great profits; the produce of them has formed a 
great article of commerce, and been the cauſe of a vaſt influx of 
wealth into the country; but in time of war they put us to an ex- 
pence ; we will fave, thereforc, in future, the expence of protce- 
tion.” But how? By facrificing all the preſent and future ad- 
vantages which might flow from the poſſeſſion of them. Preciſely 
the ſame argument will apply to an ally. But if the reaſoning is 
juſt in the view of procuring an influx of cafh from abroad, how 
much ſtronger i is it in the view of promoting circulation at home, 
which is fully as neceſſary for the reſtoration of the credit of the 
Bank as the other. If our foreign commerce would be affected by 
the abandonment of an ally, how much more would our internal 
ſituation be affected by the prefſure which would naturally reſult 
from an enemy increaſing in ſtrength in a direct ratio to our inabi- 
lity to reſiſt his efforts. Would not the natural conſequence be a 
new alarm, accompanied with a diſpoſition to hoard? And thus 
the immediate cauſe of the miſchief would be renewed. I truſt, 


that though there might be ſome cauſe for the late alarm, that it is 


now almoſt gone by; and I am convinced, that the more the ſtate 
of the country is inquired into, the leſs ground there is for deſpon- 
dency, or the apprehenſion of any danger which Engliſhmen may 
not boldly meet with the fortitude which belongs to the national 
character. While our object is, however, to remove alarm, and 
to reſtore the public credit, is it wiſe or prudent to court a greater 
alarm? Can it be expected that the effeds of the greater would be 
leſs ſerious than of the lighter alarm, or that even the ſame effeds 
would not do much more harm? Thoſe, then, who look to the 
reſtoration of public credit in the Bank of England as their fa- 
vourite object, ſhould be the laſt perſons to counteract a meaſure 
which has an obvious tendency to produce that event to which their 
wiſhes and their endeavours tend: and how the honourable gentle- 
man can claim the benefit of the argument drawn from this ſubject, 
I have yet to learn—nor can I even gueſs. There is ſtill another 
topic left upon which I feel myſelf impelled to ſay a few words, 
namely, the additional ſecurity that would be g given to credit by the 
reſtoration of peace. Whether the beſt mode of obtaining peace 
is to run the riſk of loſing the aid of the Emperor, is a queſtion 
upon which there exiſts little doubt. We have ſeen, long ago, 
that the uniform object of the enemy's policy has been to difunite 
us from our ally. This deſign has mani feſted itſelf in the courſe 
of; ſeveral negotiations and di ſcuſſions; and we have ſeen a ſimilar 
palicy too ſucceſsfully practiſed with other powers who were formerly 
n with us er Tante, and who haye been ledured, ſome 


ArRIL 4.] DEBATES. 213 


into a neutrality, others into open hoſtility againſt us. She has 
publicly and repeatedly declared her wiſh to make a ſeparate peace 
with Auſtria, that ſhe might be enabled to diate terms to us, or to 
carry on the war againſt this country with greater effect. It is but 
very lately that we have heard that France has, a ſhort time ago, 
made diſtinct overtures of peace to the Emperor to the excluſion 
of this country, and that he, with his accuſtomed honour and good 
faith, inſtead of accepting of them, communicated them to the 
Court of St. James's, and renewed his declaration to the enemy, 
that he would not conclude a peace, except in conjunction with 
Great Britain, juſtly perſuaded that no peace can be concluded on 
a permanent foundation but one founded upon a due regard to the 
individual claims, and the common intereſts of the different powers 
of Europe. Putting apart, therefore, the obligations of gratitude 
and honour, it muſt be obvious to every one whoſe views are not 
confined within the narroweſt and moſt contracted limits, that the 
beſt mode of attaining the deſirable object of peace is to perſevere 
in making a common cauſe with the Emperor, and aiding him with 
thoſe means which his own dominions do not furniſh, but with 
which the reſources of this country enable us to ſupply him. It is 
for this Houſe to determine, whether they will give ſucceſs to the 
intrigues of the enemy, which have hitherto been fruſtrated by the 
fidelity a and magnanimity of our ally, or whether they will perſe- 
vere in thoſe meaſures which are moſt likely to bring the conteſt to 
a ſafe and honourable iſſue. To their judgement and their ſpirit 
leave the decifion, convinced that they will a& in a manner be- 
coming the repreſentatives of a great and powerful nation. On 
theſe grounds I think there is no uſe in countenancing the preſent 
meaſure ; and as it does not commit the Houſe to give any opinion 
upon the ſubject, I ſhall give it my negative. 

Mr. FOX. I have liſtened to the ſpeech of my honourable 
friend with all the attention am capable of, and there is not a 
ſingle ſtatement which he has made, nor a fingle argument he has 
advanced, to which I do not moſt cordially agree; and fo far from the 
motion being 1 inconſiſtent and contradictory „as the right honourable 
gentleman has aſſerted, it appears to me to be the natural reſult of 
the views and principles on which it was founded. My honoura- 
ble friend has made out a ſtrong prima facie caſe againſt ſending 
any more money to the Emperor, but he has not upon this ground 
alone deſired the Houſe to adopt any definitive reſolution. He has 
moved for a Committee to take a more accurate ſurvey of the ſub- 
je, and to examine whether any farther information can be ob- 


| fained to remove the impreſſion which the firſt view is calculated to 
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produce. It already appears from the documents before the Houſe, 
that the right honourable gentleman has broken the promiſe which 
he made to the Bank Directors, and that he perſevered in remittirg 
money to the Emperor in ſpite of their earneſt remonſtrances, and 
their repeated repreſentations of the ruin with which it wbald be 
attended. When I find that the opinion of the Bank Directors 
was fo decided as to the danger of ſending money out of the 
country at that period, I am ready to recluſe my aſſent to a conti- 
nuance of the ſyſtem now. But the right honourable gentleman 
ſays, that, perhaps, the Bank Directors may be of a dillerent opi- 
nion now as to the effects of ſuch a meaſure, and that their predic- 
tion, as to its conſequences, was contradicted, although the event 
which they anticipated has ultimately taken place from other cauſcs, 
But the very purpoſe of the inquiry now propoſcd is, to aſcertain 
what are the ſentiments of the Bank Directors, and to obtain from 
their evidence at the bar their opinion of the effects which, in the 
preſent ſtate of the country, any farther advances to the Emperor 
are likely to produce. The right honourable gentleman urged one 
objection to the motion of my honourable friend, which, had it 
come from a perſon of inferior abilities and authority, I ſhould 
have conſidered as an idle quibble. The right honourable gentic- 
man ſays, that the purpoſe of the motion is either meant to bring 
the Houſe to a deciſion to-night, or if it admitted farther delay it 
could nat affect the object of applying a ſtyptic to the wound, of 
which the body was blceding to death. But though my honourable 
friend does not mean to hurry the Houſe into the Committee to- 
night, three days need not elapſe before the Houſe might be able to 
come to a decifion upon ſuch information as would be ſufficient to 
enable them to form their judgement. The right honourable gen- 
tleman, however, oppoſes the forms of the Houſe, and fays, that the 
ſubje will be better diſcuſſed in a Committee of Supply. But is 
not time of material conſideration when public credit and confi- 
dence depend upon the reſult? Is it not of importance that the 
country ſhould know, as ſoon as poſſible, that no more money is to 
be ſent abroad? If the decifion is connected with the recovery of 
public credit, and the reſtcration of the Bank to its former ſituation, 
ihe ſpced with which the determination is adopted is an argument 
gf the greateſt weight. If the diſcuſſion is poſtponed, as the right 
honourable gentleman defires, the circumſtances in which the Houſe 
will afterwards have to decide, may be waterially changed. His 
Majeſty may enter into conditional engagements for the payment of 
ſams ; and though we know that the Houſe is not bound by ſuch 
__ engagements, will any man tell me that the cirsumſtances would be 
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the ſame, and that the Houſe would be as free to decide when His 
Majeſty called upon them to enable him to fulfil his engagement as 
before it was contracted? Rut what ſecurity is there that, before the 
opportunity arrives for the Houſe to deeide in the manner propoſed 
by the right honourable gentleman, advances may not actually be 
made, and money be ſent abroad to the Emperor ? Laſt year the 
right honourable gentleman remitted to the Emperor a million and 
a half without the knowledge or conſent of Parliament; and what 
ſecurity have we that he will not again make a merit of acting in 
the ſame manner, and come to Partiament for an indemnity ? 
Whatever other Miniſters might have pleaded againſt ſuch a ſuppo- 
ſition, the right honourable gentleman cannot remove the ſuſpicion, 

as he has eltabliſhed the precedent by what he has already done, 
and under the flight cenſure which was. paſſed upon his conduct, 
may avail hiinſelf cf the pretenee of neceflity to adopt a fimilar 
meaſure. Will the Houſe, then, upon the proſpect of a full dif. 
cuſſion upon a future occation truſt, that the Miniſter will not anti- 
cipate that diſcuſſion which they are aſterwards to pronounce ? Tle 
right honourable genileman then went more particularly into the ſub- 
ſtance of the caſe. He vid, truly, that all the Houſe had to do was to 
weigh maturely, and to chuſe between the advantages and diſadvant- 
ages which every view of the ſuhject preſents, to balance the evils of 
{ending more meney abroad in the preſent circumſtances of the 
eountre, with the ill conſequences which would ariſe from a refuſal 
of farther pecuniary aid to the Emperor. On an occafion ſo mo- 
mentous as the preſent, I am not to be impoſed upon by words; and 
becauſe I look at the magnitude of the danger againſt which we are 
immediately to guard, principally almoſt, I am not to be told that 
I take a narrow view of the ſubject. It is not the quantum of 
the advance which forms the material ſubject of conſideration. 
A million and a half, under the preſent ciccumſtances of the country, 
might be attended with much more ruinous conſequences than ten 
times the ſum in different times would produce. What, however, 


would be the conſequences of a refuſal? The right honourable 


gentleman ſays, that it is not merely the difference of an offenfive or 
defenſive war ; the conſequences, he ſays, would be more important, 
But, admitting the utmoſt extent of the advantages which we could 
reap from the exertions of the Emperor, they muſt be compared 
with the certain evils by which they muſt be purchaſed. In my 
opinion the recovery of Lombardy, and even the re-conqueſt of 
Belgium, would be no equivalent for the ruin with which public 
credit would be overwhelmed, and for the daily breach of faith 
which you would be obliged to commit againſt the-public creditor, 
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Has the right honourable forgotten the language which he ſo vaunt. 
ingly employed in the laſt Patliament during the firſt years of the 
war? Does he remember how often he told us, that the brilliant 
victories, and the extenſive territories which crowned the arms of 
the French Republic, were more than compenſated by the ruin of 
their public credit, and by the financial ſaerifices by which they 
were purchaſed? We then contended, that with regard to France 
ſuch reaſoning was ill founded. With regard to this country, how- 
ever, it muſt be conclufive. Is France ſo limited in population, fo 
defeQive in internal reſource, ſo dependent upon commerce and 
manufaQures, for the ſources of power and of proſperity, that the 
leaſt ſhock to her credit endangers the fabric of her wealth and her 
greatneſs ? Is England, on the other hand, ſo fertile in territory, ſo 
abundant in internal reſource, ſo abundant in population, ſo little 
dependent upon the adventitious advantages of commerce, that the 
ruin of her credit will leſs ſenſibly enfeeble her power, and the dil- 


order of her finances leſs affect the baſis of her proſperity ? The ad- 


vantageous ſituation in which, from various cizcumſtances, the right 
honourable gentleman has been placed, have ſpoiled the character of 
his mind. From the implicit confidence he has obtained, and the 
ſupport he has experienced, he imagines that he can advance poſitions 
which he may maintain or reject according as his purpoſe requires, 
and that the country will follow. all his changes, #nd liſten to him 
with equal conviction. He has now, however, brought the country 
to. that ſituation when he muſt no longer expect to be heard with the 
fame indulgence. The right honourable gentleman ſays, that the 
Emperor may conclude a ſeparate peace, if he no longer receives 
pecuniary aid from this country.— Here I cannot help making a 
moſt bitter complaint againſt Members. Is it true that the Em- 
peror would be juſtified in making a ſeparate peace, if he was no 
longer to be ſupported by ſupplies of money from this country! 
Was this a part of the treaty with the Emperor of Germany ? Was 
it underſtood that he was only to continue the conteſt fo long as his 
armies were paid by Britiſh money? Why did not Miniſters ex- 
plain to the public the terms on which the co-operation of the Em- 
peror was to be obtained ? Why did they repreſent him as an inde- 
pendent ally, who was to ſupport his own cauſe, and defray his own 
expence? Laſt Parliament, when the Pruſſian ſubſidy was under 
conſideration, I was rebuked by the right honourable gentleman 
becauſe I ſaid that there was no end to the ſyſtem of ſubſidies, that 
Spain, that the Emperor, might likewiſe demand to be ſubſidized, 


or refuſe to continue the conteſt. This idea was received with the 


utmoſt diſpleaſure by the right honourable gentleman. Spain and 
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Pruſſia, however, made ſeparate peace; and now we are told that 
the Emperor of Germany muſt abandon the conteſt, unleſs he is to 
be ſupported. Had Miniſters come fairly forward, and avowed that 


: ſuch was the condition of the treaty with the Emperor of Germany, 
: compliant as the laſt Parliament were, I am convinced they would 
7 have heſitated ; certain I am that it would never have been ſanc- 
A tioned by the country. At the beginning of the war Miniſters told 
. us with triumph, that the conteſt was not to be carried on as on for- 
ſo mer occaſions, at the expence of this country, but that we were to 
bn have the general concurrence of the powers of Europe without ſub- 
he fidies. Now, however, we find, that the common cauſe. is to be 
" maintained at the expence of Great Britain. The right honourable 
A gentleman ſays, that the French have ſhewn that they wiſh to diſ- 
"8 unite us from our allies, and to conclude a ſeparate peace with the 
: a Emperor. But in the policy which they employ, the French Dfrec- 
4 tory may have indirect, as well as direct objects in view. If they 
82 conceive that the conteſt is a conteſt of finance, and with more rea- 


ſon than belonged to the right honourable gentleman's ſpeeulations, 
they may eſteem a victory over the Bank of England, and over the 
public credit of this country, as of much greater importance than a 
brilliant victory on the Scheldt, the Rhine, or the Po. They may 
tempt the Emperor of Germany with offers of peace to give force to 
his demands of pecuniary aid from this country, and to ſupport that 
ſyſtem which muſt terminate in the total deſtruction of our finances, 
and the irretrievable ruin of our public credit. The right honour- 
able gentleman argues too, that, without the diverſion which the. 
Emperor of Germany affords, the troops of the enemy would be em- 
ployed upon the frontiers nearer to our coaſts. Here the ſtate of 
Ireland muſt occur to give additional weight to the danger of an at- 
tempt of invaſion. No man can entertain a worſe opinion of the 
ſtate of that country than I do. No man can attach to Miniſters a 
more ſevere reſponſibility for the meaſures which have led to that 
fatal ſituation than I do. No man can be more fully convinced 
than J am that the ſafety of Ireland, on the late attempt, was o- 
ing, not ta the prudence of Miniſters, but to the favour of the ele- 
ments, But was it from any want of land forces that the attempt 
of the enemy was fruſtrated? No, ſurely. Though they had had 
loo, ooo men inſtead of 20, ooo, could they have been more ſuc- 
ceſsful ? Can we fay, then, that jt was from a want of land forces 
that the attempt againſt Ireland was not carried into effect? But it 
may be ſaid, that their command of larger bodies of troops might fa- 
eillitate their view upon Great Britain. I have no difficulty to ſay,” 
that there is little reaſon to apprehend that ſuch an attempt wilt 
Vor, II, F f 1 F 
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take place. I do not deny, however, that it might occafion con- 
ſiderable alarm; but will the ſending of money to the Emperor di- 
miniſh that alarm, or guard againſt its conſequences? Meaſures to 
repel invaſion have already been taken, and have oceaſioned haraſs- 
ing laws and intolerable hardſhips to the poor. Nor do I believe 
that it would be thought neceffary to go beyond the ſcale of prepa- 
ration which Miniſters have thought proper to employ. But when 
the right honourable gentleman ſpoke fo much of the diverſions 
which the Emperor was to make, and the advantages with which 
they would be attended, I expected that the old prineiples would 
have been maintained. In former wars I admit the advantage of 
thefe diverſions ;” but the general ground, on which they were 
deemed uſeful, was to prevent the French, by expenſive diverſions, 
from beſtowing that care on their marine which would be dangerous 
to this country. I will readily acknowledge that I ſhouid be very 
ſorry that ſuch an increaſe ſhould take place in the French marine 
as to render them dangerous to this country ; but I am fully con- 
vinced, that though the war were to laſt two years more (a period 
to which no man can Jock for the continuance of the war) the 
French would not be able to cope with the flects of this country in 


the European ſcas. I will not deny, I will even admit, for the 


ſake of argument, that ſome diſadvantages might ariſe from the 
want of this diverſion. But, then, look at the other fide. The 
queſtion is, however, whether the credit and the confidence of the 
eountry would {offer moſt from the Emperor making a ſeparate 
peace, or from ſending money out of the country, contrary to the 
opinion of the Bank, and with their avowed declaration of the 
miſchiefs with which it has already been attended. But how then 
is the credit, the confidence of the public to be reftored ? The right 
honourable gentleman ſays, by the influx of money from the balance 
of exchange. For my on part, however, I am perſuaded that 
confidence is more required than ſpecie. The right honourable 
gentleman aſked, if the Houſe would agree to abandon Europe to its 


fate?—an expreſſion, indeed, ſo general, that the meaning of 'the 


right honourable gentlemen is not very clear. But if the credit of 
the country is to be reſtored by the balance of trade, and by every 
thing cornected with its commercial proſperity, will the right ho- 
nourable 'geritleman contend” that the Continent at peace is leſs 


| likely to conſume and to pay for our commodities than when diſ- 
tracted by the miſeries of war? Which of the plans 'propoſed, 
then, is moſt likely to effect the reſtoration of credit ? The right 

honourable gentleman” reſts his' expectations entirely upon theory. 


We appeal to experience for the Proof of U the e which the · 
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meaſure has already produced. The Bank Directors predicted the 
event which we have ſeen realized. But the right honourable gen- 
tleman ſays, that though the prediction of the Bank was fulfilled, it 
was not juſtified, and that the proportion of caſh in the Bank con- 
tinued the ſame after the advances had been made to the Emperor, 
from which ſo much miſchief had been anticipated. But without 
being particularly acquainted with the ſtate of the caſh in the Bank 
at this period, I am fully convinced, from the nature of the caſe, 
that the cath muſt have diminiſhed. The argument of the right 
honourable gentleman proved too much. He ſurely does not mean 
to ſay, that if the exchange continued favourable to this country, it 
would not have been favourable in a much higher degree it no ſuch 
advances had been made. But this balance of exchange, however, 
had not been ſufficient to ſave the Bank; and they muſt be ſan- 
guine, indeed, who expect that the miſchief of the meaſure will be 
remedied by this ſupply, or that it will be adequate to the neceſlity 
of the caſe, and to the reſtoration of public credit. I canfeſs I read 
with aſtoniſhment the ſtatements which Miniſters have introduced 
into His Majeſty's ſpeech at the opening of the preſent Parliament. 
[ will not go into the details of the particulars it enumerates, but I 


- would delire any man to read the accounts of the ſituation of the 


manufacturers in Yorkſhire, in Mancheſter, in Devonſhire, and 
judge whether the language of the ſpeech deſcribes the true ſtate of 
the country—and they muſt have great faith who can ſubſcribe to 
the aſſertion againſt the evidence of facts. I muſt complain alſo 
of the monſtrous falſehood which. Miniſters have introduced into 
this ſpeech. At the moment when the ſtrongeſt repreſentations 
were made by the Bank of the danger of the ſyſtem they purſued, 
and of the critical ſituation in which public credit ſtood, the ſpeech 
talks of ©* the temporary embarraſſments which had been felt,” and 
in ſuch a manner as to infer that they had now ceaſed, At a mo- 
ment when fo much Government paper was floating in the market, 
and the diſcounts at which it fold were ſo enormous, does the Mi- 
niſter think proper to inſult the public with ſuch an aſſertion in the 
ſpeech from the Throne? But I think I can diſcover upon what 
ground the Miniſter advances this affertion, and the manner in 
which he intended it to be underſtood. The temporary embarraff- 
ments he had felt had ariſen from the refuſal of the Bank to co- 
operate with his views; and when he repreſents them as having 
ceaſed, I underſtand him to allude to the accommodation which he 
obtained upon promiſes which he never intended to keep. The 
right honourable gentleman cautions the Houſe that the minutes 
waich my honourable friend quoted were drawn up by the Directors 
: Ff 2 
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of the Bank, without even having been ſubmitted to his inſpection. 
Had the right honourable gentleman been impeached at the bar of 
the other Houſe, and arraigned as a criminal, he might, no doubt, 
have availed himſelf of this legal objection to their evidence. But can 
it be ſuppoſed that the Directors of the Bank were mien of ſuch dull 
underſtandings that they were unable to comprehend the anſwer of 
the right honourable gentleman to their repreſentations * Was it 
that the right honourable gentleman had ſo little command of the 
Engliſh language that he could not explain himſelf ſo as to be un- 
derſtood ? or did he only employ that power of language with which 
he was graced for the purpoſes of deccit? Where men are little 
accuſtomed to communication, they may find it difficult to gather 
each others meaning; but between the Directors of the Bank and 
the right honourable gentleman, the communications were ſuffci- 
ently frequent to create a facility of underſtanding. Indeed, when 
1 hear the right honourable gentleman begin to defend himſelf by 
objections of this kind, I conſider it as a bad omen of the candour 
which he may be expected to employ in the diſcuſſion. Whether 
is public credit and confidence, then, moſt likely to be regained by 
the meaſure which the right honourable gentleman propoſes, or that 
which we recommend? The right honourable gentleman ſays that 
commerce would ſuffer by the alarm of invaſion, becauſe it would 
withdraw from labour thoſe who are now uſefully employed. 
This evil, however, had already been incurred by the meaſures 
which kave been adopted for the detence of the country. The 
ſtoppage of the Bank was not the effect of the alarm of invaſion, 
but the run upon it was occaſioned by a want of confidence in the 
pecuniary ſecurity of the country. Every part of Government ſer- 
vice, the army, the navy, was in arrear, and the embarraſiments 
ſtruck an alarm into the people. If any thing can produce a doubt 
of the ſolidity of the Bank, or prevent the reſtoration of its credit, it 
will be the obftinate perſeverance of Miniſters in the ſyſtem which 
has already been attended with ſuch fatal conſequences, and the neg- 
ligence of the Houſe in continuing patiently to acquieſce, and blindly 
to confide. Such a perſeverence I would dread more than any at- 
tempt of invaſion, or even a landing effected by the enemy. I can- 
not, upon the preſent occaſion, admit it to be a narrow view of the 
ſubje to conſider the reſtoration of credit as the grand point to 
which our exertions ought to be directed, almoſt to the excluſion of 
every other. The ſituation of this country is different from that 
of France. The credit of France was but a ſmall part of its ge- 
neral reſouree ; but here it is the life and ſoul of our power and 


proſperity. It is not ſo much the quantum of the advance, or the 
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faving in point of economy that is to be conſidered, but it is the effect 
which ſending any ſums of money abroad is likely to produce when 
connected with the fituation of the country, and the opinion which 
the Bank have expreſſed of its conſequences ; but in the view of 
peace it is of the firſt importance to labour for the reſtoration of 
public credit. The French look more to the ſtate of the Bank of 
England and. to public credit than to the event of a battle ; and 
whatever tends to protract or to endanger the cure, will raife their 
hopes, and increaſe their pretenſions. I do not wiſh to recur to the 
commencement of the war ; but it muſt be remembered, that the 
evil of war was admitted; but it was deemed a leſs evil than the 
remote evils we had to dread from the Scheldt, Holland, and Savoy, 
continuing in the power of the French. Four years have we ſuf- 
fered the immediate evils of war in a degree unparalleled, and now 
we were farther than ever from the ſecurity againſt the remote dan- 
gers which were dreaded. Take care, then, leſt you expoſe vour- 
ſelves to all the evils of the remedy, without being able to effect a 
cure. But it is ſaid, would you throw-away one of your weapons 
when you may till be obliged to continue the conteſt? Yes, I 
would anſwer, throw away one weapon, if you will then be able to 
wield the remainder for a longer period. I would rather contend 
with leſs now, to be able to contend more effeQually afterwards. 
If the war is not terminated by the preſent eampaign, and if thirty 
or forty millions are required for the public ſervice, I would aſk the 
right honourable gentleman, whether the difficulty of borrowing would 
not be more ſeverely felt, and the impotence of the country affect 
its intereſts more deeply? I would have the efforts of the country 
leſs now, that they may be more laſting. That we ſhould fall un- 
armed before the enemy, is far more likely to enſue from unlimited 
prodigality than from a cautious huſbanding of our ftrength and re- 
ſources. I know that general principles are againſt that contracted 
ſcale which I recommend; but there are occaſions when general 
principles are not applicable, and when to deviate from them, is to 
act with true wiſdom and found policy. The right honourable 
gentleman talks of peace ; but does he take any means for its at- 
tainment ? Will he, or can he take thoſe ſteps by which that bleſſing 
may be recovered ? The country is convinced that he neither can 
nor will; and far from expecting the reſtoration of credit from the 


AekiL 4.) 


bleſſings of peace, we muſt think of ſupporting credit in ſuch a 4 


manner as to be able to go on for the period to which the war may 
be protracted. Every year may convince us, that year after year 


worſe terms of peace may be expected than would have been ex- 


pected the preceding. 


It is now a war of finance, and every year 
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we muſt be in a worſe condition. In the courſe of the laſt year 
ſocks have fallen 27 per cent.; and it is to be feared that they will 
continue to fall. It is not to the ſtoppage of the Bank, nor to the 
alarm of invaſion, but to the general ſtate of credit and reſources 
that this is to be aſcribed. If this year a loan can with difficulty 


be negotiated with the Stocks at 49, how muſt the difficulty be in- 


creaſed, if it is found neceſſary to have another next year, when 
circumſtances muſt be expected to be more difadvantageous? If I 
cannot ſucceed with the right honourable gentleman to put a ſtop to 
the career he is now running, let me implore the Houſe to interpoſe 
between the madneſs of the Miniſter and the ruin of the Govern- 
ment. The credit of the country can only be recovered by the 
Houſe examing into the real ſituation of the nation, and taking its 
affairs into its own hands. The Houſe ſhould reſolve in the pre- 
ſent embarraſſments of the country to ſend no more money abroad; 
and if the war is to be proſecuted, reſerve that ſtrength and te- 
ſource which will ſupport thoſe exertions which we may be obliged 
to prolong. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that were he diſpoſed to reply at any 
great length to the right honourable gentleman's (Mr. Pitt's) ſpeech, 
that attempt on his part had been rendered perfectly uſeleſs by the 
able and complete anſwer of his right honourable friend. He there- 
fore only roſe in order to ſolicit ſome explanation on points where he 
imagined he was ſomewhat unfairly dealt with by the right honour- 
able gentleman. He unqueſtionably underſtood that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had given him a pledge that he would make the 


object of the preſent motion a ſeparate and diſtin queſtion, and 


that he would himſelf bring it forward before a Committee of 
Supply, and give it, as far as depended on him, a fair, full, and ſa- 
tisfactory diſcuſſion. But without the moſt diſtant inſinuation of 
any thing uncivil and impolite, might he not be permitted to aſk, 
what ſecurity the right honourable gentleman was prepared to give, 
that he would bring forward the diſcuſſion he had thus ſo ſolemnly 
promiſed? Did not the right honourable gentleman promiſe the 
Governor and Directors of the Bank, that no farther loans ſhould be 
made for the Emperor * Did he keep that promiſe? No! And 
now that he makes a promiſe to the Houſe with the ſame emphaſis 
and ſolemnity, what aſſurance have the Houſe that this promiſe ſhall 
be more faithfully adhered to? The language which ſuch a conduct 
might juſtify, it was not his wiſh to adopt ; he was not prepared to 
aſſert that the right honourable gentleman would not keep his word; 


be would only venture to. ſay, that it was very poſſible he might 


He ha 


change his mind; and if ſo, what penalty is he to incur ? 
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bound himſelf not to make any farther advances to the Emperor, 
without previouſly communicating ſuch intention to the Houſe. But 
has he not done ſo already? and what was the cenſure paſſed by 
the Houſe on that unconſtitutional tranſaction? Did not the Houſe 


reſolve, that it ſhould not be drawn into a precedent ; and that no- 
thing could have juſtified it but the urgency of the caſe, by which he * 
vas juſtified in that inſtance? But may not the right honourable | 


gentleman hold out again a ſimilar preffure, and on the plea of the 
ſpecial neceſſity of the caſe, come again for an indemnity to the 
Houſe ? He is now, as he ſays, willing and ready to diſcuſs the pro- 
priety of farther advances— Was he ſo laſt year, when, of his own 
accord, he clandeſtinely ſent money abroad without condeſendi 
ſolicit the opinion or conſent of Parliament? The great ſtreſs a 
the right honourable gentleman's arguments reſted on one point, that 
we wiſhed to compel the Emperor to a ſeparate peace, and the dan- 
gers that would ariſe from the loſs of his co-operation. The right 
honourable gentleman had alſo accuſed him of not being over fond 
of ſpeaking very reſpectfully of perſons in the Empetor's ſituation. 


gyric on crowned heads— Unfortunately for themſelves, and for 
their ſubjects, they had but too many flatterers, and he was not am- 


Emperor had been dropt on the preſent occaſion, it moſt aſſuredly 
{cl from the right honourable gentleman; it was he that libelled 


his Imperial Majeſty would withdraw his co-operation ; it was he, 
therefore, who ſtigmatized that generous, that faithful ally, by ſup- 
poſing him to be a mere mercenary, penſioned Monarch, like any of 
the petty Princes of Germany. This was an aſperſion never thrown 
on the Emperor's condu by him (Mr. Sheridan), or thoſe who ge- 
nerally voted and acted with him. 

But what now might be the amount of the meditated loan for 
his Imperial Majeſty ? Was it one, two, three, five, or ten mil- 
lions? Laſt year there was remitted to him one million and a 
half; and are we now to ſay, that unleſs we give a million and a 


durely ſo paltry a conſideration could never induce him to relin- 
quiſh a conteſt that was undertaken for the ſupport of religion, of 
juſtice, for the maintenance, nay, the very exiſtence, of ſocial order! 


Mr. Sheridan confeſſed, that he never felt inclined to laviſh pane- 
bitious to add to the number. But if any thing diſreſpectful to the 


the Emperor! it was he that ſaid, unleſs we continued our ſubſidies, 


half to the Emperor, he will immediately make a ſeparate peace? 


He would ſurely rather make ſome ſacrifice for his ſubjects; en- 
leavour to inſpire them with that enthuſiaſm which animated the 
. and ſeek ſome other reſources more ſuitable to his ſitua- 

; Bur if ye ar to grant him but ſiall ſum, det incl ſum | 
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will be of little ſervice ; and if a large ſum, then the largeneſs of 
the ſum, and the expectation of more might operate as a tempta- 
tion for the continuance of the war. It was not from the interfer. 
ence of the Archduke Charles, or of Buonaparte, that we were to 
expect the termination of haſtilities. The Archduko might be eager 
to repair, or at leaſt to maintain the military character of Auftria : 
nor might it be unalluring to him to conteſt the laurel of victory 
with a great and diſtinguithed rival in martial fame; let this be as 
it may, ſure he was, that as long as England would pay, Germany 
would not refuſe to fight. Then where were our hopes of peace: 
Mr. Sheridan then compared the relative loſs ſuſtained by England 
and Germany during the courſe of the war, and he wiſhed that this 
compariſon might be held up by an haneſt Miniſter of this country 
to an honeſt Agent on the part of the Emperor. That compariſon 
would ſhew, that if the one had ſerved us by a powerful Continen- 
tal diverſion, we had purchaſed that ſervice by the loſs of our na- 
tio it. Indeed, if we entered into that calamitous calculation, 
it would not appear that his Imperial Majeſty loft more men than 
we did. | 
But, on the contrary, that our loſſes were equal—that it was 
ducat for ducat—brave for brave—widow for widow. If that 
friendly expoſtulation were made to the Emperor, he muſt have con- 
feſſed that we haye already contributed our full ſhare of calamity, 
When to this we might add, that we have to contend againſt the 
combined fleets of Spain, Holland, and France, it would be alſo juſt 
for that Agent to come to this concluſion, that Auſtria had rendered 
compatagively but little, and we the greateſt ſervice to the cauſe, 
Nor would he like to ſee our Miniſters break faith with the public 
creditor : he would be but little inclined to truſt or continue any 
alliance with thoſe who were not faithful to their engagements with 
their own ſubjects: for it was reaſonable to expect that we ſhould 
be juſt at home, before we could do juſtice to others. But to all 
theſe conſiderations the right honourable gentleman did not think 
proper to advert. He ran from ſubject to ſubject, and dilated one 
_ vaſt variety of matter foreign to the queſtion, promiſing us, however, 
a terrible fine ſpeech on a future occaſion, in which he would doubt- 
leſs be equally variegated and equally inclined to lead us agrecably 
aſtray in a bloſſomed wilderneſs of rhetoric, 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, he till was for making 
' advances to the Emperor, but he thought the reſtoration of credit 
the firſt object. He ſaid, that a ſmall ſum would do a great deal 
with the Emperor, becauſe there was none of that laviſh expendi- 


ture, profuſion, and irregularity of payment which prevailed here. 
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The Emperor, he ſaid, could not go on without aſſiſtance, becauſe 
he had no means of borrowing, nor was it uſual. The Emperor's 
exmences fur two vears of the war had only exceeded his revenue one 
million. 
no effect in lowering the diſcounts on Government paper. He 
biamed the extravagance and want of economy in our expenee, but 
he was againſt laying aſide any weapon which could enable us to 
contend with advantage in the proſecution of the war. 

Lord GEORGE CAVENDISH faid, that he would be no. 
enemy to ſubſidies, were the country in a ſituation to afford them; 
but the prodigality of Miniſters had reduced it to ſuch diſtreſs, 
that without a thorough knowledge of all the circumſtances that 
related to our financial ſituation, we ſhould ritk an additional ag- 
gravation of that diſtreſs by a new drain of money from the 
country. 

The Houſe divided on Mr. Sheridan's motion : 

| Ayes, 87; Noes, 266. Nlajority, 179. 

Adjourned. 


IFedneſday, 5th Aj LIM 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR moved, That it was the opin- 
ion of the Committee that the ſum of 3, 280, 51 3l. 1 38. 2d. ſhould 
be granted to His Majeſty for Army Extraordinaries, from the 25th 
December, 1795, to the 6th December, 1796. 

General TARLTON roſe, and after making ſome obſervations 
on the war in general, ſaid, there were two particular objects of 
expence, the, money advanced to the Emperor, and the campaign 
in the Weſt Indies. He blamed the conduct of Adminiſtration 
in both theſe points, and inſiſted, that notwithſtanding all our ſup- 
plies, the Emperor had continually loſt ground ; and that the war 
In the Weſt Indics, particularly ia St. Domingo, was to be con- 
hdered as the bane and deſtruction of the Britiſh military, who 
periſhed ignobly, and were ſent to a grave in that charnel-houſe, as 
it had proved to us. Under the momentous circumſtances which 
preſſed upon us at this moment, it became us to look round with 
attention, and not idly to laviſh and ſquander the public money z 
and, upon this conſideration, thought himſelf juſtified in oppoſing 
the motion. | 

General WALPOLE faid, that there were ſeveral regiments in 
the Weſt Indies who had not received a ſingle man, as a recruit, 
lince they had been there, and were now the mere feletons of 


you. II. Gg 


The ſchemes of the Chancellor, lie ſaid, had produced 
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regiments. This was a fat that ought to be explained to the 
Houſe, before they voted away the money of their conſtituents, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that the money now propoſed to 
be voted was already expended for paſt fervices. With reſpe to 
what had fallen from the laſt honourable gentleman, the fact was 
true, and the reaſon was this, that it was propoſed to recruit the 
army in the Weſt Indies, to get ſuch as were better able to ſtand 
the climate, and thus leſſen the mortality of Europeans; but the 
experiment had not ſucceeded. Now another plan would ſhortly 
be adopted, which, he trufted, might ſucceed better. 

The reſolution was then agreed to. 
The order of the day for the third reading of the Bank Indem- 
nity Bill being read, 

Mr. BASTARD faid, that from the new clauſcs which had 
been added to the bill, it became a meaſure much more formidable 
than what it originally was. He yet had heard no ſatisfactory rea- 
ſon why the public creditor ſhould not be paid in caſh, but compelled 
to take notes, in violation of the moſt ſolemn aſſurances. No ſtep, 
as he could ſee, was taken to do away the alarming criſis ; we were 
merely applying palliatives. Look to the great conſtitutional in- 
tereſts of the country; ſecure them, and it neceffarily followed, that 
all the leſſer intereſts were alſo ſecured, Former Parliaments had 
fo ated. He regarded the Conſtitution ; and, in protecting that, 
commerce was neceſſarily ſafe. But now we had a fourth eſtate in 
the realm a monied intereſt, bold in their projects, raſh in their 
proccedings, and gigantic in their attempts. In the reign of Charles 
the Firſt the Mint was ſeized, and in that of Charles the Second 
the Exchequer was ſhut ; the conſequences of thoſe times ſhould 
be a leſſon to us. He dreaded the conſequences of the overgrown 
influcnce of the monied intereſt. By one clauſe, he faw the Bank 
could advance a certain ſum to whom they pleaſed. This gave 
them a power over the whole city of London. They could now 
do as they pleaſed - the revenue depended entirely on their diſere- 
tion—the receiver was compelled to accept their notes—and the 
value of them, of courſe, depended upon their credit. 'T heir power 
was ſo enormous, they might almoſt dethrone the King; or joining 
with a bad Adminiſtration, they might overturn the liberties of the 
people. 2 (at 

The bill was then read a third time. | 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD brought up a clauſe, to prevent 
the deſtraining for rent, when a Bank note was tendered ; which 
was reac a firſt and ſecond time. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he ſhould ſhortly ſtate his objection 


2 


APRIL 5.] DEBATES. 227 


to this clauſe. He thought, in the firſt place, that the neceſſity for 
it was not fo preſſing. as to juſtify the Houſe adopting it. It went 
farther in principle than that which had already paſſed the Houſe, 
where a depoſit in Bank notes ſhould be held in place of ſpecial 
bail. That was merely altering the nature of the ſecurity ; this 
went farther, and made it a legal tender, in certain inſtances. 
He did not think it would be right to do that, unleſs it were 
alſolutely neceſſary. 

Mr. FOX thought this was a ſtronger caſe than that provided 
for already by the bill ; and though they all 2greed upon the im- 
propriety of extending the legality of the tender of a Bank note, yet, 
as it ſeemed to him to be much ſtronger in principle, he thought it 
ſhould be adopted: for, as he underituod the law of diſtreſs, if 
— for rent was not paid when demanded, the goods might di- 
rectly be taken by a ſummary proceſs. 

The SOLICI TOR GENERAL thought this went entirely to 
take away the remedy by diſtreſs, and went beyond the former prin- 
ciple. All that could here be done, conſiſtent wich that principle, 
was, to ſubſtitute Bank notes in lieu of a replevin bond. The courſe 
of diſtreſs was thus: If the party gave bond himſelf, and two 
ſuretics, to the Sheriff, he had his goods again, to return them if 
the judgement went againſt him. He thought, in this caſe, the 
Bank notes might be, ſubſtituted in lieu of the ſureties ; but even 
that would be attended with difficulties, as the expences were con- 
liderable. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD declared he did not wiſh to 
preſs it, againſt the ſenſe of the Hodſe. 

The clauſe was then rejected. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, the clauſe he was about 
to offer to the Houſe, had for its object to aſcertain a fact, which 
at prefent was enveloped in ſo much darkneſs, that nothing could be 
known with certainty concerning it. He meant, whether the Bank 
ſolicited, or not, the late Order of Council: for, if they made re- 
preſentations of the ſtate of their Fnances, they might ſceretly, though 
not openly, ſolicit ſuch an interference on the part of Government. 
If any ſolicited ſuch an Order, in his opinion, it amounted to a for- 
feiture of their charter, and he thought they ought no longer to hold 
the monopoly of money tranſactions. This would be attended with 
great advantage, not onl to the public, but even to the Bank them- 

ſelves. The general purport of the claufe he held in his hand, was, 
that, within a ſhort time, the Bank ſhould declare, whether they 
wiſhed the continuance of the reſtriction or not; if they did not make 
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that declaration, the proviſions of the bill ſhould ceaſe; if they did, 
then he thought their charter was abrogated. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T declarcd, that he ſhould not loſe a mo- 
ment, in declaring lis complete diſapprobation of the propoſion of 
the honourable Baironet-—that unleſs the Bank declared their wiſh 
for the continuance of the reſtriò ion, the proviſions ſhould ceaſe, or 
that if they did, it ſhould be atlumed as evidence of the fact, that 
they ſolicited the Order of Council, He believed the honourab! 
Baronet on a former night had ſtated the period of three days, as 
the time in which they ſhould make the declaration. The hondur- 
able Baronet alſo ſtated, that one point of view in which he made 
His motton was, to afcertain a fact: ſurely this was the odVeſt way 
to aſcertain it, that could be hit upon. Would the Houſe make a 
ſubſequent legiſlative provition to aſcertain a prior antecedent fact, 
upon which the honourable Baronet might afterwards reaſon * But 
the honourable Baronet had gone farther, and ſtated, that he ſhauld 
confiJer ſach a declaration as a forfeiture of their charter. He be- 
lieved the honourable Baronet would be fingular in this N 
for all thoſe who had ſpoken upon the queſtion of public credit, had 
declared, thev wiſhed to ſce it revive in the perſun of the Bank, 
And, could the Houfe tolerate, or upon what principles of juſtice or 
good faith could they join in, ſuch a principle, as, that they had for- 
feited their charter? Would it be becoming the dignity of that 
Houſe, to declare they had forfeited their right to the monopoly, in 
conſ quence of the concurrence of circumſtances, ſor which they 
could be no wavs accountable f And the mode adopted by the ho- 
nourable Baron t to aſcertain a fact, ſeemed to him the oddeſt eri- 
terion that ever was adeꝶted. He ſhould, therefore, not heſitate a 
moment to give it his decided negative. | 

Mr. FOX diſfered from the right honourable gentleman in opi- 
nion, relative to the clauſe now before the Houie. tHe did nit £ 
the length of the honourable Baronet in allowing only three Jays 
to the Bank, but he thought that ſeven, or at 2M fourteen, would 
be ſufficient. He was far from wiſhing that the Bank ſhould be 
deprived of its charter ; bur if the alternative was put to him, whe- 
ther he would prefer a Bank that couid not anſwer the demands 
upon it, or a Bank that could pay in ſpecie, he ſhould have no he- 
ſitation in preferring the latter; but he hoped never to be driven to 
the alternative. The Secret Committee, whatever evidence they 
had examined, had made no report to the Houſe upon this point, 

Whether the Bank had themſelves ſolicited the reſtriction ! 
The Houſe did not know but that the Bank felt themſelves able to 
diſcharge their own debts, and therefore were not anxious for the 
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reſtriction ; and that it might have been the act of Government, 
ſolely to preſerve cafh for their own purpoſes, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS did not view the queition in the ſame 
manner as the right honourable gentleman ; nor did he think, that 
if the honourable Baronet withed to attain ſo important an object, 
he had taken the prope r mode of elfecling it. The plan propoſed 
appC: arcd to him, in every point of views to be ob je tunable ; for 
it teaded to make the Bartk their own executioners. As to the idea 
that the Bank did not wiſh for this reſtriction, he could only fay, 
hat it did not appear that they were aver 
would have petnioned againſt it. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought the Bank ought nut to be called upon 
to day until Government had paid them. 


The Houſe t 


TO it, other wile they 


nen divided: For the motion, 43; Againſt it, 79. 


7 hurlday, 6th #pril. 


Colonel WALPOLE wiſhed to know, whether it was the in- 
tention of His Majcity's Miniſters to remove the Maroon Negroes, 


why had been tranſported from Jamaica to the Southern parts of 


Canada, to a more temperate climate. If it was not their inten- 


tion, he ſhould ſubmit a motion on che ſubject to the Flouſe on a” 


future day. 


Mr. Secrctary DUNDAS replied, that it was not the intention. 


of His Majeſty's \unillers to take any ſuch ſtep. He believed that 
the ituation of the Maroon Negroes was as comfortable as it 
could be made; and he had letters from Gencral Wentworth to 
that effect, which he had no objection to lay before the Houſe. 

Mr. B. EDWARDS, withing that no unfavourable impreſſion 
might be made on the 2ountry reſpecting the ſituation of this claſs 
of men, read a letter from Governor W entworth, ſtating, that the 
Maroons were comfortable and happy; and moved, “ That all the 
correſpondence between Governor Wendworth and His Majeſty's 
Miniſters, upon the ſubject of the Maroon Negrocs who had be-n 
ſeat from the iſland of Jamaica to Nova Scotia, be laid before the 
Houſe.” Ordercd. 


Colonel WALPOLE gave notice, that on Thurſday next he 


would make a motion upon the ſubject. 

Mr. CHARLES ELLIS roſe, and faid : In order to lay before 
the Houſe a preciſe ſtatement of the natyre and ſubject of the mo- 
tion which I am about to make, perhaps the clereit and faireſt me- 
thod of proceeding may be to ſtate, in the fiſt inſtance, what it is 
not, before I endeavour to explain what it 1s. 
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It is poſſible that ſome gentlemen may have been led to expe& 
ſomething like a modification of the bill for an Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, or ſome indication of a preciſe time at which that trade 
ſhal! be ſtipulated to ceaſe. 

I am in fairneſs bound to Nate, that this meaſure proceeds upon 
principles diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of the Abolition bill ; I have 
always felt it my duty to oppoſe that bill ; and I conceive it to be 
ſo radically faulty, that I could not, under any modification, in the 
preſent ſituation of the colonies, accede to fuch a meaſure. 

There is, indeed, one point in which I agree with the advocates 
for that bill. I reprodate the principle of the trade, and ſincerely 
with for iis complete termination. At the ſame time, where the 
ſubject is ſo complicated, and its deciſion involves ſuch a variety of 
important intereſts, J cannot feel myſelf juitihed in confining my 
connderaiton of it to the principle alone. 

If the queſtion were changed to a deliberation, whether a ſyſtem 
ſhouw!d or {}eul} not now he eſtabliſhed, which mutt depend for its 
eiſtence one tra le in ſlaves, ihe diſcuſſion might then be 
| merits of ſach a trade; and, arguiag ſimply on tlat 

oThie for any man of common humanity 
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But where the evi! is of long previous eiſten e. i wc it is 
connected with a political ani commercial fy!iem, n vet if Je 
neral inter<'is of the country, and the property of inte, te 
deeply involved —waatever feelings may be exciad by the contt- 
deration of the principle of the trade alone, they , uſt be checked 
by a ſenſe of our dury towards individuals whoſe claims we cannot, 
in juſtice, retaſę to take into conſideration. 

I feel that we are boun to weigh well, whether conſiſtent with 
that duty, we can purſue the direct and obvious road to the attain- 
ment of cur object. 

In my own particular inſtance, having, as I conceive, good 
grounds for a ccnviciion, that the plan propoſed by the advocates 
for the Abolition Bill c:nnot but be productive of ſevere injury to 
all perſons in any way connected with the colonies; and believing, 
that fo much individual calamity cannot be independent of the ge- 
neral intereſts of the country —I have turned my views to a very 
different plan for the attainment of this object. 

On this point, gentlemen may poſſibly ſuppoſe that I am not likely 
to be impartial ; that the natural ſenfibility to perſonal intareſt may 
preclude me from a pretenſion to correctneſs of judgement. 10 


this I muſt anſwer, that even if there be ground for ſuch a diſtruſt, 


[Commoxs, 
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the prejudices which has warped my judgement has had equal influ- 
ence on that of the whole body of the Weſt Indians: if ours be a 
prejudice, being ſo general, it 1s at leaſt worth an inveſtigation. 

But endeavouring to put out of the queſtion my feelings in that 
character, diſmiſſing, for the preſent, all reference to the effects of 
an Abolition Bill in the Weſt-India Iflands, and conlidering it 
merely as a Member of this Houſe, I cannot avoid, in another 
point of view, obſerving a very ſtrong additional objection. This 
objeRion is, that I do not believe it would be found competent to the 
effect expected. I do not believe it would annihilate the Slave 
Trade. Here I muſt beg to be underſtood, that I do not mean to 
call in queſtion eitherthe wiſdom of this Houſe in the mode of fram- 
ing ſuch an act, or its ability to enforce it. There can be no 
doubt that, from the moment ſuch an act ſhall have paſſed, the 
trade, as it is now carried on, muſt ceaſe. The evil which I dread 
is, that the trade ſuddenly ſo ſtopped, would be diverted into an 
unlawful channel. 

[ do not preſume to give my own opinion as authority, that ſuch 
would be the conſequence of that meaſure : I am proud to have an 
opportunity of reſting it upon the ſanction of a right honourable gen- 
tleman, formerly a Member of this Houſe, whoſe ſentiments are 
not unfrequently quoted on each ſide of the Houſe with a veneration 
that ſeems to ſtamp them as a caſſical authority: a veneration which 
[ myſelf feel, for many reaſons, in a peculiar degree. Many years 
ago, previous to a time when the honourable framer of the Aboliticn 
Bill firſt agitated this queſtion, that gentleman (Mr. Burke) applied 
his great ability and extenſive knowledge to the formation of a plan, 
for the regulation of the trade on the coaſt of Africa, and the civili- 
zation of the Negroes in the Weſt-India Iſlands. He was not in- 
ſenſible of the danger of eſtabliſhing an illicit trade, which, without 
furniſhing an adequate or efficient ſupply of labourers to the colonics, 
would neceſſarily, from the mode of carrying it on, be productive of 
aggravated miſery to the Africans. The probability that ſuch would 
be the conſequence of an Abolition, and the fatal effects of ſuch an 
alternative, appear to be among not the leaſt wighty of his motives 
for preferring a toleration of the trade under ſtrict regulations, and 
the ſuperintendence of the Government of this country, truſting 
for its termination to a ſyſtem of civilization in the Weſt-India 
Iſlands. 

The peculiarity of thoſe climates afford facilities to a contraband 
trade, in a degree of which gentlemen may not be completely aware. 
I could on this point, only repeat with leſs elearneſs, and till leſs 
weight, the arguments ſtated to the late Houſe of Commons by a 
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right honourable gentleman, who, in addition to the. very extenſive 
information which appeared evident in a moſt able ſpecch, was wn. 
doubtedly poſſctied of peculiar means of eſtimating the difficulties, 
which, from tlie nature of thofe countries, muſt ſtand in the e way 
of the moſt vigilant exertions. The arguments of that gentleman 
(Mr. Dundas) may be preſent to the recollection of many Members 
of this Houſe. To other gentlemen, I beg leave to quote an ex- 
ample which has been afforded in the courſe of the preſent war—an 
inſtance, in which the enemy found the means of cluding the vigi- 
lance of a fleet of twenty-cight ſhips, employed fer the confincd 
purpoſe of preventing the communication with only two of our 
iſlands. We were acquainted with the actual fituation, and the 
intended object of the enemy, and the communication was effected 
from large veſſels. I beg leave to quote this, by way of illuſtration 
of the difficulty which might be formed in preventing forcignets 
from carrying on a contraband trade, cicher in open boats, or, ſmall 
veſſels not eaſily diſcovered, having in many cafcs only to perform 
a paſſage for which a ſingle night would be ſufficient. ; and, among 
many other almoſt incalculable advantages attorded by the con- 
ſtaney of the trade wind, having always, that of being able to al. 
certain their arrival at the time beſt ſuited for their purpoſes. In 
corroboration of theſe autheritics, I muſt beg to apply to this cafe a 
very generally received epinion, that wherever there exiſis a ſtrong 
intereſt, operating as a temptation to the evaſion of a prohibitory 
law, the difficulty of cr.furcing it mult be great. In the preſent cafe, 
the temptation held out by intereſt, is ſtronger even than that al. 
forded by the facility, fu ich as I have ſtared it to be. It is the temp- 
tation of an intereſt, in which the very exiſtence of the colonies 15, 
by the coloniſts, conſidered to be involved. If, indeed, it were 
poſſible, that immediately on the paſſing of an act ef Abolition, 
thoſe perſons who would probably ſcel, that in the courſe of the dit- 
cuſſions on this ſubject, their characters had not been heated with 
peculiar lenity, perhaps bardly with candour; who would certain 
fecl, that their repreſentations of the fatal effects which they appre- 
hended from fuch a meaſure, had not been liſtened to with much 
tenderneſs ; if it were in human nature that they ſhould imme- 
diately acknowledge the juſtice of all the calumnies which had bein 
heaped upon them, and agree to uſe their beſt exertions to preclude 
each other from employing, what they thought the only means 6 
ſaving their properties from ruin; if it were likely that ſuch ſhould 
be their unanimous feelings, then, indeed, an act of Abolition 
might be perfectly efficient. 

If, on the contrary, that meaſure muſt reſt for its W 
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ſolely on ſtrong penal laws, I much doubt, whether any would be 
found adequate to the accompliſhment of the object. The means 
ſeem calculated to defeat that end. It is the effect of exceſſively 
ſevere penalties, to make thoſe who are charged to infli& them, re- 
miſs in their execution of the law; and I am perſuaded, that 
whatever menaces may have been uſed in the heat of debate by 
gentlemen, who have thought they ſaw in this argument ſuch a 
d>ubt of the power of Parliament, as ought only to be repelled by 
ſach an anſwer, I am perſuaded they would, in their cooler mo- 
ments, be unwilling to put their threats in execution. 

When, therefore, I ſtate theſe doubts as to the power of en- 
forcing a prohibition of the Slave Trade, I muſt beg not to be un- 
derſtood to call in queſtion the power which this country might in 
its wrath exert for the puniſhment of a diſobedient and refractory 
colony : when I queſtion the means of this country, I do not calcu- 
late them according to its phy ſical force, but in reference to the 
uſual mildneſs of this Houſe, and the diſpaſſionate juſtice of its de- 
cilions. 


If I have entered into the diſcuſſion of the merits of the Abo- 


lition Bill farther than has been cxpeQed, I have done ſo, becauſe I 


conſider the ſtatement of objedtions with which I have troubled the 
Houſe, to be a neceffary preface to the meaſure which I mean to 
ſubmit to their conſideration. My object is, to propoſe to the 
Houſe a plan calculated to produce the ſame effect by different 


means, which I would requeſt them to ſubmit to the teſt of ex- 


perience. 


Hitherto gentlemen may poſſibly have conſidered themſelves in 
the unfortunate dilemma, of either agreeing to the bill propoſed for 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, notwithſtanding any objections to 
which it might appear liable, or of refuſing to take any ſteps at all, 
for the purpoſe of remedying the evil. | 

The preſent alternative offered to thoſe gentlemen who wiſh for a 
reform, is this : whether they will completely diſregard the repre- 
ſentations and objections urged againſt the Abolition Bill, and adopt 
that meaſure ; or whether they will give a trial to the plan, which 
propoſes to itſelf the ſame end, which, in its progreſs, will not be 
incompatible with the intereſt and property of individuals, will not: 
create temptations, operating to defeat its object, and cannot, for its 
complete execution, require ſuch exertions of ſeverity as I ſhould 


in any caſe deprecate, and ſuch as I cannot ſuppoſe any gentleman to 


approve, but in a caſe of unavoidable neceſſity. I preſume it will 
be admitted, that this neceſſity cannot exiſt, unleſs it be ſu 


impoſſible to carry into effect either of the following objects: 
Vol. II. Hh 
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I The one is, the civilization of the Negrocs on the coaſt of Afriea, 
which would . the poſſibility of a ſupply. 

The other is, the civilization of the Negroes in the Weſt-India 
lands, to a degree, which, by obviating the cauſcs of a deercaſe in 
the population, will render the ſupply unneceffary. 

From the civilization in the Negroes in Africa, we might look 
forward to ſuch ſalutary effects; but then it could only be at a very 
diſtant period. In the mean time, the plan has in it { much be. 
nevolence, that it is impoſſible to refuſe the tribute of praiſe due to 


thoſe gentlemen who have engaged in an eſtabliſhment on ſo worthy 
a motive ; and two important advantages will, in a very carly ſtage, 


reſult from it. In the immediate neighbourhood of its territory, 
the happy effects which it will produce on the manners cf the 
Africans, as far as its influence can extend, will, at leaſt in part, 
accompliſh the purpoſe of the founders of the eſtabliſhment. 

At the ſame time, the information which may be drawn from the 
publications of that ſociety, by affording an inſight into the manners 
and charaQers of the Africans, will effentially aid the Coloniſis in 
the; iſlands, in the adoption of ſuch regulations as may be moſt con- 
genial with the character of the Negroes. 

I, now. come to the other object, that of the civilization of the 
Negroes in the Colonies. 

It has been found upon paſt experience, that the potulation of 
Negro Slaves has, in every one of the Weſt-India iſlands, invari- 
ably decreaſed. 

If a remedy can be found to this evil, the termination of the 
Slave Trade muſt inevitably follow. 

But the Coloniſt inſiſt, that it is upon this point that we have 
hitherto been at iſſue ; that till ſuch a remedy can be found, the 
exiſtence of the Colonies muſt depend upon the continuance of 

t trade. 

In the courſe of the agitation of this queſtion, it has been argued 
on all ſides, iat the failure in the population has proceeded from 
the following cauſes: 

From the ſyſtem of manners and morality of the Negroes ; from 
diſeaſes, ſome of them conſequent on that ſyſtem of manners; ſome 
peculiar to Africans ; and from the diſproportion of the ſexes. 


Two other cauſes have, indeed, been, alleged, which. I cangat 
Admit to be founded on corre information, and on which I will ſay 


Alben. words preſently. 


preſume it is unneceſſary to inſiſt, that, for the purpoſe of efia- 
bliſhing a general reformation, ſome general n wuſt be ora 


and carefully enforced, That, : ev 1 
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Without a very minute information concerning the manners and 
character of the Negroes, and the nature of the country, it is ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impoſſible, to draw up any plan, which ſhall 
be free from great defects; that it is only from the reſult of expe- 
riment, that ſafe and practicable remedies are to be expected; 
and that, | | | 

In the execution cf a plan, however formed, and with whatever 
merits, a careful ſuperintendance is no leſs neceſſary to its ſucceſs, 

I mean it is neceſſary, that thoſe perſons, to whom the fuperin- 
tendance is entruſted, ſhould poſſeſs, not merely a zeal for the ſuceeſs 
of the cauſe, but the immediate power of ſeeing the effects of the 
plan, of fo judging, whether in any points it may fail of the effect 
expected from it, and whether in any others, it may claſh either with 
important intereſts, or with juſtice. 

I believe, therefore, I do not ſay too much, when J aſſert, that 
the Colonial Legfſlatures of the different iſlands are the only 1 
fit for the formation and execution of ſuch a plan. 

When I fay that I conſider a reform in the manners and mora- 
lity of the Negroes to be neceſſary, I muſt explain, that I do not 
mean to ftate them to be a vicious race ; on the contrary, they are 
in their difpoſitions, good and traQable ; highly ſenſible to kind 
treatment, and eap able of very extraordinary attachment. 

The point in their morality to which J allude, does not proceed 
from any defect in their natural diſpoſitions ; it is the effect of the 
manners, the prejudices, and the religion of the Africans, 


Their religion is either a corrupt Deiſm or Mahometaniſm, and 0 


natural paſſion has received the ſanction of this religion, in eſtabliſh- 
ing a ſyſtem of polygamy. That ſyſtem, in its beſt ſtate, is ſup- 
poſed not to be favourable to population; ; in the Weſt Indies, it 
has been found to be peculiatly fatal to it; it has there been fol- 
lowed by as little ſtrictnefſs in the morality of the one ſex, as it in- 
euleates in that of the other. 

The Houſe will not think it neceffary for me to dwell on the 
effects which ſuch a ſyſtem of manners muſt produce. I will 
only obſerve to them, that in ſuch a ſyſtem, the connections, to 
which the Negroes give the name of marriage, have not a very 
correct right to ſuch a title, and cannot. but be unfavourable to the 
general maſs of population. 

In eonfequenee of the right which every Negro claims, of living 
with as many wives as he can maintain, the offipring will often 
want that tender care and attention which, in a ſyſtem of 9 5 
marridges, ĩnſtinct ſecures to it from both parents. 

But this is only one, of many aggravated and multiplied eil, 
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which ariſe from the ſame liberty, when exerciſe, as is very gene- 
rally the caſe in our iſlands, indiferiminately, by either ſex. 

The remedy to this evil cannot be looked for from compulſion : 

abſolute as the power of the maſter has been ſuppoſed to be, it cannot 
be carried to this extent ; the exertion of authority, in direct con- 
tradition to their general prejudices and their pathons, would be 
ſtrongly reſiſted. A reform in their manners can only be expected 
from mild and gradual means; but from the imprefſion of a moral 
duty, and the more immediate inducement of intereſt, it may with 
reaſon be expected. 
It has been aſſerted, that by a ſtrict attention to the moral in- 
ſtruction of the young Negroes, the licentious ſyſtem of manners 
may be corrected. I myelf concur in this opinion, and do believe 
that the next generation might, by ſuch means, be brought to con- 
ſider marriage as a religious contract. 

But what meaſures the Colonial Legiſlature may think beſt cal- 
culated to produce this effect, I cannot preſume, ſpecifically, to 
point out. Perhaps a plan on the fame ſyſtem as the Sunday 
ſchools, ſo happily eſtabliſned in this country, migat, in the Weſt 
Indies, be likewiſe attended with good effects. For the purpoſe of 
ſecuring the means of inſtruction, encouragement might be afforded 
to proper perſons of the clergy to eſtabliſh themſelves, and ſuper- 
intend ſchools in the colonies. In ufing the word inſtruction, I 
beg to be underſtood, that I do not mean that it ought to extend 
farther than it does among the common people in this country 
indeed, until the negroes can be attached to the ſoil, it ought not, 
from motives of humanity towards them, to be carried farther than 
the mere inculcating of moral duties — perhaps, while they continue 
liable to be ſold, from one plantation to another, any degree of far- 
ther civilization may be only a circumſtance of aggravation. I am 
alſo convinced, that an additional, though leſs immediate, advantage 
might be expected from the zeal of a well-choſen and more nume- 
rous clergy, by means of the effe which they would produce on the 
morals and manners of the lower claſs of white inhabitants, who, 
from their employments on our plantations, have the moſt imme- 
diate connection with the Negroes, and whoſe example muſt have 
conſiderable influence. Indeed, much of the improvement which 
has hitherto taken place in the ſituation of our Negroes, may be 
attributed to that which has taken place in the manners of this 
claſs of perſons, whom we have received from the mother country. 
The. wiſhes of the Coloniſts to attend to that important point, the 
moral | inſtruction of the Negroes, have hitherto met with a con- 
ſiderable obſtacle, from the difficulty of finding a ſufficient number 


— 
- 
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of perſons properly qualified for ſo important and confidential a 
truſt. A moſt confidential truſt it would be, from the influence 
which it would give over the minds of the Negroes ; an influence 


which, if abuſed for the purpoſe of inculcating principles more 
congenĩal to their paſſions and tempers than to tiicir duties of labour 
and indutiry, might produce effects fatal to the exiſtence of the Co- 
lonies chomclves, 

Much, however, may on this point be effected by individual and 
gradual exertion ; and it is to the encouragement of ſuch exertions, 
that the Legiſlature of Jamaica. has principally directed its atten- 
tion Ihe inadequate number of its clergy—the difficulty, already 
ſtated, of finding perſons properly qualified for the charge—and the 


impoſſibility of maintaining ſo liberal a religious eſtabliſhment, as is 


uſual in European countries, having prevented them from perfecting, 
at onec, fo complicated and expenſive a ſyſtem. 

The next point to which I ſhould look for the accompliſhment of 
this object is, the more immediate influence of temptation and in- 
tereſt, TI expreſs myſelf thus generally and vaguely, becauſe, after 
having ſtated that I conſider the Colonial Legiſlatures to be the 
only perſons competent to form a plan of regulations, it would ill 


| become me to take up the time of the Houſe by entering into de- 


tails, which would have no better authority to reſt upon than the 
judgement of an individual, and for the execution of which I could 
not promiſe. But, that the Houſe may not ſuppoſe I have formed 
my opinion without ſome ſpecific grounds, I will ſhortly ſtate the 
heads of ſome regulations, from which I do conceive that much 
good may reſult : for inſtance ; by holding out encouragement to 
the young Negroes to marry at an early age. This might be done 
by the proprietor taking upon himſelf the little details of expence 
which nay attend their firſt eſtabliſhment, ſo as to afford them, at 


the ſame time, a provifion for their future ſubſiſtence. In the ſet-. 


tlement of African Negroes, by taking care that the Creole Ne- 
groes, under whoſe protection they may be placed, ſhall be ſuch as 
we induſtrious, of a good character, and of a proportionate age. -- By 
giving annual rewards to the women, in proportion to the number 
of their children, and by eſtabliſhing diſtinctions, ſuch as are likely 
to be moſt gratifying to their vanity, and beſtowing them on all thoſe 
who have families, who are induſtrious, or, from any other reaſon, 
have a claim to peculiar favour—by ſimilar marks of degradation 
to the profligate of either ſex—by holding out encouragement of 
various kinds, for the purpoſe of enſuring the ſtricteſt attention to 
the health of the children during the firſt periods of their infancy, 

& it. unfortunately. happens that a great number are carried off by 
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Jiſeaſes, for which, neither the cauſes nor remedies have yet been 
diſcovered, nor can be expected, but from the ſtricteſt and moſt 
accurate attention. It may be ſaid, theſe are undoubtedly regula. 
tions within the means of any individual; to this I muſt anſwer, 
that the greateſt attention has been paid on all theſe — by very 
many Proprietors, with great ſucceſs. 

It is from the exertions of individuals, that the greateſt ad. 
vantage is to be expected; and the Legiſlature may poſſibly hold 
out the farther temptation of intereſt to the Proprietor or to the 
Managers of eſtates, either by a modification of the taxes, or by 
fome other means; (I fay farther temptation, beeauſe the tempta- 
tion of intereſt is held by the Aſſembly of Jamaica to the over- 
feers, on all eftates where there is an increaſe of population) ſo as 
to fecure a general and zealous co-operation, in employing the 

means of moral inſtruction, or the more direct influence of temp- 
tations of various kinds, for the purpoſe of prottioting habits of in- 
duſtry and decorum. 

Another cauſe of the decreafing population has been ſtated to be 
the difcafes, many of them peculiar ones, to which the Negroes 
are ſiable. 

On this point, I cannot ſuggeſt any means of farther improve- 
ment; the Planters cannot be accufed of inattention to their duty; 
no eſtate is without the advantage of conſtant medical care ; and 
the Legiſlature has taken a very efficient ſtep to ſecure a ſtrict atten- 
tion to the health of the Negroes, by exaQting a liſt of the deaths 

and births on each eftate, accompanied by a ſtaternent of the cauſes 
of the deaths, given in by the ſurgeon on oath. | 

Experience and practice will, probably, lead to the diſcovery of 
remedies hitherto unknown to ſeveral of the diſeaſes; but a more 
immediate benefit may, on this point, be expected from an improved 
ftare of matters. 

The churd caufe of decreaſe i in the population is, the difproper 
tio of the ſexes. 

For this, an immediate remedy may be found, in a regulation 

of the cuftoms, prohibiting 2 greater importation of males than of 

If this be (as it has been confidered by ſome gentlemen, and 
as I am inclined to believe it is) one of the moſt fatal defects in 
our ſyſtem, it is fortunate that ſo caſy and effectual a remedy can br 


("his point is very neatly eonnected with that to which 1 fiſt 
es the attention of the Houſe. RA | 
E conceive the diſproportion between the ſexes to be, in a ven 
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conſiderable degree, a cauſe of the licentiouſneſs of manners. In 

a ſyſtem of polygamy, this diſproportion muſt be expected to 
operate very powerfully, in oppoſition to the effects of moral inſtrue- 
tion, or the temptations of vanity or intereſt, and muſt prove a 
very conliderable impediment to a reformation in the manners of 
the Negroes. The remedy of it will doubly aſſiſt the colonial 
Legiſlatures in that work, and that remedy lies immediately with- 
in the juriſdiction of this Houſe by means of its regulating bill. 

I muſt now beg leave to take notice of two cauſes to which the 
ſailure of population has been attributed, namely, exceſs of labour, 
and want of proper food. 

From the beſt information which I have been able to obtain, by 
means of my eonnection with one of the Weſt-India iſlands, I have | 
no heſitation in denying the exiſtence of either of theſe cauſes, at + 
leaſt in the iſland of Jamaica. 9 

This conviction has been drawn partly from an immediate F 
ſource of information, and in part reſts on the credit which I have 174 
thought due to perſons of character and conſiderable experience and | 41101188 
information. . a 

The Legiſlature of the country has not, however, truſted theſe 
points to the diſcretion of the Proprietors. The hours of labour : 
are reſtrited, and the intermediate hours of reſt, and the number 434 
of holidays, are determined by the Conſolidated Act. By the ſame 4 1 
act, every Proprietor is bound to keep in eultivation a certain quan- # b 1 
tity of proviſion grounds, according to the number of his Negroes. BY 
This is calculated as a precaution in caſe the ground allotted to 
them ſhould fail, either from accident, or their own improvidence 23/108 
and neglect, and is, in fact, a double ſupply ; ſince their own: 1 
grounds are ſufficient, by the employment of only a ſmall part of the 0 
time allowed for the purpoſe of cultivating them, to afford a ſuper- 
fvity. It is not a poſſible ſuperfluity of which J ſpeak, but I 
* allude to two facts of notoriety ; one, that the markets of Jamaica 
| ae almoſt excluſively ſupplied with vegetables, fruit, and poultry by 
on the Negroes; another is, that all the induſtrious Negroes do by 
of theſe means acquire property. —_ 

Having now ftated to the Hauſe, perhaps on ſome parts of the 
nd dbobject with more minuteneſs than is neceſſary, the ſpirit of the re- 
n Olations which may be farther required for improving the ſituation 
be the Negroes in the Iſlands; I am bound in juſtice to ſtate alſo, 
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that I cannot admit, that Legiſlature at leaſt, of whoſe conduct I 
firſt im beſt able to judge, that of Jamaica, to be liable, in candour, to any 
me of negle or inattention. b 
very 


Vrfore fuch a charge. can fairly be made, it muſt be confideed 
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maturely whether much has not already been affected; not without 
the exertion of ſome diligence and humanity ; and whether to have 
done more may not have been in their withes, which were checked 
by reſtrictions of their means. The Aſſembly of Tamaica have taken 
the whole of the ſubject into conſideration, and. in the year 1782, 
they undertook a complete reviſion of the laws which affect the 
Negroes ; which with many additions they compriſed into one ge- 
neral law, under the name of the Conſolidated AQ. The cfiects 
of this act were carefully attended to, and a ſecond revifion of it 
took place in 1792, with ſome farther corrections and additions, 
This act is formed on principles of ſo much humanity, and thews 
ſuch a degree of attention to the morals, the happincſs, and the rights 
of the Negroes, as intitles thoſe gentlemen \ whoſe work it is to much 
praiſe. 

It would be ſuperfluous for me to enter into any of its details, 
The ſituation of the Negroes in the Weſt Indies has been fo much 
involved in the queſtion of the Slave Trade, that a law ſpecifying 
the reſpective duties and rights of the maſter and the ſlave, cannot 
but be familiar to every gentleman who has formed an opinion on 


this ſubject. 


It has however, I know not by what chance, excited 1c no- 


tice, than, in my opinion at leaſt, it ſeems entitled to: from that 
attention to the rights of the Negroes which appears in its wiſe re- 
gulations, for the purpoſe of ſecuring to them a ſufficiency of food 
and cloathing, the certainty of conſtant medical care, and of a pro- 
viſion in the events of age or infirmity ; in its reſtrictions upon the 
Proprietors as to the degrees of labour and of puniſhment, and in 
the facility of obtaining juſtice which it affords to the Negroes by 
means of the courts of protection. A regret has been expreſſed, in 
objection to this act, that it is not accompanied by a ſufficient pro- 
viũon, to neceſſiate the vigilant exertion of its various regulations. 

This objection has alſo been ſpecifically applied to the mode of 
conſtituting the Courts of protection. 

On this criticiſm I will not pretend to decide, however francs [ 
may doubt its validity. Of this, however, I am confident, that 
the {ame principle which diQated the creation of thoſe courts, affords 
fair ground of reliance, that no efforts will be ſpared ſo to correct 
them, if any correction ſhall in the practice be found repuiſite, that 


they ſhall not on'y ad cord to the Negro, protection and redreſs, when 
he has the means of appcaling to them, but by a conſtant and active 
inſpeQion of tlie conduct of the maſter and managers of eſtates, ſhall 
If it be found neceſſary o 


prevent their tianſgreſſion of the law. 
add activity to the exccutive principle, perhaps the colonies m 
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derive a benefit from the plan propoſed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer for the relief of the poor. The mode fixed upon in that 
bill for enſuring a ſtrict ſuperintendance to the plan propoſed, by 
means cf certain viſitors and guardians, might poſſibly be followed 
in priaciple, though not exactly in detail, and adapted to the ſitua- 
tion of the Iflands, for the purpoſe of ſecuring a more active ſuper- 
intendance to the ſyſtem there eſtabliſned. That ſuch ſhould be 
the execution of the law, every Proprietor reſident on the Iſland 
muſt wiſh ; and ſuch a ſtrict ſuperintendance over the conduct of 
thoſe perſons to whom the management of eſtates is entruſted by 
abſentees, muſt be of ſtill higher importance to every Proprietor in 
this country. 

In addition to the wiſe and humane regulations which the Con- 
ſolidated Act contains, as it now ſtands, I have been informed by 
gentlemen who took an active part in the formation of that act, that 
the Legiſlature had it in contemplaticn to have conferred a benefit 
on the Negroes, more conducive to their happineſs, perhaps, than 
any of thoſe regulations which they did enact. 

That it was in their contemplation to have repealed certain laws, 
by which the creditor is enabled to ſeize the Negroes on the eſtate 
and force them to ſale, for a debt either of ſpecialty or ſimple con- 
tract. That after this neceſſary previous ſtep, it was their with to 
have attached the Negroes to the foil, to have made it impoſſible to 
{-parate them, without their own conſent, from the eſtates on which 
they were eſtabliſhed. It would be ſupcrfluous for me to dwell 
upon the advantage the Negro would have derived from the exeeu- 
tion of their intentions. I will only obſerve, that he might then 
enjoy the ſecurity that no force could tear him away from his family 
and his conneCtions ; that his hut; his garden ground, and his pro- 
perty might be inalienably his, and to his children for ever. 

During the exiſtence of the preſent credit laws, that ſecurity can- 
not be afforded him; his peculium cannot be ſecured, to him by 
law; he can at preſent only hold and bequeath it by a preſcriptive 
right, which his maſter indeed is never known to infringe ; but till 
be is liable at any moment to be ſeized by a creditor, to be ſeparated 
from every connection which is dear to him, and ſold. 

Thoſe gentlemen who reprobate the principle of the trade, by 
which the African is liable to be ſeparated from his family, his 
friends, and his country, will probably feel an equal horror for that 
law by which the Negro in the colonics is made liable, with the ag- 
gavation of being in a ſuperior degree of civilization, to be torn from 
les not leſs ſtrong. e 
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The defence of the Slave Trade is its neceſſity ; for the continu- 
ance of this law I can ſce no neceſſity. 


I own it appears to me, that a numerous claſs of creditors, mort. | 


gagees for inſtance, and all perſons whoſe ſecurity depends on the ge- 
neral value of the eſtate, under which deſcription I believe all the 
Englith creditors may be elaſſed, would be materially benefited by 
the repeal of thoſe laws. The value of the eſtate is matciially di- 
miniſhed by the ſcizure of any conſiderable number of Negroes; the 
ſecurity of the mortgagee is conſequently leſſened; and it appears to 
me, that this right of forcing the Negroes to ſale muſt, in many caſes, 
afford to one creditor the mcans of ſeizing that property, which 
had before been virtually pledged as ſecurity to another. If a pro- 
hibition of the Slave Trade had taken place, the ſcizure of a confi. 
derable number of Negroes, whom it would then be impoſſible to 
replace, might fo far affect ihe value of an eſtate that the mortgagee 
might loſe nearly the whole both of his principal and intereſt, 

By what means the colonial Legiſlature will in future afford ſuf- 
ficient ſecurity to creditors of all deſcriptions, I cannot pretend ta 
detail; but I believe there can be very little doubt, that it will 
be poſſible to give in future, ſufficient ſecurity to creditors, and fut- 
ficient means of obtaining credit to all perſons, who are in a ſitua- 
tion to have a right to expect it, without having recourſe to a pledge 
which has not been found neceſſary in this country; and I am con- 
fident, they will not be wanting in their attention to the rights of the 
creditors of various deſcriptions. 

aving ſtated the repcal of theſe credit laws to be ſo eſſential to 
the happineſs and civilization of the Negroes, and conſequently ſo 
advantageous to the Planter ; having, as I conceive, explained that 
it would be no Jeſs beneficial to a very numerous claſs of creditors, | 
may be aſked, why, with ſo many inducements, the —_— of 
Jamaica did not repeal theſe laws. 

It was not in their power to do ſo; had they repealed thee, the 
repeal would have been de fa# void, becauſe it would have been 
in contradiction to a part of a Britiſh act of Parliament, to a clauſe 
in an act paſſed in the fifth of his late Majeſty, entitled © an att 
for the more eaſy recovery of debts in His Majeſty's Plantations in 
America.” 

If the addreſs, I am about to propoſe, ſhall meet the iþprobation 
of the Houſe, I ſhould, with no ſmall confidence in their juſtice and 
humanity, have pledged myſelf to appeal to them for ſome modit- 
cation of this act; but that an honourable friend, who would 0 
much more juſtice to the cauſe, has given me reaſon to believe that 
he will undertake it. | 
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The credit laws, as they now ſtand, appear to me to be an almoſt 
inſuperable impediment to any conſiderable improvements in the 
happineſs or civilization of the Negroes. | 

If the act of Parliament, to which I have alluded, be modified, 
ſo as to leave the Aſſemblies of the Iflands at liberty to carry into 
execution their humane intentions, I have little doubt that ſuch a 
ſyitem may be eſtabliſhed, as with the aſſiſtance of reſtrictions in the 
trade, regulating the ages and preventing the preſent diſproportion of 
the ſexes in the imported Negroes, ſhall enſure an increaſe of in- 
ternal population. 

After ſtating what were the intentions of the Legiſlature of 
Jamaica, in addition to what «they have already done, I truſt it 
would be ſuperfluous for me to endeavour to convince the Houſe, 
that in forming or ſuperintending ſuch a ſyſtem, that Legiſlature 
will ſhew a zeal equal to the advantages which thev poſſeſs, from 
the opportunity of judging by immediate experience. I will not 
ſuppoſe that the Houſe will be unwilling to place in the colonial Le- 
giſlatures in general, the common confidence due to common libera- 
lity and humanity. 

A charge, however, has been laid againſt the character of the 
Planters, from whence an argument has been raiſcd in favour ot 
the Abolition Bill, which, as it is equally ſerious and unfounded, I 
cannot omit ſhortly to notice. Tt has been aſſerted that the Plan- 
ters have frequently been guilty of neglect, in ſome inſtances of 
cruelty, in the treatment of their Negroes, becauſe on a calculation 
of intereſt, they have conſidered a ſupply from Africa to be more 
advantageous, or at leaſt equally fo, with a ſupply by means of atten- 
tion to the internal population. If gentlemen were to conſider 
thenuclves at liberty to lay aſide all ſentiments of candour, in argu- 
ing on the actions of the inhabitants of that country, and were to 
ſuppoſe them to be in no degree actuated by ſentiments of humanky, 
but in every part of their conduct ſolely by immediate intereſt, I 
cannot gueſs from what imaginarv calculations of intereſt they can 
have drawn that concluſion ; but when I enter into the detail of 
the ſyſtem of that country, and ſo inveſtigate the views of intereſt, 


immediate and remote, which may be expected to operate on the 


minds of the Planters, I find it till more difficult to diſcover the 
grounds on which ſuch an aſſertion can have reſted. I will an- 
ſwer it by a ſhort ſtatement of facts. 

It is agreed by all Proprietors, that the value of a Cath Negro 
is much more than equal to that of an African. I do not mean 
that he is more eapable of bodily labour; his ſuperior value ariſes 
fm a ſuperiority in intelligence, in induſtry, and in attachment. 
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For eſtimating this difference, I know no preciſe ſcale; but by 
ſome perſons the difference of value has been calculated to be very 
great; for inſtance, our mechanics, whoſe value is almoſt incaleu- 
lable, are Creoles. 

But is this ſuperiority of value counterbalanced by any expence, 
to which the Planter is ſubject during the childhood of the Creole 
Negro? The expence is fo trifling, that it cannot be an object of 
ealculation, when it is conlidered that the children, though unfit for 
the laborious part of the field labour, arc ſerviecable in a variety of 
ways from a very early age, and that during their infancy they muſt 
be deemed of no trifling advantage, as the eauſes of the ſuperior good 
behaviour and induſtry which invariably diftinguiſh all thoſe Ne- 
groes who have families. 

I can therefore confidently aſſert, that a Creole Negro, at the 
age when he becomes fit for field labour, will have coſt his maſter 
nothing, and that he is then intrinſically in a great proportion more 
valuable to him than an African Negro, in the purchaſe of whom 
he muſt pay the profit and the expence of the African Trader. 

It is therefore only too moderate a ſtatement when ] aſſert, that 
on balancing the account merely of ſelf- intereſt, the Planter, who 
would prefer to purchaſe an African Slave, muſt reconcile himiclt 
to the voluntary lofs of the whole price of that African. In addition 
to this immediate and ſelf-evident intereſt, in which I am confident 
that every Planter will completely agree with me, a new and colh. 
teral motive, but not a leſs powerful one, has ariſen from the events 
which have lately taken place in that part of the world. 
St. Domingo is nearly become a Negro Colony, and the revo- 
lution lately operated in that ifland has made her a moſt dangerous 
neighbour. It is not far removed from probability, that the fide- 
lity of our Negroes may be put to an arduous trial ; that the very 
exiſtence of the Colony may depend on their attachment and cow- 
rage. Of the attachment of the Negroes at this moment in the 
iſland, we have received a moſt (gratifying proof in their condud 
during the Maroon rebellion ; but it is not poſſible that we ſhould 
find attachment in the newly-imported Africans. 
In ſuch circumſtances, and with ſuch intereſts, is it in nature that 
the African Trade ſhould be conſidered by us in any other light 
than that of a neceſſary evil? Can ſtrapger motives be required, 


than are in our caſe combined, to inſure an honeſt zeal in the exe- 


 eution of a plan, for the purpoſe of obviating the neceſſity of that 
trade? | | 

It.now only remains for me to trouble the Houſe to anticipate 
two objections, which may poſſibly be urged againſt the meaſure | 
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propoſe. It may be objeRed, firſt, that I have not ſpecified any 
period of time for the completion of this plan; that I have not 
fixed any preciſe year for the termination of the Slave Trade. 

[ have been guilty of this omiſſion, becauſe I conceive it ex- 
remely difficult for any perſons whatever impoſſible for any who 
are not very accurately informed of the degree of civilization of the. 
Negroes on the various eſtates in any one of the Iſlands to ſpecify 
that vear in which, a plan now to be tried, ſhall have produced in 
that Iſland, that degree of reformation which will remove the neceſſity 
of a farther importation of Negroes from Africa; it is ſtill more 
difficult to fpecity the preciſe vears in which the work will be ac- 
compliſhed in each of the different iflands, for in no two will the 
lame time be required. 

[ have already ſtated to the Houſe, more than once, that the 
only perſens whom I can conceive to be competent to form the 
different ſchemes , of regulations, fitted to the different iſlands, 
ate the Legiflatures of thoſe iſlands; from them any details 
may be obtained, by which it may be poſſible for ſuch a preciſe 
period to be named. All that J have felt myſelf competent to do, 
has been, to explain to the Houſe, what, in my opinion, lies within 
the means of the colonial Legiſlatures to perform, and to ſtate what 
are the effects which may reaſonably be expected to be produced by 
thoſe means; and if the Houfe ſhall not think unfavourably of 
the praQticability or efficiency of ſuch a plan, to requeſt the weight 
of their recommendation of it in general ; or if they ſhall think 
more detailed evidence neceſſary, that they will demand it where 
the fulleſt can be obtained. While this plan ſhall be under trial, 
the Houſe will poſſeſs at all times, the means of obſerving its pro- 
preſs, ſince it will be at all times in the power of any gentleman to 
move for the production of ſuch part of the correſpondence between 
His Majeſty's Secretary of State and the Governors of the different 
colonies, as ſhall relate to this ſubject. 1 

We ſhall alſo have to requeſt their co-operation, by means of a 
modification of an act of Parliament, without which it will be diffi- 
eult for any efficient ſyſtem of reform to be eſtabliſhed in the 
colonies, Lett 

It will alſo depend upon this Houſe, during the time which ſhall 
be neceſſary for the completion of ſuch a ſyſtem, thoroughly to in- 
veſtigate the cauſes of the mortality in the middle paſſage ; to en- 
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force ſuch regulations as may be calculated to remedy them, to limit | ul 0 9 
the extent of the trade, and moſt materially to aſſiſt the colonies by 9 ö BY! j 
e ſuch reſtrictions as ſhall regulate the ages, and pre vent the diſpro- ko | 4 
[ portion between the ſexes in the importation. 41148 
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For my own part, if the regulating bill ſhall be permitted to 
be brought forward, I ſhall nol readily give my aſſent to ſuch 
clauſes as ſhall appear beſt calculated to produce theſe effects, 

The ſecond objeclion which may poſſibly be urged, is, that the 
quantity of uncultivated lands in the Weſt Indies may protract the 
period at which the trade will ceafe to be neceſſary. I muſt admit 
that this will be the caſe ; but I muſt add, that the remedy depends 
on this Houle. 

The claims of the Weſt Indians are of two forts. The pro- 
prietors of ſettled eſtates contend, that an abrupt termination of the 
Slave Trade would, during the preſent decreaſe in the population, 
not only produce the ruin of their property, but involve in it the 
deſtruction of the Negroes ; a calamity for which no pecuniary ſa- 
crifices on the part of this country could compenſate. The claim 
is, that of the proprietors of unſettled land, and is ſimply a claim 
of indemnity. Whenever the impoſſibility of cultivating theſe 
lands ſhall take place, their value will be annihilated ; and the 
proprietor will incur the entire loſs of that purchaſe money which 
he has paid, in confidence, on the ſecurity of a ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by 
the Britiſh Legiſlature. 

I conceive, therefore, that when Parliament ſhall think fit tc 
decide upon this queſtion, if they ſhall conſider a reſtrition of all 
farther cultivation to be a point of duty, that they cannot heſitate 
to take into their conſideration the claims of ſuch proprietors, and 
to afford them an indemnification for ſuch loſſes, as this change of 
ſyſtem would impoſc upon them. 

I ſhall now conclude by ſhortly reminding the Houſe, that! 
have, in the firſt place, ſtated to them the objections which I ſee to 
the bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, which I reſt on a 
lea of juſtice, in the injury which it would bring upon individuals, 
and on a ground of policy, in a doubt, not merely on the authority 
of my own opinion of its incompetency to effect a complete termina- 
tion of the trade, and in the probability of the ſubſtitution of an 
illegal trade. 

That I have ſtated theſe objections as a neceflary preface to the 
propoſal of another plan, caleulated to produce the ſmalleſt effect 
by means, as I conceive, leſs dangerous, and more certain; that I 
have ſtated the evil from whence the neceſſity of the trade ariſes 
have thrown out ſome hints of the remedies which may be applicd 
& it—have ſtated how far the Legiſlature of one of the iſlands, at 
leaſt, has proceeded in the work of reform—have explained the 
impediments which forced them to ſtop ſhort—and have added 4 
reaſons for placing a confidence in their zeal for the completion of 
the work. 
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I truſt that, from a co-operation in a liberal and candid plan, the 
excrtions of the two countries will not fail in effecting the object in 
which the Houſe, I believe, concur unanimouſly, though they may 
differ as to the means - a complete termination of the Slave Trade. 
At leaſt, I truſt, that gentlemen will not prejudge the queſtion—that 
they will not determine that nothing can be expected from the co- 
lonies, before an appeal has been made to them, from which the 
Houſe will be able to judge what the colonies themſelves conſider to 
lie within their ability, and to eſtimate what will be the zeal with 
which they will exert the means which they poſſeſs. I ſhall there- 
fore conclude by moving : 

„% That an humble ada be preſented to His Majeſty, requeſt- 
« ing that His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions 
« to the Governors of His Majeſty's Plantations in the Weſt In- 
« dies, to recommend to the reſpedive Councils and Aſſemblies of 
« the ſaid Plantations, to adopt ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear to 
« them beſt calculated to obviate the cauſes which have hitherto 
« impeded the natural increaſe of the Negroes already in the 
« iſlands; gradually to diminiſh the neceſſity of the Slave Trade, 
« and ultimately to lead to its complete termination ; and particu- 
« larly, with a view to the fame effect, to employ ſuch means as 
4 may conduce to the moral and religious improvement of the Ne- 
« proes, and ſecure to them, throughout all the Britiſh Weſt-India 
„ Iflands, the certain, immediate, and active protection of the 
„law; and, at the ſame time, aſſuring His Majeſty, that this 
« Houſe will concur in ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear requiſite 
« to be taken by this Houſe, for the attainment of the ſame 
object.“ 

Mr. BARHAM aid, that he roſe to ſecond the motion with very 
great ſatisfaction, becauſe it enabled him at length to give a vote on 
this ſubject, with the perfect approbation of his own mind, and with- 
out being reduced to the diſtreſhrg alternative, of either ſupporting 
a trade, the principle of which he condemned, or of voting for the 
abolition of it by a mode which, he was convinced, would not re- 
move, but confirm, the evil. It was not as to his object, but as 
to his means, that he had always differed with the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) who firſt brought the ſubje& before 
the public ; and to theſe means, amidſt many other objections, his 
chief objection had always been, that they would not attain the end 
he had in view, but would render it more unattainable by means 
which, he was ſure, might immediately produce a very great effect, 
and, as he confidently hoped, completely ſucceed at laſt. 

When he ſaid that he agreed with the honourable gentleman 
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as to his object, he took for granted that his object was to do real 
and practical good; really and practically to deſtroy the Slave Trade, 
as ſoon and as fully as it could be done. With thoſe theoriſts wh 
merely deſired to do good upon paper, who would rather know that 
an ineffeQual law had paſſed againit the Slave Trade, than knyw 
that the trade was put in a train really to ceaſe, and who would 
rather perfect their ſyſtems than promote the lappineſs of manking ; 
with theſe he never did, nor ever ſnould, agree; nor had he any 
common baſis to argue with them upon. Tt he prefent motion 
would undoubtedly not niect their idcas. Still leſs could thoſe be 
expected to approve of it, if there were any, who ſtill juſtified the 
principle of the trade, and who wiſhed it in practice to flourith and 
inereaſe. The ſupport of ſuch, he would neither deſire nor deſerve. 
But if the queſtion was, “by what means ſooneſt, moſt eſtee- 
© tually, and with leaſt concomitant evil, the trade could be def. 
te troyed,” that queſtion he was ready to meet; and it would only 
be neceſſary to compare the chance of ſucceſs, afforded by the mea. 
ſure now propoſed, with that which might be expected from perſe- 
vering in the plan which had been hitherto purſucd with ſo little 
advantage. His honourable friend had fo clearly and fo candidly 
fubmitted to the Houſe the whole of his plan ; pointing out in ge- 
neral the ſteps which, in his opinion, the Colonial Legiſlatures 
might adopt; not committing them, as he could not and ought not 
to commit them, to ſpecific meaſures u hich they alone were qualified 
to deviſe and competent to enforce ; but, on the other hand, not 
doubting that, when ſo called on, they would do their utmoſt to 
attain the object, and, if anywhere ſtopt by inſurmountable diff. 
cultics, would clearly point out the impoſſibility under which they 
lay of doing more at preſent; Mr. Barham ſaid his honourable 
friend had ſtated all this ſo much (as he perceived) to the ſatisfaction 
of the Houſe, that he ſhould not add one word on the ſubject, but 
proceed to ſtate the grounds on which he aſſerted, that the means 
hitherto propoſed, even if they were to be immediately adopted by 
every branch of the Legiſlature here, would completely fail to abo- 
liſh the trade. ; 
Perſons unacquainted with the ſubje& might be ſurprized at this 
aſſertion ; but, as it depended a good deal on matters of fact, he mult 
entreat them to conſult thoſe who, from local and profeſſional know- 
ledge, could inform them ; and to all ſuch he appealed whether, from 
a direct prohibition of the trade, any other conſequence could be ex- 
pected than that it would force that trade, which we now had the 
power to confine, to correct, and, as he hoped, at laſt to deſtroy, into 
#hannels where it would be quite out of our reach. If the trade were 


1 
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prohibited to our own fubjedts, it was certain that Britiſh capitals 
would immediately migrate to foreign countries, and. carry it on 
under the protection of foreign flags. In what manner eculd this 
be prevented Did any man expect that we could perſuade every 
nation in the world to forego the profits. of ſo lucrative a trade: or 
were we prepared, by ſeizing their ſhips, to have, at a time too like 
this, a perpetual ſubject of variance with foreign powers? In Africa 
then, and on the ſeas, nothing could be done to prevent the trade fo 
carried on. To flop the landing of the Slaves would be- found 
quite as impoſſible. It had been aſſerted that a gontrabanc trade 
in ſlaves was more difficult to be carried on than any other. contra. 
band trade. The reverſe of this was true;. for it was evident; that 
a cargo of Slaves might be landed in as many hours as it would: re- 
quire weeks to land uy cargo. The ſhips would hover round 
the iſlands, in the night they would approach, boats would put off 
from every creek and corner- -of the coaſt, and fetch what Slaves 
they wanted, with whom they would - ſoon be equally out of tha 
reach of your ſhips and your cuſtom-houſe. He challenged any pro- 
feſſional man to contradict . him, when he aſſerted, that were the 
whole navy of Great Britain employed for this' only purpoſe, it 
could not prevent any number of Slaves from Seing landed in the 
ſingle iſland of Jamaica. | x» 
7 It was next to be conſidered, whether we could enforce the _ 
hibition by a law to operate in the interior of the iſlands, after the 
Slaves were landed. Mr. Barham faid, that any interference with 
their internal legiſlation would be attended with very great difficulty. 
Into the queſtion of right he ſhould not enter. Some difference of 
opinion exiſted concerning that right on this fide of the water 
which way opinions leaned in the colonies, it was eaſy to gueſs. 
More might be loſt than gained by diſcuſling the queſtion ; it was 1 
therefore beſt to leave it alone. This, however, he might ſafely 1 
affirm, „ that an act, the legality of which was againſt general opi- (11 HY 
nion, and the execution of which was againſt general intereſt; had Ri N 4 
no chance of producing any general effect.“ 3 0 5 9 
But then, ſay gentlemen, if there js ſuch a diſpoſition to negle&t (0:1: 
our law, we will conquer it by the ſeverity of its clauſes. If in- Bi 
formations cannot be procured, and if Magiſtrates in the iſland will Fil þ 
not act upon it, the Governors ſhall be enjoined to proceed on their ny 
oun authority, If juries will not convict upon it in the iſlands, 
the parties ſhall be ſent here to be tried by a Jury in Middleſex; 
and if witneſſes cannot be found to prove their guilt, they's mall de 
charged with the onus of proving their own inagcence. That even; 
this would not do, Mr. Barham faid he ſhoull affirm, till ne Was 
Vor. II. K K f 1 
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fhewn an inſtance, when, even by the hand of tyranny and force, 
any law had been rendered effectual againſt the univerſal will of 
the people where it was to operate. 

But did gentlemen, in their eagerneſs to do good, totally forget 
what they were about? Was the juſtice of the end to ſanctify the 
injuſtice of the means? Was the enormity of à crime (ate it as 
high as you pleaſe) to authorize us to deprive men of a fair trial, or 
to puniſh them before conviction ? Such would be the effect of a 
law which was to deprive the inhabitants of the colonics of their 
right to a trial by a Jury of the vicinage, and ſubje& them to the 
verdict of men who muſt be unacquainted with the character of the 
parties and the witneſſes, and the nature of various circumſtances 
which might decide the cafe. Such would be the effect of a law 
which ſhould expoſe them, on the bare authority of a Governor, to 
be ſent for trial, many thouſand miles from hoine, to the probable 
ruin of their affairs at any rate, and loaded with the nur proband: of 
their innocence, which, at ſuch a diſtance of time and place, and 
conſidering the rapid mortality of thoſe climates, it would moſt likely 
be impoſſible for them, however innocent, to procure the witneſſes 
to prove. Could any Governor accept ſuch a taſk? Could any 
man exiſt under ſuch a government? What would be the conſe- 

quence of enforcing ſuch a law, he hardly dared to contemplate, 
and he certainly did nut dare to ſtate ; but this he knew, that there 
were ſituations in which men would forget their attachments, would 
fpurn at all conſiderations of intereſt or ſafety, and all calculations as 
to their chance of ſucceſs, being able to feel only the wrong that is 
done them. If any man could not feel for others, let him bring 
the caſe home to himſelf, and aſk himſelf what his feelings would 
be, if the law related to his own country, and was to ſubject him- 
ſelf and his neighbours to be ſent at any time by a warrant from 
the Lord Lieutenant to prove his innocence before a Jury in 
Jamaica. 

But, perhaps it would be ſaid, is Great Britain then really in this 
fituation, that ſhe muſt tolerate, and be a participator in what ſhe 
feels to be a crime, and yet muſt do nothing to prevent it, becauſc 
ſhe cannot obtain the co-operation of her colonies, which, it will be 
contended, there is no chance of obtaining, if that is true which has 
been ſtated concerning the reſiſtance that will be oppoſed to any 
prohibition of the Slave Trade ? Neither of theſe inferences, how- 
ever, could be fairly drawn. It neither followed that we could do 
nothing, becauſe we might not do this; nor did it follow from 


what had been aid, that the colonies would not co-operate with us 


ir we did what was M. | 
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Let us, however, before we inquired what others would do, fir 
look at home, and ſee whether we had done all that was incumbent on 
ourſelves. How ſtood the caſe? We found a ſyſtem going on in 
the colonies, which we condemned as contrary to juſtice and huma- 
nity. By whom was this ſyſtem eſtabliſhed ? By the colonies ? No. 
It was to the error and the cupidity of our common anceſtors, that 
this ſyſtem owed its origin. The colonies had here nothing diſtinct 
from us, but the merit of exerciſing it in general with very great 
moderation. We were now, however, deſirous of aboliſhing this 
ſyſtem. Should we not, then, in ſuch a caſe, have faid to the colo- 
nies, ( The ſyſtem which prevails for the purpoſe of cultivating 
« your lands and maintaining your population, is inhuman and 
* unjuſt : we do not impute it to you, but we who have eſtabliſhed 
te it in common with you, call you, in common with us, to put an 
« end to it as ſoon as poſſible. You, who are on the ſpot, can 
© beſt tell us how this may be effected. What depends on us to 
e ſupport and aſſiſt you, ſhall not be wanting. If the work is im- 
« peded, and your hands are tied by any laws in our ſtatute book, 
© tell us, and we will repeal them. If any meaſures ſhould be 
e neceſſary, by which the property of individuals will be violated, 
e we, who call on you to make the ſacrifice, do not wiſh ourſelves 
te to be exempted from it. Great Britain does not wiſh to be ge- 
e nerous at the expence of others; nor can ſhe'think it juſt, even 
e for the purpoſes of juſtice, to take away the property of indi- 
« viduals, without offering whatever compenſation can be made.” 
Language like this would have been conſiſtent with juſtice, dignity, 
and ſound policy. | 

But what had been our language and our conduct? We began by 
charging on the colonies the ſyſtem in which they were, at moſt, 
but equally guilty with ourſelves. We next charged op them that 


guilt which was exclufively our own; imputing to them enormity - 
which was committed in the exerciſe of the trade ; a Britiſh trade, 


and carried on by Britiſh ſhips, Britiſh ſeamen, and Britiſh mer 
chants, We had liſtened to and encouraged every foul and abſurd 
alumny, againſt the proprietors of Negroes, which ignorance, ma- 
lice, or madneſs, had choſen to propagate : and, at laſt, having ex» 


cited againſt them ſuch a clamour, that men were almoſt afraid to 


onfeſs that, by any chance, they had become poſſeſſed of property in 
the iſlands, we then ſaid to them: Change your ſyſtem, renounce 
* the means by which you have hitherto ſubſiſted, and look to us 


* for nothing but a law which ſhall deprive you, in future, of every 
* pretence by which you might rank 7 7 * freemen — | 


* your fellow ſubjeQs.” 
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2 Could any thing be expected from | uch treatment but. the conſe. 
quence that, has coſued, namely, a determined reſiſtance to every 
ing that was propaſed from the ſame quarter? Had any man a 
right to,argue from this, what would have been their conduR, if an 

oppoſite conduct. Had · been obſeryed towards them? He appealed to 
the honourable genileman (Mr. Wilberforce), whether it was 
pot true, that ever ſince this elmour had ſubſided a little, ever ſince 
the voice of eandour, hag been, in ſome degree, liſtened to, he had 
not found, on. the pat of his opponents, a proportionable willing. 
neſs to accede to .cycry meaſure, of reaſonable reform ? Let, then, 
this be Fl leſſon : let us tread back our ſteps ; and then, indeed, if 
the colonies dig not ſhew | themſelves ready to concur in every prac- 
ticable meaſure that could tend to the purpoſes. of juſtice, humanity, 
and civilization, he | be would 1 renounce their cauſe, and, for one, he 
would be their advocate no, longer. 


That thoſe who made this motion expected no ſuch NN 
if 8 


motion Was. a pledge, which they ſhould have diſgdai ned to 
they thought that it could lead to nothing. It was made at the 


| general, if not the unanimous, defire of the whole Weſt-India body, 


in the Houſe, after many and deep conſultations, in which, if any. 
difficulty had ariſen as to the mode of its execution, certainly none, 
had been founded on any ſordid cr ſelfiſh confideration of intereſt, 
If it were objected, that ſuch had not always been the language of 
the Weſt. India body, he muſt obſerve that the voice of the Weſt. 
India body had not always been very diſtigAly heard in the Houſe 
or elſewhere ; 2; Other, voices and other intereſts having found it con- 


venient to mix with theirs, which had cauſcd that the real ſenti- 


ments 91 the Weſt· India body had often been miſunderſtood. 

Mr. Barham concluded in theſe words:—T have now laid be- 
fors the Houſe mx opinion on @& ſubject which has always intereſted 
we jn the bigheſt degree, and which I have conſidered with much 
tag. awful 2 ſenſe of what 1 owe. to God and my fellow creatures to 
admit any other bias whatever. . It was my original opinion, and it 


n been confirmed by, every obſervation and every reflexion which. 
ra 12 5 been able to make, - 'Let me, then, before 1 fit down, 


egtreat g entſernen on the other fide to pauſe with me for a moment. 


I 5 them, ſhould, at length, perceive that they have begun at, 
end, and that they are purſuing a path, which has led 


them, = and will. lead them, farther and' farther from their purpoſe, 


ſurely they vill fop : ſurely they will prefer the real conſiſteney 8 
always doing what they think right, to the ſeeming conliſtency 


Aways purſuing . ſurely they will prefer t DN 
| EtisfaQion of doing good to e the  yoor triumph cart, 
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ging a perſonal point. No, Sir; I believe too much in their fin- 
cerity, and I kpow too much of their noble minds, to think they 
would hefitate a moment in ſuch an alternative. No; if this he the 
caſe, they will join with us; they will ſupport ur meaſure to effec 
their purpoſe ; ; and you, Sir, fitting \ in that chair, will no longex 
have the pain of appointing tellers for a diviſion, when the queſtion 
is a queſtion of humanity and juſtice. - The only conteſt will be, 
who ſhall be foremoſt in ſupporting it ; and in that conteſt it ſhall 
go hard indeed, if we are found to be the laſt, 

Mr. WILBERFORCE declared, that if he thought the motion 
before the Houſe would really be productive of the good which the 
gentlemen who ſupported it expected it to produce, he ſhould be 
ready to give to it his affent ; for no confideration of confiſtency of 
conduct ſhould indyce him to oppoſe a meaſure that was likely ta 
produce ſo much good; but as he fincerely thought that, in paſſing 
ſuch a meaſure as this, the. Houſe would do away its own ſolemn 
pledge, and alſo do much evil, it was his duty to oppoſe the motion. 
and even to deprecate the paſſing it. He reminded the Houſe of 
what was likely to be thought out of doors, if it agreed to a mea- 
ſure that was ſo repugnant to its own proceedings. He then reſerrocd 
to what had paſſed in the Houſe of Commons ia the year 1792, 
when it was reſolved that, within four years from that time, the 
African Slaye Trade ſhould be totally aboliſhed. He maintained, 
that the meaſure now propoſed was much weaker, for the purpoſe of 
aboliſhing the trade, than what had been aſſented to in the Houſe an: 
the part of the Planters themſelves. He then referred to the reſolu- 
tian moved by Mr. Secretary Dundas, and adopted by the Houſe 
for the gradual abolition of the trade; and by which it was deter- 
mined that the Slave Trade ſhoulg. be aboliſhed in a given time. 
By the firſt reſolutions of the Houſe, the trade was to have been 
aboliſhed in January, 1796, which was fixteen months ago. By: 
the ſubſequent ones it was to be abgliſhed in the year 1 80. 
Here he read the ſubſtance of the latter reſolutions, as alſo an ad. 


dreſs of the Houſe to His Majeſty, to uſe his endeavours -with fob: 


reign nations to purſue the plan adopted by the Houſe ; from which 
he argued, that the preſent meaſure. was infinitely leſs. affective than 
that which the Houſe had already adopted, and that the. Houſe had 
made greater progreſs already in the abolition of the African Slave: 


©.» 


Trade than this motion was calculated to, produce. As the pleaiof! 


juſtice and humanity had þeen fo often urged upon this ſubject, and 


urged in vain, he was afraid it- was hopeleſs. It- was idle to ſay: 


that populatian, among the Negroes could not be kept up in the 
Wands, for, the contrary had been proved; md yet; a Hπτ purhuy< 
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ber had already been imported than were intended to have been al. 
lowed by the laſt reſolutions, up to the period at which the trade 
was intended to be aboliſhed. He then entered into a detail of the 
average of the loſſes in ſome of the iſlands, upon the queſtion of 
population among the Negroes, for the whole of a century, in order 
to ſhew that the population may be kept up without any importa- 
tion. He reminded the Houſe of the many cauſes that were ad- 
verted to on former occafiogs, as cauſes that would operate to in- 
creaſe the population of the Negrocs, and the willingneſs that was 
expreſfed on the part of the friends of the trade to try the effect 
of theſe cauſes, only that they ſhould allow a little time for that pur. 
poſe ; and time was granted to fatisfy the minds, or rather to com- 
pliment the ' prejudices, of the Planters. He obſerved that when 
the laſt reſolutions of the Houſe for the gradual abolition paſſed, he 
was congratulated on the approaching attainment of the object of 
his withes. He had then ſaid he could not-accept of that congra- 
tulation, for he foreſaw that the friends of the trade had ſucceeded in 
| reducing the point to a queſtion of practical and temporary expedi- 
ence, by having the trade continued. He thought they would go 
on with the trade from time to time without diminution ; and expe- 
rience had verified what he had faid upon that ſubject. He main- 
tained that the humanity of the planters, which had been ſo much 
boaſted of, had ſlept over fince the reſolutions paſſed for aboliſhing 
the trade gradually; and he was afraid, nothing could rouſe it but 
an act of Parliament to aboliſh the trade totally. Here he enu- 
merated the horrors of the trade, and concluded upon that head, with 
alledging that it cauſed general devaſtation upon a third part of the 
habitable globe; and that, although gentlemen who made It a queſ- 
tion of trade merely, might ſpeak of it with coolneſs, yet it was 2 
ſhame to the Houſe of Commons to liſten to any propoſitlon for ex- 
periments upon that which they had deelared to be inconſiſtent with 
juſtice and humanity, and which they had alfa declared ought to be 
aboliſhed at a given period. He maintained that, from the preſent 
plan, it was i ible to ſee that the Slave trade would ever be 
put-an end to. The Legiſlature of Jamaica had not looked upon 
this trade as an evil; on the contrary, they had declared, ſince the 
paſſing of the reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, that it ſhould 
not be put an end to; and therefore, on the willingneſs of the Co- 
lonial Aſſemblies to co-operate with the wiſhes of the Britiſh Par- 
liament to put an end to the Slave Trade by gradual means, or by 
any means, he entertained his doubts, notwithſtanding the hand- 
ſome things that were ſkid of the humanity and juſtice of theſe Al- 
ſemblies. But it was ſaid the trade was Britifh, ard not the trade 
5 
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of the planters. It was a trade in which the planters and their, 
agents had the profit, and the Britiſh Parliament the guilt ; and yet, 
the Parliament was, by this motion, to aſk theſe planters whether. 
that trade ſhould be put an end to or not. He maintained that; as; 
there were at this time three fifths of the iſland of Jamaica uneul- 
tivated, the remainder of it was intended to be cultivated by Ne- 
goes to be imported, notwithſtanding it has been ſolemnly declared 
in the Houſe that no farther cultivation, by ſuch means, ſhould, 
ver be attempted. He maintained, that however well diſpoſed the 
Legiſlatute of the colonies might be to put an end to the importation 
of Negroes, yet the thing would be impraQticable, under the provi- 
fiens that were propoſed by the motion now before the Houſc; and 
that no” juſtice could ever be enforced on the part of the Negroes, 
unleſs thoſe who were guilty of the injuſtice ſhould chuſe to accuſe 
themſelves ; and he thought it an extraordinary thing to propoſe 
nw that an experiment ſhould be tried by the colonies, after theſe 
had had four years allowed them already to try experiments, and after, 
the Houſe had declared that the trade ſhould be aboliſhed. He 
maintained, that the idea of meliorating the condition of Negroes in 
the colonics, while importations from Africa were continued, was 
founded upon a dangerous error. All attempts to amend the con- 
dition of the Negrocs who are already in the plantations, by inſtrue- 
tion, &e. would be in vain, becauſe, as men became improved in. 
their underſtandings, they muſt naturally have ſome degree of free- 

dom: it would be idle to think of giving freedom to the newly-im- 
ported Africans ; and it would be impoſſible to reconcile freedom: 
and ſlavery together. If, therefore, there was any ſerious wiſh to 

meliorate the condition of the Negroes in the Weſt-India Iflands: 
and Plantations, the only way to accompliſh that object was to put 
an end to the foreign trafic. This he maintained not only to be 

juſt and wiſe upon general principles, but to be alſo neceffary for the 
ſafety of the Weſt-India Iſlands ; and he might aſk the Houſe, 
what they thought would have been the effect at this day if that 
meaſure had been put in force four years ago, in which time. 
150,000 Slaves had been imported? He reminded the Houſe, that 
the principles of policy, as well as juſtice, are incompatible with 
ſavery; and that, by perſiſting in this ſyſtem of importation, the 
period might ſoon arrive when rivers of blood would flow. He 
would therefore ſay to thoſe who only looked to their property in 
the Weſt Indies, ©* Aboliſh the importation of Slaves at this mo- 
ment, as the firſt ſtep towards the ſalvation of thoſe iſlands.” Na- 

ural cauſes muſt produce their natural effects; and there was no 
cron far this or any other country hoping that providence woulg 
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proteck it from the conſequences: of injuſtice. The laws of nature 
would have their effect in the moral, as will as the phyſical, world; 
and there required no profound refiection in order to ſee what miſt 
be the event of perſiſting in a ſyſtem of injuſtice. Beſides, he was 
Eftitled to inſiſt that the Houſe of Commons was precluded from 
entertaining any motion of this kind. It could not entertain it if it 
was faithful to itſelf ; for it had been reſolved that the Slave Trade 
Would be aboliſhed in January, 1796 ; that period had elapſed. 
The Houſe had entered into other reſolutions for the abolition of 
the trade; and now he thought that no farther experiments to con- 
tinue the trade ſhould be tried. The laſt reſolutions of the Houſe 
were moved by his right hotiourable friend, (Mr. Secretary Dundas; 
he wiſhed to know from him, in caſe he ſupported this motion, what 
he would think of himſelf —not what the public would think of 
hitn, but what he would think of himſelf, if he did not adhere to 
the principle of ſuch reſolutions, with which the preſent motion 
was entirely at variance? 

Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS ſpoke as follows: — Mr. Speaker, 
I rife to ſupport the motion of my honourable friend; and I do it 
with infinite ſatisfaction, not only becauſe I am convinced that it is 
calculated to promote, in a very eminent degree, the intereſts of hu- 
manity, but alſo, becauſe the time is, I hope, at length arrived, when 
the planters of the Britiſh Weſt Indies will be allowed that rank 
in the good opinion of mankind, which I know they have a right to 
claim; and to vindicate in this Houſe their injured characters, and 
infalted honour. 

Sir, the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt (Mr. Wilberforce) 
has told you, that this was not always the language of Weſt-India 
proprietors having ſeats in Parliament. Sir, it is true: but I con- 
tend that the voice of the planters on this ſubject was never fairly 
heard in this Houſe. They were overborne and overpowered by a 
torrent of miſrepreſentation and calumny ; and compelled by mo- 
tives of ſclf-preſervation to make a common cauſe with the ſlave- 
merchants of this kingdom, with whom I deny that their intereſts 
ate eſſentially blended. Sir, the African Slave Trade, as the ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſeconded the motion has well obſerved, is a 
Britiſh trade in all reſpects. It is a trade carried on by Britiſh ſub- 
jects, in Britiſh ſhips, on Britiſh capitals, and under the authority 
and protection of the Britiſh Government: but, ſays the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, «© England has the guilt, and the planters 
have the profit.” Sir, I contend that both the profit and guilt 


cemer in this country. Perhaps, Sir, there are few who ſuſpect, 


what is nevertheleſs true, that it was a Britiſh trade before we had 
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a fingle colony in the Weſt Indies, or any part of America. The 
Government of England, Sir, in the early part of Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign, encouraged and promoted the Slave Trade, and the 
Queen herſelf participated in its profits. In the year 1564, ſhe 
{:nt a ſquadron of men of war to purchaſe Slaves on the coaſt of 
Africa, and to convey them for ſale to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies. 
The Commodore was Sir John Hawkins, afterwards Treaſurer of 
the Navy; and the ſhips were the Solomon, the Tiger, the Swallow, 
and the Jeſus. 

I have related theſe circumſtances in our hiſtory, Sir, as intro- 
ductory to the proof which I ſhall preſently give, that, when in 
after times the Engliſh nation had colonies of its own, the Britiſh 
Government not merely encouraged, but abfolutely forced, by every 
means in its power, the coloniſts to purchaſe African Slaves (among 
other articles of ſupply) from the Britiſh merchants. James I. in 
the year 1618 converted the Slave Trade into a monopoly, by 
granting an excluſive charter to Sir Robert Rich and others. Thus 


— — IO : 


, aroſe the firſt African Company. Another charter was granted in 
t 1631 by Charles I.; and in 1672 Charles II. granted a third. 
$ In this laſt charter the King's own brother, the Duke of York, 
- was at the head of the ſubſcribers, who were now dignified by the 
U title of the Royal African Company; and if the Houſe will permit 
* me to read the inſtructions which thoſe Monarchs gave to their Go- 
0 vernors in the Weſt Indies, gentlemen will be convinced that I 
id have proved my aſſertion. 


Sir, the firſt document of this kind is dated in the year 1671. 
In that year Sir Thomas Lynch was appointed Governor of Ja- 
maica; and, among other articles, in his inſtruQtions from King 
Charles II., I find the following: © You ſhall give all due en- 
* couragement to the trade which the Royal African Company 
* trading unto Africa ſhall ſet on foot in our ſaid iſland. You 
* ſhall, as often as you have opportunity, ſend us an account of 
© the number of planters, maſters, ſervants, and ſlaves.” I ſhould 
have obſerved, Sir, that nine y;ars previous to this, ſoon after the 
reſtoration, the King himſelf, in order to conciliate the good will of 
the troops in Jamaica, and to induce them to cultivate the country, 
had ſent a ſupply of three hundred Negroes, as a Royal 8 to 
de divided among the officers. 

James II., Sir, followed the example of his Wee In the 


— year of his reign he iſſued the following inſtructions to = ys, 
oward : 


« You are to give all poſſible encouragement and invitations * 


*. N e ng trads unto our ſaid iſland, 
or. II. 
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or any way contribute to its advantage, and particularly to the eff 
« African Company. And as we are willing to recommend unto atio 
„the ſaid Company that the ſaid iſland may have a conſtant and trea 
« ſufficient ſupply of merchantable Negroes at moderate rates, ſo * 
you are to take care that payment be duly made in money or din 
«© commodities, within a competent time, according to agree- b 
«© ment, &e.“ png 
The very ſame inſtructions verbatim were iſſued October 7th, 1 
1689, by the glorious and immortal King William, who, not con- my 
tent with ſupplying our own colonies with African Slaves, entered 1 
into a contract called the Aſſiento for ſupplying the Spaniards. And the 
an act of the Britiſh Parliament ſoon afterwards paſſed, which de. d 
clares the Slave Trade to be highly beneficial to this kingdom, Hou 
« and to the plantations dependant thereon.” Slav 
From this period the African trade became altogether a parlia- riea, 
mentary concern; and the reſolutions in ſupport of it, which ap- not. 
pear, for many years afterwards, on the Journals of this Houſe, their 
would fill a volume. ours. 
From the year 1729 to the year 1788, a period of fixty years, han 
ſums of money were voted annually for maintaining the forts on illiei; 
the coaſt to the amount, in the whole, of no leſs than 705,255]. cots 
5s. Tod.! Si 
Sir, I am aware that, in transferring the guilt of the Slave Trade colon 
from the planters of the Weft Indics to its original and proper au- point 
thors, the government and merchants of this kingdom] fay, vir, [ chi 
I am well apprized of the conclufion to which my arguments led, of thi 
and of which I have no doubt that ſome honourable gentleman will Lord: 
take advantage. If the trade really be, as I ſhall hereafter proveit who « 
to be, ſolely a Britiſh trade, I ſhall be told, that the Parliament of rears, 
Great Britain muſt, from the nature of the caſe, have a right to reſtrain 1 
it as it ſees fit, or to aboliſh it altogether whenever it thinks proper. minut 
Sir, I do not deny the right; it is the, practicability of enforcing prove 
that right that I diſpute ; and this leads me more particularly to Iſland 
the motion of my honourable fric tu, now before you, which, I do the ſn 
admit, implies the two following propoſitions : Th 
1ſt. That the Abolition of the Slave Trade, by the Britiſh Par- the hi, 
liament alone, without the co-operation and concurrence of the Co- Memt 
lonial Legiſlatures, i is abſolutely impoſſible. I repeat the expreſſion: mande 
I fay; it is abſolutely impoſſible. In other words, my aſſertion is, Wiſe f 
that ſo long as Africa ſhall continue to fell her ſubjects, and foreign of the 
nations ſhall continue to carry them for ſale to the Weſt Indies, ſo t'e inc 
long will che planters in the Britiſh iſlands (unleſs prevented bY Bi The | 
their own allemblics) get ſupplied with Negroes,/in ite of all tle By defy 
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efforts of this country to prevent it. This, Sir, is my firſt propo- 
qtion. My ſecond is, that if the Colonial Legiſlatures are properly 
treated by this country, and the King ſhall be graciouſly pleaſed to 
fgnify his wiſhes in the manner propoſed, the colonies are well in- 
clined to concur with the Britiſh Parliament in framing and en- 
forcing ſuch regulations as will immediately reſtrict, and, in due 
time, ſuppreſs the trade altogether. 

Theſe, Sir, are propoſitions neceſſarily implied in the motion of 
my honourable friend ; and, unleſs I fatisfy gentlemen that they 
are well founded, I do not expect the motion will be agreed to by 
the Houſe. | ID 

Sir, in treating of the firſt propoſition, I muſt again remind the 
Houſe, that although Great Britain. may relinquiſh, on her part, the 
Slave Trade, the other nations of Europe, and the States of Ame- 
rica, will continue it as uſual. No man pretends to ſay they will 
not. Nay, by ſeizing on what we ſurrender, they will increaſe 
their commerce with Africa, exactly in proportion as we diminiſh 
ours. I contend, therefore, that Spain, Portugal, Holland, and, 
above all, the States of North America, will furniſh ſuch means of 
licit commerce, as no precaution, on the part of this country, can 
obviate, nor all the force of the empire defeat. 

Sir, we need only to look to the geographical ſituation of the 
colonies to be convinced of the truth of this affertion. On this 
point I could ſpeak much from my own perſonal knowledge ; but 
[ chuſe rather to refer to the evidence of profeſſional men, (perſons 
of the higheſt credit and character,) delivered on oath before the 
Lords. And firſt I will read to you the teſtimony of Mr. Branker, 
who was formerly a Commander in the African 'Trade for nineteen 
years, | | 

Here Mr. Edwards read Mr. Branker's evidence from the 
minutes of the Houſe of Lords ; the ſubſtance of which went to 
prove, that there are ſo many landing places in the Windward 
Iſlands, as to render it impoſſible for all the Britiſh navy to prevent 
the ſmuggling of Negroes. | das. 

The next evidence that I ſhall produce is, that of a gentleman of 
the higheſt worth and reſpectability, whoſe name is familiar to every 
Member of this Houſe : it is Admiral Philip Affleck, who com- 


manded many years on the naval ſtation at Jamaica, and who like- 


wie ſpeaks profeſfionally. He declares, that, having had the care 
of the coaſts of that iſland, he holds it to be impoſſible to prevent 
de incurſions of veſſels in the night from the iſland of Cuba. 
Phe following - queſtions and anſwers are clear, explicit, and 
deciſive: ä * 4 
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© Võu are underſtood to have faid, that it is 8 to prevent 
et the importation of Slaves into Jamaica ? 

« 'T mean fo; I really think fo, as a ſeaman. 

«© Do you conceive that a fleet ever ſo large could poſſibly pre. 
te vent the running of Negroes into the iſland of Jamaica? 

“ Certainly not.“ 

Evidence like this is incontrovertible ; and I might adduce 2 

much longer chain of information on this point; but thoſe who re- 
member the admirable ſpeech of the right honourable Secretary of 
State (Mr. Dundas) on the ſubjeR of the Slave Trade, in the Jaft 
ſeſſion of the laſt Parliament, will not think it neceſſary. To thoſe 
who were not ſo fortunate, it may be ſufficient to obſerve, . that the 
right honourable Secretary entered particularly and at large on this 
very topic ; and declared, from his own knowledge and experience 
as one of the King's Miniſters, that having, in the courſe of the 
preceding Summer, employed no leſs than eight and twenty ſhips of 
war to cut off the communications of the French with two of our 
ſugar iſlands, he found himſelf perpetually baffled—and that the 
project was impraQticable. He pronounced it, therefore, as a fact 
not to be diſputed, that if the Planters were deſirous of a ſupply of 
Slaves from Africa, it was impoſſible (notwithſtanding all the force 
you could ſend) to prevent them from finding a landing place. 
J am convinced,” faid the right honourable gentleman, * it is 
« phyfically impoſſible ;”” and he called on any naval ojicer to riſc 
up and contradict him. 
Such, Sir, are the phyſical or natural obſtacles. The moral ones 
are not leſs formidable, arifing chiefly from the preſent temper and 
diſpoſition of the inhabitants in the ſugar colonies ; all of whom 
(unleſs you purſue a different line of conduct towards them than 
you have hitherto purſued) will riſe up to a man, and unite their 
exertions to oppoſe you. And, Sir, what elſe can be expected! It 
is now ten years ſince they have been held up as objects for the 
finger of ſcorn to point at. Every falſchood which envy, igno- 
rance, and malice, could deviſe to their prejudice, has been levelled 
againſt them. Every ſpecies of calumny which has been fabricated 
for a century paſt has been raked together and heaped upon them; 
and the ſtale crimes and violences of Bucaniers and lawleſs men, in 
the time of Charles the Second, have been revived and quoted, 
as a juſt repreſentation of their preſent laws, manners, and di 
poſitions. | 

Sir, even the attempts which have been made in this Houſe for 
an Abolition of the Slave Trade, have been all made, not in the 
mildneſs of a temperate reform, but in the ſpirit of a vindidtiv; 
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policy. The language which has been uſed has always implied 
ſuch notorious guilt, on the part of the planters, as to ſuperſede the 
neceſſity of proof; and obedience to your acts of Parliament has 
been conſtrued into crimes of the moſt atrocious delinquency. Gen- 
tlemen need only read the bill, brought into this Houſe the Laſt 
ſeſſion of the laſt Parliament, to be ſatisfied that I advance nothing 
but the truth. Sir, under the firſt clauſe of that bill, a Weſt-India 
planter, returning to the colonies from Great Britain, with a Negro 
ſervant whom he may have brought from thence, (one, perhaps, 
born and bred up in his family,) was declared guilty of felony, and 
ſentenced to a puniſhment worſe than death— tranſportation for four- 
teen ycars to Botany Bay, among the loweſt and vileſt of mankind. 
Nay, Sir, the ſhip itſelf, and all the cargo and effects on board, 
were declared to be forfeited on account of this enormous crime of 
the planter ; and, by an inconſiſtency which is at once lamentable 
and ridiculous, even the poor Negro (to revenge whoſe injuries the 
bill was intended) was himſelf made liable to be ſold, for the benefit 
of the captors, as part of the cargo! 

By another clauſe in the ſame bill, the perſonal liberty of every 
inhabitant in the colonies was aſſigned over to the Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief, who was authorized, on evidence which was not 
required to be upon oath, to ſeize on any man whom revenge or 
malice might accuſe, and ſend him to England to be tried. The 
Governor was even inveſted with the extravagant power of ſending 
at the ſame time, by force, to this country all ſuch witneſſes, as 
either the proſecutor, or the party accuſed, ſhould deſire to attend. 
believe the records of Parliament cannot produce ſuch another 
bill. No proviſion was made in it for the intereſts of tenants for 
life, who are bound, in many caſes, by expreſs conditions of their 
teſtators, to keep up the ſtock of Negroes: no care was taken of 
annuitants and leſſees, under what is called in the colonies, make- 
23d leaſes, or of mortgagees reſiding in Great Britain nor was 
compenſation allowed to the planters in caſes of injury. The whole 
was a maſs of abſurdity, injuſtice, and opprefſion—and I am ſatis- 
fied, that if this bill had paſſed into a law, every man in the Weſt 
Indies would have joined heart and hand in reſiſting it at the riſque 
of his life. 


Through the wiſdom and moderation of this Houſe, theſe at- 


tempts, Sir, have hitherto failed ; and it is, therefore, time to try 


a different line of conduct. Accordingly the planters now come 
forward of their own accord, and offer to the Houſe a propoſition, 
which, if adopted and carried into effect, will, I am perſuaded, be 
productive of the moſt beneficial conſequences, to the ſatisfaction of 
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every man, whoſe aim is honeſtly to reform, and not to deſtroy— 

and this leads me to the ſecond propoſition, © Wilt the Colonial 

« Aſſemblies adopt the meaſures propoſed, to be recommended to 

« them by the Crown?” Sir, as to any poſitive engagement on 

my part, or on the part of any of the planters refident in this 

country, concerning the future deliberations and proceedings of the 

Colonial Aſſemblies, it ought not ſurely to be expected. We cer. 

fainly cannot pledge ourſelves, that thoſe Aſſemblies will adopt any 

ſpecific line of conduct recommended by us; but we contend, that 

it is fair and reafonable to form an opinion concerning what they 

will do in future, by what they have done in times paſt—and in 

ſimilar caſes, when their minds were not heated and irritated by 
provocation and infult. It is, I think, about thirty-five years ago 
that the planters in the fouthern provinces of North America began 
to take into their ſerious conſideration, the ſtate of the Black popu- 
lation. The Aſſembly of South Carolina (at that time a Britith 
colony) led the way, and paſſed an act to prohibit the farther im- 
portation into that country of .Negroes from Africa—and what was 
the conſequence ? Sir, all that humanity or philanthropy, which 
is now ſo alert and active in this kingdom, was gone a journey, or 
was aſleep. The act no ſooner came home for the royal confidera- 
tion, than it was rejected and rejected, too, with fo high a hand, 
and ſo angry a tone, as if the Aſſembly had committed rebellion or 
treaſon. The Slave Trade was declared, not only beneficial, but 
abſolutely neceſſary to the exiſtence of the mother country; the 
Governor of South Carolina was ſeverely reprimanded for having 
conſented to the meaſure ; and circular inſtructions were actually 
diſpatched to the Governors of all the other colonies, to caution 
them againſt committing the very atrocious offence which had been 
committed in South Carolina ! 

A few years afterwards, however, (in 1765,) the Aﬀembly of 

Jamaica fell into a ſimilar error. 

Having ſuffered from a rebellion of the Gold-coaſt Negroes, and 
conceiving that ſelf-preſervation was the firſt law of nature, they 
ordered a bill to be brought into the Houſe for prohibiting the farther 
importation of all Slaves from Akin, Aſſiantee, and Fantee.— 
The bill was read twice, and would have paſſed into a law, but 
the Governor, taking the alarm, ſent for the promoters of the bill, 
and convinced them that he could not, conſiſtently with his inſtruc- 
tions, give his conſent to any ſuch meaſure ; and it was accordingly 
laid afide. In 1774 the ſubject was revived, and two different 
acts were paſſed by the Houſe of Aſſembly ; by the firſt of which, 
a duty of forty ſhillings, in addition to the former duties, was laid 
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upon every Negro imported into that iſland. This not being thought 
ſufficient to check the increaſing importation, the colony took the : 
alarm at too large an influx of aged Negroes ; and the Aſſembly, in 
the month of November, in the ſame year, paſſed another law, im- 
poling an additional tax of ſeven pounds more upon every Negro im- 
ported who ſhould have paſſed his thirtieth year. This act, Sir, 
coming home for the royal confirmation, was petitioned againſt by 
the merchants of Liverpool and Briſtol ; and a reference being had 
to the Board of Trade, the Board reported againſt the meaſure. His 
Majeſty, in council, rejected the act, in conſequence of the report of 
the Board of Trade, although the Agent of Jamaica preſented a re- 
monſtrance againſt the report, ſtating, that “ the large duties laid 
upon imported Negroes above thirty years of age, by the act of 
© November, were laid by the Houſe of Aſſembly, not for the | 
« purpoſe of raifing a revenue upon the trade of Great Britain, but 
« ſolely on the principle of ſclf-preſervation, and to put an end to 
« that enormous importation, particularly of old Negroes, which, at 
« that time, endangered the exiſtence of the colonies.” : 

Sir, I had the honour, at the requeſt of the agent of Jamaica, 
of being heard before the Lords Commiſſioners for trade and plan- 
tations, in ſupport of this bill; the Preſident of the Board was the 
Earl of Dartmouth, a nobleman of diſtinguiſhed humanity and 
piety ; and to thoſe qualities in the noble Lord I made my appeal. 
] urged, that ſlavery in its beſt ſtate, if at all neceſſary, was a ne- 
cefſary evil; but that it fell with dreadful aggravation cn the aged 
and infirm ; on men who were torn from their country and connec- e 
tions, when their habits of life were formed, and when all the ties © 108 
which render life deſirable had been ſtrengthened by time —huma- 60 5 
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nity, therefore, towards the poor captives, as well as the ſafety of 
the planters, called loudly for the confirmation of the meaſure. 
All theſe, and various other arguments, were urged in vain: 
* The bill,” ſaid their Lordſhips, © is intended to operate as a 
* Prohibition of the ſlave trade, to a certain extent; and we cans ii lk 
* not allow the colonies to check and diſcourage, in any degree, 1 | 
* a trathe ſo beneficial to the nation.” 

I hope, Sir, I have now ſatisfied the Houſe, that the Slave Trade 
is not only, both in its origin and continuance, a Britiſh concern 
altogether, but, alſo, that the preſent enormous extent to which it is 
ariſen is imputable ſolely to the rapacity and avarice of Britiſh-mer- 
chants, and the policy of this Government; and that the planters 
are no otherwiſe: culpable, than becoming buyers of what Britiſh ach 
of Parliament have declared to be fair and proper objects of ſl 
They have-never been engaged in the traffic themſelves; thor har 
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ſent no veſſels to Africa to purchaſe human beings from the Princes 
or Chiefs of that devoted country ; and when their Legiſlatures 
have attempted, (as they have frequently done) from motives of hu- 
manity or ſelf-prefervation, to lay reſtrictions on the importation, 
their endeavours have been defeated by orders from hence. What, 
then, remained for the Colonial Aſſemblies to do? All that the 
loudeſt advocates of humanity could have done, under fimilar cir- 
cumſtances, has actually been effected. Defeated in their efforts 
to regulate and diminiſh the trade, they proceeded to meliorate and 
improve the condition of the poor Negroes thus forced upon them, 
The Aſſembly of Jamaica led the way; and, in the year 1781, 
entered ſeriouſly on the reviſal and amendment of the ſyſtem or 
code of their Slave laws, reducing and conſolidating the whole into 
one act, and introducing many humane and excellent proviſions for 
rendering the condition of the Negroes much more ſecure and com- 
fortable than formerly. "Theſe proviſions have been enlarged and 
extended by ſubſequent laws ; the laſt of which is the conſolidated 
act of 1792. The example of Jamaica was followed, in 1788, 
by the Aſſembly of Dominica ; and the ſame generous emulation 
ſoon afterwards ſpread to Antigua and Grenada. In each of theſe 
iſlands very great, and beneficial modifications have taken place in 
the ſyſtem of their Slave Government. In Grenada eſpecially, a 
meaſure of peculiar efficacy has been adopted, by the appointment of 
guardians of the Slaves. Theſe are gentlemen annually elected, 
who take an oath that they will ſee the laws in favour of the Ne- 
groes duly enforced and executed. A regulation, nearly to the fame 
effect, was afterwards adopted in Jamaica, by the appointment of 
Councils of Protection in each pariſh. And here, Sir, I beg leave 
to relate a remarkable fact. Being deſirous, before I left Jamaica, 
of aſcertaining with preciſion what effe& this, and the other regula- 
tions, had produced in that iſland, I moved in the Houſe of Aſſem- 
bly for returns of all the trials of Slaves, with the convictions and 
puniſhments had thereon, for five years preceding. It was known 
that the iſland contained upwards of 240,000 ſlaves; yet, out of 
the whole number, it appeared that only fifty-two executions had 
taken place in all that time, or, at leaſt, in four years and nine 
months—a proof of ſuch lenity in the adminiſtration of criminal 
law, as, I believe, is ſeldom equalled in the freeſt nations of 
| 
Sir, theſe are the circumſtances which induce me to believe that 
the Colonial Aſſemblies will manifeſt the utmoſt attention and re- 
ſpe& to the wiſhes of Parliament, conveyed through His Majeſty's 
gracious recommendation. Their loyalty to their Sovereign, and 


[Commoxs, 


toni. 
a ne1 
plant 
now | 
and j 
tive, | 
deluſi 
provi 
tende. 

Vc 


AentL 6.] DEBA TES. 265 


their attachment to the mother country, arc eminently conſpicuous ; 
and the plan offered to their conſideration combats with no precon- 
ceived opinions — violates no rights — infringes on no man's property 
The means are left whoily to their own wiſdom and experience; 
In making great changes and reforms, it is the part of wiſe and 
good men to promote the public advantage with as little miſchief as 
poſſible to individuals. In the preſent cafe the Colonial Aſſemblies, 
from their fituation and local knowledge, and, like the hand-wri- 
ting againſt the wall, tells them no longer to delay it! On all theſe 
grounds, Sir, it is ſcarcely neceſſary to add, that I give my hearty 
atentto the motion before you. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid it would not be neccflary for him to 
take up the attention of the Houſe at length, as the topics had been 
ſo often diſcuffed, and every gentleman had had an W to 
acquire a knowledge of the fundamental pri ineiples of the ſubject. 
He tzerctore rather took it for granted, that the principles were ſelf- 
evident, than that they required to be proved: but he had the ſatis- 
faclion to know. that the principles had been recognized by Parlia- 
ment, and entered on its journals, thereby ſerving them as land- 
marks to guide them in their courſe ; and he had the additional ſa- 
tisfaction to know, that thoſe principles called ſur the complete fup- 
prcition of the trade. He had the fart}-r advantage of unanimity 
in the Houſe upon that neceſſity, becauſe there was no perſon 


who did not profeſs a concurreme in that opinion, though ſome dif- 


tered about the mode of carrying the object into execution, each 
party contending that his mode was the beſt. It was evident, there- 


fore, that the Slave Trade ought never to have begun, and ought 


now to ceaſe. Tre only queſtion was, at what time it ought to 


ccaſe? Towards that determination, the preſent motion appeared 
to have been brought forward: but here, it was much to be la- 
mented, there was not a total, immediate, partial, definite, or even 
3idual abolition afforded ; but Parliament was invited to acknow- 
lege collaterally, that it would | be contented to endure the con- 
tinuation of the traffic without knowing for how long it was ſanc- 
toning ſuch 2 meaſure. The motion did not even prevent creating 


a new trade, Formerly a certain interval was required for the 


planter to prepare himſelf againſt the events of the abolition, but 
now he was not tald that the planter was better prepared than then; 
and if he were not, there had been a large importation for four, 


five, or ſix years, which had done nothing, or the interval had been. 


2 


deluſive ; or if the planter had availed himſelf of the interval, and | 


povided a large ſtock by importation, perhaps it had had a contrary 
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not be guarded againſt by the preſent propoſal : on the contrary, 2 
regulation was propoſed without any definition. He wiſhed to con- 
ſider, therefore, how far in the preſent circumſtances any thing new 
was propoſed to induce the Houſe to adopt the preſent motion as a 
ſubſtitute for abolition. The firſt thing ſtated in ſupport of it was, 
that it enforced proviſions for increaſing population in the iſlands, 
and would eventually thereby increaſe the labour and the cultiva- 
tion of them. Now many years ago it was proved that the popu. 
lation of Negroes in the iſſands was ſufficient for their labour and 
their cultivation, except in the new ſettlements ; and, conſequently, 
unleſs the planters formed new ſettlements, the population muſt by 
this time, or at fartheſt will be ſpeedily and wholly effectual. It 
would be impoſſible to carry internal regulations into effe& while 
the importation continued, and ſo far the motion would be nuga- 
tory; and as a friend to regulation ought to be the friend of aboli- 
tion, he thought, inſtead of an evaſive ſubſtitute like this, a total 
abolition ſhould be quickly made. Upon a general view, he did 
not diſcover mueh novelty in the diſcuſſion. One honourable gen- 
tleman, indeed, (Mr. Bryan Edwards) had contended, that notwith- 
ſtending a totol abolition ſhould be decreed by Great Britain, a 
contraband trade would ſtill ſubſiſt in the colonies, and urged that 
as an argument againſt it. But the ſame ſort of argument would 
apply to the revenue, becauſe ſmuggling cannot be totally ſuppreſſed, 
which was a mode of: reaſoning never vet adopted. He obſerved 
nothing in the motion towards freeing this country from the guilt, or 
Africa from the horror. The honourable gentleman had pointed 
out ſome of the ſtatutes of the colonics, which had not been alluded 
to in the courſe of the preſent debate as bad ones, and compared 
them with reproachable ſtatutes which till remained a dead letter 
upon our ſtatute book. But to what did this tend, except to ſhew 
that there was not enough done in either caſe, and that more for the 
ſecurity of the happineſs of the people in both countries ought to be 
ſpeedily effected. The abolition, therefore, ſhould take place, be- 
cauſe the abolition did not go to aboliſh a bad law which remained 
a dead letter on a ſtatute book, but it went to aboliſh a cruel and 
abominable practice, for the repreſentation of which every reproach- 
ful epithet was inadequate. There were two topics he had to notice. 
One was the information the Houſe had received, that inſtructions 
had been ſent out from this country to the Governors of the colonies 
abroad not to ſuffer an abolition; in regard to which he had only 
to obſerve, that ſince it was by our laws the traffic was inftituted, 
and by our ſhips and under our protection it was carried on, it was 
by ourſelves, and ourſelves only, it ſhould be ſuppreſſed. The 
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other point was partly new, growing from the war; he meant the 
preſent ſituation, of the iſlands, whereby it was ſaid the minds of 
the Negroes had been lately familiarized to new ſcenes of horror. 
He heard this with a hope that the planters were deſirous to ſtop 
the contagion, and the inference which he drew was, not that the 
planter might endeavour to diminith the diſtreſſes of the Slaves, in 
order to render them more faithful and obedient, but that he ſhould 
totally aboliſh the trade, in order to avoid the accumulation of force, 
and the occurrence of ſuch events as he might for ever have reaſon 
to deplore. Upon theſe grounds he decidedly objected to the mo- 
tion, becauſe he conſidered it to be only a ſubſtitute for an abolition, 
which, in his opinion, was conſiſtent only with the honour of this 
country, or the ſafety of the iſlands. 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſupported the motion ; and contended, 
that if there was an evil, however flagrant, which had ſubſiſted long 
in any country, that evil ought not to be removed at once, nor with- 
out due conſideration of the means of effecting it. He approved 
of the motion, as the moſt temperate and judieious mode of effect- 
ing a deſirable end. 3 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH oppoſed the motion, and urged the 
neceſſity of an immediate abolition of the trade. He ſpoke for a 
confiderable time, expreſſing himſelf with great ſeverity againſt the 
planters, and reading long extracts from the evidence which had 
deen given in former Parliaments before the Houſe of Commons. 
He quoted Mr. Edwards's hiſtory of the Weſt Indies, to prove that 
ſlavery corrupted the morals, and debaſed the minds of the Negroes. 
He rejected all evidence in favour of the planters, as being in ge- 
neral given by intereſted men. He derided the argument of ex- 
pediency, and declared, that no ſyſtem of commercial policy ſhould 
be allowed to exiſt for a moment, which was repugnant to moral 
duty. He aſked, whether a praQice of ſupplying the planters with 
human heads, ſuppoſing them to be held neceſſary, inſtead of live 
men, could deſerve any delicacy as to the means of aboliſhing it ? 
He admitted this was an extreme caſe ; but he did not know that 
we ſhould be much more guilty in ſelling dead bodies, than in ſel- 
ling thoſe from which life was ſoon to be expelled by ſeverity and 
hardſhip. The ſcheme of ſending more female Slaves to the iſlands, 
as a means of increaſing the ſtoek, Mr. Smith ſpoke of with the 
utmoſt horror. Would the Houſe fix a premium on the enſlavi 


of thoſe who were the leaſt able to reſiſt injuſtice, and the leaſt 


pable of enduring it? Would they promote the ſeizure of more 
Wives from their huſbands, mere daughters from their fathers ? 
As to the colonial laws, it would ſerve us in a judgement 
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of them to recollect, that in Barbadoes, not many years fince, the 
penalty on a maſter who ſhould kill his Slave, wich circumſtances 
of cruelty, was 151. ; and, for ought he knew, this law was till in 
exiſtence; for he had twice moved for copies of any laws paſſed ſub- 
ſequently on the ſubject, and none had been produced. Mr. Smith 
concluded by declaring, that a total abolition was the only re- 
medy for the dreadful evils, which the traders themſelves had at 
length ſeen a ' neceſſity for acknowledging ; and he infiftct! that 
the Parliament of Great Britain was alone competent to the 
meaſure. | : 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG in reyly to Mr. Smith, obſerved, 
that the honourable gentleman had taken up much of the time cf. 
the Houſe in comments on the volumiagus evidence and papers of 
every deſcription which had heaped the table for eight vears paſt. 
He ſhould not follow him in this, nor ſhould he follow him in the 
zcrimony with which he had argied the ſabject. Indeed he had a 
NE example of moderation before him in the ſpecch of his ſio- 

durable friend who had moved the queſtion of this night; and 
looking to that example, to which he felt himſelf unequal to do juſ- 
tice, in eloquence and clear argument, he hoyed yet to follow it in 
the candour with which it was urzed. He congratulated the Houſe 
on the diſplay of ſuch abilities as Mr. Ellis had ſhewn, [a great cry 
of hear, n hoped his honourable friend would now be encou- 
raged to take a frequent ſhare in future parliamentary dig uſſions, 
to which he was fo juſtly and open'y cncouraged by the app 
with which he had been heard that night. 

Obſerving that the laſt ſpeaker had arrogated to himſeif a right of 
cenſuring the Legiſlatures of the iſlands in nel, und particularly 
had condemned the conſolidated act of Jamaica; ſtating, that, in 
that act, che only attention to the Slaves was the giving a bounty 
to the Negro who brought in, or, as he expreſſed it, betrayed, a 
run- away Negro; he muſt aſk, did the honourable gentleman forget 
the bounty and the indulgencies given by the act to mothers of fa- 
milies ? or had he ever read the act? The honourable gentle- 
man had painted the horrors of ! inciting brother to betray brother, 
and parent to ſend a ſon to puniſhment, under the profier of a re- 
ward! Was ſuch an argument to be borne with patience, addrefled 
to ſuch an auditory ? Did the honourable gentleman not know, 
that, in this free country, when a poor pariſhioner fled from his wife 
and children, a reward was frequently advertiſed by overſeers, and 


which might eventually be given to a brother informing againſt 4 


brother? Was not this the cafe on deſertion from every regiment ? 
Why, and on what motive, vas this fact flurred over at home, and 


ſervility, and adulation. - 
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a caſe brought forward to aggravate miſapprehenſions of what paſſed 
abroad! ? | 5 

His honourable friend, (Mr. Bryan "Edwands) had quoted an 


T 


old ad from the Inalih fn ite book, that directed a vagrant beg- 
gar to be ſeized and made a Slave of, and even directed ignomi- 
nious brands and mutilation : this was objected as irrelevant. It 
was no ſuch thing; it, was by analogy, 
looking to the practice of ſociety in both countries; it implied, that 
you were not ty judge of the conduct of men from the dead letter of 
the law ; that you ſhould no more eſtimate the manners of your 
fellou-ſubjects in the colonies, from the act of Barbadoes, (unleſs 
inſtances could be brought of its application,) than the manners of 
vour fellow ſubje&s at home from the ſeverities enacted by the act 
of King Edward. Get the beſt information, and decide the cha- 
mer of a people, by their manners, not by laws; obſolete in them- 
ſelves ; and, as obſolete, no longer theirs. The laws, indeed, re- 
mf in the ſtatute book; but they no longer delineate the tem- 
per of the people. 

It was ſtated, that ſlavery bred flaviſh principles; fraud, deceit, 


was carried to the extreme : but, in a voyage, which, for the firſt 
time of his life, he had made to the Weſt Indies in 1771, looking 
with an anxious eye to the condition of the Negroes, he found that, 
ſpeaking generally, ſlavery was not, and could not be carried to ſuch 
an extreme; that the many could not be controuled by the few, for 
any length of time, but by juſt and temperate conduct in the exer- 
ciſe of power. The terms ſlavery and freedom, were not to be 
urged but with great qualification, by thoſe experienced in hiſtory, 
and in pracgice too. Converſant as he was in a ſubject, which, for 
years, had engaged his attention, he meant the condition of the poor 
of this free country, he could not call them free, under the work- * 
houſe eſtabliſhments ; ; it was a tender ſubject, and he would not 
dwell upon it; but the property of a Negro, and his perſon too, he 
would ſay, were generally as ſecure in the Weſt Indies, as thoſe of 
the paupers in this or any country in Europe; and with the 
name of flavery, they enjoyed as much freedom. But while ſlavery 
and flaviſh principles are thus charged on the coloniſts, where is the 
feeling for educated Engliſhmen ? Look to the means ſuggeſted for 
fret abolition of the Slave Trade, by a propoſed act of this .country, 
in the laſt ſeſſion of the loft Parliament. After ſeven years conſi- 
deration of the beſt means of abolition, what were the means then 
deviſed ? They were ſuch, as he muſt follow his reſpected friend 
(Mr. Edwards) in deelaring, that he ſhould have felt himſelf 


a fair ground of inference, - 


He felt the theory to be juſt, if ſlavery | 
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bounden to have oppoſed with his life. Much as loyalty was at his 
heart, he dared not call himſelf an Engliſhman, without ſubſcribing 
to this declaration. Thoſe Whigs, thoſe Reformers, thoſe F riends 
of Liberty who deviſed the Slave Bill of laſt year, would have (a. 
erificed every principle of freedom, and of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
They would have annihilated the Habeas-corpus act; have taken 
away all liberty of the ſubject, if unhappily he was a Weſt-Indian 
ſubject; and at the ſome time, haughtily trampled on all the pri. 
vileges and rights of the Legiſlatures of the colonies ; ſacred as the 
rights of this Houſe within the pale of the Britiſh empire. Did the 
honourable gentleman ſo eſtimate the coloniſts, as to ſuppoſe they 
would bo eaſily ſubdued to ſlaviſh principles, in thus enacting their 
flavery? and that haughty command on the part of this country would 
ſuddenly, on their part, produce ſervile acquicſcence ? He denied 
the inference ; and believed the denial would be general, explicit, 
and not very ſafe to try. He would now truſt in a point or two 
urged by his honourable friend, (Mr. Wilberforce) the great pro- 
moter of abolition in this Houſe. He had talked of Parliament be- 
ing pledged to the direct meaſure of abolition : ſurely his honour- 
able friend too well knew the Conſtitution of Parliament to perſiſt in 
ſuch" reaſoning ; he could not remark even in private bills, all the 
delays and ſucceſſive reviſions —and all the hiſtory of ſucceſſive 
queſtions on public bills and the viciſſitude of debate, and not 
feel that he was pleading againſt the firſt principles of deliberative 
wiſdom, which the beſt and wiſeſt men of ſucceſſive generations in 
this country had deviſed and accumulated for our rule of Parlia- 
ment : in the preſent caſe it might be urged that, after an adjourned 
debate on the ſecond day, at a very late hour, after the fulleſt conſi- 
deration of the ſubject, it was decided in April 1791, againſt an 
abolition of the Slave Trade by the Parliament of this country, by 


a majority of no leſs than 75. He was ſorry to find, that after ſo 
many opportunities of informing himſelf, his honourable friend 
ſhould again reſume, what he thought, an exploded topic. He 


was ſorry to hear him again, in compliment to leading proprietors, 
in the Weſt Indies, reſiding in this country, and eſpecially to Mem- 
bers of this Houſe, ſay that he excepted them: but that they 
knew not, or eſtimated not, the conduct of overſeers and low peo. 
ple who managed their eſtates, and cruelly uſed their Negroes. 


He would tell his honourable friend, that the obſervation was ſo 


er parte and erroneous, that on any other queſtion it would ſcarcely 
deſerve an anſwer. The fact is, that the overſeers on eſtates in 
the Weſt Indies are very ſubordinate perſons ; the manager con- 
trouty: them. The attornies, or friends of the proprietors, controul 
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under his authority, and manage; and what would ſurpriſe the 
gentleman whom he firſt replied to, and who builds all on ſelf. in- 
tereſt, as the only criterion for appreciating evidence in the Wind- 
ward Iflands, ſuch attornies act in many, and, he believes, in 
moſt caſes, without any conſideration but that of mutual friendſhip. 
Sir William then obſerved, that the great points at iflue in the 
queſtion of abolition, had wholly been flurred over by the opponents 
to the motion, namely, expediency and practicability. An honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Smith) would not allow the argument of expe- 
diency in a moral queſtion : if the honourable gentleman meant to 
ſet up as a teacher, he ſhould go to ſchool for his ethics. As for his 
politics, the ſchool of Chriſtian morality, or any morality, never 
told him to force men, but to induce them; never to drive, but to 
guide to the right way ; and to do this, the juſt and true moraliſt 
will temporize with the weakneſſes of his fellow creatures, though 
he will be no partner in their frailties, much leſs in their crimes or 
their vices. He will work by degrees, becauſe his benevolence fo 
tends, his wiſdom ſo directs, and his object can only be ſo obtained. 
Were the queſtion of practicability at iſſue, for the uſe of thoſe not 
accuſtomed to conſider the ſubject in that point of view, he would 
ſo far expatiate on the evidence of governors and naval officers, as, 
in geographical detail, to obſerve, that in the Weſt Indies the trade- 
winds blew conſtantly from Eaſt to Weſt—that, generally ſpeaking, 
the ſhipping firſt reſorted in each iſland to ports to the leeward, 
and, in conſequence, that in the firſt ſettlement, the towns were built 
on fuch parts of the coaſts as were beſt ſuited to mercantile inter- 
courſe with the ſhipping ; that the cuſtom-houſes were built on like 
principles of convenience and contiguity, and that neither cuſtom- 
houſe officers could perpetually look out to windward, nor cuſtom- 
houſe boats conſtantly keep a ſtation there, and thus, that Negroes 
might be clandeſtinely imported to windward in each iſland, if the 
inhabitants were ſo agreed. In ordinary articles of convenience or 
commerce, the ſecurity of the cuſtoms claimed the attention of the 
Colonial Magiſtrates—but in this caſe, could much be expected 
from them ?—their private characters vilified—their public rights, 
3 Members of the Colonial Aſſemblies, broken as playthings by , 
their mother country—could they acquieſce in ſuch deſpotiſm ? 
No; be affured not. Look, then, to the alternative preſerve the 
juſt and conſtitutional exerciſe of their private, magiſterial, and 
legiſlative rights and powers, and confidently truſt to their purſu- 
ing the object you point out to them. You have an earneſt of the 
tonourable conduct you have to expect from them in the general 
conduct of Weſt Indians elected to this Houſe, who now come 
| 1 
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forward of their own free motion, to ſecond the beſt views of hy. 
manity, in the only proper and feaſible way. His honourable 
friend had ſo well ſtated this part of the ſubje&, and, indeed, every 
other, at the opening ſpeech of this debate, that he had little to add. 
He would, therefore, conclude, in calling the Houſe to look for an 
earneſt of humane conſideration from the Weſt Indies. In looking to 
the words of the preſent motion, to the temper, to the candour, to 
the carneſtneſs on every topic of benevolence which the honourable 
mover had ſhewn, and obſerving, that no gentleman had a larger 
tract of land unculiivated, and which his own motion went to prevent 
the cultivation of; he hoped the Houſe would be induced to en— 
tertain a juſt confidence in the Weſt- Indian character, of which 
they had ſo good a ſample before them for himſelf, he had argued 
the queſtion earneſtly, as being of the utmoſt moment; for lic felt 
that the point at iſſue involved many great and important conſider. 
tions, as whether the Weſt-India Iflands were to enjoy an efficient 
Legiſlature, and whether repeated diſcuſhons were, as menaced, to 
take place in the Britiſh Parliament; all which muſt ultimately 
tend to excite revolt among the Negroes, and alienate every deſciip- 
tion of people in your colonies. On every principle of humanity 
to the Negroes ; on every principle of regard to the peace and fatty 
of the colonies in particular, and of the empire in pzneral ; he was, 
on theſe accounts, for transferring the ſubject from idle or mil. 
chievous debate in this Houſe, to where it could be argued with 
utility, with knowledge and experience, and be given its full effec 
without danger, and where each ſtage of progreſs would be 2n 
actual attainment of benevolent purpoſes, in the amended morais 
and ſocial happineſs of the Negroes, tending to the natural in- 
creaſe of thoſe people, and rendering the trade to Africa, from 
year to year, leſs neceſſary, until it ſhould finally ceaſe, and expire 
without a ſtruggle. f 

Lord CARYSFORT ſpoke againſt the Slave Trade and the 
motion, and expreſſed his deſire for a total abolition. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS, in anſwer to his honourable friend, 
thought he would act badly if he did not countenance the motion. 
Without the conſent of the Colonial Aſſemblies, he conſidered any 
attempt at abolition to be idle and nugatory. He found himſelf 
brought into a ſatisfactory predicament by the motion, inaſmuch as 
it afforded him an opportunity to agree to a final abolition through 
the medium of a prudent and preliminary regulation. He con- 
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ceived: the Legiſlature of this country might reſtrain a ſkip from * 


failing to the coaſt of Africa for Slaves or elſewhere ; from Liver- 
pool, becauſe Liverpool was a part of the country belonging to that 
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Legiſlature 3 but he did not think the Legiſlature of Great Britain 
could exerciſe that authority at Jamaica, without making a breach in 
the colonial connection. Jamaica had often applied in former times 
fr a regulation of the Slave Trade to this country, and had been re- 
fuſed ; and, therefore, if this country now was wiſer, and deemed 
an abolition neceſſary, it ought to allow that the colonies might be 
wiſer alſo, and more able to judge of the propriety of ſuch a mea- 
ſure. The motion appeared to him to be a wiſe and ſalutary regu- 
lation, and, as ſuch, it received his hearty approbation. 


Mr. DUDLEY RYDER faid, that his honourable friend, in 


the reſolutions he moved in the year 1792, had been of opinion 
that this country could not only prevent the colonies from carrying 
on the trade, but prevent ſhips of other powers from approaching 
within a certain diſtance of the iſlands. Mr. Ryder quoted the re- 
ſolutions to prove this aſſertion. He was for an immediate and 
total abolition. He moved an amendment to the motion, to leave 
out the words, * gradually to diminiſh, and ultimately to aboliſh,” 
becauſe this was infinuating that this propoſition was to be a ſubſti- 
tute for the other, and therefore he could not agree to it. He added, 
that there were other words which he wiſhed to be left out, but 
even in this ſtate he could not vote for the motion. 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, that ſuch relations in ſociety as thoſe of 
Maſter and Slave, ſhould not be ſuffered to exiſt. He thought, 
however, that by gradual meaſures the Houſe would attain their 


object ſooner and more effectually. He faw no reaſon to diſtruſt 


the planters, or to conſider their preſent offers as illuſory. 

The amendment being negatived without a diviſion, the ori- 

anal motion was put : | 
Ayes, 99 ; Noes, 63. Majority, 36. 

Lord Viſcount STOPFORD reported to the Houſe, That their 
adreſs of Thurſday laſt (requeſting that His Majeſty will be gra- 
ouſly pleaſed to give directions to the Governors of His Majeſty's 
lantations in the Weſt Indies, to recommend to the reſpective 
Councils and Aſſemblies of the ſaid Plantations, to adopt ſuch 


meaſures as ſhall appear to them beſt calculated to obviate the | 


auſes which have hitherto impeded the natural increaſe of the 
Negroes already in the iſlands, gradually to diminiſh the neceſſity 


the Slave Trade, and ultimately to lead to its complete termij- 


nation; and particularly with a view to the ſame effect, to employ 
ſuch means as may conduce to the moral and religious improve- 
ment of the Negroes, and ſecure to them, throughout all the Britiſh 


Weſt-India Iflands, the certain, immediate, and active, pruteQion * 
the aw ; and at the ſame time aſſuring His Majeffy, that this 
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Houſe will concur in ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear requiſite to be 
taken by this Houſe for the attainment of the ſame object) had 
been preſented to His Majeſty ; and that His Majeſty had com- 
manded him to acquaint this Houſe, that he will give directions az 
defired by the ſaid addreſs. 


Friday, 7th April. 


Mr. RYDER preſented a clauſe, that no barlev, oats, &c. en- 
tered for exportation, ſhould, after the paſling of the bill, be entitled 
to any bounty before the 5th of February, 1798. 

Mr. RASHLEIGH faid, he was againſt the exportation of bar. 
ley at all. 

Mr. COKE ſpoke in favour of permitting the exportation of it, 

Mr. WHIT BREAD obſerved, that the honourable gentleman 
had calculated from the low price of barley in Norfolk, where it 
was only 14s. a quarter, but in other countics it was at 198, 
and in London at 28s. Every gentleman mult feel that the 
average price of corn ſhould be kept as low as poſſible ; for if the 
price of one kind of grain roſe, that of all others would riſe alſo. 
Wheat nad riſen in price already, ſince the preſent bill began to be 
debated in that Houſe. He would therefore ſupport the. clauſe. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE was in favour of the clauſe. | 

Mr. BRANDLING thought that exportation ſhould be pro- 
hibited altogether. 

The clauſe was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITBREAD propoſed, as an amendment to the bil, 
that barley ſhould be left out of it altogether. | 

Mr. YORKE ſpoke againſt this amendment, as having no ctler 
object than that of the private intereſt of brewers. 

Mr. WHITBREAD replied, that the trade of brewing had 
failed very much of late years; and if the manufaQory of porter 
ſhould be deſtroyed, in conſequence of the dearneſs of grain, the 
moſt ſerious conſequences might ariſe from ſuch an event. 

Mr. COKE was againſt the amendment. 

Mr. HUSSEY and Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL were 
againſt the exportation of grain. ; : 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that if barley was not comprehended in the bill, 
the bill would be good for nothing at all, and upon that ground he 
ſhould oppoſe the amendment. But he thought it would be better, 
in conſequence of the contrariety of opinions concerning it, that the 
farther conſideration of the bill be put off for a few weeks long*!, 
as there ſeemed to be no preſſure which required it to be paſſed 
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immediately. He denied that there was any ſuch thing as a diſ- 
tint intereſt between the farming and mercantile part of the 
country. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, there was no other queſtion to be 
determined at the preſent moment, concerning the ſubject before the 
Houſe ; but whether the permanent and eſtabliſhed ſyſtem that had 
hitherto becn acted upon with reſpect to the Corn Laws, ſhould be 
then adopted? Whether that ſyſtem was the beſt or not, could form 
no part of the diſcuſſion on that day; becauſe the formation of a 
new ſyſtem muſt be a work of conſiderable time and great delibera- 
tion. He ſhould think, therefore, that, in the firſt inſtance, the 
Houſe ought to return to the old permanent ſyſtem ; but at the ſame 
time he did not conceive ſuch a meaſure fo urgent, that a delay of a 
few wecks could be a matter of any conſequence either to the 
pubic, or the parties intereſted in the bill; and as there appeared 
to be ſuch a variety of opinions, and ſo many doubts concerning 
many parts of it, he certainly thought it would be better to poſt- 
pone, than to preſs the decidon of it. He would therefore move, 
that the preſent debate be adjourned to that day fix weeks. 

Mr. WHIT BREAD perfitted in his amendment. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, that if the bill did not 
then paſs, a great deal of land that had been laid out for barley 
would have none ſowed im it. | 

The Houſe then divided : For the amendment, 58 ; for poſt- 
poning the bill for ſix weeks, 118. Majority, 60. 

The order of the day for the farther conſideration of the Bank 
bill being read, 

Mr. FOX roſe to propoſe the clauſe he had formerly mentioned, 
which was to enable the Bank to pay in caſh ſuch part and pro- 
portions as they ſhould think proper before the expiration of the 
act, upon their giving three days notice to the Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons of their intention, which intimation was to 
be publiſhed in the London Gazette, and ſtuck up at the Royal 
Exchange. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the clauſe, in its preſent ſhape, 


went to impoſe a ſevere hardſhip upon the Bank. He was in- 
clined to amend the clauſe by adding, that ſuch payments ſhould be 
made only out of ſuch caſh as had come into the Bank fince the 
26th of February, and at their diſpoſal. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE was againſt the clauſe, becauſe he thought it 


might have the effect to delude the country. The Finance- Miniſter 


of the Country had ſeized on the cheſt of the Bank ; public credit 
had reccived ſo deep a wound that it would not ſoon recover. He 
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thought there was no proſpe& of the Bank baginning to pay in 
- caſh before the expiration of the bill, if ever they could pay in caſh 
again at all. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he ſhould not agree to the clauſe, 
unleſs the amendment was adopted ; and, even then, he was not 
ſanguine in his hopes of its ſucceſs. The object, or, at leaſt, the 
effect of it, would be, to throw an unfair burden upon the Bank; 

and it would be uſed as an argument to prove their inability to pay. 
Beſides, it appeared to him rather extraordinary, to bring in a clauſe 
to alter the whole effect of the bill upon the third reading. 

Mr. HUSSEY thouglit it would give the Bank an opportunity 
of making partial payments. 


The Houſe then divided upon the amendment: For it, 103; t 
Againſt it, 31. Majority, 7 2. p 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY. Mr. Speaker, I gave notice ti 
that it was my intention 'to move an amendment at the third read- a 
ing of this bill, by leaving out the words twenty-fourth of June,” 
for the purpoſe of introducing the words © fixth of May.” The ſt 
object of the amendment is to ſhorten the time during which the or 
Bank of England ſhall be reſtrained from iſſuing caſh, in the pay- d 
ment of its notes and other debts. 1 objected, when the bill was hi 
in its progreſs, to the length of time which the right honourable ge 
gentleman over againſt me propoſed for the termination of that re- w. 
ſtraint, and I then propoſed, that it ſhould be limited to one month: ca 
the Committee was of a different opinion, and, upon a diviſion, the in 


blank was filled up with the words © twenty-fourth of June.” This 
meaſure ſeemed to me ſo important, that · I conceived it to be my 
duty to the public to undertake to bring it again under the conlidera- 
tion of the Houſe in another ſtage of the bill. 

The Houſe will do me the juſtice to acknowledge, that I very 
ſeldom intrude myſelf upon your attention: and never, unleſs | 
think the matter is of real importance. My objection to the length 
of time allowed by the bill, as it now ſtands, is not only that I am 
convinced that the time allowed, or, indeed, a much longer time, 
if that were intended, would not enable the Bank to pay the de- 
mands upon it in caſh, as formerly, but becauſe our ſituation has 
become of ſo perilous a nature, that we ought, on no account, to 
delay a moment longer than is abſolutely neceſſary, to take the molt 
effectual and the moſt infallible means of placing this country upon 
its former high and lefty footing of national credit. I ventured to 
ſtate, very early in the progreſs of this bill, that we might attain that 
end in a month from that time; and I am ſtill of opinion, that, if 
proper meaſures had been adopted, it might have been done. Tbe 
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nation, I am certain, will hereafter be convinced that my idea was 
juſt ; and I heartily wiſh that the ſerious calamities which await us, 
and are already begun to be felt, may, , by adopting ſpeedily a wiſe 
conduct, be in ſome degree averted. 

When I ſtated to the Houſe, that national and commercial credit 
might be re-eſtabliſhed in a month, I did not then know that the 
blank in the bill was intended to be filled up with fo diſtant a date 
as the 24th of June. | had the leſs reaſon to ſuppoſe that it would, 
as there was a clauſe, at the end of the bill, reſerving a power to re- 
peal, alter, or vary the act, during the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, 
which made it unneceſſary to give too long a time at firſt, ſnce, by 
means of that power reſerved, the time might be enlarged, if found 
to be neceſſary ; but it ſeemed to me that the time could not with 
propriety be ſhortened, after having given to the Bank an expecta- 
tion, that it would not be called upon for caſh till the expiration of 
a longer period. 

It was flattering, I confeſs, to me, that the Houſe at that time 
ſhewed a degree of impatience to know what remedy had occurred 
on ſo intereſting a ſubject; and I am grateful for that degree of in- 
dulgence which theſe marks of impatience implied. I did not, 
however, impute it ſo much to any expectations from me, as to the 
general ſenſation which every one felt of the dangerous fituation in 
which the country was placed, by the ſudden ſtop of payments in 
caſh by the Bank, and it was therefore natural that every glimmer- 
ing of hope ſhould be eagerly graſped at. 

It was preſſed, at a ſecond debate, to explain myfelf ; and I then 
propoſed, that the filling up the blank ſhould be poſtponed for a few 
days, in hopes, that what I meant to ſtate might be a ground for 
filling up the blank with a very ſhort time, and the Houſe ſeemed 
not unwilling to agree to that ſhort delay ; but a motion having 
been made concerning the time to be inſerted in the blank, and an 
amendment for a ſhorter time propoſed, a diviſion took place, and 
the words „ twenty-fourth of June” were carried by a majority. 
| had an opportunity, however, of ſo far giving an idea at that 
time, of the principle feature of my plan, by aſking whether there 
was, in the records of hiſtory, any inſtance where a monopoly had 
ever conducted its affairs well; and I added, that I did not com- 
plain of the Bank, or of its Directors, becauſe it was in the na- 
ture of man that a monopoly muſt neceſſarily be ill conducted. 

The blank being thus filled up, the moment for explaining my 
ideas was no longer preſſing; and as hopes were given to the 
Houſe, that the Secret Committee, on the cauſes which occaſioned 
the fatal Minute of Council, would very ſoon bring down their 
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Report, it appeared to me that the facts, which muſt be ſtated in 
that Report, would give great light to the Houſe, and would enable 
it the better to judge of any propofitions which might be ſuggeſted 
as a remedy againſt the conſequences of the late alarming event: I 
therefore determined to delay the matter till atter that Report ſhout] 
be printed; but, having declared that I made no ſecret of my 
ideas, I have had the advantage fince that time of diſcuſſing the 
ſubject with many different perſons, and I have no reaſon to think 
that their opinions are very different from my own. 

I think it, however, neceſſary to move an amendment as to the 
period for paying caſh at the Bank, in this laſt ſtage of the bill, and 


before it ſhall paſs this Houſe, that whether I ſucceed in this mo- 


tion or not, the Houſe may have an opportunity of again conſidering 
the great magnanitude and importance of the queſtion, and that J 
may take this occaſion of removing ſome erroneous ideas, which ! 
find have been entertained, concerning the nature of my intended 
propoſition ; in hopes, that by now removing theſe miſtakes, it 
may be heard with leſs prejudice when it comes fairly under diſ. 
, cuſſion, accompanied with the Report from the Secret Committee. 

The object which all of us muſt have molt anxiouily in view, is 
the reſtoration of credit as ſpeedily as poſſible ; but there is another 
object of not leſs magnitude and importance, which we ought alſo 
to have in view, the putting an end to all poſſible riſk of a ſimilar 
misfortune in future. Security for the future ought, I think, to 
attraQ the attention, even more powerfully than immediate relict 
from an cxiſting temporary cvil. Upon this principle it is, that we 
perliſt in the preſent war, notwithſtanding the various preſſures 
which it continues to occaſion. If our aim were merely conguel!, 
the nation would not ſubmit to the unavoidable burdens it mult 
bear; but our object is ſecurity for the future; to attain which, it 
is wiſe to endure almoſt any degree of temporary hardſhip. 

The ideas, however, which I ſhall have the honour to ſubmit'to 
the Houſe, have not only in view our future ſecurity, but have alto 
the advantage of affording, I believe, the beſt and moſt immediate 
remedy for the exiſting evil, and, in my opinion, that remedy mult 
chiefly ariſe from the putting an end to the monopoly of the Bank 
of England. | ; 

I know there are many prejudices in the public mind with regard 
to this ſubject; but I am never afraid of ſuch prejudices, if the 
meaſure be in itſelf right, and has been duly confidered. I know 
that the people of this country will always liſten to reaſort, and are 
capable of underſtanding it, when proper pains are taken to place 
things in their proper light. Whether this excellent and diſtin- 
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im 
guiſhing quality of our countrymen be owing to the nature of our 116 
free government, and the liberty of the preſs, which gives every 1 i 1 
man an intereſt to judge, and alſo the means of judging of public 1 
affairs; or whether it proceeds from that natural good ſenſe, and Wl | 1 


that candour and ſound judgement, which our people are admitted to 
poſſeſs, I know not; but J have never entertained any apprehen- 
fion, trom any prejudices which the people of England may have 
taken up, whether of recent or of long Randing, becauſe I have al- 
ways ſeen that they give way in time, to truth and reafon, when pro- 
| perly explained. 

| The prejudices in favour of the preſent Bank have proceeded, _ 
0 from the long habit of conſidering it, as a fort of pillar, which no- 
q thing could ſhake, Its antiquity alone has had a great effect, and 
[ thc impoſing myſtery which has hithcrto been obſerved in the conduct 
| of its affairs, has, as uſual, created an awe and veneration, which 
d the human mind muſt, for a time, have ſome difficulty to over- 


it eome. | | 
. But the late events, have, in a great meaſure, diſpelled this 
charm ; the Bank of England has been obliged to diſcloſe the ſtate 
i5 of its affairs, the veil is drawn up, and we ſee nothing of that 
er fincied magnificence, which, till now, made a wonderful impreſſion. 
10 t can never again, I believe, aſſume the ſame place in the imagi- 
at nation of the public. 
to The prejudices in favour of the Bank, are, however, upheld by 
ict another very powerful cauſe. The Bank has been ſupported, and 
We is fil! ſupported, by the fear and terror which, by means of its 
res monopoly, it has had the power to inſpire. It is well known, "4 
ſt, that there is hardly an extenſive trader, a manufacturer, or a banker, NR 
ult either in London, or at a diſtance from it, to whom the Bank could 4 
it not do a ſerious injury, and could often bring on even inſolveney. 4 
This may be caſily underſtood, by attending to the manner of car- | 
to tying on buſineſs at the Bank, It is the practice of all traders to : 
lf receive Bills of Exchange from their correſpondents, uſually pavable 45 
tate at two months, or at ſhorter periods: when they have occaſion for fa 
zuſt caſh they offer theſe bills to the Bank, to be diſcounted, and receive uh 
ank bank notes for the amount, deduQing the intereſt. Theſe bank 1 
notes have hitherto been held as the ſame thing as caſh. If the 9 
zard Bank, from any motive, ſhould refuſe to diſcount the bills preſented r 
the by any trader, the refuſal, in the firſt place, brings his ei edit into 8 
now queſtion; and though, on ſuch occaſions, he may often get his bills " yl 
| are diſcountes by the bankers or monied men, yet this is not always the 1 1 
lace ale; and in times when money is particularly valuable, diſcounts 11 1 
iſtin- are hardly any where to be obtained, except from the Bank. | 
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This caſe applies chiefly to the traders in London; but the Lon- 
don Bankers themſelves are in no better fituation, for the buſineſs of 
moſt of them is connected with their country correſpondents, who 
ſend up bills, payable at the uſual time, and then draw upon the 
bankers, who cannot, with ſafety, accept ſuch bills to any great ex- 
tent, unleſs they are ſure of being able to get their correſpondents” 
bills diſcounted at the Bank to anſwer the acceptances deſired. The 
Bank, by refuſing fuch diſcounts, or even leſſening the uſual quan- 
tity of diſcount, can immediately oblige the banker to reſtrain his 
country correſpondents from drawing upon him ; by which the 
banker's profits are diminiſhed,, and his country ne are 
embarraſſed ; which muſt alſo immediately affect all thoſe with 
whom the country correſpondents are connected. 

By the fame means the Bank has the power of injuring every 
country bank in the kingdom : for the country banks, in order to 
give currency to their notes, are obliged to pay caſh on demand, or 
give bills on London? which bills in the country are for the moſt 
part preferred to caſh ; becauſe remittances are continually making 
to London from all parts of the kingdom. Every country bank 
muſt, therefore, have a correſpondent banker in London, on whom 
he can draw, when neceſſary, and to whom he ſends all bills on 
London, which the country bank happens to diſcount. The Bank 
of England has always been jealous of the country banks; though, 
in truth, they have not only promoted the general proſperity of the 
country, with which the proſperity of the Bank is cloſely connected, 
but would have contributed much more to the proſperity of the Bank 
of England itſelf, if the ſpirit of monopoly had permitted it to judge 
fairly. It has often happened that the Bank of England has 1c- 
fuſed, or leſſened, the diſcounts, to the correſpondents of particular 
country banks, which immediately oblige them to reſtrain their country 
correſpondent bank, from drawing in the ſame manner as before, 
which of neceſſity affected the tranſactions of the country bank, and 
obliged it to diminiſh its uſual diſcounts, to the.great inconvenience 
of its neghbourhood. 

But if the power of the Bank of England was great, with reſpect 
to traders of all deſcriptions, it was ſtill more important, with re- 
gard to the government of the country. It is well known, that no 
war can now be carried on by this country, without loans; and in 
all caſes of loans, it has been the uſual practice of the Bank, to ad- 
vance the farther inſtalments on the ſubſcriptions, after the ſubſcri- 
bers had paid a certain proportion, and the Bank of England was 
contented to receivere payment from the ſubſcribers, about the time of 
the laſt inſtalment, by which means the ſubſcribers had the opp®- 
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tunity of ſelling the new ftock gradually, and generally to ad- 
vantage. 

Whenever the Bank, from anv cauſe or motive, has choſen to alter 
its former practice, and has either refuſed to pay any inſtalments for 
the ſubſcribers, or to pay in a different mode, it has, I believe, never 
failed to occafion a fail in the price of the new ſubſcription, and 
thereby the ſubſcribers have often loſt conſiderably ; in conſequence 
of which, it always became impoſſible for Government to make 
ſubſequent loans on fo good terms as before. There are various 
other modes by which the Bank has had it in its power to diſtreſs 
and embarraſs Government, which I ſhall not now enumerate: I 
have ſaid enough to ſow, that Government has been rendered de- 
pendent on the Bank, and more partiaulaily ſo in the time of war ; 
and though the Bank has not yet fallen into the hands of ambitious 
men, yet it is evident that it might, in fuch hands, aſſume a power 
ſufticient to contro! and overawe, not only the Executive Govern- 
ment, but King, Lords, and Commons. 

As the Bank has thus become dangerous to Government, it 
might, on the other hand, by uniting with an ambitious Miniſter, 
become the means of eſtabliſhing a fourth eſtate, ſufficient to in- 
volve this nation in irretrievable ſlavery, and ought, therefore, to be 
| dreaded as much as a certain Eaſt-India bill was juſtly dreaded, at 
a period not very remote. I will not ſay, that the preſent Miniſter, 
by endeavouring at this eriſis to take the Bank of England under 
his protection, can have any view to make uſe hereafter of that 
engine, to perpetuate his own power, and to enable him to domineer 
over our Conſtitution : if that could be ſuppoſed, it would only 
ſhow, that men can entertain a very different train of ideas, when 
ende mwouring to overſet a rival; from what occurs to them when 
intending to ſupport and fix themſelves. 

My obje& is to ſecure the country againſt all riſk, either from 
the Bank, as oppoſed to Government and the Conſtitution, or as 
the engine of ambitious men, to maintain themſelves in a dangerous 
power. I could wiſh to know, if any man thinks that His Ma- 


obtained a decided aſcendency in the direction of the Bank of Eng- 
land, retaining its monopoly. | 
When the Report of the Secret Committee comes, I have no 


preventing the ifſue of caſh from the Bank, for payment of the debts 
and demands due to their creditors, was, in fact, occaſioned by their 
own miſconduct. In the mean time, I think it right to aſſure the 


Houſe, that my ideas concerning the miſconduct of the Bank, and 
Vor. II. Oo 


jeſty would be at free liberty to change a Miniſter, who had once 


doubt, that I ſhall be able to ſatisfy the Houſe, that the neceſſity of 
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the danger from its monopoly, are not lately taken up, but that the 
ſame opinion has prevailed in my mind for more than five and 
twenty years, founded upon facts which had then come to my 
knowledge, and tince that time a great number of fads have con. 
firmed me uniformly in that opinion. 

I think it alſo neceflary to allure the Houſe, that I have never 
had the idea of recommending any breach of parliamentary faith, re. 
ſpecting the monopoly of the Bank; I conſider, and have always 
conſidered the obſcrvance of rliamentary faith, as one of the molt 
important pillars on which this country ſtands ; our public eredit, 
which has chicfly proved the means of railing us fo high amongſt 
nations, has no other foundation on which it can teeurely reſt. Tt 
is material, however, to ſtate to the Houſe, what is the nature of this 
monopoly, and how it originated. 

The Bank of England was eſtabliſned in confequence of an a& 
of the 5th and 6th William and Mary, in the year :694, by which 
act certain duties were impoſed, and Commiſſioners were authorized 
to receive ſubſcriptions, and the Crown was empowered, when the 
ſubſcriptions ſhould be complete, to the amount of 1,200,000]. as 
a loan to Government for the war, to grant a charter of incorpora- 
tion to the ſubſcribers, under the name of The Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England,” for which ſum the Company 
was to receive an intereſt of 80,000]. and 40001. for expence of 
management, making 84,0001. per annum, but ſubject to redemp- 
tion. A charter was accordingly granted, which, after rcciting the 
act of Parliament, and other matters, contains theſe important 
words: * Now know ye, that we, being deſirous to promote the 
c public good and benefit of our people, which in thele preſents are 
« chiefly deſigned and intended, as well as the profits and advantage 
4 of all ſuch as have ſubſcribed and contributed according to the 
« ſaid act of Parliament, &c. 

The Bank of England, ſoon afterwards, was much embarraſſed 
in its affairs, and Government interpoſed to ſupport it, by means 
of Exchequer Bills. The war having continued, it was thought 
neceſſary by Government, to apply to the Bank for a farther loan; 
and as a mark of gratitude, the Bank inſiſted, that they ſhould bc 
inveſted with a monopoly. This was done by an act 7th and 8th 
William and Mary, declaring, * that during the ſubſiſtence af 
& their charter, no other company ſhould be incorporated with 4 
« power of iſſuing notes payable on demand.” Afterwards in the 
reign of Queen Anne, the nation then being at war, it became fe- 
ceſfary to apply for another loan from the Bank; which, upon dit 

occaſion obtained, by an act 6th and 7th of Queen Anne, a fan 
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ſecurity for their monopoly; that act declares, “ that during the 
« Bank charter, no perſons more in number than fix in partner- 
« ſhip, ſhould be allowed to iſſue notes payable in a leſs time than 
« fix months.” "Theſe two ads conſtitute the preſent monopoly of 
the Bank ; for as no company can be incorporated, no perſons can 
join in partnerſhip to iſſue notes, without being anſwerable to the full 
amount of their fortunes, and even if they were willing to —_— 
upon that dangerous footing, the number being limited to ſix, 
ſuch company could ever have a capital ſufhcient to ſtand in any com- 
petition with the Bank of England, nor has it ever been attempted. 
Several other loans were made to Government, amounting, at laſt, 
to 3, 200, oool. which ſum, by the ſeveral acts, muſt be repaid-to 
the Bank upon redemption of their charter and monopoly ; and the 
period of ſuch redemption has, from time to time, been prolonged. 
The Bank, however, made ſeveral other advances to Government, 
amounting with the ſaid 3,200,000l. in the whole to above 
Ir, ooo, oool. for theſe additional advances, annuities were ac- 
cepted by the Bank, and theſe ſtand upon the ſame footing as other 
public ſtocks, for which payment of the principal cannot be de- 
manded. | 

As my object is merely to diveſt the Bank of its monopoly, I 
have no intention that it ſhould be deprived of its right to act as a 
corporation ; I conſider the power given by the monopoly to be of 
the nature of all other deſpotic power, which corrupts the deſpot, as 
much as it corrupts the flave ; but the power of acting without a 
monopoly can have no ſuch effect, and may be very uſeful to the 
public. 

Neither have I any intention, that the Proprietors of Bank ſtock 
ſhould be, in any degree, injured. I am convinced, that their 
dividends, inſtead of being diminithed, will be conſiderably increaſed 
by the change. 

As little have I anv intention to deprive the DireQors of their 
ſalaries, though I certainly wiſh to deprive them of the Gangeroun 
part of their preſent powers. 

It may, at firſt ſight, ſeem very extraordinary to art, that the 
profits of the Bank would become more conſiderable without having 
a monopoly, than with it. This, however, is not mere theory, bet 
has been aſcertained by practice; for, beſides the daily experience 
ve have of want of exertion, with regard to tradeſmen, who have 
excluſive privileges ; amongſt whom, however, ſome degree of com- 
petition always exiſts ; I can refer the Houſe to an Og vw 
now exiſts, and is y in point. 

The Houſe has learnt, by a elauſe which has juſt now been added 
Oo 2 


mn Ty : = 1 e _ 4 0 — 8 m = — 
5 — a 1 » — * — — — — 
* EEE — 2 — — ——— — - 
as — I: — —— DN. . eng". — — * 
> 4 4 A 5 "x << — * —— Ea —_—— 8 2 _ — = — 
0 x p C 
> = wall was — — — = - - _ = * * 
7 g —— ww” — — MM — * 3 =. = Lie - My bo — 
r e ——— $2 3 Ty — . = TW 5 * © . b < 7 * — 2 
2 * * = 7 — + Me das * — — 4 — wr 3 — 
— 9 * 5 - 1 WC» — « = = ny 2 
— — - — 2 A - - I — * * Þ = - - — ” 
l l 2 — 4 - ws - — 3 * . 3 z - . 2 Aa 4 4 - -——_ 
— — . - of * — 2 A 1 - 2 rs 62 ks ; Bis 7 - a 
— & Pn * 5 MG 4 ay. > K . 2 * 2 — "— - 3 — 1 — IL RET”: . 4 _ * 2 
=_ _—_ — * 2 1 l - —. —— — — — ” * _- - * S 
4G 4 N. tam, 31 2 92 5 _ _ K 7. : þ 


— now. * 


e 


= 
— 


— 
FP 
. I OR I 


. - ** 
Soak 4 ** _ 
N r —— . — — a 
90 That < os "Ra l 
CES Eta. CDC a EAR. 0 
— 


_ — 
* q * — — 
— — ales he, Plus, » 
T N Hy 
1 - 
R£E=w_. — — — 
- 
3 — , 
ma - 


284 PARLIAMENTARY [ Commons, 


to this bill, as a rider, for allowing to each of the two banks jn 
Scotland, an iſſue of 25,0001. in caſh from the Bank here, if de- 
manded by them ; that there are two banks in Scotland, that one of 
them was cſtabliſhed by an act of the Scotch Parliament, in 16935, 
one year after the Bank of England, and the other by a reyal charter, 
(which in that country can eſtabliſh corporations), in the year 1727. 
The firſt bank was created in the ſame manner as the Dank of 
England, without any monopoly ; and as Government had never 
occaſion to apply for a loan of money from that Bank, it never had 
the opportunity of making the unreaſonable demand of a monopoly, 
but from the tituation of the country, which was unable, from want 
of capital, to eſtabliſh at that time another bank, it, in fact, aQed 
in the uſual manner of a monopoly, was very limited in its opera- 
tions, and was conſidered as acting very frequently with partiality. 
After the Rebellion in 1715, it was ſuppoſed to favour a particular 


party, the Jacobites, which induced Government ſoon after to pro- 


mote the eſtabliſhment of another bank in the year 1727. There 
are the moſt undoubted proofs, that as late as the year I7 25, there 
was the greateſt ſcarcity of money in Scotland, that loans were ob- 
tained, even for ſmall! fums, with ditticulty, and that no regularity 
was obſerved in payments. A capital could not, indeed, have been 
found for the new bank, if the idea had not occurred of emploving, 
for that purpoſe, the money, which, at the Union, was agreed to be 
paid to Scotland, as an equivalent for certain prior Engliſh taxes; 
to which, by the Union, though they had been impoſed to pay 
the intereſt of Engliſh national debts, Scotland was to become 
ſubject. 

After the new bank was eſtabliſhed, each of them, for ſome time, 
viewed the other with jealouſy and apprehenſion. This, by degrees, 
wore off, and each began to ifſue their notes more freeiy. 

From this time a new ſpring was given to the exertions and in- 
duſtry of the country, and all who have had occaſion to be acquainted 
with it, know that its progreſs has been more rapid than any thing 
that has occurred, perhaps, in the hiſtory of the world, unleſs what 
is lately ſaid to have happened in America. The effect of this 
Progreſs began to be very much obſerved ſoon after the Rebellion of 
1745, and the cauſe of it not having immediately occurred to com- 
mon obſervation, it was by many ſuppoſed to have ariſen from the 
money ſent down to pay the troops of Government, during the re- 
bellion ; but it required little ſagacity to perceive, that the interrup- 
tion which the induſtry of the country muſt have met with, during 
that ſcene of confuſion, muſt have amounted to a much greater 

loſs than could be compenſated by any advantages from the pay of 


I 
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the troops. The progreſs ſince has been ſtill more rapid, which 


has been aſſiſted too, by the eſtabliſhment of many inferior banks in 
the principal towns, none of which could have been cſtabliſhed, if 
the two banks at Edinburgh had not, by the iſſue of their notes, 
in proportion as the growing tranſactions of the country required, 
afforded a conſiderable maſs of circulating medium, for the com- 
mencement of a circulating capital to the inferior banks. 


The two incorporated banks have not, however, ſuffered either 


by the competition between them, or by the eſtabliſhment of theſe 
inferior banks, but, on the contrary, have gone on continually in- 


creaſing their profits. Each of them found, after ſome time, - that 


their firſt capitals were inſufficient to ſupply the demands of their 


buſineſs, and each of them have twice come to this Houſe for powers 


to increaſe their capital ſtock. I believe the ſtock of the old bank 
did not ſell at much premium, tilt ſome time after the eſtabliſhment 


of the new bank, but it afterwards roſe to 400 per cent. and I be- 


lieve the ſtock of the other bank roſe in proportion. Since the great 
increaſe of each of their capitals, they have been able to make ſuch 
conſiderable dividends, that even the increaſed ſtock ſold till very 
lately at the premium of 170 or 180 per cent. A clear proof, 
that each of them has ſucceeded, much better than either could have 
done, without a competition. This experience, I hope, in a mat» 


ter preciſely fimilar, will ſatisfy the Houſe, that I do not proceed 


upon ſpeculation when I aflert, and firmly believe, that the proprie- 


tors of bank ſtock will not ſuffer, but, on the contrary, will greatly 


profit by the eſtabliſhment of another bank. 
When it is conſidered too, what a wide field the flouriſhing and 
progreſſive ſtate of the trade and induſtry of this country affords, when 


it is proved beyond all doubt, that the amount of our exports and : 


Imports have increaſed above all calculation, what apprehenfion can 


we entertain, that there is not full room for the trade of two great 


banking companies in this metropolis, as well as for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of numberleſs inferior banks in the principal places of the 
kingdom ? | ; 

It has been circulated out of doors, that I intended to propoſe 
the eſtabliſhment of an oppoſition bank; but I never meant an op- 
poſition bank, nor even a rival bank. The bank which I ſhould 
think of recommending, would merely be one to ſupply to the trade, 
the manufactures, and the agriculture of the country, what the pre- 
ſent bank has not choſen, or has been unable to ſupply, and that 
deficiency is much more than enough, to give full employment to 
another bank equal to the preſent. 


Another miſapprehenſion has taken place with regard to my in- 
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tended propoſal : for it has been ſuppoſed, that I meant, that the 
new bank ſhould iſſue paper not convertible into coin at all times 
according to the will of the holder, and that its paper would be x 
fictitious currency ; but I can aſſure the Houſe, that no ſuch idea 
ever entered into my mind. My opinion has been uniform and 
firm, ever fince I had occafion to confider the ſubject of paper cur. 
rency, that no paper can ever anſwer as a medium for the circulation 
of commodities, which 1s not at any moment, convertible into coin, 
at the option o? the holder. It is upon this account, that J have 
ſo ſtrongly felt the dangerous conſequences which may ariſe, from 
making the period fo remote as the 24th of June, when the pre- 
ſent Bank ſhall pay caſh for its debts and demands. In no country. 
of the world, has paper of any other ſort than ſuch as was imme- 
diately convertible into coin, been long able to paſs at par, and ! 
dread, that our folly may lead us, to bring the paper of the preſent 
Bank to a difcount, by an ill-judged indulgence. If this ſhall once 
happen, it will ſoon be reduced to the fame ſtate as the French 

aſſignats. But if another Bank be eſtabliſhed, I think it not only 
© ought to be an expreſs condition in the charter, that it ſhall pay at 
all times, caſh for its notes, but alſo, that it ſhall be a forfeiture of 
the charter, if at any time, or on any account, the Bank ſhould ever 
apply to Government, directly or indirectly, to protect it from pay- 
ing in caſh every demand which may come againſt it. 

I ſhall now take notice of ſome of the cauſes which have been 
aſſigned for the diſtreſs of the Bank, and the unhappy Minute of 
Council. | 

This dire event has been aſcribed to the advances made by the 
Bank to Government ; and the right honourable gentleman over 
againſt me muſt, I think, have proceeded upon that idea, if it be 
true, that he authorized the Governor of the Bank to inform the 
Proprietors, that it was his intention to propoſe to Parliament, to 
repay to the Bank, out of the intended loan, no lefs a ſum than 
fix or ſeven millions. | 

Another honourable gentleman from the bench below was ſtrongly 
of this opinion when he introduced a motion on the ſubject, and 
ſupported it with his uſual ability, reſting very much upon the heavy 
and repeated complaints of the Dirctors of the Bank, with re- 
ſpeR to their advances, and the failure of Government to repay 
them. | 

I ſhall make no defence of Government as to its failure of keep- 
ing promiſe, eſpecially in money matters, for it admits of no anſwer 
or palliation ; but, with reſpe& to the effect produced by its loans 
to Government on the ſituation of the Bank, my view of the ſub- 


ans 
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ject is very different. I am convineed that the loans to Govern- 
ment have not been the cauſe of its preſent diſtreſs ; and I farther 
think, that the Bank has no fair ground to demand repayment from 
Government, at this critical moment, of any part of the occaſional 
advances. | 

It is not pretended, I believe, by the Directors of the Bank, 
that by making theſe advances to Government, they increaſed the 
total amount of the notes put out in the circle, or, in other words, 
they do not aſſert, that they continued their diſcounts to the ſame 
amount as before, and that they made their loans to Government 


by an iſſue of additional notes to the amount of the loan. If that 


be not the caſe, and that the ſame number of notes would have been 
out, whether they had lent to Government or not, it ſeems to me, 
to be impoſſible to maintain, that the preſent diſtreſs of the Bank 
can proceed from that cauſe. 

It is ſaid, indeed, that if the notes were iſſued in the way of dif- 
count, the notes would be returning to the Bank in regular pay- 
ments, at ſtated periods ; but of what importance is this, if it be 
true? then an equal number of notes would in both caſes have 
been out in the circle, and would have borne the ſame proportion to 
the quantity of caſh in the Bank coffers, to pay them on demand ; 
for it is certain, that, at all times, a very ſmall proportion of the 
advances by the Bank to Government have been made in actual 
caſh, The ifſues made to Government in notes are ſpeedily 
thrown into the circle ; they come very foon into the hands of the 
bankers, who agaiu uſe them in diſcounts, and in that way they 
equally act as a medium of circulation, as if the notes were iſſued 
and re. iſſued by the Bank itſelf on diſcount. It is perfectly well 
known, that every banker in London keeps a conſiderable quantity 
of Bank notes always in his poſſeſſion for carrying on his trade, 
amounting, amongſt the whole bankers, to a good many millions. 
Theſe notes, when in poſſeſſion of the bankers, are perfectly harm- 
leſs with regard to demands made for caſh on the Bank, becauſe 
the notes, till very lately, were conſidered by the bankers, as well 
as by their cuſtomers, as preferable, for many reaſons, to caſh, ex- 
cept for fractional ſums. A part of the banker's trade is to deal 
in diſcounts, and the notes which are neceſſary for ſuch tranſactions 
are continually going out, and continually returning back to his ſhop 
in the ſame manner, as happens with regard to diſcounts at the 
office of the Bank, and they occaſion no additional demand for cafh. 
on the Bank, any more than if the diſcounts were all carried on by 
the Bank itſelf, and the Bank receives five per cent. intereſt for theſe 
very notes from Government, without having the trouble of employ- 


4 — — 


2 — 
— . ů —— — — 2 


— LIES . — — 
— =) — * — = 
. . EY 

— 2 17 8 — — 2 

a el * PS * 


* — By 4... 

> AX — * . 
8 - 
7 - — 7 


— „ A WE . 
* — - 
— — 
— © X95 
PE. 


— 4 
— 


IF 


\ g 1 — 
2 — RS. > — == — 
r ot 4 
=, 36.4 — 0 - nm * 


<a 9 — — 2 
8 4 


288 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 


ing them itſelf in diſcounts, by which they would only gain the 
ſame intereſt; 


With regard to the propriety of the demand of the Bank, of re- 0 
payment at this time of its late advances to Government, it will he 0 
neceſſary to ſtate to the Houſe, the amount of theſe advances, and of 
to make ſome obſervations upon them. There are three accounts * 
upon the table of the Houſe relating to theſe advances; by the firſt 
of which it appears, that the amount is ſtated by the Bank, on the * 
firſt of October, 1796, to have been 9, 183,896 J. In the next ha 

* account, the advances are made to amount, on the 25th of Fe. all 
bruary laſt, to 9,964,413. ; but neither of theſe accounts include flo 
any intereſt. By the laft accounts, they are made to amount, on all 
the th of March, 1797, to 10,916,010hH, in which is included wh 
580, 67ol. as the amount of intereſt. It appears by the ſeveral tha 
ſtatements, and particularly by the fecond account, that about _ 
6,000,000]. has been advanced upon the land-tax and malt-tax, are 
viz. about 4, ooo, oool. on the land, and near 2, ooo, oool. on the Bil 
malt. It alſo appears, that 141, oool. is ſtill due as advanced on bart 
the land for 1794, and 312,000]. for 1795. This arrear mult the 
probably ariſe, partly from intereſt, and partly from money till re- el 
maining in the hands of the collectors, which it was certainly the by y 

of Government to have called in, long before this time—tfor it and 
is well known, that the whole of the land-tax is always recovered fair 
by re- aſſeſſments, if neceſſary, in the different diſtricts out of which 900 
it is levied. But there is a much greater arrear in 1796, amount- hve 
ing to 1,000,6241., which is probably on account of the ſecond the n 
kind-tax of 1796; collected, as uſual, after Lady-day of the ſue- the | 
eeeding year. The land-tax for 1797 is ſtated as 2,000,000], Curre, 
in arrear ; and this is certainly an advance by the Bank to Govern- this 
ment, upon the land- tax which will be collected in the courſe of the 10, 
preſent year, but of which no part can yet have been collected, bot T} 
the whole, till after Lady-day 1798. of the 

The fame ſort of obſervations apply to the advances on malt. fund, 
There is tated a confiderable arrear in 1794 and 1795, which pro- the fat 
bably may chiefly proceed from the conſtant deficiency upon this Yance 
tax, and the intereſt on the Bank advances ; but it ſeems ftrange, Bank 
that the whole of the malt- tax for 1796, is ſtated as in arrear, Bills a 

though, at leaſt, the half of it ought, I imagine, to have been re- true, 
ceived before the gth of March, to which time this account is made Comm 
up. This ſeems to imply a degree of negligence. The malt, for Mit ye: 
1797, is properly ftated as all due, being an advance by the Bank ly pr 
upon the vote of Parliament, before any part of that year's tax bank £ 
coul be collected; but it will be found, by an account to be after- Miltre!;s 
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wards referred to, that though the whole of the land and malt for 
1797 is ſtated as due to the Bank by Government, yet that a con- 
fderable part of the money, though agreed to be lent on thoſe 
taxes, had, on the 25th of February, ſtil! remained in the hands 
of the Bank, ſubject, indeed, to the calls which Government 
might make. | 
With regard, however, to the money thus advanced on the lan 

and malt, amounting to near 6, ooo, oool., the Bank can, I think, 
have no fair claim for immediate repayment, becauſe they have at 
all times taken theſe taxes as their ſecurity, and perfectly under- 
ſtood, that they were to be repaid as the taxes came in. They have 
alſo, indeed, another ſecurity ; for I underſtand it is the practice, 
whenever the Bank agrees to make advances upon the land or malt, 
that Exchequer Bills to the full amount of theſe taxes are delivered, 
and are from time to time ſet apart by the Bank, as the advances 
| are gradually made, and from that time the reſpective Exchequer 
; Bills bear intereſt. Tf, therefore, the Bank were at any time em- 
a barraſſed, on account of the amount of advances actually made on 
{ the land or malt, I apprehend the Directors would be entitled to 
ſell theſe Exchequer Bills in the market, in order do raiſe the money, 


2nd I admit, that in ſuch a caſe the Bank might probably have a 
fair claim on Government, in caſe of ſuch actual diſtreſs, to make 
good that diſcount. It therefore appears to me, that the Bank can 
have no fair claim for immediate repayment from Government of 
the money advanced on the land or malt, except to the amount of 
the known deficiency of the tax on malt, and the intereſt in- 
curred ; which obſervation takes off a very great proportion of 
this 6,000,000l. from the total claim (including intereſt) of 
10, 16, 0 fol. 

There are beſides two other deductions to make from the demand 
of the Bank; the account ſtates an advance on the conſolidated 
fund, 1796, of 1, 323, oool. I conſider this advance in nearly 
the ſame light as the advances on the land and malt ; for it is ad- 
ranced upon particular taxes, out of which it is expected by the 
Bank to be repaid, as the taxes come in; and I believe Exchequer 
Bills are alſo in the ſame manner lodged for this advance. It is 
rue, that it appears by the Report juſt printed, from the Select 
Committce on the Finances, that there has been a deficiency in the 
laſt year, in the produce of the conſolidated fund, which has proba- 
ly prevented hitherto the regular repayment of this ſum to the 
Pank from the taxes; but {till the Bank could have 'been in no 


Vox. II. P p 


by which operation the Bank could only loſe the occaſional diſcount ;. 


litres on this account, beyond what might be loſt by the ſale Bf 
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the Exchequer Bills. The other article to be deduced, i; 
376,7 3ol., being the amount of unclaimed' dividends, which can. 
not ſurely be conſidered as a debt due by Government, unleſs theſe 
old dividends were actually to be paid by the Bank, which is never 
likely to happen, as no demand has been made, though a lift has 
been long printed and difperſed ; and for this ſum alſo Exchequei 
Bills are lodged. When theſe ſeveral deduCtions are made, the 
total amount, for the immediate repayment of which the Bank 
can have a fair claim, including all intercſt, is no more than 
3.295, 380l.; and if to this be added the deficiency on malt, and 
even the 1, 323, oool. on the conſolidated fund, the total will not 
amount to 5,000,000]. | 

But even againft this remaining claim, Government is entitled to 
ſtate ſeveral conſiderable ſums of money; for there is reaſon to be. 
lieve that it will appear by an account which will be brought before 
the Houſe, that the Bank were in poſſeſſion, on the 26th of Fe- 
bruary, of Government money to the amount of nearly ti. e millions 
ſterling, for which they allow to Government no intereſt whatever, 
whilſt they have charged to Government, as is uſual with bankers, 
full intereſt on all the money actually advanced for the public. 
Theſe ſums confiſt of three articles, viz. 

Caſh depoſits, about - - - - 2,009,900 

It is believed, that though part of this money may | 
be depoſits from individuals, yet that a very great part 
of it is Government only, ariſing from the produce of 
various taxes, which are paid into the Bank almoſt 
weekly from the different offices ; and though continu- 
ally going out by the drafts of Government, are alſo 
continually coming in again, by new payments from 
the offices, fo as always to leave a large balance in the 
hands of the Bank. 

2dly. Dividends iſſued for payment to ſundries 

This ſum, I believe, is either the amount of divi- 
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dends which were payable early in January, and 
not yet called for, or what has been impreſſed, for 
payment of the dividends, to be iſſued early in this 
month of April ; but in whichever view it be taken, 
it is the money of Government till called for by the 
creditors, and is lodged in the hands of the Bank, 
though deſtined for a ſpecial purpoſe ; and other 


Carried forward C. 3,800,000 


* 


Which 
and y 
val ty 
eirele 
are ho 
money 
theref 
before 


now aj 


APRIL 7.] DEBATES. . 291 
£o 


Brought over 3,800,060 
money muſt be iſſued continually for the ſubſequent 


dividends ; fo that a large balance muſt always, I con- 
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; ceive, remain in the hands of the Bank out of theſe 

4 dividends. 

- The third ſum in the hands of the Bank, is Ex- 

k chequer bills, to the amount of - — 1, 200, ooo 

1 This ſeems to be money, which the Bank has, in- 

1d deed, undertaken to iſſue on demand to Government, 14 

0 on the eredit of Exchequer Bills, but was not, in fact, ll; 
iſſued on the 25th of February laſt, and therefore re- Fl | i 

to mained with it, out of ſome of the advances wich the ö 4 | 

be⸗ Bank had agreed to make. 4 i 

ore 2— 1 

Fe- Total J. 5,000,000 ji 

Ons | — 4 * 

ter, From this view of the acoount between the Bank and Govern- 0 

ers, ment, which, I have reaſon to think, is pretty correct, it ſeems to 11 

Vie, appear, that the late diſtreſs of the Bank cannot poſſibly have ariſen 


from the advances to Government, but from ſome other cauſe, which 
it will not be difficult to point out, when the Report from the Secret 
Committee comes down. And, ſecondly, that there can be no fair 
ground for the demand now made by the Bank, to have an immedi- 
xe repayment of ſix or ſeven millions from the public. 

It is ſaid, however, that the Bank Directors have informed the 
merchants, that if the. Bank ſhail obtaia repayment of ſuch a ſum 
from Government, out of the intended loan, they will greatly in- 
creaſe their diſcounts for the ſupport of commercial credit. I think 
the merchants will deceive themſelves, if thæy expect any actual 
relief by ſuch means; becauſe the preſent diffieulties have evidently. 
aiten from a deficiency of the total necetlary quantity of circulating 
medium ; and in conſequence of the propoſed loan, a great propor- 
tion of that cxiſting medium will be withdrawn from the hands in 
Which it is now placed, and where it is now acting in circulation, 
and will then be paid into the Bank; which operation muſt of ne- 
Eflity diminiſh the exiſting quantity of the medium now in the 
rele ; for no one can believe that the notes which are now out 
ac hoarded up and unemployed, at a time when the profits on 
money are ſo much higher than at any former period. So long, 
therefore, as the loan remains with the Bank, after being paid in, 
bee it be re-iflued, it is withdrawn from the uſes to which it is 
0,00% applied; and even if the whole of what 1s paid in were to be 
Pp 2 
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re · iſſued by the Bank, it would make no difference as to the total 
quantity in circulation, but would in the interval occaſion conſider. 
able diſtreſs whilſt it is in its progreſs to the Bank, and before it has 
had time to return from thence, by the ſlow progreſs of being re- 
iſſued in diſcounts. 

I do not, however, underſtand that the Bank has ever explicitly 
undertaken to re-iitue, in diſcounts, the whole that ſhall be repaid 10 
them. The Directors have contented themſelves with making 
- vague and general declarations, of good intentions, upon which the 
commercial body cannot, and ought not to rely ; and whatever part 
of the repayment the Bank does not re- iſſue, it will be fo much 
withdrawn from the preſcnt ſcanty and deficient quantity of cireu— 
lating medium. | 

This argument proceeds upon the ſuppoſition, that the repayment 
will be made to the Bank in its own notes; and there is little pro- 
bability, that any thing but fractional ſums will be repaid in caſh; 
and if the Bank re- iſſues the whole of the notes, the operation will 
make no difference between their caſh and the quantity of their 
notes which are out; on the other hand, if they do not re-ifſue the 
whole, it may, indeed, make a difference in the proportion of caſh, 
but will effentially diſtreſs the commercial circulation, which, it 
they had not a monopoly, they could not be called upon to attend to; 
but having a monopoly, it is an effential part of their duty. In 
every view, therefore, the plan of immediate repayment to the 
Bank, ſeems to have been formed without due conſideration of the 
circumſtances of the caſe. 

J will ſay little on the ſubject of another cauſe, which has been 
aſſigned by many, as the true ground of the preſent diſtreſs; | 
mean the exportation of coin or bullion. The public mind, I be- 
lieve, is now ſufficienily informed and enlightened upon that ſubject, 
and the author of the Nature and Cauſes of the Wealth of Na- 
tions” has ſo clearly refuted all the groſs and vulgar ideas upon this 
point, which, however, I own, have very univerſally prevailed in 
almoſt all nations, that it cannot be nceeſſary to ſay much upon i: 
J mentioned to the Houſe, in a former debate, the caſe of Spain and 
Portugal, as a proof of the groſs error of all ſuch ideas. To thel 
two countries, about fix millions of gold and filver are annually 
brought from the mines, and in both the ſtricteſt prohibitory Jaws 
are inforced againſt their exportation; yet it has been found alto. 
gether impoſſible to retain theſe precious metals ; and if they could 
be retained, it would be a moſt material and ſerious loſs to both 
theſe countries; for if the whole of the gold and filver, which h 
been imported during fo long a period, from their mines, were 10 

| | 2 
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in theſe countries, and could not go abroad, they would be of little or 
no value there; the two Countries want no more than is neceſſary 
for their limited circulation at home, and for plate and ornaments. 
The value of the remainder ariſes from the want which other 
countries have of theſe metals, having no mines of their own ; 
and that value cannot be obtained, if they are not allowed to be 
exported, 4 

The truth is, that no laws in any country can prevent the 


| precious metals from going out, . or from coming back. They Fi 

always muſt, and will follow the actual demand; and all forts of 10 

5 prokibitions with regard to them, are only hurtful to the. countries 1 | 

a which make them. bl! 
This leads me to take notice of a circumſtance with regard to | 0 i 

t the ſtate of the coin in the coffers of the Bank. An account has 1 | 

. been lately preſented to the Houſe, of the coinage at the Mint, for i I. ; 


ir the Bank coined in gold - - - 5,306,324 © 
ie 885 
h, But in the ſecond two years, to the 3oth of No- 
if vember, 1796, the Bank coined only in | 
0; gold — — — — — 88 5, 205 O 
And in one of theſe two laſt years, 1795, they | 
coined ſilver — — — 295 5 
885, 500 5 


four vears, viz. from 1793 to 1790 incluſive, by which it ap- 


F 2 g. 


pears, that during the firſt two of theſe four years 


— 


do that there was a deficiency in the coinage of the 
laſt two years, compared with the two firſt 
years, of no leſs than, — — 4,420,823 15 


The Houſe knows, that the whole eoinage, both of gold and 
ſilver, has at all times, in this century, been made in conſequence 


of bullion ſent to the Mint by the Bank. There was, indeed, a, 
great recoinage, chiefly of filver, in the reign of King William, and 


another great re-coinage of !ight guineas during the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Lord North. It appears, by a table publiſhed in “ Chal- 


mers's Eſtimate of the Comparative Strength of Great Britain,” 


that the re-coinage of gold and ſilver, from the year 1780 to the 
year 1792, excepting during four years, was, on an average, 
2,245,0111. per annum; the Bank ſeems, therefore, to have 


been highly culpable, during the laſt two years, in having decreaſed, 


to the amount of nearly four millions and a half, the uſual quantity 
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of coinage ; when, on the contrary, they ought in time of war, to 
have increafed very much, their uſual coinage, in order to aſſiſt the 
commerce of the country, during an increaſed demand for the means 
of circulation. This obvious precaution would have enabled it to 
aniwer the extraordinary demands for a circulating medium, which 
is always occaſioned by a ſtate of war. There ſeems little more ne- 
ceffary than this, to account for the preſent ſituation of the Bank; 
but, in truth, there are other obvious cauſes, which I ſhall not 
enter into until the evidence comes down from the Secret Com- 
mittee : I ſhall only obſerve, that it appears from the coinage table 
in Caalmers, that the Bank fell into the ſame unaccountable error, 
or rather followed the ſame practice (for it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe 
that thev did not foreſce the conſequences), during the two laſt years 
of me American war, and the two immediate following ycars, viz. 
1781, 1782, 1783, and 1784, when the average coinage amounted 
to G13. 6,560,5 551. per annum, and the conſequences were nearly 
the ſame as at preſent, by reducing the ſtocks to a very low price, 
and occalioning very general diſtreſs. 

It is ſaid, however, that there is no ground for expecting, that 
the Bank ought to be at the ſole expence of cuining, for though 
the coinage be at the expence of Government, yet it frequently coſts 
more to the Bank for bullion, when the exchange is unfavourable, 
than the amount the Bank receives in the current value of guineas 
when returned from the Mint, which loſs falls upon the Bank : and 
it is alſo ſaid, that the Bank Directors cannot be accuſed of having 
ever refuſed to buy whatever gold bullion is brought to them, and 
that they always ſent it to be coined at the Mint. 

With regard to the firſt, it is certainly true, that if the Bank did 
not enjoy a monopoly, there would be no reaſon for expecting that it 
ſhould undertake the expence of furniſhing gold for coining, cxcept 
for the circulation of their own particular notes; whereas at preſent 
it is admitted, that almoſt all the inferior banks are furniſhed with 
coin at the expence of the Bank of England; but this is mercly the 
price which the Bank pays for holding its monopoly, from which it 
will, of courſe, in a great degree, be rclieved, when that is at an 
end. It is merely a deduction from their very great profits, and 
it can be ſhewn, hat if matters were ſo managed, as would be done 

if a competition was eſtabliſhed, there would be great gain, inſtead 
of loſs, by a plentiful coinage, even when the exchange is moſt un- 
favourable, At the ſame time I admit, that our gold currency in 
this country, is not at preſent properly regulated ; I mean as to the 
true proportional valuc between gold and filver, which in all coun- 
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tries is attended with manifeſt diſadvantage; but in this country 
the effects of this are counteracted by other circumſtances. 

With regard to the ſecond objeQion, it may be true, that the 
Bank has not refuſed to purchaſe gold that was brought to them; 
but, in the firſt place, they cannot aſſert, that, within theſe two or 
three years, they have not often refuſed to purchaſe dollars, and 
thereby forced them to be re-exported ; and, ſecondly, even as to 
gold, the anſwer is far from amounting to a juſtification ; becauſe 
it ſeems to have been their duty, as monopoliſts, to have procured 
gold wherever it could be obtained, without truſting merely to what 
might be brought to chem by other people; and it is underſtood 
that the Bank has, for ſome time at leaſt, eſtabliſhed a fixed price, 
higher than which they will never conſent to purchaſe gold, and, of 
conſequence, they cannot expect, that any other gold will be brought 
to them, except the light guineas, which it is not worth the while 
of the holders to melt and recoin ; and thoſe light guineas, which 
are voluntarily brought to the Bank, are believed to have been al- 
moſt the only re-coinage that has in fact been made by the Bank 
for the laſt two years, during a part of which time, the exchange 
being unfavourable, the price of gold has been higher than the Mint 
price; but certainly, if the Bank maintains its monopoly, it is 
bound, in juſtice to the public, to provide always a ſufficient quan- 
tity of gold to anſwer fully the circulation of its notes. | 

It appears to me, that the eſtabliſhment of another Bank, would 
be io far from hurting the credit of the preſent Bank, that nothing 
could tend more to its ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment ; for the new Bank, 
by paying caſh for all its notes on demand, would certainly diminiſh 
the demands for caſh upon the preſent bank ; and by adding to the 
circulating medium, that deficiency of quantity, which, by exciting 
general diſtreſs and general diffidence, has been one of the principal 
cauſes of the demand for caſh from every quarter, the preſent 
Bank would evidently be very much relieved. 

I am very far from wiſhing to diminiſh the credit of the preſent 
Bank, or to prevent its notes from having a fr-e circulation, parti- 
cularly during the preſent period, whilſt caſh for i:s notes cannot be 
paid. It is moſt eſſential to the country, that they ſhould continue 
to paſs freely ; but every one muſt admit, that this cannot, in the 
nature of things, continue to be the caſe long, and that, if payments 
in caſh do not ſpeedily recommence at the Bank, its notes cannot 
continue to be held as of equal value to gold and filver ; they muſt 


ſuffer a gradual depreciation, and will, if they continue in the circle, 
become ſoon in the ſame ſtate with the French aſſignats. It is on 


this account, that I have anxiouſly wiſhed, that the period for re- 
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opening the Bank ſhould be ſhortened : but, ſuppoſing the Houſe 
to continue of its former opinion, and fix that period for the 2 4th 
of June, no man, I tinnk, will be bold enough to ſay, that it is ab. 
ſolutely certain that the Bank will be able to pay cath for its note; 
when that day arrives; and it the contrary ſhould be the caſe, and 
that no precaution be taken to provide againſt the efforts of ſuch a 
misfortune, there would be no other reſource, but to prolong the 
time for paying caſh, which would inſallibly depreciate the value of 
the notes, and bring on a more certain and more rapid run upon 
the Bank, whenever its dgors are opened. 

It ſeems to me, therefore, a matter of common prudence, to pro- 
vide immediately an effectual remedy againſt ſuch an alarming mis- 
fortune, and that remedy, I think, is a very plain and obvious one, 
that of paſſing an act for opening an immediate ſubſeription for 
another Bank, whofe operations ſhould commence on the day after 
the period fixed for the Bank to pay its notes in caſh ; but not to 
commence at all, in caſe the Bank ſhould, on that day, recommence 
its uſual payments in cafl}, and continue to pay caſh freely for a cer- 
rain number of days after it opens. 

I have not been able to learn what reaſons can be aſſigned againſt 
ſuch a meaſure of precaution, which could do no poſſible harm, it 
the Bank ſhould be able to reſume its uſual practice ; and on the 
other hand, would ſecure the public againſt the dreadtul effects of 
the poſſible inability of the preſent Bank to pay caſh. I his ſub- 
ſcription, I would propoſe, ſhould be equal to ten or twelve mil- 
lions, and, by pafling the act immediately, the ſubſeribers would 
have time to make their arrangements, and be ready to act on the 
day they are allowed to open. 

It has been ſaid, however, that no ſubſcriptions could be obtained 
for ſuch a new Bank, as none of the preſent bankers, or conſiderable 
merchants, would engage in it; and I am ready to admit, that ſuch 
is the dominion of he” preſent Bank, and ſo great is the dread of 
its power, by every merchant, bariker, and trader, in this metro- 
polis, that I do believe neither their ſtrong wiſh for the public 
proſperity, in which their own is involved, nor the object of great 
gain from the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a Bank, would induce them to 
expoſe themſelves to the reſentment of the preſent Bank, if it ſhould 
be able to open again, and to continue its monopoly; but there {cems 
to be an eaſy method of obtaining the object, without expoſing any 

on to reſentment. © The act might provide, that the ſubſerip- 
tions ſhould be taken in at the Exchequer, by a Committee {worn 
to ſecrecy, and the mode of ſubſcription to be, by putting into the 
ſlit of a box, with three locks, a 


ſealed paper, containing the name 
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of the ſubſcriber, the ſum ſubſcribed, and the names of the firſt Di- 


rectors for whom he votes. "Theſe papers might be ſent by any 
perſon, or by poſt, to be put into the ſlit, without the poſſibility of 
tracing from whence they came ; and if the preſent Bank ſhould 
really open, on the day appointed, and be able to continue to pay 
freely for a week or ten days, that then the box, without being 
opened, ſhould be put in the fire. 

have very little doubt, that a very large ſubſcription would be 
obtained by ſuch means, and that the effect upon public credit would 
be complete, in caſe the preſent Bank ſhould prove unable to open at 
the time fixed. 

Whatever language the bankers and merchants may feel them- 
ſelves obliged to hold, yet no one can believe that they have any ſa- 
tisfaction in being, and continuing, under a dominion which has 
proved ſo grievous and fo ditaſtrous ; and whether the conduct of 
the Bank has proceeded from error or deſign, is of little conſequence, 
fince the miſchief has been univerſally felt. I ſhall never believe 
that the merchants and bankers of this country will prove unwilling 
to emancipate themſelves, it they can do it without riſking the re- 
ſentment of the Bank—No man was heard in France to complain 
openly of the Baſtile, whilſt it exiſted. The merchants and bankers 
of this country have the blood of Engliſhmen, and will be happy 
to relieve themſelves from a ſituation of perpetual terror, if they 
can do it conſiſtently with a due regard to their own ſafety, 

We have been told that public credit may be revived in the pre- 
lent Bank, and that we ought to wait till we are convinced that it 
cannot be reſtored in that manner. But no one can ſay, with cer- 
tainty, that it will be ſo revived; and if we wait till convinced that 
it cannot be done, the kingdom muſt be involved in the moſt ſe- 
nous calamity. The public ſafety is too important a matter to 
admit of the exerciſe of delicacy upon a point of ſo much 
moment. | 

Nobody, I believe, has ever pretended to ſay, that there would be 
any breach of public faith in eſtabliſhing another Bank, in caſe the 
prelent Bank ſhould not reſume its payments at the time now to be 
ed; and in the mode propoſed, the new Bank would not be ena- 
bled to act, if the preſent Bank ſhould recommence and hold out; 
but I am fully perſuaded, that if ſuch an act ſhould paſs, and that the 
roprietors of the preſent Bank were convinced that they could not 
poſſibly recommenee at the period fixed, they would ſee it to be their 
tereſt, to make an offer of giving up their monopoly, upon condi- 
don, that their charter as a corporation ſhould be continued, and that 
they would requeſt that the new Bank ſhould commence its opera- 
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tions as ſpeedily as poſſible, becauſe that would be an effectual 
means of ſupporting the credit of the preſent Bank. 

An objection was made againſt the ettabliſhment of another 
bank, that it might be conſidered as a breach of faith to the public | 
creditors, whoſe payments are directed to be made at the Bank, e 
But in the firſt place, if this Bank continues a corporation, the pay. 
ments to the public creditors may ſtill be continued to be made 
there, provided the Bank pays caſh for its notes; but all queſtion Vt 
of faith to the public creditors would be eaſily removed, by permit. 
ting ſuch creditors, as declared their aſſent in writing, to be in that 
caſe paid at the new Bank, and the others to continue to be paid at 
the preſent Bank. 

When I conſider the magnitude of this matter, and the facility 
with which the public credit might be reitored, I cannot help com- 
plaining of the right honourable gentleman over againit me, that he 
has ſhewn no inclination, but much to the contrary, to give any aid 
in producing ſo important an effect. It ſeems to me to have been 
his duty to have prepared the public mind for the attainment cf 
ſuch an object, and to have endeavoured to remove thoſe prejudices, 
which very naturally prevail, and ought to prevail, in favour of old 
inſtitutions. His neglecting to do it, muſt either have proeceded 
from not fully underſtanding the ſubject, although no object, at a 
time like this, could be more material for him to underſtand, or 
from unwillingneſs to riſk any degree of unpopularity, which might 
at firſt attend a meaſure of the kind. I am ſure he would run no 
riſk of unpopularity, if he was willing to face the danger; and with 
regard to the right honourable gentleman's not underſtanding the 
ſubject, I believe the Houſe will not be apt to think fo ill of his 
talents and ability. 

This matter muſt ſoon come under a farther diſcuſſion, and with 
great advantages to the right honourable gentleman and the Houſe, 
from the evidence which the Secret Committce will very ſoon lat 
before us. In the mean time, I will move, that the words 
„ twenty-fourth of June” be left out of the bill, for the purpoſe 
of introducing the words * fixth of May,” as the period when 
the Bank ſhould recommence the payment of caſh for its debts and 
demands. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he had paid much attention 0 
the great ability, ingenuity, and induſtry with which the honouradl 
Baronet had entered into a wide field of the moſt important matt 
int-nding to ſhew that it would be neceſſary to reſtore the Pank 
its {former operations, or elſe to ſubſtitute fome other means of pay 
ing oft paper with cath, in its place. He conceived, that this W# 
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n2t the time for entering upon the various topics the Houſe had juſt 
heard touched upon, particularly as the honourable Baronet himſelf 
had in his ſpeceh promiſed ſo much: he therefore would not follow 
him through the hiſtory of the Bank, or diſcuſs the queſtion - What 
efe& one Bank had on one part of the iſland, compared with that 
which two had upon another ; but only fay, that the great improve- 
ment which had been derived from both, would be ſufficient to pre- 
vent him from inquiring which of the two was better. The ho- 
nourable Baronet intended his ſpeech rather to prepare the Houſe 
for the practieal developement of opinions which he entertained ; 
but when he aſſumed that His Majeſty's Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer was wrong, not to prepare the public mind for the reception of 
opinions which, fo far from having entertained before, he did not 
even now entertain, the honourable Baronet afſumed more than the 
Houſe would agree to. If, like the honourable Baronet, he had 


been for ſeveral years convinced of thoſe points, he would have 


been blameable indeed not to have diſcloſed them; but till he had 
formed thoſe opinions, he could hardly be ſaid to be wrong in not 
expreſſing them. 

The honourable Baronet, ke repeated, could mean his ſpeech only 
to prepare the Houſe for the meaſures he had to propoſe on a future 
day: for he had himſelf virtually acknowledged that he did not 
mean to apply it to the queſtion of time, having ſaid that it was no 


matter whether the time was limited to the 6th of May or the 24th 


of June, But let the opinion of the honourable Baronet in that reſpect 
be what it might, there was nothing in his ſpeech that could induce 
him (Mr. Pitt) to change his mind upon it: for he ſtill adhered 
to the opinion, that the Houſe could not with propriety or ſafety to 
the Bank aſſign them a ſhorter time for reſuming their operations ; 
and agreeing to the meaſure could only mean to force the Bank to 
a forfeiture of their monopoly, and render thereby the expedient 
which the honourable Baronet had to propoſe, more neceſſary. On 
that ſubject, he confeſſed, he differed completely from the honour- 
able Baronet ; but this was allowed to be an improper time for diſ- 
culſing it. He would, therefore, detain the Houſe no farther than 
to ſay, that it was his intention to negative the motion, ſince the 
Houſe had already agreed to fix the period at the 24th of June, 
and he ſaw no new ground for changing the bill now. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, he perfectly agreed with the honourable Baronet, 
that this was not the time to diſcuſs the topics before the Houſe; 
and, h muſt ſay,” there were many of them on which he difagreed 
with the honourable gentleman ; in one, however, he perfectly co- 
inid:4—to wit, that there was a neceſſity for ſome paper cireula- 
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tion, convertible on demand into money. He was a friend, he ſaid, 
to the ſhorter period: for if the honourable Baronet's plan, or am 
other ſhould, on confideration, be found eligible, the ſooner it was 
adopted the better. He ſaid that it was impoſſible to put the Bank 
on its ald footing ; but it would be put nearer to it by limiting the 
period to the 6th of May, than poſtponing it to the 24th of June. 
The Bank might refume its former operations, but could not regain 
its former credit — though they would approach nearer their former 
credit, in proportion to the ſhortneſs of the period allowed for ſuſ- 
penſion of cath payment; and, in fact, there was, in his opinion, 
no way of reſtoring the credit of the Bank but by ſhortening the du- 
ration of the bill. He differed on the principle of the plan, how- C 
ever, of the worthy Baronet, and he differed from him alto on ſome 
of the points in his argument, particularly where he repreſented the 
advances from the Bank to Government co be leſs than they were ia 
general believed to be. Notwithſtanding this difference of opinion, 
however, he gave his hearty aſſent to the clauſe for confining the 
duration of the bill to a ſhorter date, 

Mr. S. THORNTON ſaid, that although this was not the 
time for diſcuſſing the topics of the honourable Baroner's ſpecch, he 
found it incumbent on him to make a few obſervations on it. If 
the Bank had brought the country into thralcom, he would be as nit; 
ready as the honourable Baronet to ſay it ought to be removed : he 
ſaid, he ſtood in the Bank as a Truſtee, and had no object whatſo- 


Co 


ever in it, that could be put in competition with his country. The 20 
honourable Baronet in alluding to the affairs of the Bank, had ſtated, of « 
that they were not adequate to their demands. This he denied, and 5 
proteſted, that whatever might be the various opinions upon the pre- "2x 
ſent reſtriction of ſpecie, that reſtriction did not riſe from the opera- ticul 
tions of the Bank itſelf, but from other cauſes which he was not at il n 
liberty to deſcribe. The worthy Baronet had complained of the di- — 
minution of coinage in late years, but he had not ſtated to what that 
diminution ought ſolely to be attributed. It was occaſioned by 3 
proportionate ſcarcity of bullion in the country, which of courſe con- 
fined the coinage. In regard to the repayment of the loan, he dit- T 
fered from the worthy Baronet, becauſe that loan might be conli wait 
dered as correſpondent with unfunded debt, and every perſon knew mage 
that the more the floating debt was funded, the circulating medium for t. 
would circulate more widely. Beſides, ſome of the advances to G- the J 
vernment were not revocable for years; the land- tax, for inſtance, great 
remained partly due for 1794, 1795, and 1796, whereas the "7 
money advanced by the Bank for commercial purpoſes returned eveſ Puty ( 


ſix weeks or two months at fartheſt, As to the compact which vi 
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faid to ſubſiſt between Government and the Bank, he ſolemnly de- 
clared, that during the eight years in which he had been conneQed 
with the Bank, he knew of no partiality whatever; and in regard 
to ſalaries, he declared with equal earneſtneſs, that in the courſe of 
that time he had conſtantly endeavoured faithfully to diſcharge his 
truſt without the leaſt unfair emolument. 

The motion was then put, «That the original words ſhould 
ſtand part of the bill ;” which was agreed to without a diviſion. 
The bill was then paſſed, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer de- 
fired to carry the ſame to the Lords for their concurrence. 


COPIES of all Communications tetween the Directors of the Bank 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, reſpecting Advances to Grvern- 
ment fince the firſt of November, 1794 ; excluſive of the Infor- 
mation contained in the Papers already laid before the Houſe from 
the Bank of England. 


(No. 1.) 
Copy of a Reſolution of the Court of Directors, the 15th of January, 


1795. 
Reſolved, 

THAT the Governor and Deputy Governor do take an early opportu- 
nity of informing the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the Court of 
Directors, defirous at all times to give every aſſiſtance and accommoda- 
tion to the public ſervice, think it proper at the preſent period, when a 
loan, under the guarantee of this country, for a foreign ſtate, of the large 
amount of fix millions ſterling, and alſo one for our own national wants 
of eighteen millions ſterling, are about to be raiſed, to bring to his con- 
ſideration, that it is their wiſh that he would ſettle his arrangements of 
finances for the preſent year in ſuch a manner as not to depend on any 
farther aſſiſtance from them beyond what is already agreed Ge ; and par- 
ticularly, that the ſtipulation for the future advances to be made by them, 
il neceſſary, for payment of Treaſury Bills of Exchange, be ſtrictly ad- 
hered to, as they cannot allow that advance at any time to exceed the 
ſum of five hundred thouſand pounds, 


In the Court of Directors, on the 16th of April, 1795. 


THE Governor and Deputy Governor were directed by the Court to 
wait upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to mention to him the 
uneaſineſs which they have felt on being left, during fo long a period, in 
an advance of one and an half, to upwards of two millions of money, 
for the bills accepted by the Treaſury. That this mode of paying 
the Treaſury bills in advance was never meant to be carried to any 
great extent, at the moſt to 5 o, oool., and that only as a temporary ac- 
commodation. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did promiſe to the Governor and De- 
puty Governor in December laſt, and particularly in a converſation on the 
th of January, that the amount of theſe bills paid at the Bank, then 
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302 PARLIAMENTARY [ Commons, 
exceeding the ſum of 500,090l., ſhould certainly be paid off after the re- 


ceipt of the firſt pay mend un che new loan; which promiſe hath not yet 
taken place. The Court have therefore come to a reſolution, chat they 
cannot in future allo of any diſburſe on this account, exceeding the 
ſum of 500.000l. ; and they do requeſt, that he Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer will be pleaſed to order the ſame to be paid. 


(No. z.) N 

Copy of a note from the Governor and Deputy Governor, to the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer. 

Bank, 5th June, 1795, 
THE Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank pr-ſent their re- 
ſpectſul compliments to Mr. Pitt; and take the liberty of itating to him, 
that though he was pleaſed to promiſe, the laſt time they had the hnnour 
of an interview, that the amount of the "Treaſury bills paid by the Bank 
ſhould immediately be reduced ro the ſum of 500,000l. (beyond which 
ſum, by a reſolution of the Court, it was not to paſs) ; the Bank are now 
in advance on that account 1,210,015. 178. 5d., and before the end of 


= next week it will be increaſed to 1,658,4671. They at the ſame time 


beg to expreſs their concern at being ſo repeatedly obliged to trouble him 
on the ſubject; hoping he will give ſuch directions as may in future pre- 
vent it. ; 
To the right honourable William Pitt, 
| Ec. &c. &C, 


(No. 4. 
Reſolution of the Court of Directors, zoth of July, 1795. 
Reſolved, a 


THAT the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank be defired to 
inform the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that it is the requeſt of this 
Court that he will either adopt ſome other mode of paying the Treaſury 
Bills of Exchange, than by directing them for payment at the Bank; or 
ſo to arrange the furniſhing of money for the payment of theſe bills, that 
the amount for which the Bank ſhould be in advance, ſhall not at any 
time exceed the ſum of 500,0001., as this Court is determined to give 
orders to the caſhiers, to refuſe payment of all bills whenever the advance 
ſhall amount to ſuch ſum of 500,000]. That previouſly the Court is de- 
firous of fixing on a certain ; an with Mr. Pitt, when ſuch order ſhall take 
place; but in the mean time _— on his former and repeated promiſe to 
reduce the preſent advance as ſpeedily as poſſible. 


— 


Report of the Governor, and Reſolution of the Court of Directors, 
| 6th of Auguſt, 1795. | 


THE Governor having laid before the Court a letter from the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, which was received yeſterday at four o'clock in 
the afternoon, containing a requeſt for a farther accommodation on the 
credit of the growing ſurplus of the conſolidated fund; | 
-- Reſolved, That the conſideration of this letter be poſtponed ; and that 
the Governor and Deputy Governor be deſired to wait on Mr. Pitt, and 
| | inform him, that this Court cannot take his letter into conſideration until 
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it has received ſatisfaction reſpecting the re- payment of the monies al- 
ready advanced for payment of Treaſury Bills of Exchange, to reduce 


that account under the ſtipulated ſum of p; oo, oool. above which the 


Bank was never to be in advance; and until it has had ſufficient ſecurity 
held out that it ſhall not be called upon to make farther advances on 
this account in future: and that they do requeſt Mr. Pitt to enter into 
full explanations on this ſubject, which 1s not even touched upon in his 
letter, | 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 7th of Auguſt, 1797. 


THE Governor and Deputy Governor this day waited on Mr, Pitt at 
the hour he had appointed: When the Governor firſt obſerved to him, 
that his letter did not arrive in time to be taken into conſideration by 
the Committce on Wedneſday ; and that it was therefore of neceflity 
laid before the Court on "Thurſday, without much previous conſulta- 
tion on it in the Committee: And the Governor then read to Mr. Pitt 
the following note, as containing the ſubſtance of what paſſed upon it in 
the Court : 

The Governor having laid before the Court a letter received yeſterday 
afternoon from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, containing a requeſt for 
a farther accommodation of two millions and an half, on the growing 
produce of the conſolidated fund ; f 

Reſolved, Ihat the conſideration of this letter be poſtponed ; and that 
the Governor and Deputy Governor be defired to wait on Mr, Pitt, and 
inform him, that this Court cannot fully take his letter into conſideration 
until he has finally ſettled the arrangement, notified to him laſt week, re- 
lative to the reduction of the amount of the Treaſury Bills paid by the 
Bank, ſo that the ſum advanced may never exceed 500, oool; of which 
lis letter makes not the leaſt mention. 


(No. 6.) 


Copy of a Letter from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Reſolution 
of the Court of Directors, 13th of Auguſt, 1795. 


Gentlemen, Downing Street, 12th Auguſt, 1795. 


I HAVE to requeſt the favour of you to ſtate to your Court, that if 
they think proper to afford the accommodation which I have requeſted in 
my letter of the 5th inſtant, by taking Exchequer bills payable out of the 
grow ing produce of the conſolidated fund, they may depend upon mea- 
ſures being immediately taken for the payment of one million of the ſum 
they have advanced for the payment of bills ; and farther payments to the 
amount in the whole of another million may be made in the courſe of 
September, October, and November, in ſuch proportions as may be 
found convenient. But as freſh bills may be expected to atrive, I am 
under the neceſſity of requeſting that a latitude ſhould be allowed for the 
Payment of ſuch bills to an amount not exceeding one million; in addi- 
tion for which ſum, payment ſhall be provided before the end of February, 
or, 1f the Court materially prefer it, of January, In order to guard 
againſt any freſh diſappointment, I beg leave to ſuggeſt, that it may be 


uſeful, if from time to time you ſend me notice whenever the amount ad- 
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vanced comes within fifty thouſand pounds of the limit fixed, that war. 
rants may be prepared without delay. 
I am, &c. 


[ Commoxs, 


Governor and Deputy (Signed) Wu. Pitt, 


Governor of the Bank. 


IN the Court held this day, after reading Mr. Pitt's letter of the t :th 
of Auguſt, it was reſolved, That this Cburt do not accede to the propoſal 
contained in the ſaid letter, It was farther refolved, That the Court do 
conſent to Mr. Pitt's requeſt, in his letter of the 5th inſtant ; namely, to 
advance two millions five hundred thouſand pounds on Exchequer bills, 
on the ſecurity of the ſurplus of the conſolidated fund, to be re-paid as 
tollows : | 
About eleven hundred thouſand pounds from the produce of tlie 

quarter ending the 10th of October next; and for the remaiuder 

they are willing to wait till the ending of the quarter of the 

5th of April, 1796. 
And that the Governor and Deputy Governor be defired to inform Mr, 
Pitt, that the Court till adhere to their former reſolution, of inſilting 
that the credit on the Treaſury bills be reſtrained to 500,000). ; but that 
the Court will wait for the re- payment of one million of the money al- 
ready advanced beyond the ſaid ſum of 500,0c0l. until the latter end of 
November (if it is of eſſential ſervice to the government of the country 
that it ſhould do ſo) provided poſitive afſurance is given by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, that this additional million ſhall punctually be 
repaid at that time; and that in no caſe, if this propoſition is acceded to, 
the Bank is to be in advance beyond one million and an half for pay ment 
of the Treaſury bills, which by the end of November are to be reduced to 

oo, oool. | 
, The Court alſo requeſt, that the Governor and Deputy Governor will 
expreſs to Mr. Pitt, the earneſt defire they have, that ſome other means 
may be adopted, in the next ſeſſion of Parliament, for the future payment 
of Bills of Exchange drawn on the Treaſury, When the laſt reſol'ton 
was propoſed, Mr. Winthrop moved the following amendment, and was 
ſeconded by Mr. Simeon, to be added after the words “ Conſolidated 
Fund,” and to leave out all the remainder ; 

« Provided at leaſt two millions of the ſame ſhall be applied to 
« the diſcharge of the ſum for which the Bank is now in 
advance, on account of bills accepted by the Treaſury ; it 
« being the intention of this Court to reſtrain the amount of 
e ſuch advance to the ſum of 500,000. agreeably to their 
{© former reſolutions,” 

The ſaid amendment being put to the vote, was negatived ; and the reſo- 
lution as firſt moved was carried in the affirmative. 


Auguſt 14th, 1795. 

THE Governor and Deputy Governor, in compliance with the delire 
of the Court held yeſterday, waited this day on the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, to ſignify to him, that his letter of the 12th inſtant had been 
duly conſidered; and it was reſolved, that the propoſals which it con- 
tained could not be acceded to; and to communicate to him the far- 
ther reſolution of the Court reſpecting his requeſt in his letter 0 
the 5th inftanr, as minuted in this book yeſterday, The Governor put 
into his hands a copy of the two reſolutions, which Mr, Pitt read at- 
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tentively ; and returned ſoon after with a letter, written by himſelf, at the 
requelt of the Governor and Deputy Governor, ſignifying his acquieſcence 
in the ſaid reſolution, and promiſing punctually to comply with the con- 
ditions ſtipulated therein, 


Gentlemen, Downing Street, 14th Auguſt, 1795. 


I HAVE to requeſt the favour of you to inform your Court, that I 
agtee to the conditions ſpecified in their reſolution of yeſterday, (fee the 
note of the 14th of Auguſt,) for the advance of two millions and an half 
en the credit of the conſolidated fund; and will take care that they ſhall 
be punctually complied with, I return the paper containing the reſolu- 
tion; and am, Gentlemen, 

&c. &c. &e. 
Governor and Deputy (Signed) WM. PITT, 
Governor of the Bank. 


(No. 7.) 
Copy of a written paper delivered to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Pank of England, Sth October, 1795. 


THE very large and continued drain of bullion and ſpecie which the 
Bank has lately experienced, ariſing from the effects of the loan to the Em- 
peror, and other ſubſidies, together with the proſpect of the demand for 
geld not appearing likely ſoon to ceaſe, has excited ſuch apprehenſions in 
the Court of Directors, that, on the moſt ſerious deliberation, they deem 
it right to communicate to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the ab- 
ſclute neceflity they conceive to exiſt for diminiſhing the ſum of their 
preſent advances to Government—the laſt having been granted with ex- 

treme reluctance on their part, on his preſſing ſolicitations and ſtatement, 
| that ſerious embarrafſments would ariſe to the public ſervice, if the Bank 
; refuſed. | 

It muſt occur to Mr. Pitt's recollection, that laſt January the Governor 
and Deputy Governor of the Bank did, by inſtructions from their Court, 
formally announce to him their apprehenfions of the conſequences that 
were likely to enſue from the Emperor's loan taking place; the events By 
ſeem fully to juſtify their fears, and to render every meaſure of caution UW 
abſolutely neceſſary for their future ſafety. il 

In addition to the above cauſes, it may be proper to ſtate, that large i 
ſums are likely ſoon to be called for by the claimants of the cargoes and " 
lreights of the neutral ſhips taken, and about to be re-imburſed ; many of 
whom, as they are credibly informed, are inſtructed by their owners aud 
proprietors to take hack their returns in ſpecie or bullion. 

The preſent price of gold being from 41. 38. to 4l. 4s. per ounce, and | 
our guineas being to be purchaſed at 31. 178. 101d., clearly demonſtrates i 
the grounds of our fears; it being only neceſſary to ſtate thoſe facts to the | 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, | | 

Ever ready as the Court of Directots have been to accommodate and 
give their aſſiſtance in the ſervice of the public, they muſt now expreſs 
their hopes, that Mr. Pitt will, on the mectin g of Parliament, ſo arran 
his plans of finance, as not to depend upon the immediate advance of 5 
duties on land and malt 1796 ; and that he will be pleaſed to provide the 
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dred thouſand, part of the advance on the product of the conſolidated 


fund, in caſe it ſhall not have been previouſly paid, and alſo to re. im. 
burſe the remaining 1,400,c00l. on the ſame product in January or Fe. 
bruary, inſtead of April. 


(No. 8.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 23d of October, 1795. 


THE Governor mentioned his having heard that there might be an- 
nexed to the enſuing loan, one of 1, 400, oool. for the Emperor of Ger. 
many; and tated, that in ſuch a caſe it would be highly proper for th: 
Bank to have ſome intimation of it, that they might adopt ſuch arrange. 
ments as the meaſure would render abſolutely neee ſſary; — The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer replied, That he had not at preſent the moſt diſtant 
idea of it; though he did not pledge himſelf that on no occaſion ſuch a 
thing might happen. The Governor thanked him for his anſwer, which 
he told Mr. Pitt he received . ith pleaſure, thinking, as he did, that ano. 
ther loan of that fort would go nigh to ruin the country. The Governor 
alſo acquainted him, that the drain of caſh continued; and was likely 
to do ſo, while the bills from abroad continued to be drawn on the 

Treaſury. Mr. Pitt ſaid, they might laſt two months longer, but he be. 
lieved not longer. 


(No. 9.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 18th of November, 1793. 


THE Governor informed Mr. Pitt, that the preſent price of gold was 
41. 28. per ounce, and that the daily large drains of ſpecie from the Ban 
filed the minds of the Directors with terious apprehenſions; and that in 
the preſent ſituation of their affairs, he mult not rely en any aids from 
them, not even the vote of credit and ſupply bills. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer apologized for the warrants that were 
defigned to be applied to the reduction of the amount of the treaſury bill 
paid by the Bank, having, from the moſt urgent necellity, been otherwiſe 
applied to the payment of the troops going abroad. With reſpect to the 
million which he had promiſed ſhould be paid in the courſe of this mouth 
in farther reduction of the Treaſury bills, he ſaid his intention was to 
take out that ſum in part of the land and malt for 1796, and to pay it on 
this account, having no other means to do it by. "The Governor then 
hinted to Mr. Pitt, his apprehenſions from a rumour that a farther loan 
to the Emperor was in agitation, notwithſtanding the aſſurances which 
Mr. Pitt gave him ſome time back, that he had not then the moſt diſtai! 
idea of ſuch a meaſure. The Chancellor replied, That he then had no! 
ſuch a thought from the tardy and flow operations of the Auſtrians; but 
the face of things having fince changed, and the Auſtrian army having 
been of late very active and ſucceſsful, he confeſſed it was his opinion that 
a continvance of ſuch exertions was the ſureſt way of diltrefling the French 
and bringing them to proper terms of peace; and on this ground miniſtty 
now had it in contemplation to let the Emperor have another loan, hot 
exceeding two millions, truſting that it might be done with faſety, and 
on the conſideration that the ſubſidies of about g00,000l. per annum, 
which had been paid to diff-rent States in Germany, for troops, would 
ceaſe ; and alſo the Hills drawn for the ſupport of our army on the Cen- 
tinent, which had laſt year amounted to ncar three millions ſterling: be- 
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{de, that ſhould the loan take place, he had no objection to modify the 
{tated times for the remittance thereof, ſo as to cauſe the leaſt bad effect 
on the courſe of exchange. And he farther added, That ſhould the 
ſituation of the Bank be ſuch, as to make this meaſure a very hazardous 
one, he would, in compliance with our requeſt, overlook every other con- 
ſideration and abandon the loan, Ihe Governor and Deputy Governor 
then told Mr. Put, that they would take the ſenſe of their Court to— 
morrow on the advances, which he wiſhed to have on the land and malt 
of 1796, and wait upon him with the determination of the Court as ſoon 
as it ſhould break up. 


(No. 10.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 2oth of November, 
1795 


THE Court of Directors having, on a conſideration of the advances 
propoſed by the Chancellor of the Lxchequer on the land and malt 1796, 
re{ylved to let Lim have the ſum of one million, under the reſtriction that 
it be immediately applied to the diſcharge of ſo much of the Bank's ad- 
vance on the Treaſury bills: and alſo a farther advance of 500,000. 
for his preſent accommodation: The Governor and Deputy Governor 
went, as ſoon as the Court was over, to wait on the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to acquaint him thereof, But at the ſame time the Governor 
mentioned to him, that it was the expectation of the Court, that he 
ſhould not take up any more on this fund until about February next, and 
then gradually, aus the advance on the former year would be coming in. 
Ihe Governor alſo ſaid, that from the preſent ſituation of matters at the 
Ek, and from appearances for the future, it would be abſolutely out of 
the power of the Court to make the advance, which had been done be- 
Ir”, of 2, Foo, oool. on the vote of credit which might be paſſed this 
ſelion; and he felt it right to announce this in time to Mr. Pitt, before 
the loan, that he might make his arrangements accordingly: - Which 
Mr. Pitt thanked him for having mentioned; ſaid he ſuppoled he might 
nature to iſſue about 1,500,000. of ſuch Exchequer bills to the Public; 
ar! that he muſt provide for the other million by an addition to the loan. 
The Governor then repeated to Mr. Pitt, the abſolute determination of 
the Court to have the advance on the Treaſury bills quite cleared off, by 
an early payment out of the monies received in part of the loan. 


(No. 11.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 12th of December, 
1795 

IN conſequence of a meſſage from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the Governor and Deputy Governor waited upon him this day; when he 
returned to them the paper which contained the copy of the Court's re- 
lolution made on the 3d inſtant. 

The Governor renewed the ſubject of the payment of the Treaſury 
bills to Mr. Pitt, which amount now to 2,670,000l. ; but Mr. Pitt ſaid, 
the money hitherto received on account of the preſent loan, ſhould be 
applied to the payment thereof, and a farther ſum out of the payments in 
full, until that advance was reduced to 500,000l, . 
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(No. 12.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 8th of January, 1796. 


THE Governor and Deputy Governor this day waited on the Chan. 
cellor of the t xch:quer, by his deſire, When he mentioned to them his 
requeſt that the ank would accommodate him with an advance of 
520,000l. which he wanted for the purpoſe of paying off ſums due 19 
the army agents, and for which he would pledge Exchequer bills on the 
land and malt of the preſent year; and if the payments made upon tie 
loan for this year ſhouid amount in all before the end of this month to 
above 5,8c0,000). the exce's beyond that ſum, as far as 500,090, ſnoul( 
be employed in re-paying the Bank's advance on the Exchequer bills on 
the credit of the grow ing produce of the conſolidated fund for the fervice 
of the laſt vear. The Governor told Mr, Pitt, that he did not think the 
Court would object : fuch an advance, and deſired him to write an oe 
cial letter in time to be laid before the nent Court for that purpoſe, 

Mr. Pitt ſaid, he had an immediate necetiitv for 200,60c1. : which 
the Governor {aid he might take up directly; not doubting that it woul! 
proved of by the Court of Directors, 


(No. 13.) 
The Governor's Report, and Reſolution of the Court of Directors, 28th 
of January, 1796. 

THE Governor having informed the Court, that a notice was brought 
this morning from the Freaſury, that certain bills drawn on the Commyl- 
ſioners of the Treaſury, amounting to the ſum of 201,000], would fall 
due on Wedneſday the zd of February, and were directed far pay ment 
at the Bank; and that the ſum now in advance on Ireaſury bills is 
1,157,000. ; : 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Governor do give directions to the 
caſhiers not to advance any money for the payment of theſe bills, nor to 
diſcharge any part of the ſame, unleſs money ſnail be ſent down for the 
purpoſe ; in which caſe ſuch money is to be appropriated excluſively for 
the diſcharge of theſe bills, 

Reſolved, That the Governor, Deputy Governor, and a Deputation 
from this Court, do wait on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with a 
copy of the above reſolution ; and do farther. reſpectfully lay before him, 
the determination of the Court not to continue an, longer the mode ot 
advancing the payment of Treaſury bills, than to ſuch time as ihall be 
fixed on between Mr. Pitt and the Deputation before- mentioned, which 
time the Court hopes will not be fixed for a diſtant day. 


| (No. 14.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 29th of January, 
1796. 

THE Governor and Deputy Governor, with Mr. Peters and Mr. Bo- 
ſanquet, waited on Mr, Pitt this day with the reſolution of the Court, as 
ſtated in the foregoing minute. He dwelt much on, the inconvenience 
which it would put him to, to comply with it; but after ſome converls- 
tion, ſaid he would-arrange his affairs, ſo as to provide the money in time 
for the payment of the Treaſury bills due on the 3d of February, by ap- 
plying to that purpoſe money which he had deſtined for other ſervices. 
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As to fixing a period when the payment of the 'T reaſury bills fall no 
longer be referred to the Bans, Mr. Pitt ceclars.. antelf ugade to ſettle 
that at ſuch a ſhort notice; but that he ? ⏑‚⏑»— N the ſitustion of 
his pay ments, and endeavour to form ſuch a plan s ona potunle and 
hoped to be able to conclude it by Friday the gti. wt £21 ary, when he 
would expect to ſee the Deputation again. 


(No. 15.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 5th of February, 1796. 


THE Governor, Deputy Governor, Mr. Peters, and Mr. Poſanquet, 
this day waited upon Mr. Piit ag ai, according to appointment, io hear 
his determination about the lattar part of the Court's reſolution, oa the 
28th ultimo, as to fixing a time den the prefe uw mode of paying the 
Treaſury bills in advance thuuld be brought to a periot, Mr. Pitt, aiter 
much cor verſat on on the: ſubject, ſaid, |} hat meaſures were now takin 
for a pay ment of 520,000l. more on this acceunt, io the Bank, which 
would reduce their advance on ibis ſcore to under 20.000). ; bur that as 
natters were ſituated, he could not foreſee a poſſibility of paying the re- 
mzinder, and quite finiſhing the account, till Maß or June text; for that 
as ſome part of our cavalry had not een brought hone from G rmany, 
there muſt ſtill be ſome monies drawn for thei charges, bur he did not 
think it could amount to above 300,0c0!, more in the whole, Mr. itt, 
however, ſaid, he would digeſt bis ideas on this ſubject mor ep rticularie, 
and ſend a letter with a propoſal to the Bank Court againit next 
thurſday, | 

Mr. Pitt dwelt much on the neceſſity of ſome farther ſupport to be given 
to the Emperor, to enable him to continue his eftorts agantt the French, 
as the molt probable means, of bringing the war to an end; but knowing 
the ſentiments of the Directors of the Bank to he againſt any ſuch aſſiſtance 
in money, he pro: niſed that he would not commit himſelf to any engage- 
ment for a farther loan to the  mperor, without a previous communica- 
tion on the ſubject with the Gentlemen of the Bank. 

Mr. Pitt read ſome extracts of letters from the Britiſh Reſident and 
others at Hamburgh, which mentioned that large quantities of Engliſh 
euineas were imported thicher by the packets from Yarmouth ; and one 
ment! ned that the guineas were melted down on arrival there, Mr, Pitt 
fad, that attention ſhould be paid to this circumſtance at the ports from 
wiich the packets ſailed, 


(No. 16.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 12th of February, 
1796, 

THE Governor told Mr, Pitt, 'That the Court had received his letter 
of the 11th inftant, and wou!2 comply with his deſire of continuing to 
pay the "Treatury bills as uſual till May, when he hoped it would be to- 
tally done away ; and that he might look to a temporary accommoda- 
non of 500,0001. in the interval; but abſolutely required, that it ſhould 
never exceed that ſum, 

Mr, Pitt ſaid, That as far as lay in his power, it ſhould not exceed it; 

ut that demanc!s did ariſe occaſionally which he could not foreſee, but 
which the public ſervice required to be provided for; a if the money 


rom the loan did not flow in faſt enough, he might b. obliged to have 
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recourſe for temporary aſſiſtance to the Bank; and that it lay with the 
Court of Directors to judge wacther they chote to accommodate the pub. 


lic or not. 


(Nao. 17.) 
Tarterview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 11th of April, 1796. 


Ji. Governor and Deputy Governor this day waited on the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer at his deſire; when he informed them, that be 
meant to propoſe in Parliament a farther loan ot about tix alfllions and 
a half, in order to fund the four millions of Exchequer bills, which the 
Bank holds on che ſupply and vote of credit of 1795; two millions of 
Exchequer bills which have iſſued to the public, and about halt a million, 
the amount of navy bills held by the Bank, due in the months when he 
means tc fund them, but which the Governor had infor:ucd Mr. Pitt that 
the Bk cboſe to nave the payment of. Mr. Pitt fatd, he hoped to be 
able wo bring this matter before the Houſe on Monday next the ; Sth in. 
nant; and would deſire the Governor and Deputy Governor to come on 
ſome day this wech. to a previous mecting with the parties who were to 
be concerned in this buſineſs. 


(No. 18.) 
The Governor's Report, and Reſolution of the Court of Directors, 19th 
of Mav, 1796. 

THE Governor having informed the Court, That the preſent advance 
on Treaſury Bills of Exchange is 835, oool. beyond which there is a no- 
tice now lying in the Houſe of a farther ſum of about 20v,cocl, which 
will ſhortly become due; and that a notice was brought on Monday lall 
from the Treu iury, containing a liſt of bills drawn on the Commilitoners 
to the ſum of , oval. more, of which the principle part would tail due 
on the -2gth intant, which were directed for payment at the Bank: the 
Court refulved, That a repreſentation in writing ſhould be made to the 
Cbanccllor of the Exchequer on the ſubject. 


(No. 19.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 24th of May, 1796. 


IN conſequence of an appointment from the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, the Covernor and Deputy Governor waited upon bim this day, 
with a view to lay before him the reſolution entered into by the Court 
on che 19th inſtant ; but they found him ſo impreſſed with the neceiſity 
of providing the funds to pay off the Treaſury bills for go0,0001. and 
that he had formed his plan for the liquidation thereof, that they thought 
it pruvent to withhold the reſolution from him. 


Mr. Pitt explained his meaſure in the following letter to the Governor 
and Deputy Governor, which he wrote while they were with him, viz. 


Gentlemen, Downing Street, 25th May, 1796. 


I BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of your Court, that 
a warrant is directed for the iſſue of 902,00c1, for the payment of the bills 
to become due to that amount in the courſe of the preſent week. I mul 
at the ſame time deſire you to requeſt of the Court, in conſequence of the 


preſſure ariſing from this unexpected payment, that they will accommo- 


] 
1 
l 
y 
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date Government by advancing a ſum of 200, oool. to the account of the 
Paymaſter General, to be repaid out of the caſh to be received on the next 
payment of the loan of 7,500,000]. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 
Governor and Deputy (S. gned) Wu. Prirr. 
Governor of the Bank. 


The Governor afterwarc's mentioned in converſation the defire of the 
Court to have the new arrangements made which ſhould eaſe the Bank 
from the payment of the Treaſury bills. "The promiſe to which point Mr. 
Pitt acknowledged to have made; but being exceflively hurried with a 
variety of huſineſs, and abuut to ſet off to attend the clection at Cam- 
bridge, he defired leave to deier this object until fome time next week, 
aſter his return, when he would reſume it. 


(No. 20). 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 14th of June, 1796. 


THE Governor and Deputy Governor this day waited on Mr, Pitt 
ith a ſtatement of the Treaſury bills paid by the Bank, which advance 
now to the fum of — — — LJ. 1,002,555 6 4 
and of bills already adviſed, but not yet due — 230,093 16 1 


4. 1,232,049 2 5 
and requeſted that ſpeedy meaſures might be taken to pay off the ſame.— 
Mr, Pitt told them, That he had made arrangements to pay off the 
200,000, which he had borrowed (as by his letter of the 25th of May, 
copied in the private minute book of the Court), and allo for the pay- 
ent of $c0,0c0). out of the monies received on the lait loan, for which 
de would take up Exchequer bills to that amount on the vote of credit 
of 1795; and in conſequence of theſe payments, he hoped the Bank 
would have patience to wait for the diſcharge of the advance on the 


Treaſury bills above-mentioned until the quarter ending the 5th of July, 


of the conſolidated fund, when the ſurplus thereof ſhould be applied to 


that purpoſe—Which the Governor ſaid he ſhould refer to the Court for 
their opinion. 


(No. 21.) 


Copy of a Letter from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Reſolution 
of the Court of Directors, 21ſt of July, 1796. 


Downing Street, 
Gentlemen, Wedneſday, 20th of July, 1796. 


AS the preſſure of demands for the public ſervice, at the preſent mo- 
ment, prevents the payment in caſh of the ſum advanced by the Bank on 
Treaſury bills, I ſhould conſider it as a great accommodation if the Court 
would accept of Exchequer bills on the vote of credit, to the amount of 
the ſum now due beyond five hundred thouſand pounds. I would alſo beg 
the favour of you to propoſe to the Court, in order to guard againſt any far- 
ther exceſs on that point, that any farther ſums to be advanced for Trea- 
ſury bills ſhould be paid in Exchequer bills, on the credit of the conſoli- 
dated fund, at the end of each month. I am alſo under the indiſpenſable 
necellity of expreſſing my earneſt hope, that the Court will be ipduced ts 
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make a preſent advance of eight hun lred thouſand pounds, on the credit 
of the conſolidated fund, which will enable me to make proviſion for the 
preſent demands, and to pay immediately the four hundred thoufand 
pounds lately advanced by the Bank, and the Navy Bills now due. I (hal} 
alſo be oblizeJ to requeſt a farther advance d he like ſum of eigh hun. 
dred thouſand pounds, on the ſame fecurity, towards the end of th gonth 
of Auguſt. It gives me much concern to be oed to apply for un ac. 
commodation to ſo large an extent; but I cannot too Rrongly wpreſent 
how neceſſary it is for the public ſervice: and 1 truit the very lalge re. 
payments which are ſecured to the Bank in the courſe of the preſent year, 
will admit of their making theſe temporary advances at a period whey 
they are peculiarly important. 
I have the honcur to be, &c, 
Governor and Deputy) (Signed) War. Pitt. 
Governor of the Bank. 


P. S. In cafe the Bank ſhould find it neceſſary (which I hope will not 
be the caſe) to diſpoſe of any of the Exchequer bills on the vote of credit, 
before proviſion is made for their diſcharge, and any loſs ſhould arif trim 
their being at a diſcount in the market, I ſnheuld of courſe propulc that 
ſuch a loſs ſhould be made good by the Public, 


After a debate on the ſubject of this letter, the Court came to the fel. 
lowing r<iviution thereon ; 

Reſolved, 'That this Court do conſent to receive payment for the 
amount of advances on th Treaſury bills which have bꝛen and fall be 

id before the nrit of Auguſt, beyond the ſum of 520,0950)., and which 
will be 867,700! in Exctcyuer bills iſſued on the vote of credit ot 
the preſent year, under the ittpulation of indemnity from Jots on the 
ſale propoſed by Mr. Pitt, and to wave their claim of re- pay ment 
of the 505,000]. till the meeting of Parliament; when the Cour: 
will expect that this mode of paying Treaſury bills ſhall be totally 
done away. 

Reſol ed, That the Court do not conſent to advance any more money 
for the payment of ſuch bills which fall due after the firſt of Auguit, 

Reſolve!, That the Court do conſent to the other part of the letter, to 
advance the ſum of 809.9col. on the credit of Exchequer bills on the 
conſaliiated fund, on condition of being paid off the 450,000. lately 
advanced to Government, ind the Navy bills due and coming due; but 
they do not conſent to advance the ſecond ſum of $09,000). in the mont! 
of. Auguſt. 

The Governor, Deputy Governor, with Mr. Darell and Mr. Samuel 
Thornton, were Cefired by the Court to carry up theſe reſolutions to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; which they did as ſoon as the Court broke 
up. And being admitted, they gave a copy of the reſolutions to Mr. itt, 
who having read them attentively ov-r, faid, © He was obliged to the 
Court for what they did grant, which he ſhould accept of; but add:d, 
that it would be of no material uſe, in the preſent circumitances of ine 
& nation, unleſs the other requiitions which he had made, were complic 
« with, That he mut refer e affair again in a more pointed manner t0 
& the re-confideration 4 the Court, which he would do in a lettär to be 
« ſent to the Bank next Hueſday morning, for the previous deliberation 
% of the Committee; «nd that he woul4 be glad to fee the Governor 4 
„% Deputy. Governor again before the next Court ſhould meęt.. 


give 


conti 
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(No. 22), 


Copy or a Letter from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Reſolution 
of che Court of Directors, 28th of July, 1796. 


Downing Street, 
Gentleren, Wedneſday, July 27th. 


AFTE?X attentively conſidering the reſolutions of your Court, which 
I received from you on Thurlday laſt, 1 feel it an indiſpenſable duty, how- 
ever unwilling Jam to urge any reqaeſt which appe+rs to them liable to 
anv dithculty or obig tion, to repretent to you, in the molt earneſt man- 
ner, that ir will be impoſſible to avoid the moſt ſerious and diſtreſſing em- 
bartaſl nents to the public ſervice, unleſs in addition to the accommoda- 
tion which has been already agreed to for the preſent month, the Court 
can conſent to advance the ſe-ond ſum of So, oool. in the month of Au- 
gutt, and can alſo make proviſion for the payment of ſuch farther Trea- 
fury bills as may fall due in the next month, or as may be drawn payable 
in September and October. With reſpect to thoſe tor the two latter 
months, as none ſuch have yet been accepted, I ſhould hope an arrange- 
ment may de made for accepting them, payable at a period ſubſequent to 
October, by which means the inconveaience of the advance may poſſibly 
be in a great degree obviated. I mult requeit you to take the firſt oppor- 
tunity of laying this application before your Court, and_to ſtate to them, 
that objects of the utmoſt importance to the Public are involved in their 
determination upon it. 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 
Governor and Deputy (Signed) Wu. Prrr. 
Governor of the Bank. 


Reſolved, That this Court do agree to advance, for the ſervice of the 
Public, the ſum of Soo, oool. towards the end of the month of Auguſt, 
on the ſecurity of Exchequer bills to be iſſued under the act of Parlia- 
ment on the ſurplus of the conſolidated fund; and that ſuch Treaſury 
bills as have been accepted, and ſhall fall due during the month of Au- 
goit, be likewiſe diſcharged on a depoſit of like Exchequer bills to be 
Wued on the conſolidated fund to an equal amount, which bills have 
been _ by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to be about the ſum of 
300, Cool. 

That this Court do not engage to advance for any ſum of Treaſu 
bills which may be drawn, and ſhall fall due after the month of Auguit, 

| That this Court do expect that the Chancellor of the Exchequer will 
give a promiſe that a new mode of paying the Treaſury bills ſhall be 
adopted immediately on the meeting of Parliament, as this Court will not 
continue the mode of diſcharging them any longer. 


Reſolved, That the Court, having granted this accommodation with 
great reluctance, and contrary to their withes, the Governor be defired to 
preſent to Mr. Pitt, a c py of the following memorial; and requeſt of 
bim, that, for the juſtification of the Court of Directors, the ſame may be 
lad before His Majeſty's Cabinet: 

" 1 he Court of rectors of the Bank of England, fully ſenſible of the 
alarming and dangeron. tration of the pub! reit of this Kingdom, 
and deeply impreſſed with the communication lately made to them by the 
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right honourable William Pitt, both by letter and in a conference with 
the Governor and Deputy Governor, are very willing and deſirous to do 
every thing in their power to ſupport the national credit, and to enahie 
His Majeſty's Miniſters to carry on the public ſervice; but in complying 
with the requeſt made to them by the right honourable William Pitt, in 
his letter of the 27th inſtant, they think that they ſhould be wanting in 
their duty to their Proprietors, and to the Public, if that compliance was 
not accompanied with the following moſt ſerious and ſolemn remon. 
ſtrance; which, for the juſtification of their court, they deſire may be 
laid before His Majeſty's Cabinet. 

They beg leave to declare, that nothing could induce them, under 
the preſent circumſtances, to comply with the demand now made upon 

them, but the dread that their 2 might be productive of a greater 
evil, and nothing but the extreme preſſure and exigency of the caſe can 
in any ſhape juſtify them for acceding to this meaſure; and they appre- 
hend, that in ſo doing they render themſelves, totally incapable of grant. 
ing any farther aſſiſtance to Government during the remainder of thi 
year, and unable even to make the uſual advances on the land and malt 
for the enſuing year, ſhould thoſe bills be paſſed before Chriſtmas.” 

„ They likewiſe conſent to this meaſure, in a firm reliance that the 
ted promiſes ſo frequently made to them, that the advances on the 
Treaſury bills ſhould be completely done away, may be actually fulfilled 
at the next meeting of Parliament, and the neceſſary arrangements taken to 
prevent the ſame from ever happening again, as they conceive it to be an 
unconſtitutional mode of raiſing money, what they are not warranted by 
their charter to conſent to, and an advance always extremely inconve- 


nient to themſelves.” 


(No. 23.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, gth Auguſt, 1796. 


SOME liſts of Treaſury bills accepted, payable at the Bank, of which 
about 37, oool. fall due in September and October, being brought down 
to the Bank, the Governor and Deputy Governor this day waited on Mi 
Pitt, to mention this matter to him; and to remind him, that the Court 
had reſolved not to pay any bills on the Treaſury due in thoſe months, 
unleſs proviſion was made for the ſame by the Treaſury. Mr. Pitt thanked 
them for the attention, and told them, that it was meant to prepare money 
at the Bank for the diſcharge of thoſe bills. 


(No. 24. 


At a Court of Directors at the Bank, on Thurſday the 3d of November, 


1796. 


The following Letter from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, addreſſed 
to the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank of England, hav 


been read, viz. 


I HAVE to requelt you to repreſent to you 
tribute eſſentially to the public ſervice, if they think 1 * to advance 
the amount (as it may be wanted) of Exchequer bills uſually ra! 


Gentlemen, 


Downing Street, Nov. zd, 1796. 


r Court, that it will con 
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the land and malt; and that I ſhall, in that caſe, be enabled to make pro- 
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viſion for the payment of the balance now due on Treaſury bills, at ſuch 
time and in ſuch proportions as may be agreed upon by them. 
I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) Wm, Pirr. 


Reſolved, That the Lords of the Treaſury be accommodated with the 
ſum of 2,750,000. on the land and malt taxes 1797, on the following 
conditions: That the ſum of 1,513,3451. 198. 7d. already advanced by 
the Bank on "Treaſury Bills of Exchange, be paid thereout; and that all 
the Treaſury. bills directed to be paid at the Bank, which ſhall fall due in 
the months of November and December, ſhall be diſcharged and ſatis- 
fied by money to be ſent down for the purpoſe ; and that from the firſt 
lay of January, 1797, proviſion ſhall be made, on notice that bills have 
been accepted to the amount of 100, oool., that money or Exchequer 
hills to that amount ſhall be iſſued to the Bank three days before the 
whole fam becomes due. The Government was deſired to inform the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer with the above reſolution, and at the ſame 
time mention to him, that the Court intended to adhere ſtrictly to theſe 


terms, and hoped he would give directions that no alteration ſhould take 
place reſpecting them, | 


(No. 25.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, iſt of February, 1797. 


THE Governor and Deputy Governor yeſterday waited upon the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to repreſent to him how uneaſy the Court 
were at their large advances for Government, and eſpecially on the Trea- 
jury bills paid, which now amounted to 1,554,6351., and would ina few 
days be augmented to 1,819,818]. ; and required that ſome effective mea- 
ſure ſhould be immediately taken for the payment of the whole of this 
8 had been ſo ſeriouſly promiſed them ſhould be done at the opening 
07 this year, 

Mr, Pitt acknowledged his intentions, and wiſh 'to have done it ; but 
ald, that he had heen prevented by the very prefling calls for various other 
iervices, He ſaid, however, he would confider over his payments and 
reſources, and would endeavour to form ſome plan, for the re-payment 
of the Treaſury bills, againſt the next day, when the Governor and De- 
puty Governor were to wait upon him again about the buſineſs of the 
national ſtock, Accordingly, this day Mr. Pitt reſumed the ſubject, and 
laid, that he was endeavouring to ſell Exchequer bills; out of which he 
hoped to be able to pay about 300,001. at preſent ; which the Governor 


wiſhed him to do, that the Bank might be provided for the bills now - 


falling due. Mr. Pitt ſaid, as to future payment he believed he could 
propoſe to pay every week about 1 50, oool., or in that proportion, until 
the whole ſum now due was paid off, Mer. Pitt, however, hinted in con- 
verſation, that another large ſum of bills had appeared from St. Do- 
minzo. The Governor-begged he would give us an idea to what amount 
they were. He ſaid, about 700,000l.; on which the Governor ex- 
preſſ:d great apprehenſion about ſuch an acceſs to the preſent advance z 
and begged of Mr. Pitt to put off the acceptance of theſe freſh bills, 
or, at Jeaſt, to protract the acceptance of them to a term of two months 
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beyond their tenor; which, he ſaid, he would conſider about, and take 
his reſolution. | 

The Governor then deſired Mr, Pitt to write a letter office to him 
and he would lay 15 before the Court, ani take their reſoluticns urn 1 
Mr. Pitt then hinted that he ſhould want ſome money to fend te IH ad, 
that he had bcen applied to for a large ſum, but that 200, ccol. in A cie 
would be neceſſary. The Governor and Deputy Governor told hi..,, (| at 
any farther drain of caſh from the Bank wouid, in theſe times, b very 
dangerous, as they acknowledged that the caſh had been very material; 
leſſened of late, and they therefore begged of him to try if 100, cocl. 
would not be ſuſſicient. 5 


(No. 26.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 3d of Februarr, 179", 


THE Governor and Deputy Governor this day waited on Mir. Pitt. tg 
mention to him that his letter, which contained the engagement to Iiqvi— 
date the preſent advance on Treaſury bills, was yeſterday laid before the 
Court; who, after a long debate on the ſubject, had ſubmitted to tl 
plan as 74 gg by him; but that, by the direction of the Court, iv re. 
commended a punctual pertormance of che payments promiſed—\/\ hich 
Mr. Pitt ſaid ſhould certainly be obſerved ; and that he had hopes of be. 
ing able to pay it off, even quicker than he had propoſed, 


(No. 27). 
Reſolution of the Court of Directors, and Deputation's Interview with the 
| Chancellor of the Exchequer, ioth of February, 1797. 


THE, Committee met this day, and taking into their moſt ſerious 
conſideration the certainty, which now threatens us, that Mr. Pitt will 
be obliged to bring forward here a loan for Ireland, to the amount of 
1,500,000. ; and the evils which will probably follow on ſuch a meaſure 
to this Houſe, by the ſending over to that country a great part of the ſum 
in ſpecie—they refolved to aik of Mr. Pitt, a conſiderable reduction of 
the Bank's preſent advances to Government, to be raiſed, as he hinted, by 
a new loan: and they made out a ſtatement for that purpoſe to be pre. 
ſented to him, which was as follows : ; 


| L. 

Arrears of advance on land and malt 1794 — 337,080 
Ditto ditto — — 1795 — 491, oco 
Ditto ditto — — 1796 — 2,392,000 
Exchequer bills on vote of credit —— — 9g68,8c0 
Ditto on conſolidated fund 1796 — — 1,323,000 
Treaſury bills pad — — — 1,674,645 

J. 7.186, 445 
Beſides arrears of intereſt due, cc. — — 400,000 


They deſired that a deputation of the Governor, Deputy Governor, 
Mr. Boſanquet, and Mr. S. Thornton, would go up to Mr. Pitt; and re- 
queſt, that if the Iriſh loan muſt take place, he would undertake firſt to 
arrange the re-payment of the above ſum to the Bank, as the only means 
which the Committee can propoſe for the defence of the Bank againſt thx 
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And the Committee alſo defired, that, it neceſſary, a Special Court 
of Directors might be ſummoned to me.t, on this buſineſs, on Monday 
next, at twelve o'clock, that the buſineſs may be brought before the 
Court, 

In conſequence of the above reſolution, the Governor, and other gen- 
tlemen deputed, went to Mr. Pitt, ſhewed him the ſtatement of the Bank's 
demands on Goverament, which they withed to have paid off, or ſo ar- 
ranged before the ſettizment of tke Iriſh loan, ; Mr. Pitt, on the article of 
the Ireaſury bills, ſaid, that he had already laid his plan for the diſcharge 
of that article, which he meant to adhere to, and that therefore this article 
migl;t be left out of tue preſent agreement; and that he would lay his 
plan for the liquidation of the reſt, by an addition to the late voluntary 
loan, or by ſome other meature as might be moſt forcible, The Deputa- 
tion ; reiled on him the neceflity of attending, in his plans, to the point 
of wasing the paymy uts to the Bank preceae thoſe which might be fixed 
for the Irin loan. "They alſo infurmed him of tl.cir intention to call a 
special Court of Directors, to impart their bu ſineſs to them, which 
might be held on Monday or i ve{day next, as might beſt ſuit Vir, Pitt. 
He begged it might be called on Monday, as he taid that Mr, Pelham, 
the Secictary of Stare for Ireland, had been her- {ome days on this buſi- 
neſs, and that it was of the utmoſt conſequence that the matter ſhould 
he xed, and advice ſent over to that country of it as ſoon as poſ- 
ble. On which the Governor told Mr. Pitt, that a Court cf Directors 
mould be ſummoned fer Monday; and requeſted, that he would furniſh 
him with a letter, explanatory of the buſineſs, to be laid betore the 
Court; which Mr. Pitt promited ſhould be ſent to the Bank either to- 
morrow, or on Sunday. 


(No. 28.) 


Letter from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and opinions of the Court 
of Directors. 


Gentlemen, Downing Street, 15thof February, 1797. 

SINCE our laſt converſation J have turned my attention to an idea, 
which has been ſuggeſted to me, of railing the money wanted for Ireland, 
35 part of one loan together with that which may be requiſite here, and 
ef lea ing the time and mode of remittance to be ſettled between the 
Logliti and Triſh Governments, according to circumſtances. Such a 
mature might poſſibly prevent ſome inconvenience, which would ariſe 
iron there being otherwiſe two loans on the market at the ſame time, 
ad might alſo give better means of regulating the remittance in the 
manner Jeait inconvenient. It would at the ſame time hardly fail to be 
xceptable to Irel;nd, as it would probably procure money for them at a 
much cheaper rate than they could otherwiſe borrow it. I have to re- 
queſt the favour of you to learn the ſentiments of yourt Court on this 
boint, and to communicate to me the reſult, ; 

| have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 


Governor and Deputy (Signed) Wu. Prrr. 
Governor of the Bank. | 


After a debate on the ſubject of this letter, it was the opinion of the 
ourt, that it might be better for the Miniſter of this country to have the 
controul over the remittance of the ſum intended for Ireland, than, by 
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an open loan for Ireland, to leave in the power of that Government tg 
draw the money away, without any conſideration of the cafe of the Bank. 
And the Governor and Deputy — and Mr. S. Thornton, were 
deſired to wait on Mr. Pitt with the following obſervation on his letter 
as dictated by the Court: : 

It is the opinion of this Court, That the plan of adding to the in. 
* tended Engliſh loan, the ſum that has been propoſed to be raiſed here 
«« for the Government of Ireland, and of making the remittances at ſuch 
* periods, and in ſuch manner, as may be leaſt inconvenient, is prefer. 
6 able to the railing an Iriſh loan in England by itſelf, and fixing the 
« payments and remittances in a manner, which cannot be varied accord- 
ing to circumſtances, 

« But the Court muſt repeat their apprehenſions, that any meaſure 
« which tends to carry money out of the country, is replete with alarm- 
« ing conſequences to the Bank of England.“ 

The paper containing the above was accordingly carried up to Mr, 
Pitt, who read it with attention, and then returned it. 


(No. 29.) 
Reſolution of the Court of Ditectors, 23d of February, 1797. 


„ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, that the "Treaſury 
« Bills of Exchange ſhall be paid, which will become due in the courſe ol 
“ next week, to the amount of about 1 50,0001. ; but that no other Tre. 
% ſury Bills of Exchange ſhall be paid by this Houſe, until money be 
« iſſued to the Bank to pay the fame,” 

The Governor and Deputy Governor were deſired to go and wait upon. 
Mr. Pitt with the above reſolution, as ſoon as the Court broke up. 


(No. 30.) 
Addition to (No. 26). 


THE Governor mentioned to Mr. Pitt, the great diſtreſs and incen. 
venience which the Bank, the Bankers, and the Public, ſuffered for wan! 
of a freſh coinage of filver, and requeſted the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer to take ſome early meaſures for a redreſs thereof by a new comage, 
at leaſt of ſome part of what would be wanted, 


(No. 31.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 18th of February, 
1797. 


THE Governor and Deputy Governor this day waited upon the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer, by his appointment; when he mentioned to 
them, that he was exceedingly preſſed by the Government of Ireland, to 
allow them to raiſe a loan in this country; and he thought that about 
1, Foo, oool. would be the ſum. He knew it would be a difficult and 
unpleaſant meaſure to be carried through, but thought it right to ſpeax 
to the Governor of the Bank about it. The Governor immediate“ 
told Mr. Pitt, that ſuch a ſcheme muſt have ihe worſt effect poſſible; 
that it would cauſe the ruin of the Bank ; for that ſuch a loan raiſed 
here would all be ſent over in money to Ireland, and would drain mu 
of our ſpecie from us. Mr. Pitt defired that the matter might at preſent 
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he only commynicated to the Committee of Treaſury, but not to the 
Court of Directors: which the Governor promiſed to do, and to wait 
upon him again to-morrow with Mr. Puget, as Mr, Pitt wiſhed to ſpeak 
with him alſo on the ſubject. ; 


Hi 
i" 
(No. 32.) 1 
L488 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, gth of February, 1797. 1 
THE Governor this day communicated to the Committee, the circum- þ hh 
tance mentioned by Mr, Pitt yeſterday, about a farther loan for Ireland, 1 
which ftruck them all as likely to produce the moſt diſaſtrous conſe- 1 
quences to the Houſe. And the Committee joined in opinion fully, that 1 
* . o 8 . . - ˖ "v. 4 
the Governor in his interview with Mr. Pitt to-day, ſhould tell him, 1 


that under the preſent ſtate of the Bank's advances to Government here, 
ſuch a meaſure would threaten ruin to the Houſe, and moſt probably 14 
bring us under the necefiity to ſhut up our doors. 4.0 

After the Court this day, the Governor, with Mr. S. Thornton, (as the 1 
Deputy could not attend) and Mr. Puget, waited on Mr. Pitt; who told + 
them, that notwithſtanding the difficulties and dangers which they fore- 184 
ſaw by his carrying into execution a farther loan for Ireland, he found it 9 
to be a meaſure of Government abſolutely neceſſary; but that he would 
do every thing he could to obviate the difficulties, by making the Bank 
more eaſy in other points; and he propoſed to raiſe, by an addition to 
the preſent voluntary loan, or by other means, with the conſent of the 
ſubſcribers to that loan, whatever ſum the Bank might defire to be paid 
off from its advances to Government. He propoſed this, from an opinion 
that it was poſſibly in the power of the Bank to render itſelf fate by the 
diminution of its outſtanding notes; and he added that he wiſhed this 
reduction of their notes to be effected by a diminution of their advances 
to Government rather than by leſſening their commercial diſcounts, 

On the Governor's ſtating, that in the event of the meaſure of an 1 
Iriſh loan being effected here, the Bank would probably think it neceſ- Ut 
ſary to reſtrain their advances, both to Government and to the Public, 9 
by way of diſcount : — Mr. Pitt anſwered, He had rather pay back five 
millions to the Bank, than that they ſhould reſtrain their diſcounts three 
millions; or to that effet, Mr. Pitt expreſſed an opinion that a good 
deal of the money that had been taken from this country laſt year was 
returned ; and, perhaps, kept back in London, or in other parts of the 
kingdom, from whence he hoped to draw the reſources he wants by a 
loan under the propoſed circumitances. Some diſcuſſion took place with 
Mr. Puget, whether a part at leaſt of the Iriſh loan might not be ne 
tiated in Ireland: and reaſon was given to think that a trial for this 
would be made. Mr. Puget ſuggeſted, that a pecuniary aſſiſtance given 
by this Government to the Iriſh Government might be preferable to a 
loan, as the money might be demanded back when there was preſſing 
oecaſion for it: but Mr. Pitt was of opinion, that if the neceſſity to 
call it back ſhould ariſe, Ireland would not be able to pay it; whereas 
be hoped the ſpecie would ſind its way back, by the regular courſe of 
trade, as ſoon as the internal ſtate of that country would permit. 

Mr. Pitt propoſed that the re-payment to the Bank ſhould be made 
proportionate to the inſtalments on the Triſh loan, or to exceed them con- 


ſiderably if deſited: alſo that no diſcount for prompt payment ſhould be 
made on the Iriſh loan, 5 
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' On their return from Mr. Pitt, the Governor ordered a 'Ccommitice to 
- be ſummoned to meet to-morrow, on very ſpecial affairs, at tu clue 
o'clock. : . 


(No. 33.) 
Letter from the Chancellor of Exchequer, and Reſolution of the Court 
20 of Directors 13th of February, 1797. 

AT a Court of Directors heid this day on ſpecial atfairs, the Governor 
laid before the Court the matter which had been propoſed to the Com— 
mittee of the Treaſury by Mr, Pitt, and which had been the ſubject of 
the ſeveral minutes of the Committee on the Sch, gth, and 10th inſiant, 
in their private. book: and the Covernor then read to the Court the fol. 
lowing letter, which he had received from the Chancellor of the Ex. 

chequer ; viz. 


Gentlemen, Downing Street, February 1cth, 1707. 


I have to requeit you to acquaint yaur Court, that from the repreſenta. 
tions received from Ireland, it appears indiipenſable, for the public {er 
vice, that a loan ſhould be raifed here, for the uſe of that Government, 
to the amount of 1,500,000). ; on which I underſtand a confiderable de- 

ſit will be requiſite about the end of March. I am fully ſenſible that, 
in the preſent ſituation, fuch a loan might produce great temporary in- 
convenience here; and unleſs ſome meaſures were adopted to guard againlt 
its poſſible effects, might make it appear neceſſary for the Bank, from pru- 

1 dence and precaution, to reſtrain the acco nmodation which they no give 
to the commerce of the country within much narrower limits than 1s de- 
firable. In order to avoid this great i:convenicace, and at the ſame 
time to be enabled to provide for the urgent demands from Ireland, which 
are connected with the greateſt intereſt and ſafety, to prevent iarther cm- 
barraſſments in the vigorous exertions which the preſent criſis may re- 
quire; it may, I think, be expedient to propoſe to Parliament to raiſe 
money ſufficient for paying of fix (or if it ſhould be thought neceſlary) 
ſeven millions (including th | reaiury HIS) of the ſum now outſtanding 
due from the Public to the t. So great a reduction of their advances 
muſt, I truſt, render them much more at caſe, as to the effect of other 
operations. I wiſh alſo to have it underſtood, that I ſhould propoſe. the 
re- payments to be received by the Bank, to take place by inſtalments, at 
leait as early, and to as great an amount, as any remittance that could be 
made to Ireland, under the inftalments to be fixed for that loan. I ſhall 
be extremely glad to know the ſentiments of the Court on that ſubject, 
and to confer with you, and any other gentlemen of the Court, on any 
point which may require explanation, and on the beſt means of carry- 
ing the meaſure into execution, 1f 1t meets with the concurrence of th: 
Court, 


I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
Governor and Deputy (Signed) Wit, PITT. 
Governor of the Bank. | 


The Court received this communication with great uneaſineſs, from an 
apprehenſion” of the bad conſequences which would, in all probab1ulity, 
ariſe to the Bank from the remittance of ſuch a ſum to Ireland, and the 

reat drain of caſh which it would occaſion; and after a very ſerious de- 
bate upon the ſubject, they came to the following reſolution ; viz. 


2 
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« Reſolved, That the Court is of an opinion, that the re-payment of 
« ſeven millions of the money advanced by the Bank to Government 
« will be of very eſſential ſervice to this Houſe ; but the Court is never- 
« theleſs extremely apprehenlive that the negotiating the propoſed loan 
« for Ireland in this country, will neceſſarily endanger the ſafety of the 
« Bank of England, by the large drains of caſh which it muſt occaſion 
« for the remittance of that ſum to Ireland.” 

The Governor and Deputy Governor, with Mr. Darell and Mr. Bo- 
ſanquet, were deputed by the Court to wait upon the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer with this reſolution; and they took with them a copy of it in 
a paper ſealed up, that in caſe Mr, Pitt ſhould require it to be left with him 
toſhew it to the Cabinet, it might be in a fituation guarded from the eyes 
of the people in office. The Deputation waited on Mr. Pitt when the 
Court broke up, and waited till he came home ; when being admitted, the 
Governor told him, that a ſpecial Court had been held on the ſubject, and 
that he and the other gentlemen were deputed to bring him the reſolution 
of the Court upon it; which Mr, Pict read attentively; and defiring to 
have a copy left with him, the one ſealed up was given to him; which he 
was deſired by the Governor to return to him when he had communicated 
it to the Cabinet, In the converſation which took place afterwards, the 
Governor aſked if it was not poſſible that a part of the 14500, odol. could 
be raiſed in Ireland for its own uſe! Mr. Pitt ſaid, that the ſum mentioned 
was all expected from this country that a farther ſum was wanted in the 
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whole ; but that the Iriſh Government hoped to raiſe the remainder in 


that country, On the ſubject of the loan to be raiſed here to pay off the 
above ſum to the Bank, Mr. Pitt ſaid, he meant to make it equal, not only 
to that purpoſe, but to ſet him at his eaſe for other parts of the public ſer- 
vice, which he had not been able to calculate with {ufficient exactitude on 
bringing out the laſt loan, That he meant to raiſe this additional ſum in 
the ſame funds, and, if poſſible, by the ſame ſubſcribers, to whom propo- 
fals would be made, with an allowance for their loſs on the former engage- 
ment; and that if he was diſappointed in this expectation, he muſt take 
other meaſures, as uſual, 
After this, the Governor aſked of Mr. Pitt if it could not be made com- 
—_ with the forms ef office, that when the payments ſhould come to 
made on this propoſed loan, the money might be retained at once 
by the Bank, as far as was intended for the liquidation of their advances, 
without being ſent up to the Exchequer, as was hitherto practiſed, which 
mode had often cauſed a delay of many days; and once ear a total 
Uſappoiatment of the ſum ? Mr. Pitt ſaid, that he ſaw no ps why this 
routine of office ſhould not be altered—that he would think of it, and 
order another arrangement, 


(No. 34.) 


Reſolution of the Court of Directors, and Deputation's Interview with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 2 iſt of February, 1797. 


THE Committee obſerving, with great uneaſineſs, the large and con- 
ſtant decreaſe in the caſh, held a particular conſultation on that ſubject 
ths day; and on examination into the ſtate of the caſh fince the begin- 
ung of this year, they found that in the courſe of the month of January 
there had been a decreaſe of I. and ſince the beginning 
of this month a farther loſs of I. and that the caſh was 
now reduced to between and about l. 
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value, in bullion and foreign coin, and about the vue of 

in ſilver bullion. Perceiving alſo, by the conſtant calls of the banker; 
from all parts of the town for caſh, that there mult be ſome extraordinary 
reaſons for this drain, ariting probably from the alarms of an expected in. 
vaſion; the Committee, atrer maturely conſidering the matter, reſolred 
to ſend a notice to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, of the fituation ct 
matters at the Bank: and to explain exactly to him how the caſh i; cir. 
cumſtanced, that he may, if poilible and proper, ſtrike out ſome mens cf 
alleviating the public alarms, and ſtopping this apparent diſpoſition in 
people's minds for having a large depott of caſh in their houſes.” The 
Governor, Deputy Covernor, with Mr. Darell and Mr. Poſanguet, were 
deputed to walt upon Mr. Pitt; who went to him and after defcribigs 
to him the aaxiety of mind which all the Directors were under en tit 
ſubject, they explained to Mr. Pitt the exact particulars above-mentioned, 
Mr. Pitt feemed aware that this unuſual drain of cath from the Pank 
muſt ariſe from the alarm ot an invaſion, winch he-obſeived was now he. 
come much more general than he could think necetſary, He ſaid, that by 
all his informations he could not learn of any noiule preparations of conſe- 
quence making in France to invade this country, except the flvet which 
was re- fitting at Breſt, after being driven off from the coalt of Ireland; 
but that he could not anſwer that no partial attack on this country world 
be made by ſuch a mad and deſper:te enemy as we had to deal with. The 
Deputation preſſed on Mr. Pitt to declare ſomething cf this kind in Pa: 
liament, in order to cafe the public mind, 

The Deputation then mentioned to him the neceſſity c t bringing forward 
the new loan, our of which the re- payment of the feven millions to the 
Bank was to be made, as in the prefent emergency it was of the utmo! 
conſequence that our advances ſoul! be contracted as foon as poſſible, 


He ſaid, he was occupied on that point, and hoped, in a couple of das, 


to have his plan ſo arranged as to he able to call the gentlemen together, 
with whom it might be neceiſirr\ ro negotiate for a new loan, Mr. Pit 
alſo mentioned, that he koped the Committee would, in the preſent fitua- 
tion of matters, think it neceſſary to endeavour at obtaining a ſupply ut 
gold from foreign countrics, whick the Governor told him they were con- 
ſidering about, and ſhould do what they cuuid therein. 


(No. 35.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 22d of February, 
| 1797. 

Meſſrs. Goldſmid and Eliaſon attended the Committee this day, and 
were directed to give farther orders to Hamburgh for the purchaſe of 
gold; and were told that an application would immediately be mace to 
the Miniſter to order a frigate ot armed ſloop to $0 to Hamburgh to take 
in ſuch gold as might be bought, and alſo to deſire that the reſtriction on 
the captains of the packets, not to take any gold on board at Hamburgi 
for this country, might be taken off, The Governor and Deputy Governor 
waited on Mr. Pitt on this ſubject, who promiſed to apply to the Admi- 
ralty for Directions about ſending out a frigate or armed ſloop ; and tht 
he would apply to the Poſtmaſter General to give the orders to the cap 
tains of the packets, 

The Governor preſſed Mr. Pitt again on the ſubject of the Preaur) 
bills, and told him, that he feared the Court would not agree to pay te 
Treaſury bills, which fall due next week, | 


I 
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— 


Mr. Pitt ſaid, he would ſend 50,000. to the Bank in part proviſion 
thereof, but that he did not think he could raiſe the money to the full 
amount of the bills due. 


[(No. 36. 
interview with the Chancellor * the Exchequer, 24th of February, 


707. 

AT a Committee of the whole Court held this day, it appeared that the 
joſs of caſh veſterday was above J. and that about . 
wore alr eady d Orawn ont this * 2 ee Sa“ L lu h an alarm for the ſafety 
of the 11 Louie, that the Deput 280 nur and Mr. Roſanquet were d fired 


to wait on 5 itt to ments n to im theſe circumſtances, and to atk him 
how far h:4hon2hr the Baux might venture to 80 on paying caſh, and 
when he would © a0 it necciar) 0 intertere betore our cath was fo re- 
duced as might be detrimental to the immediate fervice of the State. 
Vir, Pitt ſail, this was a matter of great imp. rtance, and that he muſt 
be; prepare 1 with ſome reſolution to bring forward in the Council, for a 
Pr clamaizon to ſtop the 1fſue of cath from the Bank, and to give the ſe- 
"ity of Parliament to the notes of the Bank, In contequence of which 
le ould think it might be proper to ab. int a Secret Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons to look into the ſtate of the Bank affairs; which 
they aſſured him the Bank were well prepai red fe 7, ar. d would produce to 
ſuch a Committee, Mr, Fitt alſo ob lerved, that he ſhould have no objec- 
tion to propoſe to Parliament, in caſe oi a Preclamation, to give parliamen- 
tary ſecurity tor Bank notes. 1 he Governor and Deputy Governor this 
day waited on Mr. Pitt, to mention to him, that it would in the prote * 
circumi.ances be highly requiſite that ſome general meeting of the bankers 
and chief merchants of London ſhould be held, i in order to bring on ſom 
reſolution for the ſupport of the public credit in tins al, arming criils; = 
they took the liberty to recommend ”» Mr. Pitt, to have a private meeti! g 
of one of the chief bankers at his houſe to-morrow, at three o'cl ck, in 
which t! © plan for a more general meeting on Fueſday or Wedneſca 1y next 
+ be laid; in the propriety of which Mr, Pitt agr end ſaid he would 
ſummem a prev ious meeting for to-morrow accordingly Ive This was com- 


munic yy by the Governor to the Committee. 


ANSWER to (No. 1). 


ON th» communication of the reſolution (do. 1.) on the 15th of Ja- 
nuary 1705, the Chancellor of the Exchequer Expreiled his t! ants for the 
communication ; and ſaid, he ſhould arrange bits: treatures in conſo rwity 
but that th ouch he was going to reduce immediately tne ſum of the lere 
lury bills, it mi zht not be in | bis power to bring them down to the fam 
ſtip ulated, till alter the firſt payne ment of the loan. 


ANSWER to (No. 2.) 


THE Chancellor of the Exchequer having read the paper, ſeemed 
fully co:vinced of the propriety of the re preſent ation; and declared, that 
it ſuocul! . been attended to on his part before, but that 1» the ics 
plicity o ; ublic affairs it had been forgotten. He, however, ſaid, that it 
would comp lied with cut of hand, and that te wovid order 1,200,000 
lo be p1il to the Bank, on that account, immediately, 
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ANSWER to (No. 4.) 


ON preſenting this paper, Mr. Pitt ſaid, it was not his fault that the 
account had not been diminiſhed, for he had ordered, ſome time ſince, 
two warrants to be made out, amounting to above 600,0009l., which were 
now completing, and would ſoon come down to us; ſhewing, at the {ame 
time, the preperatory parts thereof. The Governor then replicd, that 
600,000l. would not nearly reduce the amount to the agreed ſum ; that 
our calls had lately been ſo great, with large drains of caſh and bullion, 
as made us earneſtly wiſh to leſſen our credits, as much as poilible ; and 
then he wiſhed Mr. Pitt would, without particular inconvemence to him- 
ſelf, name a day from whence the reſolution of the Court ſhould take place, 
The Deputy Governor aſked, if Mr. Pitt could do this next Monday 
(when the Chairs were to meet him on the nationai-itocs buſinets ?) 
he replied, he could not, he believed, be ready to do it by that time; 
but he might probably then inform us farther about it; and added his 
hope, that the Bank did not, for this year, mean to rettric; him from 
the credit of 500,000l. on 'Treaſury bills. | | 


ANSWER to (No. 5.) 


MR. PITT acknowledged, That he had nor, in his note of Wednef- 
day laſt, entered into any particulars about the payment of the 'I'reafury 
bills; but that he meant, if the Bank aſilei him with the two millions 
and an half in queſtion, on Exchequer bills, payable cut of the growing 
produce of the conſolidated fund, in the quarters for October next and the 
April following, he did mean to pay part of the Bank's ad vancs on the 
Treaſury bills out of that money; but he hoped that the whole of it 
would not be required, but that it ſhould be provided for out of other 
funds.—The Governor then obſerved to him, how frequent promiſes had 
been given to reduce this advance to the limit of 500,0001., which had 
never yet been carried into effect ; and begged eave to repreſent, how de- 
frous the Bank Court was, to have the payment of the ['reaſury accept. 
ances otherwiſe arranged than at the Bank; which Mr. Pitt ſaid, ſhould 
be taken up on a future occaſion. "The Governor ſaid, he could not en- 
gage for any thing; but he knew how deſirous the Court always was to 
aſſiſt the Government; though a provident care for their eftavliſi ment 
muſt precede all other objects. Mr. Pitt obſerved on this, that the wel- 
fare of the Bank, we muſt ſuppoſe, was an object of equal importance to 
him as to us. The Governor then added, that though he did not en- 
gage for the Court, if Mr. Pitt could promiſe that two millions of the ſum 
now aſked for ſhould be applied to extinguiſh ſo much of the advance on 
the Treaſury bills, he believed it might be acceded to, Mr. Pitt replied, 
that he could not anſwer for ſo large a part being paid immediately; 
but that he would, on this information, draw up a new letter to the 
Court, to be conſidered next Thurſday ; and he wiſhed to ſee the tuo 
Governors at twelve o'clock on Tueſday next, to ſubmit to them the plat 
of his letter: and the Governor and Deputy promiſed to wait on hum 3 
that time accordingly. 


ANSWERS to (No. 7.) 


AFTER Mr. Pitt had read this paper, with great attention, twice, n 
began by expreſſing his ſatisfaction and approbation of the meaſure 0! 
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communicating ſuch matters to him; ſaying, That he would moſt cer- 
tainly frame his arrangements in a manner that might enable him to re- 
move our fears, and prevent unyleaſant conſequences; and that he would 
endeavour to do this in ſuch a manner as ſhould produce no alarm; 
fronzly recommending to the Court of Directors to uſe every poſtible 
precaution to preve..t that allo. 

The Governor then ſaid, That he hoped Mr. Pitt did not conceive it 


to be the intention of the Court to retuſe the advance of the land and 
malt 1795; but only that it was their wiſh to protract it for fome time. 
f Mr. Pitt ſaid, he underſtood it ſo, and ſhould avoid applying for it until 
- it might be more ſuitable to the Bank. tie alſo ſaid, he ſhould certainly 
' re-imburſe a million of the Treaſury bills, and re-pay the 1, 100, oool. as 
y ſoon as the accounts were made up; and, if neceſſary, the 1, 400, oool. re- 
) maining ſhould be re- imburſed. 
; The Governor mentioned to him, the drain of caſh to Ireland, the 
is calls for the Weſt-India armament, and the probability of ſoon percetv= 
m ing thoſe that may be occattoned by the claimarits of the neuf ral ſhips 
eing re-imburſed: in all which he ſcemed to concur. "Then the Go- 
vernor ſtated to him, that the price of gold being ſo much above the value 
of our guineas, muſt neceſſarily impreſs his mind with the unavoidable 
conſequences, "The Chancellor of the Exchequer viewed this in a moſt 
ef. ſerious light, 
Ir The Governor then mentioned the probability of the claims of the 
ons American ſhips taken in the Weſt Indies ſoon coming to a hearing, and 
ing which he ſaid, from report, would amount ty near four millions. Mr. 
the Fitt agreed that appeals were ſoon to be made, but he did not think the 
the 2mount would come up to ſuch a ſum. The Governor then reſumed the 
fn ſubject of the Treaſury bills; and hoped, that after the meeting of Par- 
der lament, Mr, Pitt would fo arrange matters as to prevent their continuing 
had to be paid by the Bank ia the manner latel; adopted. His reply was, 
kad tiat this object would foon ceaſe; their amount ſeemed to have impreſſed 
de- his mind with a deſign to diſcontinue the fervice that occationed them; 
ept⸗ the troops were about to return home. He candidly acknowledged, that 
wid the expence of our troops on the Continent had been enormous; and in- 
oft timated, that the bent and operation of the war, as long as it did ſtill con- 
s to tinue, would be naval, and in the Weſt Indies. 
ent The Governor then made his acknowledgments to Mr. Pitt, for the in- 
wel- dulgence of ſo much time as he had given to him and the Deputy Go- 
e to vernor, The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was going out of 
en- town to-morrow, for a week, and at his return would be glad to fee the 
ſum Governors again, if any thing material ſhould occur. 
e on 
hed, 
= Manday, 1oth April. 
0 the 
two Mr. POLLEN roſe in purſuance of the notice which he had 
; * given on a former dy, to make a motion which he meant to have 
im at 


ſubmitted to the Houſe on Friday laſt, but which he had poſtponed 
out of reſpect for the Miniſter. When he viewed around him fo 
many gentlemen with the ſame opportunities with himſelf of taking 
lead in the diſcuſſion of this evening—gentlemen greater age, and 


of much longer experienee — he almoſt ſhrunk from the taſk which 
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he had ſmpoſed upon himſelf. "Throwing himſelf, however, upon 
the candor of the Houſe, he truſted that he ſhould meet with their 
indulgence, while he ſtated in a few words the grounds upon which 
he ſhould bring forward his motion. Nothing but a ſenſe of ctr 

could have impelled him, at the preſent . to have obtruder 
himſelf upon the attention of the Houſe; and though he might act 
upon a miſtaken ſentiment, he truſted that, at leaſt, the morive of 
his conduct would meet with their approbation. When he locke 
at the other {the Oppoſition) ſide of the Houſe, he could notwith. 
hold his admiration, from the talents of which many who fat upon it 

were poſſeſſed; but he regretted extremely that they were ſo often 

employed for the purpoſes of ſelf-intereſt, and that the good of the 
public was ſo frequently ſacrificed to the illiberality of party ſpizic, 
The conſequence was, that the debates were conducted with fo much 
acrimony, and intermingled with fo much perſonal invective, that 
even the Speaker muſt have found it difficult to purſue the thread ot 
the argument, and to preferve order and decorum in their procced- 
ings. It was not for the empty hand to blame the prodigality of 
the full one, or for the perſon ſitting ſafe upon the top of a rock and 
viewing the ſhip toſſed by the winds and the waves, raſhly to cen- 
ſure the conduct of the pilot. It was to be recollected, that thoup! 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had ficten at the heim 
while the veſſel of the State was expoſed ro ſtorms and tempeſts, 
and though the ſhip had ſuitained conliderable damage from the 
accidents which had befallen it; the pilot, perhaps, miglut not be 
to blame, and that had it been in other hands, inſtead of being ſhat- 
tered, it might have been ſunk. Inſtead of indulging in ide com- 
plaints or pecviſh invective, he thought that, at the preſent cii.s, 
every hand ought to be active in the ſervice of the country, and cverv 
heart ſhould glow with an ardent deſire to extricate it from its pre- 
ſent embarraſſments. Having ſaid this much in general, lie hö- 
ceeded to ſtate the ſituation in which the country was placed. Mas- 
ing commenced the war in concert with ſeveral of the moſt reipec- 
table and powerful nations in Europe, we were deſerted almott oy 
all our former friends, and had now to contend againſt ſome ws 
, were at one time our allies. Inſtead of carrying our arms to the 
enemy's door, we were in daily terror of an hoſtile invaſion. In- 
ſtead of calculating upon the ruin of the finafices of our adverſar!, 
and exhauſting their reſources, our whole attention was confined to 
the reſtoration of our own credit, and the ſalvation of our own in- 
dependence. He was convinced that the people of France were 3s 
earneſt in their wiſhes for Peace as the people of Great Britain. it 
might be aſked, perle, that, if they were ſo defirous for the te 
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mination of hoſtilities, why they did not carry their complaints to 
the bar of the Directory, and demand redreſs? Jo this he would 
reply, that they were taught to conſider the ambition of England 
as the ſole cauſe to which the prolongation of the war was to be 
aſcribed, and that it was to her thirſt for aggrandiſement the happi- 
neſs of Europe was facrificed. And, if this was the caſe, would a 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons permit that England, the parent of com- 
merce ; England, the ſouree of every proudand every generous feeling, 
and the bright example of regular government and ſalutary regula- 
tion, ſhould be branded as the intereſted author of all the calamities 
which are at preſent abroad in the world! He truſted, that, on the 
contrary, England would be made to vindicate her character in the 
face of Europe, and that it would be ſhewn to the preſent and the 
future age, that the aſperhon in this inſtance is as untrue as it is 
contradictory to her paſt hiſtory, and that even her enemies will be 
taught to look to her as the ſource of their advantages, But it was 
not merely our character but our intereſts which were at ſtake. 
Public credit was ſhaken to its very foundation, and peace alone 
could reſtore it. It might be ſaid that the French nation were not 
ſufficiently tranquilized, and that their Government was not poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſtability enough to enſure the bleſſings of a permanent peace. 
His Majeſty had declared it to be capable of maintaining the rela- 
tions of peace and amity ; and if there were any who could not 
adopt this opinion, he would aſk if they wiſhed to perſevere in the 
conteſt either till the preſent Government of France was completely 
conſolidated, or till a ſyſtem in which they could repoſe. greater 
confidence was eftabliſhed upon its overthrow f He adviſed gen- 
tlemen to read the debates in the Council of Five Hundred, and to 
learn moderation from the ſpeeches of Dumas and Dumolard. As 
a ſpecimen of the juſt and proper notions which obtained in that 
Aſſembly, he referred to the meſſage which was lately ſent to the 
Directory, demanding of that body an explanation of what they 
called an incendiary debarkation of priſoners upon our coaſts ; a 
meaſure which they juſtly reprobated as inconſiſtent with the laws 
of war. And if theſe were the ſentiments of moderation and juſ- 
tice by which a French Aſſembly was guided, would the Houſe of 
Commons of Great Britain be leſs inclined to the exerciſe of theſe 
uſpoſitions ? He truſted that they would not. It would, perhaps, 


ing on che failure of the late negotiation, and that the motion 
Which he now meant to propoſe would imply an inconſiſtency of 
conduct, In anſwer to this charge he remarked, that at that time 
he repoſed, unreſerved confidence in Miniſters, becauſe he thought 


be ſaid, that he was one of thoſe who voted for the addreſs to the 


_ 


_— 3 
. 


— o 
3 5. 72 — — 


— 


£4 * \ * 
= o = 4 ” 
— 8 3 Ae Heb, 


n 
2 


—— — — — — 


* 


— 
Sg” 


* = 5 
AS 4 


* 


TS. = 


x 
. 
3 
9 
o 
1 „ 
1 
1 
37 
71 
3 
. 
- 
x" 44 
LY. 1 - 
by ww) 
e 
- 


= EY 
EE — 
” 


= . 
2 hos » =. 
pe - . 8 * 4 6-— wy 
N — — f 
mY «Wy Car 3 p > — 4+ 
| _ > . 8 = . - 
* Pn 5 kn ae 36 - . ; 2 
A COIN _ — = ; 
1 7 q 2 * 


4, 


328 PARLIAMENTARY { » SAR 


they deſerved it. But the face of things was widely different : the 
Bank of England had not then ſtopt payment! and in this ſhort 
ſentence was concluded a vait maſs of calamity. But, when the 
credit of the country was gone, and when he thought of his brothers 
finking in the putrid urns of Weſtern peitilence, there was no won- 
der that he ſhould wiſh for the termination of a ſyſtem from which. 
theſe accumulated evils flowed. 

Mr. Pollen procceded to read an abſtract from a paper contained 
in the Redacteur of the 24th of December laſt, which he conſidered 
as the official ſentiments of the French DireQory upon the late ne- 
gotiation for peace. Upon the contents of this paper, he did not 
deliver any opinion. He merely quoted it, as containing the ſenti- 
ments and opinions of the Directory. 


The following is a Copy of the Paper as read by Mr. Pollen, 


Abſtract of the arguments uſed by the French Directory to prove, 
on one hand, the infincerity and ambition of England in the late 
Negotiation ; and on the other, to prove their own zealous de. 
fire of Peace upon moderate terms : 


Taken from the Redacttur, December 24, 1796, three days after Lord 
Malmeſbury's departure from Paris. 


THE Directory ſets out by aſſerting poſitively, that the war has bern 
on their part a defenſive, and not an ofer/eie one ; and that peace is thr 
only object of their vows and wiſhes, 

In enumerating the ſtrong reaſons they had for ſuſpecting the ſincerity 
of my Lord Malmefſbury's miſſion, they particularly Feriß the pevtidy of 
England in exciting and ſupporting interior troubles, both in La Vendce 
and elſewhere, They mentien likewiſe the forgery and fabrication of 
falſe afſignats-—the ſtudied ſlowneſs and want of conciliation, as well as 
of candour and openneſs in the mode adopted by Lora Malmeſbury for 
commencing a treaty—his want of authority on one hand from any of 
the powers allied with Great Britain—while, on the other hand, he at- 
fected to include, not only Auſtria, but even Ruſſia, among the parties to 
be conſulted, It might therefore, they ſay, be neceſſary to ſend courters 
as far as to St. Peterſburgh, which, at that ſeaſon of the year, could not 
be accompliſhed, with the anſwers returned, in leſs time than five weeks. 
That Lord Malmeſtzry only propoſed a wague principle of compenſatio:, with- 
out any ſpecific articles of reciprocal reſtitution, hile their ſpecific derend 
he only anſwered by ingenious evaſion. They then enumerate the delays 


of meſſengers, ard a private ſecretary ſent to London—the want ct {igni- Af 
ture to two memorials ſent in by Lord Malmeſbury—and at length, when tions 
the ullimatum was demanded peremptorily, what does it contain? The they . 


firſt memorial demands, 
it, Reſtitution to the Emperor of all his territories, without excep- 
tion, as he held them before the war: conſequently, the reſtitution of of dif 
Belgium. to the 
2d. The total annihilation of every treaty made by France with the woulg 
Princes of the German Empire, as being fundamentally inadmiſſible, and 


* | 
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contrary to the Jus Publicum Imperii, which makes it impoſſible to treat 
with any, excepting the head of the German Empire. This, they ſay, 
would annihilate all the treaties between France and the Elector of Hano- 
ver, the Duke of Wirtemberg and Brunſwic, the Landgrave of Heſſe, 
and, laſtly, with the King of Pruſſia, in his capacity of Elector of Bran- 
denburg. : 

zd. The complete evacuation of Italy, 2 Savoy and Nice. 

4th. A reſervation in favour of Ruſſia, by which that Court may inter- 
fere at its pleaſure as a contracting party for the peace. 

th. The ſame to Portugal, and by which likewiſe France 1s to be pre- 
cluded from demanding a ſum of money as the price of peace from that 
Court, 

6th. Great Britain conteſts the validity of the ceſſion by Spain to the 
Republic of the Spaniſh part of St. Domingo, as contrary to the peace 
of Utrecht. 

7th. The reſtitution of the property of the emigrants forfeited or ſold 
is obſcurely, they ſay, and indirectly demanded, though in language 
and terms ſo ingeniouſly ambiguous as to leave matter of endleſs diſ- 
cuſſion. | 

What is the ſecond memorial ? 

For Holland, the Britiſh Miniſtry demands a complete reſtoration of 
ts antient form of government ; the demolition or annihilation of all the 
treaties between France and the Batavian Republic : laſtly, the reſtoration 
of the Stadtholder to all his dignities, offices, and poſſeſſions. 

And what does England offer as the price of ſo many conceſſions, reſti- 
tutions, and humiliations, on the part of France? The reſtoration to 
2 * of all her colonies ? The indemnity to the Dutch for the paſt ? 

o! | : 
She offers only a partial reſtitution of the Dutch colonies, reſerving to 
herſelf the Cape of Good Hope and Ceylon. 

Finally, that if France will not conſent to annul her treaties made 
with the Batavian Republic, ſhe is in that caſe to make over or cede to 
the Emperor all Holland has ceded to France in the late treaty between 
the two countries, ; 

The Directory then aſks, 

Is this a fair treaty ? 

Does it not demand from France the entire reſtitution of all that France 
has 2 uered during the war, without reſtoring all that England has 
acquire 

Þoes it not ſtipulate by induction, and by infallible, though indirect 
and ambiguous means, the return of the emigrants, the reſtitution of 


their eſtates, the deſtruction of our conſtitution of 1795, and enſure a 
counter-revolution ? 
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After reading the paper, Mr. Pollen obſerved, that the allega- 
tons it contained were either founded on fact or wholly falſe. If 
they were founded on fact, then the negotiation ought to be reſumed 
on fair and candid principles; and if they were falſe, the beſt mode 
of diſplaying the juſtice of the Engliſh Government to Europe and 
to the world, and of expoſing the unjuſt pretenſions of the enemy, 
would be to publiſh a counter declaration, ſtating the grounds upon 


Which the war was carried on. He called upon the fide of the Houſe 
Vol. II. Uu 
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on which he ſat to defend their conduct and the principles on which 
they acted, by ſhewing the public that it is not the inclination of the 
Miniſter, but the intereſt of the nation, which they conſult. He 
called upon the other fide of the Houſe not to defend the Minſter 
but to defend their country. And he called upon both fides to co- 
operate in delivering the country from its preſent difficulties, and to 
act in ſuch a way that every man in the Houſe may be able to ſay 
that he has done nothing of which he is aſhamed. He concluded 
with moving, That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Ma- 
e jeſty, repreſenting to His Majeſty, that, upon mature deliberation, 
ac his faithful Commons are of opinion that his gracious and be. 
c nign endeavours to promote the reſtoration of the general tran- 
« quillity of Europe have failed of their effect, either from miſcon- 
* ception on the part of the French Government, or from the terms 
4 propoſed having been ill- explained to the people of that country; 
& his faithful Commons therefore beſeech His Majeſty to adopt fuch 
« meaſures as may tend in the moſt ſpeedy and effectual manner to 
« remove theſe miſconceptions, and to vindicate the ſincerity of his 
« defire for the re-eſtabliſhment of peace in the eyes of Europe and 
& of the world.” a 

The motion was ſeconded by Sir JOHN MACPHERSON, 
and oppoſed by Major ELFORD. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT.— When I conſider the motion of the 
honourable gentleman—when I advert to the arguments which he 
has adduced in ſupport of his motion and when ] obſerve the terms 
of the motion itſelf, and compare them with the ſituation of the 
country at the moment when that motion is brought forward, it will 
only be neceſſary for me, Sir, to trouble you and the Houſe with a 
few words, to ſhew that no practical benefit whatever can ariſe 
either from the motion itſelf or from the arguments by which it iz 
fupported. To notice thoſe arguments, however, which I ſhall do 
but briefly, I have to obſerve, that the honourable gentleman firſt 
began with what no man would diſpute, a lamentation of the evils 
incurred by war. The evils of war, however, conſtitute a topic 
which has often been expatiated upon, and which is eafily diſcuſſed; 
and until the honourable gentleman has either found a remedy for 
theſe evils by new modelling human nature, by conducting human 
affairs in a different mode from what they are at preſent, or by ſug- 
geſting ſome practicable ſyſtem by which wars may in future be to- 
tally and effectually excluded, I am apprehenſive the diſtreſſes and 
calamities of war, as they always have exiſted, will exiſt unto the 
end of time. If the war was undertaken or conducted upon prin- 
Ciples of aggrandiſement, or motives of ambition, the honourablc 
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gentleman might have dwelt upon the miſeries which it has inflicted 
with more propriety ; but as no war in a well-regulated nation can 
be undertaken, I truſt, before the cauſes and the conſequences of it 
be well conſidered, and as it will then be undertaken only I con- 
ceive upon the beſt and moſt unalterable principles of juſtice, policy, 
and ſelf-defence, ſuch arguments tend to no practical benefit, but 
on the contrary they pervert the advantages they labour to promote, 
while the lamentation over the misfortunes they partly produce, 
weakens the energy which might otherwiſe refiſt them. Every evil 
of war is, or ought to be, viewed on the compariſon of alternatives; 
and the wiſeſt and moſt ſerviceable mode of endeavouring to prevent 
the accumulation of them, would be by entering firſt into a fair and 
impartial inveſtigation of their cauſes, and inquiring whether the 
immediate evil was ſmaller and preferable to the more remote, and 
whether the meeting of a comparatively light and preſent danger 
would obviate and fruſtrate a ſeverer calamity in future. Without 
ſuch a compariſon a weak and fruitleſs lamentation over the mis- 
fortunes incidental to a fituation of diſtreſs and difficulty, are enough 
to over-rule any exertions of any country, however innocent that 
country, however juſtifiable and neceffary its exertions may be. 
The honourable gentleman next came to the diſcuſſion of the 
change in the ſituation of this country, ſince the return of Lord 
Malmeſbury from Paris, after his abrupt diſmiſſal, and the rejection 
of the offers which he made to negotiate for peace. And here, Sir, 
| muſt beg leave to tell the honourable gentleman, that whatever 
might be his degree of feeling in the proſpect of peace, during the 
negotiation of that noble Lord, in which I hope and truſt the Houſe 
and the country will believe me to be ſincere in ſaying, my degree 
of feeling in the proſpect of a peace, could not be leſs ardent or ſan- 
guine than his ; that a peace does not depend upon the earneſtneſs 
of your defires for it; nor does it depend upon any previous de- 
elarations of this Houſe, which, in my opinion, are rather apt to 
fruſtrate, than accelerate the object you ſolicit ; but it depends upon 
the free but reaſonable operations of the Executive Government, 
the diſpoſition of the enemy, and the general poſture of affairs, com- 
bined with various other circumſtances too numerous and too com- 
plex to detail. The third part of the honourable gentleman's ar- 
guments I underſtand to be grounded, not upon the ſtatement of an 
opinion of his own, that the Executive Government of this country 
manifeſted infincerity in the negotiation ; not grounded upon any 
Opinion of his own, that the terms propoſed by this country as the 
grounds for peace were inadequate or unjuſt; not grounded upon any 
Opinion of his own, that all or any of theſe difficulties could not 
Uu 2 
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be obviated ; nor did he profeſs to ſtate, that he concurred with the 
majority of the people in this country in the opinion, that the de- 
mands of the enemy were exorbitant and unjuſt, but he alleges 
that he has reaſon to ſuppoſe, that ſuffering as the French people 
muſt do under the inevitable horrors of war, they muſt earneſtly 
and anxiouſly deſire peace, and on that ground, he aſſumes that a 
paragraph which appeared fo long ago as the 24th of December in 
in a French paper, tending to ſhake off from the Directory the 
odium of the breach of the late negotiation for peace, and throw it 
on this country, muſt have been an official Manifeſto, and publiſhed 
upon eſpecial authority. It is true the honourable gentleman does 
not ſtate that he is perfectly ſatisfied of the authenticity of the ſtate- 
ments in that paper, but he thinks them ſufficiently authentic and 
juſtifiable for calling in queſtion the ſincerity of the Executive Go- 
vernment of this country in the late negotiation ; and he father- 
more thinks that ſomething ought immediately to be attempted, to 
do away any impreſſion which the ſtatements of that paper might 
have on the opinions of the people in France, and Europe in gene- 
ral, to refute the effects of any argument which might inſidiouſſy be 
urged to miſrepreſent the ſincerity of our deſires for a peace, and to 
ſatisfy the people of France and the Directory, in caſe they had 
miſtaken our intenſions, as he is in ſome degree at leaſt inclined to 
imagine, that we meant ſeriouſly and ſincerely to obtain a peace if 
poſſible, on fair and reaſonable terms. Now, Sir, let us examine 
upon what ſolid and praQticable principle this Houſe is invited to 
adopt a mode of proceeding ſo novel and extraordinary, and, 281 
conceive, conducive to no good effect. It is invited, you will pleaſe 
to obſerve, not upon any given authority that the ſtatements are 
actually true, or that they are actually official; not upon any clear 
and explicit meaſure propoſed, whence any real and permanent ad- 
vantage can be derived ; not upon any ſolid declaration that ſpecific 
terms of negotiation on the part of the enemy either have been or 
will be offered; but it is invited upon a deduction of probable or 
conceivable fats ; and from an uncertain inference of probable or 
conceivable facts, it ſeems it may be deſirous to addreſs His Ma- 
jeſty to adopt ſuch meaſures as may tend to refute thoſe arguments 
if they have been miſtaken, or to rectify them if they have been 
miſrepreſented. It is impoſſible for any one not to perceive that 
the honourable gentleman, by quoting from the paper he has referred 
to, has been miſrepreſenting the whole proceedings of the late nego- 
tiation; for by paſſing over ſome circumſtances, and perverting others, 
he has inferred that the Directory were conſcious, if they publiſhed 
that declaration, conſidering it as the honourable gentleman had c“ 
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ſidered it, to be the true ſtate of the caſe, that the Miniſters of this 
country could not afterwards appeal to the judgement of their eoun- 
trymen. That the Directory had miſrepreſented the intentions and 
the terms of this country, were evident; and after treating the over- 
tures as they did, it would ſurely be a very ſingular ground for Par- 
liament to ground any parliamentary proceeding upon, and thereby 
expoſe the nation to an additional inſult. But above all, it would 
be fingular by a manifeſto to refute a declaration which it had no 
authority to prove official, and the ſame time to encourage the 
enemy to defeat the very practical meaſures which it adopted to re- 
ſtore tranquillity. If any means can be found for reſtoring tran- 
quillity upon a permanent, ſafe, and honourable baſis, I truſt that I 
am not only ſenſible of my duty, but I likewiſe truſt that I am alſo 
impreſſed with a ſincere and earneſt idea of carrying that ſenſe of 
duty into execution. If then, upon minute inveſtigation, or upon 
ſubſequent inquiry, it ſhall appear that no practicable meaſure for 
obtaining a ſpeedy and honourable peace upon a permanent and ſolid 
bafis has been omitted ; if it ſhall appear that the Miniſters of this 
country have neglected no opportunity to treat with the enemy, 
without betraying how they might tend to raiſe the hopes or de- 
mands of that enemy, or proceeding in ſuch a manner as might 
tend to ſhake the good faith and fortitude of our allies ; if it ſhould 
appear, that no additional chance for negotiation remains to be uſed, 
but what has been already uſed, or that no mode is likely to be more 
ſucceſsful than what has been already adopted ; if it ſhall appear 
that the ſucceſs of a negotiation does not depend ſo much on what 
is ſaid as what is done; that it is not dependent upon argument but 
meaſures ; if upon inquiry it ſhould be found that the conduct of 
the Executive Government of this country has been ſo clear, that 
any attempt to impeach it muſt prove ineffectual; if it ſhall be 
found that Miniſters, however ſubject to miſrepreſentation in 
the opinion of the honourable gentleman, they may be, have not 
only already performed the whole of what his motion would pro- 
poſe, but even gone beyond the direct terms of his addreſs ; then, 
Sir, I truſt that both the Houſe and country will agree with me, 
that if the honourable gentleman be neither prepared by his argu- 
ment nor his ſpecific motion to do ſo much as Government is pre- 
pared to do, that the one would be ſuperfluous, and the other dange- 
rous. What may be the ſituation of this country, Sir, I cannot de- 
termine; and where we have experienced ſo many diſappointments 
and ſo much injuſtice, I cannot be ſanguine enough to point out the 
preciſe effects of any endeavour on the part of this country towards 
the attainment of peace. But thus far I think I may be permitted 


Y 3 WT. 
D - > 2 — . 
— w - * — 
— : 


Las © Sod 


ww — _ * a — => 
PS - mah ES tb 
— 7 


. 


- SCA 
rr 


— i ates — 
« KES xX< 
PRI * by 


Ex 
"_» 


n 
* 
** | n 
8 a 
— >: 


— 
4 — j 

<_—w — — 
* 


n 


| 4334 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxy, 


to ſtate 3 the proſpect of a ſpeedy and honourable peace, upon 2 

t and ſolid baſis, depends upon a conduct of the Houſe, 
entirely the reverſe of the encouragement which would be given to 
the enemy by the arguments and motion of the honourable gentle. 
man, fince it is evident that we ought not earneſtly to wiſh for or 
ſnew a deſire for peace, beyond the limits of our hopes for gratifying 
that deſire with honour and permanent ſafety. Such, Sir, are my 
feelings! ſuch have been the feelings of this Houſe ! Such ever 
have been the feelings of Engliſhmen ; and ſuch I truſt they will be 
to the end of time; that the proſpeQ of their deſires is within their 
reach, without which peace is nothing but a deluſion. There may 
be a chance for making overtures for peace which the Executive Go- 
vernment only know how to come at, and cannot conveniently di- 
vulge. Break down that paling by an imprudent and haſty ſtep, and 
without adding to the dignity of Parliament, the whole plan of your 
benefit is ſhaken. Tt ſhould never be forgotten that peace without 
ſecurity is worſe than war, and that if the energies of the national 
character are once loſt, to make overtures for negotiation will only 
be to court renewed indignity, and to lay the foundation for addi- 
tional inſult. I cannot, in the preſent ſtate of affairs, go into any 
detail. I cannot, however, omit expreſſing of how much impor- 
fance it is to thwart the policy of the enemy, who have uniformly 
manifeſted a deſign, if poſſible, to diſunite us from our allies, which, 
were they to effect, this country, with which they made peace in- 
dividually, and Europe collectively, would be left in a worſe fitua- 
tion than before that peace was concluded. Though I cannot enter 
into detail, however, I have no heſitation in declaring, that the diſ- 
poſition of His Majeſty's Miniſters goes beyond the purpoſe of the 
motion, and that in conſequence of the diſpatches which were fe- 
ceived from the Court of Vienna, and which brought advice that 
the enemy had made diſtin overtures for a ſeparate peace with his 
Imperial Majeſty, which he, conformably to his uniform character 
for high honour and good faith, rejected, upon the ground, that he 
would not enter into any negotiation in which Great Britain was not 
included, ſteps have been taken, in order, if poſſible, to render this 
opportunity available for the purpoſe of renewing a joint negotiation. 
In conſequence of this reſolution having been formed, His Majeſty 
has determined to ſend a perſon of confidence to Vienna, with in- 
ſtructions to enable him to conduct farther negotiations in concert 
with his allies. Farther than this I cannot go. But after what 
I have faid, I think the honourable gentleman will be diſpoſed to 
withdraw his motion, rather than to perſevere in puſhing a meaſure, 
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which would tend more to defeat than to promote the end which it 
urpoſes. 

Econel PORTER diſavowed all confidence in Miniſters The 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had come down to the Houſe 
with a deſcription of the flouriſhing ſtate of the finances, and in a 
few weeks we were found to be in a ſituation little ſhort of bank- 
ruptey. He diſtruſted their ſincerity in any negotiation which they 
might undertake, and the preſent he conſidered as a mere bugbear 
to delude the public. At all events the preſent motion could do 
no harm, and therefore it ſhould have his ſupport. 

Mr. ADDINGTON defired to know whether the honourable 
gentleman meant to perſiſt in his motion. | 

Mr. POLLEN ſaid, he wiſhed to hear the ſentiments of other 
Members, and would wait until he heard them before he ſhould de- 
termine any thing upon that ſubject. 

Mr. ADDINGTON ſaid, that he had flattered himſelf that, 
after what had fallen during the debate, the honourable gentleman 
would have been induced to withdraw his motion; but as that was 
not the caſe, he ſhould trouble the Houſe with a few obſervations : 
It had been frequently obſerved in that Houſe, that in times like the 
preſent, full of difficulty and danger, it was the duty of every man 


to ſpeak his ſentiments out fully and boldly—He fully agreed in 


that opinion, and if he had delivered his ſentiments upon the various 
motions for peace that had been from time to time made, he ſhould 
have ſtated, without diſguiſe, his opinion of their dangerous ten- 
deney — The firmneſs which had been evinced by the majority of 
tne Houſe, had been conſpicuous, and he truſted it would continue: 
for upon that firmneſs the ſafety of the country, in his opinion, de- 
pended. The honourable gentleman had grounded his motion 
upon the ſtatements which appeared in a French paper, whether with 
or without the authority of the Directory had not been ſtated. With 
reſpe to the two grounds contained in that paper, viz. our being the 
cauſe of the war, and the infincerity of the Britiſh Government in 
its propoſals for peace, he begged to ſay a few words. In the year 
1792, this country enjoyed a ſtate of proſperity almoſt unparalleled: 
our commerce, our manufactures were at the higheſt pitch of proſpe- 
rity, and there could be no doubt that, under thoſe circumſtances, 
there could be no man in the country who was more intereſted for 
the preſervation of peace than the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


becauſe the interruption of peace muſt tend to fruſtrate thoſe finan- 


cal arrangements, in which he was ſo anxiouſly, and ſo ſucceſsfully 
employed. The unwillingneſs of Miniſters to interfere in the con- 
{, and their determination to preſerye peace, was moſt incontro- 
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vertibly manifeſted in the month of May in that year, by their mak. 
ing a very material reduction in the naval and military eſtabliſh. 
ments. But there were ſome important events that year, which 
muſt have made a ſtrong impreſſion upon the Britiſh Government, 
The defeats of the Pruſſian army, and the events of the 1 oth of 
Auguſt, were not ſufficient to induce Miniſters to alter their ſyſtem ; 
but after the battle of Jemappe, when the empire was threatened, 
and after the famous decree relative to the Scheldt, they could no 
longer conſider themſelves as indifferent ſpectators, but began to 
prepare for what might happen. The Convention placing great 
confidence in the declarations of the Jacobin Societies in this country 
(and, in his opinion, every man who ſigned them, acted traito. 
rouſly to his country), declared war againſt this country. This 
war had now continued for four years, and he would do the gen- 
tlemen on the other fide of the Houſe the juſtice to ſay, that if they 
were really of opinion, that the Government of this country could 
have avoided the war, or had rejected any fair opportunities of pro- 
curing peace, they were conſiſtent in their conduct; for they regu- 
larly every ſeſſion brought forward motions expreſſive of theſe ſen- 
timents. It had been ſtated, and with triumph, that we were now 
forced to adopt that very conduct which we formerly rejected; but, 
he begged to aſk gentlemen, whether there was no difference be- 
tween the preſent Government of France and thoſe which exiſted 
when many of thoſe motions were made? Was France now what 
France was then? At the period when the right honourable gentle- 
man oppoſite brought forward one of his motions for peace, the 
faction of Roberſpierre prevailed : within fix weeks after the mo- 
tion was negatived, that faction ceaſed to exiſt. Suppoſe, for 2 
moment, that the Houſe had adopted the motion, and that Miniſters 
had attempted and ſucceeded in a negotiation, the reſult muſt either 
have proved favourable or unfavourable. If the latter had been 
the caſe, who was there among the Miniſter's friends that would 
have ventured to defend him ? If it had terminated in a peace, he 
contended the conſequences would have been ſtill worſe—for the 
ſucceeding faction repealed every one act of his reign. What, 
then, would have been the ſituation of this country, if, in the con- 
fidence of peace, we had repealed the Alien bill? The conſequence 
would have been, that we ſhould have exchanged a foreign conteſt 
for a civil war; and we ſhould again have been forced into a war 
with France. Upon theſe grounds it appeared to him, that the de- 
cifion of the Houſe, in rejeQing that motion, was founded in wil- 
dom and policy. Another honourable gentleman brought forward 
a motion for peace, at a period at no great diſtance from the former, 
It was brought forward ſoon after the Convention had declared, that 
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they would make peace with thoſe powers who were not aggreſſors 
in the war; that they would make peace with Holland, but not 
with England. It was then that they avowed that horrid prineiple: 
that treaties might, and ſometimes ought to be violated. This was 
firſt broached by M. Briſſot. This was the period choſen for the 
ſecond motion for peace. Peace was ſeldom made between two 
belligerent powers, except under one or other of the following cir- 
cumſtances : either when both parties are tired out by the war, and 
ſeek an opportunity of making their pacific ſentiments known to 
each other ; or where one party was ſo completely beaten as to be 
obliged to ſue for peace— He truſted we were not in the latter fitua- 
tion: our reſources were not ſo exhauſted that we muſt beg for 
peace. He deſired to know by what one act of the Convention, 
or any of the governing powers of France, any diſpoſition for peace 
had been ſhewn, from Barrere, Roberſpierre, Tallien, or the Direc- 
tory. During that which was called the moderate period, after the 
deſtruction of Roberſpierre, many perſons entertained ſtrong hopes 
that they would manifeſt a defire for peace ; he never entertained 
ſuch an opinion, and was not diſappointed : for the ſame ſyſtem of 
reſentment was diſplayed againſt this country. 

When the ſeparate peace was made with Pruſſia, the reporter 
ſtated to the Convention, that they had made a ſeparate peace in 
obedience to their orders. If any farther proofs were neceſſary, 
look to their conduct in the laſt campaign, when it was evidently 
their object to compel the Emperor to a ſeparate peace, and with 
the ſame view was their laſt offer to that Monarch. "Theſe offers 
were rejected with a ſpirit that did the higheſt honour to the royal 
faith and magnanimity of our ally—of that ally whom we had been 
calted upon to deſert. As long as there was no regular Government 
in France — no Government that could have afforded us any ſecu- 
rity for a peace, he conceived that Miniſters acted right in not at- 
tempting a negotiation. But the firſt moment that a Government 
was eſtabliſhed there that appeared capable of maintaining the ac- 
cuſtomed relations of peace and amity, His Majeſty declared from 
the Throne, that a favourable change had taken place, which might 
lead to a negotiation. This was followed by a meſfage from the 
Throne, couched in till more explicit terms, declaring that the 
principal bar to negotiation was now done away. It was unneceſ- 
lary to recall to the recollection of the Houſe the propofat of Mr. 
Wickham at Baſte, or the negotiation of Lord Malmeſbury, of 
which laſt he ſhould only obſerve, that the French had never 
thought proper to contradid the ſtatement given by that noble Lord; 
it under the preſent circumſtances we were to make any application, 
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the enemy might ſuppoſe we were driven to it from the recent cir. 
cumſtances relative to the Bank. 

It had been ſaid, that the Members of that Houſe had loſt the 
confidence of their Conſtituents : how did that appear? What 
was the cauſe of it? Was it from doing too much or too little with 
reſpect to the internal defence of the country ? for Miniiters had 
been accuſed of both. Was it for the ſatisfaction they expreſſed, 
when the negotiation opened to them the proſpect of a peace ? or 
was it at the concern they manifeſted when thoſe negotiations were 
broke off? Looking then at the ſituation of the country as he did, 
conceiving her to be poſſeſſed of abundant wealth, notwithſtanding 
our temporary embarraſſments, he was ſatisfied we had only to act 
with ſpirit, and we ſhould find ourſelves ſtrong and rich. On the 
cther hand, if we diſplayed unſeaſonable partimany or puſillanimiq, 
we ſhould find ourſelves both weak and poor. He hoped they would 
not adopt ſuch ſhallow policy, x hich would only tend to degrade the 
dignity and character of the country—and he ſhould always be of 
opinion that intereſt was inſeparably connected with honour, both 
in a nation, and in an individual. He trulted that the commerec, 
and wealth of the country would not induce them to adopt timid 
meaſures ; but if they did, if the burdens under which we now la- 
boured had ſo diſcouraged tlie people as to take away the ſpirit which 
we had hitherto manifeſted, then indeed it was time to beg pardon 
of the French, and to throw ourſclves on their mercy ; but he was 
ſure there was no ſuch deſpondency in the country. Some littie 
gloom there might be, but it had not pervaded all ranks of men, 
Much had been ſaid of the calamities of war, and of the comforts 
attending a ſtate of peace ; nobody but a madman could heſitate be- 
tween the two, if left to his free choice ; but if compelled into the 
war, then all this was mere declamation, tending only to unnerve 
the arm of the country. The Houſe of Commons were anxious 
for peace, and ſo were the Miniſters; and he only hoped they would 
not retard it by their anxiety to obtain it. 

It had been aſked what we had gained by this war? Thoſe wiv 
aſked that queſtion ſhould recolle& that this was a defenſive war, 
and, therefore, that was not a proper queſtion. But we had re- 
tained our character, we had achieved great conqueſts, and had 
made a fortunate diſcovery of eaſy and ſucceſsful means of preſerving 
internal tranquillity, and we had found out a good mode of manning 
the navy. We had nearly deſtroyed the marine of France, and 
had given a ſevere blow to that of Spain ; and in all other naval 
tranſaQions the glory of our flag had been carried to a higher pitch 
than ever it had been before—We had, in a great degree, ſtopped 
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thoſe dangerous principles that were abroad, and even the men who 
broached them ſeemed now to be aſhamed of them — We had ſe- 
cured our honour, our liberty, and, he truſted, our conſtitution, 
Theſe were ſome of the advantages which were gained by the war. 
Upon theſe grounds he ſhould vote againſt the motion, and move 
the order of the day. 

Mr. FOX roſe and ſpoke to the following effect: It would 
be difficult for me, conſiſtently with my duty, to give a filent vote 
upon the queſtion now before the Houſe upon this extraordinary 
day. After all that this country has ſuffered, after all the calami- 
ties that are brought upon us, and after contemplating the calamities 
that are impending, we have to conſider whether we will addreſs the 
Throne for the purpoſe of facilitating peace, which I think, which 
I truſt this Houſe, which I know this Country thinks, is the only 
means to repair our misfortune, and to avert our impending ruin. 
What is it that is now ſtated to the Houſe by thoſe who oppoſe this 
motion? What does the Miniſter himſelf, who has had ſo large a 
ſhare in producing your preſent calamities, and who therefore ought 
to feel for them, propoſe to you to-night ? What, but a defire that 
you would perſiſt in continuing that confidence in him which has 
brought you to that calamity ; that you ſhould continue that for- 
bearance which is the ſource of your misfortune ; that you ſhould 
ſtill truſt to thoſe Counciis which have been fo fatal. He is for 
ever the ſame character, although he comes before you in different 
ſhapes. When he 1s called upon by thoſe who are the moſt willing 
to truſt him, to take ſome ſtep that may lead to peace, he comes 
forward with a promiſe that he will do ſo, nay, that he is actually 
doing it. Promiſes you have had from him in abundance, but not 
one of them has he fulfilled. We are told this day, as I under- 
ltand, the city of London was informed in the morning, that a 
gentleman in a conſidential character is going to Vienna, the object 
of whoſe miſſion was to be explained this evening to the Houſe of 
Commons. How far that has been explained, I leave to this 
Houſe to reflect upon. But it ſeems Mr. Hammond, of whoſe 
abilities I have no doubt, is going to Vienna, and upon this the 
Miniſter expects you to ſtop at once in the performance of your 
public duty. He is going upon the ſubje& of peace, and under 
that general head, ſuppoſing his employers to be ſincere in defiring 
to forward that event, he would go with the unanimous wiſh of the 
people of this country. But upon that ſincerity I have great 
doubts. What is the reaſon, then, of this embaſſy ? I am afraid it 
is too much like that which took place laſt Summer; when the 
French arms were victorious; when the ſituation of the Emperor 
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was critical, as admitted by all ; deſperate, as thought by many 
then you took a ſtep ſimilar to that which is now about to be taken, 
and that was afterwards followed by your ſending a negotiator to 
Paris. I know that ſome perſons chuſe to forget the dates and cir- 
cumſtances of theſe events; becauſe, that when Lord Malmeſbu 

was ſent to Paris, the French had met with ſome defeats. That 
we were in a ſtate more proſperous when that noble Lord went to 
Paris than we had been ſome time before, is true ; but when 
the meaſure was taken which led to that embaſſy, we were in a 


ſituation the moſt diſaſtrous. I will not queſtion, becauſe I bave 


no means of proving, how far the Miniſter was fincere when he 
edopted that meaſure; I am heartily inclined to think he was fincere 
in his endeavours to make peace when it was impoſſible for him to 
make a good one; for I do know that there is a natural connec- 
tion between haughtineſs and meanneſs ; and under the terms hc 
was ſent, it was as impoſlible to obtain a good peace, as if he had 
not at ali been ſent to Paris. But there was another point to be 
conſidered with that embaſſy ;—it took place v hen there was a loan 
to be obtained, and he continued at Paris until that loan was con- 
cluded ; we are now at a period in which the French have been 
victorious, and the Emperor's ſituation deſperate ; we are now alſo 
to negotiate a loan; and we are now, as we were then, called upon 
to confide in the profeſſions of the Miniſter. This is the way in 
which the Miniſter chuſes to gloſs over the duplicity of his conduct: 
we are now to negotiate in conjunction with the Emperor, and 
Buonaparte is to be the negotiator for peace for us both. The 
Miniſter tells us, ©. Do not put me under difficulties by your un- 
timely interference. It is a principle, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſhould confide in the Executive Government when they are 
endeavouring to negotiate for peace.” To that, as a general prin- 
ciple, I have no difficulty in aſſenting, although, perhaps, I ſhould 
not agree with the Miniſter as to the extent to which that principle 
may be carried. The queſtion is not here, Whether any Miniſter, 


under any circumſtances, ſhould have the confidence of this Houſe 


pending a negotiation ? but, whether the preſent Miniſter, under 
the preſent circumſtances, ought to have that confidence? And 
here it is not improper to recur to what happened in this Houſe 
two years ago: a motion was made by an honourable gentleman, 
not at all hoſtile-to the preſent Miniſter in his general line of po- 
litics (Mr. Wilberforce) What was then the language? The 
very ſame language as We have heard this day : Do not vote for 
this propoſition, but truſt to me.” Then comes the common-place 


argument, that every Miniſter muſt be intereſted in obtaining peace. 
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1 ſee no reaſon why that deſire ſhould be peculiar to a Miniſter. 
Was not Lord North in the ſame ſituation during the laſt war? 
Has not every Miniſter been in the ſame ſituation ? What is there 
peculiar in the character or fituation of the preſent Miniſter that 
ſhould lead us to ſuppoſe that he is more fincere in his profeſſions 
of peace than any other Miniſter? Upon the occafion to which I 
have alluded, the preſent Miniſter ſaid he ſhould be ready to nego- 
tiate whenever the enemy ſhould appear to be in a ſtate capable of 
maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity with other 
powers. What happened then? The Miniſter prevailed upon 
the Houſe to do then what he aſks you to do now, to confide in his 
profeſſions of ſincerity. The Houſe did not interfere with its au- 
thority, which it ought to have done, but did that which it ought 
not to have done ; it confided in an idea that a negotiation would 
ſoon take place: no negotiation, however, was attempted. After 
this, a conſiderable time elapſed, and then there came from the 
Throne a declaration which ftated, that from circumſtances which 
had taken place in France, a negotiation might be attempted. T 
thought, and I believe the people of this country thought, that the 
period was much too long before that negotiation was attempted. Ir 
was, however, at laſt attempted, through the medium of Mr. 
Wickham, and afterwards carried on by the embaſſy of Lord 
Malmeſbury ; and the whole conduct of it is ſo marked, and the 
public opinion upon it ſo well made up, that I need not add any 
opinion of mine upon the ſubject. It came to be diſcuſſed in this 
Houſe ; and we were told, after-every means had been made uſe of 
to evade all meaſures that could lead to any ſerious negotiation, 
that there was not a heart in England fo profligate as to with, nor 
a hand fo daſtardly as to ſign, nor was there to be found a man fo 
degenerate as to be the courier of a commiſſion to be ſent to France 
to ſtipulate for peace. The courier will, and muſt be found, and 
| truſt the hand will be ſeen that will fign a peace with France. I 
lay we have tried our Executive Government enough to be confi- 
dent we can do no good to our country by trying ſuch means any 
longer, Let us now try means which we have not tried ; my opi- 
mon is, that, let who will be the negotiators for peace, certainly ſtill 
more if the preſent Miniſters are to be the negotiators, the chance 
of obtaining it will be infinitely increaſed if Parliament ſhould give 
that negotiation the ſanction of its vote. If it ſhould appear to be 
die dictate of Parliament, it will give to thoſe with whom you are 
to negotiate a pledge of fincerity which they have not had; and [ 
link I need not add, that the French doubt the ſincerity of our 
preſent Executive Government. | + 
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The gentleman who ſpoke laſt has gone over the hiſtory of the 
war, and dwelt a good deal on the declaration of the French, to 
ſhew their hoſtility to this country. I admit that their declaration 
proves their hoſtility to us. But if we ſay that there is a reigning 
faction in France, that is not likely to be favourable to a peace— 
has not that faction a right to ſay, while you confide in the Mi- 
niſter's profeſſions, in defiance of his acts, that there is a reigning 
faction in Great Britain, that is not ſincerely deſirous for peace 
The expreſſions of the Directory, as againſt us, I admit, are very 
ſtrong, and are inconſiſtent with what England ought to expect; 
but, compared to the language of the leading faction in the Engliſh 
Houſe of Commons, they are terms of civility, and even polite- 
neſs; and all that has been ſaid in France, with all the powers of 
oratory which the leaders there poſſeſs, has not produced among 
the people of that country a greater abhorrence of our Executive 
Government, than what has been ſaid by the leading faction in 
this country. 

I will not follow the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt over 
all the ground which he has gone over ; I ſhall; however, ſtate by 
the way, that ſome of the points are miſtakenly put by him. He faid, 
that if the propoſitions which were made by me in the time of Ro- 
berſpierre had been adopted, they would have been reverſed by the 
ſucceeding faction. There is no authority for coming to that con- 
cluſion ; ſo much the contrary, that every meaſure that was agreed 
to with reſpect to external arrangements during the time of Rober- 
ſpierre, has been confirmed and carried into effect by that ſucceed- 
ing faction. But they have made peace with other powers, and 
have never ſeriouſly thought of doing ſo with Great Britain. That 
they ſhould endeavour to make peace with many of the great powers 
combined againſt them does not appear wonderful to me, nor won- 
derful that they have ſucceeded in ſuch endeavours. But did ther 
not endeavour to make a ſeparate peace with the Emperor ? I grant 
it: but their endeavours againſt him do not appear to me to be any 
proof of their extraordinary malice againſt us, nor does it prove the 
contrary. It proves only, that they have contended againſt the Em- 
peror in the way they have, becauſe they have the means of annoy- 
ing the Emperor more than they have the means of annoying us. 
But to return to the queſtion immediately before us, I would aſk, ic 
there any man in this Houſe, or in this country, who thinks that our 
chance of obtaining peace will be as good by confiding in the pro- 
miſe of Miniſters, as if this Houſe came to a declaration upon that 
ſubject? Does any man in his conſcience believe that the Execu- 
tive Government can be truſted ſo well in a negotiation for peace 
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without, as with the injunction of this Houſe? What are we ta 
think of thoſe who talked of marching to Paris, if they do not re- 
ceive the check of this Houſe in their phrenzy ? Does any man 
believe that, with all our advantages, and the profit we have had 
by the eaſy means we have diſcovered, as we were told by the gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt, that of quieting the people of this country, 
that we ſhall eaſier obtain peace by truſting to Minifters-than by in- 
terpoſing the authority of this Houſe to obtain peace? Of theſe 
means I truſt the people of this eountry have a proper feeling. We 
have found out the means of quieting the people of this country by 
repealing ſome of the beſt proviſions of the Bill of Rights; are we 
really to ſay to Europe, that this war was carried on to procure theſe 
f advantages of quieting the people of this country, and that we could 
E only paſs theſe meaſures when we had a large ſtanding army, which 
was oſtenſibly raiſed againſt a foreign foe, but which, in reality, was 
intended to enable our Executive Government to carry into effect 
theſe eaſy means of quieting the people? I own I do not think 
it neceſſary to congratulate the people on theſe eaſy means of quiet- 
ing them. I have heard it faid, it was wiſe to ſacrifice a part of our 
Liberty to ſave the remainder ; but the part which we have facrificed 
appears to be the moſt material of our Conſtitution. 

But let us conlider the time in which we are debating thoſe mea- 
ſures, We are not now about to grant millions to the Emperor, 
to enable him to march to Paris, but to prevent the French, as we 
are told, from marching to London : this is what I do not believe : 
but this is the ſtate of the argument as urged by thoſe who oppoſe this 
motion. It has been ſaid, that we have had an opportunity of 
ſhewing the character of the Britiſh nation in the preſent war. I 
hope that character will always be ſupported ; but I own I think it 
has been unneceffarily tried. I know of no obligation that we were 
called upon to ſhew our good faith in this war, at the commence- 
ment, even-according to the arguments of the Miniſter himſelf, 
except with regard to Holland; and there our aſſiſtance was not 
aked for; on the contrary, we were told that our friendſhip would 
de more dangerous than our neutrality. I wiſh for no breach-of 
faith on the part of this country, becauſe I know its honour is 
lighly valuable to its intereſt. I wiſh a peace may be obtained by 
us conjointly with the Emperor; but between two evils, I have no 
difficulty in declaring, that a ſeparate peace between the Emperor 
and France, or between Great Britain and France, would be a leſs 
&vil to us than a continuance of the war upon the preſent ſyſtem. 
ut after all that can be ſaid of the credit of this country, with all 
the advantages of the Sinking Fund, it muſt not be diſſembled that 
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you are lower in that refpe& than at any former period of your 
hiſtory. All your conqueſts in St. Domingo will never bring back 
to you the millions that you ſquandered, nor reſtore to you the loſs 
you have fuftained in lives devoted to that part of your ſervice, 
This may be called declamation upon the general ſubject of the 
wax, but it is not ſo. I am not making a general declamation 
upon the evils of war, but upon the evils which you have ſpeci. 
fically ſuſtained. We entered upon this war upon the general 
idea, that all the powers of Europe would enter into an alliance 
with us. The reſult of that policy we have ſeen France has 
gained the alliance of Spain, all the power of Italy, and the Nether. 
lands. They have obtained the neutrality at leaſt, I think the 
friendſhip, of the King of Pruſſia, Theſe are the allies which 
France has gained, to ſay nothing of Holland. Theſe are the alli. 
ances which France has already gained in the preſent war! Butin 
addition to theſe alliances of Spain, Pruſſia, Italy, the Netherlands, 
and Holland, they have gained an ally which is more formidable to 
us than all of them together I mean the National Debt of Great 
Britain. This is an ally that has been increafing from day to day, 
and will aid the French much more than all the reſt united ; and be 
it remembered, that we were told in the outſet that this was to be a 
conteſt of finance between Great Britain and France. Our confi- 
dence in the Miniſter will increaſe the power of this laſt and great 
ally of the French, for the continuance of the war will molt rapidly 
increaſe our debt. But it ſeems the French will be encouraged if 
this Houſcſhould interfere and diate to the Executive Government. 
Will they really think worſe of your energy, if they find that you 
are determined to take your own affairs into your own hands in- 
ſtead of confiding to the preſent Miniſter ? Will they really expect 
to make better terms of peace with the people of England, ſpeak- 
ing to them through the medium of the Repreſentatives, than with 
the preſent Executive Government? Do they expe& more real 
care of the intereſt of the people of England from a reigning fac- 
tion, than from the People themſelves, ſpeaking through the medium 
of their Repreſentatives? I apprehend the contrary ; and that, 28 
we ſhould expect more juſtice from the French people themſelves 
than we do of any faction among them, ſo would they from Great 
Britain ; and in that view I ſhould hope, that neither the Republic 
of France would be hoſtile to Great Britain, nor the limited Mo- 
narchy of this country be hoſtile to the juſt elaims and true intereſts 
of the Republic of France. I wiſh to know what better pledge 
you could give of ſincerity to France in your deſire for peace, tha 
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willing to negotiate: and what is more likely to lead to a reſtoration 
of tranquillity upon a ſolid and permanent foundation? I do not 
wiſh to go now into the queſtion of the terms of peace ; I know, as 
well as the Miniſter does, that they cannot now be diſeuſſed here; 
but I believe I may ſay without danger, that although Belgium was 
| once conſidered as the cauſe of breaking off the negotiation for 
peace, there would not be much difficulty now between the parties 

| upon that ſubject. I am afraid it is as little neceſſary now to ſay 
much about Holland; I am afraid too, that diſputes will be ſuper- 
| fluous as to what part of Italy the Emperor ſhall poſſeſs. I am 
afraid that the good ſenſe, or, if you pleaſe, the crying voice of the 
people of Great Britain, will not diſturb you much in conſequence 
of anv conceſſion you may make to France upon theſe points that 
were once ſo much an object of your contention. But, then, are 
you to ſue for peace? I hope you will never be compelled to do 
any thing that ſhall have the appearance of meanneſs. But ſurely 
you ſhould look at your fituation ; no man thinks that this war is 
to continue for ever. I will not ſtate any thing that appears to be 
extravagant, or that is likely to ſhcek you ; but I ſhould ſuppoſe 
that I allowed you a tolerable length of time, if I allowed you ten 
years to carry on the war. Now I would aſk if there be a man 
among us who thinks, that in the courſe of ten years you will be 
likely to ſtand upon a better ground for negotiation than you do 
now? Suppoſing, then, France to loſe all that ſhe has gained in 
the preſent conteſt, to loſe the friendſhip of Pruſſia, to loſe the alli- 
ance of Spain, to loſe the Netherlands, to loſe Holland, to loſe all 
the power ſhe now poſſeſſes in Italy, and that all theſe powers were 
to turn, as if by magic, into alliance with you, do you believe that 
even in ſuch an event, extravagant and inſane though it be to expect 
it, do you believe, I fay, that this new ally of the French, the na- 
tional debt of Great Britain, would not be equal to them all? One 
exmpaign more will add at leaſt forty millions to your debt: do 
you believe then, I ſay, that you will have better terms of peace than 
Jou may have at this moment? I have put the caſe as if you could 
command victory at all points, juſt in proportion as you have loſt 
it upon the Continent, almoſt without exception, ſince your diſaſter 
at Dunkirk. I ſay nothing againſt the valour of the Auſtrian 
arms; but I aſk, if I am ftating any thing unreaſonable in the ra- 
tonal proſpect of your affairs? But it is ſaid that the People of 
ngland ſhould not deſpond. That there is a gloom at this mo- 
ment over our affairs, which is not warranted by the real ſtate of 
them. J believe the People of England to he a grave, ſober, and 


ſenſible people, not eaſily driven to deſpondency. But when they 
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fee Miniſters day after day, week after week, month after month, 
and year after year, plunging them into a gulph or abyſs of ruin; 
when they ſce that Miniſters at one time talk triumphantly, and cali 
for confidence and money to march to Paris, and then again call for 
more confidence and more money to prevent the French from 
marching to London, I cannot much wonder even at their begin. 
ning to doubt of the propriety of the career of thoſe who thus load 
them. Let the People of England be fairly deſcribed. Let them 
be called gloomy, if you pleaſe ; deſponding, if you pleaſe ; but 
above all things, let them not be called impatient. What have 
they not been told that is falſe * what have they not ſuffered ? and 
yet without any ſymptom of impatience? Do not, therefore, let 
us mock or inſult them. I hope it will be ſhewn this night that 
we are determined to repreſent the ſenſe they have of their own af- 
fairs, and that we will no longer confide in the Miniſter who has 
ſo often and ſo ſhamefully deceived them, but that, like their repre- 
ſentatives, we will take their affairs into our own hands, and ſpeak 
their general wiſh for the reſtoration of peace in the only manner in 
which it is likely to be effeQual. I know that the people of this 
country have long withed for peace. Every man, therefore, in 
this Houſe, who is of that opinion, ſhould declare it this night by 
his vote. If you truſt to the profeſſions of the Miniſter, you will 
be deceived, as you have been. Declare your opinion to be in fa- 
vour of peace, and the people of this country will not fail to keep 
you in countenance ; they have ſpirit enough left, notwithſtanding 
the attempts that have been made to deprive them of it, to enforce 
ſuch a declaration, whatever the Miniſter may think of it. Should 
this Houſe come to the declaration which is now before you, does 
any man, who is the repreſentative of a county; does any man, 
who is the repreſentative of a manufacturing city or town; does 


any man, who is the repreſentative of any populous place in this m 
kingdom, fear that his conſtituents will diſapprove of his conduct la 
Do you not, on the contrary, all know, that they will thank you for be 
your conduct? Would any man in this Houſe be aſhamed ot th; 
afraid to meet his conſtituents to-morrow, after having voted for thus pet 
motion ? Does any ſach man think that an explanation of his con- of 
duct to his conſtituents will be neceſſary? But what will they do Ma 


who vote againſt this motion? Why, they will ſay that, indeed, they add 

are friends to peace; but that they did the beſt they could to obtalll 

it, by leaving the ſubje& in the hands of the Executive Govern- 

ment. There is nothing which they will not ſay in order to colt 

vince the public that they are favourable to peace; and they will 

be believed in their affertions, pretty much in the ſame manner & 
»: 
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thoſe are who profeſs to be advocates for the abo'ition of the Slave 
Trade, while they vote for it: ontinuance. Do not let us imagine 
that we can deceive the pie by our profeſſions ; they are too 
much enlightened, and th-y feel too much to be impoſed” upon by 
us; let us not perpetually talk of wiſhes for peace; let us do 
ſomething towards obtaining peace ; let us vote for peace ; | Hear! 
hear! hear! reſounded through the Houſe. | Let us not content 
ourſelves with faying we are fricnds to peace ; let us not truſt to 
Miniſters ; that we have done much too long; but let us act for 
ourſelves ! 

Now with regard to the particular words of this motion, perhaps 
had I penned it, I might have choſen other words, becauſe I am of 
opinion it does not go quite far enough; but upon that ſcore I do 
not ſee any thing material to object. I am ſure, that if you adopt 
it, more will be done than you can hope to do by confiding in the 
Miniſter, It defires the King to explain the reaſon why negoti- 
ation has not been renewed. I am ſure that is neceſſary in the 
opinion of al] Europe, for the reaſons hitherto aſſigned have been 
much too equivocal. The Miniſter ſays, that the French have 
miſicpreſented the conduct of our Executive Government in the 
late negotiation, I do not know that they have not; but an ex- 
planation will do us no harm. I believe that Lord Malmeſbury 
was inſtructed to inſiſt on the French giving up Belgium as a ſine 
qua non; I believe, too, that ſuch is the general opinion of Eu— 
rope, The Miniſter is always explicit in this Houſe no doubt, 
lince he convinces the majority of it; but with all his command 
of words, it muſt be confeſſed, that, out of this Houſe, no man is 
more unfortunate in his explanations. The French DireQory miſ- 
underſtand him, the centraRors for the loan miſunderſtand him, 
the bankers miſunderſtand him, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
miſunderſtands him ; and even the DireQors of the Bank of Eng- 
land, who take notes of his converſation, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
being accurate, miſunderſtand him. I wiſh, therefore, in future, 
that in all public affairs he would condeſcend to employ ſome other 
perſon whoſe knowledge of words is more upon a level with the reſt 
of mankind than his own, in order that men of ordinary capacity 
may ſtand a chance of comprehending his meaning. I ſhall only 
add, that, above all, the conſideration you can have in your minds 
this night, is the hitherto admirable, if not aſtoniſhing patience of 
the people of England, under all the calamities which the Miniſter. 
has heaped upon them, and the duty which you owe to them, to 


3 


ſpeak their wiſhes for peace. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT. Sir, I had no inclination to have 
again riſen upon the preſent ſubject, but I ſhall hope for the indul- 
gence of the Houſe while I offer a few reafons for giving my vote in 
favour of the order of the day. At the ſame time, Sir, I cannot 
think it neceſſary for me to detain the Houſe at any conſiderable 
length, as a great many of the topics on which the right honourable 
gentleman has argued, have digreſſed from that ſtate of the queſtion 
before the Houſe, admitted to be the real ftate of the queſtion by 
the right honourable gentleman's own argument. Yet, Sir, even as 
he has put the queſtion, he has ſtated it fo fairlv, and it reſts on 
grounds fo plain and ſimple, that it cannot require any great compaſs 
of obſervation on my part, to direct the Houſe how it ought to de- 
eide. Sir, the right honourable gentleman ſtated in the early part 
of his ſpeech, that the queſtion for the conſideration of the Houſe is, 
whether the proſpect of peace was likely to be more accelerated by 
leaving it to Government to act in ſuch manner as ſeemed to them 
beſt calculated to produce that effect, or whether it is proper tor the 
previous declaration of Parliament to be given upon the ſubject: 
If this be the queſtion, as ſtated by the right honourable gentleman, 
it is the more unnecefſary for me to enter much into the particulars 
of it; for it appears, that however we may differ on ſome of the 
particulars of the queſtion, on the general coneluſions to be deduced 
from them, we are perfectiy agreed. The right honourable gentic- 
man has taken ſome pains to argue, that there is throughout the 
country a wiſh for peace; that there is alſo throyghout this Houſe a 
Wiſh for peace. Sir, this is a point which the right honourable 
gentleman might well have ſpared himſelf the trouble of arguing ; 
it is admitted that it muſt be the general wiſh of this Houſe, the 
general and univerſal wiſh of the Public, to attain ſo defirable an 
object; but, Sir, it is not the wiſh either of this Houſe, or of the 
Public, to procure that unqualified, unconditional peace which has 
been hitherto held out to us. It is not, J truſt, meant to be con- 
tended, that it is the wiſh of the Houſe, or of this Country, to ob- 
tain a peace by the ſurrender of that which forms the baſis of our 
| ſociety, our honour, our good faith towards our brave ally, and our 
national character. The right honourable gentleman has argued, 
that whoever would beſt diſcharge his duty to his conſtituents, muſt 
yote for the motion for the addreſs—and he aſks, Who is there 
who would be afraid to meet his conſtituents, and tell them he had 
ſo voted? Sir, whether our conſtituents would approve all that 
was done by their repreſentatives, is a ſubje& unconnected and in- 
dependent of the preſent queſtion. Sir, whether they wiſh for peace 
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or not, makes no difference with reſpect to the propriety or impro- 
priety of voting on the fame fide with the right honourable gentle- 
man ; but there may be this difference with regard to the effe& of 
ſuch a vote, namely, whether it would be more likely to accelerate 
or retard a peace, and how far it would tend to affect that peace, 
by rendering the terms of it more or leſs favourable or unfavourable 
to this country. The right honourable gentleman thinks it the 
more likely way to promote the ſucceſs of a negotiation for peace, to 
accede to the motion for the addreſs. But does the right honourable 
gentleman expect, that becauſe his opinion is clear and decifive in 
his own mind, that he has a right to anticipate the opinion of every 
other Member of this Houſe ? Does he think that he alone has a 
right to judge which is the way to obtain a particular object in the 
moſt advantageous manner? Does he take upon himſelf to be 
fuch a complete repreſentative of the People of England, that he has 
a right to denounce the vengeance of their conſtituents on thoſe re- 
preſentatives who ad; according to their own ſentiments, and in their 
own view of the ſubject, in oppoſition to that of the right honour- 
able gentleman * Sir, I will tell him, that if any one is convinced 
that the original motion is improper, however he may fall into 
an offence for adopting an opinion, which, in the eyes of the right 
honourable gentleman, muſt have the effect of retarding the negoti- 
ation—if there is any Member of this Houſe who thinks we have a 
better chance of obtaining a peace ſoon, by leaving the conduct of it 
to the diſcretion of the Exccutive Government ſolely, rather than to 
the control of Parliament, a control which is contrary to the funda- 
mental principles by which ſuch negotiations are conduted—if there 
is any Member in this Houfe who does not think that object fo 
likely to be forwarded by the language of the right honourable gen- 
tleman, I neverthelefs think ſuch Member may go to his conſtitu- 
ents, and tell them, that he has not voted contrary to the opinion of 
the right honourable gentleman upon flight or ſuperficial conſidera- 
tion; but that he has viewed the ſubject, with reference to the mode 
by which a ſolid and permanent peace might be accelerated, and its 
effects improved; and having done ſo, he may juſtly ſay, on this 
ground, I claim the continuance of your future favour and confi- 
dence, This js the ground on which I feel every man ſhould act 

this is the ground on which I am ſure every impartial Member in 
this Houſe will judge. Sir, if it be admitted by the right honour- 
able gentleman, that it is not his deſire that peace ſhould be attended 
with any delay, for this very reaſon it becomes the leſs neceſſary for 
me to diſcuſs thoſe topics, which took up ſo large a portion of his 
ſpecch. If he meaps that we ſhould forward a peace, provided it is 


if 
8 

1 
+ 
x 
1 
[ 


359 PARLIAMENTARY [Conmons, 


on admiſſible and honourable terms, he certainly is arguing a point 
which he needed not have troubled himſelf with, for it is univer. 
fally admitted ; but if his argument leads to the concluſion, that 


Ve are driven 5 the neceſſity of ſubmitting to any terms propoſed to 


us, though ever ſo arrogant; that the ſituation of the country is ſuch, 
that * are no ſacrifices which we ought not to make; then it leads 
to a conclution, which I truſt no one will admit the juſtnefs of, 
Sir, if the right honourable gentleman, by arguing on the enormous 
amount of our national debt, and the extent of the loſſes ot our ally, 
means tv bring the public mind into a temper to ſay, we are in ſuch 
a ſituation that there is nothing we will not ſurrender; we will give 
up that ſenſe of honour and faith we have hitherto preſerved towards 
our allies ; we will forego our regard for the future ſecurity of the 
country, the very means on which we depend for obtaining a peace 
likely to be permanent: we will ſurrender every advantage we 
poſſeſs at the hazard of all that can make a peace available — at the 
riſque of the independence and ſccyrity of the country, Sir, if this 
is the object of his argument, I do not believe that we ſhall ever 
hear ſuch language adopted by the country in general. I truſt we 
ſhall never agree to ſurrender at the feet of the enemy, that which 
is neceſſary to the ſecurity of the country, and to the permanence of 
peace; and [I have the ſatisfaction of believing, that whatever may 
be the arguments of the right honourable gentleman, there is no 
ſuch ſentiment in his own mind. The queſtion comes to this 
point, whether the Houſe, after what has been heard, can be of 
opinion a peace on admiſſible terms is likely to be attained ſooner 
by the preſent motion. The right honourable gentleman began by 
ſaving, there was no reliance to be placed on the declarations of His 
Majeſty's Miniſters, and that the declarations now made in oppoſi- 
tion to the motion, ſhould be no more believed than the declara- 
tions which I troubled the Houſe with betore. He ſtated, that it 
might be the intention of Miniſters to treat for peace in a manner 
ſimilar to the negotiations laſt year. Now, Sir, as to the terms of 
the former declaration, the right honourable gentleman, in the firſt 
part of his ſpeech, ſpeaks of my declaration, as if it had wholly 
omitted that part of it which ſtated, that ſteps have been taken 
with a view of making uſe of the opportunity to renew the negoti- 
ations for a joint peace with the Emperor. Sir, the right honour- 
able gentleman ſtates, that it was told to the Bank in the morning, 
that Mr. Hammond was to go to Vienna, and that the general ob- 
ject of his miſſion would moſt probably be explained in this Houſe ; 
and he then aſks, how has it been explained? I anſwer, that if 
ſuch a declaration is made, and the queſtion is, whether ſuch an cx: 
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planation has been made as is ſatisfactory, ſurely it is ſufficient, if 
it appears that the general object to attain which a perſon is ſent, is 
ſuch as to the perſons who ſend him ſeems to be moſt likely, under 
all the circumſtances, to forward a general pacification in conjune- 
tion with His Majeſty's alles. It is not an explanation which 
ſhews a certain definite object to be the reſult of the meaſure in- 
tended to be adopted. Sir, the right honourable gentleman amuſed 
himſelf by alluding to my power of making uſe of language not 
always perfectly intelligible ; how. far this is true, or how far it 
may or may not ſometimes be the diſpoſition of others to underſtand 
it, I will not pretend to ſay, but I will ſay it has been my endea- 
vour, as far as my knowledge of the Engliſh language would permit, 
to make myſelf clearly underſtood on every occation. How far the 
right honourable gentleman, who is a maſter of language, has made 
himſelf underſtood, with reſpe& to the motion being likely to pro- 
mote the object which he agrees we ought to aim at, I leave to the 
Houſe to determine. Sir, the next part of the argument is, whether 
we are ſending this perſon to the right place? and I will ſpeak but 
ſhortly upon this ſubject. Is there, let me aſk, any way of negoti- 
ating with more probability of ſucceſs, than by ſending a perſon to the 
very ſpot where that power is, whoſe conſent and concurrence is ne- 
ceſſary to carrying any negotiation, under the preſent circumſtances, 
into effect? This is ſo clear, that I will not trouble the Houſe by 
any endeavours to prove it. Sir, it is neceffary that I ſtate diſ- 
tinctly to the Houſe, that the meaſure of taking ſteps from hence, 
in conſequence of the ſeparate overtures for peace by the French to 
the Emperor of Germany, with a view to renewing the negoci- 
ations, is a meaſure which was reſolved on when I argued the 
queſtion relative to the loan to the Emperor. It will be found, 
that at that very period the meaſure was in agitation. It, perhaps, 
may be aſked, why I did not at that time mention a circumſtance 
which muſt certainly have had a favourable effect with reſpect to 
convincing the Houſe of the ſafety of the loan to the Emperor. I 
anſwer, if it is to be made a reproach to me, that I did not argue 
ſo well as I might have done, I ſhall hardly think it neceſſary to 
diſcuſs ſuch an objection: it is true I waved an argument which I 
might have uſed with effect, but I had the good fortune to ſatisfy 
the Houſe that my opinion was right, even without the aid of that 
argument ; but if I had uſed it, I doubt much whether I ſhould 
have ſatisfied the right honourable gentleman. Sir, whoever looks 
to this queſtion, whether with reference to the attainment of peace, 
or the continuance of war, muſt ſee that a loan to the Emperor is a 
eireumſtanee peculiarly neceſſary. Sir, it is in conſcquence of the 
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-countera&t our endeavours to attain peace. The right honourable 


overture to the Emperor, we have thought it neceſſary to renew 
our endeavours ; and I know of no circumſtance which is likely to 


gentleman has ſiated; that the conduct of Government is ſuch, that 
it depends on the fortuitous circumſtances of chance and fortune to 
give it any good effect; but J have heard no progf of this, unleſs 
the aſſertion of the right honourable gentleman may be ſo called. 
He has ſtated, that the terms propoſed by Lord Malmetbury, failed 
through our haughtineſs ; but he ſeems to have uſed this atſertion; 
merely to have an opportunity of coupling it with the invidious re- 
floction of meant i ia negotiating, when in a ſtate of adverſity, and 
ceaſing afterwards to n:gotiate when the affairs of the Emperor were 
more proſperous. Sir, how this can be conſtrued into an act of 
haughtineſs or meanneſs; I am at a loſs to determine; What is 
the next point? The right honourable gentleman is afraid that 
Miniſters would not {ulkciently endeavour to promote a peace, and 
therefore he wiſhes to give the negotiation the ſanction of this 
Houſe. But how docs it appear there is any room for ſuch an 
aſſertion? The pacific intention of Government has manifeſtly 
appeared on every occaſions His Majeſty's meſſage expreſsly ſtated, 
that he anxiouſly looked for the moment when a change of the diſ- 
poſition of the enemy would enable him to renew his negotiation for 
peace. The King, in his Manifeſto, made an authentic act in 


proof of this obſervation. He cloſed it with a ſolemn declaration 


to all Europe, that in ſpite of the haughtineſs of the enemy, he 
u as determined to renew ſuch negotiations; but was the hope that 
was given by the French that ſuch renewal was practicable? The 
right honourable gentleman has alluded to ſome expreſſions of mine 
reſpecting my wiſh, that there was not a hand who would fign 2 
requeſt to renew the negotiations, or a courier to convey ſuch re- 


| 
queſt. The meaning of what I ſaid was certainly very different ) 
from the interpretation which the right honourable gentleman has \ 
put upon the words. I ſtated, that the acknowledgments and con- c 
ceſſions which the French Directory had defired as preliminaries to jt 
a peace, were ſuch, that there could not be found in His Majeſty's 
Councils a heart to dictate, or a hand to ſubſcribe ſuch terms, and ti 
that the country was not ſo fallen, as that a man could be found in 5 
it abject enough to be the courier to convey ſuch conceſſions 28 W 
would unconditionally, irrecoverably, and even without diſcuſſion, tr; 
give up every thing that was valuable, or that we could look for to 
from the proſecution of the war. eri 
Sir, I will not detain the Houſe by a repetition of arguments 
which have been ſo fully diſcuſſed; but I will obſerve, that what- hu: 
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ever has paſſed reſpeQing the negotiations for peace, is alone impu- 
table to the haughtineſs of the enemy, and no change of circum» 
ſtances can alter a retroſpective fact; but I will afiert, that never 
was the judgement of the Houſe more ſupported by the general opi- 
nion of the whole nation, than with regard to the fincerity of His 
Majeſty's Miniſters in the negotiation ; and that its failure was ow- 
ing to the exalted pretenſions of the enemy. I do not believe there 
is a man in the country who can entertain a doubt of our wiſh to 
promote a permanent and honourable peace with France; but 
whether it is right for Parliament to interfere, and determine how 
the negotiation for peace ſhall be conducted, is a point I muſt leave 
to the Houſe to determine. The motion does not ſtate any ſpe- 
cific act, or what particular terms ſhall be adopted, it merely ex- 
prefſes what ſhall be the opinion of the Houſe, but it does not enter 
into any detail. But if Minifters were now infincere, what would 
the motion do to cure that evil? It left them, with regard to their 
will, juſt where they were before—it was therefore a meaſure 
puerile, nugatory, deluſive, and ineffectual. If Miniſters were ſa 
inſincere and delufive in their conduct as to merit ſuſpicion, I hope 
the Houſe will have the manlineſs to give advice to the Throne to 
remove them, and put the Councils of the State into other hands. 
This is ſtating a queſtion which the right honourable gentleman 
will approve, and, doubtleſs, his ſincerity in ſeconding the motion 
was only to that view. | 

The right honourable gentleman had ſaid, that he approved that 
part of the motion which called for an explanation of the terms to 
be offered to the French: but that was not the exact tenor of the 
motion, which called for an explanation only of the nature of the 
terms which had been offered them_in the late negotiations—but 
did the right henourable gentleman wiſh that the King ſhould, 
without the conſent of the Emperor, ſtate publicly what the terms 
were? As to the motion, it contained no remedy, ſuppoſing an 
evil toexiſt, and was leſs intclligible and more obſcure than the ſub- 
ject it was intended to elucidate. | 

The right honourable gentleman had granted, that in ordinary 
times the interference of Parliament with the functions of the 
Crown, in the bulineſs of negotiation, was wrong, but that now it 
was right on account of the emergencies of the times: this was ex- 
traordinary doctrine indeed; for if in ordinary times it was neceſſary 
to abſtain from interpoſition, was it not more neceſſary to abſtain in a 
eriſis ſo important as the preſent ? 

Finally, as the meaſure was unneceſſary and uſcleſs, if not 


hurtful, was unſupported by argument, nugatory, and ineffectual 
Vox. II. 2 2 
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to any purpoſe, I conceive it to be my duty to vote for the order 
of the day. 

Mr. FOX inſiſted that Mr. Pitt had overlooked part of his argy. 
ment. The preſent motion, he contended, would expreſs diſ= 
tinctly to all Europe, that the Houſe was ſincere in its defire to 
negotiate. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY raid, that what the wiſdom of 
Parliament and the prudence of the nation ſhould now look for, 
was not ſo much an immediate pcace, as a ſecure one; and this 
object, he hoped and truſted, would be at length ſucceſstully accom- 
pliſhed by patience under our ſufferings, and perſeverance in the 
conteſt. He augured favourably of our ultimate ſucceſs from the 
zeal and ſpirit that was now ſpringing up in the country, a ſpirit 
which would prove our beſt defence, and on which it was alwavs 
his opinion that we ſhould moſt confidently rely. This ſpirit, while 
it reflected honour on our national character, would alſo prove our 
moſt powerful protection againſt an invaſion, of which all real danger 
would be groundleſs, as long as that ſpirit continued to animate our 
exertions. Nor ſhould the ſtate of our finances in the leaſt depreſs 
that ſpirit. He was ſatisfied that they might be ſoon retrieved, if 
Miniſters were duly anxious for their re-eſtabliſhment ; our wealth 
and reſources were ſtill immenſe, and though a temporary embarraſſ- 
ment might tend to diſconcert us, was that a ſufficient reaſon to make 
us ſubmit to lie down and die? On the preſent occafion, he could 
not ſee what advantage was to be derived from a vote of Parlia- 
ment; it was true that in the American war, a vote of Parliament 
was ſuppoſed to have contributed not a little to the termination of 
that conteſt: but there was no compariſon to be drawn between that 
war and the war in which we are now engaged. That war did not 
threaten our internal peace and ſecurity ; the preſent war ſtrikes at 
both, nay, at our very national exiſtence. We had then but com- 
paratively ſome ſmall advantages to ſtand out for; but we have 
now to contend with a great and powerful rival, who purſues her 
conqueſts ſolely, or, at leaſt, principally, in order to eri ipple and fetter 
down our national ſtrength, and, if poſſible, to keep us in continual 
fears, and finally fink us into ſubjection. Where then would be 
the advantages of peace, if that peace be not founded on ſecurity? 
When that was attended to, money would appear nothing, and the 
country would not heſitate to ſacrifice every thing to attain that ſe- 
curity. The more money we are ſuppoſed to poſſeſs, the greater 
temptation do we hold out to the enemy; and as long as we permit 
them to rule along the length of the coaſt they now hold —as long; 
eſpecially, as they retain Belgium and Holland, what ſecurity can 
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there be for England? England did not poſſeſs half the population 
of France, nor half the internal reſources which that opulent country 
enjoyed. Our chief defence has hitherto conſiſted, in France not 
poſſeſſing ſtrong forts oppoſite our coaſt. They ſpare no labour 
nor expence in attempts to erect forts oppoſite Portſmouth ; and al- 
though they may not in that reſpect have ſucceeded, yet by poſſeſ- 
ſing the coaſts of Holland, their object is attained. Now then was 
the moment to ſtrain every nerve in the ſtruggle; and for his part, 
he was more fearful that Miniſters would be too forward, than too 
tardy, in bringing it to a termination. And his complaint againſt 
them was, that on hearing of the difaſters that had lately befallen the 
Imperial arms, they did not immediately come down to the Houſe 
and call for a loan to re- invigorate the brave exertions of our illuſ- 
trious and faithful ally. He could not agree with the right honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Fox), that terms of reconciliation were ſo eligi- 
ble with an enemy, with a rival power ſuch as France. They would 
make peace with no man or Miniſter, unleſs Belgium and Holland 
remained at their diſpoſal; and what could their object be in retain- 
ing theſe countries, unleſs to annoy, unleſs to keep England in 
chains? But to this degree of humiliation England would never 
ſubmit, as long as the breaſts of Engliſhmen continued to glow with 
a ſpark of the fpirit which informed and diſtinguiſhed the conduct 
and character of our anceſtors. He agreed with the right honour- 
able gentleman {Mr. Pitt), that Miniſters ſhould not be driven to a 
negotiation by the intervention of Parliament. Jo this the preſent 
motion had a tendency, and, as ſuch, he muſt confider it as danger- 
pus. What he would again adviſe them to do was, immcdiately 
to ſend pecuniary ſuccours to the Emperor: for through his co- 
operations only could they ever be enabled to negotiate with effect. 
dir OHN MACPHERSON was anxious that the preſent mo- 
tion ſhould be adopted, as, in his opinion, it would materially con- 
tribute to give peace to this country, to all Europe, and even to our 
enemies. All Europe had ſuffered from the war, and this ſhould 
induce us to try every means for the reſtoration of peace. Indeed, 
he truſted the Houſe was fo deeply impreſſed with its neeeſſity, that 
they would not heſitate to meet the motion with unanimity [a laugh |, 
or at leaſt with ſome ſmail degree of unanimity—| a till louder 
laugh. Sir John was happy to hear the Houſe ſo merry, but he 
did not altogether imagine that they recollected or underitood the 
terms of the motion ; for, in his opinion, it only went to exculpate 
the country as far as the voice of its repreſentatives could diſprove 
and diſeduntenance the inſinuations of infincerity which the enemy 
endcavoured to attach to the late negotiation, and aſſiſt Miniſters in 
2 2 2 
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proving that the prolongation of the calamities of war did not re$ 
with this country. To a motion of this tendeney he did not fee 
why any objection ſhould be made by either fide of the Houſe, 
eſpecially as it went to procure an eſſential advantage to the country, 
while it contributed to ſtrengthen the hands of Government ; and in- 
deed it was but juſtice on our fide to declare to all Europe that we 
only came forward in defence of our own rights and liberties, and 
not to entrench on, or enſlave thoſe of other nations—on theſe 
grounds he thought himſelf juſtified in ſupporting the preſent 
motion. 

Mr. JONES faid, that no man in the Houſe could be more 
anxious for peace than he himſelf was ; but the peace he wiſhed 


for was, that which might ſafely be obtained with a due regard to 


the balance of power in the European ſyſtem of politics. Such 
only ſhould be the peace that ſound ſenſe could think cf in this 
new philoſophical æra of the world. Peace might be as unguardedly 
made as war, and the preſent motion, inſtead of accel-rating, would, 
in his opinion, place it at a greater diſtance. Indeed we ſhould not 
be fo forward in courting freſh indignities. The ignominious 
manner in which our Ambaſſador had been diſmiſſed, he could never 
forget ; nor could he ever forgive the inſult offered to the nation by 
that diſmiſſal, which, if it was not duly vindicated and avenged, 
muſt fix an indelible ſtain on Britiſh honour. Now was not the 
moment to ſupplicate for peace, when we were depreſſed by the 
diſaſtrous aſpect of our pecuniary embarraſſments. Our ſpirit, on 
the contrary, ſhould riſe ſuperior to every tranſitory diſtreſs, eſpe- 
cially when we recolle& that we have to ſtruggle with an enemy 
whoſe avowed object it is to ſubvert cur Conſtitutic, to dry up the 
reſources of the country, and to aim at the ſack ae Ae. of this 
capital city, which they denominate the New Carthage. The ob- 
jects we contend for are great: our liberties, our fortunes, our reli- 
gion, our God, and our King. If in ſuch a cauſe we ſhrink but 
an inch, we not only hazard our own ruin, but we involve in it 
the fate of the civilized world. On theſe grounds he muſt warmly 
oppoſe the motion. | | 

Mr. GREEN faid a few words in favour of the motion. 

Colonel FULLARTON faid, with reſpect to pacification, 
which the honourable gentleman has fo ably and truly urged as 4 
deſirable object, he will probably not find a diſſenting voice from 
Dover to the Orkneys. But with reſpe& to the mode hory, or the 
time when, that benefit may be procured—with reſpect to the 
Dumzd), and the Quando, on that point, he will find Tot Hominei 
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quot ſententiæ. For his part, his mind could hardly figure a mor@ 
unpropitious moment than the preſent. 

In the firſt place, conſidering the aCtual ſtate of Great Britain 
and Ireland, it cenainly appears, that any repetition of ambaſſadorial 
miſſion, or diplomatique advances on the part of His Majeſty to 
the Directory or Cabinet of France, could only tend to expoſe His 
Majeſty's Councils, to have their propoſals again rejected. 

When we ſtrip this queſtion of all diplomatique ambiguity, it 
ſtands exactly thus Is this country prepared to admit, that Bel- 
gium ſhall not be reſtored to the Emperor, and that the Rhine ſhall 
be the boundary of France? if you ſay, Aye, then undoubtedly you 
may obtain terms of accommodation ; but if you ſay, No, then the 
French will anſwer — Come and take Belgium Come and drive 
us from the Rhine. There again the Quamods interpoſes obſtacles, 
which all the diplomatique powers of Lord Malmeſbury cannot 
obviate ; nor can they be obviated, unleſs Mr. Benjamin Garlike, 
or ſome other of our diplomatique operators, can prevail on his 
Pruſſian Majeſty to bring againſt the French, what in the civil 
law is called, Actis Finium Regundorum. 

But before Mr. Benjamin Garlike, or Lord Malmeſbury receive 
any new credentials, there are preliminaries reſpecting the Status 
Ju, not the Salus Quo ante Bellum but the Status Qus before the 
ſtoppage of our national circulation, which remain to be adjuſted, 
with a much more deſpotic and difficult Directory than that of 
France, I mean the [Imperium in Imperio, commonly called the Di- 
reors of the Bank of England. We have all heard of Govern- 
ments overturned by Ariſtocracies and Moboeracies, and Clubocra- 
eies but now it is Bankocracy that threatens the deſtruction of ſo- 
elal order in this country. It is Bankocracy that turns and over- 
turns all queſtions reſpecting war, negotiation, and peace, and which, 
if not prevented by the vigorous and able interpoſition of a diſtin- 
guiſned Baronet (Sir William Pulteney), will infallibly overturn 
this Government. 

Before we talk, therefore, of renewing negotiations with Mr. 
Delacroix, it is neceſſary to aſcertain the Status Quo with Mr. 
Giles—it is neceſſary to reſtore the credit, confidence, and circula- 
tion of this country. It is neceſſary to obtain the means of ren- 
dering this country impervious in defence, invincible in finance. 
Until theſe great and important preliminaries are completely rati- 
hed, any overtures, or tendency to negotiation with France, would 
not only be premature, but pernicious. | 

When thoſe great objects are accompliſhed — whenever the time 
ſhall come, that the queition of overtures and accommodation can 
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be diſcuſſed without impropricty, he ſaid, he would be ready fully 
and fairly to ſtate what he conceived to be the only practicable mede 
of obtaining reaſonable terms of peace. In the mean time, he 
ſhould only fay, that ſome of the negotiators who have hitherto 
been employed on the part of this country, have afforded very am- 
ple negative inſtructions reſpecting thoſe things which ought to be 
avoided, if our object is, that negotiation ſhould terminate in paci. 
fication. He truſted, whenever it ſhould pleaſe His Majeſty to 
renew negotiations, they would be conducted in a very different 
ſpirit from the unconciliatory temper, and offenſive manners with 
which our diplomatique intercourſe had been, on different occaſions, 
conducted on the Continent. 

Theſe are not times for entruſting the moſt important intereſts 
of the country to Plenipotentiarics, who intrench themſelves behind 
the ramparts of etiquette, and ſtalk on the ſtilts of Ambaſladorial 
Mightineſs ; while, at the ſame time, they are ſo bandaged and 
ſwaddled in the formalitics of diplomatiſm, that if Mr. Delacroix 
were to aſk them what o'clock it is, they would hardly know how 
to give him a direct anſwer, without fending expreſs to England to 
conſult the minute hand at St. James's. 

There is another point, to which it may not be irrelevant to 
refer proſpectively on this bulineſs ; undoubtedly every returning 
ſentiment of amity and mutual forbearance ought to be encouraged 
by every practicable mode. Perhaps, with this view, no better 
beacon or directory can be found in the annals of negotiation, than 
the conduct of our Indian Government in the year 1781, when 
French, Dutch, Myſoreans, and Mahrattas, were all'in arms againſt 
the Engliſh ; and our intereſts in the Eaſt were, if poſſible, more 
unproſperous than they are at pretent on the Continent of Europe. 
An honourable Baronet, now a Member of this Houle, then ſccond 
in Council, and afterwards Governor General in India, in con- 
junction with Lord Macartney and Sir Eyre Coote, intimated to 
the Mahrattas, that unleſs, in ſo far as might be neceſſary to ſupport 
exiſting engagements with allies, the Engliſh Government was de- 
termined that their operations againſt the Mahrattas ſhould be 
naval, and defenſive merely. This they intimated to the Poonah 
Government, and from that moment not a ſhot was fired between 
the Mahrattas and the Engliſh. There is one other point, which 
muſt not be omitted. It is well known, that the French, from 
the commenecment of the war, have reſiſted all ideas of treating 
colleQively with the confederated powers ; in ſo doing, they have 
proved their wiſdom : for by treating individually, they have de- 
tached every power from the confederacy excepting Auſtria and 
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England. If the French loſe all hope of detaching theſe powers 
from each other, they can no longer have the ſame object left for 
perſiſting in that policy ; at leaſt, it may no longer be impracticable 
to deviſe means for bringing them to treat on general principles, 
and collective arrangements. This can hardly be effected without 
a congreſs in ſome form or other. Under this impreſſion, he would 
take the liberty of reading ſuch a form of reſolutions, as he con- 
ceived would meet the object in view : not meaning, however, at 
all to preſs them on the Houſe at preſent. 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that whenever 
« a proper opportunity occurs, the moſt eligible mode of cſtabliſhing 
« the tranquillity of Europe on a ſecure foundation will be, by aſ- 


5 i ſembling a General Congreſs, ſuch as took place laſt century pre- 
d « vious to the peace of Munſter —T hat the object of this Congreſs 
al « ought to be, to ſpecify and declare to all mankind the principles 
ud « of right and wrong, which ought to govern the relations between 
* « independent ſtates — to ſpecify and declare to all mankind the 
2 « principles of ſecurity, property, and public credit, which it is ne- 
(0 « ceſſary to recognize and render effectual, before any pacification 
« can be negotiated with ſtability or honour. 

"Mi « In the event of the Belligerent powers not acceding to this 
ng © opinion, it will become this Houſe to make known the grounds 
ged « on which the war is continued, to aſcertain the form in which it 
UT « is to be conducted, and to declare the principles on which a ceſſa- 
han * tion of hoſtilities ought to be concluded on the part of his Bri- 
hen « tannic Majeſty.” 

aint Mr. WESTERN ſaid, that he was always anxious to pomote 
More every meaſure that tended to the reſtoration of peace. With that 
* view he would ſupport the preſent motion againſt the order of tlie 
cond day; but if that was carricd, it was his intention to move an amend- 
con- ment, which he truſted would render the motion more palat ble to 
ed to the majority of the Houſe. | 
1pport Mr. POLLEN replied in nearly the following words:. 
as de- Mr. Speaker, when I fee the impatience of the Houſe for the 
d be queſtion, and obſerve at the ſame time that it is {carcely ten o'clock, 
oonah and that the ſubject of our deliberation is no leſs important than 
e peace to Europe, I confeſs I am extremely aſtoniſhed— But, Sir, I 
which cannot refrain from claiming the privilege of riſing a ſecond time 
08 to explain to the Houſe, if they have not ſufficiently obſerved it, 
a. that the whole train of this diſcuſſion has followed from the ho- 
| _ nourable gentleman (Mr. Addington) having determined to indulge 
a = us with his opinions on two points, which I particularly excluded 


from the ſubject of my propoſition ; namely, the merit or demerit 
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of the article of treaty ſent by Lord Malmeſbury to the DireQory, 
I can only ſuppoſe, that both that honourable gentleman, and others 
in the ſame tone of argument, had pre-conceived my notice would 
be of the nature to which their obſervations might have applied; 
but finding the caſe to be otherwiſe, I regret extremely the very 
wide deviation from the fimple point of debate—which is, Have 
the DireQory of France, or have they not, deduced fairly from the 
ſtatement of Lord Malmeſbury ? If fairly, then it may become 
worthy of ſerious diſcuſſion, whether our Miniſter ought to have 
made ſuch propoſition ; if unfairly, then does it become neceflary 
for us to vindicate our fincerity to the French nation, and to hope 
that deception being removed which has continued the war, a right 
underſtanding may determine it. This is the ſimple explanation 
of the motion ; and as I cannot imagine that negotiation which is 
declared to be on foot can at all be impeded by a public declaration 
of His Majeſty that he is willing to negotiate on honourable terms, 
I ſhall certainly vote againſt the order of the day. 

Mr. MARTIN faid, that there was ſo much humility and can- 
dour is the manner of the honourable gentleman who brought for- 
ward the motion, that he hoped the motion for the order of the day 
would be withdrawn. | 

The queſtion was now loudly called for, and the Houſe divided: 
For Mr. Pollen's motion, 85 ; Againſt it, 291. Majority, 206. 

Adjourned to Thurſday ſe'nnight. 


No debate. 


Monday, 24th April. 


Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that he had received 
from Admiral Sir John Jervis, Knight of the Moſt Honourable 
Order of the Bath, the following letter, in return to the thanks d 
this Houſe, ſignified to him by Mr. Speaker, in obedience to their 
commands of the third day of March laſt : 


SIR, 
&« To have merited the approbation of the Houſe of Commons 
« of Great Britain, twice in the ſame war, falls to the lot of fe 
© men, who hold high commands in His Majeſty's fleets, and | 
te beg you will aſſure the Houſe, how highly I prize the gr 
&* honour I have received; and that I will not fail to convey to tit 
« Admirals, Captains, Officers, Seamen, Marines, and Soldier 
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under my command, the very honourable teſtimony the Houf, 
« has been pleaſed to expreſs of their ſkill, bravery, and diſciplinee 
« in the ſucceſsful action with the ficet of Spain, on the 14th of 
« February laſt, 

« Permit me to make my beſt acknowledgements to you, Sir, for 


« the verv obliging terms in whici) you have made this communi— 
« cation; and I have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 
« SIN, 
« Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
« Fitzry, in toe T agus, J. JERVIS. 
« 224 March, 1797. | 
« 7; the Right Hnmralle Henry Addington, Speater.” 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR moved, That the Committce ap- 
pointed for inquiring into the beſt means of improving waſte lands, 
hive power to report their proceedings to the Houſe from time to 
tine, Order). 

In the Committee on the hill for amending the act which ena- 
bles manufacturers to iſſye ſmall notes, Mr. W. BIRD introduced 
a clauſe, to limit its duration to the 5th of Joly. 

Un the motion of Mr. SHERIDAN, the conſideration of the 
Maiditone eleRion petition was put olf. from Friday next to the 
o of May; and that of the petitiva from Canterbury to the 


2d of lav. | 

The order of the day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of Supply, being moved for, 

Mr. FOX roſe to take notice of a recent event of the. oreateſt 
lngattude and importance; an event to which the attention of 
every body was directed at the preſent moment. Gentlemen would 
elily perceive that he alluded to the conduct of the Seamen on 
board His Majeſty's fleet at Portſmouth. He knew nothipg at all 
ot thoſe tranſactions which took place there, except what he had 
read in the public papers; but as His Majeſty's Miniſters muſt be 
in poſſeſſion of better information on the ſubject, he thought it ne- 
ceſſary therefore to aſk, Whether they intended to communicate ſuch 
information to the Houſe, and how ſoon ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT anſwered, that it was the intention of 
His Majeſty's Miniſters to make a communication to the Houſe on 
the ſubject mentioned by the right honourable gentleman ; but ir 
Ould not be done on that day, mor could he exactly tell how ſoon 
It could be made, as no accounts had reached town from Portſ- 
mouth on that day; but the earlieſt period poſſible would be choſen 


to ay before the Houſe every neceſſary information concerning the 
Vox. II. 1 3A ; 
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tranſaction in queſtion. But this ſubject had no conneQion with 


the Committee of Supply. 
The Houſe having then reſolved itſelf into a cn of 


Supply, 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, he ſhould call the attention of the 
Houſe to certain Supplies which he thought it neceſſary to move for 
previous to the buſineſs which he meant to bring forward on Wed. 
neſday next; at the ſame time that it was not his intention to an. 
ticipate any part of the diſcuſſion which might take place that day. 
The ſums he ſhould then move for came under three different 
heads: the firſt related to the Navy, the ſecond to the growing 
produce of the Conſolidated Fund, of which the charges up to the 
end of 1796 had not yet been made good; and the third rclated 
to the ſums paid by advance out of the Civil Liſt, and which had 

yet been made good. "Ihe Supplics for the Extraordinary 
Charges of the Navy certainly formed the molt important part; and 
what he ſhould then move fur, were grounded on the firſt Repur: 
made by the Committee on Iinances. The Houſe had voted, cn 
a former occaſion, the ſum of 7,600,000. for the ſervice of the 
Navy; and at that time he had ſtated to the Houle the neceſſity ot 
raiſing two millions and an half in caſh, on account of the difncul- 
ties that attended the circulation of Navy Bills. He vou, 
on the preſent occafion, move a tarther ſupply of tive millions over 
and above what had already been vote, and which was not much 
more than the ſurp ſtated in the Report of the Committee ; tio that 
the whole voted for the ſervice of the year would amount to the tum 
of 12,600,000l. , 

Min FOX aſked, whether the two millions and an half in caſt; 
which, on a former occaſion, the right honourable gentleman had 
moved for, were not to be over and above the 7,600,000. votcs 
at the ſame time? | 

Mr. PIT T anſwered, that they were. 


Tueſday, "25th April. 

Mr. GREY. moved, That there bẽ laid before the Houſe an 
account of all the bills from St. Domingo that had been paid pri 
to the 25th of December, 1796; and of all bills ſent fince that 
time, from the ſame place, to the Treaſury for payment.— 
Ordered. 


Mr. DOUGLAS obtaincdeleave to bring in a bill to enable the 


Eaſt-India Company to pay the cxpences of two regiments d 
" infantry to be raiſed at the Company's expence. 
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IFednefdav, 6:4 Abril. 


Mr. MAINWARING moved for the ſecond reading of the bill 
to empower the Juſtices of the Peace in Middleſex to make a more 
equal County Rate. 

The Marquis of TITCHFIELD objeRed to the bill, becauſe 
the parith quotas had been ſettled ſixty years ago by Parliament, 
according to the antient contributions, and perſons who had fince 


made purchaics would be ſuſferers thereby, 14 
8 rs „ . : 08 
Major MEL CALEE thought die bill required deliberation, and 6 


thought that every county would have a right to expect a fimilar 
aſſellment, if ic paſſfed. ite therefore moved, by way of amend- 
ment, that the bill ſhould be rcad a ſecond time on that day three 
months. 

Mr. MAINWARING faid, he bad hoped to have the bill 
read a ſecond time, and afterwards diſcuſſed. He conceived a more 
fair rate to be extremely neceſſary: and if, by the ſtatute of the 
twelfth of George the Second, the antient contributions enacted by 
the fourth of William and Qucen Mary were preſcrved, it was be- 
cauſe the pariſhes were all equally afſctled then in proportion, and 
becauſe the Legiſlature did not at that time think the wording of the 
a*t eld afterwards work ſuch monſtrous injuſtice as it had done. 
In 1729 the county rate was only 8 ol. per annum; it afterwards 


1 


role to: 1,200!.; and it had riſen to the enormous amount of 


» 
[5,000]. per annum. In the mean time, the rental of the Strand 
as 
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was no more than 70,0001. per annum, out of which it contributed 11786 
the yearly ſum of 2151. to the country rate, while the rental of 1 
\/ . : . . o C77 

Mary-ie-bonc was 320, ccol. per annum, out of which it contri- 7 


buted no more than 541. ; whereas, according to an equal propor- 
tion between the rental and the rate, the pariſh of Mary-le-bone 
0ght to contribute more than four times that ſum, while the Strand 
thould pay no more than 401. per annum. The ſame fort of ar- 
gament applied to the pariſhes of Spitalfields and Shoreditch, 
nere numbers of the poor induſtrious people are compelled to con- 
tribute with difficulty a larger portion to the county rate than pa- 
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an nines where ſearcely any but the rich and the idle have their reſi- 
Cr dence, As to the objection, that every county would have a right 
at to expect a ſirnilar aſſeſſment if this bill patted, he denied the fact, 


becauſe other counties are not liable to incur the ſame increaling ex- 
pences. ihe proſecution of felons in the county of Middleſex is 
attended with an additional expence to that of other counties; and 
to tuch an mount do theſe expences ſometimes riſe, that in a recent 
trial of ty. ; erſons for forgery, the proſceution coſt no ſz a ſum 
3 1 
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than 6661, 18s. 6d. Now as the large pariſh of Mary-le-bone imat 
be more inſtrumental in eauſing theſe exponces than ſmaller panthkes, 
it was but juſt it ſhould contribute an adequate proportion. Th.c 
expence of building a houſe of correction had alſo increated the 
county rate in the ſum of 20,000]. ; to which was to be added, the 
yearly expenees attending it of 1,000]. ; and to this was tg |. 
added, the expence of building a new priſon in Clerkenwell, for 


which the ſum of 60,0001. was borrowed at an intereff, inchakhe; 
the other expences attending it, of 3,0ccl. per annum. All these 


expences had been incurred fince the paſſing of the act; none if 


which the Lepiflature could poſſibly ſoreſce. To ithew farther hom 


extremely hard the preſent rate bore upon fome of the ſmaller pa— 
Tithes inhabited by the poorer elaſſes of people, he fared, that by a 
dreadful fire in Radcliffe two or three years ago, the greater part of 
the houſes in the pariſh were conſumed, together with the property 
of the inhabitants, and conſequently they were no longer able to con- 
tribute to the county rate; vet, according to the letter of the law, 
the Nlagiſtrates of Middleſex might have diſtrained the gods and 
chattles of the Overſcers for the payment of it, which was a ſpccis 
of humanity he did not expect to hear of, cven from the parith of 
Mary-le-bone. To conclude, he contended, that if the bill did 
paſs, the pariſh of Mary-le-bone would not have a great dcal t 
complain of, as an equal county rate would not aticis it more in 
addition to the trifle which it now contributes, than one penny in 
the pound. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL and the MASTER OT 
THE ROLLS both ſpoke in favour of the bill; after which tis 
Houſe divided : | 

For the ſecond reading, 82 ; For the poliponement, 7 I. 

It was then moved, that it be read on Wedneſday fe'rnight, and 
carried on a diviſion of $o to T7, 

Mr. St. JOHN took this opportunity to give notice of a mocion 
he intended to bring forward next Friday ſe'nnight, of which he had 
formerly made mention; and in order to do which, he moved, 
« For an account of the deaths and caſualties in the Britiſh forces, 
&« or which have happened in the forces under Britiſh pay in the 
« jſland of St. Domingo, from the commencement of the war to 
the lateſt period to which the accounts can be made up.” 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS objected, becauſe the honourable gef 
tleman muſt be aware that ſuch accounts were never made in a dime 
of war. RED 

Mr. GREY thought there could be no objection, as he under 
ſtood his honourable friend did not mean to inquire into the ſtreng! 


, 
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of the garriſon, but merely to move for a return of the killed, dead, 
and mutling. 

\tr. Sceretary DUNDAS explained, ſtating, that he ſhould 
have no objection to laying the returns before is Houſe, as far as 
he was able, which would be furnewhere up to fix months previous 
to the preſent period. 

Mr. St, JOHN amended his motion by moving for the returns 
np to the zoth of Septernbor, which was read and agreed to. He 
then loved for accounts of the civil eſtabliſhment of that part of 
the ifland of St. Domingo belonging to Great Britain, certifying the 
names of the o:icers and the "Pts annexcd, together with an ac- 
count of the return of the deaths and caſualties in the navy, upon 
that Ration, from the commencement of the war to the 3oth of 
deptembe - ! 796, lich were ordered. 

General WALPOLE renewed his notice, of a motion reſpect- 
ing the Maroon War; and in order to bring it forward, moved, 
„ That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Mrjeliy, that he 
would be graciouſly pleated to order a copy of the printed pro- 
ecelings of the legiftzcive Atlembly of Jamaica, relative to rhe 

r with the Arne, to be laid before the Houle, together with 
n copy of the obſervations made by Major general Walpole, and 
a eepy of the correſpondence between Major general Wentworth 
« and the Governor of Jamajca.“ 

XIe. Secretary WUND=S ohjectcs to the latter mation, becauſe 
the correſpondence was of a fimiliar nature, and, as he thought, not 
of any uſe for the Object af the honourable General's motion. 
5 Tnouan familiar letters might foretimes accidentally come into the 
te gnition of office, h e did not, therefore, think they ought to be 

ade public without the mutual conſent of the parties they be- 
3 to. 

General WALPOLE replied, that as they had already been 
produced and acted upon in Jamaica, he conceived they ought not 
tobe refuſed. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſtated that none but the printed cor- 
reſpondence had been produced and acted upon in the Legiſla- 
ive Aſſembly of Jamaica, and that was included in the former 
motion, 

Mr. St, JOHN withdrew the latter. motion. The former was 
previouſly read and agreed to, and the accounts ordered. 

The Houſe went into a Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. In riſing to diſcharge my duty on this 
day, I feel the weight and ſeverity of the taſk which I have to per- 


form, ariſing from the exigencies of the public ſervice, and the 
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various circumſtanccs of unten difficulty, waich have made it 
neceſſary tor me, CONTArY ts 4, expectations, 0 propoſe a very 
large addition do the expenullure oi ine year, and conſequently to 
the taxes which muſt be borne by the penple. In addition : the 
ſenſations of perſonal regret and diſappointment which I feel on thus 


8 


* 


coming forward to propoſe new burdens, after the deelaration that 
I made of having fully provided for the exigencies of the year, it 
muſt give me peculiar uncaſineſs that I am alſo to diſappoint the 
expedlations of the pubiic, and add fo great and heavy a load to 
that waien they afe already doomed to endure. But, irkſome and 
diſagreeable as the taſk is, I feel myſelf called upon by motives of 
impcrious nceeſſity, in winch I am ſure the zeal and ſpirit of the 
people will allo participate, as thev will be convinced that it is cn, 

powerivl and extraordinary exertions that thiey can accompliſh 
the object of their common deſire, a ſaſe and permanent peace, l 
am ſure alſo, that they will do me the juſtice to believe that, if ny 
former calculations have failed ; and, if the preparations which 
were made at the commencement of the preſent ſeſtion have been 
proved to be inadequate to the preſſure of our affairs, it is only be- 
eauſe they have been obſtructed by the obſtinacy and inveteracy of 
an enemy who have reſiſted all approaches to pacification, and have 
pericvercd in the eontelt in a way that calls upon us for a more en- 
larged ſcale of preparation and defence. But whatever mar ve 
my own feclings of regret, I have this conſolation in the diſcharg: 
of my urgent duty, that the people of this country will meet the 
neccſiity of the moment with a firm and manly ſpirit, and that they 
will prove to the enemy, and to the world, that they are ſtil] diſpoicd 
to contend with the diificulty, great as it is, and that they wont 
rather retard the event, which they ſo much and ſo ardently dehre, 
of a peace, than obtain it in anv other manner than that of national 
honour and national ſafety ; that though they will never ceaſe to 
manifeſt their diſpoſitions to treat on juſt and equitable terms, yet 
they will convince the enemy that their ſpirit does not deſert them, 
that their minds are unſubducd, and I am happy to be able to add, 
that to this unbroken ſpirit and undiminiſhed alacrity in the defence 
of all that is dear to them, the refources of England are ſtill great 
and ample, and will conduct us through the ſtorm with vigour and 
effect. In the confidence, however, which I have in the remain- 
ing reſources of the nation, I am not without anxiety, as to the col- 
ſequence of the choice which I may make of fit objects of farther 
taxation. I hope the Committee will believe, that in the ſelection 
of objects which I have made, I have been actuated only by the 
defire of making them fall as lightly as poſſible on the great ſources 
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of fational induſtry, and on the lower orders of the people; that 
they are not ſubject to any ſtrong objections, and that they promiſe, 
at leaſt, to be productive. In ws ſame manner I have only to fay 
in defence of the new and unprecedented expence, which I propoſe 
that the Committee ſhall ſanRion, I ſinecrely believe it to be the 
beſt means of delivering the nation from the awful crifis in which 
it cow ſtands, and that on a balance of all the advantages of exer- 
tion, againſt thoſe of yielding to the prefiure of cireumſtances, it is 
wiſe and economical to encounter theſe farther difficuliics as the 
courſe dictated by prudence as well as ſpirit. 

After a preface to this effect, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
entered into the details of the Supply, and Ways and Means already 
voted, or to be voted, for the ſervice! of the year. In this, he ſaid, 
2 was greatly aided by the very clear and per{picuous Report from 
the, Select Committee on Finance e, and though, perhaps, he might 
have been juſtificd in expecting that they would have taken a more 
favourable view of the tubject than the =_y had donc, and which he 
thought they would have been warranted from the materials before 
them, in doing, vet, he would not make any obſervat tions at this time 
on the reaſoning, but ud make that Report the baſis of all the 
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calculations which he fhpuld ſubmit to the Commitice, The re- 

ſults of that Committee, together with the tranſactions of the public 
ſervice, the new circumitances which had ariſen, and 2 general re- 
view cf all the branches of die public _— would be the grounds 
of the eſtimates which he ould have now to ſubmit to them. In 
the order of things, he ſhould firſt, mae cal! their attention to 
the ſervices wh! ich had been voted, or which remained to be voted; 

in the ſecond place, he ſhould advert to the Ways and Means ; and 
then, thirdly, propoſe the ſpeciſie meaſures that were vet neeeſſary to 


complete the ſervice of the year. He ſhould go through this de- 


8 
tall, article by article, and firſt the Navy: 
| He had eſtimated the Ordinary and Exazordinary £ 
of the Navy for the year, at = - - 12,001,000 
ö Of this ſum he had provided in opening the Sup- 
a ply before Chriſtmas, the ſum of 10, 101, ooo 
p And he had propoſed to take credit, in addition 
: to this, of - 2 3 ; 2,000,000 
: Making the ſervice of the year for the Navy — 1 2,101,000 


By this credit of 3,000,000], he made ample Pro wiſion for every 
poſſible exertion, and the report of the Commitice ſhewed the coin- 
cidence of their opinions to be as clofe as in accounts of ſuch magni- 
tude could be expected, for their eltimate amounted to 12,93 5,490: 
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There was, however, fti!i a farther ſum which was not included in 
this eſtimate, as the value had not yet been aſcertained, but which 
probably mighttamount to about go, oocl. This was the charge 
on neutral cargnes. It was allo to be obſerved, that vart of the 
Navy Bilis was carried forward, and which give him a ſum appli— 
cable to this ſervice, by which the vote of credit applicable to it 
would be 1,800,0c0l. inſtead of 3,000,000l. 

In this account of the Navy, he had not made any Provilion for 
the farther ſum that might be required for the pav and maint enince 
of the Scamen, in couſcquence of the recent event that had hap— 
pened at Portſmouth. The rere that he had not included this 
ſum was, that it would make the ſub; ject of a ſpcei fie diſeuſſion uon 
an early dav, an! as the vi hs of the Tum would not be ma— 
terial, he thought it better to mow it altogether to that diſcuſſion 
The next abe \rmy. 

He had taken the army on the fan fition of itò amounting for 
the ordinary 6 ,229,9001. In this, however, had mot been in- 
cluded the expence of the ſorcign corps, amounting to 65c,cool. 
and the Committee had thereforc e's tha whole of the ordinary 
of the army amount to 6, 897, ol. In his opinion the fun of 
6,600,000l. would cover the whole of the ordinary eftablifl:ment 
of the army ; but he ſtil! wiſhed to take the eſtimate of the Com- 
mittee. The Extraordinarics of the Arme, as cſtimated by the 
Committee, amount to 4,137,000]. In making this eſti· nate they 
have looked back to the laſt ycar, when they found that they 
amounted to the ſum of 3,387, col. which till remained to be 
provided for. It was dus in various ways, under the title of Tren- 
ſury Bills and Army Warrants, which previous to the 5th gf Ja- 
nuary amounted to 2,085,000l. He obſerved, that it had been 
uſual to take the Extraordinaries of the Army as an article of ſup— 
ply for the year ſubſequent to that in which they were incurred and 
paid. But now it was propoſed to raiſe the money within the year, 
and thereforc he took the Extraordinaries for the preſent year into 
his account, as an article of ſupply ; and he accounted for the non- 
payment of the Extraordinarics of laſt year to the circumſtance that 
many of the advances which had been made by Government to 
which they had looked as a reſource, ſuch as the advances to the 
Emperor, advances to the merchants of Grenada, had not been 
available to the public. In the preſent ſituation of things they ought 
not, perhaps, to look for the repayment of the advances to the Em- 
peror ; it was even his intention to make a ſpecific propoſition to 
the Committee for a farther advance, diſtin from the propoſition 
of a loan. Not thinking it right to riſk to chances of repayment, 
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he ſhould propoſe to add for the Extraordinaries of the Army 
 4,000,000l. 

He took the Ordnance at 1,623,000). but there was to be de- 
dutcd from this ſum the Ordnance proportion on the vote for one 
hundred and twenty thouſand men for ſea ſervice, being a ſum of 
300,000]. and which will therefore make the Ordnance amount to 
1,300,000]. 

The next article was that of Barracks. This head of ſervice 
would amount to 737, oool. But gentlemen muſt obſerve, that 
it amounted to this ſum in conſequence of the proviſions and ſtores 
that were iſſued to the troops in Barracks, and which would be 
equally incurred if the trœops were not ſtationed in Barracks. 

He had eſtimated the head of Miſcellaneous Services at 592, oool. 
To this the Committee had added the ſum of 330,0001. making 
together the ſum of 922,000]. excluſive of a ſum of 600,000]. of 
a lean to perſons connected with the iflands of Grenada and St. 
Vincent's. Under this head alſo, there would alſo be a ſum called 
for, at no diſtant period, on an occahon whici every gentleman 
would rejoice in, as it would ever be their eager with to contribute 
to the happineſs of all His Majeſty's offspring. The next article 
of ſupply was 
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The uſual ſum for the reduction of the . National £; 

Debt of - - - - - 200,000 
The next article was, the Deficiencies of Land 

and Malt - - - - 250,000 
The next article was, a ſum to repay the Bank 

advances made by them — — — 1,0 54, ooo 
There is alſo a ſum to be repaid to the Bank - = 1,370,000 


And alſo an advance by them on the Land and 
Malt of — - - - 900,000 
He alfo propoſed to repay the ſum of 2,177,0001. advanced on the 
growing produce of the Conſolidated Fund, which had been taken 
at 3, 5 oo, oool. and, by a variety of concurring circumſtances, had 
failed to produce the ſam for which it was taken. The Committee 
were perfectly aware of the circumſtances which had affected this 
fund, and which were all of a temporary nature. The payments 
to the merchants of Grenada, the ſtoppage of the diſtillery, the 
bounties on the importation of Corn, &c. &c. had been the cauſes 
why this fund had not been available to the public in the ſum at 
Which he had taken it ; but theſe things could not be conſidered as 
Si permanently affecting the revenue. In order, therefore, to relieve 
this fund, it was thought adviſable to repay the Bank the different 


ſums which they had advanced upon this, as well as the other heads 
Vor. II. 3B 
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of ſecurity which he had enumerated, amounting together to about 
7,000,000l. which would cſlentially eaſe them, and would leave 
the Conſolidated Fund to be immediately available to the public, 
He would now, therefore, take the Conſolidated Fund as an article 
of Supply for 3,000,000. in this way; that is, for 500,000 al. 
ready advanced to the Emperor, and 2,500,000l. of which it was 
his idea that 2,000,000]. ſhould be advanced to the Eniperor to 
enable him to continue his valuable ſervices : on this he would not 
propoſe a vote this night, but would make it tte ſubjc of future, 
though early, conſideration. He did not defire to pledge the Com- 
mittee to any other than a limited advance, upon which he ſhould 
make a ſpecific propoſition before he fat down ; and in doing this 
he was ſenſible that every grateful mind would feel that it was an 
incumbent duty on England to ſhew the ſenſe of obligation which 
they owed to this great and good ally, as well as their true policy to 
ſecure a continuance of his valuable co-operation. The honoura- 
ble gentleman then recapitulated all the heads of ſervice which he 
had gone over, and ſtated the whole of the Supply for the year 1797 
to be 42,766,0001. Of this ſum about 7,000,0001. would, as he 
had ſtated, be repaid to the Bank, and which would leave the pro- 
duce of the Conſolidated Fund and of the Land and Malt free, 
inſtead of being pledged for their re- payment. 
He now then came to the Ways and Means. 


There had already been voted, £, 
Land and Malt - - - = 2,750,000 
Surplus of Grants - - - > 0 420,000 
The Loan — — — - - 18,000,000 


The Lottery was eſtimated to produce - - 200,000 
And credit was taken in the eſtimate for 
a freſh iſſue of Exchequer Bills to the . 
2mount of - - - 5,550,000 
But he ſaid that he did not mean to 
take credit for Exchequer Bills to 
- this amount. 
Notwithſtanding the ſteps that had been taken for 
iſſuing them in a new form, it had been found 
that they wouid be diſcredited if carried beyond 
their preſent extent. And as he intended to take 
the growing produce of the Sinking Fund at a new 
eſtimate, he would only take Exchequer Bills at 3, ooo, oo 
The next article vs, to aſcertain at 
what ſum he might confidently take 
the growing produce of the Conſo- 
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lidated Fund, from the 5th of 

April, 1797, to the 5th of April 

1798. In order to do this, he 

took a view of the production of the 

permanent, as well as of the new 

Taxes, and of the amount of the 

charges upon them. Without now 

following him through all the de- 

tail, he eſtimated the production of 

all the Taxes, new and old, on the 

5th of April, 1798, probably to 

amount to (L. 21,793,000 
The amount of all the 1 both 

for intereſt of Debt and Civil Liſt, 

would be - - 19,380,000 
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Leaving a ſurplus of - - 2,323,000 


But for the ſake of more ſecurity, he ſhould take the 
Conſolidated Fund at only — — 2,000,000 


1 26,370,000 
To which add by Loan now to be made — 16,500,000 


— 


Total of Ways and Means — — 42,870,000 
Total of Supply — — — — 42,766, ooo 


Surplus of Ways and Means — — 104, ooo 


But the loan which he had agreed for proviſionally was 
18, ooo, oool. of which ſum it was intended that 1, 500, oool. 
ſhould be borrowed for the ſervice of His Majeſty's kingdom of 
Ireland The money to te raiſed at their charge and intcreſt to 
be provided for by that kingdom. Tt was in his contemplation 
to propoſe to the Committee on a future day to make farther advances 
to the Emperor to the amount of 2, Goo, cool. diftin&ly from the 
loan of 1, Soo, oool. which he ſhould alſo propoſe on a future day 
is a ſpecific propoſition. In making his bargain for the lian, there- 
fore, he had done it in two ways ; he had made a bargain for 
14,500,000, certain, of which 13, ooo, oool. were for Britiſh ſer- 
vices to be provided for at the charge of Britain, and 1, 5, oel. 
for, and to be at the charge of, Ireland. He had made a bargain 
conditionally for 3,500,000l. if the Committee thould azice with 
im that it would be wiſe and proper to make a farther loan to the 
Emperor, In his opinion it might be done with perfect ſafety, 

33 2 
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without affecting the caſh of the country, without altering the ex. 
changes of Europe, or in any degree injuring our trade. If. the 
Emperor had an expenditure to make in this country, we might 
ſurely aſſiſt him to all that amount, ſuch, for inſtance, as the half. 
yearlv dividend which he had to pay, amounting to 200,000). and 
he certainly ſhould make a ſpecific propoſition to accommodate him 
by the advance of that ſum. On Monday next he ſhould ſubmit 
a propoſition to the Committee to that effect. He now came to 
ſtate the amount of the bonus to the ſubſcribers to the new loan of 
18,000,000. ; he could not ſay that the terms of that loan were 
advantageous to the public. They were, however, under all the 
circumſtances, perhaps more fovourable than had been anticipated; 
it was not fair to argue from any depreſſion that had happened fince 
the bargain had been made. Though he had ſtruggled hard for 
good terms, yet he had not been unmindful of the ſituation of things, 
and he thought he might with confidence rely on the equitable nature 
of the terms to both ſides. He had conſidered the price of the funds 
on the day when the bargain was made as prices likely to be perma- 
nent ; he thought that the funds had tound their level, and that 
they were not likely to be depreſſed farther. He had therefore pro- 
poſed to eonſider the 3 per Cents. Conſols and Reduced, at 50, the 
4 per Cents. at 64, and the Long Annuity at fourteen years. To 
this, however, the contractors did not ſeem inclined perfectly to 
agree ; they thought that the 2 per Cents. Reduced, and the 4 per 


Cents. were taken too high. According to his ſtatement the terms 
were as follows: 


125 o © ol z per Cents. Conſols at co - 62 10 
50 © © of 3 per Cents. Reduced at co - - 25 © 
% -- -r 04 1 10 

o 6 6 Long Annuity at fourteen years - = 4 
104 17 


Making a bonus to the lender of 41. 17s. ; but this, 
though int:nitely too high, was not all, for there was 
alſo the diſcount which he had agreed to allow at 
the rate of 4 per Cent. inſtead of 3, which had 
been heretofore uſual. To all perſons, therefore, 


who took advantage of this diſcount, it was worth 2 8 
11 -5 


To thoſe who did not take advantage of the diſcount in paying '? 
in full, there was till an advantage by their being entitled to the in- 
tereſt, though they paid their money only by inſtalments, and th 
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advantage was eſtimated to be near 21. ſo that in every view of the 
bargain the bonus was in reality equal to bl. 17s. A great and im- 
provident bonus for the public to give, but which, he was forry to 
fay, that under all the circumſtances, he could not prevent. It was 
to be obſerved,' however, that the 6s. 6d. of Long Annuity was only 
to be given in caſe the loan ſhould be 18,000,000]. and there was 
to be a deduction of ſixpence for each million, by as many millions 
as it ſhould be ſhort of that amount. The permanent intereſt on 
this loan was at the rate of 61. 7s. 6d. per cent. per annum, to 
which, adding for the charge of management and the redemption 
fund, the intereſt would be 81. 7s. 6d. It would be neceſſary for 
him to move a reſolution that Exchequer Bills, which had been re- 
oently taken at par upon a ſpecial condition of being received on the 
firſt payment of the loan, ſhould be ſo received as money. It was 
a great accommodation to the public ; it had prevented theſe bills 
from being diſeredited, and about 420, oool. had been received by 
Government in this way. | | 
He had thus taken a view of the total amount of the ſupplics 
which had been voted for the ſcrvice of the year, of the total amount 


of the wavs and means which had bcen provided for defraying the | 
; charges already incurred, of the total amount of the produce of the it 
] tes which have been impoſed to pay the intereſt of the capital 
) debt, and ſtated the terms of the loan which had been proviſionally 
1 contracted for; and in doing this he had endeavoured to make pro- 
$ viſion for an exceſs of navy debt above the eſtimate, and tor the ex- 


traordinarics of the army which might occur in the courſe of the 
vear 1797. He had only to mention one circumſtance in addition 
to thoſe which he had already enumerated, which was, that there 
were ſome unliquidated claims of the Ealt-India Company, the 
amount of which were unknown, but which ſomewhat increaſed our 
outftanding demands. He did not pretend that his ſtatement was 
entirely free from inaccuracy, error, or omiſſion; but in no one 
branch of it had he intentionally concealed or miſtated the real fitua- 
tion of the country. There was another point on which he touched, 
which he found it neceffary to mention as a probable addition to the 
public expence, but which he reſerved for diſcuſſion till it was 
brought before the Houſe in a regular ſhape. From a variety of 
unforeſeen and unexpected circumſtances, the laſt loan of eighteen 
millions, which had been raiſed by voluntary ſubſcription, had fallen 
to a rate of diſcount which had been attended with conſiderable loſs 
tO the ſubſcribers. It would be matter of ſeparate and diſtin& con- 
ſideration on a future day, whether the Houſe would allow that loſs 


entirely to reſt upon the ſubſcribers, who had ſo laudably and ho- 
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nourably manifeſted their zeal and their patriotiſm in the public 
cauſe, or whether iome relief ought not to be granted to them propor. 
tionate to the loſs which they had ſuſtained. 

Of the loan which had been proviſionally contracted for, there 
was, as he had ſtated before, a million and an half as a loan for 
the payment of the ſums already advanced to the Emperor; a mil- 
lion and an half for Ireland, and two millions to provide for ſuch 
farther advances as the Houſe might think fit upon mature delibe- 
ration to authorize the Government to ſend to his Imperial Majeſty, 
There remained, therefore, juſt thirteen millions, for which he had 
to provide intereſt at the rate of 81. 7s. 6d. including the Reduction 
Fund, which amounted to a ſum of 959, oool. Beſides this, there 
was a floating Navy Debt of three millions and a half, which could 
not be diminiſhed while the war continued, and which could only 
be paid off at the return of peace. But, as money would then be 
borrowed on better terms than at preſent, he found it neceſſary to 
provide only 5 per cent. intereſt for this debt, which would make a 
ſum of 175, oool. There was alſo a deficiency ariſing from ſome 
of the taxes, which he had propoſed before Chriſtmas, having been 
abandoned, amounting to about 100, oool. which it was neceſſary 
for him now to ſupply. The whole intereſt, therefore, which he 
had to provide for by additional impoſts amounted to 1, 234, oool. 
There was no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the taxes which had been im- 
poſed before Chriſtmas would be leſs produQtive than they had been 
eſtimated, and in forming the preſent eſtimate of the ſum wanted 
to pay the intereſt of the increaſed capital debt, he took no credit for 
any ſurplus which might ariſe from the produce of the permanent 
taxes. 

Under this view of the ſubject he proceeded to ſtate the outline 
of the ſources of taxation, which appeared to be leaſt objectionable 
for defraying the burdens which we were under the neceſſity of mect- 
ing, and by meeting which with manlineſs and courage, we were 
moſt likely to overcome the difficulties of our fituation. And upon 
this part of the ſubject he confeſſed feeling himſelf a good deal at a 
loſs, fince there was no mode of taxation that he could propoſe which 
was not liable to objections of one kind or other. It was to be 
recollected, however, that our ſituation was one in which there was 
only a choice of evils, and our ſubmiſſion was due to thoſe which, 
upon the whole, were the leaſt preſſing. In looking at the differ- 
ent branches of revenue, there was one ſource of taxation which ap- 
peared to him to be preferable to any other, becauſe the produce 
was cafily raiſed, widely diffuſed; and which preſſed little upon any 
particular claſs, eſpecially the lower orders of ſocicty, and it was the 
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more eligible on this account, that the revenue ariſing from it, at 
the ſame time that it was ample, was ſafely and expeditiouſly col- 
le&ed at a ſmall expence. 

What he alluded to was the general branch of Stamp-duties, 
which though they are now more than double what they were in 
the American war, have not undergone any conſiderable increaſe for 
ſome years. His object was to impoſe an additional duty which 
would bear upon the great maſs of ſtamps, with the exception only 
of thoſe which had been lately increaſed, or of thoſe which from their 
nature would not admit of any augmentation. The claſs on which 
he ſhould propoſe the greateſt addition was that which paſſed under 
the name of Conſolidated Stamp-duties, by which was meant that 
claſs in which ſtamps of the ſame denomination were applicd to a 
great number of different inſtruments, ſuch as deeds, copy-holds, ad- 
judications, and all law inftruments. He meant, however, that 
law inſtruments ſhould be exempted from the operation of the tax; 
becauſe, though it certainly was proper as much as poſſible to diſcou- 
rage litigation, yet, while it might tend to diminiſh the number 
of frivolous lawſuits, it might alſo increaſe oppreſſive coſts, 
which, for the ſake of juſtice, ought to be avoided. Beſides law 
inſtruments, he was of opinion that the probates of wills for ſmall 
ſums ſhould be included in the exception. As a tax upon legacies 
had been lately impoſed, he propoſed that they alſo ſhould be ex- 
empted in the preſent inſtance. Policies of inſurance, however, 
might bear a ſmall addition, which he calculated at 35,0001. Upon 
the great bulk of the ſtamps, upon which he propoſed that the pre- 
ſent tax ſhould operate, he thought that the preſent duty ſhould be 
doubled. This ſource of revenue he expected to yield 3 20, oool. 

The next object of taxation to which he looked was Transfers 
of property. He did not mean that the tax on fingle ſkins, which 
now paid a ſtamp-duty of ſeven ſhillings ſhould be doubled, he only 
intended that the duty ſhould be increaſed three ſhillings, that they 
ſhould pay ten ſhillings inſtead of ſeven. It muſt have appeared, 
however, that the inſtruments by which validity was given to any 
tranſaction, and to which property owed ſecurity, might fairly be 
made a teſt of contribution. He had to propoſe, therefore, not 
only additional ſtamp-· duty upon each ſkin, but a ſcale of duty pro- 
portioned to the conſideration in money which was transferred. This 
was only extending a principle already recognized and adopted in 
the duty which was impoſed upon property ſold by auction. That 
duty was fix-pence per pound on real property, and ten pence per 
pound on all perſonal property diſpoſed of in that way, and produced 
100,000l. a year. Obſerving that that tax did not operate againſt 
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the diſpoſal of property by auction, and calculating that ten million; 
of property were annually transferred from one hand to another, he 
computed that by impoſing a duty of four-pence per pound on all 
private transfers, a ſum would be raiſed of at leaſt 170,000]. er 
annum. 

At preſent there was a ſtamp on all Deeds, but he underſtood 
that authenticated copies of them, unſtamped, were admitted. He 
ſaw no reaſon why the duty ſhould not attach to the copy, as wel! 
as to the original. It had been ſuggeſted to him, that a regulation 
of this kind would bring into the revenue 50,0001. per annum. 

The next ariwle which he ſhould propoſc for taxation he ex- 
pected to give riſe to a good deal of diſcuſſion out of doors in ano- 
ther way than by words; but from the increaſe of Newſpapers, 
which, as vehicles of intelligence, were certainly to be conſidered as 
articles of luxury, and from the conſideration that the taſte for them 
in this country was ſo great as not to be ſhaken by an addition to 
their price, he thought that they might fairly be converted into a 
ſource of additional revenue without hurting the proprietors or edi- 
tors, and without any oppreſſion to the community. The preſent 
tax upon Newſpapers was two-pence, and the price was four-pence 
halfpenny. As he faw no neceſſity for adding to the preſent profits 
of the proprietors he propoſed that the public ſhould derive all the 
advantage of an addition to the price, and that one penny halfpenny 
ſhould be impoſed as an increaſe to the ſtamp-duty on every pa- 
per, which he calculated as likely to produce 114,000]. per 
annum. | 

He underſtood that very different prices were charged for adver- 
tiſements in Newſpapers according to their length and the part of 
the paper in which they appeared, and that the price varied from 
four ſhillings to as many pounds. From this variation the public 
at preſent derived no advantage, but, by introducing certain modif- 
cations, and ſettling a ſcale of duty for theſe advertiſements, he com- 
puted an increaſe to the revenue of 20,0001. per annum. 

By eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the prevention of frauds in 
cluding the duty upon Attornics' Certificates, he calculated that the 
public might gain 15,0001; per annum. 1 

From an addition to the ſtamp duty on Ornamental Plate, le 
expected an addition to the revenue of 3o, oool. per annum. 

By adopting certain regulations reſpecting the Probates of Wills 
above 300l. he expected to raiſe 40,0001. per annum. 

Theſe he confidergd as taxes which were as little painful and dif 
guſting as any that could be impoſed, and which might be levicd 
without any conſiderable preſſure either upon individuals or tht 
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community, He had not yet, however, finiſhed his painful taſk. 
He had Rill a very conſiderable ſum to provide; and though the 
meaſure which he meant to propoſe for the purpoſe might be attended 
with ſome ſpeculative difhculties, he was convinced that it would be 
accompanied with very little practical inconvenience ; and if it was 
adopted, no doubt could be entertained of its being extremely pro- 
ductive. The meaſure was not a new one; it had been diſeuſſed 
before; and though it had been withdrawn, he did not heſitate 
again to ſubmit it for conſideration. It was an additional tax upon 
Carriages of every deſcription, by impoſing increaſed rates of Tolls, 
qualified by exceptions of thoſe Tolls where there was not a reaſon- 
able intereſt ariſing from the profits upon the ſum laid out, ſuch as in 
the caſes of Tolls recently eſtabliſhed, and alſo, with an exception of 
thoſe who are now exempted from paying toll. But with theſe ex- 
ceptions, he ſhould propoſe to double the ſubfiſting toll. When 
this meaſure was in agitation about fifteen years ago, it was cal- 
culated that it would produce not leſs than 500,c00l. He had 
made inquiry into the produce of the tolls in different parts of the 
kingdom, and had obtained pretty accurate information of the pro- 
duce at the turnpikes in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, from 
which he was enabled to form an eſtimate of what the tax might 
reaſonably be expected to produce. Computing that the horſes, 
carriages, waggons, &c. in the metropolis, formed about a tenth of 
the horſes, carriages, and waggons in the kingdom, he computed 
that the produce of the tax might be, at leaſt, between 4 and 
5$00,000l. He was aware that a tax of that nature was liable to 
objections ; but when it was conſidered how lightly it would fall in 
particular caſes, and how little it would add to the price of arti- 
cles of carriage to the conſumer, or diminiſh the profits of-the ma- 
nufacturer, he felt no difficulty in ſubmitting it to the Committee 
for their conſideration. 


; He then ſummed up the eſtimate of the cifterent taxes as 
ollows : | 


Increaſed Conſolidated Stamp Duties = LJ. 320,000 
Tas on Property transferred by private contract 


170,000 
Cupies of Deeds - - - = $0,000 
Probates of Wills — — = 40, ooo 
Bills of Exchange — - 8 = 40,000 
Addition of three-halfpence on Newſpapers - - 114,000 
Increaſed duty on Advertiſements - -< '- 20,000 
On Attornies' Certificates » - = 15,000 
On Gold or Silver-wrought Plate — — 430,008 

Vor. II. 3 C 


/ 


* Does C 

— ts; "= 
TH $3 1 2 . 4 
EY 


* Sa — N 
— > ms Ja. 
% - . - — 
18 * 5 
\ 
. es 1 


2 * © '4 
r 
2 


OP 
. 


| : 
| 
x 
4 
| 
f 


_— — 
— 
. * 


— 


— 
F* 


378 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, 


On Infurance from Fire — - 35, ooo 
And duty equal to the Tolls on all Carriages 
paſſing through Turnpikes - - - 450,000 


— — 


— 


4. 1,284, ooo 
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long upon their time; but after having gone through the detail of 

their outſtanding demands, he could not refrain from ſtating: at 

ſome length the reſources which they had to defray them. He had 
done ſo: and it was fome conſolation, amid the temporary difficul. 
ties of the country, to find that the general ſtate of its commerce 

and revenue was affluent and flouriſhing ; that while it felt the effects 
inſeparable from an expenſive and lengthened conteſt, it felt alſo 
the ſureſt ſymptoms of validity, of wealth, and real ſufficiency of 
reſource ; and that if the people did not deſert their own cauſe, it 
would not be loſt by any failure of means available for its ſupport, 
He concluded with moving his firſt reſolution. 

Mr. FOX. The ſubject now propoſed to the conſideration cf 
the Committee, is of ſuch vaſt and ſerious importance, that I think 
it unneceſſary to apologize for following the right honourable gen- 
tleman through ſome of the various ſtatements and calculations he 
has made, and offering my reaſons for differing moſt eſſentially in 
opinion with him, not only with regard to the ſtate of the finances 
of the country, but alſo with reſpect to the deductions which he has 
endeavoured to eſtabliſh from the poſitions which he has brought 
forward. The road, Sir, we have to travel, is not beſct with flowers, 
but opens to our view a comfortleſs and dreary proſpect; and, while 
we raſhly continue to purſue it, we are deprived of every means to 
avoid the impending precipices with which it is on every fide ſur- 
rounded. I entreat gentlemen to conſider and compare the ſtate- 
ments they have heard this day from the right honourable gentle- 
man, and thoſe with which he has, on former occafions, but too ſuc- 
ceſsfully deluded them. But however ſpecious and unfounded his 
financial calculations have formerly been, they are even exceeded in 
deluſion by his ſtatements made this day, which I maintain are al- 
together unprecedented in the hiſtory of finance. The right ho- 

nourable gentleman came forward in the month of December lat 
and having ſucceeded in obtaining a ſupply of eighteen millions, hc 
now repeats the experiment, and calls on us for the ſame ſum. But 
how has he prefaced this ſudden and extraordinary demand? He 
has declared, that the taſk of applying to the Houſe, after ſo ſhort an 
interval, and for ſo large a ſum, is irkſome and painful to him, and 

; 2 


He begged pardon or the Committee for having treſpaſſed ( 
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that he has been diſappointed in his views. That he has diſap- 
pointed us, by this unexpected application, I moſt readily admit ; 
but what particular diſappointments the right honourable gentleman 
may have experienced, which compels him to have recourſe to our 
liberality, after the recent and molt convincing proof we have al- 
ready given of it, or which can juſtify his applying for this enor- 


mous ſum, I am, Sir, at a loſs to conceive. Does he forget the lan- 


guage which he uſed in this Houte on the 7th of laſt December? 
and muſt he be reminded, that eighteen millions then advanced 
were given, not ſo much with an idea of proſecuting the war, as with 
an earneſt hope of enabling him to forward the great and deſirable 
work of peace? Can it be neeeſſary for me to recall to him the 
publie wiſhes at that period for a ſpeedy termination of the war; and 
that the loan was accompliſhed on the general hope of a ſucceſsful 
iſſue to Lord Malmeſbury's embaſſy? He told. us then, that the 
advance of cighteen millions was an ample ſupply (for ſuch were 
his words, for the exigencies of the ſtate, and adequate to the preſ- 
ſure of every circumſtance. Yet no diſappointment has ſince hap- 
pened to induce him ſo ſuddenly to repeat the experiment. I can- 
not, for my part, perceive any diſappointment which can have com- 
pelled him to this unprecedented application, except the ſtate of Ire- 
jand alone; and the ſum required for the embarraſſments of that 
kingdom amounts to a million and an half. What other diſappoint- 
ments the ſanguine expectations of the right honourable gentleman 
may have ſuffered, he has not condeſcended to inform us. I clearly 
expoſed the illuſions with which he amuſed the Houfe when he called 
on us to provide for the laſt loan of eighteen millions ; and the 
event has fully verified what I then preſſed fo earneſtly on the at- 
tention of gentlemen. With reſpect to the ſtatements made in 
the Report of the Select Committee, of the produce of the perma- 
nent taxes for the years 1793, 1794, and 1795, I am willing to 
give the right honourable gentleman every bencfit he may wiſh to 
derive from that Report, however I may differ in opinion with the 


ſubject- matter of the Report, and object to the documents on which | 


it is founded. In ſpeaking of the produee of the taxes in 1796, as 
ſtated in the Report of the Select Committee, on which he builds 


his caleulations —([ ſtop here for a moment, and requeſt it may ba 


remembered, that I do not agree to the extent of that part of the 

Report, or to the uſe which he makes of it). Not knowing the 

amount of the Hat and Legacy Duty, I allow them to produce what 

he himſelf thinks fit to ſtate ; but when I come to the Wine Duty, 

there, dir, I beg leave to obſerve, that I differ bo:h with the Com- 

mittce and with the right honourable gentleman, The ſtock in 
30 2 
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hand cannot, in any reſpect, be conſidered as an annual tax; ang, 
indeed, the right honourable gentleman ſeems, by the verv arguments 
which he introduces in favour of that opinion, to admit that it can- 
not be viewed in that light. The fair way to eftimate the produce 
of the Wine Duty is to calculate it for 1796 on the ſame ground as 
if it was conlidered in 1795 ; and I will, Sir, by a parity of rea- 
ſoning, argue for the produce of 1797 by the experience we have 
had of the preceding year. Thus having given the right honbur— 
able gentleman full credit for the Hat and Legacy Duty; and ad- 
. mitting that a duty of 2ol. per ton will produce in 96, what it has 
produced in 95, I ſtill maintain that there remains a deficiency of 
no leſs a ſum than 357,000. in the produce of the taxes brought 
forward by the right honourable gentleman. I will not argue, that 
becauſe he was minus 357,000. he ſhould have immediately pro- 
ceeded to provide for it ; but I will contend, that for him to main- 
tain that he had a ſurplus when he was actually minus 257,c001 , is 
an alluſion of too groſs and palpable a nature to impoſe on the un- 
derſtanding. But if even the taxes of 1796 produced the ſum it 
was intended they ſhould, there would ftill be a deficiency of 
88, oool., and that according to the Report of the Sclect Com- 
mittee. Let us, then, conſider, that at the beginning of the ſeſſion 
we were 357, oool. ſhort ; that in OQtober the right honourable 
gentleman funds his Navy Bills, and immediately after, in Deccm- 
ber, makes his loan: ſhould he not then have ſaid, that the intereſt 
of the taxes was not equal to meet the public exigencies * Inſicad of 
the taxes which have been propoſed, it appears that a ſum of 
1,800,000l. in taxes would not be too much for the various calls 
of the preſent moment. The deficiency on my calculation amounts 
to 470,0001., and riot to 210, oool. as ſtated by the right honour- 
able gentleman, and in the Report of the Select Committee. And 
here, Sir, I think it neceſſary to declare, that the Report of that 
Committee does not merit the eulogium which has been laviſhed 
on it. I believe it has originated from, and has been conducted 
with good intentions; but that it is particularly clear, that it is 
founded on convincing documents, and that it is ſupported by evi- 
dent and accurate calculations, I can by no means admit. For I 
beg leave to aſk, what has been the line of conduct purſued by the 
Members of the Committee? They ſent to the public offices for the 
calculations in the reſpective departments; and on theſe papers, ſo 
ſupplied through the very channel of Government, they proceeded to 
form a deciſive opinion; and here I muſt notice, that in delivering 
their deciſion to the Houſe, they have merely grounded their proceed- 


ings on the authorities furniſhed inconteſtibly by Government, and 
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which alone we are thus called upon to ſanction. In ſtating the 
produce of the permanent taxes, they have recourſe to the ſtoppage 
of the diſtilleries, for the purpoſe of accounting for the deficiency 
which took place in them; and proceeding on the ſame ſyſtem, they 
alſo allude to the bounties granted to ſeamen in 1796, when it can- 
not be denied that theſe bounties were in reality iflued, not in one 
year, but within a year and an half. This conduct was therefore 
prejudicial to the produce of the permanent taxes in 1795, and to 
that of other years. They ſay, that the ſtoppage of the diſtilleries 
between June 1795, and November 1796, muſt have materially 


affected the amount of that part of the produce which ariſes from 


the duty on Britiſh ſpirits. They do not venture to ſtate the pre- 
eiſe deficiency, but on comparing the produce of the duties on Britiſh 
Spirits in 1796 with the average produce of the ſame duties in the 
three preceding years, the deficiency is faid to be 557,793l. They 
immediately after admit, that upon this computed account of the 
loſs upon the diſtilleries, an allowance ſhould be made in conſidera- 
tion of any increaſe of duties upon beer which may have taken place 
within the fame period ; but what the amount of that allowance 
may be, they do not attempt to point out. Thus, Sir, it is evi- 
dent, that they eſtimate a deficiency in one inſtance with reſpe& to 
tne ſtoppage of the diſtilleries, on the ſyſtem of a computed average, 
and reject any ſubſtitute for that deficiency in the inſtance of the 
duties on beer, which they clearly admit have inercaſcd, but which 
they do not think proper to eſtimate by comparing it with the average 
produce of other years, as they have done in the cafe of diſtilleries. 
Let us for a moment take the average produce of the beer tax for 
three preceding years, and we ſhall find, that there ariſes a ſum of 
270,000. in favour of laſt year, which has been entirely over- 
looked in the Report of the Committee. This ſum, I therefore 
contend, ought to have been added to the produce of the permanent 
taxes, They have alſo, Sir, ſtated their eſtimate of the Navy Ser- 
Vice for the enſuing year to amount to 1 2,935,000. ; but the right 
honourable gentleman differs in this very material conſideration 
from the Committee, and fixes it at 12,661,0001.; to which if 
we add, as we are juſtified in doing, the floating arrears of 
1,590,000]. the eſtimate will then appear to be 14, 161, oool. 
Thus the right honourable gentleman, inſtead of making his eſti- 
mate, as he fays it is, leſs by 1,100,000 than that furniſhed by 
the Committee, will, in fact, make it greatly exceed that which we 
find in the Report. I wiſh to know, Sir, on what principle he has 
calculated the probable decreaſe of the Navy Debt for the enſuing 
year. In my opinion the beſt, and certainly the moſt ſatisfactory 
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way would be, to calculate it by the experience we have had of the 
expences incurred in that department of the public ſervice during 
the laſt vear. I muſt obſerve, that in every eſtimate of this nature 
he has been always diſappointed, and the cauſe is obvious: he has 
continually ated on erroneous principles, and has therefore been 
continually miitaken. What is the line of condutt, then, which 
he thould adopt? Why, Sir, initead of confining himſelf to nar- 
row and circumſcribed tatements, inſtead of implicitly regulating 
his judgement by the ſtandard of official accounts and trifling cal. 
culations, he ought to take matters on a larger, and unqueſtionably 
a more ſecure batis, fince it is eſtabliſlicd by the experience of the 
paſt. Let us take a ſhort view of the effect of thoſe eltimates on 
which tc prides inafclt. On the 7th of December, 1 795, the naht 
honuurable gentleman ſtated, that the prubable increaſe of the Navy 
Debt would be two millions and a half; and this he called a very 
ample eſtimate. Then ic roſe to four millions; then to ſeven 
millians; and now, in the month of April, which ſcems to be a 
fixed term for bringing forward a ſecond Budget, he calls for eight 
millions more. The right honourable gentleman next tells us, that 
he has all his documents from the reſpective offices; and this] be- 
lieve to be true: but he ought to ſuppoſe an inereaſe not merely 
from official papers, but from the conſtant experience of facts. The 
expences of the Navy are at this moment on a much larger ſcale 
than any time dwing the war: 110,000 men were voted for the 
ſervice of laſt year; we have this year voted 120,000. Inſtead, 
therefore, of making the increaſe leſs than it was, he ſhould make 
It proportionably greater, and it ought to be 6 or 500,000]. more 
than what it is now fixed it. 

With reſpect to the Army Extraordinaries, the right honourable 
gentleman ſays, they arc included in the common eſtimate; but will 
he not admit that many after- payments have frequently taken place: 
And if fo, is it not likely that ſuch expences will be incurred on 
future occaſions? I feel myſelf juſtified in declaring, from the va- 
rious views which I have taken of theſe important ſubjects, that 
notwithſtanding all the heavy burdens, and all the dreadful taxes 
we are about to impoſe this day, we have ſtill one million more to 
provide for the exigeneies of the public ſervices. On the ſubject 
of affording pecuniary ſuccours to the Emperor, the right honour- 
able gentleman expreſſes his deſire to have a certain ſum reſerved 
for that purpoſe, and in that point I perfectly agree with him. Yet, 
what is not a little extraordinary, he wiſhes to have 200, oool. voted 
as a loan to his Imperial Majeſty immediately; nay, Sir, if [ 
rightly underſtand him, he wiſhes to have the meaſure agreed 9 
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this very night. I hope the right honourable gentleman will ſet 
me right, if I have miſconeeived his intention, or if I miſtate 
what I take to be a moſt alarming proceeding Mr. Pitt here figni- 
fed his intention of moving the 200, oool. in the courſe of the 
night]. Then, Sir, I maintain ſuch a proceeding to be a direct 
infringement of the declaration made by the right honourable gen- 
tleman, that he wiſhed to have the diſcuſſion of the pecuniary ſue- 
cour intended for the Emperor, reſerved to a convenient opportu- 
nity. I will not pretend to ſay how far the credit of the country 
may be hurt by the meaſure ; but let me aſk, is there any material 
difference between exporting 200,000. ſterling, and not receiving 
200,000. ſterling which this country was to receive? Did the 
right honourable gentleman ſpeak of this extraordinary manner of 
paying the intereſt of the loan, when he aſked us to be ſecurity for 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and when he extolled the good faith of the 
Bank of Vienna? But having in compliance with his arguments 
and entreaties guaranteed the loan, he now with fingular feeling la- 
ments, it is extremely hard to think that the Emperor could pay the 
intereſt, as he ſays, to a day — To a day, Sir! With more pro- 
priety may the right honourable gentleman ſay, it is hard to ſuppoſe 
that the Emperor can diſcharge it to a year, or to a far more diſ- 
tant time. But when will it be paid? The loan was made to 
him in critical circumſtances ; and yet he is not to pay the intereſt, 
becauſe he is now in critical circumſtances. There has not been 
hitherto one ſhilling of the intereſt diſcharged, and I fear this 
country will ever have cauſe to repent lending money to the Em- 
peror. The right honourable gentleman muſt be aware, that if 
the intereſt remains unpaid, he muſt come to the Houſe and provide 
taxes for the ſum guaranteed by us to his Imperial Majeſty, and 
thus add, by more permanent taxes, to the burdens already too 
heavy to be borne. 

With reſpect to the ſpecious argument which is held out that the 
reſtoration of peace will, by reſtoring commerce to its full extent, 
alſo make the produce of the taxes more conſiderable ; I, on the 
contrary, maintain that peace is much more likely to diminiſh than 
increaſe the amount of our taxes. For when we look over our taxes, 
ve find upwards of one million arifing entircly from articles which 
could not be taxed in peace. I cannot agree that the ſtate of our 
manufactures is more flouriſhing than it was laſt year, for the aſ- 
ſertion is poſitively contradicted by the manufaCturezs themſelves. 
When the right honourable gentleman propoſed laſt year to lay a 
ax on landed and perſon property, he ſtated the landed rent to 

to amount to twenty-five millions ſterling. I am, however, one of 
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thoſe who think he undervalued it; but taking it at his own eſti- 
mate, I feel myſelf juſtified in ſaying, that when we have paſſed the 
taxes now propoſed, and when, after the winding up of the war, we 
come to a ſtate of peace, we ſhall have a revenue equal to our whole 
landed annual product. We are now, Sir, at the end of April, 
and eighteen millions are yet to be found. Three payments have 
only been made on the Lovalty Loan, and there are ſtill ſeven-tenths 
of it to be made good, which amount to 12, 600, oool. We are 
to vote eighteen millions to-day ; ſo that between this day and the. 
firſt of January next, we have yet to find for the public exigeneics, 
the enormous ſum of 30,600,000l., We have to furniſh in fo 
ſhort a ſpace of time as thirty-five weeks, 30, Goo, oool., or, in 
other words, almoſt one million per week, till the end of the year, 
But, Sir, there is ſtill another point of view in which I with to 
place this moſt ſerious and alarming conſideration. In 1796, the 
new taxes only produced three millions. What then, Sir, is the 
burden which the ſubjeR has hitherto felt? The weight of that ſum 
alone. But the taxes to be impoſed this day, with all the others, 
will make ſeven millions and a half. So that we have actually 
felt only three millions ; and, to uſe a favourite expreſſion of Mi- 
niſters, we have been as vet only ſcratched by the war, for the people 
have not experienced half the weight of the burdens impoſed upon 
them, and which they muſt ſuffer when they come to pay ſeven mil- 
lions and a half inſtead of three. That it is right and neceſſary 
to look theſe dangers in the face, the right honourable gentleman 
himſelf admits, though he is by no means ready to praQiſe the theory 
which he proclaims. There ſtill remains another article with re. 
ſpect to future expenditure, to which I wiſh to direct the attention 
of gentlemen - I mean, Sir, the bills to be drawn this year, in dt. 
Domingo, on this country, probably to the amount of 900,000]. 
The bills drawn in January amounted to 7500,000l. Whether 
they have been paid, I cannot undertake to ſay ; but if half remains 
unpaid, and an additional ſum of 900,000. is drawn for, I con- 
ceive it very difficult to find how the whole is to be diſcharged. I 0 
not blame the Select Committee for proceeding to their Report on 
the calculations laid before them, but I blame both the Con mitte 
and the Houſe for not grounding their opinion on others that conve 
more ſolid information; I mean thoſe which are furniſhed by expe- 
rience. I am fully ſenſible of the ineſtimable value of peace to the 
country, and it will, by a geometrical progreſſion, become more 
valuable every year. I know no ſyſtem to obtain the bleſſings which 
it diffuſes, and ſecures, but an unequivocal and ſteady purſuit in the 
attainment of it, It is not, Sir, in my opinion, likely to be reſtored 
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ta us by ſending Mr. Hammond, or any other man, in the hour of 
impending danger and neceſſity, to Vienna, but in openly declaring 
and in vigorouſſy adhering to equitable and honourable terms. But | 1 
ſomething more is requiſite to be done. The Houſe muſt prove . 
themſclves the Repreſentatives of the People. They muſt ſhew the 481 
people that they do not blindly confide in a Miniſter by whom they 1 
have been ſo often and ſo ſhamefully deceived ; and if there is not 1 
patriotiſm enough left to force them to act thus, there is, I do not 
heſitate to aſſert, an end of the Conſtitution. From the meaſures 
purſued, and the ſyſtem avowed by Miniſters of perſevering in them, 
the country is every day involved in additional perplexities and 
embarraſiments. It is in vain we look round for an open and cheer- 
ing proſpect ; for amid this labyrinth and confuſion we ſtrive to no 
| purpoſe to reſcue ourſelves from diſtreſs, 
„ While Alps on Alps ariſe.” 


With reſpect to the vote for the Army Extraordinaries, does 
man thin that the arrears of the army will be extinguiſhed by 
* meatur2: No, Sir! I am of an opinion directly contrary. The 
tion of the public ſpirit is in this momentous criſis abſolutely 
ne-veffary, The people ought to know, that we ſhould have a com- 
plete change of ſyſtem a change from a blind confidence in Miniſ- 
ters to a watehfulneſs and jealouſly of their conduct. I believe, Sir, 
| have nothing farther to remark, than that if the right honourable 
gent em 0. mans to take the ſenſe of the Houſe on the meaſure 


ing 290,000l, to the Emperor, I ſhall moſt certainly op- 9 
pile t. "1841 
Wr. Char gellor PITT faid, that without wiſhing to go over the 7 
mod which the right honourable gentleman had taken, which 1 1 
Malt remain for future diſcuſſion, he merely roſe to ſtate, that it * 


was Certainly his intention to move a reſolution reſpecting the $i 
2,900,000]. | 

Mr. GREY aid, that there was an article in the Report of the 
S net Committee, of which he wiſhed to have ſome explanation. A 
There was a ſum of 1,054,000]. ſtated to be unfunded debt not bs 1 
ſufneiently provided for. He withed to know from the Chancellor 1 
of the Exchequer, whether ſums had not been ſpecifically granted 
laſt ſeſſion of Parliament for the payment of this charge, the money 
Jr which had, however, been diverted to other purpoſes? That the 
night honourable gentleman had violated the Acts of Appropriation, 
and divertcd the money granted by Parliament to different objects, 
he had already ſtated againſt him as very highly criminal. The 


nftance to which he here alluded would ſhew that the right honour- 
Vor. II. +D 
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able gentleman ſtill perſevered in this conduct, and would unmaſk 
the ſyſtem of finance which he purſued. The Bank had advanceg 
the ſum in queſtion on the Conlolidated Fund. In the mont!, of 
April laſt a loan of ſeven millions was raiſed for the purpoſe of pay. 
ing the advances made by the Bunk; and the ſum of five millicy; 
and a half was ſpecifically granted tor repaying the Bank ſuch ad. 
vances, among which this article was included. It appeared now, 
however, that the money had not been ſo applied. This debt was 


kept concealed till diſcloſed in this Report, and now it was to be. 


diſcharged from the ſupplies of this year: If the Houſe allowed 
ſuch praQices to continue, if they allowed a Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to ſet at naught the Acts of Appropriation, and to apply 
grants of money to purpoſes for which they were not originally des- 
tined, they would betray their duty to their conſtituents and to tlie 
country. He was very anxious to get an explanation of this cir- 
cumſtance, and he was afraid the right honourable gentleman would 
not find it eaſy to give a ſatisfactory cone. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that from the warm manner in 
which the honourable gentleman had propoſed his queſtion, it might, 
perhaps, be difficult to ſatisfy him, but he hoped he would be able 
to ſatisfy the Houſe on the ſubject. The objection, however, was 
founded entirely in miſconception. The ſum had not been granted 
by Parliament for that ſpecific purpoſe, nor had there been any vio- 
lation of the Appropriation Act. When the loan was made for the 
purpoſe of paying off the debt on the Exchequer Pills, the Bank lad 
not availed themſelves of the opportunity to ſubſcribe, and there 
was no power by the Act of Appropriation to pay them in caſh, 
This, at the end of the year, made the grant excced the ſupplics, 
and the ſum alluded to, ſo far from being concealed, was compre- 
hended in the laſt Budget, and was paid out of the ſupplies of the 
year 1797. | 

Mr. GREY faid, he had never heard of this ſum not being paid 
till he ſaw it in the Report of the Select Committee. He theretore 
wiſhed an unequivocal anſwer to the queſtion he had propoſed. He 

' aſked, whether a ſum had not been granted for the purpoſe of re- 
paying the advances made by the Bank? Whether this ſum #3 
comprehended in theſe advances, and whether the grant, to ths 
extent at leaſt, had not been diverted from its deſtination * 

Mr. STEELE ſtated the hiſtory of this ſum in the ſame mann 
as the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and was ſurprized that the bo- 
nourable gentleman, with ſo little juſtice, propriety, or foundation 

and uninformed as he was on the ſubject, could bring forma 
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inſt his right honourable friend an accuſation of a practice which 
the Houſe had always reprobated. 

Mr. GREY faid, that the honourable gentleman's aſſertion 
that the Houſe had always reprobated the practice, was as ill- 
founded as his charge againſt him of accufing without information. 
He had proved to the Houſe that, on former occaſions, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had been guilty of that practice, and if the 
Houſe had done their duty, he would not have been in a ſituation to 
repeat his offence. Mr. Grey reſtated his charge, and read the evi- 
dnce of Mr. Boſanquet before the Secret Committee, which proved 
that this ſum was not repaid from the ſum deitined to pay the ad- 
vances of the Bank, but was paid by the Bank keeping back their 
ſubſcription to the laſt loan. The explanation attempted to be given 
would lead the Houſe to believe, that after all the tranſactions that 
had taken place between Miniſters and the Bank, after the former 
had been ſolicited day after day, and week after week, to repay the 
ſums advanced by the Bank, that the latter did not avail themſelves 
of the opportunity they had of obtaining payment of this ſum. Let 
any one look at the Report of the Secret Committee, and believe 
this ſtory who can. He wiſhed that ſome Director of the Bank 
were preſent, to give the Houſe ſatisfaction on this point. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the Report of the Secret Com- 
mittee was but recently diſtributed, and he was not yet ready for 
tne diſeuſſion. It was proved, however, that this ſum had not 
been ſpecifically granted, and that payment of it had not been with- 
held. Inſtead of having violated the Act of Appropriation, it had 
been ſtrictly obſerved, as there was no power to diſcharge the debt 
in caſh, and the Bank had not availed themſelves of the mode by 
which the payment muſt have been made. 

Mr. FOX faid, that the right honourable gentleman defended 
himſelf by comments on form, and by ſpecial pleadings. It was 
certain that whether or not the ſum had been ſpecifically granted for 
the purpoſe of paying off that debt, it had been granted in contem- 
plation of that being done. What the Houſe had done in this view, 
or if the right honourable gentleman was better pleaſed with his own 
long word, in „ contemplation” of this, had not been complied 
vith, and the money had been diverted to other purpoſes. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that when he acted upon the ſpirit 
of an act he was accuſed of violating its letter; and now when he 
had complied with the letter, he was accuſed of ſpecial pleading ! 

Mr. FOX faid, that the right honourable gentleman had not 
eomplied with the ſpirit of the act. He had raiſed money on falſe 
3D 2 
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pretences, becauſe it was not applied to the objects for which it was 
originally aſked. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought the diſtinction taken not worth dwel. 
ling upon. The money was given by the Houſe for the purpoſe ct 
paying the Bank, and the Miniſter failing in this, had obtained jr 
under falſe pretences. As the Report of the Committee of Finance 
had been the ſubject of ſome aiſimadverſion, he ſhould fay a fey 
words on this point. The right honourable gentleman had miſre. 
preſented what he had ſaid upon this Report on a former occaſion, 
He had faid, that he conſidered himſelf reſponſible for every part 
of it againſt which he had not diſſented. He believed there was 
no material fallacy in the Report. The inſtructions under which 
tlley acted, however, had prevented them from procecding entircly 
in the manner which his right honourable friend had juſtly preferred, 
He ſhould now ſay only a fingle word on the taxes ; for it was the 
cuſtom of the right honourable gentleman to conſider the taxes as 
unanimouſly aſſented to, if they were received with no marks of 
diſapprobation on their firſt introduction. In no part of his ſpeech 
had the right honourab'e £m leman tully met our fituation, and 
many of the taxes o poſed he thought highly exceptionable. They 
were as frivolous and vexatious as thev would prove opprefhve and 
unproductive. They alto carried with them this additiona] cala- 
mity, as was truly obſerved by his right honourable friend (Mr. 
Fox), that they would not anſwer the views of the Miniſter, who 
would ſoon be obliged to lay on the ſhoulders of the Peopie an equal 
or greater load of freſh taxes. To that on Plate alone he had no 
objeaion. That on Tolls was inconſiſtent with every idea of pro- 
perty and juſtice ; and the tax on Newſpapers he could not but re- 
gard as a vital blow ſtruck at the Liberty of the Preſs, in the only 
manner by which a Miniſter could dare to aim it, by putting the 
information conveyed in them at a price beyond the reach ot tl! 
majority of the public. 

The Newſpapers were denominated a Juxury, but was the diſmal 
catalogue of miſeries and diſtreſs which they now al moſt conſiantly 
contained, a luxry to thoſe by whom they were read? The tax pro- 
poſed went ultimately to the annihilation of cheap publications, for 
the inſtruction or information of the public. It was not ſurpriſing 
however, that ſuch Miniſters as the preſent ſhould be deſirous by 


any means to impoſe a check on their progreſs, or completely to i 
compliſh their deſtruction. 


The different reſolutions were then put. : 
On that relative to Newſpapers a diviſion took place on the mo- 
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tion of Mr. Sheridan: For the Reſolution, 151 ; Againſt it, 43. 
Majority, 109. 

On the reſolution for granting 200,000]. to the Emperor, Mr. 
Fox took the ſenſe of the Committee. 

The numbers were : 

For it, 149; Againſt it, 45. Majority, 104. 

The reſolution being agreed to, the Houſe was reſumed, and the 

Report was ordered to be received to-morrow. Adjourned. 


Thurſday, 27th April. 


Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that he had received a 
letter from Sir Thomas Moſtyn, Baronet, who is returned a Knight 
of the Shire to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the county of 
Flint, deſiring him to inform the Houſe, that he, the ſaid Sir Tho- 
mas Moſtyn, did not intend to defend his return for the ſaid 
county. 


And the faid letter being delivered in at the table, was read, and 
is as followeth, viz. 


« Bruton Street, London, April 27th, 1797. 
« Mr. Speaker, 

« I DO myſelf the Honour to addreſs you for the purpoſe of 
informing the Houſe of Commons that I do not intend to de- 
tend my return to ſerve in Parliament for the county of Flint 
againſt the ſeveral petitions which have been preſented to the 
Houſe, complaining of my election and return; and I beg this 
may be conſidered as my declaration, in writing, purſuant to the 
* act of the 28th of His preſent Majeſty. 


& TI have the honour to be, 
« SI 
« With the greateſt reſpect, 
« Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
e The Right Honourable THOMAS MOSTYN. 
The Speaker, Houſe of Commons.” 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS ſaid, that he was the 
perſon who, about three months ago gave notice of the incapacity 
of Sir Thomas Moſtyn ; and he thought it very unhandſome of that 
gentleman to keep the county of Flint unrepreſented ſo long, for 
thirty days muſt now elapſe, after the annunciation of the vacancy 
in the Gazette, before any other perſon can be elected. : 

Mr. ABBOT moved, that the Houſe ſhould take into farther 
conlideration, the Report of the Committee for the better promul- 
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cation of the ſtatutes ; when the ſeveral reſolutions were read ang 
agreed to. He then ſtated, that as he thought it a ſubject which 
intereſted both Houſes of Parliament, he concelved it proper to ſub. 
mit theſe reſolutions to the conſideration of the Upper Houſe, and 
that a conference ſhould be held with their Lordſhips on the ſme, 

Mr. FOX deſired to know what was the total amount of the 
efiimated produce of the new taxes, as the right honourable pentle- 
man (Mr. Pitt) had not laſt night ſtated them with his uſual accy- 
Tacy ; at leait ſeveral gentlemen who had carefully attended, and 
taken down his calculations, diftered in their ſtatements. He un- 
derſtood the right hanourable gentleman to compute them at 
1,284, oool. 

The SPEAKER reminded the right honourable gentleman that 
this was the Report of the Committee of Supply, and thought it 
would be more regular to defer the obſervation until the reſolutions 
of the Committee of Ways and Means were reported. 

The reſolution, that 200,0001. be granted to the Emperor in 
advance, by way of a temporary loan, was then read and agreed to, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, in reply to Mr. Fox, ſtated, in a low 
tone of voice acroſs the table, that he did not compute the ſum total 
at 1,284,000]. and recapitulated the terms. 

Mr. FOX faid, he did not mean to enter into any debate this 
evening, after the elaborate diſcuſhon of laſt night, but he roſe 
merely to re- aſſert, that ſome parts of the right honourable gentle- 
man's ſtatements of laſt night were palpable deluſions. The right 
honourable gentleman ſtated, that he had not only provided for the 
Funded Debt, but three millions and a half of Navy Debt; 
whereas he contended, that, upon the duty of 201. per ton on wine 
only, in 1796, there was 248, oool. deficiency in one calculation, 
and at leaſt 90,2451. upon another. With regard to the other 
point which he had to notice, the proviſion for the general ſupply, 
he thought it wrong to flatter ourſelves, that the expences for the 
Naval ſervice could be 17,0001. leſs this year than laſt, when, in- 
ſtead of voting 110,000 ſeamen as we did laſt vear, we had voted 
120,000. The ſame ſort of reduction in proviſion was made in 
the Army, when the eſtimates were 2, ooo, oool. leſs than the ex- 
pences of laſt year ; and the Ordnance eſtimates were conſiderably 
ſhorter than laſt year, and, if compared with thoſe of 1795, were 
ſhorter ſtill. He blamed this ſort of popular ſubterfuge and eva- 
| fon, and predicted, that the conſequence would be a final in- 
efficiency. 

Mr. 13 PITT contended, that the whole of the taxes 
had been met within the ſum of 2 or 300, oool.; and he defired 
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to know, whether there was ever a period of war before when an 
adequate proviſion was made in any thing like that proportion. 
Was the view of it diſcouraging, or did it impoſe a belict that the 
deficiency muſt continue, and that it therefore was the duty of the 
Houſc to levy freſh taxes? As to the other point, he had at all 
times falt the difficulty of forming a correct eſtimate of the probable 
expences of the year ; but before the right honourable gentleman 
blamed him for narrowing the proviſion, he ought to inquire whe- 
ther the general expences of the naval ſervice might not be ſmaller 
than formerly? Whether the leading articles of proviſion might not 
be conſiderably cheaper? Whether the active expeditions of the 
army might not be reſtrained ? and whether the quantity of ordnance 
wanted might not in conſequence be lefs? He ought to take ſome- 
thing for his guide, for there was no rule of conjecture that could 
aid him. The Ordnance expences had been decreafing for the two 
laſt years; the Army Extraordinaries of former years were done 
away ; the bills from the Weſt Indies were controled, and the diſ- 
burſements in St. Domingo would no longer continue on the ſame 
ſcale, unleſs with groſs and direct diſobedience. - Theſe were im- 
portant conſiderations, and theſe had induced him to confine his 
eſtimate, 

Mr. FOX wiſhed to know how the deficiency of funded debt 
was to be defrayed * 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, by Exchequer Bills. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH obſerved, that if the marriage of 
the Princeſs Royal took place, there would be a farther ſum to pro- 
vide for her dower of 80 or 100,0001. To this was to be added, 
400,000], at leaſt, for the increaſed pay of the Seamen ; and the 
additional bonus to the ſubſcribers of the Loyalty Loan would 
amount to about 300, oool. more, making in all a farther ſum to 
be provided of 8 oo, oool. 

The reſolutions were then read and agreed to, and bills ordered 
to be brought in for carrying them into effect. 

Mr. Sceretary DUNDAS brought up a copy of a letter from 
Licutenant-General Wentworth to the Duke of Portland, reſpect- 
ing the arrival of the Maroons at Halifax, which was ordered to 
be laid upon the table, and a certain number of copies printed. 


Friday, 28th April. 


An inſufficient number of Members eligible to ſerve upon the 
ballot for a Committee to try the merits of the Kent election being 
preſent, an adjournment of courſe took place ; but a call of the 
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Houſe was fixed for to-morrow, in order to procure a ſufficient at- 
tendance of Members. 


Saturday, 29th April. 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T acquainted the Houſe, That he had a 
meſſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, figned by His Majeft; ; 
and he preſented the ſame to the Houſe ; and it was read by Mr. 
SPEAKER ; and is as followeth, viz. 


GEORGE R. 


HIS Majeſiy recommends it to the Houſe of Commons, to conſider if 
enabling His Majeſty io make remittances, from time to time, 16 be 
applied to his ſervice in Ireland, in ſuch manner as fhall be apprid 
by the Parliament F that kingdom, to an amsunt not exceeding ane nul. 


lion five hundred thouſand pounds, on proviſion being made by the Par— 
liament of Ireland for defraying the intereſt and a4 of a lan 15 
that amount. 

And His Majeſty farther recommends it ts the Houſe, ts corfider if [ 
guaranteeing a loan mm acctunt of his ally the Emperor, to be atplied i n 
making good the advances, ta the amount one millian ſix hundred 
thouſand pounds, which have already been made ts His Imperial Ma- ü 
Jefly, and to defray the charge of ſuch farther advances as His Mi l 
may, from time ts time, direct to be made in the courſe of the preſeut 
year, Io an amount not exceeding two millions. le 

His Majeſty truſts, that he ſhall experience the ready concurrence of 
his faithful Commons, at this important conjundture, in a meaſure cal. * 
culated to enable the Emperor the more effeftually to continue his exer- * 
tions for the ſupport of the common cauſe, and far the attainment of a Ir 
general peace, en ſecure and adequate terms; and His Majeſty relies He 
en their zeal and affeftion to provide for enabling His Majeſty to defray - 
ſuch other extraordinary expences as may be neceſſary for the public ſer- * 
vice, and to take ſuch meaſures as the exigency of affairs may _— | 6 

G. K. 
a 

The meſſage was ordered to be taken into conſideration on Mon- * 
day next. But 

Monday, 1ft May. june 

: have 

1 Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day on the * 
| meſſage from His Majeſty. Mitt 

| The meſſage was then read, and referred to a Committee of whic 


Supply, as was alſo the Report of the Committee of Secrecy. the 0 
On the queſtion being put, that the Speaker ſhould leave the Natur 


, 
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Mr. FOX ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe that motion, but he 
wiſhed to have an anſwer to a quettion before the Houſe proceeded 
to the buſineſs which was now before it. When we were hearing 
every day of what had paſſed at Portſmouth, it was neceſſary to 
know ſomethiug in that Houſe officially upon that ſubject. The 
neceſſary arrangements which muſt take place in conſequenee of the 
ate events, would create very conſiderable expence, for which Par- 
liament muſt provide. This was an expence, in one point of view, 
of conſiderable importance : but in another point of view, the 
matter was of more iraportance than any conſideration of the ex- 
pence could be. It had in that view created more uneaſineſs in the 
mind of every thinking man in this eountry, than he chuſed at this 
moment to expreſs. He had therefore, on a former day, aſked, 
when it was probable that official information ſhould come before 
the Houſe ? that queſtion was then anſwered in a general way, by 
an intimation that a communication would be made to the Houſe as 
ſoon as poſſible. Since which a conliderable time had elapſed, and 
no communication had been made. He was therefore under the 
neceſſity of repeating his queſtion. 5 | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that in the courſe of a day or two a 
ſum of money would be propoſed to be voted by Parliament upon 
the ſubject alluded to by the right honourable gentleman. 

The SPEAKER then left the chair, and the Houſe reſolved it- 
ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the King's meſſage. 

Mr. Chancellor PFTT. One part of His Majeſty's meſſage 
recommends it to this Houſe to conſider of enabling His Majeſty to 
make remittances from time to time, to be applied to his ſervice of 
Ireland. The other part is an application from His Majeſty to this 
Houſe, to enable His Majeſty to make advances to the Emperor 
trom tune to time in the preſent year, as well as to make proviſion 
fur the advances which have been already made to his Imperial 
Majeſty. The former of thoſe comes under the vote of credit. 
| will not trouble the Committee with any obſervations on that 
part which reſpects the aid to Ireland, becauſe I am apprehenſive, 
that upon that part of the ſubject there is no variety of opinion. 
But the other part of it is ſuch, that I cannot even, in this con- 
juncture, hope that there is no difference of opinion. From what I 
ave heard on a former day when this ſubject was incidentally men- 
woned, I cannot ſay I am ſanguine enough to truſt that the Com- 
mittce wilt be entirely unanimous. I am aware that the motion 
which I ſhall conclude with will be objected to; but until I hear 
the objections, I (hall content myſelf with ſtating very ſhortly the 


nature of the queſtion which is now before the Committee, whom 1 
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ſhall detain by repeating to them arguments in favour of the general 
policy of our endeavouring, while the war continues, to avail or. 
ſelves of the aſliſtance and co-operation of the Emperor, and of the 
propriety of our granting to him a pecuniary ſuccour. There vas 
a period, in the preſent ſeſfion, in which there was a general, nx; 
almoſt univerſal, concurrence in this point—'T hat there would be 
nothing more defirable on our part than that of having the vigorous 
co-operation of his Imperial Majeſty in the proſecution of the pre. 
ſent conteſt, in order to bring it to a concluſion as favourable to us 
as poſſible, which we cannot rationally hope for unleſs we afford to 
his Imperial Majeſty pecuniary aid. This is a topic which has 
already undergone fo much diſcuſſion, that it is hardly poſſible for 
me to advance any thing new upon it. Indeed I can do no more 
than remind the Houſe of what it has expreſſed already by its votes 
upon that ſubject. I muſt, however, obſerve in paſſing, that it 
was contended by thoſe who profeſſed themſelves friendly to the 
meaſures of Government, that while we are engaged in this war 
we ſhould exert ourſelves, as much as poſſible, in the proſecution cf 
ſuch meaſures as tend to a diverſion of the force of the enemy, in a | 


conteſt which affects the intereſt, at leaſt, if it does not threaten the 
ſafety of this country. That general principle was hardly ever de- 
nied by any one. The only queſtion has always been, „how far j 
«« the inconvenience of ſending remittanges abroad could tend 0 { 
« counteract the advantages which muſt reſult to us from the vigo- 0 
«© rous co-operation of his Imperial Majeſty?” In diſcuſſing that r 
queſtion, due attention has been paid to the topics of real economy, Ct 
to the effect which foreign remittances from us would have on the e; 
courſe of exchange, to the effect which it would have on their in- © 
ternal ſtate of the country, and the circumſtances of the Bank. On tu 
our part, it was contended, that the remittances propoſed, and after- Vi 
wards agreed to by Parliament, were agreeable to true policy evel an 
in point of economy, that the ſums were ſmall in proportion to the or 
beneficial effects to be expected by the diverſion which the Empero Ba 
would make to the force of the enemy, and which would lead to 1 tha 
concluſion of the conteſt on the moſt favourable terms. Such w3 it i 
the courſe of our arguments on the broad and general baſis of tic dra 
conteſt. On the narrower view of the queſtion, we contended the 
that with reference to our credit at home, to the circulation of ſpecte mer 
to the period at which the Bank would be enabled to reſume 1 bee: 
payments and operations in the uſual manner, to every thing co of i 
need with our eommercial credit at home, independent of ot hay, 
foreign trade and commerce, and the courſe of exchange, the ad- whie 
vantages which we might gain by the diverſion which the Emp" Bi fider 
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made to the force of the enemy, was an advantage of a much higher 
value than that which could poſſibly be expected by our having 
withheld our foreign remittances. Feeling that in the courſe of 
commerce and means of carrying it on, on your part, were improved 
in a manner that was eſſential to your intereſt by making theſe fo- 
reign remittances, Parliament conſidered that the real balance was 
in your favour, in conſequence of theſe remittances, and therefore 
they agreed to make them. The Houſe is in poſſeſſion of the Re- 
port of the Seeret Committee, whoſe labours were taken up in in- 
quiring into the cauſes of the diſcontinuance of the payment in 
ſpecie by the Bank, by which it appears to be their opinion that the 
cauſes were numerous ; and it is evident to every one who will take 
the trouble of examining the ſubject, that the cauſe which led to the 
aQual neceſſity, which the Committee agree in reporting exiſted, of 
deferring payment in eaſh, aroſe from no foreign remittance what- 
ever; more remote cauſes have contributed to that effect; they are 
many, each having jts ſhare in diminiſhing the caſh in the Bank, 
and bringing it to the fitaution which compelled. it to take the ſteps 
that were taken. It would be difficult, I believe impoſſible, to 
give to each of thoſe remote cauſes its due ſhare in producing the 
ſuſpenſion of payment in the Bank. The queſtion upon that ſub- 
ject is not to be determined eaſily ; it not only requires that we 
ſhould know how much ſpecie or bullion was drained out of the 
country by the extraordinary expences of the war, but alſo the va- 
rious commercial tranſactions in which this country has been con- 
cerned with foreign parts: that, again, will involve the compli- 
cated and intricate queſtions of the cauſe of the balance of trade, 
courſe of exchange, and a vaſt number of other topics, each in its 
turn having its ſhare more or leſs in the draining of ſpecie. But in 
viewing them all, I think it hardly poſſible for any one to entertain 
an opinion that the remittances to the Emperor were the immediate, 
or much leſs the excluſive cauſe of the ſtoppage of payment by the 
Bank in caſh—to what degree theſe remittances were any cauſe of 
that preſſure is a point on which opinions are very various. But 
it is a great conſolation to us to reflect, that great as has been the 
drain upon us, that even while that drain continued, whatever was 
the temporary effect of it, ſuch was the effect of our flouriſhing com- 
merce, that even, in the courſe of laſt year, the courſe of exchange 
became more favourable to this country than it was at the beginning 
of it. It alſo appears, that circumſtances of a temporary nature 
have had great effect in diminiſhing our ſpecie. The late ſcarcity, 
which was ſo ſeverely felt in this country, had a much more con- 
ſiderable effect in draining our ſpecie than any loan that was ſent to 
3E 2 | 
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the Emperor. Since, notwithſtanding all theſe cauſes, many of 
which have now ceaſed, and of their return there is no reaſonable 
apprehenſion, the courſe of exchange has become more favourable 
even during the continuance of the preſſure, there is great reaſon to 
be ſatisfied that our commerce is ſtill flouriſhing. Perceiving that 
the drain on account of the ſcarcity of corn was one great cauſe of 
the ſcarcity of ſpecie, and perceiving that we are not likely to feel a 
ſimilar evil, I fee no reaſon why a moderate remittance to the Em- 
peror ought to alarm us, eſpecially when we ſee that it is poſſible 
that ſuch a remittance may, inſtead of aggravating the weight upon 
us, tend to relieve us from it. Feeling it to be the general opinion 
of the Houſe, and believing it to be the general opinion of the 
Country, that it is defirable we ſhould have the vigorous co-opera- 
tion of the Emperor in this conteſt, and knowing we cannot expect 
that co-operation unleſs we affurd pecuniary aid to his Imperial 
Majeſty, a principle ſo often confirmed by this Houſe that I can 
hardly ſuffer myſelf to heſitate as to what will be the deci ſion of the 
Committee to-night, I ſhall therefore move a reſolution to enable 
His Majeſty to make advances from time to time to the Emperor, 
to the amount of three millions and a half, to be repaid by his 
Imperial Majeſty. But I ſhall firſt obſerve, that the ſum of 
200, oool. already voted is included in. this ſum, as alſo the ſum 
of 1,600,000. already advanced to his Imperial Majeſty, ſo that 
the ſum now propoſed to be advanced is about 1,380,000. 

He then moved the firſt reſolution, to enable His Maj-fty to 
make advances to the above amount, and to guarantee the Joan to tlic 
Emperor, &c. 

Mr. FOX. I flattered mvſelf that, after the Report of the 
Committee had becn put into the hands of every Member ot this 
Houſe, they would have ſcen the conſequence of ſending mic 
money abroad in too alarming a point of view to hear with patience 
the propoſal which is now made to the Committee; for however the 
right honourable gentleman may exult in the flouriſhing ſtate of our 
commerce, however he may endeavour to diminiſh the eſſec of ſend- 
ing money to the Emperor, by comparing it with other cauſes which 
have produced the preſent ſcarcity of caſh, and however he may 
deny what was never aſſerted that it was the excluſive cauſe of thc 
ſcarcity—it is impoſſible for any man who has examined the matter 
to have any doubt that the ſending of money to the Emperor has 
been one great cauſe of the preſent ſcarcity of caſh—l ſay a great 
and principal cauſe—but the right honourable gentleman conliders 
the importation of corn as one of the great cauſes of the drain of 
ſpecie in this country: J admit it to be ſo; I hope a ſimilar evil 
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will not recur ; but it is impoſſible to be ſure of that, ſince it muſt 
depend upon events that are yet to come; but the great evil with us 
now, is our own internal ſituation. Do you not feel the weight of 
the misfortunes of the preſent year? No; vou cannot feel them 
all, for they have not yet preſſed upon you ſo much as they will 
when you endeavour to raiſe the money which has been voted. 
Remember, that you have no reaſon to think you can conjecture 
when your preſſure will terminate. The propoſition which is now 
to come immediately before us, ſtates the neceſſity of a large loan, 
which this country is to guarantee for Ireland ; a circumſtance 
which ought to alarm every Member of this Houſe ; for without 
entering upon the propriety of that meaſure now, you ſhould think 
of the effect which that muſt have upon this country. You will 
find that ſum of a million and a half very conſiderable at this mo- 
ment. You ſhould think which is moſt neceſſary for you, aſſiſtance 
to Ireland, or aſſiſtance to the Emperor. In this view of things, I 
own I was never more ſurprized in my life than I was at the propo- 
firion which is now before vou; think only of the time in which it 
comes ; the Miniſter refers to a triumphant argument, that the de- 
termination of Parliament has already ſanctioned the principle of 
ſending money abroad. That ſort of triumph which follows from 
the reflection, that a majority of Parliament have confided in his 
opinion, and brought this country to its preſent calamity, certainly 
belongs to that right honourable dat ; but I aſk the Com- 
mittee, in what ſtate it is that we now come to the queſtion which is 
before us? In a ſtate in which we do not know that the Emperor 
las not concluded peace. We do know that an armiſtice for fix 
days has been agreed upon between the Emperor and the forces of 
the French Republic. I have read the accounts of this armiſtice ; 
the Emperor, in alluding to his hopes of peace, fays, “ That he 
* truſts the enemy will at length cunſcnt to accept equitable con- 
* ditions,” and ſo on; and then makes uſe of general expreſſions 
about his not “ derogating from the dignity of his Imperial Ma- 
* jeſty, and the honour of the nation he has the happineſs to go- 
* ven; and that he confides in the aſſiſtance and ſupport of his 
faithful ſubjects.“ I looked with care and caution over the 
whole of the Vienna Court Gazette, and I could not ſee the name 
of Great Britain, nor could I find that one word was uttered about 
any ally of his Imperial Majeſty. Why? Becauſe the Emperor 
(whether ſincere or not, I am not now diſcuſſing) knows that the 
only object he has in view is to fatisfy his own people, and that he 
looks to them as the only perſons whoſe approbation he is to con- 
ſult; from this follows an armiſtice of ſix days; whence I con- 
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clude, that the Emperor may agree upon peace without conſulting 
our intereſt. I ſhould have thought that the Miniſter would not 
have been ſo very impatient as not to wait the event of this armiſ. 
tice, before he ealled upon this Houſe to vote this money to the Em- 
peror. There is additional information arrived in town this day 
from the part of the world to which J have been alluding ; I do 
not affect to detail it, but the ſubſtance of it is, © That the armiſ. 
tice is to be prolonged for three days ;” what is to be gathered from 
that event? Why, that they are in hopes of a negotiation, in which 
there is no probability of our intereſt being included, ſince we are 
not ſo much as mentioned. Where, in the name God, is the 
hurry for this money being voted * What reaſon has the Houſe of 
Commons of Great Britain to take a ſtep ſo hazardous? Why ſo 
eager to vote again the money of the people? Whether this ally 
of ours will be compelled to make peace without us, I am not now 
anticipating. I think I ſee what is moſt probable in that particular, 
I do not think it my duty to enter into any diſcuſſion upon that 
matter now ; but I do think it my duty to call upon this Houſe to 
wait until we ſhall learn the event of the armiſtice that has been 
agreed on. If we wait, and find that peace has not been the 
conſequence of the negotiation between the Emperor and the French 
Republic, we may then hear the grounds upon which the negotia- 
tion was broken off, and not thus vote away the public money in 
the dark. But let me put another caſe ; ſuppoſe the war ſhould 
continue, will"it not be a neceſſary thing for us to know the points 
on which the propoſed negotiation was broken off, before we vote 
our money to the Emperor? Shall we vote money before we know 
that the points on which the Emperor inſiſts are eſſential to the ge- 
neral intereſts of Europe? For any thing which we can know to 
the contrary, theſe two millions, which we are now called upon to 
vote to the Emperor, may be for the attainment of objects which 
may appear to us to be detrimental to the general intereſts of Eu- 
rope. With regard to Belgium, that is a territory for which I pre- 
ſume the Emperor, in the preſent poſture of affairs, will not very 
obſtinately negotiate, or for the attainment of which he will riſk tic 
ſafety of his capital and his whole people. But let us ſuppoſe (for 
affairs are now in ſuch a ſtate that a man may almoſt ſuppoſe any 


thing) that the Emperor and the French ſhould agree that certain 


provinces in the Palatinate, or Bavaria, or any provinces in Italy, 
ſhould be held by any of the branches of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
that we ſhould be of opinion that ſuch a plan would be highly inju- 
rious to the balance of power in Europe, and ſhould even be detet- 
mined to oppoſe it as we had done in former wars; what, in ſuch 
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a caſe, would you think of voting away millions of your money to 
facilitate the accompliſhment of that which you would give as many 
millions more to oppoſe ? All this you may be doing, for any thing 
vou know to the contrary, and which you may avoid by only wait- 
ing a few days. You are going to give your money to a power 
which, indeed, you call your ally, but which you do not know 
whether he is your ally or not, or whether he may not at this ve 
moment be the ally of your enemy. It may be ſaid, that when 
we vote this money to His Majeſty, it will be in the power of the 
Executive Government to defer the ſending it away in caſe there 
ſhould be any reaſon for it. To which I anſwer, that this Houſe 
ought not to vote away the money of the People in that manner, 
the more eſpecially when there can be nothing loſt by taking time 
to wait for an event that may render the vote now propoſed unne- 
ceſſary, and even ridiculous. 

With reſpe& to the buſineſs of Ireland, I certainly ſhall not op- 
poſe the loan propoſed ; not that I do not think it extremely im- 
portant ; not that I do not think that a million and a half, even 
to the ſiſter kingdom, is a great deal for Great Britain to grant in 
her preſent embarraſſment. There is, however, nothing that we 
Jo not owe to Ireland; and therefore I cannot object to any aid 
that is propoſed to it: but here I cannot help obſerving on the 
dreadful meaſures which have been purſued, and whic'. have 
brought it into its preſent ſituation ; on the dreadful meaſures that 
are ſtill purſuing to bring it into ſtill worſe! When I ſee means 
uſed towards Ireland, ſuch as were uſed towards our Colonies in 
America—when I ſee the ſame temper obſerved—when J ſee the 
ſame vain hopes are entertained (vain, indeed !) of preſerving do- 
minion over our fellow ſubjects by force of arms—when I hear 
opinions openly avowed that are hoſtile to all good government 
when I fee that it is a part of the policy of the Executive Govern- 
ment to treat as rebels all who are diſcontented, when whole pro- 
vinces are declared to be in a fiate of rebellion—when I reflect 
what the iſſue has been of ſuch policy already—whep I remember 
that thirty-fix millions of money have been voted in this ſeſſion al- 
ready, and know our reſources to be faſt exhauſting - when I re- 
member, ſee, feel, and reflect, I ſay, on all theſe things, I cannot 
Proceed but with trembling hand ; I cannot help fearing that, un- 
der the preſent ſyſtem of Government, we may do more harm than 
good by granting this vote even to the ſiſter kingdom=— that vote, 

wever, I cannot oppoſe. But, with regard to the vote to the 
Emperor, I have no difficulty myſelf of meeting it with my direct 
negative; but, in order to give time to others who may heſitate, I 
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ſhould propoſe that we ſhould wait to know the event of the armiſ 
tice before we vote away any more money. I therefore moye, 
« That you do now leave the chair. The forms of the Houſe 
will allow of your ſitting again, and then the vote for the Irith loan 
may paſs.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. The arguments upon which the right 
honourable gentleman has founded his motion for delay may be 
brought into a very narrow compaſs. When the ſubje&t was 
brought before the Houſe ſome time ago by an honourable friend of 
his (Mr. Sheridan), he was then for the Houſe deciding in the ne. 
gative upon ſending ſupplies to the Emperor, without ſo much as 
waiting for the Report of the Secret Committee, which we con- 
tended was neceſſary, in order to be enabled to judge of the expe- 
diency and propriety of ſuch a meaſure. But now when that Re- | 

port is before the Committee, and when a ſpecific propoſition is made 
| for making farther advances to his Imperial Majeſty, he is againſt 
] 


5 any deciſion, either in the negative or the affirmative, but recom- 

; mends a meaſure of delay. The argument by which he enforces j; 
this delay, is ſimple and diſtin. He ſays, that at this moment 8 
the Emperor may be engaged in ſeparate negotiation, and that in the 9 


| courſe of three days he may have concluded a ſeparate peace with 
= the enemy. But he admits at the ſame time, that the Government 
1 of this country, ſuppoſing ſuch a peace to be concluded, would not 
put in execution the vote of this evening, for remitting pecuniary 
ſuccours to a power which would no longer be in the relation to 
this country of an ally. The reſolution, therefore, ſuppoling it to 
be adopted, can at leaſt do no harm. The right honourable gen- 
tleman does not tate it as an event to be wiſhed for by the Go- 
vernment of this country that ſuch a peace ſhould be concluded. Ii, 
then, this is an event to be deprecated, and if every poſſible mea- 
ſure ought to be taken to prevent it, do we incur no riſk by the delay 
which is now propoſed ? He predicts, that the event will be known 
in three days ; but is it not as likely that the negotiation may be 
protracted ? that the iſſue may be ſuſpended for a conliderable 
longer time? that the fortune of war may be kept hanging in doubt- 
ful balance to a period much later than that to which he looks, 
and that the deciſion may not be known for a month or ſix weeks 

| to come? And taking this into confideration, will the right honour- 
= able gentleman contend that it will make no difference to our ally, 
and no difference to the cauſe in which we contend, whether the 

Houſe of Commons immediately adopt the reſolution now propoſed, 

or defer their deciſion to a future day? If the courſe of militar) 
| cxents, or the unſucceſsful iſſue of the pending negotiation, ſhould 
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render ſuch a meaſure expedient and neceſſary, who is there who 
would wiſh to have loſt even three days in deciding upon a mea- 
ſure for which he afterwards finds himſelf obliged to vote? Ineſti- 
mable good, therefore, may be derived from immediate deciſion, 
and ineſtimable evil may be the rcſult of delay. But, ſays the right 
honourable gentleman, the negotiation may be broken off on points 
for which it may not be worth while for this country to contend. 
In anſwer to this, it is only neceſſary for me to ſay, that the Miniſ- 
ters themſelves, perhaps, do not know the terms which are in dif- 
euſſion between the parties; and if this was a ſubject on which the 
right honourable gentleman did not chuſe to give any opinion, it 
would ſurely be far more improper for me to ſtate what I may con- 
fider as terms which ought to be accepted or rejected. This the 
rizht honourable gentleman does not require ; and if any perſon was 
ſo fooliſh as to demand ſuch an explanation, I ſhould have no heſi- 
tation in refuſing it. For what would it be but to give aſſiſtance to 
France, by putting her in poſſeſſion of your ſentiments upon a ſub- 
jet of which ſhe ſhould be entirely ignorant? But is there any one 
who will deny, that a vote of the Parliament of England, paſſed with 
unanimity and decifion, granting ample pecuniary ſuccours to our 
ally, may materially affect the terms on which peace may be con- 
cluded? Does it not immediately affect the queſtion of the Em- 
peror making a ſeparate peace? And if he is unfortunately driven 
to that extremity, will it not enable him to conclude a peace on bet- 
ter terms to himſelf, and confequently on better terms to this eoun- 
try? for it ought to be recollected, that whatever additional conceſ- 
ions he extorts from the enemy for himſelf, it is fo much gained to 
us, ſince they will help to ſtrike a balance of power more favourable 
to Great Britain? This is a point ſo clear, that it is quite unne- 
eeſſary to dilate in illuſtration of it. Under theſe grounds I am 


perſuaded that the Committee will ſee the propriety of rejecting the 


motion for delay, and of agreeing to the reſolution. 

Mr. FOX. The right honourable gentleman has attempted to 
affix a charge of inconſiſtency upon my conduct, in giving my de- 
cided negative to any father. remittance to the Emperor on a former 
Gy, and the motion which J have at preſent made for delay. I 
think, however, I ſhall have no great difficulty in exculpating my- 
{elf from the charge. I then gave my negative to any pecuniary 
remittance to the Emperor, from a conviction of the impolicy and 
danger of ſuch a meaſure at the preſent, and I am as ready to give 
that negative now as I was then. But is there any inconſiſtency 
in having given a negative to a meaſure, and recommending it to 
the Committee to ſuſpend giving it their affirmirive ? The right 

Vol. II. 3 F 3 


402 PARLIAMENTARY [ Commons. 


horourable gentleman contends that the Committee ought to come 
to an immediate deciftion, becauſe the vote may affect the terms on 
which peace may be concluded. But I will aſk, where is the pro- 
bability of its influencing the preſent negotiation ? Was not an ar- 
miſtice granted, and not without ſome diſcuſſion of the terms, for 
only fix days? and has it not been prolonged, not for an indefinite 
time, but for only three days more? How then is it poſſible that 
the vote of this night can affect a diſcuſſion which is probably already 
terminated ? What I with to know is, whether a ſeparate peace has 
not been already concluded by the Emperor? or whether the ne- 
gotiation has not been broken off? and if it is broken off, what 
were the points of difference between the parties which produced the 
rupture? The right honourable gentleman ſuppoſed that it was part 
of my argument that the vote of this evening might affect the pending 
negotiation, which it really was not. All I contend for was, a 
ſhort delay till the iſſue of that negotiation was known; and if it 
was broken off, the points for which the war is to be continued, 
For ſuppoling the negotiation to be broken off on a point in which 
the country may find itſelf no ways intereſted, in what a ſtrange 
fituation ſhall we be placed after having voted theſe pecuniary ſuc- 
cours! We ſhall be enabling the Emperor to continue the war till 
he gains a point which is of no importance to us, and which, when 
he has gained, he will be ready to conclude a peace, perhaps with- 
out the conſent of this country ; ſo that, in fact, it may happen 
that we are about to vote a ſum to the Emperor to enable him to 
make a ſeparate peace. The vote of this evening can do no peſſi- 
ble good, except you can ſuppoſc that the negotiation will be con- 
tinued, and that the news of it will reach Vienna before the nega- 
tiation is finiſhed. Now, what are the circumſtances in which we 
ſtand? The armiſtice was to terminate on the 16th, and there are 
letters and the Vienna Gazettee of the 15th in town, We haic 
only to wait, therefore, for three or four days, in order to know 
whether the armiſtice has been prolonged, and negotiations are go- 
ing on, or whether the war be again renewed. But if we vote the 
reſolution now propoſed, we bind ourſelves to ſend remittances, not 
knowing whether a ſeparate peace may not already have been con- 
cluded with the enemy of our ally; and, ſuppoſing the war to be 
ce ntinued, not knowing whether it is to be carried on for points for 
which it may be for the intereſt of this country to contend. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT contended, that a mail might reach 
Vienna in ten or twelve days, with the accounts of the vote which 
he propoſed the Committee now to paſs ; and that if the negotis- 
tion was then pending, it would materially affect the terms of di- 
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cuſſion. In reply, alſo, to what Mr. Fox ſtated, that the Com- 
mittee might, perhaps, be voting a ſum to enable the Emperor to 
conclude a ſeparate pcace, he urged the diſcretionary power veſted 
in Government, to ſtop the ſupplies upon the ſuppoſition of ſuch 
an event taking place. 

Mr. FOX replied, that there was no probability of the negotia- 
tion remaining unterminated in twelve days. Tt was only a poſſible 
caſe ; and the probability was, that the negotiation was already 
concluded. 

Mr. GREY. I beg leave to trouble the Committee only for a 
few moments. The right honourable gentleman talks of ſtopping 
the remittances upon the event of the Emperor concluding a ſeparate 
peace, But I ſhould wiſh to know whether this will be in his power. 
It is to be recollected, that the aſſiſtance now propoſed to be granted 
to the Emperor is not by ſubſidy, but by loan; and I would wiſh to 
know whether he will have the ſame power to ſtop the payments 
upon a loan after it is contracted for, as the remittances of a ſubſidy. 
| think, therefore, that the Committee ſhould wait till they were 
informed of the iffuc of negotiation which they know has been entered 
into, and which by this time may have been concluded. I have 
nothing, however, to urge upon this head in addition to the argu- 
ments uſed by my right honourable friend. The right honourable 
gentleman, however, in the courſe of his ſpcech, referred to the Re- 
port of the Secret Committee ; and upon this point I muſt fay a 
few words. Does the right honourable gentleman mean to contend 
from the Report, that the remittances to the Emperor did not con- 
tribute materially to affect the ſtate of caſh in the Bank, and to pro- 
duce thoſe calamities which have fince happened? I think I will 
take upon myſelf to argue, that that is not borne out in any ſuch in- 
ference by the Report of that Committee. He contended, that the 
remittances to the Emperor were not the immediate cauſe of the 
ſtoppage of the Bank; but granting that the immediate cauſe of 
that calamity, in point of time, was the alarm of invaſion excited in 
the country, he will not prove to the ſatisfaction of any candid and 
eonſiderate man that this was the only, or even the principal cauſe. 
If we go back to the remote cauſes of that unfortunate event, we 
ſhall find that the Committee has aſcribed it to the drain of caſh, 
occaſioned by the amount of foreign expenditure, and materially and 
principally by the remittances ſent to the Emperor. It appeared to 
the Committee, that from the time that the firſt remittance was ſent 
to the Emperor, there was a ſenſible diminution of caſa in the Bank, 
and that theſe remittances, frequently repeated, reduced the Bank to 
ſuch a ſituation that the comparatively ſmaller drain which aftewards 
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took place, produced that calamity which we all deplore, and which 
it ought to be the object of our exertions, as ſoon as poſlible, to re- 
medy. I contend, thereſore, that it was the remittances to the Em. 
peror which was the material and operative cauſe of the ſtoppaye of 
the Bank; and that if theſe be continued, it never will rcſuine its 
payments. If the right honourable gentleman doubts my opinion, 
J appeal to the frequent remonſtrances which were made to him by 
the Directors of the Bank againſt the ruinous ſyſtem which they 
ſaw he was purſuing. New, Sir, to apply theſe obſervations to the 
preſent queſtion: The right honourable gentleman talks of the great 
advantage of Continental diverfions. For my part I think we have 
had enough of theſe diverſions already; but allowing them their 
value, I would aſk, whether it is of morc importance for this coun- 
try at the preſent moment to create a diverſion upon a Continent, 
or to reſtore the credit of the Bank? And if the latter object is of 
higher importance, I will appeal to any Bank DircQor, or to any 
mercantile man in the Houſe, whether ſuch an event will not be 
greatly retarded by remittances being ſent to the Emperor to tlic 
amount now propofed f I do not wiſh to enter at all into the que[- 
tion of the general policy of creating Continental diverſions ; per— 
haps I do not value them fo highly as ſome others; but in the pre- 
ſent ſituation of the country, to ſend pecuniary ſuccours to our ally, 
will only be making his ruin more certain, and the terms of peace 
to this country more ignominious. Though J am prepared, there- 
fore, to give the meaſure my decided negative, I ſha!l vote for ths 
delay which has been propoſed by my right honourable friend. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that the honourable gentleman, in 
ſupporting the motion, had taken a very different line of argument 
from that on which it had been propoſcd. He had ſtated what 
opinion he entertained for the value of a Continental diverſion, and 
therefore it was clear that, in contending for delay, they acted upon 
the principle of wholly rejecting the meaſure. The honourable gen- 
tleman aſſumed that the queſtion involved an alternative that either 
the Bank was undone, or the idea of a loan to the Emperor was to 
be abandoned. This, however, was the very point upon which 
they were at variance. The queſtion, however, was, what line of 
conduct would tend permanently to eſtabliſh the Bank in its former 
ſituation, what would tend ultimately to prove moſt beneficial to our 
foreign commerce, to our domeſtic induſtry, to the increaſe of out 
manufaQures, to the general credit of the country, to the various 
cauſes operating upon circulation, and conneRed with our reſources? 
The queſtion was, whether the ſum of two millions to the Emperor 
, would moſt tend to promote or retard the period for which they all 
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eagerly wiſhed, when the Bank would be able to reſume its opera- 
tions? whether we were to leave Europe to its fate? whether we 
were to reſign into the hands of the enemy the ports into which our 
manufactures flowed ; whether this meaſure would not leave the 
markets for our produce and manufactures in that ſituation in which 
the permanence of our reſources and the general diſtribution of our 
wealth would be affected by its adoption? It was not, therefore, 
the ſacrifiec of the Bank which this meaſure involved, but it was 
the means of giving it permanent eſtabliſhment and ſecure operation. 
In conſulting the general advantage of Europe, we belt conſulted 
the ſolid advantage of the Bank of England, and the real intereſts 
of the country. With regard to the particular ſums, he had only 
to ſay, that though the whole of the paſt advances, and thoſe which 
were to be made, were to the amount of three millions and a half; 
for which the loan was to be made, yet in the bill power was to be 
reſerved to authorize His Majeſty, if neceſſary, to put a ſtop to the 
continuation of advances, and to put what farther payments were to 
be made to the public account. | 
Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid, that the right honourable gen- 
tleman accuſed his honourable friend of aſſuming, that the preſent 
meaſure involved the ſacrifice of the Bank, while he himſelf equally 
aſſumed that the loan to the Emperor would produce all the good 
eflects which he had ſtated. The Emperor was praiſed for his mag- 
nanimity and fidelity to his engagements, and he had no doubt with 
juitice ; but it did not appear that the operation of theſe qualities 
had proved fo advantageous to the country: he thought that it was 
not unlikely that any diſagreement which might enſue between the 
Emperor and this country, in the event of a ſeparate peace, would 
be made the pretext of refuſing payment of thoſe ſums we had 
guaranteed. 5 | | 
dir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, that he could not agree 
with thoſe who anticipated a great deal of miſchief to the country 
from a loan to the Emperor. The balance of exchange was in our 
favour, and had been fo for a conſiderable time. Two millions 
was a ſum too trifling to injure this country, and gradually remitted 
as It was to be, could be attended with none of thoſe ſerious conſe- 
quences. Much was ſaid of the effect of former remittances, but 
none had been remitted in ſpecie ; but what he conſidered of the 
higheſt importance, it now was a queſtion of honour, whether we 
were to aſſiſt the Emperor. Doubtleſs he had acted upon the ex- 
pectation that farther ſupplies were to be furniſhed ; would it be 
honourable to ſtop now ? He thought the ſum ought to be voted im- 
mediatcly, and if poſſible with unanimity. There cquld be no-rith 
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in remitting the money, that it would not be applied as it was in. 
tended, as the bill was to be ſo framed as to guard againſt this 
danger. 

But even though a regard to our intereſt might ſomewhat repreſs 
our forwardneſs to make ſuch remittances, in point of honour we 
could not withhold them. There was no one colourable reaſon for 
entertaining the leaſt ſuſpicion of the Emperor's fidelity; nay, to 
hint ſuch a ſuſpicion, would on the part of this country be neither 
honourable nor manly. He muſt again repeat it, that after the 
many ſevere trials we had witneſſed of the Emperor's magnanimous 
perſeverance and faithful attachment to the common cauſe, it were 
ungenerous to harbour any ſuſpicion derogatory to his honour, nor 
could any be entertained but by thoſe who were ready to ſuſpect every 
thing and every perſon. On every conſideration he thought the pre- 
ſent reſolution ſhould be paſſed as ſpeedily and as cordially as poſſi- 
ble ; it would prove of infinite advantage to England ; nor could 
he acquieſce in opinion with thoſe who imagined that a ſeparate peace 
with the Emperor would accelerate a general pacification throughout 
Europe. Of the manner in which the war had hitherto been con- 
ducted, he could not approve ; and the conduct of it was a ſubjec 
which he truſted would ere long be ſubmitted to a ſerious inquiry. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, the ſum to be advanced to the Emperor 
was called a trifling ſum. We had been ſo much accuſtomed to 
the profuſion of the preſent Adminiſtration, that, compared with 
what they had ſquandered, this, perhaps, was conſidered as a ſmall 
ſum. The worthy Baronet, who was fo much accuſtomed to large 
ſums of money, might think this a trifling ſum, but to him it ap- 
peared in a very different light. With regard to the effect which 
this loan would produce upon the Bank of England, the worthy 
Baronet had never ſhewn much tenderneſs for their intereſt, and he 
would rather take the authority of the Bank themſelves upon this 
point than that of the worthy Baronet. In February laſt, as ap- 
peared from their own reſolutions, they were of opinion, that far- 
ther remittances would prove fatal to the Bank. So late as the 
Toth of February they were of opinion, that an Iriſh loan, to a 
ſmaller amount than that now propoſed, would prove highly inju- 
rious, and the Bank would be compelled to ſhut its door. Taking 
the queſtion on the grounds argued by his honourable friend, the 
Committee would judge whether the certain diſadvantages which 
the meaſure would produce, were to be compared with the ſpecula- 
tive advantages which had been deſcribed. Beſides the loan to Irc- 
land, and to the Emperor, there would be payment for neutral car- 
goes to the amount of four millions. Would not theſe drains create 
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obſtacles to the Bank beginning their payments in caſh? for anſwer 
to this, he appealed to any Bank Director preſent. It was ſaid, 
we were bound in honour, but were we engaged to the end of time 
to ſupply the Emperor with money, while he had not performed the Wh 
obligations he had incurred? Had he repaid what he had borrowed, 
or made the inſtalments for which he was bound? While our ad- 3-404 
yances to him had almoſt ruined the country, were we ſtill to go on? 
I. was ſaid, that no payments had taken place in ſpecic. This ob- b 
ſervation, however, was perfectly frivolous, as it was of no impor- 
tance whether the remittance was made in bullion or in goods. 
Here Mr. Sheridan read the evidence of Mr. Winthorpe, who gave 
it as his opinion, that it was impoſſible that the Emperor could en- 
joy the benefit of the loan without this country feeling in the ſame 749 


proportion the diſadvantage from it. To the ſame effect was the evi- | 
dence of Mr. Hoare, which he read. It was aſſumed by the worthy v4 
Baronet that the Emperor could not go on without our aſſiſtance. 111 


He believed, indeed, that the Emperor, as well as other German 
Princes, would be glad of the money; but if the Emperor had only 
execeded his annual revenue by the ſum of two millions ; if, as ap- 
peared from the intelligence brought by the mail, that the Einperor 
was to indemnify, out of his private property, the inhabitants of it 
the ſuburbs of Vienna for any damage they might ſuitain from the T2 
ſiege, he could not be ſo deſtitute of funds as was repreſented. But | 
be his fituation what it might, he was againſt the meaſure, even 4 
though the negotiation were to be protracted. Tt the Emperor re- 
caived intelligence of this vote, he might afterwards, without breach 
of faith, be compelled to make peace ten days after he received it, 
by the preſſure he had to encounter. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE begged to interpoſe his proteſt againſt 
the doArine of the remittances to the Emperor having produced the 
neceſſity of the minute of Council reſpecting the payments of the 
Bank. He, who had coolly and cautiouſly weighed and examined 
al the facts and circumſtances relative to the ſituation of the Bank, 
could ſafely aver, that it was his firm belief that theſe remittances 
were of extremely ſmall effect in producing that fituation of the 
Bank ; and unleſs his colleagues on the Committee had been very 
lately induced to alter opinions, he was furs they would acquieſce 
in his ſentiments on this ſubject. The honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Sheridan) repoſed more confidence in the opinions of the Bank Di- 
rectors, than in that of any others; doubtleſs becauſe it ſomewhat 
coineided with his own, and ſeemed unfriendly to the character of 
. bis right honourable friend (Mr. Pitt). He likewiſe was ready to 
5 all on them for their opinion on the preſent occaſion ; and ſure he 3 
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was, that if the loan was not propoſed in a naked, inſulated manner, 
but inverted and accompanied by all the advantages that might rea. 
ſonably be expected to accrue from it, they would not heſitate a mo- 
ment in deciding on its propriety. This, he was confident, Would 
be their opinion, unleſs they were blind to their own intereſt, and to 
the intereſt of the country. It was not a fair way of putting the 
queſtion, by aſking whether a remittance abyoad would be injurious 
to the affairs of the Bank? The queſtion was, whether, if the Em. 
peror made a ſeparate peace, and the whole force of the enemy 
ſhould then be directed againſt this country, the Bank might not 
then be moſt of all affected, and the credit of the country thrown 
into the worſt ſtate? Thoſe gentlemen who ſpoke againſt ſending a 
remittance to the Emperor, went upon a very narrow principle, and 
miſcalculated the true intereſts of the Bank of England. 

Mr. GREY left it to the Houſe to decide which ſtatement was 
moſt deſerving of credit—that of his honourable friend (Mr. She- 
ridan) who gave the opinion of the Bank Directors, that the ſtop- 
page of payment was owing to the ſending large quantities of ſpecie 
to Germany; or that of the laſt ſpeaker who aſſerted the contrary. He 
contended, which he promiſed to prove, that the accident which had 


befallen the Bank, was principally and materially owing to the drain 


and run on it for forgign remittances. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE, in explanation, ſaid that he was as 
willing as the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, or any Mem- 
ber of the Houſe, to enter hereafter on that diſcuſſion, confident that 
the reſult would countenance and confirm the opinion he had al- 
ready advanced. He ſaid, that the opinion of the moſt experienced 
merchants, whom he had conſulted, differed from that of the Bank 
Directors. = 
Sir JAMES PULTENEY inſiſted very ſtrongly on the neceſ- 
ſity and utility of Continental diverfions. The co- operation of the 
Emperor he conceived to be the ſureſt means of obtaining a ſafe and 
honourable peace: for ſuch · a peace could never be extorted from 
the enemy but by every endeavour to aggravate their diſtreſſes. If 
the enemy ceaſe to have an army of two hundred thouſand men to 
ſupport on the Rhine, might they not ſoon convert the money thus 
expended to the conſtruction of a fleet, and draw all their men to 
their ſca-ports, and thus threaten us with ſerious alarms of invaſion! 
General TARLETON took a ſurvey of the relative fituation of 
the two contending armies in Italy: he alſo adverted to the nature 
of the armiſtice lately agreed upon between the Archduke Charles 
and General Buonaparte : and from both it was eaſy and evident i 
| conclude, that after the repeated and uninterrupted ſucceſſes of de 


Mav 1.] DEBATES, 409 


victorious French General, it was impoſſible he could liſten for a 
moment to the propoſal of an armiſtice, unleſs he had been confi- 
dently perſuaded that the Emperor was ſeriouſly inclined to peace, 
and ready to enter on a ſeparate negotiation, for the immediate attain- 
ment of that object. Indeed, it was his opinion, that a ſeparate 
peace muſt have been conciuded on the 16th or 17th ult ; and we 
were now, on the fſt of May, difcufling the propriety of making 
farther remittances to an ally, why could not be expected to ſtand 
any longer in that relation towards us. 

Mr. FOX replied to that part of Sir William Pulteney's ſpeech 
which ſtated, that the honour of this country was pledged to advance 
this loan to the Emperor. He faid, that, however little diſpoſed he 
was to ſuſpect the good wiſhes of the Emperor to fulfil his engage- 
ments with honour to this country, yet he could not but ſuſpect 
that, in the preſent circumſtances of his affairs, he was inclined 
to make peace ſeparately with France ; the Proclamation to his own 
ſubjects had virtually declared it, and were he now to refuſe to ac- 
cede to ſuch a meaſure, they might juſtly charge him with inſincerity. 
He ſaw nothing in his Proclamation, or in that of the Governor of 
Lower Auſtria, which held out any aſſurance that he was inclined 
to include Great Britain in his overtures to the common enemy. 
How then, he would alk, could the honour of this country be for- 
feited, in withholding farther pecuniary ſupplies from him at the 
moment when he was detaching his intereſts from thoſe of this 
country? Becauſe, under a different poſture of affairs, this country 
advanced a loan to the Emperor in 1795, was it bound, under dif- 
ferent circumſtances, to make a farther loan to him in 1797? It 
was ſtrange, indced, that at a time when the emperor, by the fluc- 
tuating events of war, was obliged to violate his engagements with 
this country, that it ſhould be charged with a breach of honour ; 
and when it was under no direct engagement, to make farther ad- 
vances to the Emperor. | 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY inſiſted that the Emperor had 
ated honourably with reſpect to his engagements with this country, 
particularly in his payment of the dividends due on the Imperial 
loan. Sir William denied that the Emperor had ſaid any thing in 
his Proclamation about making a ſeparate peace, and without any 
regard to the intereſts of this country. It was poſſible, indeed, 
that he might be driven to ſuch an extremity ; but if he ſhould, the 
blame, in his opinion, muſt be on the right honourable gentleman 
Oppoſite to him (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) for having ſo long 
delayed, and having brought forward with ſo much heſitation, the 


Propotition contained in the meſſage which he bad now brought 
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down to that Houſe. With regard to the argument drawn from 
Buonaparte's ſucceſs, in favour of the Emperor's being compelled 
to make a ſeparate peace, Sir William ſaid, it appeared to him that 
the conduct of the General, in having ſo rapidiy agreed to an armj. 
ſtice, indicated that he did not feel fo ſanguine in his expectations 
of final conqueſt as had been ſuppoſed. 

Mr. CURWEN ſaid, that this country was not in a ſtuaron ty 
afford ſuch a loan to the Emperor; it was, in his opinion, of 4 
dangerous tendency, and calculated to deſtroy the credit of the cyun- 
try. The opinion of the Directors of the Bank, on the tendeney 
of theſe foreign remittances, had been verified, and even were they 
to procure the farther co-operation of the Iroperor, this might be 
purchaſed too dearly, whilſt it riſxed the ruin of the country, 

Mr. WIILLIAM BIRD argued, that, but for theſe foreign 
remittances, the Bank would not have been brought into its late eri- 
tical ſituation. He ſtated that in conſequence of the loan, and the 
drain of money from this country in 1795, the Bank had been de- 
prived of one half of its caſh, and from the farther advances in the 
year following, it had loſt one fourth part more. 

The queſtion being loudly called for, there appeared: Againſt 
Mr. Fox's motion, 193; For it, 58. Majority 135. 


Tueſday, 2d May. 


The report of the Committee on Ways and Means was brought 
up, and the reſolutions were agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH aſked, how the terms in the preſent 
Britiſh loan were worſe for the public in conſideration of the loan 
to the Emperor, whereas when the laſt Imperial loan was con- 
tracted for, the terms of the loan for this country were better on 
that account? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that on the laſt loan for the Em- 
peror there was a very conſiderable bonus, whereas the preſent is 
borrowed on nearly the ſame terms with that for this country. 


Wedneſday, 3d May. 


The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the County-rate 
bill being moved, 

The Marquis of TITCHFIELD roſe to oppoſe the bill. He 
faid he had no objection to the burdens of the county being levied in 
a fair proportion, but he thought the Houſe ought to pay ſome at- 
tention to thoſe perſons who had been induced to lay out large ſums 
of money un improvements, in conſequence of poſitive acts, and te- 
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peated declarations of Parliament, that certain places ſnould be ex- 
empted from the fame rates with others. It was upon theſe aſſur- 
ances that thote purchaſes had been originally made. He would 
therefore move, hat the bill be read a ſecond time on that day 
three months. 

Mr. WILLIAM DUNDAS oppoſed the bill in eto, as going 
to repual a general act of Parliament. 

Mr. SHERIDAN denied that there had been ſuch pledges of 
Parliament as the noble Marquis ſtated. If any pledges had been 
made, they were, that all county rates ſhould be fairly proportioned, 
and a due regard be paid to the intereſts of different pariſhes. At 
preſeit the little pariſh of St. Paul, Covent Garden, paid 5131. in 
cuncy rates, while the rich pariſh of Mary-le-bone paid only 541. 
13s, 9d. Theſe, certainly, were times when men of great rank 
and property, inſtead of attending to their perſonal emolument, 
ovght rather to ſet examples of impartial juſtice to the country. 
tle hoped, therefore, that the noble Marquis would not perſiſt in op- 
pling che bill. 

Mr. COURTENAY made an ironical defence of the bill, and 
deelaced, he thought the petition of Mary-le-bone well founded. 
ce had hoard it faid, that Ning William had given that diſtrict to 
in old active Whig in the Revolution; and therefore to attempt an 
vation there, was obliquely to attack the principles of the Con- 
\ution. Beſides, if the noble poſſeſſor had fold-any part, he had 
an increaſed price for it on account of the lowneſs of the rates; 
therefore if they were altered, he was convinced bills in equity 
might be filed to make him refund a proportion. He underſtood 
a the lawyers ſupported the bill, doubtleſs becauſe they knew they 
were procuring lawſuits for themſelves. He was alſo glad to ſee ſo 
numerous an attendance on this important buſineſs, much more 
umerous than uſually attended upon the trifling buſineſs of voting 
away two or three millions of money, and did not doubt but they, 
in ſupport of the amendment, would divide in as great a majority as 
there had been for ſending money to the Emperor, and oppoſing 
Buonaparte by Britiſh loans. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG defended the bill, and argued, that 
the very circumſtance which enabled the pariſh of Mary-le-bone to 
Pay a fair ſhare of the rates, namely, its population, had diminiſhed 
the burdens now paid by other pariſhes. 

Mr. MAINWARING urged the hardſhips which fell on other 
pariſhes, in conſequence of the preſent unfair exemption for Mary- 
le-bone. In St. James's pariſh, eleven hundred perſons had been 
ſummoned to pay ratcs,. who pleaded their inability, through 
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poverty; and, in St. Clement's, the number was proportionate, 
All the objections of the noble Marquis might be urged in the 
Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER confirmed Mr. Mainwaring's opinion, as to the 
ſuitableneſs of urging the objections in a Committee; and 

Mr. CURWEN recommended it to the noble Marquis to with- 
draw his amendment. 

The Marquis of TITCHFIELD withdrew his amendment, 
but reſerved to himſelf a right of farther oppotition. The bill was 
then read a ſecond time, and reterred to a private Committee. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT acquainted the Houſe, "That he had a 
meſſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty; 
and he preſented the ſame to the Houſe ; and it was read by Mr, 
Speaker; and is as followeth, viz. 


GEORGE R. 

HIS Majefiy, having agreed to a marriage propoſed between the 
Princeſs Royal and Hereditary Prince of Wirtembergh, has thiught fit 
ts communicate the ſame ts this Hauſe. His Majeſty is fully perſuaed 
that this alliance with a Preteſtant Prince, ſs conſiderable in rank and 

ation, and who is cannecled with His Majeſty's royal fantiy, oy their 
common deſcent from the Princefs Sophia of Hanger, cannet but be ac- 
ceptable to all his faithful fubjefs ; and the many prodfs which he has 
received of the aſfectianate attachment if this Hyul» ty his perſin and 
family, leave him no rim to doubt of the concurrence and alſiſtance f 
this H uſe, in enabling him to give ſuc o {:7tion to his eldc/t daughter 
&s may be ſuitalle ts the hanour and d:;;uiy of the Crown. 

G. R. 


Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved the following address: 
« That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to return 
« His Majeſty the thanks of this Houfe fur his moſt gracious com- 
«© munication of the intended marriage between the Princeſs Royal 
© and the Hereditary Princc of Wirtembergi— to expreſs the fatis- 
« faction of this Houſe at this alliance with a Proteſtant Prince ſo 
* confiderable'in rank and {tation ; and to aſſure His Majeſty, that 
the Houſe will immediately proceed to the confideration of His 
«© Majeſty's gracious meſſage, in ſuch a manner as ſhall demonſtrate 
« the zeal, duty, and affectionate attachment of this Houſe to His 
« Majeſty, a juſt ſenſe of the eminent virtues and merit of het 
% Royal Higinneſs, and a due regard to the honour and dignity of 
&« the Royal Family.“ ; 

Mr. FOX inquired, whether, after the information which was 
naw pretty general amongſt the Public, and which was probably 
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known to Miniſters yeſterday, of the ſigning of preliminaries be- 
tween the Emperor and France, they meant to perſiſt in ſupplying 
the Emperor with a loan: if they did, he would aſk the Houſe, 
whether, after their recent diſappointment in truſting to Miniſters, 
in giving confidence to repreſentations, which were proved to be 
wholly falſe, and to expectations which were perfectly deluſive, they 
were ready to ſupport ſuch a meaſure * If rumour ſaid true, at the 
very time that the Houſe was conhdering the report upon that ſub- 
| ject, Government was in poſſeſſion of that intelligence, which was 
now £-neral ; and though the Houſe was not acquainted with it until 
ſubſequent to that vote, yet he truited that they would now pauſe in 
the ſubſequent ſtages. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT declared, that no ſuch intelligence had 
been received by Government previous to the bringing up uf the re- 
port alluded to by the right honourable genileman. All that Go- 
vernment knew at preſent relative to a peace between the Emperor 
and France, was only from the authority of French newſpapers, in 
which the particulars of ſuch an event were not detailed ; and from 
theſe papers, together with the manner in which the accounts were 
given, it did not appear that there was ſufficient to induce the Houſe 
Acc upon the diſeuſſion at that time. Upon this ſubject, there- 

ore, he ſhould ſay no more, until he had information that could be 
relied on. 

Mr. FOX aſked, if Miniſters were not in poſſeſſion of the in- 
telligence contained in the French newſpapers at the time when the 
report of the Committce had been brought up ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT anſwered, that he had not ſeen or 
keard of any of thoſe papers till after he had left the Houſe 
yeſterday. 

Mr. SHERIDAN aſked, whether the Houſe was not to under- 
ſtand, that no money was to be ſent to the Emperor until more au- 
thentic intelligence was received? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he did not mean then to put off the 
ſubſequent ſtages of the loan bill ; he would, however, poſtpone the 
order which ſtood for that day till the next, becauſe it was neceſſary 
firſt to vote the Iriſh loan, in the reſolution on which ſome altera- 
tion was to be made. | | 
Mr. JEKYLL faid he was not ſatisfied with the evaſive manner 
in which the Miniſter anſwered the queſtion of his honourable 
friend, He wanted to know, whether any ſums had been ſent to 
the Emperor ſinee the diſcuſſion which took place on Monday laſt ? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer giving no anſwer to this queſ- 
non] Mr. Jekyll ſaid, he would, before he left the Houſe, move 
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for the production of the account of any ſums that might have 
been ſent. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he ſhould have no objection even 
to ſecond the motion of the learned gentleman. 

Mr. JEKYLL then ſaid, he would avail himſelf of ſuch ſupport, 
and move, „ That there be laid before the Houſe an account ot 
the amount of all the outſtanding advances made to the Eimperor 
above the amount of 1,600,000.” 

The SPEAKER. Who ſcconds this motion? 

Mr. JEKYLL. The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſeconds it. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT TI replied, that he did not ſecond it, but 
at the ſame time he would not oppoſe it, although the learned gen- 
tleman had worded it differently from the ſtatement he firſt made. 
The motion, being ſeconded, was agreed to. 

The Houfe, in a Committee of Supply, agreed to an amended 
reſolution, for voting 1,500,000l. for the ſervice of Ireland, 
by way of annuity. The report was ordercd to be received to- 
NYOTTOW., : 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR brought up the Report of the Com- 
miticc appointed to inquire into the expediency of a General In- 
eloſure Bill. In recommending the bill, the Report ie, © that 
a bill - puſs,” Ke. | 

*Ar. Chancellor PITT objected to theſe words; and 

Ihe SPEAKER faid, they were unparliamentary and irre— 
lar; the words ought to have been, “that a bill be brought 
in,” &c. 

the SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that a General Incioſure 
Bill could not be adopted without great injury, and deſtroying the 
rights of a great number of individuals. 

Sic JOHN SINCLAIR was aſtoniſhed that any gentleman 
could object to a meaſure which muſt tend ſo much to promote the 
general proſperity of the country. 

On the ſuggeſtion of the SPEAKER, the Report of the Com- 
mittee, which ſeemed likely to produce ſome difference ot opinion 
beforc leave could be given to bring in a bill on it, was ordered 
to be referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe on Friday next. 


Friday, 5th May. 


Lord Viſcount STOPFORD reported to the Houſe, That their 
addreſs of Wedneſday laſt (to return His Majeſty the thanks of this 
Houſc for his moſt gracious communication of the intended mar- 
Tiage between the Princeſs Royal and the Hereditary Prince of Wir- 
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tembergh—to expreſs the ſatisfaction of this Houſe at this alliance 
with a Proteſtant Prince fo conſiderable in rank and ſtation ; and 
to aſſure His Majeſty, that the Houſe will immediately procced to 
the conſideration of His Majeſty's gracious metlage, in ſuch a man- 
ner as {hall demonſtrate the zeal, duty, and afteQionate attachment 
of this Houſe to His Majeſty, a juſt ſenſe of the eminent virtues and 
merit of Her Royal Highneſs, and a due regard to the honour and 
dignity of the royal family) had been preſented to His Majeſty ; 
and that His Majeſty was pleaſed to return this moſt gracious 
anſwer : 


Gentlemen, 

I give you my thanks for this dutiful and aſffectionale addreſs, 
which I receive with the greateſt ſatigfactian, as a freſh prof of the 
perfinal regard yeu have ever ſhewn to me and my family. 

The Houſe in a Committee on the Loan bill, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid a few words, which we could n=. 
hear, | 

Mr. TIERNEY deſired the Miniſter to explain. 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT ſaid, that he had alrcady ſtated os dif- 
tinctly as he could ſtate, that it was his intention to propoic in the 
bill now before the Committee, that proviiion be made for the :-pay- 
merit of the advances that have been already made to the Emperor, 
But that it was not his intention at preſent to make any proviſion 
for farther advances to be made to the Emperor, according to the 
ground which he had for forming his opinion at this moment. 

The bill then paſſed the Committee, and the reſult was ordered 
to be reecived to-morrow. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T then moved that the Houſe do now re- 


_ ſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider farther 
the of a ſupply to be granted to His Majeſty. Agreed. 

He then moved that His Majeſty's gracious meſſage be referred 
oM- to the ſaid Committee, Ordered. 
nion He then moved, that the ſum of 80, oool. be granted to His 
ered Majeſty, to enable His Majeſty to give a portion on the marriage of 


the Princeſs Royal. 


Mr. CURWEN faid, he would not oppoſe the reſolution which 
was now propoſed ; but he could not help ſaying, that conſidering 
the burdens which have been lately impoſed upon the people, and 


thgir the great neceſſity there was to take care that they ſnould be made to 

this bear as little more as was poſſible; confidering many things which 

0 he need not enumerate, he would have been happy if, inſtead of 
u- 


ming to the country, the King had provided for this marriage 
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himſelf. At ſuch a moment as this, when the ſums impoſed upon 
the people were ſo great, there was nothing that could be done to 
ſpare the prople that ought not to be done. He was as willing as 
any other man to expreſs all neceſſary affection for the Throne, ang 
for the different branches of the royal family ; but he really 
thought, that it His Majeſty had come forward to advance the 
money out of his own pocket, it would have had a better effect. 
Mr. HOBHOUSE remarked, that the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer, at the opening of the laſt budget, had eſtimated the neu- 
tral e-rgoes captured at no more than 800,000). ; whereas the ac- 
count, as ſtated in the third Report of the Committee of Secrecy, 


ſtood thus : 


733 freights and expences = - 455,014 © 
449 cargoes - — — 1,391,174 0 


Total 1,876,788 o 
Paid by the Treaſury for neutral cargoes 321,930 119 


Remainder 1,5 54,857 8 3 


This aecount, he ſaid, was made up to the 20th of March, 
1797, by which it appeared that 1,554,8571. 8s. 3d. was now 
due from the Treaſury for neutral cargoes captured, according to the 
report of the Regiſtrar and merchants, to whom the claims of neu- 
tral cargoes had been referred. But it was to be obſerved, that, in 
a great number of the cargoes as well as freights, the proprietors, 
diffatisfied with the Report, had appealed to the Lords of Appeal. 
Should they prove their demands, the ſum above mentioned would, 
according to the Committee of Secrecy, be greatly increaſed. Be- 
ſides, the Committee ſhould not forget, that no report had as yet 
been made upon forty freights and expences, and above three hun- 
dred cargoes. Would not, therefore, the value of the captured 
neutral cargoes, to be paid for by this country, occaſion a great de- 
ficiency in the ways and means of the year? The Bank Directors 
had ſaid that they were credibly informed, that many of the claim- 
ants would inſiſt upon their returns in ſpecie or in bullion. This 
would be a great drain out of the kingdom, and, during the prevail- 
ing ſcarcity of ſpecie, was a very ſerious evil. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT explained. He ſaid nothing in the 
budget about neutral cargoes. The honourable gentleman miſtook 
the matter, and confounded the thing which he had alluded to vit 
the Dutch captures to that amount ; they were the property of His 
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Majeſty by virtue of his prerogative, but which His Majeſty had 
ordered to be applied in aid of the public ſervice, With reſpect to 
the claimants of n-utral cargoes intilting on payment in ſpecie or 
bullion, he knew not of any riglit they had to inſiſt on ſuch pay- 
ment any mere thin others, nor of any power they had to enforce 
ſuch demands; they mit be fatisfied by bills, like other creditors, 
while the regulation laſted. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that if he was under a miſtake, the 
error w far from being confined to himſelf. Indeed, the newſ- 
papers of the day, which, perhaps, faid Mr. Hobhouſe ſmiling, will 
not ve thought the boſt zuth.Dritv by the right honourable gentle- 
man, had expreſsly [tated e Chancellor of the Exchequer to have 
aſſerted, that the value of the neutral cargoes and freights would not 
amount to more than © 50,0001. a 

Mr. Cuancetlor PIT I' replied, that the newſpapers, he be- 
lieved, would not be confidered as the moſt fail ul reporters of the 
ſpeeches in Parliament. | 


Saturday, 6th May. 
No debate, 


Minday, 8th May. 
Mr. TLERNEY ſaid, that a very large and reſpectable body of 


men, compoſed of ſthipwrights, artiticers, caulkers, ſailmakers, &c. 
had taken no ſmall degree of alarm at a particular clauſe in the ſhip- 
prize bill, which deeply ſtruek at themſelves, their families, and 
cven at the commercial inccrefts of the country at large. The order 
lad been fixed for the third reading of the bill before theſe perſons 
diſcovered that they were ſo very materially affected, and that 
tormed a ſtrong excuſe for their having neglected to oppoſe it in the 
ulual way, The clauſe wasn highly objeQionable, as it went to re- 
pell the Act of Navigation, by giving the Faſt-India Company 
power to build ſhips in anv 191 v4 India. He had, therefore, on 
theſe grounds, ſeveral petitiops to prctent to the Houſe, ſigned by 
tiree thouſand of the pe; ſons he had deſcribed. The firſt was 
from the working ſhipwrights in the merchant's yards on the river 
Thames, to the amount f nine hundred ad fifty. 

Mr. RYDER declared it was his intention to poſtpone the bill 
tl to-morrow, for the expreſs purpoſe of taking out of it all that 
Cauſe which formed the ground of coroplaint on the part of the 
Petitioners, The bill had, however, been regularly tollowed up 
rough every diſtinct ſtage of it. | 
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Mr. TTERNEY congratulated the Houſe on the ſymptoms 9if. 
covered by Government to concede this meaſure to the juſt claims of 
a large and reſpectable body of men. A bill was, in his opinion, 
neceſſary to be brought in to aſcertain the doubts exiſting with re. 
ſpect to the operation of the Act of Navigation in this point 
of view. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS aſſerted, that there was nothing far. 
ther from truth than the ſtatements of the honourable gentleman, 
He contended, that it was the honourable gentleman, not the bill 
now before the Houſe, who wiſhed to repeal the Navigation Act. 
That act applied to Aſia, as well as to America. Had the honour- 
able gentleman never heard of the Britannia and the Sir Edward 
Hughes ſhips, both of which were built in the Eaſt Indies, and 
which were now in the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company, 
Nothing was more clcar that ſhips, according to the Navigation Act, 
might be built in India as well as in Canada ; how far it might be 
a meaſure of policy to comply with the petitions of the people in the 
dock-yards was another queſtion, though he was by no means ot 
opinion that the allegations contained in them were true, even in 
view of their perſonal intereſt, far leſs of national advantage, 

Mr. FOX declined going into any diſcuſſion upon the Navigs- 
tion Act, but he contended that the queſtion of the Company's 
Tight to build ſhips in India could not be fo clear as had been 1e- 
preſented by the honourable gentleman, elſe it would not have been 
deemed neceſſary to introduce a clauſe into a bill for the purpoſe of 
aſeertaining it. | 

After repeated explanations from Mr. 'TIERNEY and Ni.. 
DUNDAS, the former gave notice, th:t on a future day he ſhould 
bring the ſubjc regularly before the Houſe. 

The ſeveral petitions were brought up, read, and ordered to lie 
upon the table till the third reading of the bill. 

The Houſe in a Commirtce of Supply, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe. He ſaid, that in conſequence of 
the lat: tranſactions which had made it neceſſary to raiſe the wages 
of the men of His Majeſty's fleet, and in purſuance of the eſtimate 
furniſhed for that purpoſe, he felt it incumbent on him to propoſe to 
the Committe to grant a ſum adequate to enable His Majeſty t 
provide for the various exigencies likely to be incurred as ſpecified 
in thoſe eſtimates. He was ready to acknowledge, that he felt pe. 
culiar embarraſſment, and laboured under great diſadvantage 
ſtating the ſupply, becauſe it was always underſtood, that wet 
any increaſe was propoſed, certain grounds ſhould be given to pe- 
cced on, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the propriety of that increal 
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This argument applied very ftrongly to the meaſure which he was 
about to ſubmit to the judgement of gentlemen, as the increaſe in- 
tended was of a very conliderable nature, and ſuch as was unavoi- 
dable during the continuance of the war. It might, therefore, be 
expected, that the different rates of wages, various data, circum- 
ſtances, and other matters, would be brought forward to ſhew the 
proportionate progreſſion neceſſary to be obſerved. Vet he ſhould 
fv, that with every view of public utility, with every conſideration 
relative to prudence and policy, and with every poſlible attention 
to the delicacy of the caſe, he did not feel himſelf at liberty to pro- 
ceed into a regular and formal detail of what, he had no doubt, had 
for ſome time paſt engaged the ſerious attention, and occupied the 
anxious reflections of the Houſe. He ſhould, therefore, on theſe 
grounds, rather rely on, and even claim the ſilent indulgence of the 
Houſe, than enter into any detail of the very important ſubje& which 
was then propoſed for their acquieſcence. At the ſame time that 
he confetled his inability to diſcuſs the buſineſs in the regular way, 
it was neceſſary for him to declare, that as to any opportunity of 
information which might be expected from Government on the 
ſubject, it could not be too ſtrongly impreſſed on the minds of gen- 
temen, that too much caution could not be uſed in an affair in 
which the ſlighteſt miſrepreſentation might produce the moſt diſ- 
agreeable conſequences. He had fulhcient ground to ſuppoſe, that 
nothing could fo effectually terminate the difficulties to which he 
might be underſtood to allude, as a knowledge of the vote of the 
Houſe on the object which then engaged their attention. He 


* 
* 
N 


would not be the chief ooject of their attention; And he ſhould, 
therefore, without any more preliminary obſervations, ſtate at once 


M.. therefore did not heſitate to ſay, that from the pait circumſtances, and 
zuuld the preſent general ſituation. of things, he felt it his duty to aſk and | 
ſolicit the filent judgement of the Houſe. In alluding to the eſti- : 
to 110 mates before the Committee, he truſted, that the particular amount | 
| 
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nee of the different ſums nccetfary to be voted. In the firſt inſtance, the 

wages amount of the various allowances of wages, inereaſing in a propor- | 
iimates tionate ratio of 58. 6d. 48. 6d. and 3s. 6d. per month, or, in other | 
poſe i words, | 
jeſty b The reſpective increaſe of monthly pay for able ſcamen, 

pecified ordinary ſeamen, and landſmen, with 2d. per. day to 

felt pe· the non commiſſioned officers of marines, and 24d. 

nage in to the privates, would produce a ſum total yearly of C. 351,000 


To which the yearly increaſe of 1-8th of the whole vie- 
tualling of the navy was to be added, making at the 
3H 2 
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rate of 19s. per month each man for thirteen months 
in the year, the ſum of — — 185,000 
And forming together the ſum total of L. 526,000 

It was his duty to ſtate the probable amount of the inc: aſed ex- 

pence in wages, and in victualling for one year, vet he ſhou not 
ſtate it actually for the reſt of the vezr at a rate higher than 198. 
per month, which was the old rate atlowed ir the navy, an. te 
Committee could not but be convinced of the nccutiity of a juſt and 
proportionate addition to be then made, tor, in forming the eſtim , 
It was found impoſſible to deviate from the old ſtandard or tate of 
calculation, which was 1 9s. per month allowance for victualli:, It 
ſhould alſo be obferved to gentlemen, that there were very different 
periods at which the payments of the wages of ſhips hecame due, 
and conſidering all theſe circumſtances together, and comparing their 
relation with each other, he ſhoulda merely fate the ſuppiy propoſed 
to be voted to provide for the increaſed wages and victualling of the 
ſeamen and marines of the fleet for nine wonths, and he ſhculd 
take it at an average ſum of 372,000l. He ſhould, therefore, 
move, 
“% That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a ſum not 
excceding the ſum of 37 2,0001. be granted to His Majeſty to- 
wards enabling him to meet and provide for the expences to be 
« incurred by an increaſe of pay to His Majefiv's feamen and ma- 
« rines, according to the addition directed by Order of Council of 
« the 3d of May, 1797, and by the propoſed ifſue of full allow- 
« ance of proviſions.” 

Mr. FOX. I certainly ſhall vote for the reſolution whict: is 
now before the Committee; but I cannot do it in the manner winch 
the right honourable gentleman propoſes, namely, to give it tlently. 
I cannot do ſo without betraying my conſtituents. He ſeems to de- 
precate diſeuſſion upon this ſubject at this moment, as being likely to 
increaſe our difficulties. It is not to diſcuſſion, but to ſilence, we 
owe that difficulty. This Houſe ſhould not have been the con- 
fidants of the Miniſter, and remained ſilent ſo long upon this ſubject. 
Had this Houſe interpoſed upon the commencement of this matter, 
inſtead of indulging the Miniſters with the ſeandalous delay of a fort- 
night, for which I hope that at a future period Miniſters will not 
only be conſidered as reſponſible, but will alſo be made ſeriouſly to 
anſwer, I verily believe we ſhould not have heard any thing of the 
misfortunes which have recently happened. The Miniſter has ſaid 

„ 


a 
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that much of what has recently happened was owing to miſrepreſen- 
tation and confcquent mifunderitanding, and that debating the ſub- 
jcQ is not the way to put off the evil ; that it cau only be r-moved 
by voting a remedy for it in filence. I ſay that filence has been 
affectedly preſerve in this Houſe in order, as I told the Minitter 
long 290, te give him an opportunity of doing away the effect of any 
marecpteſantation or conſequent miſunderſtanding that had taken 
place when we heard of this buſineſs firit, and to avoid any future 
mitund: 1it4ncting. It has not produced that effect; nor do I think 
it was well adapced to produce it; for I am convinced that ſecrecy 
is but c om, it ever, ſo good a mode of avoiding a miſunderſtand- 
ing as diicuſon. I will not now go into the detail of the conduct 
of the A-imiralty upon this mant delicate, critical and important bu- 
ſinels during the Eaſter receſs. Indeed I have not, nor has this 
Houſe, any authentic information upon it. From what I have heard, 
however, in common with the public, I have ſtrong doubts of the 
piopriety of that conduct. It ſeems to have been that of neither de- 
nying nor granting, but an endeavour to bargain with the ſeamen, 
and c offer hem leſs than was reaſonable they thould have, ſince it 
was leſs than is now propoſed to be voted in this Committee. The 
evil of this is, that you have increaſed, inſtead of diminiſhing, the 
fuſyicion of the ſeamen, and more eſpecially ſome perſonal diffidence 
which it appears they entertain. This Ttouſe might, on the Monday 
or the Wedneſdav following the notific itim of the diſcontents, have 
voted that which is now propoſed, and it is inexcuſable in Miniſters 
to have delayed it ſo long. But moſt extraordinary indeed it is that 
lent confidence in Miniſters ſhould be now demanded of this Houſe. 
| fay that, after ſeeing the criminal conduct of Adminiſtration upon 
various occaſions, but moſt ſtrikingly upon this, if this Houſe now 
continues its ſilent confidence, and continues a blind truſt in men 
who have ſo mi ſeonducted themſelves, it will be little leſs blamea- 
ble than Miniſters have been. It will be criminal in this Houſe to 
repoſe truſt and continue power in the hands of men, whom we 
know by bitter experience to be unfit to conduct our affairs; who 
have ſhewn a degree of guilt, or incapacity, or both, that has led us 
to the brink of deſtruction. J ſay this is not a time, nor are the pre- 
ſent circumſtances, in which we ſhould repoſe confidence in Admi- 
niſtration generally, even ſuppoſing it to be the reverſe of what I 
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think it is, namely, the belt of all poſſible Adminiſtrations ; but, 


leaſt of all, to ſuch an Adminiſtration. Miniſters cannot ſay they 
were not warned of the danger of delay upon this moſt important of 
all ſubjects. I aſked the Miniſter as early as I could what was in- 
tended to be done, and when. I entreated that he would not ſuffer 
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any delay to take place. I repeated my queſtions and intreaties, 
and if I have any reaſon to blame myſelf at all for the part I rock, it 
is for not having repeated my deſires ſtill oftener. That it (ould 
now be ſuppoſed that any good can ariſe out of ſcereey and filence 
upon this ſubject is ridiculous. The thing is abſolutely impoſſible, 
Does the right honourable gentleman really think that not only now, 
but for cver, the cauſe of this diſcontent is to remain a ſecret * Does 
this Houſe really mean to ſay to the people of this country that, after 
what they know has happened at Portſmouth upon the commence. 
ment of this miſunderſtanding and ſince, that they will never inquire 
into the cauſe of it? Are we fo abandoned as to determine never to 
have any reſponſibility upon ourſelves, but that we arc to fav, we 
will leave the whole of it, under a blind confidence to the diſcretion 
of our Executive Government? I ſay, we ought to take reſponſibi- 
lity upon ourſelves : it is our firſt and greateſt duty, without the 
due performance of which we ſhall be worſe than uſeleſs to the pub- 
lie. If we neglect that duty, conſider what may be the effect of this, 
What has happened may happen again. What is it that has already 
appeared before us? That grievanccs have been complained of, 
and have not been ſufficiently attended to. The cauſe of thete com- 
plaints cannot be fully known. I declare upon my honour 1 do 
not know the cauſe. All I know is what I have ſeen in newſpa- 
pers, related as having paſſed between the Admiralty and the Dele- 
gates of the fleet. I never heard how far the Admiralty conceded 
to or oppoſed the wiſhes of the ſeamen. I never underſtood ric matter 
to this day, and even now I do not fully underſtand it. Why then, 
I aſk, how I am to do my duty to the people of England, in voting 
away their money on circumſtances that are more important, per- 
haps, than any that ever came before us till now, without knowing 
the real truth as to the cauſe of that vote? I ſay that we ought to 
know that cauſe ; for, without it, how can we be ſatisfied that the 
remedy is adequate to the evil? I ſay alſo, that if Miniſters were as 
ſucceſsful in all their plans as they have been unſucceſsful ; if they 
had fulfilled all their promiſes as uniformly as they have diſregarded 
them; if they had gratified our wiſhes in proportion as they have 
diſappointed our expectations, it would even then be the duty, the 
bounden duty of the Houſe of Commons, in this moſt critical and 
important of all caſes, to call for a full explanation of the cauſes of this 
diſcontent. I hope the right honourable gentleman will ſtate them 
all fully and authentically to this Houſe at ſome future period. [ 
think he ought to ſtate even now what were the circumſtances which 
have led to the miſunderſtanding between the fleet and the Admi- 
ralty after the firſt promiſe was made to the ſailors, This he ought 
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to do now, in order that we may know whether this vote which is 
be fore us is a complete or a partial compliance with the wiſhes of 
thoſe who are the objects of it. To endeavour to paſs it by in 
flence is ſiliy. To expect that ſterecy can fave you now, and to 
think that it may be ſmothered, is the weakeſt of all poſſible hopes, 
in indulging which you will reſemble children, who ſhut their eyes 


and think that nobody can fee them. I therefore hope that this bu- 


fincls will not be ſuſfered to be paticd by in ſilence. I will no more 
be anſwerable for any miſrepreſentations that may go abroad upon 
our diſcuſſion, than the Miniſter ; but I know that much more 
miſunderitanding is likely to follow ſilence than difcuſhon. I theres 
fore wiſh the matter to be diſcuſſed. I wiſh to know now, whether 
this is all that is intended to be done upon this buſineſs? By this 
ſpecies of blind confidence which the Miniſter is fo ready to aſk, and 
which this Houſe is much too ready to grant, the Conſtitution of this 
country may be undone. I know there are many, who think that 
the convenicnce of popular aſſemblies are great on account of the 
publicity of their procceCings, and hence has ariſen great error in giv- 
ing to Miniſters conhdence when they aſk it, But our preſent Mi- 
vitters ſeem to think that the leſs they are called upon to explain, 
the more danger there is in their attempting it, and they call for 
confidence in exact proportion as the neceſſity of explanation is 
urgent. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he thought that a filent vote upon 
this ſubject was the beſt, and therefore he took the liberty of recom- 
wending it. He thought ſo ſtill, for he was not ſhaken in that 
opinion by any thing that was ſaid by the right honourable gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt ; and it was ſingular enough, that that very per- 
ſon who called for ſo much information, declared he ſhould vote 
for the reſolution after he had heard the explanation that had been 
given, although, he declared at the ſame time, that he knew no more 
upon it than any other Member in the Houſe ; a pretty convin- 
cing proof that what he had heard already was ſufficient to convince 
him of the propriety of the preſent motion. This confirmed his 
opinion on the propriety of his not entering farther upon this diſ- 
euſſion. . 

Mr. FOX faid, it was true he had ſaid that he knew nothing 
more of the circumſtances on which the reſolution was grounded, 
than what the public newſpapers contained. He was ready, even 
upon that knowledge, to vote for the reſolution, though he ſhould 
have aſſented to it with much more ſatisfaction if his vote could have 
been founded upon more full and regular information. He conſi- 
&red the information which the newſpapers furniſhed, and the no- 
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toriety of the caſe, as ſufficient to induce him to give his vote for 
the reſolutien, He knew that he was voting for an expence that 
was neceſſary, but without knowing whether that expence was all 
that was neceſſary, and whether it was likely to produce the effeg 
deſired. What he complained of chiefly in the conduct of the right 
honourable gentleman was, that a fortnight had elapſed before the 
Houſe was informed whether any promiſes had been made, and 
whether they were to be adhered to. It meaſures had been taken im- 
mediately to aſcertain theſe points, the Houſe would not now have 
been in the dark upon the ſubject; they would not have been at a 
loſs to know whether the new diſturbances, which rumour ſtated to 
have taken place, had ariſen from the circumſtance of the agree- 
ment not being confirmed, or that enough had not been conceded, 
Tranſactions like thoſe that had recently occurred, certainly would 
have been highly important at every period, but in the preſent ſitua- 
tion of the country they were of unequalled importance. If they 
called themſelves the repreſentatives of the people, if they really felt 
any love for their country, could they be fatisfied that the accom- 
pliſhment of the object for which the vote was to paſs, was placed 
in hands worthy of ſo great a truſt? Could they ſay that they had 
done what they ought to do for the ſecurity of their deareſt intereſts 
and moſt eſſential concerns? Could they tell their conſtituents that 
they durſt not inquire into circumſtances ſo intimately connected 
with their ſafety and their exiſtence? Could they ſatisfy their own 
minds, could they fatisfy their conſtituents, by telling them they 
had truſted Miniſters? And what Miniſters too? Men who faw 
every ſcheme which they had indulged diſconcerted ; every expecta- 
tion they had formed diſappointed: inen, who after all their aſſer- 
tions and all their boaſts were compelled to come down, and found 
new meaſures upon the failure of their plans and the diſappointment 
of their views. And would it not be a pretty anſwer,to give to their 
conſtituents when they aſked them, what conduct they had purſued 
in circumſtances ſo critical ? to ſay that they durſt not venture to en- 
quire into the circumſtances by which the expence they voted was 
incurred ; that they had truſted to Miniſters, and to men who had 
ſhewn themſelves ſo truſt-worthy they had confided the ſafety of the 
country. If ſuch was the opinion of the Houſe, if ſuch was the 
opinion of the country, as he truſted it was not, the difficulties of 
our ſituation muſt inevitably terminate in utter ruin. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he certainly ſhould vote for the reſolu- 
tion, but there was a queſtion he ſhould propoſe to the right honour- 
able gentleman which might be anſwered without involving that 
diſcuſſion which he wiſhed to avoid, or that miſchict which he ap- 
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rehended. In alluſion to the new diſturbances which were ſaid to 


exiſt, the right honourable gentleman had ſaid that nothing was ſo 
likely to reſtore tranquillity as an immediate vote in favour of the re- 
ſolution. But why then did not the right honourable gentleman avail 
himſelf of the opportunity of ſubmitting that vote ſooner when it 
might have prevented the diſturbances it was to appeaſe? Why 
was it that the vote was to be propoſed when information was re- 
ceived that new diſturbances had broken out? Why did he not 
take immediate ſteps in conſequence of the promiſes which were 
made? Why, inſtead of the flow and procraſtinating mode that had 
been followed, had not the right honourable gentleman come with 
a meſſage from the Throne, recommending the Houſe to take mea- 
ſures to carry into effect what had been done? He diſtinctly aſked 
then why a fortnight's 'delay had taken place before any ſteps were 
adopted to carry into effect what had been done? How could they 
rely that even what they were to vote would be properly carried 
into effect? From the words of the Lords of the Admiralty, that 
they had come to the reſolution of acceding to the demands of the 
ſeamen, © that they might have as early an opportunity as poſſible 
of returning to their duty, as it may be neceflary that the fleet 
ſhould ſpeedily put to ſea to meet the enemy of the country,” it was 
plain that they did not expect that the ſeamen were to return to 
their duty upon that promiſe, but that ſome other proceedings would 
immediately follow upon it. The firſt ſtep then ought to have 
been a communication to the Houſe, and ſuch a vote as this paſſed 
vith unanimity, would have perfectly ſatisfied them. He thought 
too highly of the character of Britiſh ſeamen, to imagine that this 
vote would not ſatisfy them; and it it did not, he ſhould think more 
degradingly of them than he did at preſent. Miſrepreſentations might 
have induced them to do what they onght not to have done; hut 
the right honourable gentleman ought to have prevented the poſſi · 
bility of ſuch miſrepreſentation. He was convinced, however, that 
means of conciliation would be more effectual if accompanied with 
a vote of cenſure on Miniſters for not coming to Parliament ſooner 
vith ſome propoſition on the ſuhject. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that it was a miſtake to imagine 
that the propoſition had been brought forward in conſequence of any 
ex occurrences. He had given notice on Thurſday that eſtimates 
dere to be preſented, and that they were laid before the Houſe on 


for taking them into conſideration. - 7 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that he did not ſtate that the reſalution 


N "oe 3 forward in conſequence of recent occurrences. He 
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Charged the right honourable gentleman with the delay that had taken 
place. He believed that miſrepreſentation might have taken place, 
but that miſrepreſentation ought to have been anticipated by ſome 
earlier propoſition on the ſubject. He preſſed the right honourable 
gentleman to inform the Houſe what motive, what reaſon, what pre- 
tence could cxiſt for the delay of a fortnight which had interveneq : 
He did not impute any reſponſibility to the Admiralty, as they had 
done all they could do. g 
Mr. FOX aſked if there was any man who would deny that if 
the news of this vote having paſſed would be of advantage in the 
beginning of this week, whether it would not have been of equal 
importance in the beginning of laſt week, or the preceding one? 
How could this fortnight's delay be juſtified ? He differed from his 
honourable friend with regard to the blame imputable to the Admi- 
Talty. Knowing and valuing as he did the private character of the 
Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, he could not but wonder that a man 
with feelings like his could ſuffer a fortnight to paſs without ſuggeſt. 
ing to his friends the neceſſity of haſte. This motion could not 
originate in the other Houſe, but he ought not to have remaincd in 
office a week if ſuch a vote as this was not carried. Miſconcep- 
tion might have exiſted, and to this perhaps were owing the new 
diſturbances that had taken place. The right honourable gentleman 
indeed had often the fortune to be miſunderſtood, owing to the 
perverſeneſs of his audience, no doubt ; but it was rather unlucky 
that this ſo often happened, though his audience was compoſed ct 
men of all deſcriptions ; but even putting it on this ground, that 
any room was given for miſunderſtanding, it was a great misfortune 
to the country, and a great act of criminality in thoſe who ſhould 


have prevented it. 4 
The reſolution then paſſed nem. con. 1 
The Houſe being reſumed, the report was immediately reccived, in 

and agreed to nem. con. 1 
The other orders of the day were then deferred. Adjourned. . 

( 

Tueſday, 9th May. oO 

Mr. WHITBREAD ſaid, that in conſequence of what a! WW ere 
paſſed laſt night, and confidering the impreſſions of men's minds re ſub 
lative to the diſturbances at Portſmouth, he now roſe, not to ent! obſ; 


into the cauſes of that affair, but to preſs upon the Chancellor a 
the Exchequer a queſtion, which had been already propoſed to un 
by two of his honourable friends laſt night, and to which no an 
ſwer was made. He begged, therefore, to aſk, why the propoſiti 
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moved laſt night, was not brought forward on an earlier day? Had 


4 this been done the difaſtrous conſequences which had taken place 
os might have been prevented. Unleſs a ſatisfactory explanation was 
* given of a delay fo fatal in its conſequences, and for which the right 
_ honourable gentleman was reſponſible to the Houſe and to the Coun- 
43 try, it was his intention to move a direct vote of cenſure againſt 
5 the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for groſs neglect of duty in not 
ſubmitting the ſubject ſooner to the Houſe. 
+ if Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he was reſponſible for what he 
* had done in his official capacity; and whenever that vote of cenſure 
rual was propoſed it would be time to ſtate to the Houſe the circum- 
Gd ſtances upon which he ſhould be ready to reſt his juſtification. Aw 
Mo to the queſtion propoſed by the honourable gentleman, undoubtedly 
* as far as miſconception and miſrepreſentation, of which a very 
* the great ſhare had moſt probably taken place, had ariſen from the 
* ſenſe of the Houſe not having been taken upon the ſubject, and had 
gel. produced di ſagreeable conſequences, which could not be foreſeen: no 


© at man could lament more than he did that any delay had intervened. 
* But it was a great miſtake to imagine that no ſteps had been taken 
to forward the buſineſs and to prepare it for being ſubmitted to the 


SY Houſe. Upon the 26th of April the memorial of the Lords of 
— the Admiralty, agreeably to the uſual forms, had been referred to a 
to the Committee of the Council. That Committee made their Report, 
lucky which was fubmitted to His Majeſty. All theſe forms, which the 
ſed of regular conduct of the buſineſs required, neceſſarily confumed ſome 
J, that time. After the approbation of the King was given, eſtimates were 


ordered to be prepared to be laid before the Houfe. Meanwhile too 
the ſubject had been repeatedly before Parliament, not for the pur- 
poſe of an expreſs vote, but in a way that ſhewed the buſineſs to be 
in train. He had expreſsly ſtated that there would be a communi- 
cation on the ſubject to enable the Houſe to come to a vote, conſiſ- 
tently with the uſual forms. As early as the day on which the ge- 
heal ſtate of the Ways and Means of the country was laid before the 
Houſe, he had diſtinctly ſtated that the proviſion, then to be made, 
Fas independent of any additional allowance, Thus, upon many 
Ccalions, ſuch ſteps had been taken as could leave no doubt what- 
ever, of the intention of the Executive Government to ſubmit the 
lubje&t to Parliament, as ſoon as the regular preliminary forms were 
obſerved. Certainly, all that ſpeed had not been employed, which, 
If any danger of miſconception had been apprehended, might have 
been uſed, and which was to be lamented, if that delay had given 


fortune 
ſhould 


ceived, 


raed. 


hat had 
ainds le- 
to ente 
icellor d 
d to him 


h * room for the miſrepreſentations which have taken place, and the 
opont” i Puſequences which have enſued. Such was the candid explanation 


31 2 


a wr  . * 2 9 — — 
— vu. — — i - P 
K K ,, 5 _- * — — _ 
* — — — 
—— 2 * I 4&3 5 I * MA 


0 


uh - 
_ _— 7 mn 


> ag 


— 


Wau 


2222 


— SIE *. 
. * I” 


. 


— — — — 
n 


1 


—_— 
<0 FER 


— — A 1 i va 
—— A. "ON 1 3 — 
DD 


8 
N 


« 
'K 
I 
= 
; 
1 | 
'T 
4 
* 


— _ " 


2 — 


„ 7 
r == 


id . n 


3 


— 2 — 
* 


F 80 


11 - 
3 f 


om N 
2 


* FO $53... = 
r 


= — 


2.6. Ihe 


ͤñ— ew een IO 


* — 


E 


—— — 


4 : 
| U 
* ; 
! 
| 
' 
; 
* [ 
"oY [ 
»* 44% 4 
» 


428 : PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmoxgs, 


of the delay which had taken place, and having given it to the Houſe 
he left it to the honourable gentleman to bring forward his motion 
whenever he thought proper. He now had to inform the Houſe, 
that in conſequence of the vote laſt night, and of the general wiſh 
that the earlieſt opportunity ſhould be given for the meaſure to pro- 
duce the deſired effect, by being put, as ſoon as poſſible, into the 
ſhape of an act of Parliament, he was deſirous that ſteps ſhould be 
taken for procuring, as ſoon as poſſible, the aſſent of every branch 
of the Legiſlature. For this purpoſe it was his intention imme- 
diately to ſubmit a propoſition to the Houſe. It would be obſerved 
that there was part of what was meant to be granted, which not be- 
ing. uſually ſtated on eſtimate, was not comprehended in the vote, 
but which would be included in the act. Waving, for the preſent, 
then, any diſcuſſion which was perſonal to himſelf, he hoped the 
Houfe would ſee the propriety of immediately coming to the ſubje& 
to which he alluded. | 
Mr. FOX faid, that after the explanation which the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had juſt given, he could not help ſaying that the 
delay complained of, was an intolerable and fatal neglect of duty, 
In his opinion, Miniſters were guilty, not only judging that delay 
after the fact, but before the fact. The hiſtory of the tranſaQion 
was, that in Eaſter weck complaints had exiſted in the fleet, meetings 
of delegates had taken place, and various other circumſtances hap- 
pened. A letter was written from the Admiralty upon the ſubject of 
theſe complaints, which ſtamped upon them a character of incapa- 
city the moſt flagrant, or want of talents for acting upon a great and 
difficult criſis, unexampled in the annals of any Adminiſtration. 
This letter not having produced any effect, a fecond had been ſent, 
with which the ſeamen are ſaid to be ſatisfied, and on which they 
were to return to their duty. This tranſaction had taken place on 
Sunday Morning, the 23d of April. Under all the circumſtances 
with which this affair was accompanied, he would ſubmit to any 
impartial mind, whether this was an occaſion for tardy forms and 
official delays? What was the duty of Miniſters then upon this 
occaſion? Was it not their duty, after th:y had recognized the 


delegates with whom they treated; after they had made a promiſe, ab 
to have loſt no time in completing the tranſaction? Yet, in ſtating a 
the rapidity with which he had acted in purſuance of the uſual forms, m 
it appeared that the firſt date of any ſtep was the 26th of April, hg 
three days after the agreement had been made. Was not this 2 ſul 
matter upon which the utmoſt diſpatch ought to have been uſed! bee 
Delays till the opinion of Council was taken! Good God, after à Lo 
pa;%on had been proclaimed for what had paſt, when the adi ma 
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part of the Council were the men who had agreed to the tranſac- 
tion to be conſidered, and who were bound to carry it into effect, 
could there be any doubt of the opinion of Council; was any delay 
neceſſary till it was pronounced? But even the Order of Council to 
which theſe tedious ſteps and formal proceedings were to lead ap- 
peared on the third of May, and five days elapſed before the 
ſubject was ſubmitted to the Houſe. Eſtimates, forſooth, were 
to be prepared. As if the Miniſter really could not gueſs what 
was to be the nature of the Order of Council, and could not 
therefore give orders for eſtimates to be prepared! If this country 
be doomed to ruin, was ever country ruined by incapacity ſo groſs, 
by miſconduct fo unparalleled ? Was this a time to adhere to petty 
formalities, to procraſtinate for the production of an eſtimate ? 
The right honourable gentleman ſaid, he had it in contemplation 
to bring forward the ſubject; he had alluded to it in his ſpeech 
upon the Budget. But how were the ſeamen to judge or to know- 
his intentions ; how were they to know that he was bound to bring 
forward the ſubject? Such was the eluſory character of the right 
honourable gentleman's language, that it was often difficult even for 
the Houſe to know by what he was to be held, and to what extent 
he was bound. But conſider the nature of the tranſaction, and the 
circumſtances with which it was accompanied, and, let any man 
ſay it was neceffary for the right honourable gentleman to ſuſpend 
the buſineſs to give his clerks time to make out an eſtimate! But 
it might be ſaid, why had not he himſelf, and thoſe who thought 
with him, preſſed the ſubject? He had indeed repeatedly urged the 
right honourable gentleman ; he was not ſufficiently acquainted with 
the facts, and he expected every day it would be brought forward. 
He was ignorant how far the Admiralty had conceded, how far the 
delegates had given up any part of their demands; it was, there- 
fore, impoſſible to move any thing upon the ſubject. He expected 
that not only eſtimates would have been produced, but that a full 
account of the tranſaction was to be communicated to the Houſe ; 
certainly he ſo underſtood the right honourable gentleman, and many 
in the Houſe underſtood him in the fame way. The right honour- 
able gentleman had even mentioned the diſtance from Portſmouth as 
a cauſe of delay. If the affair related merely to money arrange- 
ments previouſly ſettled, the diſtance from Portſmouth could have 
vthing to do with the delay. If the whole tranſaction was to be 
ſubmitted to the Houſe, the diſtance from Portſmouth might have 
If every thing was adjuſted when the 
Lords of the Admiralty left Portſmouth, and wanted only confir- 
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mation, the guilt of thoſe who allowed ſuch an interval of delay to 
blayſe, ought not to paſs unpuniſned. After the fact, the right ho- 
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nourable gentleman regrets its conſequences ; there were not man 

of his acts which, one time or other, the right honourable gentleman 
would not have reaſon to repent. A conduct, however, to which 
was owing the loſs of the innocent lives of men, whoever they were, 
who had fallen, whether high or low, men to whom the country 
was highly indebted, ought not to be paſſed over unnoticed by the 
Houſe. Whatever were the feelings of regret experienced by the 
right honourable gentleman for the delay that had taken place he 
gave him credit for the feelings he profeſſed to have; what man 
indeed could exiſt conſcious of the calamities his conduct had occa- 
fioned without feelings of regret ? Yet that conduct, which was the 
cauſe of delays ſo fatal, ought not to paſs without the marked dif. 
approbation of the Houſe. To oppoſe any meaſure which tended 
to expedite the final completion of the tranſaction, however, was by 
no means his intention. 

Mr. WHITBREAD ſaid, after the unſatisfactory explanation 
given by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he ſhould poſtpone the 
motion he intended to make, no longer than till after the propoſition 
now to be brought forward on the ſubjeR, was diſpoſed of. The 
Houſe certainly was not fully attended on the preſent occaſion ; but 
if the important eriſis in which the country was placed, did not en- 
force the attendance of Members, nothing he had to ſay could. Re- 
collecting too the immenſe ſums which had often been voted away 
by as ſmall a number of Members as now appeared, he did not feel 
himſelf blameable in bringing forward his motion even on fo ſhort 
a notice. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he was confident that not a doubt re- 
mained in the mind of any gentleman in the Houſe of the ſhameful 
miſconduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters. Nor had he any doubt 
but that they all felt regret at what had happened, and indignation 
at thoſe who were the cauſe of it, as well as contempt for their inca- 
pacity. He ſhould himſelf, if his honourable friend had not given 
notice of it, have brought forward an immediate cenſure upon the 
King's Miniſters for having delayed this meaſure ; but that he 
wiſhed that nothing ſhould now ſtand in the way of paſſing the bill. 
The reafon which the Miniſter offered as an apology for the delay 
that had taken place, was not to be endured under the circumſtances 
of the time. The Miniſter now pretended to ſay that he waited 
for an eſtimgte of the expence which will attend this meafure. Did 
he really believe that the public were to be ſo inſulted ? He could 
have brought this eſtimate down to the Houſe at the very hour after 
the King's Proclamation iſſued. He was ready enough to avoid all 
delay in granting the Imperial loan, nay ſo anxious was he upon that 
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meaſure, that he would not wait for three days, although it was no- 
torious that intelligence was expected to arrive which would put that 
loan out of the queſtion. He was ready enough alſo to uſe all due 
diligence to ſtop the payment of the Bank, and to cauſe the King to 
come to town at an unuſual hour, and in the moſt extraordinary 
way, in order to iſſue the Order in Council for that purpoſe. But 
he ſaw nothing in this meaſure, upon which the very exiſtence of 
the nation depended, that required haſte. This was ſuch ſhameful 
neglect, that he truſted the Houſe would feel it, as he was ſure the 
public felt it, with abhorrence. The Miniſter was abſolutely with- 
out excuſe for the delay that had taken place. He knew that the 
failors were diſſatisfied. He now came forward with his unavail- 
ing regret that any diſturbances had happened. He pretended that 
they aroſe from miſunderſtanding. Could there be any wonder at 
that miſunderſtanding ? Had the ſailors not a promiſe from the Ad- 
miralty, aud was not that promiſe afterwards treated with apparent 
indifference by the King's Miniſters * Did they not delay the mea- 
ſure which could alone give it ſanction? Had they, therefore, no rea- 
ſon for doubting the ſincerity of the Miniſter ? It was true, indeed, 
that in moſt caſes where money was to be called from the people, 
the Miniſter's promiſe was preciſely the ſame thing as a vote of the 
Houſe of Commons, at leaſt there was reaſon for thinking ſo from 
former facts; but it was not wonderful that the ſailors thought other- 
wife, for they judged more of what Parliament ought to be than 
what it really was by its modern practice ; and, therefore, unleſs 
the Miniſter had loſt his very ſuperior intellects, it was impoſſible 
tor him not to foreſee the conſequences that followed. He could 
not but foreſee that when the order was given for the fleet to weigh 
anchor that jealouſy would remain among the failors, and therefore 
he was to all intents and purpoſes anſwerable for the conſequences 
that enſued, 

With reſpect to the notice of his honourable friend, he hoped he 
would not purſue it this day, becauſe the Miniſter might complain 
of the want of candour in bringing ſuch a matter forward on a ſud- 
den; for that there could be no reaſon, but there was no neceſſity for 
giving him the pretext ; and the more opportunity that was given to 
lim to prepare himſelf the better, and he hoped he would prepare a 
much better defence than any he had hitherto urged. He ought, 
lowever, to give to the Houſe ſume account of what he expected to 
be the feeling of the ſailors when this meaſure ſhould paſs, in order 
that the Houſe might have ſome ſatisfaction in what they were doing. 
Be the claims of the failors what they may, what was now propoſed 
to be granted to them was nothing more than juſtice. At the ſame 
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time that he faid this, he muſt not omit to ſtate diſtinctly his decided 
diſapprobation of the mode in which theſe demands were inſiſted 
upon. It was unfair and inconſiſtent with the brave, generous and 
open character of Britiſh ſeamen ; nor had he a doubt but there had 
been a foul interference with them, and means of the baſeſt nature 
uſed to induce them to take the ſteps. which they had taken. If 
men were oppreſſed, they ought to be relieved by their country. But 
however juſt their complaints were, they ought to complain in a re- 
gular way. If there were men among them, as he believed there 
were, that adviſed the failors to put their country into ſuch peril as 
it ſtood in at this moment, for the mere purpoſe of having their ob- 
jeQs carried, ſuch men were the moſt baſe of traitors. He ſuſpected 
there were perſons of this deſcription, and the evil was of the moſt 
alarming kind, when the enemy were actually preparing in the moſt 
formidable manner againſt us. He thought that liſtening to the 
ſuggeſtions of ſuch foes to this country would never have been the 
fault of the brave Britiſh ſeamen. The country were to look to the 
Miniſters for the great cauſe of all this; and we were now in a ſitua- 
tion in which common meaſures would not do, and therefore he 
ſhould have to propoſe one of an uncommon kind. If he were told 
that by propoſing it, he encroached on Executive Gouernment, he 
ſhould anſwer, that Executive Government had encroached upon the 
repreſentative part already ſo much as to make his meaſure abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. He thought that the ſailors had ſuch a diſtruſt in 
the promiſes of the Executive Government, and, perhaps, they might 
not have ſufficient faith in the pledge of that Houſe. They had 


evidemly ſhewn they had no faith in thoſe who had hitherto nego- 

tiated with them—if accounts were true, as he was afraid they 

were — for it appeared by them that when the town was lulled yeſ- 

terday into a ſanguine hope that the diſturbances were over, and tat a 

the London had failed down to Saint Helen's, and that Admiral tl 

Colpoys was gone with her, the delegates went on ſhore to view at 

the dead bodies of thoſe who fell in the feufle. If this be true, [1 

as he feared it was, he would aſk what was to be done with the N 
rc 


fleet? What meaſure was to be taken? Had any been taken 0 
prevent future miſchief? Any thing to prevent the moſt horrid of 
all calamities* He believed none. This was a fingal inſtance, 
and a freſh one, of the deplorable incapacity of the preſent Miniſter, 
in this critical conjuncture. By their criminal and murderous delay, 
had they brought on this dreadful evil. It was at their door ſhould 
be laid the blood that had been ſhed upon this occaſion. And ye, 
after all this, the right honourable gentleman came to the Houſe, 
and aſked for confidence, as if nothing was the matter. He gate 
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no anſwer to any queſtion put to him, but deſired the Houſe to paſs 
the whole matter by in filence. He ſaid, he really did not wiſh to 
give way to his feelings, and therefore, he ſhould endeavour to re- 
firain himſelf. What would be the effect if the Houſe followed 
the example ſet before them by the Miniſter? A ſullen filence was 
to be obſerved. What would the inference be which the ſailors 
would draw from this? Why that the Parliament had paſſed this 
meaſure unwillingly, becauſe an advantage had been taken of it, 
and in which they were not ſincere, and which they would, there- 
fore, abandon as ſoon as they had an opportunity of doing ſo. He 
hoped, therefore, that it would be expreſſed as the general ſentiments 
of the Houſe that they did give and grant this as the real right of 
the Britiſh Navy; but if it was given in that ſullen, filent manner 
which the Miniſter propoſed, it would not be giving to the ſailors 
the ſecurity they deſire. It was a curious thing to ſee the Miniſter, 
whoſe negligence brought on this evil, holding in his own hand the 
helm of the veſſel, which, by his piloting had been ſteering among 
the rocks, tell the ſailors, “ hold your tongues, let not a word be 
« ſpoken ; I will bring you ſafe through all your dangers ; and, as 
* a proof that I will do ſo, I am the perſon who brought you into 
« them.” His own incapacity was the ground on which he called 
for future confidence. He thought, therefore, that if the other 
Houſe was fitting, that the Houſe of Commons ought to ſend it a 
meſſage to deſire their immediate concurrence to the appointment of 
a Committee, conſiſting of a ſmall number of the Members of each 
Houſe. It could not be a queſtion on which any party feelings 
could operate; on this queſtion there could be but one feeling; he 
ſhould therefore propoſe that a joint Committee be appointed—to 
have power to ſend for perſons and papers—to fit from time to time, 
and to adjourn from place to place as occafion might require, and 
there could be no difficulty as to the ſpot where they ought to be, 
and that they ſhould proceed without any adjournment above eight 
hours from time to time, and commence without delay. He felt 
that this was the only meaſure by which we could extricate ourſelves 
from this horrid calamity. | 

Mr. WHITBREAD ſzid, that he had no difficulty on his own 
account to bring his motion forward, immediately after this meaſure 
was diſpoſed of, but on the ſuggeſtion of his honourable friend, he 
was content to poſtpone it until to-morrow. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the time in which the motion 
alluded to by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, was brought 
forward, was to himſelf perſonally a matter of indifference, ſo that 
it did not interfere with the progreſs of the buſineſs which was now 
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before the Houſe. Ile was very little inclined to call for any in. 
tervention. But a queſtion had bcen ſtated by another honourab!e 
gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) which, if he underliood it, was not only 
more important than any queſtion could be which related to him. 
ſelf, but more important even than that which was now beivre the 
Houſe. He would not tell the Houſe, Whether he intended te 
move it to-night. He knew not what he was to underitand by a 
motion for a Joint committee of the two Houſes of Parliament, ex- 
cept it was to ſuperſede entirely all the functions of the Exccutive 
Government of this country. Thus a moment of alarm and ap- 
prehenſion was to be ſeized to carry a meaſure that would change 
the fundamental form of our Conſtitution. The honourable gen- 
tleman had not told the Houſe when he would move it; when he 
did, he hoped he would explain what he meant by it 3 but it ap- 
peared to him to be nothing leſs than a Committee that was to ſu- 
perſede, not the power of thoſe who are at preſent His Majeſty's ad- 
viſers, but-the whole function of the Exccutive Government of this 
country, and to ſuperſede the functions even of Parliament, and the 
general law of this land. On ſuch a queſtion, what would be the 
deciſion of the Houſe, he would not ſuffer himſelf to doubt. He 
ſhould now move, “ That this meſſage be ſent to the Lords, that 
their Lordſhips be deſired to fit for ſome time longer.” 

Mr. FOX faid he was glad his honourable friend had poſtponed 
his motion tor the reaſons already aſſigned. He had no dithculty, 
however, in ſaying now that he ſhould fupport that motion Whenever 
it was made. He conſeſſed that it appeared to him to be extraor- 
dinaty that any Member of Exceutive Government ſhould talk as 
the right honourable gentleman had done to-night. He knew tic 
duty and the functions of Executive Government. He knew that 
it ought, ordinarily ſpeaking, to be ſupported in its funQoins by thc 
two Houſes of Parliament. But its Members had betrayed the 
truſt repoſed in them, either by their crimes or their incapacity. 
When he knew that they were ſo weak and incflicient that they had 
not the control and command of the army and navy— 

Mr. BAKER called to order. He thought that nothing could 
be more out of order nor more dangerous than what he had juſt 
heard To ſay that the army was not under the control of the Ex- 
ecutive Government was inconſiſtent with the fact. Whatever 
was the ſtate of the navy, about which there were doubts as to the 
accounts, the army was hitherto obedient ; he did not know what 
ſuch language as this might excite in the army ; for his part hc 
thought what he had juſt heard diſorderly, as wcll as dangerous, and 
upon that ground he called to order. | 
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Mr. FOX Ille ſtated Executive Government as being deficient 
in their power over the army and navy, by which he did not mean to 
{iy that they had not control over the army alone, but they had not 
the control and command over both army and navv. Now then he 
would fay that they have not the control and command of the navy; 
and then he would ſay that the Houſe of Commons muſt be inſane 
if it did not interpoſe to ſupply the weakneſs of ſuch an Executive 
Government. He was not to be deterred from the performance of 
his duty upon a ſuggeſtion that they were to preſerve the rules of 
order in their debates. They were to take care of the public ſafety 
—conſiſtently with forms no doubt, provided forms did not inter- 
fore with the fubſtance—but to take care of the public ſafety at all 
events; that could not be taken care of unleſs the Houſe of Com- 
mons controuled the preſent Executive Government. The Miniſ— 
ter ſaid, that the motion of which his honourable friend had given 
notice, would ſuperſede the Executive Government. He would 
anſwer, that if that Executive Government, exerciſing all the func- 
tions and prerogatives which have hitherto belonged to it, are found 
inadequate to its duty; if Miniſters had betrayed their truſt, or had 
given proafs of their incapacity to perform their office with ſafety to 
the ſtate, it was the duty of the Houſe of Commons to ſupply the 
deficiency. If they were Miniſters of a character the reverſe of 
what they are, the Houſe ought to interfere in the preſent critical 
tuation of affairs. The preſent Miniſters were not fit to remain 
in power, in any view of the ſubject, for it was manifeſt that they had 
no authority over the navy. Something, therefore, muſt immediately 
be done, and he knew of no better meaſure than that which was pro- 
poſed by his honourable friend. The right honouzable gentleman 
ſeemed to be alarmed, becauſe it was propoſed that the Committee 
ſhould have power to go to the ſpot were the great complaint is; now 
he ſhou!d have no difficulty in aſſenting to the giving to them that, 
and much more power, and even to the paſſing an act of Parlia- 
ment for that purpoſe. If there was a doubt about the beſt mode 
that eould be adopted in this critical time, there was none about the 
worſt ; the worſt was to continue the preſent Miniſters, and to con- 
hde in them; Miniſters, whoſe incapacity had brought on our pre- 
ſent evils ; Miniſters, who had run the riſk of ruining the nation at 
a ſingle blow; who had deceived the Houſe of Commons; who 
had deceived the public ; who had even deceived themſelves upon 
every ſubject, upon every occaſion that had been preſented to them ; 
to be partial to ſuch men (partial indeed i) who had betrayed us in 
dur only hope, was inſanity itſelf. 

The queſtion being put, 
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Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he had given notice that he ſhould move 
for a Committee. The Miniſter had choſen to miſunderſtand his 
meaning, for he had faid that he ſhould propoſe that they ſhould 
have power to ſend for perſons and papers, and to adjourn from 
time to time, and from place to place. Did the Miniſter mean 
to ſay, that it would be improper for ſuch a Committee to correſpond 
with the ſailors? Had not Executive Government correſponded 
with them already? Were not the ſailors, to ſay no worſe, in a ſtate 
of inſubordination at this moment? Would he ſay there was dan- 
ger in inquiring into our ſituation? He knew not what the Minifter 
would ſay ; he regretted to learn that the Miniſter was to oppoie 
his motion, but he ſhould at all events make it. 

Mr. PARKER faid, that when he called to order he regretted 
that the words complained of had not been taken down. Tuo pro- 
politions had been ſtated, both of them in his opinion extraordinary, 
perhaps neceſſary. He gave no opinion upon either. The gentle- 
men who brought them forward would, he had no doubt, abandon 
them for the preſent. The preſent ſituation of the country required 
that the Houſe ſhould proceed with great energy, but he thought that 
judgement was better than warmth for that purpoſe. He regretted 
extremely the warmth to which he had been witneſs to-day. He 
thought that the Houſe ought not to believe too haſtily every thing 
that was ſaid of the diſturbances in the fleet. He had ſeen letters 
which give accounts of that matter very different from ſome reports 
that were in circulation. He conceived there was no evidence to 
ſatisfy the Houſe of the expediency of very extraordinary meaſures 
ſuch as had been propoſed. 

The queſtion was then put for a meſſage to the Lords, to dere 
them to continue fitting for ſome time, upon the ſuggeſtion of the 
Speaker, and paſſed. 

Mr. PYBUS having taken the meſſage, and returned with the 
acquieſcence of their Lordſhips, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved, That a bill be brought up 
on the reſolution of yeſterday, for the additional allowance to the 
ſeamen, &c, which being granted, the bill was brought in imme- 


diately, and paſſed through all its ſtages, and carried to the Lords. 


The Houſe fat until the meſſage came to announce that the royal 
aſſent was to be given to it by commiſſion. 
Wedneſday, 1 oth May. 


Mr. YORKE roſe to conjure Mr. Whitbread to poſtpone tie 
motion of which he had given notice yeſterday. He conjured him 
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by the love he felt for his country, which could not ſuffer by the de- 
lav of the motion for two or three days, but which might ſuffer if 
it were brought forward at the preſent moment. Let the Houſe, 
he ſaid, while the country was in danger, fave it; {A cry of Hear! 
Hear!) Let them defer all diſcuſſion upon the preſent ſubjeR, which 
would produce no good, but which might produce harm. In the 
ſhort ſpace of two or three days, the motion might be brought for- 
ward without that miſchief which it might be atiended with at 
preſent. 

Mr. WHIT T BREAD. In proportion as the criſis is awful be- 
yond example, and the calamities with which the country is 
threatened, are alarming to an unheard-of extent, it is impoſſible 
for me not to feel on the preſent occaſion an uncommon degree of 
pain and embarraſſment. Before the ſolemn appeal and adjuration 
which the honourable gentleman, for whom perſonally I have a 
great reſpect, addreſſed to this fide of the Houſe, and in particular 
to me, I experienced theſe ſenſations, and they muſt now be confi- 
derably increaſed when I find it impoſſible, conſiſtently with the 
duty I owe to my country, not to proceed in bringing on the mo- 
tion of which I have given notice, in deference to him or any claſs 
of men with whom I may differ in opinion. It is delay and pro- 
craſtination which has brought us into the dreadful and calamitous 
fituation in which we are now unfortunately placed, and there is 
nothing which I regret more than not having moved a vote of cen- 
ſure upen the Miniſter on that day on which the eſtimates were 
taken into conſideration, for his extreme and culpable negligence in 
not having carried the meaſures propoſed into effect with greater ce- 
lerity. I regret, I fay, that on that day a vote of cenſure was not 
paſſed upon his conduct, which might have accompanied the other 
vote to Portſmouth, for the purpoſe of convincing the Scamen, that 
the Houſe of Commons had not been a party in that delay to which 
all the ſubſequent calamitics are to be attributed. That they have 
ariſen ſolely from that cauſe, is a propoſition which I think I ſhall 
be able to ſubſtantiate from authentic documents ; and if I am able 
to make good this propoſition, if the Houſe of Commons do not paſs 
a vote of cenſure upon the author of that delay, we ſhall as groſsly 
negle& our duty as he has neglected his. I know there are thoſe, 
perhaps a majority of this Houſe, who differ with me reſpecting the 
origin of the recent inſubordination of the fleet, and who will be 
ready to attribute any future miſchief which may enſue, which God 
avert! to the diſcuſſion which I am now bringing before the Houſe; 
but however much I may wiſh to ſtand high in theſe gentlemen's 
Opinions, I have a ſtill ſtronger defire to ſtand high in my own. 
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From what my duty, therefore, calls me to encounter, I ſha! not 
be deterred by the fear of any animadverſion which may be p2feq 
upon my conduct. Having faid this much by way of preface and 
apolozy, I proceed to a ſummary inveltigation of the ground of ge. 
bate, in which 1 think I ſhall have no difticulty in being able 2 
prove, to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, that the frit Minitter of the 
country has been highly criminal in ſullcring the delay wich took 
place between the conceſhions which were made bv the Lords ct 
tie Admiralty to the ſeamen, and the 7ainiication of theſe conceſſions 
by Parliament; and in this view of the ſubje&t the Houſe will na— 
turally perceive that the motion which I have to propoſe to them, 
is nothing leſs than a direct cenſure upon that right honvurable gon. 
tleman. If I am aſked, upon what grounds I afcribe.the miſenfefs 
which have ariſen from this delay? I refer the IIouſe to the ſpecch 
of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt); in which, unſatis- 
factory as it was, he admitted that the delav had been an untortunte 
circumſtance, and that, had he foreſeen the events which have hap- 
pened, he might have acted with greater diſpatch and expedition. 
Was it not an expreſs article of the compact formed between the 
Lords of the Admiralty and the ſeamen that the conditions upon 
which they ſtipulated were to be ratified by Parliament? Was it 
not promiſed by the Lords of the Admiralty that they ſhould recom- 
mend the conceſſions which they had made, as far as they had power 
to make them, to Parliament for its ſanction ? In conſequence of 
this ſtipulation, and this promiſe, what were the ſeamen naturally 
led to expect? certainly that an immediate meſſage would be ſent 
by His Majeſty to his two Houſes of Parliament, recommending 
the ſubjec to their conſideration. But was any meſſage ſent * No. 
Nor has there bcen one to this day. This would have been the 
natural mode, one would have thought, that Miniſters would have 
adopted to carry the meaſures for which they were pledged into 
effect. But let us ſee how they actually did proceed. From tit 
public papers, which of courſe are authentic, I find that the ratil- 
cation of the articles of their ſtipulation with the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty by Parliament was required by the ſeamen before they were 
ordered to go to ſea. This ſtipulation was concluded on the 23d 
of April. On the 26th it was laid before the Privy Council, and 
was not ratified by His Majeſty till the 3d of May. And ſtill no 
meſſage was brought down to Parliament, the eſtimate being delayed 
to be layed before them till Thurſday laſt. It was not, indeed, laid 
before them even then; but there being no Houſe on Thurſday, he 
gave him credit for having them ready on that day if the Houſe had 
tranſacted buſineſs. If this, then, was the caſe, was it not the leaſt 


4 


thing which that Miniſter could do, that Miniſter who by his unae— 

countable and criminal neglizence had brought thoſe numerous and 

agzravated enlanitics upon the country winch every man fo much 

derlored, and which might be attended with conſequences ſtill more 
fatal than anv one was aware: ought he not to acknowlcege his 
error, and to beg pardon of the Houſe and of th country; and 
ought not the Houte of Commons, whoſe bulineſs it was to watch 
over the conduct of Miniſters, and to provide for the ſafety of the 
empire, to impoſe a cenſure upen him, who by his groſs incapacity 
had brought the ſtate into this ſtrange and unprecedented dilemma *? 
The right honourable gentleman pleaded in his excuſe, that it re- 
quired ſome time to make out the cſtimates. But did it require all 
the time which elapſed from the 23d of April to the 4th of May, 
to make out theſe eſtimates? If the right honourable gentleman 
were one of thoſe ſcrupulous plodding ſtateſmen who never deviated 
from the rules of office, or the forms of the Conſtitution, ſuch an 
excuſe might be entertained; but for the right honourable gentleman, 
fur him who trampled upon all forms, ſet aſide eſtabliſhed cuſtoms, 
and infringed every rule both of official and conſtitutional uſage ; 
for him to ſet up ſuch an excuſe is contemptible in the extreme. 
The Houſe cannot have forgotten the diſpatch exerciſed by the right 


m- loncurable gentleman in carrying through meaſures when their ob- 
wer ject was to infringe upon the Liberties of the People. If they have, 
e of allow me to remind them of the celerity with which the bill for the 
ally luſpenſion of the Habeas- corpus Act paſſed through the Houic on an 
ſent ocalon when he had conjured up an idle alarm for the purpoſe of 
ding depri ving the people of their freedom; but when a' mutiny is on 
No, board the fleet, when our laſt reſource is at ſtake, and every thing 
1 the moſt valuable to the country in danger, the routine of office muſt be 
have ooferved, and delay muſt be perſiſted in till we are brought upon the 
into verge of immediate deſtruction, without one ſtep being taken to pre- 
1 the vent tie impending blow. I have ſtated that the ſeamen ſtipulated 
-atifi- for a parliamentary ratification of the conceſſions made to them by 
dmi- tic Lords of the Admiralty ; this ratification being delayed, and 
were miſchief enſuing, I am entitled to preſume that the miſchief was the 
> 22d conſcquence of the delay. I know that it has been attributed to a 
, and Ulterent cauſe ; that it is ſaid to have ariſen from miſrepreſentation 
ill no of what paſſed in another place (the Houſe of Peers]; but even ſup- 
layed poling that this was the real and the ſole cauſe of the calamities by 
, laid Wich we have been afflicted, would not that miſrepreſentation have 
v, he been prevented by an earlier communication upon the ſubject to Par- 
e had lament? This account of the matter is only varying the light in 


lich it is viewed ; the ſource of the evil remains the fame. I am 
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happy to be informed by the news of this day, that in conſequence of 
intelligence reaching Portſmouth of the vote which has been paſſed 
by this Houſe, matters immediately aſſumed a more favonrable aſpect, 
and that, though the intelligence was prevented by the unfavourable 
ſtate of the weather, from being known through the whole of the 
fleet, the crews of thoſe ſhips who were made acquainted with it 
immediately returned to their duty. If it required any additional 
proof, this is another circumſtance which I am entitled to claim in 
aid of my poſition, that the whole of the miſchicf has proceeded from 
the delay of His Majeſty's Miniſters in carrying their promiſes into 
execution. For, if the effect produced by the reſolution of the Houſe 
of Commons, is to reſtore tranquillity, what could be the cauſe of the 
mutiny but the diſappointment ariſing from that reſolution not being 
paſſed at an earlier period? Indeed, the proofs are fo clear, and the 
circumſtances, which I have enumerated, fo conclufive, that I find 
it quite unneceflary to add any thing farther upon the ſubject. An 
inquiry into the origin and whole courſe of the tranſactions mult be 
inſtituted at a future period, and I truſt, that if it ſhall be found that 
any part of them were owing to the miſconduct of any Member or 
Members of the preſent Adminiſtration, that they will be brought 
to that condign puniſhment which they ſo juſtly deſerve. I may, 
perhaps, be taxed with warmth, and it may be that J have been ex- 
cited to a greater degree of heat than was becoming in one prefer- 
ring an accuſation, but I cannot help feeling ſome degree of indigna- 
tion when I find, to all the other inſtances of wretched incapacity, 
of waſteful profuſion, and of a dereliction of every honourable and 
worthy principle, by which their Adminiſtration has been marked, 
they have added this new calamity, of magnitude unaſcertained, and 
conſequences incalculable. I ſhall conclude with moving the fol- 
lowing reſolution : | 

« That the right honourable William Pitt, in having ſo long de- 
« layed to preſent the eſtimate of the ſum neceſſary for defraying 

e the expence of an increaſe of pay, and alio of the propoſcd iffuc af 
« a ful allowance of proviſions to the ſeamen and marines of His 
« Majeſty's navy, has been guilty of a groſs breach of duty, and de- 
4 ſerves the cenſure of this Houſc.” | 

Mr. FOX ſeconded the motion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that conſidering he himſelf alom 
was perſonally implicated in the motion, he felt very confideradie 
difficulty in offering to the Houſe the firſt obſervation which he coſ. 
ceived he ought to make, as it was upon a matter of form; and ff 
he fruſted to the candour of the Houſe, and hoped they would 8 
miſunderſtatid hitn; though he did ſo in conformity to his duty. F 
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: which the Houſe in its wiſdom ſhould adjudge to have attached to 
; the tranſaction, ſhould be transferred or divided ; but when the ho- 
b nourable gentleman averred that he (Mr. Pitt) was individually 
guilty, he ſpoke irregularly in point of form and in point of fact. 
f for the Houſe could not fail to know that it was by no means his 
1 duty individually to prepare an eſtimate of thoſe expences, to direct 
in the preparation of an eſtimate, or even to offer the eſtimate to the 
1 Houſe when prepared, and thar, in truth, there was no part of the 
> financial buſineſs of the {tate with which, as an individual, he had 
fo ſo little ſhare ; but while he faid ſo much as to the form of the 
i motion, he would at the ſame time avow, that as to the ſubſtance of 
"A it, if guilt was imputable on account of not having urged with 
he greater ſpeed the parliamentary ſanction and ratification of the com 
6nd pact made by the Lords of the Admiralty with the ſeamen of the 
An fleet, as a general queſtion relating to the welfare and ſecurity of 
+ be the country, he laid claim to no excuſe, and had ſtated his objections 
Fea to the individual charge againſt himſelf, merely to point out the in- 


formality of it. 


GO As to the remaining part, which applied to the charge of his 
may, having, by unneceſſary delay, occationed that renewal of the mu- 
1 tiny which none had greater cauſe, or could more fincerely regret 
as than himſelf, he begged the Houſe to recollect, that he had ſtated 
fins all the material facts upon a former day. The fair queſtion then 
ei, at this time was, whether at the day ſtated by the honourable gen- 
Mi fleman to have been the proper time for bringing it forward, there 
* were fuch obvious grounds for concluding that a few days occupied 
d, and in the regular conduct of the buſineſs, would be a delay fo likely 
he fol- to produce ſuſpicion in the fleet of the inſincerity of Miniſters, as 

that the Exccutive Government muſt neceſſarily have been ſo firmly 
— of opinion, that not to hurry it through the Houſe would be dan- 
Fraxing gerous, and that it was criminal in him, as Miniſter of Finance, 
ſſue of not to attend to it? This was the plain queſtion and meaning of 
of His the motion, if it meant any thing — The honourable gentleman 
and de- would ſce, then, how facts bore upon him in his propoſition, and the 

Houſe would decide upon them. On the 24th of April the ac- 

counts arrived that the ſeamen of the fleet, after their firſt demands, 
If alow had returned to their duty: on the 26th their memorial was pre- 
Kderablt ſented by the Lords of the Admiralty to the Council, and by them 
\ he cov teferred to a Committee; and the Report of that Committee was 
and yt proved, the next day, or next day but one, on which, according to 
10 G 1g 2 forms, the Council met; this was the third day of Mays” 
jury. M. a the very next day, notice was given to the Houſe of the cſti- 
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deprecated the idea of defiring that the guilt, be it what it was. 
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mate : it was accordingly given in upon Friday, and voted upon 
Monday. Thus it would appear to the Houſe, that at the time of 
the approbation of the Privy Council--at the time of his giving 
notice to the Houſe of the eſtimate—at the time of giving in the 
eſtimate—at the time of propoſing the reſolutions which were voted 
by the Committee of Supply upon the eſtimate — and at all times, 
and every ſtage throughout the buſineſs, Miniſters had given the 
moſt unequivocal and unqueſtionable evidence of a continual, uni- 
form intention, to bring forward the meaſure in due form, for the 
purpoſe of obtaining for it parliamentary ſanction and ratification, 
The honourable gentleman had faid, that the miſrepreſentations 
of which Miniſters complained might have been avoided, and that 
if they (Miniſters) had taken care to have the eſtimate voted in time, 
thoſe miſrepreſentations could not have taken effect. But to thoſe 
who argue ſo, it might be replied, that if the delay had not taken 
place, there would have been as juſt grounds for miſrepreſentation 
as thoſe which had been aſſumed : for in fact there was no juſt 
ground for it at all ; neither for the wicked miſrepreſentation of the 
ſpeeches and conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters, nor for the equally 
groſs miſrepreſcntation of thoſe of the gentlemen who oppoſed His 
Majeſty's Government, and whoſe ſpeeches had a ſhare in laying 
the foundation of that ſuſpicion and doubt in the ſeamen, which oc- 
caſioned their late tumultuous conduct: for at the very hour when 
the act which made the ſuppoſed ground of thoſe miſrepreſentations 
took place, had the aſſent been given to the act of the Council; and 
on the next day the eſtimate was given, before the miſrepreſentations 
could poſſibly have taken effect. A miſrepreſentation ſo foul, ſo 
groſs, ſo falſe, and fo daring, was never before put in practice fur 
the purpoſes of deluſion—a miſrepreſentation, not that the meaſure 
was not propoſed, not that it was not paſſed, but that it had been 
actually propoſed, and had been actually rejected. Thoſe, he ſaid, 
were the real circumſtances of the caſe as they ſtood founded in fat, 
and from thoſe the Houſe would be able, with very little conſidera 
tion, to determine whether in the firſt place the late miſchiets had 
been occafioned by the delay which had interpoſed between the ac- 
quieſcence of the Lords of the Admiralty with the demands of the 
ſeamen ; and in the next, whether, if it were ſo, His Majeſty's, Mi- 
niſters muſt neceſſarily have foreſeen that that cauſe would produce 
tat effect, and were therefore culpable in not having accelerated it 
Vith a ſpeed beyond the diſpatch which the uſual forms of proceed- 
ing allowed. x a 
As to the queſtion of ſincerity, he had not yet heard a doubl 
Garted reſpeRing the intentions' of Government to carry into ful 
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effect the meaſure in queſtion. Could any man then, knowing, as 


every one muſt, that it was the ſincere intention of Miniſters to do 


ſo, entertain a doubt that if they thought the leaſt danger was likely 
to attend a delay, they would have been fo groſsly fooliſh as to neg- 
let giving it all the ſpeed and diſpatch poſſible, and voluntarily 
and cauſeleſsly to incur the riſk of that danger? That their intereſt 
and their duty were too nearly allied to admit of ſuch a doubt, was 
a point that even their enemies and their friends muſt alike allow. 
But there was one circumſtance which put the queſtion, as to guilt 
imputed to Miniſters in this reſpect, entirely out of the queſtion, 
which was, that the conceſſion reſpecting the allowance of proviſions 
had been practically announced to the fleet by Lord Bridport, long 
before the laſt diſcontents broke out. 

Under theſe circumſtances, he left it to the candour and juſtice 
of the Houſe to judge, whether the conduct of His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters, ſo far as the view of this motion went, could at all be con- 
ſidered as qualified with the name of Guilt. 

Before he concluded, he thought it his duty to add, that by th 
laſt accounts which arrived from Portſmouth, and which the hazi- 
neſs of the weather rendered leſs perfect than could be wiſhed, it 
appeared that there was a diſpoſition in the fleet to return to their 
duty, which he hoped would be ſo happily improved, as to remove 
ſpeedily all anxiety on the ſubject. He would not ſay that he was 
yet ſo fully poſſeſſed of particulars as to ſtate, with confidence, what 
might remove apprehenſions ; but he had, at leaſt, a dawn of hope, 
that ſubordination and tranquillity would ſoon be reſtored. But be 
the judgement of the Houſe on him what it might, he hoped, at 
leaſt, they would not, if they conceived that cenſuring him would 
contribute to that event, diſturb their own proſpects, or deprive 


him. 

Mr. WHITBREAD faid, that, in conſequence of an objeQion 
having been made to the form of his motion, he would beg leave 
to amend it, and, inſtead of © the right honourable William Pitt,” 
he would inſert “ His Majeſty's Miniſters.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT hoped the Houſe would not ſuppoſe that 
he had wiſhed to wave any thing that might be perſonal againſt him- 
ſelf. His objection to the motion only went to its irregularity. 
But he would aſk, whether it could be more regular to ſtate in a 


lump His Majeſty's Miniſters? As to any thing that affeQed him- 
ſelf, he was perfectly indifferent. 


Mr. WHITBREAD ſaid, he certainly did direct his cenſure 


3 L. 2 


the public of the benefit of whatever cenſure might fall upon 


== — 


9 
5 


7. 5 Bondi. ING 


— A * 3 * * 


n 
— 
— 


2 ö 
* „ 


222.2 ee" Dr ZE) 


NE 


C nes wh uct, + ut. 


— —— — — 


4 k — 
— oe}. ———— Fre 8 


rr e 


* * 
2 


LSE 


| 


444 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, - 


again the right honourable gentleman alone, and would therefore 
point his accuſation againſt him. 

The SPEAKER ſuggeſted the propriety of the right honourable 
gentieman's withdrawing himſelf from the Houſe while the motion 
was read from the chair. Upon which Mr. Pitt immediately left 
the Houſe. 

The original motion was then put, and negatived. 

Mr. FOX propoſed to add to the motion, the words, © or 
cauſing to be preſented ;” which were adopted. And then the 
amended motion was read from the Chair as follows: 

« That His Majeſty's Miniſters having ſo long delayed pre- 
ce ſenting, or cauſing to be preſented, to this Houſe, an eſtimate of 
« the ſum neceſſary to defray the expence for the increaſe of pay 
« of ſeamen and marines of His Majeſty's fleet, and for the pro- 
ce poſed ĩſſue of full allowance of proviſions, have been guilty''6f 
« a groſs neglect of their duty, and deſerve the cenſure of this 
&«& Houſe.” 

Mr. ROSE, junior, declared, he could not approve either of the 
mode or temper in which the preſent motion was introduced-—to 
him it appeared, that the motion was preſſed forward with a pre- 
cipitancy altogether unneceſſary, and with a warmth altogether in- 
decorous, and ill fitted to the ſeriouſneſs and ſeverity of ſo grave a 
charge. The moment alſo in which they were called to diſcuſs 
and to decide on a refolution of ſo nice a nature, was a moment of 
Hurry, indignation, and alarm, ard conſequently but too ſtrongly 
calculated to miſlead the judgement, and prejudice the diſpoſition of 
the Houſe, and that on a ſubjct from which the influence of al! 
prejudice and predileQion ſhould be altogether diſmiſſed. - To the 
honourable mover, it was far from his mind to impute the bias of 
any ſuch motives ; but he mutt ar the ſame time ęntreat him, from 
regard to his own honour and tlic dignity of the Houſe, not to per- 
ſevere in a motion which it was impoſſible the Houſe could now 
calmly entertain. He beſeeched the honourable gentleman to for- 
bear urging his motion on this night, unleſs he had reaſons for ſo 


doing, of a perſonal or preſſing nature, cſpecially as it might be poſi- 


poned for ten days, or a fortnight, without any diſadvantage to the 
motion, and without expoſing the Houſe, in the cyes of the country, 
to the ſuſpicion that they ated under the influence of party zcal, of 
momentary indignation. After the expiration of that ſhort intervaly 
-he might then propoſe his mation with a better grace, when the 
apprehenſions that now alarm, may be removed, and the favourable 
moment returned for calm and deliberate diſcuſſion. By obſery; 
p24 . 3 i . 
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ing this more prudent line of conduct, we ſhould act more agree- 
ably to the dignity of the Houſe, and the juſtice of the cauſe on 
which we ſhould have to decide. Our conduct on the preſent oc- 
caſion ſhould reſemble that of the Romans after the battle of Cannæ, 
when they did not deem it wiſe or expedient to judge precipitately, 
even on the raſhneſs of Varro; though had that General been a 
Carthaginian, and not a Roman General, nil ſupplicit recuſandum 
fret a ſentiment which, with ſome gentlemen, ſeemed to prevail 
on the preſent occaſion. He wiſhed the Houſe to pauſe before they 
entertained a motion of this nature, under the preſent circumſtances 
of this country. He did not preſume to blame gentlemen for their 
warmth, but he ſuggeſted to them the propriety of governing their 
temper. He had nothing farther to ſay, except that he truſted that 
ſome man of experience and abilities would come forward and move 
zhat the preſent queſtion be deferred. 5 

Mr. MARTIN ſaid, there were many gentlemen in the Houſe 
who would bear teſtimony of him, that he had no party motives to 
bias his judgement. He believed alſo that he was not ſuſpected of 
being partial to Miniſters. But whatever he might think of them 
iy genera}, he did not ſce how he could affent to the preſent motion. 
There was no man in that Houſe, or out of it, who lamented what 
had happened, with reſpect to the fleet, more than he did; but he 
did not ſce any reaſon why Miniſters ſhould be cenſured by that 
Houſe on this occaſion. They might have acted wrongly, but there 
was no evidence of their having done ſo intentionally, and therefore 
he could not vote for a cenſure on them. It was their intereſt to 
have acted rightly, and he truſted they intended to do ſo. Theſe 
were ſtrong reaſons with him in forming his opinion upon this ſub- 
ject. It was, however, liable to alteration, if he ſaw any reaſon for 
altering it. The Miniſter was reminded of the danger which had 
lince appeared to have been carried into action. He was aſked by 
gentlemen on that fide of the Houſe, when he intended to bring the 
matter forward, but he did not recollect that any gentleman ſug- 
gelted to him there would be any very imminent danger from delay. 
Theſe were his reaſons for being at preſent of opinion that he ought 
not to vote for the preſent motion. It was an opinion which had 
nothing to do with party prejudices. He truſted he ſhould never 
att ſo as to deſerve to be accuſed of having a party ſpirit. 5 
5 Sir WILLIAM GEARY ſaid, that he acquieſced moſt wil- 
lingly in the opinion expreſſed by the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt. In his mind, ſome additional reaſons, and thoſe of 
more forcible weight, ſhould have been adduced in ſupport of the 
preſent motion, ang more time ſhowld have been allowed in order to 
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enable the tribunal before whom the cauſe was brought, to pro- 
Npunce maturely and diſpaſſionately, when criminality of ſo grave 
a complexion was charged upon His Majeſty's Miniſters. If the 
Houſe, impreſſed and carried away by the eloquence of the honour. 
able gentleman who made the motion, ſhould come haſtily and in- 
temperately to a decifion on ſo ſerious a point, they would after. 
wards repent it, and be the firſt to condemn the precipitancy of 
their own conduct. He would, therefore, again and again, expreſs 
his wiſh, that the motion might be poſtponed, eſpecially as the ho- 
nourable mover did not ſeem himſelf to have made up his mind, 
even on the manner of its wording, As the motion originally 
ſtood, it only implied an omiſſion on the part of the Miniſter ; as 
it now ſtood amended, it charged the Miniſter with a direct com- 
miſſion. In every view of the ſubject, he was confidently perſuaded 
that the honourable gentleman ſhould defer his motion. 
Mr. YORKE confeſſed, that, much as he had defired that the 
preſent ſubject ſhould be poſtponed, yet now that he had heard it, 
and the arguments which had been urged in its ſupport, he ſaw no 
reaſon for poſtponing the decifion upon it. The motion having un- 
dergone ſo many amendments that he could not enumerate theo, 
but which would appear on the journals, was a decifive proof that 
the mind of the honourable gentleman himſelf was not convinced 
upon the ſubject. He was rather, on the contrary, convinced of 
the fallacy of the charge, or he could not have had ſo much dith- 
culty in framing it. Gentlemen on the other fide would have 
done well to have conſidered a little more of their ſubje& before 
they brought it forward. The honourable gentlemen” had not 
given any proof that ought to induce the Houſe to agree to his 
motion. They laid blame on Miniſters from the event that had 
happened. Was that a candid mode of proceeding? The event 
might have happened from a combination of circumſtances ; and 
could any man fairly ſay, that the conduct of Miniſters was the 
cauſe of it? He looked upon it as an event which was produced 
by a number of circumſtances put together, and that there was no 
evidence before the Houſe that the conduct of Miniſters produced it, 
He lamented the warmth of a right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Fox) who had ſpoken upon this matter upon a former occaſion, in à 
manner that he ſhould never forget. Even that right honourable 
gentleman ſaid nothing at firſt of the neceſſity of an act of Parla- 
ment, nor did he expreſs any apprehenſion of a freſh mutiny ; there 
was no appearance of it; ſo far from that, when His Majeſty's gra- 
cious pardon went down on the 28th of April, the fleet under the 
gommand of Lord Bridport wanted to ſail ; and if the wind had 
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been eaſterly, they would at this moment have been blocking up the 
harbour of Breſt, The accidents of miſrepreſentation had pro- 
duced dangerous and alarming conſequences ; but from all that 
had happened, there was no evidence of any criminality in Mi- 
niſters. 

Mr. FOX ſpoke to the following effect: — I never in my life 
was more convinced of the propriety of a motion than I am of that 
which is now before you; and of the expediency of paſſing it now, I 
am as well convinced. The cenſure of the learned gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, againſt the motion of my honourable friend, is moſt cu- 
nous. I thought that he was ſcholar enough to know, that in the 
common ſtructure of grammar, the ſingular and plural number muſt 
be differently expreſſed, and that is the cauſe of the variety of altera- 
tions which he ſays have been introduced into the motion, it being 
at firſt a motion againſt one individual, viz. the Miniſter, and after- 
wards altered by taking in His Majeſty's Minifters, who are a 
number of individuals; and this is all the field on which the 
learned gentleman made his ingenious obſervations as to what will 
appear upon your journals. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was the perſon who appeared to my honourable friend to be chiefly 
guilty, and therefore the motion was made againſt him ; but upon 
conſideration that there were no documents -to prove that the guilt 
attached excluſively to him, the motion was amended, and the cen- 
{ure is propoſed to be voted againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters at large, 
as being concerned in the dclay of which my honourable friend 
complains, in which I join him, and which has been the cauſe of 
the diſaſters which have happened to the fleet. With regard to the 
propriety of this, I wiſh thoſe who oppoſe it would ſtate as ſpecifi- 
ally the miſchief which it will do : hitherto they have only talked 
of that miſchief in general terms: I ſay generally alſo, that public 


d diſcuſſion is the beſt ſecurity for public welfare, and the beſt ſecurity 
e for the ſafety of every good government. That energy which is to 
d be had from ſcereey, which ſome perſons are ſo fond of, ſtands upon 
10 


the authority of but a few ; and they have neither been the wiſeſt nor 
the beſt ; but they are thoſe who, from age to age, have endeavoured 
to enſlave mankind, and they have been controverted by the wiſeſt- 
and the beft in all ages, as appears by the moſt reſpectable hiſtories. 
| fay this generally. But to come to the immediate ſubje& which 
is now before us, and to apply theſe general prineiples te the facts 
Uat have appeared. When this mutiny firſt broke out, was the 
ſubject debated in this Houſe No; it was paſſed by in filence, and 
thoſe gentlemen who are ſo enamoured with ſecrecy had the com- 
Pte advantage of it, as much ſo as could have been deſired by 
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any favourite abſolute Government; for however I may deplore, 
artd however every man in this country may deplore, what has hap. 
pened, and may have wiſhed that better meaſures had been adopted 
for the nation, yet ſtill it muſt be allowed that Miniſters have had 
all the advantages of the ſecrecy for which they are ſuch advocates; 
as far as regard our proceedings. But there are now exhibited 
charges againſt me. I am now accuſed for not having at firſt ſlated 
the danger of what has lately happened; that I did not at firſt ſtate 
the danger of the delay, of which I now complain : now that the 
money is aQually voted, it is ſtrange that I ſhould complain of the 
danger. I beg the Houfe to conſider this charge. Had I at firſt 
ſtated that I apprehended that would happen which has aQually 
happened, I aſk this Houſe whether gentlemen on the other fide 
would not have ſaid they believed, and would deſire this Houſe and 
the Public to belicve, that that very prediction of mine had had a 
conſiderable ſhare in eauſing the event? that the variety of ſtate- 
ments of danger in this Houſe contributed to bring about the evi] ? 
Mark the impregnable defence of the Miniſter. Here if you ſtate 
your opinion of the neceſſity of expeditious meaſures, and ſtatc the 
danger of delay, you are faid by your ſtatement to cauſe the mil- 
chief which might have been avoided if you had remained ſilent. 
But having remained filent, you are told that you have no right to 
complain in conſequence of what has happened, for that you your- 
ſelf did not foreſee it, becauſe you did not tell the Miniſter any 
thing of your apprehenſion of danger. If you do ſtate your appre- 
henſion, you are the author of the miſchief ; if you do not, it mult 
be taken for granted you yourſelf had no apprehenſion of the dan. 
ger. Let us now apply to the facts. The news of the diſcontents 
in the fleet arrived in London on the Monday morning. I hap- 
pened to arrive in the afternoon of the ſame day. Uninformed as | 
then was, I thought that we ſhould have before, us the tranſaction 
with all poſſible ſpeed; in anſwer to a queſtion, I was told that 2 
communication would be made with all poſſible ſpeed. Should 
not I be a caviller to have ſaid more at that time? In a few days 
I did ſtate, that it appeared to me to be important that ſome mca- 
ſure ſhould be ſpeedily taken. 

The whole of the queſtion divides itſe}f into two parts; firſt 
Whether there was any cauſe for any extraordinary expedition in 
providing a remedy for the evil ? for if there was not, I admit that 
the whole of my honourable friend's motion falls at once. Miniſters 
have acted as if they thought there was no cauſe for extraordinarf 
expedition ; in which they differ, I believe, from every man in this 
Houſe,-and every man in this country. I contend, that if, . 


trary to the ſpecific facts, there had not happened any miſchief, ſtill 
delay was criminal ; becauſe it was highly probable that delay would 
have occaſioned miſchief. They ſhould have taken the moment 
of peace and tranquillity at Portſmouth to ſatisfy the ſeamen. 
They muſt be ridiculouſly ſanguine it they expected that the ſeamen 
were not likely to be alarmed at the delay which took place. It 
has been ſaid, that we have not proved that the evil we complain of 
was owing excluſively to the delay of Miniſters ; it is true we have 
no documents to this effect, but the fact is notorious. I aſk, What 
is the cauſe of our being in a ſtate of comparative rejoicing this day, 
and which produced a dawn of hope among us? Is it not to the 
meaſures which have taken place in Parliament? Certainly it is. 
Why then I aſk, if the cafe be fo, is that not a proof that the want 
of theſe meaſures was the cauſe of the evil? This I ftate without 
entering into the queſtion, whether the repreſentations are true or 
falſe to any certain extent. Miniſters ſay, that the evils are owing 
to miſrepreſentations of what happened in another place. Here let 
us pauſe. Take it for granted, for the ſake of the argument, and 
for that only, that there have been groſs miſrepreſentations. Does 
any man believe there is a difhculty in finding out the remedy to 
ſuch groſs miſrepreſentations? Expedition on the part of Miniſters 
was the only remedy. Had they done their duty by bringing for- 
ward the act of Parliament, the effects of miſrepreſentation would 
have been comparatively innocent. It is ſuppoſed that perſons of 
great authority ſaid in another place, they did not know they ſhould 
have any orders from His Majeſty to make any communication 
that we all know in Parliament to be correct in point of form, con- 
lidering the place in which it was ſpoken, becauſe it is in this Houſe 
that the meaſure muſt originate : this is another ſignal inſtance of 
the folly and ignorance of Miniſters, for they muſt know what effect 
this muſt have onathe uninformed. The Miniſter talks of miſre- 
preſentation, and the effe& of it ; was he ignorant of that effect 3 
He who cauſed the Habeas-corpus Act to be ſuſpended, muſt ſurely 
be aware of the poſſibility of there being Jacobins, as he has called 
them, in this country, who would be ready to miſrepreſent his in- 
tentions. I think there are not in this country a ſufficient number 
of ſuch perſons to make us waver in our determination to adhere 
© our Conſtitution ; but although I do not think {there are eng 
to do that, yet I think there may be enow to diſtribute a hand- 
bill; this he muſt know as well as any man: then I aſk, was hg 
dot criminally guilty for neglecting to do that which would rendet 
van all ſuch attempts, by bringing forward an act of Parliamęm 


Vithout delay, which was the only effectual way to prevent the ewH 
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There is another view in which this important queſtion may be 
conſidered. I am not going to give any opinion on the negotiation 
between the Delegates of the Flect and the Admiralty at Portf- 
mouth ; but that meaſure having taken place, it ought to be con- 
fidered as a negotiation in which there were certain ſtipulations. 
No man can be ſatisfied in a negotiation, until the ſtipulations of 
it are perforined. Why then, I aſk, it it was not eſſential for the 
public benefit that this negotiation ſhould be made as ſhort as paſ- 
ſible? Has that been done? If you tell me that this was only a 
promiſe, and time muſt be taken to perform it, and that the ſeamen 
ought to have been ſatisfied that it would be fulfilled ; J anſwer, 
that a promiſe is, in its nature, an incomplete act; an the longer 
you are in performing it, the more reaſon dv you pive for doubting 
your ſincerity. Delay, therefore, upon this occation, conlidering 
all the circumſtances, amounts to guilt on the part of Minitters, 
But it is ſaid, Miniſters were fincere—1 never doubted it; I never 
thought of making any accuſation againſt them that they did not 
intend to make good their promiſe to the ſailors : what I complain 
of is, that they delayed the performance of that purpoſe unneceſſa— 
rily ; in conſequence of which, ſome of the beſt blocd of this 
country has been ſpilt. Then comes the general anſwer, © Minis 
ce ters cannot be guilty of any crime upon this occaſion : what in- 
C tereſt have they in being ſo?” I know not what intereſt any 
men can have in guilt, I know not what intereſt any Miniſters 
can have in being bad Miniſters ; and yet we know that men have 
been guilty, and that Miniſters have bcen bad Miniſters; that they 
have appeared in this world, and I am afraid will continue to ap- 
pear ; and unleſs there is ſome controling power exerciſed over 
them, they will continue to do as they have done much milchict 
to mankind. I ſay that Miniſters have diſcovered an incapacity 
which renders them quite unfit to manage the affairs of this country, 
and which they will ruin, unleſs this Houſe interpoſes its authority 
over them. Will any gentleman oppoſite to me deny this ? That 


Miniſters have heaped upon this country misfortune upon misfor- 


tune, that they have committed blunder upon blunder, and that they 
have very nearly accompliſhed the deſtruction of this country ? 
There are diſaſters and diſgraces which, after a long ſucceſſion, de- 
ſtroy the faculties of the human mind. I take that to be the caſe 
of the Miniſter ; he is, to uſe a vulgar expreſſion, © beat blind. 
That is now his only excuſe, his only apology ; who but a man who 
had been fo diſgraced could have been blind to the conſequences of 
the delay of which he has been guilty upon this occaſion ? I kno 
I am accuſed of ſpeaking with too much warmth upon many {ub- 

I 
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jects; all I can ſay in anſwer to the charge is, that I feel for the 
ſituation of this country with warmth, and I ſpeak from feelings, of 
which I think no man ouglit to be aſhamed. Look at what has 
been done in point of fact in this buſineſs. I Rated formerly, that 
on the 23d of April a letter arrived from Portſmouth ; the Miniſter 
ſtates it to be the 24th. He ſtates, that in one day the memorial 
was made for the Lords of the Admiralty—and here the Miniſter 
is correct literally rather than ſubſtantially, becauſe the news was 
known early in the morning, fo early that a memorial might have 
been preſented on the very day the news arrived ; but it appears 
that it was not preſented till the 26th, and the Order in Council 
does not iſſue until the 3d of May. Here is one day entirely left 


did not require the delay of as many hours, no, nor of as many 
minutes. The delay in all is full fourtcen days; and reflect on 
the circumſtances that have happened ; nay, what every prudent 


think that delay was criminal? But it feems this was all matter 


was your duty to do ſo. Had you done fo, you might. have con- 
verted into a bleſſing that interpoſition of Providence which, under 


other circumſtances, might have been conſidered as a diſadvantage, - 


| by retarding the operations of your fleet. By this the evil would 
have been avoided, and the ſailors would have been completely ſa- 


ſ tisfied, But if they had ſailed, what would have been your fitu- 
: ation? They would have failed without having been ſatisfied ; and 
) what would have been the effect of inſinuations to them of your in- 
yy 


ſincerity in that ſituation, I do not chuſe to dwell upon. 


ly There is another point which makes this matter diſtreſſing to me. 
at do not know how far this buſineſs may be ſaid, even now, to be 
ol ſettled. That is a circumſtance alſo of which I cannot help com- 
* plaining, becauſe we have not a clear, fair account of this tranſac- 
J* tion. We ought to know how far the parties have come to an un- 
de- derſtanding upon this buſineſs. What has been granted of what 
ale Was aſked, and what denied, or what relinquiſhed. Let us remem- 
d. ber, that the public have a right to know theſe facts, becauſe on 
— them depends the queſtion of our future ſecurity. The people 


have a right to inſiſt that we ſhould act with wiſdom, which we ſhall 
mt unleſs we inſiſt on ſecing the real danger of our ſituation. We 
loud therefore ſhew our vigilance and earneſt deſire to ſerve the 
3 M 2 


in this ſtage of the procceding. I mean the memorial. In ſhort, . 
there is a delay of ſeven days upon neceſſary points of form which 


man foreſaw was likely to happen, and then I aſk you, whether you 


of chance, for the fleet might have ſailed before the laſt diſturbance. 
took place, had it met with a fair wind. Suppoſe this be granted; 
tien I would aſk, ought you not to provide againſt chances? It 
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public, by marking the conduct of Miniſters with our cenſure, 


Good God! look at the ſituation of this country! I have been : 
accuſed of looking at that ſituation with a deſponding eye. I can \ 
ſay, that looking at the ſituation of this country fix months ago with t 
the very worſt opinion of Miniſters, and the ſtate of the Nation, tt 
with much diffidence as to the ſoundneſs of the Conſtitution, after ar 
what had been done to deſtroy it, I thought ve were then in the pit ar 
of deſpondency ; I could hardly conceive that any thing could be T 
worſe ; but is there a man now alive who does not think that was 6 
a ſtate of proſperity compared to the preſent * Is there a man who, pi 
however gloomy and deſpondent he might have been then, who is fo 
not mueh more ſo now? Look at the ſtate of this country; look no 
at the Bank; look at Ireland; look at your laſt beſt hope, your der 
national bulwark, and then refle& on your ſituation. To what is thr 
it owing? Is it not to this? That the popular part of the Con- hot 
ſtitution has been ſacrificed to the influence of the executive? I; Mi 
it not owing to the too ſucceſsful endeavours of the ſervants of the the 
Crown to change the popular branch ſrom vigilance and jealouſy to tion 
ſupineneſs and confidence in the Monarchy? To prevail upon vou to t 
to think or act as if vou thought that ſecrecy is better than publi- no « 
city? To prevail upon you to act as if you thought that the road Hot 
that had conducted you to greatneſs muſt be abandoned, and that Hot 
you muſt now purſue another, which will inevitably conduct vou to he s. 
meanneſs? That your courſe would have bcen fo rapid in this new fair 
road, is what no man would have thought ſome time ago; but you he cc 
ſee it has. If you think that there was no fault in Miniſters, vet- gent] 
againſt the queſtion ; but if you think there has been any unneeet- matt, 
fary delay in this buſineſs, it is your duty, your country demands of then 
you to throw away any attachment you may have to Miniſters. It from 
you do not, the moſt ſanguine hope of the moſt ſanguine man in ingen 
the kingdom cannot even flatter you that you can retrieve your on it apf 
Honour. ; relate 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, he had hoped, that when tic that | 
right honourable gentleman warned the Houſe with ſo much el0- howey 
quence 2gainſt too great confidence in Miniſters, that he would alſo Admi 
have guarded them againſt giving way to animoſity and rancour. [f quence 
he thought there was danger from the friendſhip of gentlemen 3 did ex 
Miniſters, it would have been candid to have ſtated, that there v3 tion oz 
ſome impropriety in endeavouring to take the advantage of what . hate; 
peared to gentlemen to be at the beſt an error in judgement. He adviſer 
thought the charge would have been more impartial if it bad ef would 
braced theſe objects. With regard to any perſonal motive, he d&- ſuppoſe 
elared he was actuated by none in making theſe remarks. That ble of 
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the tranſaction which had given riſe to the preſent diſcuſſion, was 
one which had given the moſt poignant concern to His Majeſty's 
Miniſters, was a truth almoſt unneceſſary for him to ſtate; but 
though every perſon conneQed with Government deeply regretted 
that it ſhould have happened, yet that regret was not mixed with 
any remorſe on their own account. He could declare for himſelf, 
and he believed for all his colleagues, that they had no ſuch feeling. 
The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) had uſed the expreſſion 
« extraordinary” delay, but which, however, he changed very ra- 
pidly into ( unneceffary delay.” The tranſition was very proper, 
for the right honourable gentleman muſt have been conſcious that 
no extraordinary delay had been uſed upon this occafion ; for, in- 
deed, no meaſure had ever been forwarded more expeditiouſly 
through the Houſe. It was alſo to be recollected, that the right 
honourable gentleman had never put any queſtion to His Majeſty's 
Miniſters which could be ſuppoſed to relate, in the ſmalleſt degree, to 
the completion of the promiſes made to the ſeamen. Every queſ- 
tion that had been put by the other fide of the Houſe related merely 
to the circumſtances of the tranſaction, and ſeemed to have in view 
no other object than a communication of thoſe circumſtances to the 
Houſe. Queſtions of a ſimilar tendency had been aſked in another 
Houſe, where it was notorious no money could be voted; and when 
he ſaw certain perſons acting upon a regular plan and ſyſtem, it was 
fair for him to infer that they had the ſame object in view. Thus 
he could not help concluding, that the queſtions the right honourable 
gentleman had aſked in that Houſe had no relation to the pecuniary 
1- matters; and that a knowledge of the circumſtances was all he 
of then wanted. This was, indeed, evident from what had fallen 
| from the right honourable gentleman that night; for with all his 
ingenuity, even with the help of the event, he was not able to make 


un it appear that he had put a ny queſtion which could be ſuppoſed to 

relate to any delay in forwarding the meaſure alluded to through 
the that Houſe ; or to any danger that might ariſe from that delay. If, 
el0- 


however, the right honourable gentleman could have given a hint to 
Adminiſtration of any danger that was to be apprehended in conſe- 
quence of their delay, if he had any reaſon to ſuppoſe that danger 
did exiſt, it was ſurely his duty to have communicated his informa- 
ton or his ideas of that danger to His Majeſty's Miniſters. In 
Whatever light he ſhould take him, whether as an accuſer, or as an 
adviſer of His Majeſty's Miniſters, it was to be expected that he 
would have wiſhed to avert this dthger ; and it was impoſlible to 
ſuppoſe that he would not have ſtated what appeared to him capa- 
ble of averting it. But, notwithſtanding, whatever might be in- 
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finuated, no man breathing had reaſon to doubt, that when the flect 
went down to St. Helen's the mutiny was not completely over, and 


the ſeamen ſatisfied with the conceſſions which had been made to 
them. Was it fair, then, to argue, that His Majeſty's Miniſters ; 
ought to have ſuſpected that to happen which no man in the king- ö 
dom could poſſibly foreſee? If the right honourable gentleman c 
really thought there was ſo much danger in what he called an extra- P 
ordinary delay, though he may not be inclined to hold communica- fl 
tion with His Majeſty's Miniſters upon every occahon, he could not ti 
think it would have been very improper for him to have given them al 
a hint of what he knew, or what he ſuſpedted. It was plain the 1 
right honourable gentleman did not do this becauſe he thought the be 
danger was over. The right honourable gentleman had ſaid there tit 
were alarms in the country of the danger of a French party; ani! he ſh 
had added, that as Miniſters were convinced that this party did be 
exiſt in the country, they ought to have been on their guard, leſt the 
they ſhould again ſow the ſceds of diſcontent on board the fleet. He gre 
believed there were many very wicked perſons of that deſcription in upc 
the country ; but as he had been often blamed for ſtating there were arg 
any ſuch perſons in the kingdom, he could not help being ſurpriſcd mi: 
now that Miniſters ſhould be accuſed of not guarding futliciently not 
againſt them. He was ready to confeſs, that he had experienced time 
great ſatisfaction from one circumſtance connected with the laſt dif- His 
turbances at Portſmouth. That ſatisfadtion aroſe from a conviction ing 
that the ſeamen were not infected with Jacobiniſm. In the moment fact, 
of the greateſt exaſperation they had declared, that they would not The 
ſuffer the Crown of England to be impoſed upon, nor the glory of raliti 
the Britiſh fleet to be tarniſhed, He firmly believed, if any attempt that 
had been made to detach them from thoſe principles of loyalty and fulfil 
affection to their Sovereign, which had always diſtinguiſhed Britiſh the fl 
ſeamen, they would not have yielded to any ſuch attempt. He be- he wa 
lieved even now, that they would regard all attempts of that kind Was © 
with indignation ; but no attack of that kind had then been made ſeeing 
upon them. Some perſons, however, for whom he could not find a had t 
name, whether Jacobin or any other, ſufficiently deſcriptive of their fore t] 
wickedneſs, ſoon ſought to miſlead them. The moment the quel- Obſery, 
tion of the ſeamen's pay and proviſions was ſettled, and His Ma- Was fer 
jeſty's moſt gracious pardon granted to them, theſe perſons endes- it fory 
voured to perſuade them that the pardon was a forgery. When Mr. 
miſrepreſentations of what had paſſed on this ſubject in another dinary, 
place had been circulated abroad, their mode of attack was changed. don. 
 The-ſeamen were then told, that Parliament meant to betray them. — * 
the 


Before this n alicious falſehood was circulated amongſt them, the 
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had entertained no jealouſy, becauſe there was no ground for it; 
But did the right honourable gentleman mean to ſay, that ſome ſuch 
event as that which had unhappily occurred, might not have taken 
place if the buſineſs had been brought before Parliament ſooner 
Was the tight honourable gentleman certain that the ſame diaboli- 
cal rongues would not have invented ſome other ſtory, calculated to 
promote that confuſion which they defired ? It muſt, however, give 
the greateſt ſatisfaction to the Houſe to learn, that when the reſolu- 
tions voted on Monday laſt was ſent down to Portſmouth, favour- 
able ſymptoms of a return to duty appeared among the ſeamen. 
This was the natural conſequence of their diſcovering that they had 
been impoſed upon; and he truſted that this diſpoſition would con- 
tinue, and that all differences would be finally adjuſted when they 
ſhould learn that the Houſe had ſo completely fulfilled all that had 
been promiſed to them. It could not, however, be denied, that 
the ſeamen were ſatisfied with the grants of the Admiralty. The 
ercateſt proof of their ſatisfaction was, that they immediately ated 
upen it, by returning to their duty. It was, therefore, in vain to 
argue that the ſecond mutiny was occaſioned by any negle& of Ad- 
miniſtration : no man could tell whether that unhappy affair might 


time he was ready to allow, that if any ſuggeſtion had been made to 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, or danger to be apprehended from delay- 
ing the meaſure ſo often alluded to, they deſerved cenſure ; but, in 
tact, this danger never entered into the imagination of. any man. 
The fleet had ſailed under an impreſſion of gratitude for the libe- 
ralities of the Admiralty, and-with the fulleſt conviction that all 
| that had been promiſed to them would be completely and faithfully 
fulfiled. It was certain, that had it not been for the contrary wind, 
, the fleet would have been now at ſea. Under all theſe circumſtances 
he was convinced that the Iouſe could not agree to the motion. It 
was obvious that no cenſure could attach to Miniſters for not forc- 
ſeeing events which no other perſons in their ſituation could have 
had the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of being likely to take place. He there- 
fore thought it unneceſſary to trouble the Houſe with any farther 
obſervations on a queſtion which he could with difficulty ſuppoſe 
was ſeriouſly agitated by the honourable gentleman who had brought 
it forward. 

Mr. FOX explained. When he ſaid the delay was * extraor- 
Uinary,” he had uſed the word extraordinary in its uſual accepta- 
Un. He conſidered the delay to be extraordinary when compared 
wich the importance of the meaſure that was to be brought forward, 
Ul the neceſlity of accelerating it. There was. anather topic the 


not have happened under very different circumſtances ; at the ſame 
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right honourable gentleman had alluded to“ Jacobiniſm.“ He 
would call it fo, becauſe the term was underſtood. He was afraid 
that the right honourable gentleman meant to inſinuate that he (Mr. 
Fox) imagined that a ſpirit of Jacobiniſm exiſted in the fleet. He 
had ſtated no ſuch thing; but as His Majeſty's Minifters had always 
pretended to believe that there were a great number of perſons of 
that deſcription in the country, they were wrong in being off their 
guard as to the danger which might ariſe from ſuch perſons com- 
municating with the fleet, He was ready to acknowledge that he 
had called more particularly for an explanation of the circumſtances 
of the tranſaction at Portſmouth, than for the eſtimates being ſub. 
mitted to the Houſe ; but fo far from ſtating that he had any infor- 
mation to give to His Majeſty's Miniſters, he had only deſired to 
know their information, becauſe it might throw a different light 
upon the tranſaction. He had ſaid before, and he now repeated, 
that it would have been far better if the ſeamen had failed with a 
conviction of the promiſes made to them having been fulfilled, than 
that they ſhould fail only with the conviction that they would be 
fulfilled. - It was evident that in the former caſe none of the miſ- 
repreſentations the right honourable gentleman had alluded to, could 
have had any effect. The ſeamen would have had the act of Par- 
liament to refer to as a proof that they were falſe. 

Mr. CURWEN wiſhed to know whether the ſeamen had de- 
manded more than was granted to them by the Admiralty ? If they 
had demanded more than was granted them, and any diſaffection 
remained on that occaſion, Miniſters could not have been too expe- 

ditious in ratifying all that had been ſtipulated they ſhould obtain 

any delay in this caſe certainly deſerves the cenſure of the Houle, 

On the other hand, if every thing the ſeamen had demanded was 

granted to them by the Admiralty, he was ready to admit that His 

Majeſty's Miniſters might ſuppoſe there was no reaſon to apprehend 

b that new diſcontents would ariſe, in conſequence of the buſineſs not 

x having been laid before Parliament. If he could be convinced the 

latter was the real ſituation of the caſe, he ſhould think himfef 
bound to vote againſt the motion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he did not believe that any anſuer 
he could give to the queſtions put by the honourable gentlema 
would enable him to avail himſelf of his ſupport. The honourab# 

' gentleman had ſtated, that if His Majeſty's Miniſters had reaſon © 
think the ſeamen expected more than was granted to them by tht 
Admiralty, the propoſition for fulfilling the promiſes which had ben 
made to them, ſhould have been earlier ſubmitted to Parliamen 
After what bg had already ſaid, it was unncceſſary for him to © 


* 
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any farther into the diſcuſſion of this queſtion. He could however 
ſtate, that there was at one time more demanded by the ſeamen, 
than that upon the granting of which they returned to their duty. 

Lord GEORGE CAVENDISH ſaid, when the meaſures of 
Adminiſtration became weak or wicked, it was the duty of that 
Houſe to inſtitute an inquiry. Nobody could have more reſpect 
than he for the noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty, and he 
believed that no blame attached to him in the preſent inſtance-; but 
there was certainly a criminal neglect in Miniſters not fulfilling the 
ſtipulations which had been made by the Board of Admiralty at 
Portſmouth. It had been ſuggeſted, that the. preſent diſcuſſion 


Houſe had all the information neceſſary to enable them to decide 
upon the queſtion, 55 

Mr. WHI'TBREAD replied. He ſaid an honourable Member, 
who had ſpoken carly in the debate, deprecated agitating the queſ- 
tion, left the Houſe might come to a decifion under wrong impreſ- 
lions, a circumſtance which they might afterwards have to regret. 
I: was evident, however, that every information on the ſubject chat 
could potſibly be obtained was now before the Houſe, and there was 
much more than was neceffary to prove that a vote of cenſure ought 
to be paſſed againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters. Ihe defence ſet up 
by the honourable gentleman he underſtood to be this“ The 
* Mutiny is over; the combination of the ſeamen does not exiſt ; 
and therefore no extraordinary expedition is neceſſary in bringing 
the buſineſs before Parliament.“ He would beg leave, however, 
to remind the honourable gentleman of ſome circumſtances which 


e. he ſeemed to have overlogked. It was a fact that three of the (hips 
a at Portſmouth had remaineg all along in a ſtate of mutiny, and when 
is the reſt of the fleet ſailed; refuſed to raiſe their anchors. I was alſo 
nd well known that the ſhipsiat Plymouth remained in a ſtate of mu- 


not tiny after the Admiralty had granted the demands of the ſeamen, 
and would not believe an official ſtatement of the affair which was 
lent to them, until they ſent their delegates to hold a conference with 
thoſe of the fleet at Portſmouth, and to be ſatisfied of the truth of 
the account by a perſonal conference with them. . This ſurely was 
a proof that. the combination was not difſolved. It ſhewed, that 
there was much jealouſy entertained by the ſeamen as to the. ſince- 
ny of Government, a eireumſtance which -ought to have excited 
the vigilanee of His Majeſty's Miniſters, and made them haſten to 


was apprehended from Jacobin emiſſaries influencing the ſeamen, 


that danger was not ſolely confined to the ſhips in port luppate arty 
Vor. II. 3 N 


ought to have been poſtponed, He was of a different opinion. The 
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of theſe emiffaries had got on board the fleet, and, after it had ſailed, 
had repreſented to the ſeamen that Parliament did not intend to 
ſanction what the Board of Admiralty had ſtipulated to them, would 
not the danger to the country have been as great of a mutiny at ſea 
as at Spithead ? It would, therefore, have been well if the ſeamen 
had it in their power to fay to ſuch emiffary that his ſtatemert was 
falſe. The orders under which Admiral Colpoys had aQed, were 
iſſued before the ſeamen were convinced that the promiſe made to 
them were to be fulfilled. If the intelligence of this ſecond mu- 
tiny were to reach Admiral Jervis's fleet before the intelligence of 
a reconciliation having taken place, the event might be fatal, indeed, 
to the country. That Houſe would negle& their duty, if they did 
not come to a vote of cenſure upon His Majeſty's Minifters for the 
neglect of theirs. It had been ſaid that he had been indecifive as 
to whom he meant his motion to be directed againſt. He was 
ready to declare that he meant it to apply to the Chancellor of the 
Exehequer alone, becauſe he conceived all the other Miniſters ſu- 
Þordinate to him, and to be completely under his control. 
The Houſe then divided: For the motion, 63; Againſt it, 237. 
Majority, 174- 


| Lift of the Minority who voted for a cenſure upan Miniſters. 


Aubrey, Sir ]. Hobhouſe, B. 
Barclay, G. Jefferys, N. 
Barham, E. Jekyll, J. 
Baſtard, J. P. Jervoiſe, C. ]. 
Beauclerk, C. G. — many Sir W. 
Bird, W. W. ight, R. P. 
Bouverie, Honourable E. Ia. ]: 
_ Brogden, 95 * Leiceſter, Sir J. 
Burdett, Sir F. Lemon, 171 
Byng, 8. N Lloyd, J. M . 
-Cavendiſh, Lord G. Milbanke, R. 
e Colhoun, W. Milner, Sir W. 
© Coke, T. W. North, D. 
Combe, H. C. Northey, W, 
Courtenay, J. | Peirſe, H. 
oc Onghty, Sir J. Phillips, G. 
Crewe, J. Plumer, W. 
„Denniſ e W. Pulteney, Sir W. 
ner e | Rawdon, Honourable ]. 
G Fuspatrick, General 1 &: if 
0m N dir H. | „Sir M. W. 
o Foley, Rei Lord . 
2 Fox, CE ht Hon. c. J. Ruſſell, Lord 
n. Ges, Ctarle St, John, St. A. 


1qoiHaej , qd ms Sheridan, R. B. 
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Shuckburgh, Sir G. Walpole, Colonel 
Smith, W. Walwyn, J. 
Spencer, Lord R. Weſtern, C. C. 
Start, C. Wilkins, W. 
Tarleton, General Williams, Owen 
Tierney, G. Winnington, Sir E. 
Vyner, R. 


TELLERS—S, Whitbread, and C. Curwen. 


* 


Thurſday, 11th May. 


No debate. 


Friday, 12th May. Hh 

Lord MILFORD brought up the Report of the Committee ap- 1 
pointed to try the merits of the Canterbury petition, by which it ap- ! i 
peared, that the Committee had declared, that John Baker and Sa- | "Pf 
muel Sawbridge, Eſqrs. had been unduly elected; and, that George | 1 
Gips, Eſq. and Sir John Honey wood, ought to have been returned; 6 1 
and that the petition of John Baker and Samuel Sawbridge was not pb it | 
N frivolous or vexatious, nor the petition in oppoſition to them; but, 1 io 4 
that the petition of fourteen freemen of the city of Canterbury was 4 in 
fraudulent, and was, therefore, declared frivolous and vexatious. | 1 
The Deputy Clerk of the Crown then attended, and amended the ii 5 
return ; and leave was given to queſtion their election within 4 1 


fourteen days. 8 | 

Mr. WILB. BOOTLE moved, that the Report on the latter 
petition be laid before the Houſe. Ordered. | 

Mr. HENNIKER MAJOR having moved, that the report of 
the Vagrant bill, including ſome additional clauſes, be received, 

Mr. POWYS oppoſed its reception, on account of a clauſe which 
would enable Magiſtrates to relieve poor perſons, apprehended as 
vagrants, without previouſly inflicting upon them corporal puniſh= 
ment, as required by the preſent law upon the ſubject. He be- 
lived, however, that the honourable mover of the claufe had been 
Influenced by motives of humanity. IX; am” 

Mr. WHITBREAD, who had introduced the clauſe, denied 
that he had acted upon motives of humanity ſolely. T be clauſe 
vas due to mankind in point of juſtice ; and ſo much was the ab- 
ſurd cruelty of the old law reprobated, that he knew ſevera} Ma- 
giſtrates who could not in their conſciences:obey it, and who had 
achually infringed the law, that they might not commit oppteſſion 
and injuſtice. Poor perſons, travelling from place to plac Were 
earemely liable to be delayed by ſickneſs or accident, till theix little 
ſtock of money was exhauſted, and, being ignorant of the proper 
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modes of applying for retief, they had no other aſternative than to 
beg, or to die of want upon the road. Was it proper that ſuc; 
perſons ſhould be whipped and impriſoned for the offence of begging 
a few halfpence? The clauſe would not ſhelter perſons of a con- 
trary deſcription, who might be criminally vagrants, but would folcly 
enable Magjſtrates to excreiſe their diſcretion, by diſtinguiſhing the 
unfortunate from the vicious. 

Mr. HENNIKER MAJOR, Mr. MAINWARING, and 
Mr. M. A. TAYLOR, defended the clauſe ; and Mr. Taylor 
ſaid, that, as a Magittrate, he never had acted upon the preſent 
ſevere law, and never could. 

Mr. .COURTENAY was aſtoniſhed to hear of any objection 
to it. 

Mr. VANSITTART faid a few. words, after which the Houſe 
divided. For the elauſe, 32; Againſt it, 7. The report we: 
then received. 


Aondiy 15th May. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE roſe, purſuant to his notice, and faic, 


that he was about to bring under the confideration of the Houſe, « 
ſubjeQ fo well known, and often diſeuſſed, as to render it altoge- 
ther unneceſſary to trouble them at any great length. It was a 
ſubject that had been nine years before the Houſe, in the courſe of 
which he need not remind them, that the Houſe at one time came to 
a. clear and explicit refolution, that the Slave ']'rade ſhould de 
aboliſhed the iſt of January, 1796, | 

This it was well known had not been effcRcd ; and fo recenty 
as this ſeſſion the Houſe had voted an addreſs to His Majeftr, 
avowedly tending only to a gradual abolition. He now, thercfote, 
called on the Houſe to reviſe thefe reſolutions, and as they valued 
their conſiſtency, to adopt the motion with which he fhould con- 
clude. Some might conceive, and, perhaps, would attempt to urge, 
that the Houſe was bound by the addreſs then voted, and that his 
preſent propoſition would be incompetent with that refolution. This 
however, he denied, and contended that both were perfectly r- 
cqncileable. 

The Houſe, he ſaid, had been blamed for too much feeling © 
this ſubject. He, on the contrary, thought them liable to an opp® 
ſite charge, conceiving that in many the paſſages of the heart vr 
ſtopped by the prevailing influence of a ſpirit of traffic. From th 
operation of this principle, they had been induced to aequieſer ! 
the continuation of a trade avowedly incompatible with juſtice, * 
mnnity, and ſound policy ; in conſequence of which, nearly c 
1 
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third of the habitable globe was conſigned to ignorance and 
bondage. Such were the odious effects of this daleful ſyſtem that 
he could attribute the preſent ſtate of the colonies, and the terrible 
mortality that had taken place there, to nothing but divine ven- 
ceance for the guilt of continuing it. 

* Unleſs the Houfe were loſt to its own character, it would imme- 
diately adopt ſuch meaſures as conſiſtently with its former vote would 
Jead fo a ſpeedy termination of this trade, which had ſubfiſted only 
to our injury and diſgrace. He then took a particular review of 
all the proceedings of the Houſe on this ſubject, from the firſt agi- 
tation of the queſtion to the late vote for an addreſs to His Majeſty, 
relative to a gradual abolition, which he contended would turn out, 
unleſs it were followed by ſuch a vote as he meant to propoſe, to be 
wholly inefficient and nugatory. The Houſe was not.only urged 
by theſe motives to take ſome deciſive ſtep, but by a regard to the 
ſentiments of the public, who felt the utmoſt ſurprize at the long de- 
lay that had taken place ſince the Houſe firſt came to a reſolution 
on the ſubject: this could only be attributed to the over-ruling in- 
fluence of the commercial ſpirit, which abſorded every liberal and 
humane ſentiment. He had heard lately one objection urged to 
his plan, to which he wiſhed to give an anſwer. It was ſaid, that 
1 celebrated character, a gentleman of very high authority (Mr, 
Burke), though he once entertained the {ame object, yet did not pro- 
poſe fimilar means to obtain it. The fact was, however, that this 
gentieman's plan did not relate to the Slave Trade, but to the exiſ- 
tence of ſlavery, which in the beneficence of his nature he naturally 
wiſhed to ceaſe, With the great facts of the preſent cafe he was 
unacquainted, and fought not to arreſt the wrongs of Africa, but to 
iſſeminate liberty in the colonies. Having different objects, it was 
therefore no objection to either that they adopted different means to 
obtain them. He coneluded by faying, he ſhould move, * for 
leave to bring in a bill to aboliſh the Slave Trade, at a time to 
* be limited :” and, as a neceffary preliminary to that motion, he 
moved in the firſt place, “ That the Houſe do now reſolve itſelf 
* into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of that 
“ motion.” 

Mr. ELLIS oppoſed the motion. If the advantage of the trade 
was diſputable, the Planters were the moſt obſtinate men alive; 
for they had expended half a million in purchaiing Slaves fince they 
vere adviſed not to do ſo. The queſtion was, whether the trade 
ſhould be carried on by this country in ſhips proper for the receptiou 
of the Slaves, and under reſponſible Captains, or ſhould become. 2 
oontraband traffic in ſmall veſſels, managed by perſons under 15 
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control whatever? Mr. Ellis reprobated the effects produced in 
Africa by this trade, and doubted whether commerce was really ſo 
great a bleſſing as was ſtated ; our viſits to uncivilized nations were 
accompanied by preſents of brandy and fire-arms ; thus their fero- 
cious paſſions were irritated, and they were at the ſame time pu- 
niſhed with the means of indulging them; the deſolation of one 
quarter of the globe had been the conſequence of this exceſſive ſpirit 
of commerce; yet, while human nature remained at it was, the 
continuance of this traffic was indiſpenſable. Perhaps the Weſt 
Indies might be towards Africa a ſort of Botany Bay; a place to 
which the honourable gentleman would probably wiſh to ſend the 
Planters. Mr. Ellis concluded by obſerving, that the Negroes in 
the Weſt Indies did not defire the abolition, for they conſidered any 
obſtacle to the importation of new Slaves as a prolongation and in- 
creaſe of their preſent labours. 

Mr. BENJAMIN HOBHOUSE roſe, and ſpoke as follows: 
Mr. Speaker, this ſubje has been ſo often diſcuſſed within theſe 
walls, that ſcarcely any thing new can be adduced. But as I had 
not, until lately, the honour of a feat in Parliament, and conſe- 
quently no opportunity of delivering my ſentiments on this very im- 
portant queſtion, I hope I ſhall ſtand excuſed for treſpaſſing a ſhort 
time upon the attention of the Houſe. 

There is nothing, in my judgement, Sir, ſo nefarious as a trade 
in human blood. It is wrong in principle—it admits of no mo- 
dification—the immediate abolition of it is loudly called for by 
every conſideration of religion, morality, and even of ſound policy. 

I have no intention, Sir, to examine al] the arguments which 
have ſo often been brought forward in defence of the ſlave trade, 
but ſhall confine my remarks to thoſe upon which moſt ſtrefs ſeems 
to have been laid. 

The Planters have always contended, that if the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment ſhould paſs the inſtantaneous abolition of the Slave Trade into 
a law, they ſhould ſuffer great injury for want of freſh ſupplies of 
Negroes. Undoubtedly, Sir, the Planters would ſuſtain ſome loſs 
until they had ſuſtituted machinery, and ſome of the various methods 
of faciliating labour; but my opinion in favour of ſuch abolition is 
not on that account in the leaſt degree weakened, neither do I think 
that they are entitled to any compenſation. The perſon, who en- 
gages in any ſpecies of merchandize, takes upon himſelf the riſk of 
its being ſuſpended, or even annihilated, by the legiſlative powers, 
whenever it ſhall appear to them conducive to the public welfare, o 
incompatible with the rights of juſtice and humanity ; on no other 
principles could legiſlation be conducted. 1 
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But the argument moſt infiſted upon in our laſt diſcuſſion of this 
queſtion, was, the impracticability of enforcing the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, even ſhould the Houſe determine upon that meaſure. 
Who are the gentlemen, Sir, who preſs 'this obſervation upon the 
Houſe? The Planters. I mean not to ſpeak diſreſpectfully of rhis 
body of gentlemen, but I muſt own that there appears to me an in- 
conſiſtency in their reaſoning. If they ſay that this country cannot 
prevent importations of Negroes into the iſlands, let them no longer 
complain that the abolition of the trade would injure them by cutting 
off all freſh ſupplies. For my own part, I am perſuaded, Sir, that 
Britiſh force, vigilantly exerted, is fully capable of fruſtrating every 
attempt to land Negro cargoes ; nay, the Planters themſelves, what- 
ever may be the language we now hold-out, are as well convinced 
of it as myſelf. Have they not uniformly and vigorouſly reliſted 
every motion for the deſtruction of this trade from the firſt moment 
that the application was made to Parliament, to the preſent hour ? 
Were they under the influence of the notion that the power of Eng- 
land could not prevent freſh imports of Slaves, would they, with 
ſuch zeal and unabating perſeverance, have oppoſed every endeavour 
to terminate this deteſtable traffic? Certainly not. But, at all 
events, the experiment is worth the trial. If the abolition of the 
trade ſhould be voted by Parliament, and it ſhoutd be found im- 
practicable to ſmuggle African Negroes into the Weſt- India Iſlands, 
what would be the happy conſequence? The Planters would feel 
it their intereſt to render the lives of the Slaves in the iſlands more 
comfortable. They would attend to the proper proportion between 
the ſexes of the Negroes, they would promote marriage with one 
woman as the moſt fertile means of propagation, they would rear 
the progeny with care and kindneſs. But if, according to the vote 
of the other night, we commit the whole affair into the hands of the 
Colonial Legiſlatures, what is to be expected? Some regulations 
may be made in behalf of the Slave, but they will be of no avail 
to him, becauſe it will be the intereſt only of himſelf to ſee them 
executed, Will he dare reſort to a legal remedy for the ill uſage he 
has received from his maſter, who has it in his' power to embitter his 
exiſtence by a thouſand methods beyond the reach of any law ? No; 
Sit. The greateſt praQical oppreſſion may exiſt with a theoretical 
perfection of law. Let us, then, aid the ſcheme of the Planter for 
the melioration of the condition of his Slaves, by deſtroying the trade 
_ part, and thus making his intereſt and duty to go hand in 


I have hitherto argued, Sir, upon the ſuppoſition, that the pre- 
Vendon of all freſh ſupplies is perfectly practicable, of which I ds 
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not entertain the leaſt doubt myſelf; but admit that I am miſtaken, 
we ſhall, by voting the abolition of the trade, have wiped out a 
foul blot from our national character; we ſhall have endeavoured 
to raiſe a portion of reaſonable. beings from a degraded ſtate of bru- 
tality ; we ſhall have uſed our utmolt exertions to remove a ſiron- 
impediment to the civilization and improvement of one quarter 8 
the world. Africa, while it is made a market for Slaves, cannot 
be free; cannot, indeed, emerge from the barbariſin in which ſlie is 
at preſent plunged. * . 

Mr. SWELL ſpoke decidedly againſt the motion; by adopting 
which, he faid, the Houſe would act inconfifgaty with the reſoly- 
tion it had come to a ſhort time before the Eaſter halidays, by which 
the Aſſemblies of the Weſt: India Colonies were to be addreſſed on 
the ſubject of improving the ſituation of the Slaves. If the African 
trade was aboliſhed by England, it would be immediately taken up 
by Spain. Indeed, that Court was at preſent encouraging both its 
own ſubjects and foreigners, to introduce Negroes from Africa into 
its Colonics in the Weſt Indies, and from this ſource the Britiſh 
1tlands would be ſupplied. The trade would certainly ceaſe in the 
courſe of time; but that could not be until all the lands belonging 
to the Planters were in a ſtate of cultivation. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid, that if the Slave Trade was 

not to ceaſe till all the waſte lands of the 'colonics ſhould be culii- 
vated, the abolitiun would never be perceived evt by our remoteſt 
poſterity. Atter taking notice of the inefficacy of the provitions al- 
ready made for the melioration of the condition of the Slaves, he 
concluding with ſupporting the motion. 

Colonel GASCOIGN oppoſed the intended bill. He alf 
ſtated, that the merchants who had been ſtigmatized with the epi- 
thets inhuman, cruel, &. conducted themſelves in a very different 
manner; for at Liverpool, a meeting was called in which it was te- 
ſolved, that no ſhip ſhould be allowed to clear out, whoſe Captain 
and owners had not entered into an engagement under a penalty of 
10001. that they would fulfil every part of the act which had been wun 4} 
paſſed for the regulation of the Middle Paſſage, even after that at had thy 
had expired. | huet. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T denied that the motion then before the Donny 
Houſe was inconſiſtent with the reſolution which had paſſed ſome neigh, 
time before. On the contrary, they both led to the very ſame env 
though they might differ in the means of accompliſhing it. The 
motion of his honourable friend looked to a gradual abolition, vl 
would be forwarded by any internal regulations which ſhould be 
adopted by the Colonial Legiſlatures, in conſequence of the added 
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of that Houſe, With reſpect to waiting till the lands in the Colo- 
nies were cultivated, it was the ſame thing as founding a new Negro 
Colony, and the object of abolition would never be accompliſhed by 
waiting for ſuch an event. In that very ſtatement he found an ad- 
miſſion, that in ſome parts of the Colonies which were well culti- 
vated, the neceſſity of importation did not exiſt. This circum- 
ſtance he was glad to hear, becauſe by that means it appeared that 
there was no want of population in the old and well-cultivated 
Colonies. With reſpect to an act of the Britiſh Parliament not 
being able to prevent ſmuggling, he would aſk, if the example of 
this country could do nothing? But if the Houſe thought the trade 
was one which, on the principles of juſtice and humanity, ought to 
be put an end to, fo far, at leaſt, as not to be ſanctioned by Parlia- 
ment, would they, becauſe it could not be prohibited in fate, hold 
out encouragement to it? Was there no difference between a pro- 
hibited and a protected trade? It was to the encouragement of Par- 
liament that the trade owed its exiſtenee; it was only by the diſ- 
courage ment of Parliament, then, that it muſt be continued. Under 
this view of the ſubject, he muſt vote, as he had done on every for- 
mer occafion, for his honourable friend's propoſition. He would 
juſt add, that, as far as the preſent was a queſtion of policy, he 
cone ived that the future ſafety of the iſlands themſelves was a 
ſuthcient reaſon to induce gentlemen to vote for the abolition. 

Mr. B. EDWAKDS faid, that the honourable mover had 
taken the ſceprre from the hands of the Almighty, when he ſaid, 
tht the Divine vengeance was now inflicted on the Weſt-India 
Ilands. He had forgotten, in this initance, the words of the poet: 


« Let nut my weak preſumptuous hand 
* „ Attempt thy bolts to throw, 
&« Or deal damnation round the land 


ef « On cach I deem thy foe.” 

y of The honourable gentleman had dealt his damnation ſomewhat 
deen un u; but if he had recollected how many widows and orphans 
tat had their lait ſtake in Weſt-India property, he would not, perhaps, 


hae been ſo vehement in his indignation. He did not ſuppoſe the 
honourable gentleman capable of bearing falſe witneſs againſt his 
nevohbour, but he ought not to have liſtened to the falſe and ſcan- 
dus {tories of thoſe who did ſo. If he was deſirous of exereiſing 
lis humanity, he might meet many objects in this country; and in 
the metropolis, he had nothing to do but walk the ſtreets, and he 
would even meet a race of blacks as worthy of his benevolent at- 
tention as thoſe in the Weſt Indies, namely, the chimney-{weepers. 
Vor. II. 30 | 
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The propoſition of the honourable gentleman was likely to pro. 
duce the greateſt miſchiefs. The Government of France had 
been deſtroyed by that country having interfered in the concerns of 
America. A bill for the abolition of the trade would emancipate 
the Negroes : it would do more; it would cauſe them to rife in in. 
ſurrection. The rebellion of St. Domingo, as he could aſſert fron; 
his own knowledge, was owing to the meaſures that had been agi. 
tated in France by thoſe who called themſelves Les Amis des Miu; 
and this ought to be a ſerious leſſon to the Houſe. 

Mr. CANNING ſupported the motion. 

General TARLETON was always of opinion, as well as at that 
moment, that the abolition of the Slave Trade was improper. He 
was an advocate for reform, but did not think it ſhould begin by in- 


juring the Weſt-India merchants. 
Sir WILLIAM YOUNG faid, that the meaſure propoſed by 


Weſt Indies, and he would not live in any country where he ſhould 
be obliged to ſubmit to ſuch a law. 


Mr. BARHAM faid, that the preſent would defeat the late we! 
meaſure reſolved on by the Houſe ; and it would be nugntory and he 
ineffectual. 


Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN obſerved on the condud of the 
merchants in having adopted the meaſures of the Slave-carrying 
Bill, even after it expired, although at the time, when he had the 
honour of preſenting that bill to the Houſe, it had been as violently 
oppoſed as the motion then before them ; and it had been faid, that 
it would ruin the trade. This circumftance was the ſtrongeſt arp!- 
ment to ſhew, that the abolition would not be attended with thee 
conſequences which were ſtated as likely to reſult from it. He vi 
therefore urge the ſupporters of the Slave Trade to aboliſh it on 
their own principles and practice. Let lcave be given to bring in 
the bill, and then the manner and limitations of it would be ſet. 
tled in the Committee. 

Mr. FOX took notice of and anſwered all the arguments that 
had been urged againſt the motion. He obſerved, amongſt mat) 
things, that it was curious to obſerve the courſe which the advocate 
for the trade had taken from time to time. At firſt the Slave 
Trade was defended by quotations from Holy Writ, and alfo from 
the authority of antient Philoſophers, Ariſtotle among the reft. lt 
was ſtated to be conducive to the happineſs of part of the hum 
race, and particularly the inhabitants of Africa. That was 10 
given up. The trade was, by all deſcriptions of men, admitted d 
be contrary to common juſtice and to right. Not much, howevel, 
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had been practically gained; for now the promoters of the trade, 
ſinding they could not defend it upon its own principle, hypoeriti- 
cally canted againſt the principle, but ſtill continued the practice ; at 
leaft ſo the Houſe had ated by allowing the trade to be carried on. 
It was now allowed that the trade was unjuft ; but the Houſe muſt 
not try to put an end to that injuſtice. What was the nature of 
that truth, the declaration of which by the Britiſh Pariiament muſt 
tend to evil? This was like the argument that was urged againſt 
the people cailing for peace ; they were told, that aſking for peace 
was a ſure way to continue the war. Now atking for the abolition 
of the African Trade, was a fure way to continue it. This was, 
in other words, ſaving, that plain failing would not do; that we 
muſt tack and fail againſi the wind, for that going directly with it 
was bad failing. That when the Houſe of Commons means to do 
any one thing, it muſt always profeſs to have ſomething elſe in view. 
He diſapproved of ſuch policy, and therefpre he was a friend to the 
preſent meaſure, He had heard it ſaid, that the Legiſlature of 
the country ſhouid not control the culonies ; and that if the attempt 
were made, the colonies ought to reſiſt. This reminded him of what 
he (aid in the courſe of two bills of memorable character which had 
wen paſied into law. He Id ſaid on that occaſion ſomething of 
{million being a queſtion of prudence and morality, and not of 
ate. Some perſons thought hie went tov tar, and eſpecially many 
„ho ſupported the Slave Trade; and yet the advocates for that 
rade now maintained the ſame doArine in ſupport of that trade. It 
Wis ſingular enough that his principle of reſiſtance in ſupport of 
erty at home was to be deemed alarming, and that reſiſtance to 
law was only to be called forch in defence of flavery. That we 
mult not draw the ſword in favour of our Liberty, when attacked 
by an act of Parliament: but the ſword was allowed to be drawn 
in favour of the African Slave Trade, if Parliament attempted to 
voliſh it. With regard to the queſtion of Jegiſlating for the 
colonies, he had no difficulty in repeating what he had ſaid on 
tormer occaſions, that if we could not continue our connection with 
the plantations without continuing alſo the Slave Trade, it would be 
more to the honour, and finally to the advantage of Great Britain, 
diſcontinue the connection altogether. In ſupporting the motion 
bor abolitica, he had two objects in view; the firſt was to put an 
end to the foul diſgrace that attached to this country ; the next was, 
to relieve the diſtracted continent of Africa. He conceived there 
Nas a material difference between abolition and emancipation. The 
lat. be certainly was, in the preſent ſtate of the colonies, averſe 
o, ner could it be produced by the former. But ſure he was, 
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equally deſerving of cenſure. In a queſtion which depended ſo much 
upon evidence, and upon conſiderations of a very extenſive nature, 
he was deſirous to abſtain from preliminary matter, to avoid any diſ- 
cuſſion unconnected with the ſubject, and in what he had to urge, 
rather ſtate facts for the judgement of the Houſe, reſerving that pri- 
vilege uſually allowed of reply, in order to ſupply what may be re- 
quifite of explanation or of comment. Before he procceded to open 
the nature of his propoſitions, he ſhould ſtate the difference of opinion 
botween him and, he believed, the whole of the Committee. The 
object of its inveſtigations comprehended two points. 1ſt, The ne- 
eeſutr of the Order in Council ; and, 2d, The caufes by which it 
had been produced. It was upon the firſt point that the difference 
alluded to exiſted. He had thought, and in this he did not know. 
that any one in the Committee agreed with him, that the Order of 
Council was not proper, and was not neceſſary. This opinion was 
founded upon the cloſeſt obſervation of the ſtate of the Bank, and 
from a thorough conviction, that the interference of power was not 
the remedy by which its embarraſſments could be obviated ; that 
titis mode in its operation tended to enhance the evil, and increafe 
the difficulties of repairing it; at leaſt he was ſure that he would 
cozounter leſs oppoſition when he aſſerted that the interenee of power 
ought not to have been applied but in the laſt extremity. The 
exact account of the caſh in the Bank had not been before the Com- 
mittee, but from the documents it poſſeſſed it could be ſeen, that 
though the run upon the Bank had continued for another month in 
the ſame proportion, as during the ſame period before, that the caſh 
of the Bank would not have been fo low as in the year 1 783, when 
no application to Government had been thought neceſſary; but 
when even in the accelerated proportion of the laſt week preceding 
| the order, and the two laſt days of that week, the caſh of the Bank 


: might have been ſufficient *or another weck, and atturded room for 
1 employing expedients to procure farther ſupplics ; and to prevent 
0 aitogether the neceſſity of the application, he could not admit the 
i neceſſity in which the Committee had coneurred. His opinion of 
58 the miſchievous tendency of the interference of Government in the 


affairs of the Bank was ſo ſtrong, that he could not ſubſeribe to the 
opinion of the neceſſity for the Order in Council, and the incon- 
veniences which might have ariſen from rejecting this expedient 
Were more eaſy to be repaired, than the fatal effects which he con- 
ceived to ariſe from the principle of the interference of Government 
io ſuſpend the functions of the Bank. So much in explanation of 
his differing from the reſt of the Committee. The Committee 
ated, that whatever might be the effects of other cauſes, whether 
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progreſſive or likely to ceaſe, the dread of invaſion oecafioned the 
drain which reduced the Bank to the necefiity of ſuſpending their 
money payments. What he imputed, however, as an article of 
ſerious charge againſt the Chancellor of the Exch=quer was this, 
that prior to this period the affairs of the Bank were fo reduced. 
that a drain, which, in other circumſtances would not have produced 
this effect, had, in this inſtance, oecaſioned the immediate neceſſity 
of ſtopping payment. Inſtead of taking meaſures to counteract 
this danger, inſtead of exerting hiinſelf to provide a remedy for 
the evil which he had rendered probable, he complained that the 
Chancellor of the Exchcquer had aggravated and accelerated the 
cauſcs by which the event was ultimately produced. 10 ſupport 
this heavy and important charge, he called the attention oi the Houſe 
to the evidence on the table, In the end of 1794, and beginning 
of 1705, the Bank, feeling the bad effects of the drain by forcign 
remittances, which they had already experienced, became {eriouliy 
alarmed at the conſequences which might enſue from a new loan to 
the Emperor, and they made ſtrong repreſentations to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer on the ſubject upon the 15th of January 1 795. 
In this repreſentation they likewiſe ſtated the inconveniences they 
felt from the amount of their advances to Government, eſpecially 
upon I'reaſury Bills, a ſpecics of ſecurity new, at leaſt, in the cxrent 
to which it had been carried during the preſent Adminiſtiation. Ihe 
Chancellor of the Exchequer thanked them for this communication, 
and particularly promiſed to reduce the amount of advances en 
Treafury Bills, but that this could not be done till after the ſirſt pay- 
ment on the loan. The miſchief of advances on Treaſury Pills 
had been felt by the Bank; they wiſhed to be indemnfied ter the 
ſams tl:cy had advanced contrary to their original Conſtitution and 
to the wiſe regulations of the ſtatute of King William. Inſtcad 
of an indemnification, however, a clauſe repealing the whole ot the 
exiſting fimitation was introduced into a loan bill without notice, 
without explanation, without any thing to direct the attention ct 
the Houſe to its nature and object. The ſum to which the limita- 
tion was defired by the Bank was 500,000. but inſtead of this 
every reſtriction was removed by a clauſe, which in paſſing might 
have juſtified a charge of remiſſneſs againſt the Houſe, did they not 
find an excuſe in the extraordinary manner in which the bulinels 
had been managed. It was important, however, to obſerve the 
period at which the repreſentation of the Bank for repayment of theit 
advances was made. It was a month before the Chancellor of te 
Exchequer had made his arrangements for bringing forward ls 
budget, and when he had full time to ſettle every thing necefary ® 
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the accompliſhment of the object which the Bank had ſolicited, 
and which he had promiſed to perform. Upon the third of Fe- 
bruary the Budget was opened. The Chancellor o- the Exchequer, 
with the pompous parade of our reſources, reſted the hopes of ſucceſs 
in the unfortunate and diſaſtrous conteſt in which we are engaged, 
upon the rapid decay of the French Finances. The arguments 
upon which he ſupported this concluſion, were drawn from ſtate- 
ments of the caſh and paper circulation in France, and the ruin 
which the diſproportion would produce. The caſh at the utmoſt, 
he ſtated at 90 millions, and the paper at 130 millions. When 
ſuch was the reaſoning upon which he proceeded in viewing the ſtate 
of our eneiny, he was particularly bound to attend to our domeſtic 
ſituation. The repreſentations of the Bank were before him. On 
the principles and arguments he then employed, it was more parti- 
cularly his duty to have provided againſt evils which were held out 
to him, and which threatened ruin to public credit upon the very 
data, which, with regard to France, he ſo ſtrongly preſſed. He 
did no ſuch thing, however. Though in anſwer to the repreſenta- 
tion of the 1 5th of Janvary, he had promiſed to pay off part of the 
advances due by Government; by a new repreſentation, on the 
16th of April, he was reminded of his promiſe of payment from the 
firſt inſtalment of the new loan. What excuſe then is he to make 
lur this breach of faith? Ir was contained in his written anſwer to 
the laſt repreſentation. He admits the propricty of the demand, 
but he ſays, „ that in the multiplicity of buſineſs it was forgotten.” 
A promiſe, ſo material as this, to an important body, fo repeatedly 
and earneſtly urged, was forgotten! The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, who boaſted of more accurate eſtimates, and more complete 
proviſion for the public expence than any of his predeceſſors in 
office, quite omits an article of more than two millions, he neglects 
the demands of the Bank, be expoſes to hazard the intereſts of the 
nation, and the excuſe for all this is, that it was forgotten! He 
begged to call the attention of the Houſe to the minutes, containing 
the anſwers of the Chancellor of the Exchequer in converſation 
upon the ſubject with the Directors of the Bank. "Theſe minutes 
had been talked of in the Houſe, as what were called the anſwers of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. They were taken, indeed, with- 
out his knowledge, after the converfation had taken place, but by 
thoſe who were not likely to repreſent them to his difadvantage. 
That they were not evidence on a trial, was a plea that would be 
admitted; but would the right honourable gentleman deny that they 
eontained the ſubſtance of his-anſwers ? Till this was formally de- 
ed, all the arguments on their intormality would have very little 
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weight. But it was unneceſſary to dwell on this point, becauſe the 
written anſwers were ſufficient. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
writes that the demands of the Bank ſhould be complicd with out 
of hand, and that he ſhould immediately give directions for partial 
payments to be made. The debt on Treaſury Bills, however, con- 
tinued to increaſe, and on the 5th of June, 1795, the Bank repre. 
ſented that their debt on this head amounted to 1,200,000]. and 
on the Zoth of July they repreſent their determination to order 
their caſhier to refuſe payment of theſe bills when they exceeded x cl 
certain amount, but that they depended upon his promiſes to reduce 
its amount. In anſwer to this, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ſays, © that the warrants are nearly ready.” Though the Bank re- 
preſented on the 3oth of July, that the drain upon them was tuch as 
made it deſirable for them to reduce their credits—with the danger 
of all this before him, and the aſſurance of the Bank, that they 
would be compelled to narrow their accommodations, they reccived 
a letter containing a new demand for advances on the Conſolidated 
Fund. The Bank returned an anſwer, ſtating the inconveniences 
under which they laboured, in conſequence of theſe advances, their 
determination to limit their amount, but agreeing to wait till No- 
vember, on condition that meaſures ſhould then be taken for their 
repayment. To this the Chancellor of the Exchequer returned an 
anſwer, ſtating that he agreed to the conditions, and that he ſhould 
take care they ſhould be complied with. Notwithſtanding this pro- 
| miſe, the Bank are obliged, on the 8th of October, to repeat their 
complaint, as the ſums due to them were not diſcharged. They 
ſtated the drain in gold and bullion which had taken place; that 
the laſt advances had been made with great reluctanee; and that it 
meaſures of caution were not purſued, the moſt fatal conſequences 
were to be apprehended. They repreſented the loan to the Emperor 
as a drain which could not be ſuſtained : and when, in anſwer, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer faid he had no intention to bring for- 
ward an Imperial Loan, the intimation was received with the utmoſt 
ſatisfaction by the Governor of the Bank, who ſaid that if another 
took place it would go near to ruin them. The Chancellor of the 


a0 
Exchequer likewiſe added that the bills from abroad would continue "ag 
two months longer, and no more. Amidſt repeated repreſentations he . 
Or 


rene wed promiſes, and uniform breach of faith on the part of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the meeting of Parliament on the 
29th October, 1795, arrived. The Bank again ſtate their alarms, 
and preſs for payment. In November they repreſent their fears from 
the drain which had taken place for foreign remittances, that theſ 
would be obliged to refuſe any advances, even upon the vote of cic- 
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dit, To this the Chancellor of the Exchequer anſwered, that there 
was no intention of any Imperial Loan, and that he ſhould abandon 
every conſideration that was inconfiſtent with their ſecurity. On 
the th of December, the financial arrangements for the year wer 
brought forward. Again the diſtreſſes of France are contraſted with 
our flouriſhing ſituation. Upon that occaſion, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer juſtly obſerved, "That our proſperity reſted upon a 
ſteady adherence to the financial principles which our anceſtors had 
chabliſned, and by accompanving the vigorous efforts we were bound 
to exert at preſent with ſalutary proviſions for the future.” Was not 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer then bound to make fome proviſion 
for the demands of the Bank, and for the ſecurity of our regular ſyſtem 
of finance, which his negle& threatened to overinrow? He had 
failed in his former promiſes of payment ; here again he had neg- 
lected to make any provition for the Pank. In conſequence of 
another application, however, he informs the Pank that he ſhould 
make a payment of a ſurplus to a certain extent, out of funds which 
he had deſtined for other purpoſes. Laſt vear he had charged the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer with having diverted the grants of Par- 
lament in contempt of the Act of Appropriation ; here, in anſwer 
to the Bank, he avowed his neglect in making proviſion, and his 
determination to diſcharge part of their advances from funds, which 
not lie but Parliament had deſtined for other ſervices. Upon theſe 
different points he ſhould not have dwelt ſo long, if he had been 
quite ſure that gentlemen had read the Reports of the Committee ; 
but now he came to that period when a new loan was made, the 
man object of Which was the payment of the advances made by 
the Bank. The reaſon then aſſigned for this meaſure was, that it 
would relieve circulation, and enable the Bank to enlarge their ac- 
commodation to commerce, He knew it was not regular to refer 
£ t theſe documents, printed as debates of the Houſe, becauſe they 
were not conſidered as authentic, and were even contrary to the or- 
ders of the Houſe ; but if theſe debates were at all correct, it was 
upon a budget, and if gentlemen would look at the ſpeech of the 
gat honourable gentleman, they would find that it confirmed the 
count which he here gave of it, but could not regularly quote. 
From the evidence of Mr. Boſanquet it appeared, that part of the 
ſums for the payment of which this money was granted, had not 
been paid off, Something like altercation had taken place on this 
lubject on a former night, and it was contended that this was owing 
© the Bank not having availed themſelves of the option in the act of 
lubſeribing their Exchequer Bills in payment of their ſhare. But 


n fact the honourable gentleman, who defended the Chancellor of 
Vor. II. 12 


474 PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmoxs, 


the Exchequer upon that clauſe, might as well have quoted any loan 
bill that had been paſſed this century. The Bank were creditors 
ſuing for the payment of a debt due to them, and they did not wiſh 
to convert a floating debt into a permanent one. He was aſtoniſhed 
when he heard it ſaid, that the Bank, who had fo long and fo car. 
neſtly ſolicited Government for payment of their advances, did not 
avail themſelves of the means of payment. To ſuch an affertion 
he ſhould repeat, believe it who can. The evidence of Mr. Raikes 
Mr. Giles, and Mr. Boſanquet, and every other Director examined, 
proved that they had preſſed for payment of the very ſum which he 
complained of as left undiſcharged ; that the clauſe in the Loan 
bill which had been quoted, had nothing to do with the ſubject, and 
that the ſolicitations of the Bank for payment of it ſtill continued, 
Having traced the Chancellor of the Exchequer till promiling pay- 
ment of former advances, and ſtill extorting money, as he would 
call it, from the Bank upon trefh pretenſions, three budgets having 
elapſed without proviſion being made, the Bank had an interview 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer upon the 24th of May 1 7 96, 
and found him impreſſed with the juſtice of their applications. On 
the 25th of May, he wrote them, that after the ſccond payment on 
the loan of ſeven militons, their demands ſhould be attended to, 
but that he was obliged to go and attend the election at Cambridge, 
but ſhould pay attention to their application on bis return. On his 
return from Cambridge the Bank waited on him. Thcir advarces 
were now as high as beforc, and they were urgent in their demands 
for payment. "The Chancellor of the Exchequer affured them that 
ſomething ſhould be done, and coincided in opinion that the amount 
of their advances ought to be kept down ; but as the anxiety which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer expreſſed for kceping down this 
amount was uniformly followed by a freſh demand, this was imme- 
diately ſucceeded by an earneſt requeſt of new accommedation. 
The Bank remonſtrate, and comply with reluctance, and as they 
expreſs in their memorial, from a fear that their refuſal would be 
attended with a greater evil. If any thing can excuſe the Bank for 
continuing their advances after the diſappointments they had expc- 
rienced, it muſt be the importunity with which they were prefied, 
and the dexterity with which they were always alarmed with the 
dread of injury to the public ſervice by their refuſal. Ihe ſitud- 
tion of the Bank became ſtill more critical, though there had bee" 
no direct communication reſpeQing their ſituation, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had received ſuch hints as muſt have ſufficient) 
apprized him of the ſituation in which they ſtood. Still their ſol 
citations were neglected, his promiſes were broken, and the ſum © 
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their advances continued to increaſe till the fatal period when the 
Order of Council was iflued. Amidſt all the repreſentations winch 
he had received from the Bank, regardict> of the conſequences 
which threatened to follow the ſyſtem he purtued, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, far from labouring to avert tne ruin, continued 
to perſevere in the very meaſures which acceterated its completion 
and :ogravated its miſchief, Wich regard to the effects of the 
drain ocerfioned by the Iinperial Loan, the evidence upon the table 
was full of the remonſtrances made by the Bank to the Chancellor 


of the HLechequer. On the 16h of February, 1796, they repre- 
ſemed that a tarther perſeverance in foreign renittances would be 
fatai to the Bank. "The Chancehlor of ine Exchequer attured them 
that no Loan ſnould be fent to the Emperor, unleſs circumſtances 
waterio!'y altered. With this the Bank were ſatisfied, becauſe they 
undcrttoca the aſſurance to extend to remittances of every kind. 
Ihe revreſentation to Mhichi this anſwer was made comprehended 
both loan and advances, and Mr. Bolanqzet fays, in his evidence, 
that che anſwer of the Chancecilor of the F.xchequer was cditing-nuous 
it it did not apply to both. If what paſted ai the converſation which 
took place on this ſohject was admitted, it ws diſgraceful in the 
Cumcel e of the Exclug er to return devitful an anſwer. It 
was under ltood to apply to every kind of remittance; and if it was 
nut ſo meant, it was not only difinzenuous but fraudulent, What 
was the tact, however? Colonel Crawford had, at this very time, 
drawn bills to tlic amount of 300,000]. and continued to draw, till 
the ſum of alvarices was 1,000,0001. till the drain upon the Bank 
was fo great, that the ruin which it afterwards experienced, and 
which it otherwiſe might have been able to ſuſtain, became fatal; 
but if good faith be neceſſary to public dealings, will the Houſe of 
Commons allow ſuch flagrant breach of it to pats with impunity ? 
Public credit has been impaired! the Bank has kcen torced to {top 
payment Theſe are now but the crimes of an individual. If they 
receive the countenance and protection of the Houſe, they commu- 
nieate the guilt to the repreſentatives of che people, and bezome the 
character of the nation. But even if no ſoch cataſtrophe as the 
ſtoppage of the Bank liad taken place, fill the conduct of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ought not to paſs unnoticed. . It may be 
fad it is unfair to reaſon from what has happened; but indepen- 
dently of what has happened, the conduct which led to it was erimi- 
nal. If, when the meaſures of the Minifter material! contributed 
to that f al event which public credit has ſelt ſo deeply, ſhall not 
the Houle reſcue itſelf from the charge of being his accomplices, by 
puniſhing the perſon to whom the guilt muſt be aſeribed? That it 
1292 
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did contribute, and moſt materially, to that event, he would ſtill con. 
tend. All the Directors of the Bank examined upon the ſubjeq, 
Mr. Raikes, Nir. Giles, &c. agreed in ſtating, that if the advances 
by the Bank to Government had been diſcharged, the ſtoppage of 
the Bank might have been prevented. Mr. Giles and Mr. Boſan— 
quet were very explicit in their opinion upon this point, as well as 
Mr. Winthrop and others. Mr. Thornton, and Nir. Boyd, how. 
ever, had, in their ſpeculative ideas, expreſſed an opinion that the 
conduct of the Bank, with regard to diſcounts, had contributed to 
the ſtoppage. In the ſpeculative principles which the latter gentle- 
man threw ont upon this head, he was happy to find that he had 
made a diſtinction between the conduci to be followed by the Bank 
of England, and by other Banks, becauſe as this honcurable contle. 
man was himſelf connected with a Bank, he had thus obviated the 
want of confidence, which muſt naturally have ariſen towards a Bank 
managed upon the principles here laid down. Indeed, he ſcemed 
to have confounded everv ſober and rational principle of Banking, 
The Bank of England was a Bank of circulation. J the ſupport 
of ſuch a character, it was eſſential that it ſhould pay on demand, 
It, therefore, ought to be always prepared. If neccffary, it muſt 
have caſh to anſwer all its notes. In times of calamity the Bank 
muſt bear the burden with other ſufferers. In proſperous times it 
poſſeſſed the means of recovering its loſſes; in times of alarm it 
would be able to defeat the evil by anſwering every demand. Cir— 
eulating medium was a faſhionable phraſe in the preſent times, and he 
was afraid that what was ſaid to be a want of circulating medium 
was a want of capital. The ſtate of the exports was no proof ot 
the flourſhing ſtate of the country. War neceſſarily created a demand 
for certain articles : the individual manufacturer was enriched, but 
the country received no return for what was ſent abroad on this ac- 
count. The national capital was not ſupplied and recruited by ſuch 
exports, they only enhanced ruin while they ſeem to indicate profpe- 
rity. Here Mr. Grey read a quotation from Smith's Wealth ct 
Nations in ſupport of this doctrine. It was the opinion of Mr. 
Thornton and Mr. Boyd that the Bank ſhould have extended their 
diſcounts, and increaſed their paper. If an opinion of the latter ho- 
nourable gentleman was well founded, then had the Bank Com- 
mittee greatly deccived the public in their firſt Report. It was {aid 
by this honourable gentleman that the ſums diſcounted by the Bank 
were not to be taken as debts of which they could compel payment, 

but that they were put into the ſituation, by freſh iſſues, ſtill farthet 
to accommodate the perſon, who had bills in this ſituation. If fo, 
could the ſums which the Bank had diſcounted, be taken as aſſets 
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Could a bill broughit for diſcount by perſons who ſhould require freſh 
diſcount when it became due, be confidered as a fair bill? He 
would appeal to Mr. Thornton whether ſuch a bill would be 
taken * Such an opinion, however, was evidently erroneous, and to 
proceed upon ſuch principles no Bank of circulation could ever exiſt. 


It was ſaid, that increaſed commerce required increaſed diſcounts. 


Here again he ſhould appeal to the authority of Adam Smith. It 
had been ſaid that there was nothing new under the ſun, but he 
really thought that the doctrines he nad heard on this point were 
new, till he found that they were the old maxims of ſpeculators and 
projectors. Here Mr. Grey read another paſſage from Smith, 
which laid down that diſcount was only ſafe and proper where the 
perſon diſcounted what he would otherwiſe have been obliged to keep 
by him. Particular circumſtances had prevented him from attend- 
ing the Committce when the Report was drawn up, and this was 
the reaſon why he had now to object to a part of it, againſt which 
he had not entered his difſent in the Committee Ir was ſtated that 
the Bank, by not extending its diſcounts, had contributed to the 
ſtoppage which had taken place; but the whole facts in the evidence 
were repugnant to this concluſion. It appeared when the Bank 
narrowed their diſcounts, their eaſh increaſed, except where there 
were other drains. Neither did hc agree in opinion that the re- 
duction of country Bank notes were owing the diminution of Bank 
of England notes, for though the notes of the Bank of England had 
at certain periods been diminiſhed, the proportion of country Bank 
notes had remained as before; but in point of fact, the diſcounts 
of the Bank had not been narrowed fince they were firſt eontracted in 
1793; the declaration of the Bank that they were to contract had 
never been ated upon. For his own part, were he a Director of 
the Bank, he ſhould refuſe to diſcount any bill to a holder of Ex- 
chequer Bills, and ſhould tell him to carry them to market before he 
came to the Bank for accommodation. It was a dangerous poſition 
that the conduct of the Bank of England ought to be guided by 
principles different from thoſe which regulated the conduct of other 
Banks. It had been juſtly obſerved by an honourable gentleman, 
(Mr. Wilberforce) that particular meaſures could be of little conſe- 
quence, and that the reſtoration of general credit was the great point 
to be accomplithed. But what was his definition of general credit ? 
General credit muſt reſt more upon the feeling of confidence than 
upon a demonſtration of cauſes, It was an editice reared by the hand 
of ſimplicity, upon the baſis of truth. Men might diſcuſs finely and 
talk ſpeciouſly, but to obtain general credit you muſt produce belicf, 
ft inſpire admiration. To extract belief of things above the reach 
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of human judgement was the higheſt effort of Divine Power, But 
this claim was confined to Revel-*ion. Men might be overawed 
by power, but their confidence could not be compelled. A regard 
to ampiicity, truth, and good faith, an experience of punctuality in 
the diicharge of obligations incurred, could alone ſecure general ere- 
8 Bank note, Mr. Burke had well obſerved, 1: all-powrful 
upon the Royal Exchange, becauſe in Weſtminſter Hell it is im— 
potent. To talk of any new circulating medium which commerce 
did not lupp'y, was a dangerous chimera. Jo inſpire general cicdit, 
yoo mult tell the publie chat the Bank is to be condu. Red like other 
concerns, upon VIEWS of its own intereit; that it is to be conducted 
by men who ad as merchants, not as politicians and ſtateſmen: 
tell tie Pulilic that the connection of the Bank with Government 
is to be digolved, that its tranſactions are to be {ree, and vou will 
inſpire general confidence. The Bank of England, if it begins its 
Operations upon the 24th of June, can only ſtand upon the princi- 
pies of truth, honefiv, and fidelity in ics engagements. Was it ne- 
ceſſary to refute the doctrine, that when embarraſſed, the Bank 
ought to have increaſed its inue of paper, to increaſe the means of 
enioreing demands for ſpceie, without additional means for fatisfving 
the demand? But were not the meaſures adopted by XIiniſters ai 
laſt, paviog off the advances of die Bank, a futicien” proot that they 
diſtruſted theſe theories? The Chancelior of the Exebequer for- 
meriy boaſted of the facility with whici money was raiſed, an the 
low rate of inGcreit at which he borcowed ; but was it more diti:enlt 
to pay off the advances of the Renk when money could be paid at 
45 per cent. than now when it is ſeven? In negleQing the means 
of faving the Bank from the neccſſity of ſtopping payment, tie 
Chanecilor of the Exchequer had been guilty of a moſt culpable 
breach of duty. Admitting even that the Bank was wrong in nar- 
rowing its diſcounts, was it not independent, and entitled to manage 
its on ailzirs*? In not paving the advances which compelled them 
to ſuch a conduct, the Miniſter, by whoſe fault it was occaliones, 
is reſpunſible for the conſequences. Here then he ſubmitted to tlie 

Jouſe the charge and the evidence on which it reſted for their de- 
ciſion; though ic was perſonally directed againſt the Chancellor of 
the Exch:ques, hie did not mean to feleci Wm alone from the reſt of 
his colleagues, who were equally amenable to the juſtice of cheit 
country. Homever the talents of an individual might render him 
fitter to corry i! into execution, yet the ſyſtem was common. Jt wi 
that ſyſtem of unremitting malevolence, of obſtinate perſeverance 11 
a pernicious policy, which had commenced with His Majelty 
reign, and which had * every part of public Adminiſtration. 
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To this ſyſtem it was owing that we had loſt America; to this 
ſeſtem was the preſent war to be aſeribed; to this ſyſtem was to be 


aſcribed that determined hoſtility to the principles of freedom with 
which every publie meaſure had been marked. Hence aroſe that 
rancour which, inflamed with the proſpect of gratifying its deteſta- 
ble hopes, had in the moment of ſucceſs neglected every opportunity 
of concluding peace; to this ſpirit, unchaſtiſed by misfortune, un- 
enlightened by experience, was owing the deſperate refuſal] to put 
an end to the war, which had brought us to a ſtate of things when 
he could no longer be ſanguine that any man could make peace; 
when, leaſt of all, it could be expecled under the auſpices of the pre- 
ſent Minifters. That ſyſtem which loſt America Minifters had 
carried into Ireland, and amidſt all the diſtreſſes in which we 
were plunged, it was to be added, that in the preſent moment there 
might be reaſon to apprehend that this invaluable jewel was loſt to 
the Bririſh Croun. Oh for ſome warning voice” to proclaim to 
Miniſters the danger and ruin with which their ſyſtem is pregnant! 
In every thing their mean and miſerable policy had been difap- 
pointed. They had tried to divide the people of Ireland by their 
religious principles, and they were now united againſt common op— 
preſlion . If Miniſters thought that, by granting a little, to withhold 
a great deal, they would not ſucceed. Such pitiful evaſions and 
ſnuffling policy could no longer be attended with ſucceſs. Theſe 
points he had introduced, that the Houſe might ſee the conſequences 
of the want of good faith in public men. They had experienced 
the bad effects of purſuing a ſyſtem contrary to good faith. Under 
the conduct of Miniſters, it had brought us to the brink of ruin. 
The ſyſtem would be complete, if the profligate ſyſtem of Adminiſ- 
tration was crowned with the ſanction of Pariiament. He con- 
cluded with moving the following reſolutions : 

1. That the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank did, 
at various times, and in the moſt forcible terms, repreſent to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer the danger ariling to the Bank from 
the diminution of its ſpecie. 

2. © That it appears, that during this period the Directors of 
the Bank frequently remonſtrated with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer on the magnitude of their advances to Government, 
anxiouſſy requiring payment, or a con'iderable reduction of the 
lame, and that the Chancellor of the Exchequer did again and 
Bum, in the moſt explicit terms, promiſe that reductions ſhould be 
made, 

3. © That the Chancellor of the Exchequer, inſtead of per- 
ming the engagements, did continnally ſolicit farther accommo- 
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dation, in the moſt anxious and preſſing terms, declaring, that it 
was impoſſible to avoid the moſt ſerious embarraſſments to the 
public ſervice, unleſs the Directors of the Bank afforded the aſſiſt- 
ance he required. | 

4. * That it appears, that although by theſe means the Direc- 
tors of the Bank were induced to comply with his demands, they 
generally expreſſed their reluctance in ſtrong language; and that 
they at laſt (that is to ſay, on the 28th of July, 179g6,) thought it 
neceſſary, for their own juſtification, to requeſt the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to lay beforc His Majeſty's Cabinet their moſt ſerious 
and ſolemn remonſtrance, in which they declare, that, “ ſenfible 
ce of the alarming and dangerous ſtate of public credit, nothing 
&* could induce them to comply with the demand then made upon 
them, but the dread that their refuſal might be productive of a 
de greater evil.“ 

5. That it appears, that, during the above period, a confider- 
able portion of the Bank advances was occalioned by payments oi 
Bills of Exchange drawn trom foreign parts on the Commiſſioners 
of His Majeſty's Treaſury. 

6. © That it appears, that it had ſeldom been the cuſtom of ihe 
Bank of England, previous to the year 1792, to advance on the 
account of bills drawn on the Treaſury, more than from 20,000). 
to 30,0001. ; and that even during the American war ſuch bil: 
never exceeded, at any one time, the ſum of 150,0001. Lhe vil 
dom of our anceſtors having foreſeen and provided againſt the mil- 
chief of ſuch 2dvances by a clauſe in an act, paſſed in the fifth year 
of William and Mary, by which the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of England were reſtrained from advancing money to Govern- 
ment on any other ſecurities than thoſe on which a credit is granted 
by Parliament. | 

7. „That it appears, that from and after the year 1793, at 
which time an act of Parliament paſſed, containing a clauſe by 
which the Directors of the Bank are indemnificd for the advances 
they had made on bills drawn from abroad, and exempted in future 
from the penalties of the ſaid act of William and Mary, reſpecting 
ſuch advances to Government, the amount of 'T reafury Bills paid at 
the Bank continued progreſſively to increaſe, and that between the 
Iſt of January, 1795, and the 25th of February, 1797, ſums 
amounting in the whole to upwards of 15,000,0001. were ad- 
vanced to Government upon this head. 

8. © That it appears, that the Directors of the Bank did, at 
various times, during the years 1795, 1796, and 1797, apply © 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer for re- payment of ſuch advances 
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and repreſent to him the oztreme inconvenience to themſelves, and 
to the public, of cortining the ſyſtem of making Treaſury Bills 
payable at the Bank; and that they even declared they conceived 
it to be an unconſtitutional mode of raiſing money, and what they 
% were not warranted by their charter to conſent to.“ 

9. © That it appears, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer did, 
at various times during that prriod, promiſe and engage to reduce 
the advances on that dead within the ſum of 500,0001., and 
likewiſe fo to arrange his payments as to put an end to the ac- 
count ; but that, neverthejeſs, the ſaid promiſes and engagements 
were not adhered to by him, and that the advances on JTreaſury 
Bills, during the whole period from January, 1795, to the 28th 
of February, 1797, amounted, on an average, to the ſum of 
1,320,000. and upwards, and on the day laſt mentioned ſtocd at 
1,019,0491. 

10. That it appeats to this Houſe, that foreign remittances to 
a much larger amount than ever were known in a ſimilar period of 
the moſt expenſive wars in which this country has been involved, 
have taken place firice the year 1793. 

I1. * That the extent of ſuch remittances, occaſioned, at ſo early 
a period as the end of the year 1794, and the beginning of the year 

795, great alarm in the minds of the Directors of the Bank of 
England, which they at various periods communicated to the Chan- 


eellor of the Exchequer ; and that on the 3d of December, 1795, 


under the apprehenſion that it was intended to grant a farther Loan 
to the Emperor, they came to a reſolution, by which they declared 
their nnanimous opinion, that ſhould ſuch a Loan take place, it 
would be * moſt fatal in its conſequences to the Bank of England.“ 
That they communicated ſuch reſolution to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who aſſured them, © he ſhould lay aſide all thoughts 
* of it, unleſs the ſituation of things relative to the Bank ſhould ſo 
alter as to render ſuch a Loan of no importance or inconvenience 
te to them,” 
12, That on the 5th of February, 1796, the Chancellor of 
the Exehequet, after ſtating, in converſation with the Governor and 
Deputation from the Bank of England, his opinion of the neceſſity 
of farther aſſiſting the Emperor, promiſed, however, to take no ſtep 
In that buſineſs without previouſly communicating to them his in- 
tention, 

13. © That on the 11th of February, 1796, the Directors of 
the Bank paſſed unanimouſly the following reſolutions : 
: 4 Relolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, founded upon 

e experience of the effects of the late Imperial Loan, that, if 
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« any farther loan or advance of money to the Emperor, or tc 
« any other foreign ſtate, ſhuuld, in the preſent ſtate of affairs, 
e take place, it will, in all probability, prove fatal to the Bank of 
« England. | 

« The Court of Directors, therefore, do moſt earneftly depre- 
« cate the adoption of any ſuch meaſure, and they ſolemnly protef 
&« againſt any reſponſibility for the calamitous conſequences that may 
„ follow thereupon.” 

« To which reſolution, when communicated to him, the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer returned for anſwer : ** That, after the re- 


« peated intimations which he had given to the Governor, &. of 
« the Bank, that no farther Loan to the Emperor would be reſolved 
* on without previous communication with the Bank, he did not 

« fee any reaſon for theſe refolutions ; that he did ſuppoſe they f 
« were adopted in a moment of alarm, and that he ſhould conſider 1 
% them in that light.“ tþ 


14. That, both from the general tenor of the ſaid anſwer, 
and from its particular reference to the ſubſtance and matter of the 
reſolution then communicated to him, the Governor, &c. of the 
Bank were unavoidably led to underſtand, that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer continued bound by promiſe to them not to negotiate 
a Loan for the ſervice of his Imperial Majeſtv, nor to make any 
remittance either to his ſaid Imperial Majeſty, . or any foreign 
Prince, under any pretence whatſoever, without previoufly commu- 
nicating ſuch his intention to the Bank of England. That the 
Directors did ſo underſtand him ; and that, in their opinion, unlel 
his anſwer to their reſclution was meant to apply to the whole of its 
contents, the conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was di- 
ingenuous. | 

15. © That nevertheleſs the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for 
ſome time prior to February 11, 1796, clandeſtinely remitted, and 
did for ſeveral months ſubſequent, | clandeſtinely remit, for various 
foreign ſervices, large ſums of money, in defiance of his repeated 
promiſes, and particularly in violation of the engagements which 
were implied in the affurances given by him to the Bank of Eng 
land, upon their reſolution of the 1 1th of February. 

16, 4 That it appears, that if the ſaid advances of the Bank u 
Gavernment had been paid off when required, or conſiderably fe. 
duced, the Bank would have been enabled to reduce, if expedient 
the amount of its outſtanding notes; and that ſuch option woul 
have been of eſſential ſervice to its intereſts. : 

17. © That it appears from the evidence of perſons conneted 
with the Bank, that if the ſaid advances had been paid off, wh 
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required, or conſiderably redueed, the Bank would have been enabled 
- to give more extended aid to the mercantile intereſt of Great Britain 
in the way of diſcount. 
18.“ That it appears, that if the advances on Treaſury Bills 
had been paid off when required, and as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had promiſed, and the foreign remittances abſtained 
from, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had likewiſe promiſed, 
| the neceſſity would, probably, not have exiſted for the Order of 
| Council. 

19. © That it appears to this Houſe, upon the moſt attentive 
conſideration of the circumſtances above ſtated, that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer has been guilty of a criminal inattention to the 


Jt public intereſt, and a high breach of duty, by which the credit of 
0 the nation has been materially impaired.” 

of Mr. Chancellor PIT T, before entering upon the extenſive 
ey ſubject which was embraced by the ſpeech of the honourable gentle- 


man who had juſt fat down, thought proper to ſay a few words on 
the preliminary topic upon which he had touched. He had begun 
with ſtating his difſent from the opinion of the Secret Committee, 
and from what he ſuppoſed to be the almoſt unanimous opinion of 
the Houſe, that Government were not juſtifiable, under all the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe, in iſſuing the order of the 26th of February, 
prohibiting the Bank from paying their notes in ſpecie. The 
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any opinion of the honourable gentleman was, that it would have been 
eign better that the Bank ſhould have been drained of their laſt guinea, 
mu- than that this order ſhould have been interpoſed. As he (Mr. 
| the Pitt) found, however, that the Committee were unanimouſly of a 
nlets different opinion, that the Houſe approved of the Order of Council 
pf its being ifſued, and that the Bank Directors themſelves conſidered the 


5 dil meaſure as ſalutary and neceſſary, as a ſtep which would not have 


been juſtifiable ſooner, and which it would not have been wiſe to 


r, for have deferred later, he did not conſider himſelf called upon to com- 
, and bat an opinion which was entertained almoſt ſingly by the honour- 
arious able gentleman, as he did not find that, in the ſtring of reſolutions 
peated Which had been propoſed, any thing ſpecific had been ſubmitted 


which upon that topic. 
bug He next came to what were termed the principal and leading 
aufes which were ſaid to have produced the ſcarcity of cath, but 
Zank fo which were pointed directly at his own official conduct; and here 
bly 6d he ſhould obſerve, that however copiouſly theſe cauſes had been 
ar” ſtated by the honourable gentleman, they might, in his mind, be 
woul reduced to a few ſimple and plain points. The motion ſubmitted 
io che Houſe appeared to him to reſt on two diſtin grounds: The 
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firſt ground was the increaſed adyances made by the Bank on Trea. 
ſury Bills; and ſccondly, by loans and remittances made to the 
Emperor. He ſhould naturally call the attention of the Houſe to 
the firſt part, which related to himſelf and the Bank; and he ſhould 
beg leave to argue, that many other eireumſtances, and thoſe very 
powerful in their operation, were to be taken into conſideration, ex- 
cluſive of the cauſes aſſigned by the honourable gentleman ; and 
when thoſe circumſtances to which he atluded came to be diſcuſſed, 
he would ſubmit to the Houſe whether they were not more preva- 
lent in producing the Order of Council than thoſe ſuggeſted by the 
honourable mover. That repeated applications had been made to 
himſelf on the part of the DireQors of the Bank, in reſpect to the ad. 
vances and remittances complained of, he was ready to admit; and 
that aſſurances had been given by him to reduce the advances to 


Soo, oool. he was very far from queſtioning, But the Houſe was 


in juſtice bound to conſider of what peculiar nature thote circum- 
ſtances were which prevented him from carrying into exccution the 
aſſurances ſo given. When the magnitude and diveriity of the 
operations of the preſent war were fairly viewed; when the unfere- 
ſeen exigencies which called for unforeſeen expences were candidly 
weighed, he truſted that it would not be denied, that it was com- 
pletely impoſſible to aſcertain, with any exactneſs, the amount of the 
diſburſements likely to be incurred, or to form eſtimates on which 
any reliance could be placed. Since, therefore, that poſition could 
not be refuted, and the impoſſibility of bringing forward certain eſti- 
mates, was eftabliſhed by experience, the only queſtion that re- 
mained to be decided by the Houſe was, in fact, whether the afiur- 
ances made by Government were given with an evident intention of 
carrying them into execution? Gentlemen ſhould alſo conſider the 
particular ſteps that had been taken to fulfil theſe aſſurances, and 
they would then be enabled to judge of the fincerity of intention 
with which they had been advanced. It had been argued, that the 
bill of 1793 was in contradiction to the act of William and Mary, 
on the ſubject of making advances by the Bank to Government. 
The fact was directly contrary to that ſtatement, for he woull 
maintain, that the legal conſtruction of the act of William and 
Mary did not go to prevent the Bank from advancing money t 
Governmeni, but merely to prevent the anticipation of parliamen- 
tary grants. It was neceflary to remark, in diſcuſſing this point, 
that the Bank did actually make advances to Government during tbe 
laſt war; and if the Directors of the Bank had conceived that tif) 
expoſed themſelves by ſuch a proceeding to the penalties provide 
by the act of William and Mary, they certainly would not bah 
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of 


conſented to that meaſure, But they had made advances to a cone 
ſiderable amount, and Bills of Exchange had been alſo drawn in the 
fame period, with the only difference, that they had been drawn by 
individuals, and not by corporate bodies. Beſides, it ſhould be im- 
prefſed on the minds of gentlemen, that the bill of 1793, which was 
ſaj4 to repeal that of King William and Mary, was not introduced 
in x clandeſtine manner, but in the moſt open and parliamentary 
way. It was introduced by a reſolution of the Committee ap- 
pointed for that expreſs purpoſe, and that reſolution was recorded on 
the journals of the Houſe. Ihe bill itſelf ſtood at that moment 
on the Statute book with the title © I's zemave Noubts occaſioned 
by the former Act;“ and he could venture to ſtate, that it had un- 
dergone diſcuſſions in another Houſe. The honourable gentleman 
had noticed, in one of his reſolutions, that the Treaſury Bills paid 
by the Bank amounted to fifteen millions; but the queſtion was 
not, what had or what had not been paid, but what was the amount 
of the out- ſtanding debt, and what the opportunities Government 
had to diſcharge it, He felt that he lay under peculiar diſadvantage 
in ating, but it was a diſadvantage which no human foreſight could 
poſſibly provide for —that he had been very much diſappointed in 
the unexpected amount of the bills drawn from the Continent. It 
was equally true, that the ſame diſappointment took place with re- 
ſpect to the ſums drawn for to meet the exigencies of the war in the 
Weſt Indies, and he could not even at that moment ſtate what 
might be their exact amount: therefore, when the honourable gen- 
tleman contended, as an argument in favour of his own concluſions 
that there had been many diſappointments in the different Budgets, 
he afſerted what could not be denied, and what was certainly an 
affair of great and ſerious concern. 

With reſpect to the ſincerity of intention manifeſted by Govern- 
ment, in their endeavours to carry into execution the aſſurances made. 
at reducing the advances, he ſhould beg leave to refer to No. 10 of 
the Appendix to the Report of the Select Committee, by which it 
appeared that the outſtanding Bills of Exchange were reduced on the 
Sth of January, 1795, to 1,796,000l., and on the 31ſt of 
March, to 500,000]. That they were not kept to that low ſum, 
he could only urge the increaſe of the great and unavoidable expences 
which could not be ſoreſeen in the proſecution of the war. What, 
he would aſk, was the amount of the Bills of Exchange paid by 
Government from the 5th of January, 1795, to the 5th of Janu- 
ay, 1796? They would be found to make the vaſt ſum of eight 
millions, while the outſtanding bills were only 500,0001. He 
had not ſufficient foreſight to enable him to pay them all off, but 


_— 


— - 
P - — ” 3 
3 — — —0.q 


- C——_— I x 


— 


7. <5 gi, ans Py 2 
1 1 8 * $0 * * 12 * 2 - 
; * — N . 4 —_ 1 TY n n M — 1 3 > ves 2c 5 
w— e "Ys wo * 4 gy —— r 5 = __ 2 py 5 —— * = _w ”— — — 
* - = * = lk — 8 — . * p 4 as A 2 A - - 8 2 2 A > 1 4 i _— - 7 * — * 
3 Sr R U | 2 1 ＋ N 4 -S - => — — 2 2 2 — - 
, | — e 2 4 2 —— — — — LE: * 9 * . * 22 a, = * — 
3 K * A — is pe . - 5 vs ” — — " 2 — >» So * 2 — - . 
\ a, < 2 nn — 22 > - "I A 5 . ' 2 — 1 W A 
add anon. wi. =. . — Says 32 vo » - 2 e * i £429 Y A = . — 4 2 ? TT —.— 52 
- 3 — 3 „ we SAN 8 . — — : 2 
— 6 TY N . 
1 — . « — a” — 


W 


= 


m_—_— 


. —— — ae td a aut — 
— gk — * | 
= 5 — ——— — — 3 * 
=. w N — 3 T = 


— — 


„„ 0 

* ” — 
— — 
DO - * 


* 3 2 
LT = 
* 2 "IG 83 * 


3 — — 


: 
"2 
ö 
| 
* 
# 
7 
4 
5 
= 
4 
"x 
1 
% 
* 
le 
h 
iy 


2 
- - — — 
nn r 


chat he did it within 5 oo, oool. could not be denied. In making 


486 PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmong; 


this ſtatement, he merely wiſhed to prove to the ſatisfaction of the 
Houſe, that the declaration on his part to carry into execution the 
aſſurances made of reducing the advances to Government, wzs per- 
fectly ſincere; and he had only to lament, that his moſt ſanguine 
deſires, and his conſtant exertions to attain that great object, had 
failed from the moſt unavoidable circumſtances. The adiniſſion of 
the Governors and Directors of the Bank themſelves was a point 
which ſhould not be overlooked. So far were they from thinking 
that advances to Government were prejudicial to them, that their 
own conduct furniſhed a ſtrong refutation of that idea. After their 
repreſentations to him in November, on the danger of making ad- 
vances, they abſolutely agreed to the ſame meaſures in the ſubſe- 
quent month of July, and then advanced money on the Land and 
Malt, notwithſtanding their previous remonſtrances. He next 
came to the queſtion of the remittances made to the Emperor in 
1796; and here he would ſubmit to the candour of the Houſe, 
whether the aſſurances made to the Bank of reducing the advances, 
could, with the leaſt degree of conſiſtency, be underſtood as operating 
to bind up the Executive Government trom making any remittances 
whatever, however great the urgency of ſuch a meaſure might be, 
and however neceſſary for the public ſafety. The reſult of ſuch 
an argument, if it were once admitted, would clearly be, that the 
Executive Government would give up every means of acting as it 
was bound to do, for the ſervice of the State, and according to the 
exigence and the neceſſity of the caſe which might occur. When 
ſuch a motion as was then before the Houſe was inſiſted on, it cer- 
tainly was not too much to aſk, that the grounds on which the 
charge was made ſhould be plain and free from any ambiguity. 


Without, therefore, meaning any perſonal application as to himſelf, ani 
he was at liberty to require that the Houſe ſhould weigh with pe- Wh 
culiar caution an evidence ariſing out of a verbal correſpondence, ma 

am 


and in which one of the parties was abſent, and not even conſulted 
when it was committed to writing, after an interval of two or three PP 


days: for ſuch was the nature of the teſtimony laid before the * 
Committee in the minutes of the Directors, relative to their appli- mitt 
cations to him, and his anſwers to thoſe applications. Since, there- Cm 
fore, the evidence was of fo very looſe a kind, the Houſe was called Plete 
upon to a& with peculiar delicacy. The advances which had taken = 

( 


place ſince the applications of the Directors to him, aroſe evidently 
out of a new ſtate of things, and could not apply to any diſcuſſion on 
that ſubje& which had previouſly exiſted between them. Since the 
evidence laid before the Committee had been ſo minutely dwelt on 
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by the honourable gentleman, he alſo thought it neceſſary to refer in 
his own defence to that teſtimony. Mr. Giles ſtated, that the 
converſation which had taken place was relative both to the loan 
and to the advances ; yet it was ſomewhat ſingular, that in the 
minutes made of that converſation, no mention whatever was made 
of the advances- Mr. Raikes, on the contrary, and he believed no 
man could objeQ to the re pectability of that gentleman's deelara- 
tion, poſitively ſtated, that the converſation had no relation what- 
ever to future advances. Thus, though there appeared no evidence 
that the converſation related to advances, and though no notice what= 
ever had been given to him on that ſubject, it was directly preſſed 
upon him as a ſpecific ground of crimination, and he was to be cen- 
ſured for a breach of faith, in not conſidering himſelt bound to the 
performance of a condition with which he was perfectly unac- 
quainted. If the Directors of the Bank were actually in poſſeſſion 
of evidence which they had reaſon to think might convict him, was 
it to be believed that they would not bring it directly forward as a 
charge againſt him, more particularly as they were led to conſider it 
in the light of a meaſure on which their own ſafety ſo eſſentially de- 
pended ? But fo very far was the teſtimony from being incontro- 
vertible, that it reſted on the moſt feeble grounds, and was in itſelf 
perfectly contradictory, one gentleman ſtating a matter which was 
not recorded in the minutes, and the other giving evidence directly 
contrary to the former's declaration. He therefore was convinced 
the Houſe would pauſe before they attached criminality upon any 
one, upon evidence fo unfounded, and likely to be miſtaken. 

The advances which were made, were different in point of ſpirit 
and effect from a Loan; they were made ſecretly and gradually; 
whereas a Loan muſt, from its nature, be public : but there was a 
material difference in the amount, for the whole of the advances 
amounted only to about 900,000]. It appeared that the Bank 
apprehended the moſt deſtructive conſequences from a Loan of three 
million to the Emperor ; and yet what was the effe& of thoſe re- 
mittances? Why, that the exchange which was againſt us at the 
commencement of them, during their continuance, turned com- 
pletely in our favour. From this ſtatement, the argument might be 
Puſhed to the extent of ſtating, that the Bank were in an error with 
reſpect to the conſequences which they apprehended from a Loan of 
firce millions; but without going to that extent, it afforded him an 
anſwer to the charge made againſt him, becauſe the conſequereces 
tending the remittances were totally different from thoſe which it 
Was ſuppoſed would attend the meaſure to which the Bank ol jected. 

© Came now to the conſideration of a queſiion, infinitely more 
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important in a national point of view, viz. how far the advances 
made by the Bank to Government, or the remittances made to 
Auſtria, were the immediate cauſes of thoſe difficulties of the Bank: 
which led to the Order of Council. As to the advances made to 
Government, the honourable gentleman Had not ſtated how they 
would tend to drain the Bank, however, of caſh ; but he ſuppoſed the 
honourable gentleman meant, that it would have that effect by in- 
creaſing the numbet of notes. In order to aſcertain that point, is 
would be neceſſary to aſcertain how far the number of notes bore 2 
proportion to the quantity of advances made to Government ; he 
did not believe they did; and he would ſtate one convincing cir- 
cumſtarice to corroborate his aſſertion In the year 1783, the 
amount of the advances made by the Bank to Government, varied 
very little from thoſe made at preſent, and yet the number of Bank 
notes were not any thing near what they were now. Nothing could 
be more decifive than this fact; becauſe here were two periods in 
which the amount of the advances were the ſame, and the quantity 
of the notes eſſentially different. He did not mean from this to 
infer, that the number of notes bote no reference to the amount of 
the advances, but that the one did not increaſe in proportion to the 
other. Another point of view in which this was conſidered was, 
that it obliged the Bank to diminith their diſcounts, and conſe- 
quently tended to increaſe the commercial diſtreſs. He was fully 
able to diſcuſs this point ; but it did not form the queſtion then in 
diſpute between them. The Report of the Committee did not ſtate 
the amount of the caſh and bullion in the Bank; but he had ſtrong 
reaſons to ſuppoſe, that the advances had not in any degree affected 
the ſtate of caſh ; ſo that, in every point of view, this argument fel 
to the ground. | 

He came now to a very important point, viz. the opinion of 
Mr. Giles, that if the advances had been re-paid to the Bank, the 
Bank would have been ſafe. Upon this ſubje& he entreated the 
moſt ſerious attention of the Houſe. What was meant by their 
ſaying that the Bank would be ſafe ? was it meant that they would 
be in a ſtate of ſolvency, that they would wind up their affairs, 
and put an end to their funQions ? Surely it could not be meant in 
that ſenſe ; but whether it would be ſafe as the Bank, ſafe as a ge 
commercial body, ſafe for all the purpoſcs for which it was eſt 
bliſked. With reſpe& to the ſafety of the Bank, he was of op10n 
that it really conſiſted in giving vigour to the trade and cor nerce 
the country, by diffuſing a circulating medium, without which U 
nation would be unable to preſerve its afuen'e ud independel d 
and without which its deareſt intereits would i abſolutely deſtucj el. 


It was, he acknowledged, a queſtion of very great importance, 
how far a greater or leſs iſſue of paper was favourable to commerce. 
The honourable gentleman ſaid, the Bank of England departed 
from the character of ſimplicity and honeſty, which ought to diſtin- 
guiſh all eſtabliſhments of that kind, when they had not money ſuf- 
ficient to diſcharge all their out- ſtanding notes. Now he would 
afſert, that if banks were compelled to have, upon every unfounded 
and unforeſeen alarm, a ſuthcient quantity of money to anſwer the 
demands that might poſſibly be made upon them, there was at once 
an end to that principle upon which banking had uniformly been 
conducted. That principle he had always underſtood to be the 
employing a circulating capital greater than the real one. The 
honourable gentleman had offered no new arguments to ſhew that 
it was improper in the Bank to increaſe their iſſues of paper. When 
a part of the circulating capital necetiary for the purpoſes of com- 
merce had, by whatever means, been taken out of the country, it 
was neceſſary to repleniſh the void which had been created | he 


| only obvious means of doing this, was to iſſue Bank notes 101 28 
a demand for them exiſted. No man who had at ©! endeten 
. the nature of a paper circulation, would be 1gnorin as 
F tounded upon the exiſtence of a proportionate quam but 
1 then the quantity of cath muſt nut necetiarily be equa! ©» ie ct ,p 
Iv of the paper circulated upon it. It was known that a bath never 
n kept ſuch a quantity of caſh in his houſe as would anſwcr g 
itt poſſible demand upon him, becauſe, it he did, there weutd ie an 
ne end of banking. Men acquiinted with the nature of the bulincls, 
(ed could eatily calculate the proper proportions between the quandty of 
fell all and of paper. There was no doubt but that, if a banker was 

reduced to diſtreſs from a number of notes coming in upon him, it 
of vould not be a wiſe expedient for him to increaſe the quantity of 
the lis notes. But if a Houſe was in complete poſſeſſion of public 
the confidence, and there was a great demand for their notes, he was 


nther inclined to think that, under ſuch circumſtances, a farther 
miſſion of notes might be proper. 

Upon this point, experience, at lea, was on his fide. There 
Fre periods at which the caſh of the Bank was reduced lower than 
it the time when the Order of Council was iſſued, and periods, too, 
When no foreign drain exiſted; and yet at thoſe times the Bank 
tried the experiment of increaſing their paper circulation, and ſuc- 
ded. The honourable gentleman entertained great doubts, 
Whether any diminution in circulation could be aſcribed as a cauſe 
of the ſtopping of the Bank, and therefore ſcems to conclude, that 


event was entirely owing to the money ſent out of the country. 
Vor. II. | 3 R 
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But did not the honourable gentleman acknowledge, that the amount 
of country Bank notes in circulation had been greatly reduced? Ang 
was it not obvious that the operation of this diminution would bea 
demand for caſh, or ſome other ſubſtitute, wherever it could be 
found? Now the notes of the Bank of England affording an caly 
opportunity to the holder to turn them into cath, it was evident 
that the decreaſe of country bank notes would tend to drain the 
Bank of ſpecie. 

He came next to the queſtion, how far the money ſent out af 
the country, to the Emperor, or to any other power, had led to te 
Order of Council of the 26th of February laſt. He ſhould, in the 
firſt place, obſerve, that if it was eſtabliſhed that there were a great 
number of other cauſes, which might all have equally conſpired to 
produce that event, it could not, with any degree of juſtice, be 
aſcribed to that one alone. Tf it was eftabliſhed that an increaſed 
capital required an increaſed circulation, and that there was at the 
ſame time a diminution in the amount of country bank notes which 
operated to make a run on the Bank—if theſe and many other cauſes 
appeared to have had a ſhare in qgcafioning thoſe circumſtance: 
which rendered the Order of Council neceflary, he believed th 
honourable gentleman would find it impoſſible to perſuade them 
that it was occaſioned ſolely by the remittances to the Emperor: 
even though it were do be admitted that theſe remittarices had ca 
ried out of the country a conſiderable quantity of ſpecie or bullicn, 
There were many different theories of the balance of trade; but he 
would not ſubſcribe to any of them, upon however high authority 
they might ſtand, without conſulting his own judgement. Muc 
as he reſpected the opinions of that great writer, whoſe works tie 
honourable gentleman had quoted, he could not help diſſenting from 
ſeveral maxims which he had advanced. He thought that preal conſtr 
author, though always ingenious, ſometimes injudicious. It woull Idera! 
be found, however, that Mr. Adam Smith, inſtead of going e t 
length of the honourable gentleman, had treated it as a vagen What 
opinion, that a number of millions ſent out of the country curily That 


war was injurious to commerce. "The honourable gentleman bad AY hich 
given an admonition to the Houſe, and he would take advantage df of pub] 
that admonition. He had faid, that if two events accompanied a 
each other, it was not proper to aſſert, that one was the cauſe, ani f hat y 
the other the effect. He would ſay alſo, and he believed the ho- lende 
nourable gentleman would agree with him in that opinion, thb * 00 
though one event ſhould be predicted to be the effect of anothet, lt 1 Ban 
was neither juſt nor proper to conclude, merely becauſe it fo hay neye 


pened, that the prediction was founded in truth. Much had be. 
2 
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faid by the honourable gentleman of the diſtreſſed ſtate of the 
country; but when the ſtate of the exchange was proved to be fa- 
vourable, and the exports inereaſing, it would be impoſſible for the 
konourable gentleman to prevail upon the Houſe to believe, that 
our trade was in ſuch a fituation as he had deſcribed it. Indeed, it 
was a great conſolation for the Houſe to reflect, that commerce had 
poured wealth into the country in a far greater proportion than the 
exp:nces of war had drawn it out. It was a fact not to be diſputed, 
that the quantity of monev now in the country is not leſs than at the 
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c beginning of the war. 

g Having thus ſtated the grounds upon which he oppoſed the ho- 
1 murable gentleman's motion, he ſhould trouble the Houſe with no 
1 farther obſervations on the ſubject. He had only to ſtate, that he 
10 left the decition of the queſtion in their hands, and he was con- 
* vinecd that they would determine upon it with juſtice and im- 
d partiality. 

the Mr. FOX faid, - that after the clear, perſpicuous, and eloquent 
xs ſpeeeh of his honourable friend; after the unanſwered and unan- 
** lwerable arguments which he had urged, it would be improper to 
5 cetain the Houſe long upon the ſubject which was now before it. 
the He would not, thercfore, hie hoped, (but he was not fond of making 
hem promiſes, detain it long, while he made ſome obſervations on what 
1 lad fallen from the' right honourable gentleman, in a ſpeech of 
VE great length and confiderable labour. That labour had been much 
lion, employed on doubtful points of theory, on which it was natural to 
ut he expect ſome difference of opinion; in points, many of which were 
Crit a2anſt himfelf, and which he had in no inſtance anſwered ; in 
Mok others, in which he had grounded his defence on an entire miſre- 
8 the peientation of the evidence to which he had referred; and in 
Som ny, in which he had made uſe of the moſt forced and unnatural 
- pred conſtructions. The Miniſter was accuſed of having been in a con- 
would BY fdcrable degree the cauſe of the failure of the Bank, and that in a 
no the BW to which he had not fairly adverted in the courſe of his ſpeech. 
via What was the misfortune chiefly complained of upon that head ? 


- urine WY That of the deſtruction of public credit. What was the mode by 
inn ba ich that deſtruction was effected? It was by the notorious want 
tage d if public faith in the conduct of the Miniſter. That was the accu- 
panel lation of his honourable friend who brought this ſubject forward. 
aſe, and That was the accuſation which the Miniſter had to anſwer. He 
the bo⸗ Gfendel himſelf by elaborate arguments, tending to ſhew that his 
n, tnt 9: tach, or rather that the iſſues which he occaſioned from 
ther, Me Bank, cre not the excluſive cauſe of the failure there. That 
fo e never Nated to be ſo. It was never pretended that other cauſes 
ad bet 3 R 2 | 
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might not have had a ſhare in producing the effect. There were 
cauſes which we could not prevent that might have contributed to 
the evil; but the Miniſter was not accuſed on their account, he 
was only accuſed of what he could have prevented, and what it was 
his duty to prevent. There was no doubt but that the alarm of 
invaſion had a conſiderable ſhare in cauſing the drain upon the Bank. 
That alarm, perhaps, the Miniſter could not prevent altogether, 
although, perhaps, it was an alarm which he might have di- 
minithed ; but the charge againſt him was of another nature, a 
charge which, indeed, he had not anſwered. There was one part 
of the Miniſter's argument which would be very convenient to him, 
if the Houſe gave it fuli credit. It was this, that if it could not 
be proved how much could be aſcribed to each cauſe, it was unfa'r to 
blame him from that which had happened to public credit. Inorder 
to anſwer this, he would obſerve, it was ſufficient to fav that wuch 
of the evil was owing to the conduct of the Miniſter, however other 
events might alſo have contributed a ſhare in augmenting it. That 
ſuch conduct had had that effect, was evident from exerience. We 
had known other alarms of an invaſion, and yet the effect was not 
the ſame upon the Bank, as had been in the preſent cafe. But even 
ſuppoſing the conduct of the Miniſter had not produzcd the evils 
which it actually did produce, yet ſtill he would ſay that his conduct 
was criminal upon the face of it, becauſe it had a direct and obvious 
tendency to produce evil. The charge againſt the Miniſter was 
twofold : firſt, that he had cauſed the Bank to make unſeaſonable 
advances, and to an enormous amount, upon Treaſury Bills. Upon 
this the Miniſter defended himſelf by ſtating, that the act of Parlia- 
ment, upon the authority of which this practice had taken place, 
was not a clandeſtine act of Parliament. We all know, that, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, there could be no ſuch thing as a clandeſtine law; 
that every body was bound to know it; that it was the duty of the 
Members of that Houſe to attend to and watch the progreſs of ever} 
bill in the Houſe ; but yet, ſpeaking the language of practical 
common ſenſe, it was well known that there were many things 
paſſed as buſineſs of courſe in that Houſe, to which the mals of the 
Houſe were inattentive ; nor could the Minifter blame them for 
being ſo, ſince he himſelf had ſtated, that in the multiplicity of 
public affairs, he had forgot to attend to a ſubject in which millions 
of money were concerned. However, the Miniſter had introduced 
a clauſe into the act of William and Mary, which amounted to à 
complete evaſion of the ſalutary proviſions of that ſtatute. He called 
it a clauſe only to remove doubts ; doubts which he hardly thought 
worth entertaining; ſo little did that appear to be ſo, that he had, 


May 16. 


on the contrary, a clear opinion that the ſtatute, before the Miniſter 
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introduced his clauſe in it, abſolutely prohibited, under a ſevere pe- 
nalty, the ifſuing of money in the manner in which the Bank had 
afterwards iſſued it to Government. The Miniſter had faid, that 
the Bank had done ſo before this clauſe paſſed. That many things 
had been done which were irregular, he had no doubt ; nor was it 
difficult to aſſign a reaſon hy the Directors ſhould apply for an 
amendment to an act the proviſions of which inflited a penalty on 
themſelves for what (out of inadvertency, or a diſpoſition to oblige 
the Miniſter) they had formerly done. But the act alluded to, was 
not that for which the Directors applied they had applied only for 
that which would empower them to iſſue money to a limited ſum. 
The act was paſſed to empower them to iſſue money, but omitting 
any thing like limitation to the ſum. This was criminal in the 
Miniſter ; for it gave to him a fatal facility of command over all 
the caſh in the Bank; and we all know the uſe he has made of that 
power. He ſaid now, indeed, that he intended to make a moderate 
uſe of that power. He promiſed to do ſo. He faid, that he in- 
tended to keep his word. He made that promiſe fix times; and it 
was fix times he broke that promiſe. This might do very well for 
ſuch a Miniſter as the preſent ; but he apprehended that, if a man 
was to follow ſuch a practice in the courſe of private life, his re- 
putation for honeſty would not be very high. The Miniſter faid, 
that he calculated upon the probability of circumſtances as well as 
he could; but they came fo thick upon him, that he was diſap- 
pointed. That might be an apology for the ſecond application; 
but what was to be ſaid for the third, fourth, fifth, and fixth : 
were they all to be apologies for one another, as the firſt was for the 
ſecond? They certainly could not: there was evident miſconduct 
on the face of it. But the Miniſter laid great ſtreſs upon the ſums 
of money which he had cauſed to be repaid into the Bank from 
time to time, to keep his engagement with the Directors. To which 
the anſwer was, That was not the engagement ; the engagement 
was, that the Bank ſhould never be in advance to Government be- 
yond a certain ſum. The Bank had never ſaid, if he paid them 
one, two, three, four, five, or any number of millions, that then 
he ſhould draw upon them to any amount he pleaſed. The engage- 
ment was, that Government ſhould never be in their debt at any one 
time above half a million. That was the promiſe which the Mi- 


niſter had frequently made, and as frequently broken. This was a 


crime in the Miniſter. Had it happened but once, and that when 
Parliament was not fitting, there might have been ſomething like 
an excuſe of it. Put he followed this practice for a whole year, and 
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never once intimated it to Parliament, although, in that time, be 
brought forward a Loan, and opened, as he ſaid, to the Houfe, all 
the circumſtances of the finance of the country. He concealed all 
this from the Houſe and the Public, even after the ſtrong memorial 
of the Bank againſt his conduct. He even, after all this, adviſed 
His Majeſty, in the month of October, to tell us, that there had 
been a temporary difficulty, but concealed that he had thus extorted 
money from the Bank. Nothing appeared at that trme that he 
had failed to fulfil his promiſes with the Bank. At that time, 
therefore, he made no proviſion for this extortion. Perhaps the 
Miniſter did not think of theſe trifles at that time; his mind was 
other u iſe employed; it was occupied, perhaps, with his cavalry, 
militia, and other good and popular bills, which were paſling at 
that period, and he was willing that the Members of the Houſe 
ſhould go into the country with nothing upon their minds, but the 
plan whereby theſe excellent bills ſhould be carried into practical 
effect. He could not find in the time he had one day to come to 
the Houſe, and avow the truth upon the ſtate of the finance of the 
country. And now that theſe things were objected to, the Miniſter 
expected to be acquitted by the Houſe ; that was to ſay, that he 
laid his cafe before a Houſe of Commons that had an entire depend— 
ance on the will of the Crown, and was wholly uncenneRed with 
the People, and therefore regardleſs of their intereſts. That they 
were, what ſome invidious perſons ſtated them to be, a body of men 
who miſrepreſented the People of England. That it was enough 
for the Miniſter to recur to what had been called the burden of a 
ſong, © He had not time.” He had not time to tells us the truth 
of the ſtate of the finance of this country. H had not time to af 
the Houſe of Commons, whether they would cnable him to fulfil a 
promiſe which he had made without their conſent, or even knew- 
ledge. He had not time to inform us of what he was doing, al- 
though he ſhould afterwards call for taxes to dcfray the expence of 
it. He had no recollection, perhaps, of it at that time, although it 
was his duty to lay the documents that related to it before the Ca- 
binet. Here Mr. Fox went over the material parts of the evidence 
of Mr. Giles, Mr. Boſanquet, and other gentlemen, as ſtated in 
the Report, in order to ſhew that the drain upon the Bank was 
pointed out to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as well as the 
effect which it would produce, and alſo to prove that the Dirccors 
underſtood the Chancellor of the Exchequer to declare and promile 
to them at an early period of the correſpondence between them, iat 
no farther loan or advances were to be made to the Emperor before 


thoſe advances already made by the Bank ſhould be reduced. Tbe 
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contrary of the whole of which promiſe was the conduct of the 
Miniſter, and that was the moſt material charge againſt him. 
Here he blamed the Directors for not having referred to the letter 
and the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, and have come to the Houſe of 


Commons, and ſtated the whole truth, in order to give the Houſe of 


Commons an opportunity of ſtopping the Miniſter in his ruinous 
career. But what would be the effect on the public mind in con- 
ſequence of what had happened? They would firſt of all feel, that 
the Houſe had entered into a dreadful war upon the authority of 
the Miniſter ; they would then perecive, that in conſequence of the 
connection between the Miniſter and the Bank, the expence of a 
oreat part of that war was to be ſupported for a time by advances 
made by the Bank to that Miniſter without ſo much as the know- 
ledge of the repreſentatives of the people; and. this was, after all, a 
free Conſtitution, where the Miniſter Kept frum the knowledge of the 
people, even the mode of raiſing the money which they were to pay. 
He knew that there was ſome excuſe for the DireRors, for the terror 
that was held out to them might have had ſome effect upon their 
conduct, to ſav nothing of the poſſibility of another ſpecies of influ- 
ence ; but the Miniſter was left abſolutely without excuſe. 

He then proceeded upon the ſubject of the drain of caſh, and 
aſſigned for it reaſons very different from thoſe urged by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. He ridiculed the idea that an attempt on 
the part of the Bank to leſſen the outſtanding demands againſt it, in 


order to preſerve credit, would be injurious to their intereſts, &c. as 


alſo the motions of the Minifter upon what he called the neceſſity of 
increaſing the circulating medium before it was proved that our ca- 
pital was increaſed. Such attempts reſembled thoſe of a perſon 
who, becauſe ſpecie was ſcarce, changed his gold into filver, and 
ſilver into gold, every day, in order to avoid the inconvenience of a 
general ſcarcity of ſpecic. He contended alſo, that there was much 
fallacy in the Miniſter's conclaſions from the imports and exports in 
the courſe of the war, and by which he had attempted to impoſe 
upon the Houſe. He obſerved, that the Miniſter had been pleaſed 
to ſay nothing to us of comfort on the general ſcale of Europe, well 
knowing he could not do ſo. The only point of confolation he 
had attempted was that of the extent of our commerce. There wes 
one point upon that ſubject in which he concurred with the Mi- 
niſter, namely, that theories upon theſe matters could not be truſted, 
except where they were accompanicd by experience. He thought 
the Houſe ought to look at our increaſed debt with ſome caution. 
In the war which was begun by Sir Robert Walpole, the-amount 


of our exports was only eight millions; in the year 1789, they 
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were fifty millions, or thereabouts; in the courſe of the ſeven years 
war our exports increaſed from thirteen to ſixteen millions. He 
could not, however, help obſerving, that we had not gained in this 
proportion-in national proſperity. He defired the Houſe to look at 
the increaſe of our debt; it was now increaſed to four hundred millions 
and upwards. Ihe burden impoſed upon the people was ſeven millions 
annually, and this we were not ſure we ſhould be able to continue. 
There was a fituation in human affairs in which it was ſaid, that jo- 
norance was a bleſſing, and that it would be a folly to become wiſe 
We were now in that ſituation. It was hardly worth while to awake 
us out of our dream of proſperity, when it was clear, that when we 
awoke we could only ſee that we could hardly ſave ourſclves from 
deſtruction. The queſtion before the Houſe was this: Whether 
the Houſe would chuſe to ſupport the Miniſter, and thereby run the 
country to certain and immediate ruin, or take the chance of {ving 
it for ſome time by their exertion ? N 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid a few words for the motion. 

Strangers were then ordered to withdraw; but we underſtand 
that, after the gallery was cleared, 

Mr. H. THORNTON moved the previous queſtion on the 
firſt reſolution propoſed by Mr. Grex, on the ground that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ought not to be cenſured for a breach «f 
promiſe, when circumſtances of an unforeſcen nature had arifen 
which had rendered it impoſſible that his promiſe ſhould be ful- 
filled. Mr. H. Thornton alſo made ſome remarks on the too fan- 
guine calculation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer reſpecting the 
probable income and outgoing of the country, which had led to the 
diſappointment complained of by the Bank. The honourable 
gentleman likewiſe defended ſome poſitions in his (Mr. Thornton's) 
evidence before the Houſe, which had been controverted by Mr. 
Grey and Mr. Fox. | 

Diviſion on the firſt reſolution : For it, 66 ; Againſt it, 206. 

All the other reſolutions were negatived without a diviſion, except 
the laſt. | 

On the laſt the Houſe divided: For it, 60 ; Againſt it, 206. 
Adjourned. | 


Wedneſday, 17th May. 


Mr. FOX gave notice, that on Friday ſe'nnight it was in- 
tended, either by himſelf, or an honourable friend of his (Mr. Grey) 
to bring forward a motion for a reform in the repreſentation of the 
People in the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 
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Thurſday, 18th May. 


* 


to bring forward his motion in ſo thin a Houſe, had not frequent 
delays already occurred. However callous they might have become 
by the many very diſaſtrous ſcenes which had of late happened, yet, 
when the ſituation and fate of our brave countrymen in thoſe peſti- 
lential climates were deliberately conſidered, it muſt excite one uni- 
form wiſh in the breaſt of every man a wiſh to reſcue the remains 
of that gallant army from thoſe climes of death. When he origi- 
nally gave notice of his motion, he had not determined in his own 
mind whether to move for a Committee, or for an addreſs to His 
Majeſty, requeſting the recall of the Britiſn troops from the iſland of 
St. Domingo. Whatever his doubts once were, now he could have 
none : the recent events in Europe had evinced the propriety of the 
latter motion, and therefore that was the motion he intended to ſub- 
mit tothem : but if it were not fo, there were two papers upon the 
table of the Houſe, which contained every information that could 
be expected from a Committee, and of themſelves ſhewed the neceſ- 
ſity of his motion. The two papers were, the accounts of the bills 
from the iſland of St. Domingo, and the ſad catalogue of the deaths 
of our unfortunate countrymen. Of late, indeed, it had been made 
matter of juſtification of Miniſters, that the expences of the expedi- 
tion of St. Domingo far exceeded their expectations: be it ſo; and 
allowing the climate of St. Domingo to be healthy, inſtead of peſti- 
ferous, yet, under the circumſtances of Europe, he ſhould think the 
meaſure of withdrawing our troops from thence extremely neceſſary; 
particularly from the ſeparate peace made by the Emperor, leaving 
us to contend, fingle handed, againſt an enemy, who, by their vigour 
and energy, had beaten and diſunited_ the moſt formidable confede- 
racy againſt them that ever Europe witnefled. Under theſe circum- 


ſtances, it became us to draw home and concentrate all our forces 


topreſerve our Conſtitution, and maintain our independence againſt 
the attacks of a vigorous and ſucceſsful enemy. Theſe ſueceſſes 


vere ſuch, that they appeared almoſt to exhibit the effects of divine 


retnbution. Let the Houſe recollect the commencement of the 
war; did they recolle& the manifeſto of the Duke of Bunſwick, 


which threatened Paris with vengeance and deſolatiom? and now - 


let them ſee its termination againſt that very power under the walls 


of Vienna, and the terms dictated by the power of a triumphant 
enemy, 


The war itſelf had, indeed, been matter for frequent diſcuſſion, | 
both within and without that Houſe; but, without doors, it was uni- 


Vol. II. 38 . 


Mr. ST. JOHN faid, he certainly ſhould not have attempted 
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verſally faid, that the war had been moſt grofsly conducted; and that 
able man, Mr. Burke, had declared, that, even in that Houſe, Op- 
poſition had their opinions, and Government their votes. To thoſe 
who thought that the war was begun for the ſupport of the old Go- 


vernment of France—to ſuch the Weſt-India expedition muſt ap- 


pear as a powerful diverſion in favour of our enemies, and calculated 
to prevent the attainment of that object of the war. | 

The ifland of St. Domingo was of great extent, and it remained 
to ſee, whether the means for ſubjugating that country were ade- 
quate to the end propoſed. He knew it might be afferted, that we 
expected great aſſiſtance from the inhabitants of that iſland ; 
but, of this, he ſhould ſay more hereafter. Another point of view 
was, whether our attempt of conqueſt in that quarter was not likely 


to create the jealouſy of the naval powers, and particularly of Spain? 


and therefore, whether, inſtead of procuring their co-operation, they 
were not more likely to defert and abandon us ? An additional con- 
fideration was, the actual military force then in thoſe iſlands. The 
Commiſſioner Santhonax took with him 6000 men, of thoſe who 
were ſuppoſed to be the beſt Republicans, namely, the National 
Guards. In the iſland there was a force of 9000, making, in the 
whole 1 5, ooo diſciplined men; add to theſe, 10,000 diſciplined 


Blacks, and a number of revolted Negroes, to the amount of 


40,000, who would fall upon either party, if they could do it with 
hopes of ſucceſs, and therefore, to be equally guarded againſt as 


profeſſed enemies. To meet this force, the firſt force under Gene- 


ral Whitlocke conſiſted of the number of 870 men. If, from cir- 
cumſtances, they hoped that fo ſmall a force could be effectual, at 
leaſt, it behoved them to build thoſe opinions upon good foundations. 
That the inhabitants would join them was an idle and vague ſuppo- 
fition, and built only upon the report of emigrants, a foundation much 
too weak to act upon with any proſpect of ſucceſs. This would ap- 

by an examination of the conduct of that iſland from the car. 
lieſt periods of the French Revolution. 

Upon the ſummoning the States General in France, without any 
communication or orders from the then Government, they choſe 
cightcen Deputies to repreſent them in the Aſſembly. This ſhewed 
that they were animated with the ſame ſpirit of liberty as pervaded 
their countrymen in Europe; and therefore it was not probable they 
would co-operate with men who oppoſed thoſe principles. But al- 
though they deſired liberty for themſelves, they by no means wiſhed 
to participate it with the People of Colour, and hence aroſe much 
"diſcord and tumult. Several inſurrections were the conſequences, 
one of which was headed by one Huge, who was defeated, and fled 
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to the Spaniſh part of the iſland. He afterwards was given up by 
the Spaniards, and was tried and condemned. He ſupplicated for 
a reſpite, and confeſſed that there was a ſcheme of inſurrection, and 
that the Republicans were all to be maſſacred. It was alſo generally 
underſtood, that the People of Colour were to receive the counte- 
nance of the Court of France if they would delay their plans for a 
ſhort time. The confeſſion of Huge was for a time concealed : but 
afterwards it was known, and the Royaliſts were branded with marks 
of diſguſt and horror. Was it, therefore, likely that we ſhould re- 
ceive co-operation, when we went expreſsly in ſupport of thoſe men 
and their principles? In the ſummer of the year 1791, a deputa- 
tion of Royaliſts offered to put that iſland under the protection of 
Great Britain, but as we were then at peace it could not be ac- 
cepted ; but when the war broke out, an order was ſent to the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica to undertake the expedition. He believed the 
warmeſt patizans of liberty in France, the moſt furious Democrats, 
even the Jacobins themſelves, never meditated that exceſſive mea- 
ſure of giving freedom to the Negroes. But could it not be fore- 
ſcen, that France, in her own defence, would adopt every meaſure, 
even that of enfranchiſing the Slaves ? Accordingly, when the attack 
was known to be meditated, the Commiſſioners, Polverelle and 
Santhonax, iſſued the Proclamation, giving liberty to the Slaves, 
which was afterwards confirmed by the convention in 1794. The 
examination of the dates would prove that this meaſure was adopted 
as a meaſure of defence, and not upon other grounds. After the 
firſt eſſay, which was unimportant, the next object of attack was 
Cape Nichola Mole. This was very ſtrong towards the ſea, but 
defenceleſs on the land fide. At the time we were in poſſeſſion of 
that place, every inhabitant left the town. This was another pretty 
ſtrong proof of the temper of the inhabitants. The third object 
was an attack upon Tiberon. A Mr, Duval had promiſed to be 
there with a force, and ſtated, that there was no troops in the place, 
Mr. Duval did not appear at the time appointed, and there was a 
ſtrong force againſt us ; the conſequence was, that we were beaten, 
and a few days ought to have afforded us the ſalutary experience of 
the impoſſibility of ſuccefſes with that force which we then had, 
The next arrival of forces was from Jamaica, leaving only in that 
iſland 400 men. In May, 1794, forces arrived from England; 
but by that period the yellow fever had begun its deſtructive pro- 
grels. The honourable Member then reviewed the progreſs made 
In the campaigns of 94, 95, and 96, and maintained that they 
had been all ill conducted. The ravages by the fever wers ſuch, 
38 2 
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and the Britiſh troops died away ſo faſt, that they could only ac 
on the defenſive. 


Our ſituation now was, that after a four-years war, with the a 
exception of Port-au-Prince, we only poſſeſſed three places, which t 
we had gained within the firſt ten days after landing. This, in- h 
deed, was a ftrong argument in favour of withdrawing our troops h 
from that ifland. Though we pofſeſſed the beſt harbour in the n 
place, yet we by no means ſecured our trade, for no leſs thay. thirty n 
pri vateers who had taken thirty or forty Britiſh merchantmen, were ir 
fitted out from an obſcure port, and ſcarce a ſhip could paſs between fe 
the Windward and Leeward Iſlands without being taken. As to Ja 
the produce of the Iſland, ſcarce any thing could come, but what th 
| came from under the reach of the cannon of thoſe places of which e 
ö we were in poſſeſſion. And as to the argument of the miſchief we di 
| did the enemy, it was by no means a balance for our own waſte of en 
| blood and treaſure. o 
| With reſpect to the expences of that part of the war, it had m: 
| gone on progreſſively increaſing. In the year 1794 the bills were ho 
296,000l.—in 1795, 77 2,000l.—in 1796, 2, 211, 00l.—and by 
in January, 1797, 790,000]. Miniſters, he knew, might anſwer wr 
to this, that they had done all they could to prevent and reſtrict this W 
expenditure. If ſo, it furniſhed a ſtrong argument in favour of his ext 
motion, to prevent altogether the expence. The bills drawn for he 
the large army on the Continent m the years 1794 and 1795, wh 
amounted only. to 16,000,000]. and thofe drawn from St. Do- ope 
mingo were 4,000,000]. nearly a quarter as much as were drawn too, 
from the whole Britiſh forces in Germany. it 
To talk of the eivil eſtabliſhment, was a farce ; and yet that had reac 
been made a ſyſtem of jobs. There was one man, an emigrant, perl 
appointed Chief Judge, with a falary of 2,500l. a year, and who ever 
was ſo unfit for the office, that he was requeſted to retire, and now it, 
actually enjoyed it here as a ſinecure. Great as the expence was, righ 
the loſs of lives was a more ſerious confideration. By a return on who 
the table, the deaths were 7, 500, to the 3oth of September laſt. duty 
Of theſe, few fell by the ſword ; the reſt by the peſtilential effect of colo. 
the climate, to which the Engliſh never could be ſeaſoned. Some purp 
regiments loſt 500, ſome 600 men, and ſome even more. In no look 
place had the war been ſo badly conducted; and, as Miniſters had well 
acknowledged the expence to be out of their control, the Houſe Mini 
ought to join with him in praying His Majeſty to recall the troops the b 


from St. Domingo. He accordingly moved an addreſs to that tereſt 
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Mr. Secretary DUNDAS aid, that, if he were to indulge his 
own private inclinations, he ſhould occupy but a ſmall portion of the 
time and attention of the Houſe, being diſpoſed, from the view he 
took of the motion, to confine himſelf to a very few ſentences. If 
he were to confine himſelf ſolely to the queſtion propoſed by the 
honourable gentleman for the concurrence of the Houfe, it would 
not be neceſſary for him to ſay many words; but, from certain ge- 
neral expreſſions which had fallen from the honourable gentleman 
in the courſe of his ſpeech, the Houſe would allow it was impoſlible 
for him to remain ſilent under the general charges which had been 
laid to him and his colleagues—charges of a conduct, for which, if 
they were held blameable, they were blameable in common with 
every Adminiſtration, and every Miniſter entruſted with the con- 
duct of military affairs, in every war in which the country had been 
engaged for the preſent century. Put before he adverted partieu- 
larly to the ſeveral charges of the honourable gentleman, he would 
make an obſervation or two on the concluſion of his ſpeech. "The 
honourable gentleman had quoted an extract from a book written 
by a right honourable gentleman, to whoſe perſon, and to whoſe 
writings he was very willing at all times to pay the tribute of reſpect, 
With regard to the ſentiments expreſſed by that gentleman, in the 
extract which had been read, they had been long known to him; 
he knew, that it was that gentleman's opinion, that if the troops 
which had been ſent to the Weſt Indies were applied to continental 
operations, the war would have been better conducted; he knew, 
too, that this was the right honourable gentleman's opinion, before 
it was thrown into the ſhape in which the Houſe had juſt heard it 
read. But, highly as he reſpeQed the ſentiments of that reſpectable 
perſon, he could not ſubſeribe to them, nor to any authority, how- 
ever reſpectable, when his own underſtanding did not coincide with 
it, He would, therefore, ſay, that nothing he had heard from that 
| right honourable gentleman, nor from the honourable gentleman 
' who made the motion, could induce him to believe that it was the 
duty of Adminiſtration, in any war, to abandon the intereſts of the 
f colonies, and to employ the ſtrength, which ſhould be applied to that 
purpoſe, in expeditions of a different nature. If gentlemen would 
0 look back to our hiſtory, they would find that in no war, which was 
well conducted, had ever ſuch a principle entered into the minds of 
ſe Miniſters : nor was there ever a war, in which it had not been held 
ps the beſt and wiſeſt policy to direct our force againſt the colonial in- 
at tereſts of the enemy, and to the protection of our own. Therefore, 
When the honourable gentleman, or any other, ſtated that the Weſt- 
India war, was criminal, becauſe there had been a great expence of 
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money, and, what was much worſe, a great expenditure of lives, 
they were, in fact, uttering a groſs libel on every Adminiſtration 
which had ever conducted a war for Great Britain. For his part, 
he was old-faſhioned enough to feel a ſtronger diſpoſition to follow 

up the ſteps of thoſe of his predeceſſors, whoſe good conduct had 
obtained the ſuffrage of the nation, than to adopt the new-fangled 
ideas of peace or war, which he ſometimes heard broached, be the 
talents or ſituation of the perſon who broached them what they 
might. In the war of 1763, which no man would deny had a 
moſt glorious and advantageous termination for England, how was 
our force directed? Againſt Canada, againſt Martinico, againſt St. 
Lucia, &. The reſult was fortunate—while France had not been 
able in that war to make one Weſt-India conqueſt. Not only the 
perſons who conducted that war thought that they directed the force 
well, but every one fince had allowed it, The preſent war, upon 
which the epithet of “ ingloriaus had been fo often liberally be- 
ſtowed, was, in reſpect to Weſt-India acquiſitions, till more glo- 
rious than that of 1763, or any former war: for, with the excep- 
tion of the iſland of Guadaloupe, Britain was now in poſſeſſion of 
every one of the Leward iſlands; fo that as a war, in which we 
were contending for colonial intereſt, with France, we ſtood, in point 
of ſucceſs, in a more elevated ſtate than ever. And as to the queſ- 
tion, whether it was ſound policy or not, to direct our force to that 
quarter, he would, upon the authority he had already ſtated, aſſume 
that it was for the intereſt of the country to maintain our colonial 
poſſeſſions ; and he would give this as an anſwer to the honourable 
gentleman who made the motion, as well as to the extract from 
that elegant pamphlet which he had read. At the fame time he 
would remind the Houſe of the peculiar injuſtice with which he 
and his friends were treated on this point. When troops were firlt 
ſent to the Continent to prote& Holland and the Netherlands, the 
Houſe would recolle& that they were arraigned from the oppoſite 
fide of the Houſe for neglecting the Weſt-India colonies ; he 
begged of gentlemen, then, as they muſt attack him, to attack him 
confiſtently, and not at one time to attack him for neglecting, and 
at another for preſerving, the Weſt-India colonies. No longer 280 
than laſt ſpring, a very heavy attack was made upon him, in order 
to prove that the Weſt-Indies had been entirely neglected: he had 
repelled the attack, and proved to the Houſe that the charge was 
totally groundleſs; and this day he was called upon to defend him- 
{lf againſt a charge of a directly oppoſite nature. The iſland of 
St. Domingo was the object of this day's attack, and an endeavour 
was made to prove that we ſhould never have attempted to get 2 
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ſeſſion of it; and, that having got a part of it, we ſhould directly 
abandon it. If it was, as it had always been held to be, right po- 
licy in this country to make it the principal object of any war to 
protect our own Weſt-India colonies, and annoy thoſe of the 
enemy, then ſo far the iſland of St. Domingo was a great object, 
nor only to ſecure ourſelves, but to leſſen the maritime power of 
France : for, was it ever yet ſtated by any man, that it was at all 
to be doubted, that the naval power of France always reſted almoſt 
entirely for its ſupport and ſtrength on their poſſeſſions of the iſland 
of St. Domingo ? If gentlemen would take the pains to inquire into 
the point, they would find this aſſertion confirmed beyond all poſſi- 
bility of diſpute : for they would ſee, that when France had full 


. poſſeſſion of it, the exports of that iſland amounted to no leſs than 


ſeven millions ſterling. This was at the reduced price ſugars then 
bore : but, at the price which ſugars bring at the preſent day, the 
exports of St. Domingo would amount to full ten millions ſterling; 
and the men employed in that trade were the foundation of the ma- 
ritime power of France, and the foundation of its commerce. The 
iſland of St. Domingo alone produced one-third more than all the 
Britiſh Weſt-India iſlands, Jamalca itſelf included. So that he 
was well warranted in ſaying, that the ſugar trade of Europe was, 
by the poſſeſſion of that important ifland, almoſt wholly in poſſeſſion 
of France: and whatever afforded ground for trade, afforded alſo 
ground for maritime ſtrength. Even in that ſolitary point of view, 
being engaged in a war with France, was he wrong to aſſume, that 
if it was poſſible to diſpoſſeſs men of ſuch a vaſt reſource, it was the 
very beſt poſſible appropriation of the forces of this country ? it was, 
in fact, a meritorious object, and was, therefore, of itſelf, a ſufficient 
anſwer to the objections of the honourable gentleman. 

But he had ftated it too narrowly indeed, when he {poke of the 
poſſeſſion of St. Domingo as it affected the intereſt of France only: 
it was alſo intimately connected with the protection of our own re- 
ſources, and of the maritime power which we derived from the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Jamaica. At all times, while a war ſubfiſted between 
Great Britain and France, Jamaica was the object of our continual 
anxiety and ſolicitude: for from the 'contiguity and local ſituation 
of St. Domingo, as well as from the innumerable harbours with which 
the coaſt of that iſland is indented, it was always aſſumed as a fact, 
and, indeed, ſo plain as to be reduced to an axiom, that Jamaica 


was in centinual danger from it. Every ſoldier, therefore every 


failor—every ſhip that was ſent to St. Domingo was ſent to Jamaica. 
The honourable gentleman himſelf had admitted, that the harbour 
ef Nicola Mole was of great uſe: it was, indeed, of incalculable 


| f 
s LF p 
1 
| 4 
4 
784 - 
er. LE, i 
+ ns 
Tay 
by F, N 
N * 
. a 
t * k Hh 
f 5 2 
i I! 
. Sq 
A* 
1 5 13 
's N ; 
a 1 > 
48 3; 
a2. 24% 
1 8 y 
v.24 
q : 
4%&Y 2 
4% FR 1 
16 
7 I 4 
Bs” 1d | | 
e 
: \ Ls 4 
15 71 
P | 
"i "VE x 
4 
. 14 
1 
ee * 
1 4 > 4 LS 
41 Z 
\ 4 
4 7 
— re 184 
o 1 . 
"BF \ 3.» 
T7 ns & 
14 
Fi. 1 | 
14 . 5 
. 14 
wo *; "4 
\ 1 
my 3% » 
0 * 
$$$ 4 
t 68 
7 £17 ns 
4 1 Is 2 
447 1 
+ \ * 
#3 | | 
1 l : 
os | 
4+ 1 
3 1 
4 þ & * 
1 \ Fu 
. Fa ? * 
17 14 
* -T 
_ \* 
2 279 Tx, 
4 - * 4 
1 5 
& — = 1 
4 q P 7 
1 * 
"| $38 | 
ES 
Ot. 18 
gt +4, 
(4-336 
#. 1 i & 
1 5 * 
"we. \ ry 
oi -! J. 
RH, 
A 144 1 "x 
3 s 
4 \ 1 1 
2 0 Id 
y 1 1 
8 : : 
* 
"er 
= y 
„ +4 1 
* + PX - » 
b . 
n TY 
iT * 5 
T3 
=. *. 8 
1 * 
28 60 St 
* 
+ : 
the! ' 
: . g 
* x = 
+ WM 
5 G Ra 
o J 21 
2 1 
14 
kJ - * 
2 4 ; « 
12 % & 
: © 
i. 1 2 
* N 
* 4 
* 1 
1 
2 g. 
* 44 
1 5 
2.x IX, 
* ng 
© 4 G 
. 
_ 
. * 
9 
. * 
4 I j 
: = 4 
©38 
7 
- 4488 » 4 1 
fo 4 
1 1 
+» 1 FREY 
* yg 
© 
/ *? l 
: "* * 1 
94 iF 
14, 48205 
3 ” © 
y 1 0 
_ 
WS. 
+ \ 
L 7 2 
{+ ,FY ©; 
Wb 
E 10 
y 42 
4 7 
, 4 
1 
ee 
£ \ 
wy 
2 ny. 1 
5 
+I p 
\ - 
fy 64 
£ \ 
» U . * 
\ 
# [1 
449 
1397 
»1 \ * ol 
. ih 
4 
— 1 1 
4 1 
14 
2 
14 
? wy : \ 
* 
” 4 
* * 1 
3 6 
4 
\ 1 
i 1+ 
1 Ka 
vi 7 I 74 
* 9 
= g 4 
1 x , 
ETS 2 
3 89 
4 + 1 
A 7s 
* * 
„ | 875 
FX F 
4 8 * 
* 4 { 
5 * 
* 
6 4 
l 4 
bs \ 
! + 
* 1 1 
Wok N 0 * 
1 LM} 
2 * 
"J $a 
i, 4 kl 
"= $4 F Fo . 
e 
ot * 
- 
'*_ y 
\ 


5 — I” 


4 
' 


= — 
4 N 


— 


—— 


— - 1 * 
„ — 


— — 


2 —— yy — 


N 
1 
: 
. 
1 
$1 
{ 
: 
| 
» 
1 
2? 
3] 
| 


$04 PARLIAMENTARY W 


value —a harbour which commanded the whole Windward paſſage 
would be allowed by any gentleman in the Houſe to be at leaſt material 
to us. Theſe were topics which were maintained in all wars, ang 
which he would maintain now. But it did not reſt here it ga8 
yet to be conſidered what the ſituation of St. Domingo was 4, ng 
the whole period of the war. He begged leave to corre 4 n 
the honourable gentleman had fallen into, when he ſail, © ja. 
mities of St. Domingo had ariſen from our ſending troops there, 
This was by no means founded in fact or reaſon. 

The Houſe would recollect, that long previous to the commence. 
ment of the war, there was a dangerous inſurrection of Negroes in 
that iſland, and Lord Effingham, who was then Governor of Ja- 
maica, ſent a force to it to protect the Government of it from the 
inſurgents. This inſurrection, though it was checked from time to 
time, was never completely quelled; but that very circumſtance 


| Juſtified the meaſure : for on our connection with St. Domingo de- 


pended ſolely the ſafety of Jamaica, The Houſe, in conſidering 
this queſtion, would take into conſideration, that in this war a ſcene 
unheard of, and a policy unexampled, were purſued. The French 
not only abandoned their own iſlands to inſurrection, but promoted 


it, and endeavoured to make the Negroes in all parts, and in our 


own iſlands, inſtruments to avenge them on this country. He put 
it to the honourable gentleman himſelf, whether, ſuppoſing every 
other reaſon out of the queſtion, Great Britain could remain an 
indifferent ſpeQator of a body of five thouſand Negroes in inſurrec- 
tion, and poſſeſſed of uncontroled power, in an iſland contiguous to 
their colonies? Was there any man who would agree, that if the 
Negroes, being in that ſtate, had been permitted to proceed, and 
gaining ſtrength, had extirpated the Planters, Jamaica would be worth 
one year's purchaſe ? or that the lives and properties of the Planters 
of Jamaica would be ſafe? What ſaved Jamaica from the ſame 
ſort of invaſion as Grenada ? St. Domingo was in our poſſeſſion. 
Our firſt connection aroſe from being importuned by the Planters 
to take the iſland under the dominion of England. The queſtion 
then to be conſidered, was this, Was it adviſeable to cloſe with that 
ſolicitation? And was it not matter of ſelf-defence to prevent their 
being over-run with inſurrections of- Negroes ? 

As to the mortality, the honourable gentleman had not gone ſo 
far as to charge any one with an intention of taking poſſeſſion of an 


iſland that they knew would be fatal to the troops, for the purpoſe of 


cutting them off. But the Houſe would recolle& that inſalubrity 
was not the character of St. Domingo. Even when the yellow fever 
attacked the troops it was not peculiar to that iſland, for it raged in 
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every other. When Sir Charles Grey went to St. Domingo the 
vallow fever did not prevail. And Governor Williamſon wrot- 
{which letter Mr. Dundas read) that nothing marked the healthful 
nels of the climate more than, that not one man had died in it, but 
two of wounds. After that, it was ſuppoſed that the contagion would 
ceaſe, and the iſland be reſtored to its priſtine ſalubrity. 

Mr. Dundas then proceeded to ſhew, that other Adminiſtrations, 
and good ones, had ſent troops on expeditions to a much more dele- 
tericus climate. At the Havannah, for inſtance, Lord Albemarle 
went there with near 12,000 troops, and between June and Octto- 
ber 5020 men were left dead there, fo that there were more men 
loſt in that one ſpot, in a few months, than in the Weſt-India 
idands in four years of this war. Yet that war was reckoned 
glorious. | 

When, therefore, it was the effect of the poſſeſſion of that iſland 
to bring down the maritime power of France, and fave Jamaica 
from devaſtation hen it was coniidercd what the calamities would 
be, if a large body of infurgent Negroes, murdering the Planters, 
men, women, and children in St. Domingo, would extend their 
ſyſtem of inſurrection to Jamaica, and that this was prevented — 
would the hunourable gentleman ſay that the cauſe of humanity 


of St. Domingo? 

As to the expences, confidering the magiitude of the object, they 
were not ſo great; they were laid out under ofhcers who were in- 
ſtrueted to be careful, and who he believed were fo, and whoſe ac- 
cunts were under inveſtigation ; but he muſt ſay the officers were 
in a delicate ſituation they had many things to plead in defence of 
not excreiting ſtrict economy, and would, perhaps, have reaſons to 
give ior the expences, which forbade che Houle at this time deciding 
upon the ſubject. It was rather unfair, however, in the honourable 
gentleman to accule Miniſters of a job, when there was only one 
perſon whoſe appointment was mace in this country. Miniſters, 


$ however, he ſaid, had taken a decided plan, and given inſtructions 
a pronibiting the expence of civil and military eſtabliſhments in that 
n iſland (excepting the garriſon) from exceeding 300, oool. 

IT But admitting as the honourable gentleman did that the harbour. 
9 of Nicola Mole was the beſt in the Weſt- Indies, could he be ſerious 


when he propoſed to abandon it and leave the whole without pro- 
tection, to the people who had enabled us to make head againſt 
France ? and to ſuffer the Negro inſurrections to ruin that iſland 
and ſpread the ſame deſtruction to Jamaica ? or if it was even tu 
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would have gained any thing by abſtaining from taking poſſeſſion 


Pals from us to France, would it be adviſable to give up ſuch a ſtake, 
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which would be fo great æ material in negotiation ? To ſhew that it 
had not all the time been unproductive to us, he ſtated that in 1796, 
the part of St. Domingo in our poſſeſſion produced a million and 
a half, and employed above 400 ſhips. Upon the whole, therefore, 
he oppoſed the motion. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE could riot but diſſent from the motion, 
though at the fame time he could not agree with many opinions ex- 
preſſed by his right honourable friend (Mr. Dundas). He thought 
him inconſiſtent in the main foundation of his argument; for at 
the ſame time that he took credit for aQing with regard to the 
Weſt-Indies, on the eſtabliſhed principles of former Adminiſtra- 
tions, he acknowledged that France had conducted herſelf with re- 
ſpect to the colonial war on principles wholly new, by relinquiſhing 
all attempts at conqueſt in the iflands, and being content to put them 
in that ſtate which would make them uſeleſs to us. 

He wiſhed only, on the preſent occaſion, .merely to glance at 
this, and another point or two, being confident that this ſubject 
muſt come again under the conſideration of the Houſe. It was alſo 
inconſiſtent in his right honourable friend to regard St. Domingo as 
the ſource of ſo much power to France, at a time when, according 
to him, the previous regulations of that Government had produced 
a ſtate of univerſal deſolation through the iſland. 

He thought the policy purſued with reſpect to the Weſt Indies 
wrong and injurious. The old principles, however formerly right, 
were not adapted to the preſent times. In his opinion, the beſt 
mode would have been to ſecure what we poſſeſſed, by every means 
in our power to render our Negroes ſatisfied, and prevent the ſeeds 
of French principles by good uſage. If with this we had farther 
ſtrengthened the military force of each iſland, we ſhould have pur- 
ſaed by far the wiſer plan than vainly expending our ſtrength on 
unattainable objects, and which, if attained, would never have been 
made permanent or uſeful. 

As to the meaſure being a matter of defence to Jamaica, the fact 
alledged in proof of this by the right honourable gentleman did not 
bear him out in the conclufion ; for though Jamaica was not infeſted 
by Brigands from St. Domingo, as Grenada was from St. Lucia, Ft, 
Vincent's, and Guadaloupe, yet another reaſon might be afligned 
for that circumſtance very diſtin from the cauſe aſſigned. vt 
Domingo was rent with inteſtine broils, and there was no over-rul- 
ing French power ſufficient to colle& and dire& the Negro force. 
This was not the caſe in the Leeward iſlands where Victor Hugues 
with 1100 men had, by landing in Guadaloupe and joining the 
Negroes, been able to expel the Britiſh troops, and to organize ard 

L ; 32 


dire the whole black foree of the Leeward iflands. In this caſe, 


therefore, they were not divided as in St. Domingo, and, therefore, 
it was natural to expect that our coniiguous iſlands would be at- 
tacked. 

The regulation and concentration of force that he recommended, 
had been found effectual in Martinique. 

Again, he could not forbear charging on the argument uſed in 
defence of Government, another inconſiſtency. His honourable 
friend had ſaid, that he would rather that the enemy ſhould poſſeſs 
St, Domingo, than that it ſhould fall a prey to the Negroes. If, 
as he ſeemed to apprehend, the trade and maritime greatneſs of 
France was to ariſe principally from that colony, and that France 
was the principal rival of this country, how could it be more deſi- 
rable that ſhe ſhould obtain the only means of ſucceſsful conteſt ; as 
he had ſaid before, he only hinted at theſe inconſiſtencies ; it was 
not his intention to enter into them at preſent, being now convinced 
that a future opportunity would ariſe of diſcuſſing the Weſt-India 
war more at length, and he thought his right honourable friend 
himſelf would feel the neceſſity of it. At preſent he conceived that 
the ſtate of the Negroes in the French iſlands had not been ſuth- 
ciently conſidered ; they were now no more, like the inhabitants of 
India, too low for the ſtorm that was paſſing over them, they ſtood 
erect and influenced its direction. He concluded by ſaying, that 
he could not ſee any reaſon for relinquiſhing what we were now 
poſſeſſed of in the iſland, though he thought the attempt to ſubdue . 


; it was unwiſe. 
$ Mr. B. EDWARDS bore te*imony to many facts ſtated by 
r Mr. Dundas, as to the ſolicitation of the Planters of St. Domingo, 
. for this country to take poſſeſſion of the iſland. The firſt offer which 
n paſſed through him was in 1791, when this country not being en- 
en gazed in war with France, Government declined taking the advan- 
age of the diſtraction which agitated her colonies. After the war 
0 broke out, this ſolicitation was renewed, and diſeretional orders 
wt Vere in conſequence ſent out to Sir Adam Williamſon, who from 
ted the repreſentations of the French Planters, in which he was, how- 


euer diſappointed, and the conſideration that an attempt on St. Do- 
mingo might contribute to the defence of Jamaica, determined to 
make the attempt, though he could only ſpare 870 men for that 
ſervice, The force on the iſland he ſtated as follows 3000 troops 
of the line, the uſual peace eſtabliſhment ; 6000 national guards, 
arrived from Paris, and the iſland militia 10,000 ; in all about 


3000 ; as to the 40,000 rebel Negroes mentioned by Mr. Dun- 
43 2 


29,000 white men; to which were to be added a black corps of 
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das, they were not to be included, as they were adverſe to both 
parties, and poured down occaſionglly againſt all the whites, _ 

What however was done, was done the beſt, and the conſequences 
of the attempt were to he attributed more to misfortune than blame, 
Cape Nicholas and Piberon would give us the command of the 
Windward Paſſage, and theſe he thoveht might be maintained, 
though he was perſuaded that all Europe could not prevent St. Do- 
mingo from being a Negro colony. 

Mr. FOX hid, that it had been imputed to him, as an incon- 
ſiſtency, that he ſometimes accuſed Miniſters of having ſent fome- 
times too few, and ſometimes too many, to the Weſt Tadies. Put 
it might very eaſily happen, that in one ſenſe too few, and in 
another too many men were ſent to the Weſt tndics. Diſapprov- 
ing wholly of expeditions to the Welt Indies, it was poflible to 
think that Sir C. Grey's was undertaken with too few men, com- 
pared to its object, or that the {force being originally adequate, it 
became impoſlible to retain the conqueits made, for want of ſuf— 
ficient reinforcements. So with refpect to France, difepproving of 
expeditions there, he might, and c:tainly diet think, that the force 
of thoſe undertaken was far too tall, and wholly inadequate to 
their objects. In all this he faw ne incontitcney, no ablurdity, 

With reſpect to precedent, ſo much intiſted on, he could not but 
think it a ſtrange inference, that a war, commencing in 1793, 
ſhould be preciſcly conducted on the ſan e principles with one ending 
in 1763. Yet ſuch was the effect of the right honourable gentle- 
man's arguments. Now he ſhould have tight, that the conduct 
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of the war ſhould be regulated bv its objects, and the probability of 


producing peace the rational and ultimate end of all war. 

What might be the object of the war now he knew not, except 
that of getting out of it as well as we could; but mott certainly in 
its commencement the avowed object was the celtruction of the 
Jacobin Government eſtabliſhed in France. That was to be de- 
ſtroyed and replaced by ſome other Monarchy, if poſſible. Govern- 


ment might have changed their object; but on theſe grounds the- 
arguments adduced from Mr. Burke were irreſiſtible; for ſuppoſe 


that we had acquired every iſland belonging to the enemy in tie 
Weſt Indies, it would not advance us one ſtep to our object of de- 
ſtroying the internal Government of France. 


+ Thus, then, it appeared that Miniſters availed themſelves of that 


great and able man's principles to the effect of exciting that enthv- 
fiaſm in France which had made her an armed nation, but had not 
adopted them ſufficiently to follow thoſe means which led directi to 


the object they had in view. 
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Their object and their means were, therefore, ſtrangely at vari- 
ance. By their plan they rather ſeem to have had no diſtinct ob- 
ject, and to have gone on expecting ſome fortunate occurrence to 
ariſe which never happened ; and this he thought the molt compen- 
dious and beſt defence for everv event which had arifen fince the 
eommencement of the war. Though ſo many men were loſt at the 
Havannah, it was on a ſingle and ſucceſsful expedition, the object 
of which was approved; the loſs now complained of was ſyſte- 
matic and uſ-leſs. We expended our ſtrength, not for the glory or 
chances of battle, but for a permanent eſtabliſhment of no poſſible 
uſe, where the men did not fall in the animation or triumph of the 
fight, but fell uſeleſs victims to diſcaſe. 

As many, indeed, had been loſt on the Continent in one battle, 
which he hoped would teach the world to find out ſome other way 
than that miſerable one to terminate diſputes ; but in à battle, 
however great the loſs may be, there is victory, or the chance of it, 
to repay the loſs ; but here the loſs of thouſands is wholly ufeleſs 
and inglorious. How muſt the fight of ſuch an embarkation harrow | 
up the {foul ! to behold men going, not to conteſt, not to contingent 
victory and triumph, but to recruit the gradual waſting of diſeaſe ! 
What muſt be the feelings of thoſe Miniſters, if they were preſent, 
on tracing the features of men deſtined to ſuch ſervice ! 

If all this was neceſſary for the defence of Jamaica, as had been 
ſ:id, let the Houſe eſtimate the amount of the ſum this war had ren- 
dered indiſpenſable for the ſecurity of that colony. Independent of 
the great loſs of lives, amounting, with deſerters, to 9,000, the 
expence in bills drawn was near four millions and a half ; and this 
wholly independent of the ordinary internal defence of the iſland of 
Jamajea, which muſt have been conſiderable. So it is, that the 
| Houſe and Country are drawn on from ſtep to ſtep. If in 1793, 
the firſt year of the war, when the ſum voted was 4,500,000l. 
for the ſervice of the year, he had ſtated, that ſo far from being 
- adequate to all the ſervices of the country, it would not be ſufficient ! 


e. for the defence of one, he ſhould have been charged with wild and 
e extravagant aſſertion, if not wilful miſrepreſentation : yet ſo; in fact, 
ie it now appeared; nay, the fact was even contended for, in the de- 
e tence of Miniſters on a charge of a yet greater profuſion of blood. 

But it ſeems there is to be no more ſuch expence, for the bills are to 
at be limited to 300, oool. by poſitive orders not to exceed that ſum; 
u- 


Jet an honourable gentleman (Mr. Edwards) had obſerved, that 
orders to the Governor of Jamaica muſt be in their nature diſere- 
tonal; and if ſo, what ſecurity did this aſſurance give? The 
enemy, they now learnt, were to be treated with attention, and even 
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kindneſs ; for the ifland was to be retained at a great expence, leſt 
the Negroes might ſpread farther deſolation, although it was highly 
probable it was to be given up to France on the reſtoration of 
peace. He wiſhed we had begun the war with the ſame attention 
to the enemy with which we were diſpoſed to end it. He, however, 
thought it was exceeding all bounds of that good will which ſhould 
not be extinguiſhed to enemies, for this country, at fo heavy an ex- 
pence, to preſerve a colony we were certain would be given up, and 
which at preſent was of no uſe whatever. Might it not, however, 
to avoid this dilemma, he evacuated as a military poſt to the French 
forces now in that ifland ? He knew not if a negotiation was actu- 
ally pending for peace; but if it were, he was certain this courſe 
would not have any injurious effects on the terms of it; and ſeeing 
no means to obtain the object but by the preſent motion, he ſhould 
vote for it. 

Doctor LAURENCE argued againſt the motion. The queſtion 
was not whether a greater or ſmaller quota of troops thould be ſent 
to that iſland, but whether they ſhould be entirely withdrawn from 
it. He conſidered ſuch a meaſure would expoſe the trade of the 
Weſt-India iflands to additional danger of depredation from the 
number of the enemy's cruizers in thofe ſeas. It might be alſo 
prudent to take meaſures to prevent a Negro empire from being 
eſtablifhed in that part of the world. It had been ſtated, that we 
could only get out of the war by the willingneſs of the enemy to 
make peace. On this point he referred to a report of Eſchafſereaux 
in the Council of Five Hundred, who computed the balance of the 
commerce of the colonies to be three millions ſterling, - but which, 
during the war, had become a complete blank ; and he adds, that 
it ſhould be the great object of France, when peace comes, to reſtore 
that commerce, by obtaining poſſeſſion of theſe colonies. If this, 
then, was their avowed object in making peace, he thought it 
would be little ſhort of madneſs to abandon that, which, in a nego- 
tiation, would make a good bargain of ſale. Beſides, the St. Do- 
mingo Planters having put themſelves under the protection of this 
country; and as the enemy had not annulled the deteſtable laws by 
which they puniſhed emigrants, it would be both cruel and unjuſt to 
ſacrifice theſe men to the dreadful eonſequences which would enſue, 
by an abanilonment of that colony. Under theſe circumſtances, he 
deelared his opinion, that the places poſſeſſed in St. Domingo could 
not be evacuated without a dereliction of the honour of this country, 
and a violation of public faith. 
Mr. WILLIAM SMITH lamented the mutual eruelties which 
had been practiſed by the White and Blacks on cach other, and 


Mar 19:] DEBATES. 511 


condemned the civil eſtabliſhment of St. Domingo (of which only 
five pariſhes were in our poſſeſſion) which, he ſaid, nearly amounted 
to the whole expence which France was at, when it retained a much 
}arger part of the ifland. He alluded to the cauſes of the Revolu- 
tion among the Negrocs. He thought, if the Whites had, in the 
6rſ inſtance, given way, all the ſubſequent horrors would have been 
avoided. He denied that the Blacks alone were guilty of cruelty ; 
and mentioned an inſtance where the Whites having taken a Mu- 
latto Chief, nailed him to a cart, dragged him through the city, 
then broke his limbs upon a wheel, and finally threw him alive 
into a fire. | 

Mr. ST. JOHN replied ; after which the Houſe divided : 

For the motion, 31; Againſt it, 116. Majority, 86. 
General WALPOLE poſtponed his motion relative to the Ma- 


roons until Thurſday next. 


Friday, 19th May. 


Mr. Alderman COMBE preſented a petition on behalf of the 
company of Fiſhmongers in the city of London, againſt the bill for 
making Wet Docks, and praying to be heard by Counſel againſt 
ſuch parts of the bill as may affect them. | 

Mr. MANNING objected to this, on the ground that the pre- 
ſent bill had bcen before the Houſe ever ſince the early part of De- 
cember, and that this was the ſecond year of its being under the 
conſideration of Parliament, and as the company of Fiſhmongers 
had never till the preſent moment made the leaſt objection to the 
bill, he hoped the Houſe would not now pay attention to them. He 
had been informed that this petition, and ſeveral others of the ſame 
nature, were brought furward at the inſtance, and under the influ- 
ence of the City Remembrancer, and he verily believed were meant 
for no other purpoſe than to create delay in the procedure of that 
grand and uſeful project for the public welfare of the country. He, 
therefore, would flatter himſelf, that on theſe grounds the Houſe 
would not permit the petition to be laid before the Committee. 

Mr. Alderman COMBE ſaid, the petition was brought to him 
by ſome of his conſtituents, with a defire that he ſhould preſent it. 
He knew of no intention to create any unneceſſary delay in the pro- 
greſs of the bill. 

The queſtion, that the petitioners be heard by Counſel, was 
"ax negatived, and the petition was ordered to be laid on the 
Uble, 1 


On the order of the day for the committal of the bill to pre- 
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vent Foreſtalling, Regrating, and Engroſſing Live Cattle, being 
read,. | 

Mr. MAINWARING recommended that it might he referred 
to a Committee above ſtairs, who ſhould report their opinion to the 
Houſe ; and that after their report, it ſhould - be ſubmitted to a 
Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE objected to the principle of the bill, on 
the ground that, in his opinion, it would operate directly contrary 


[ Comnoxs, 


to the intention of the honourable mover of it. He was appre- i 
henſive that it would do a great injury to the breed of cattle, by / 
leflening it conſiderably, which could not fail to make every artick 
of butcher's meat much higher than it was at preſent. He thought th 
that a bill to prevent live cattle from being bought and fold avain th 
the ſame market, on the ſame day, would anſwer all the purpoſes an 
intended by this bill much better; and if the honourable Member 
would withdraw his preſent bill, and bring in another of the kind far 
he had mentioned, it ſhuuld receive his hearty and warm ſupport. R\ 
Mr. B. HOBHOUSE doubted the propriety of the principle of upd 
this bill. He was not prepared to approve of legiſlative reſtraints | 
in ſuch caſes. | The intereſt of the ſpeculatiſt and the intereſt of the this 
community were the ſame. If the ſpeculatiſt withheld, or with- hap 
drew goods from the market, it was becauſe he thought there was a tinu 
ſcarcity, and that they would therefore ſel] better on a future day. the 
If he were miſtaken, the loſs was his; if he calculated rightly, it * 
was for the advantage of the country, as well as himſelf; becauſe were 
articles, of which there is no great abundance, ſhould not be con- * 
ſumed too faſt. ; 25 gr. 
The SPEAKER obſerved, that the bill, after being committed * th 
to a Committee above ſtairs, would afterwards be ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of a Committee of the whole Houſe, and then the ber 
honourable Member who ſpoke laſt, or any other, would have at 8 
opportunity of making ſuch obſervations and objections as tte Prinze 
might think proper. Mr 
Mr. BASTARD thought the objections which had juſt been flemen 
urged by the honourable Members againſt the bill, were founded 0 "along 
a miſapprehenſion of the principle of the bill. It was not, he laid braun 


intended to regulate the price of the market, but to brea'; an urjuk the oath 
and miſchievous combination. He therefore was for the bill going 
to a Committee. | | 

MI. VANSITTART faid, that he entertained the fame ferio honoura 

apprehenſions as the honourable gentl«man near him (Mr. H. = tim 
Browne), that the preſent bill, by decreaſing the breed of cattle _s fom 

would enhance the price of meat. He did not, however, {ce ©) By. 
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objegion to its going to a Committee, and therefore would not 
oppoſe it. 5 — at | 
After a few words from Mr. MAINWARING, in reply to the 
ſeveral objections, the bill was ordered to be referred to a Committee 
above ſtairs. | | 
Mr. MAINWARING moved, that the report on the cutting 
and retail Butehet's petition, preſented to the Houſe in the laſt 
ſeffion of Parliament, be referred to the ſame Committee. — 
Agreed to. ö c | 201 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY obſerved to the Houſe, that 
this was a ſubject of the greateſt conſequence, and therefore he hoped 
they would fully conſider it, and not deem themſelves as pledged to 
any thing particular by what paſſed that night. I eee 
The adjourned debate on the thitd reading of the Corn ill was 


RYDER, who intimated that he had not changed his opinion 
upon the ſubjeR. 

Mr. COKE {of Norfolk) ſaid, he had no oppoſition to make to 
this bill; from the ' favourable proſpect of the harveſt, he was 
happy to ſay thare was no appearance of any neceſſity for con- 


; moo the reſtrichon which was propoſed to be taken off by 
| e bill. Ke 
t Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the following reſolutions, which 


were agreed to nem. con. - 


- 

„ gratulate His Majeſty on the nuptials of the Princeſs Royal and 
od * the Prince of Wirtembergh. * a 
he ** That an addreſs be preſented to Her Majeſty, to congratulate 
the ber upon the ſame happy occaſion. f 21 
an * That a congratulatory meſſage be ſent to the Prince and 
bey rinceſs of Wirtembergh upon the ſame happy occaſion.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that when the bill for raiſing the Sup- 

"een lementary Militia was before the Houſe, he had made ſome obſer- 
don ations reſpecting the ſituation of Roman Catholics who might be 
ſaid, wn for that Militia. He had then obſerved, that, according to 
ruſt the oath adminiſtered to the army, ſuch perſons were under the ne- 
going (ity of {wearing they were not Roman Catholics, or of ſuffering 


"ery ſevere penaltics if they could not find ſubſtitutes, The right 
lonourable gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Pitt) wiſhed him at 
that time to refrain from preſſing the ſubject on the Houſe, as he 
had ſome general regulations in view with regard to oaths. II. 


mended to make a motion upon the ſame ſubjeR early in the next 


Vor. II. 3 U 


farther adjourned to Wedneſday nevt, upon the motion of Mr. | 


That an humbly addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to con- 


l 
found naw, that another honourable gentleman (Mu. Wilberforceſ : 
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raiſed; and the recollection that he had received the inftruQions of 


| diſcovered in their mode of carrying it on. They bad, from the 
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week ; he ſhould therefore take that opportunity of ſtating his views 
more fully to the Houſe, and of bringing forward the propoſition 
he originally intended. 

Mr. Alderman COMBE roſe to make his promiſed motion for 
the diſmiflal of His Majeſty's Miniſters. He obſerved, that when he 
conſidered the great magnitude and importance of the ſubject on 
which he had to requeſt the indulgence and attention of the Houſe, 
he found himſelf under the deepeſt degree of embarrafiment. He 
was fully ſenſible of his own inability to do it that juſtice which it 
deſerved ; and could heartily have wifhed that it had been com. 
mitted to the charge of thoſe whoſe eminent mental qualifications 
rendered them ſo much more capable of giving to it that weight of 
impreſſion which he was conſcious he muſt fail to do. A due ſenſe 
of his duty, however, had overcome every objection on that head, 
which his diffidence and the conſciouſneſs of his own inability had 


6; ß 
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his conſtituents, which he ſhould ever hold himſelf bound to com- 
ply with, to bring forward this motion, had determined him to do 
ſo in the beſt manner he was able. He once more regretted that it 
had not fallen into more able hands. He flattered himſelf, how- 
ever, the candour and liberality of the Houſe would induce them to 
make every fair allowance in his favour, and to excuſe ſuch defeds 12 
as might appear in his addreſs to them, on the ſcore of the ſhort 
time he had fat in Parliament, and the few opportunities he had had 
of delivering his fentiments in public. It was, he believed, the 
general and almoſt univerſal opinion of the people of this country 
at the preſent moment, as well as that of his conſtituents, that the 
calamities which preſſed ſo hard upon the people, were in a great capab 
meaſure, if not wholly, owing to Miniſters having plunged us into 
the preſent war. He would not deny, that at the commencement 
of it the war appeared to be popular, but it had Jong ceaſed to be 
fo, and he believed nothing had ſo much contributed to produce that 
effect, as the weakneſs and incapacity which Miniſters had uniformly 
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beginning, declared it to be both juſt and neceſſary. In both thel 
points he had always differed with them. But even allowing, for 
the ſake of argument, that it was ſo, it was but reaſonable to exped 
that they ſhould have produced, and laid before the public, ſome 
real or oſtenfble ground or cauſe on which it was undertaken, and 
entered into. Every private individual, before he quarrels vit 
his neighbour, always looks upon himſelf as bound to aſſign his re 
ſon for ſo doing; and ſurely in a quarrel between two great nation 
nothing leſs ought to be expected. If we look, however, faid be, 
I 
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to the conduct of Miniſters from the commencement of the war with 
France, it is in vain that we ſeek for any one fixed or ſettled princi- 
ple or motive by which they were guided. Sometimes it was for 
one purpoſe, then it was for another ; and to the preſent moment 
the country is equally in the dark, as it was at the firſt, It is 
needleſs to take up the time of the Houſe by calling their attention 
any farther back than January 1794. The oſtenſible cauſe of the 
war at that time was ſaid to be the reſtoration of Monarchy in 
France. That form of Government in France appeared to Mi- 
niſters ſo abſolutely neceſſary for the welfare and intereſts of this 
country, that it was held out as a ſufficient cauſe for all the load of 
expences we might incur, and the whole catalogue of calamities 
which were likely to attend it, and which have enſued to ſo deplo- 
rable an extent. This cauſe, however, did not long remain to 
them. Events of the moſt melancholy nature rendered that ground 
no longer tenable. It was found neceſſary to chuſe a new one; and 
the next which was held forth for the amuſement and gratification 
of the people, and for the excuſe and juſtification of Miniſters, was 
indemnity for the paſt, and ſecurity for the future. This was occupied 
for a conſiderable time, till at length it was, in its turn, obliged to 
be given up; and then we were bound to continue the war, till 
* France was ſettled into ſome form of government, capable of 
* maintaining the relations of peace and amity.” When that event 
took place, we were aſſured that Miniſters would not fail to take the 
earlieſt opportunity of entering into negotiations for a juſt, honour- 
able, and permanent peace. In December 179 5, it was determined 
that France had come to that deſcription of government, which was 
capable of maintaining the relations of peace and amity ; and a kind 
5 of overture was afterwards made, through the medium of Mr. 

-nt Wickham, the ſucceſs of which was too well known to render any 

pil lather mention of it neceſſary. Since that time the war had con- 

un inued with every poſſible degree of misfortune and diſaſter to us 

wly and our allies. We were now left alone in the conteſt, and the diſ- 

the WI f**f{es of the country had arrived to ſuch a pitch, as to render peace 

ne BY olutely neceſſary. It remained, then, only to be conſidered, 

for WY vh<ther the preſent Miniſters, who had fo raſhly and improvidently 

precipitated this country into the war, who had ſhewn ſuch manifeſt 

incapacity and want of ability in the conduct of it, were by any 

means likely to be more ſucceſsful in obtaining that defirable bleſſing 
"peace, He was perfectly of opinion with his conſtituents that 
they were not. He thought it abſolutely neceſfary that men of 
vcater minds, and more upright intentions, ſhould be employed to 
bring about ſo . requiſite and defirable an object. He would not, 
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therefore, for theſe reaſons, take up more of the time of the Houſe, 
but would content himſelf with moving. That an humble addref; 
be preſented to His Majeſty, befeeching him to difmiſs from his 
<<. preſence and councils, his prefent Minitters, as the moſt likely 
«© means to obtain a ſpeedy and permancut peace.” 

Sir WILLIAM MILNER faid, that in feconding the motion 
he followed the opinion of his conftitucnts : he owned that he de. 
ſpaired of the ſucceſs of it ; at the ſame time that he was convinced, 
if the ſenſe of the people were to be taken upon the ſubject, His Ma- 
jeſty's preſent Miniſters would no longet continue to keap diſtreſſes 
upon the country. 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE oppoſed the motion, in a fpcech of con- 
fiderable length; in the courſe of which he took a view of the whole 
conduct of the preſent Adminiſtration for the laſt twelve years, and 
declarcd he approved of their mcaſures. He knew not of one in 
which they were to blame; not an inſtance in which gentlemen in 
oppoſition (and abler there never did cxit) had brought forward any 
accuſation, which was not fairly anſwered by Miniſters. He de- 
elared this to be an independent opinion, for he never had the 
ſlighteſt connection with any of them, nor would he ever conde- 


ſcend to ſolicit from either of them, or any connected with them, 


the ſlighteſt favour. The worthy Alderman who made, and the 
honourable Baronet who ſeconded the motion, had both of them de- 
clared they thought themſelves bound to follow the 1nftructions of 
their conſtituents, and as the repreſentatives of the two firſt cities in 
the kingdom, their opinions were certainly entitled to the. higheſt 
reſpect. For his own part, he had the hutwur to repreſent a very 
populous place. His conſtituents conliſicd of about two thouſand, 
In returning him thcir repreſentative, they bad done their part: 
they had elected him to act for them to the belt of his judgement, 
That was his part, and that part only would he act. It his con- 
ftituents choſe to inſtruct him, hc ſhould ſtill purſue his own judge- 
ment, in ſpite of their inſtructions, in caſe he differed with them in 
opinion. If they were diſpleaſed at this, at the next general clec- 
tion they might reject him if they pleaſed. He therefore dilicred 
altogether with the worthy Alderman and the honourable Baronet, 
on the ſubje& of implicitly obeying inſtructions from their confii- 
tuents. He looked upon himſelf as a really independent man, and 
had never received or ſolicited any favour from Miniſters. With 
regard to the preſent Adminiſtration, he thought the country owed 
every thing to them. The three greateſt bleſſings which a country 
could poſſeſs were liberty, internal tranquillity, and general proſpe- 
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ever done ſo much for their ſecurity and preſervation as the preſent. 
As to the firſt point, liberty, it was under the auſpices, and with 
the conſent of the preſent Adminiſtration, that Juries had received 
unequivocally the right which had been doubted and diſputed, of 
judging of all the ciroumſtances of the cafe in point of law as well 
as fat. © It was under the auſpices of the preſent Adminiſtration, 
and by their exertions even againſt very high and powerful authori- 
ties in that Houſe, that the continuance of an impeachment had been 
carried. It was to the cloquence of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer that the meaſure was chiefly to be attributed—he who of 
all other men might be moſt likely to be himfelf harraſſed, by a 
long and tedious impeachment—it was by the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion that the bill which was fo obnoxious to the people of Canada 
had been repealed, and a lovely ſyſtem of freedom ſubſtituted in its 
place. As ſedition had for ſome time paſt ſtalked abroad with gi- 
gantic ſteps, an Adminiſtration hoſtile to liberty would have taken 
hold of the opportunity, and endeavoured to introduce reſtrictions 
that might have given a fatal blow to freedom. But had the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration done this? No; they had touched: even the 
. abuſes of liberty with a lenient hand, and the bill they had brought 
forward, for preventing and puniſhing ſedition, they had mode- 
rately and gently limited to the term of two years. Though the 
moſt ſeditious meetings had been held, which threatened, if longer 
ſuffered, the moſt dreadful conſequences to the country, the preſent 
Adminiſtration. had not taken advantage of it to prevent meetings 
altogether, which they might have done. They had not prevented 
meetings for any purpoſe within the number of fifty ; and by a 
lawful notice being given, any number of people whatever might 
meet, for any purpoſe actually aſſigned in ſuch notice. Mr. Browne 
nen proceeded to notice the ſecond point, tranquillity, which, he 
id, had always been fo elcar, from the excellent meaſures adopted 
by Adminiſtration, that it was unneceſſary for him to go any farther 
into the ſubject, which ſpoke ſo plainly for itſelf. He now came, 
be ſaid, to the third point, . the general proſperity of the country,” 
and on this he was certain no former Adminiſtration could ever 
claim, by any means, equal merit with the preſent. He would di- 
vide this head into two periods: the firſt, from 1784 to 1792: 
the ſecond, from 1792 to the preſent moment. In the year 1784 
the preſent Chancellor eame into office, and ſrom that time to 1792 
no country ever flouriſhed more, nor did this country ever enjoy ſo 
large a portion of general proſperity. By means of his great finan- 
cial abilities, he raiſed the funds, which he found at 64, during the 
courle of that period, to 97 or 98. In the ſame 'proportiofi with" 


241 — n 


3 — - Te a 5 FR - % y . r . * — DAS — I — 
4 YT Y the * £* he 4 r 1 1 — S 5 1 , d - a — 7 Pie ja 4 _ * 2 ES þ an : — 
— 25 3 — — — = — 2 2 — — 2 SS — 5 v - * Pa » I #2" IX A x 
IC + , 3 — 4 no —_ — 9m —_—_ — 3 Y — - ; . r - — — - — — — r - 
* E 3 - g l £ nec ” . 1 2 by _ Y 25 — ro rt - _- 4 IT 2 5.3. 0 5 
1 0 | Fa 5 ee orig nes, ve n : - OY 33 * 2 p LS A - — md — 
x d P i a - >@ 1 9 >. * =, ry ? n 2 l "_—_ * tw £4 YL a. * 9 3% a Wt {TL £ : F 
* —— A * and _ S * w tbe a ot ane.” Der * 0 . Te * S Wy 22 3 1 - A 
4 4 2 0 : | 2 2 > tb — — : x ” mv = - . 3 - —_— 1 F 2 
4 944 2 Me woes — A 2 — . edu wah l a : 1 4 = 
4 = 0 3 143 Pe . : 5 & - * = — 
* — * 4 ge ? 8 C 0 wo "I p * 
— BY i. 7 2% 8 9 — 2 4 = 7 1 IL TIE ION . —— N y — E - 
, * — y Y al ELD 7 a 4 N >. - 4 = = de a g . 7 — * 1 — 5 - 
ed , Lk LY” on WE Wow, a * 4 1 . 2 LS 8 * N N ard. - f "F * P * * . * 5 — 
9 * — * _ q \ 2 — 3 8 L , : . 5 . 
— 14 1 3 2 > 2 W * 2 A d 2 P, OS. => — 3 1 f a 
7 Y r — 32 << ies » gy hs n 4. - 4 WF 25 wa - Ms A 17 * . " ; 7 5 
=, 2 —_ — — — — 3 — —— 44 * * 8 G 5 — 2 — A v * Ne . K - av l - Lo”. 1 22 
. , Ex. —— 8 We wy LEO nn CE FO — — \ 
+ ar 4 1 — boi rats bu vp oa EN alt FCS { , — 


_ 
+; 0.4 <2. 4 x Po — 
n a 8 e a ons 5 
2 N — oo E . 
&— 2 2 - 
* * 


— 
> fY 


— „ 3 0 
i. wg 4 —ů —vLV—r ——6 p 4 —— 


as — ec ea 


| 

| 
l 

[ 

| 
3 


—— r * "* \ 
jw — ⸗ „ ‚̃̃ ̃ *² E —— — _ 


518 PARLIAMENTARY [Conoxs, 


the funds, the trade, commerce, manufaQures, agriculture, induſtry, 
and ingenuity of the country, kept equal pace in their increaſe of 
general proſperity, and the country had arrived at the moſt unex. 
ampled height of happineſs. The peace of 1783 was ſuppoſed 
and faid to be precarious ; but by the great wiſdom of the meaſures 
adopted by the preſent Adminiſtration, it was rendered not- only 


permanent, but highly beneficial to the commercial and other in. 


tereſts of this country. The other period to which he had now to 
allude, he was ſorry to ſay, was a very painful reverſe. Thoſe po- 


| litical evils, however, which had cauſed it, were entirely owing to 


the French Revolution, which had ſuddenly riſen to a head, and, 
like a ſwelling torrent, burſt every natural and artificial bound, and 
ſwept away all before it. It was worſe, he ſaid, than the firſt irrup. 
tion of the Goths and Vandals, or any other ſavage nation that had 
ever been heard of. It threatened deſtruction to every civilized 
State and regular Government in Europe. Much had been faid, 
he obſerved, on the point of avoiding the war, and great blame was 
imputed to Miniſters for not doing fo. He denied poſitively that 
it was poſlible to avoid it; and if it were, he was certain, he ſaid, 
that by avoiding it we ſhould have been placed in a much more 
lamentable ſtate than we now were in. Blame had alſo been im- 
puted to Miniſters for the expeditions which they had planned 
againſt the Weſt India iſlands of the enemy. This was alſo with- 
put cauſe. The want of ſucceſs in that quarter was not owing to 
any deficiency of wiſdom in the meaſures purſued, or the plans 
adopted. It might fairly be ſet down to the unfortunate circum- 
ſtance of the yellow fever breaking out in Philadelphia, and being 
from thence conveyed to the Weſt Indies, where it operated like a 
plague or peſtilence, and made a climate, which had been conſidered 
as ſalubrious in former wars, fo peſtiferous as to change the produc- 


tive foil of every iſland into a hungry and univerſally yawning 


burial-ground. He contended that the war, though diſaſtrous in 
ſome points of view, was abſolutely neceſſary, and, taking it 
altogether, was the moſt glorious war that ever this country was 
engaged in. Our trade had increaſed in a degree of propor- 
tion unknown in the courſe of any former wars. The- country 
owed every thing to the preſent Adminiſttation for entering into it ; 
for they had by that, and, he believed, by that alone, kept the ſcene 
of action entirely from this country, It had ravaged and deſtroyed 
every part of Europe, except this country. They had demanded 
the moſt dreadful requiſitions from every power on the Continent; 
and the Grand Duke of Tuſcany had been obliged to- fell his jewels 


in order to raiſe the. }aſt-requifition.of 100,000, crowns which they 


had levicd on him. From theſe evils we had been ſaved by the 
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preſent Adminiſtration, Would we change them for any other 
Adminiſtration in Europe? No, he was bold to ſay. Could we 
change them for any other ſet of men in this country, who were 
likely to be of more ſervice to its intereſts? He believed not. He 
knew well the great talents and ſplendid abilities of ſeveral of the 
gentlemen oppoſite to him, and could wiſh they would act in union 
with thoſe on his ſide ; but he feared that wifh was vain. Mr. 
Browne then took an average view of the bills of incloſures and 
canals, during four years before the war, and the ſame period fince 
its commencement, and fhewed that in the latter period they had 
greatly increaſed. There was one point he begged leave to obſerve 
upon before he fat down, which was the great importance of the 
immediate preſervation of tranquillity. This the preſent Admi- 
niſtration had, by the wiſdom and firmneſs of their meaſures, uni- 
formly obtained ; he was afraid that removing them would greatly 
hazard this important matter, and this was a powerful reaſon with 
him for oppoſing it. He begged pardon of the Houſe for detaining 
them fo long—thanked them for the patience with which they 
had heard him, and concluded by giving his decided diflent to the 
motion. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS began by obſerving, that his worthy 
friend and colleague had introduced his motion by giving the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances to the Houſe, that he looked upon himſelf ag 
always bound to act according to the inſtructions of his conſtituents. 
Yet his worthy friend had deviated from thoſe inſtructions in the very 
wording of his motion. The inſtructions given by his conſtituents 
were, that his worthy friend ſhould cither make or ſecond a motion 
for an addreſs to His Majeſty to diſmiſs from his Councils for ever 
bis preſent weak and wicked Miniſters. Now his worthy friend 
had left the words weak and wicked out of his motion, which plainly 
and clearly ſhewed that he did not think they were ſo, and that he 
thought his conſtituents were wrong in ſo ſtiling them. As to him- 
elf, he had candidly told his conſtituents at the time of the meet- 
ing, that he ſhould act according to the dictates of his own con- 
eienee, regardleſs of any inſtructions. As, therefore, he did in 
his conſcienee think that His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters ought not 
to be diſmifled, he ſhould certainly give his decided negative to the 
preſent motion. 

Mr. Alderman ANDERSON objeRed alſo to the motion made 
by his worthy colleague. He had likewiſe at the laſt meeting told 
his conſtituents, that his own conſcience ſhould be his only guide, 
n every occafion where he was to give his vote. But he denied 
that theſe inſtructions, mentioned by his worthy cglleague, were-the 
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inſtructions of his conſtituents. The meeting at the Common 
Hall which gave thoſe inſtructions, formed but a very ſmall part of 
his conſtituents. There was a declaration drawn up and ſigned by 
a great number of Liverymen, and in a ſhort time would be ſigned 
by many more, which directly contradicted the proceedings of the 
lat Common Hall. He believed there were a great many men 
out of doors who were very bad indeed, and wanted to introduce 
anarchy and confuſion. For this reaſon he ſhould give his poſitive 
and hearty negative to the motion. 

Mr. CURWEN obſerved, that it was common for perſons in 
this Houſe to pretend that they were right in. exerciſing their own 
judgement in oppoſition to that of their conſtituents, It was his 
opinion, that Members of Parliament were not only bound to liſten 
to the inſtructions of their conſtituents, but to obey them. That 
Houſe ought to ſpeak the ſenſe of the people, and unleis they obeyed 
the inſtructions of their conſtituents, that could *never be done. It 
had been urged, in favour of the preſent Miniſter, that he had 
brought the country to an unexampled pitch of proſperity previous 
to the preſent war. He had, however, never heard any arguments 
that could convince him that the proſperity of the country was at all 
owing to the meaſures of Adminiſtration. It had been ſaid too, 
that Miniſters had, by the armaments they had wiſely fitted out, 
prevented war with Ruſſia and Spain. Perhaps, however, better 
meaſures might have been adopted for preventing thoſe wars, than 
by armaments which coſt ſo many millions to the country. But 
the preſent diſcuſſion ſhould be confined to the period ſince the com- 
mencement of the preſent war. Indeed, whether for the defence or 
the condemnation of Miniſters, it was unneceflary to go beyond 
that period. Miniſters were highly criminal in refuſing to take 
thoſe ſteps by which they might have avoided the calimitics of war. 

It had been ſaid of the fide of the Houſe on which he ſtood, that 
they always oppoſed the war with indiſcriminate violence. 'T hey 
had, indeed, oppoſed it upon the juſt principle, that no war ſhould 
be commenced without endeavours being made to prevent it by ne- 
gotiation. If Miniſters could not negotiate at the commencement 
of the war, why did they not take the opportunity when the armies 
of France were driven back within their territory It was obvious 
that they could then have made peace upon better terms than at any 
other period of the war. Their negleCting to ſeize this opportunity 
of making peace was a ſufficient poof to him that they intended to 
interfere with the Government of France. It proved that the war 
was, as it had been called, a war of Kings againſt the People. 
The honourable gentleman (Mr, H. Browne) had made the paſſing 
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of the Traitorous Correſpondence Bill, and the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus AR, grounds of defence for His Majeſty's Miniſters. 
It was extraordinary that theſe violations of the Liberties of the 
People ſhould be ſeriouſly urged in the defence of thoſe who had 
committed them. From the two bills to which the honourable 
gentleman had alſo alluded, the country had experienced the moſt 
diſaſtrous effects. Since they were paſſed, had not the navy been 
diforganizcd, and di ſaffection widely diffuſed ; if the preſent ſyſtem 
was perſevered in, theſe diſcontents would till increaſe, and they 
would one day burſt forth with an irreſiſtible fury, which would 
bear down all before it. He was not for a change of Adminiſtration, 
which ſhould have only for its object the putting one man into the 
place of another. The country would gain nothing by ſuch a 
change; the change muſt be total, not of men, but of ſyſtem. The 
immenſe influence of Government muſt ceaſe : by that influence 
the right honourable gentleman had created about one half of the 
preſent Houſe of Peers. IJ hat exerciſe of the prerogative which 
the Conſtitution had veſted in the executive branch of Government, 
ought not to be uſed for the purpoſe of undue influence. It degraded 
the dignity of the Legiſlature, when men were raiſed to the Peerage, 
not as the reward of merit, but of ſervices to Adminiſtration. "The 
ſyſtem which Miniſters had followed in Ireland, had reduced that 
country to a ſtate of the greateſt diſorder. Nothing ſhort of the 
complete emancipation of the Catholics, and a thorough reform in 
the repreſentation of the people, could now prevent Ireland from 
being ſeparated from this country. Indeed, in the preſent ſituation 
of affairs, it would be more for the intereſt of Great Britain, that 
Ireland ſhould be declared perfectly independent, than that, by the 
impolitic and oppreſſive meaſures of Miniſters, the people ſhould be 
driven to extremes which might prove far more injurious to 
this country. It was not the preſcnt Miniſters, he believed, who 
could make peace for this country; and, as the ſituation of the na- 
tion depended upon that bleſſing being ſpeedily procured, he felt it 
lis duty to ſupport the preſent motion. 

Mr. BOOTLE oppoſed the motion. In defence of the con- 
duct of His Majeſty's Miniſters, he alledged that the Alien Bill 
was a wiſe and politic meaſure, and had been attended with many 
beneficial eſſeQs. He alſo maintained the propriety of the Treaſon 
and Sedition Bills. By thoſe bills, ſaid Mr. Bootle, His Majeſty's 
Miniſters had confined ſedition within the walls of that Houſe. 
The right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Fox) had 
from week to week given notice of a motion for tie repeal of thoſe 


bills. And it was now underſtood this motion, was to be brought 
Vor. II. 2 5 
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forward on Tueſday next: but whether it would not be again poſt- 
poned, as it had ſo often been, the Houſe could not tell. If His 
Majeſty's Miniſters were.diſmifſed, who were to ſucceed them! 
Probably he might be told, the gentlemen on the other ſide of tlic 
Houſe. They were ſupported out of doors, it was true, by a 
variety of intereſts ; but theſe were jarring intereſts, It would be 
impoſſible to keep them united. The gentlemen over againſt lim 
ſtood pledged for a Parliamentary Reform : they intended, no doubt, 
a moderate reform; but this would not pleaſe the friends of univer- 
ſal ſuffrage ; and certainly no gentleman in that Houſe would preſcrve 
their ſupport on the condition of complying with what they deſired. 
He thought none but the preſent Minifters were proper tor the pre- 
ſent ſituation of things. 

Mr. BRANDLING ſaid he would give his decided negative to 
the worthy Alderman's motion. There was not much more juſtice 
in the accuſations made againſt Miniſters. Nobody could have 
foreſeen what had happened on the Continent. The war was un- 
dertaken juſtly to repreſs the inhumanity, cruelty, and tyranny of 
the Freach. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON faid, that as to the coin— 
mencement of the war he had very early formed a decided opinion, 
and in that opinion he ſtill perſiſted. It was not the unjuſt ag- 
greſſion of the enemy againſt our faithful allies, the Dutch, on which 
he reſted for a juſtification of the war. The defence of a fingle 
ſtate or province was not the chic ground of our juſtification ; but 
it was the preſcrvation of a great principle 5 of a principle that 
animated the whole ſyſtem of our Covernment. That principle 
had been groſsly violated in order to carry into effect a plan for 
ſubjecing Europe. The moſt dark and inſidious methods had been 
taken for this purpoſe. The moſt abominable maxims had been 
inculcated, and had for a time been prevalent ; but they had at laſt 
been conquered by the power of reaſon, With reſpeR to the Trea- 
ſon and Sedition Bills, he admitted that they were not congenial 
with the principles of the Conſtitution. They had been paſſed 
from neceſſity. We were then in a moſt dangerous ſituation, and 
they were abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of our libertics. 
The honourable gentleman who made this motion obſerved, that he 
made it in obedience to the inſtruQtions of his conſtituents. For 
himſelf, although on ſome occaſions he might act as his own judge- 
ment directed him, he would always be inclined, on great conſtitu- 
tional points, to reſpect the inſtructions of a well-aſcertained ma- 
rity of his conſtituents. But the deciſion, of the Livery of London, 
relative to the queſtion now before the Houſe, had not been com 
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firmed by a majority of the whole body. Not more than one fifth 
of them had voted at the Common Hall. With regard to the 
war in which, unfortunately, we were ſtill engaged, if the obje of 
it had not been completely attained, it had not been from any want 
of ſpirit and good conduct in our ſoldiers. In no period of our 
hiſtory had their courage been more diſtinguiſhed: in none had 
nobler exploits been achieved by Britiſh valour. He imputed all 
the failures and diſaſters of the confederacy to the defection of the 
King of Pruſſia. This Prince, who was the firſt to lead his armies 
againſt France, had been the firſt to withdraw them, to violate his 
engagements and deſert his friends. Strong as was his own wiſh 
for peace, and ſtrong as might be the wiſh of any individual in the 
Houſe or the country for peace, he was convinced it could not be 
greater than the wiſh which His Majeſty's Miniſters muſt entertain 
for the ſame deſirable object. None could be more anxious for the 
concluſion of a war, which was diſtinguiſhed for calamities, and 
which was ſtill pregnant with future miſchief. To ſuppoſe that 
Miniſters were not as defirous of peace, as any other individuals 
could poſſibly be,. was to impute to them want of ſenſe, feeling, and 
attention to their duty. An idea had prevailed, that the people and 
the Government of France were peculiarly hoſtile to His Majeſty's 
preſent Miniſters. Whether this was ſo or not, he hoped, anxious 
as he was for the reſtoration of peace, that it would not be made in 
obedience to the commands, nor for the gratificarion of the, vengeance 
of France. In fact, the hoſtility of France was directed now, as it 
had often been during her monarchy, againſt our navy, our foreign 
commerce, and our Conſtitution. In every period of her hiſtory ſhe 
had been ambitious, and ſhe had always found the navy, the com- 
merce, and the policy, of England, the chief obſtacles to her ambi- 
tion. His anxiety, however, for peace, great as it was, was not 
inconſiſtent with a manly determination to ſupport the character and 
honour of the country. The beſt way to obtain and preſerve peace 
was to proſecute the war with vigour. Any other method might 
be attended with ruin to us. Our ſyſtem was ſo conſtituted, that 
if any one of its parts were deſtroyed, all the reſt might follow. 
They depended mutually upon each other. If our commerce fall, 
our credit muſt alſo fall, and then it would hardly be expected 
that our Conſtitution would ſtand. Suppoſe the fact that other 
Miniſters might be more agreeable to France than the preſent ones, 
were we then to change them? God forbid that France ſhould 
ever dictate to us who were the fitteſt to negotiate, or that we ſhould 
ever ſubmit, through a mean and daſtardly courteſy, to conciliate our 
3A 2 
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enemies. On this ground alone, that it might be ſuppoſed we 
crouched to France, he oppoſed a change of Miniſters. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid he ſhould feel himſelf acting out of 
all order if he did not vote for the diſmiſſal of the King's preſent 
Miniſters. He had conlidered their conduct for four years paſt, 
and in his opinion it was both weak and wicked. He would not 
be underitood to ſay that the Adminiſtration was compoſed of men 
without talents ; the contrary was certainly the fact. Neither did 

he mean chat they-were wicked individually, or committed, as indi- 
viduals, wicked acts. When he called them weak and wicked, he 
meant that their meaſures were feeble, and inefficacious, and that 
they maitained a ſyſtem of corruption to a moſt alarming extent. 
He would not now enter into any long diſſertation on the original 
Juſtice of the war. But every day the more he reflected upon the 
dreadful waſte of blood it had occaſioned, (for the waſte of treaſure 
was in compariion but an inſignificant calamity) and the more he 
thought of the oppoſition he had given to it for four vears, the more 
comfort and ſatistaction did he feel from his own conduct. This 
war, it had been ſaid, was undertaken to preſerve civilization; but 
France had obtained all her objects. Therefore the King of Pruſſia 
and the Emperor muſt be now completely barbarized. He did not 
believe that civilization was the cauſe for which the war had been 
undertaken, but the reſtoration of the monarchy of France. What- 
ever the cauſe was, why had it not been publiſhed by Miniſters to 
the world? That the reſtoration of monarchy in France was the 
object of the war, was acknowledged in the proteſt of Lord Fitz- 
william. But it had been aſked, if you cannot truſt Miniſters, 
whom will you truſt ? Perhaps it might be ſuppoſed that he wouid 
anſwer, his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox). This gentleman 
had certainly oppoſed all the acts of Miniſters, by which ſuch miſery 
had been heaped upon the country ; of thoſe Miniſters whoſe in- 
ability and incapacity were ſo notorious. In anv ſituation in life, 
ſhould we truſt thoſe who had led us into difhcultics and dangers, 
to extricate us from them? A change of Miniſters, it was faid, 
would lead to a change of ſyſtem : it certainly would; but not a 
change in the Conſtitution. It would, he hoped, reſtore our con- 
Kitution to its original purity, He did not think that the Treaſon 
and Scdition Bills had added to the tranquillity of the people. T hey 
had produced filent diſcontent. For his part, were he a Republi- 
can, and defirous of a civil war, he would not wiſh to change either 
the preſent Miniſters or their meaſures, for they would inevitably 
lead to general confuſion and to the deſtruction of the monarchical 
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frm of Government. In the arts of corruption, Sir Robert 
Walpole was a mere idiot, compared with His Majeſty's preſent 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. And it was what every Republican 
would wiſh, that men might be brought over by a title, or a bit of 
flk, fo that no public perſon ſhould be truſted. He had converſed 
with ſome one, of whom he aſked, was not Mr. Fox to be truſted? 
The anſwer was, No. There is not one of you fit to be truſted : 
vou are all alike ! With regard to the ſhare of popularity which the 
preſent Miniſters enjoyed, there could hardly be a queſtion about it. 
The whole country were expreſſing their opinion of them. Gen- 
emen of rank, fortune, and high ſituation, were daily requeſting 
His Majeſty to diſmiſs them for ever. Nothing but a ſenſe of 
duty could make thoſe gentlemen act as they did. For the Op- 
poſition had no places or penſions to allure them with. He wanted 
no place nor penſion from the Miniſter. The Miniſter could not 
corrupt him; but there was one thing only that he would aſk him 
to grant. This was to reſtore to us our Conſtitution, He alſo 
hoped that the right honourable gentleman would leſſen the extra- 
vagant expenditure of the public money, which was ſtill more gra- 
ting and inſulting to the feelings of the people, than to their pockets. 
He had now loſt the confidence of the menied men. They no 
longer placed confidence in him. There was no one ground for 
oppoſing the preſent motion. It was obſerved, that Miniſters were 
deſirous of peace; he believed they were, for he believed they were 
defirous of not loſing their places; but this was no argument againſt 
their diſmiſſal. It might have been uſed in favour of Lord North 
t any period of the American war. It might be urged in favour 
of the worſt of Miniſters. The Houſe were deſired to rely on the 
Miniſter's honour. Whoever did fo would lean on a broken reed. 
He was decidedly for ſupporting the motion. 

Mr. WILLIAM ADAMS ſaid, that at this time every thing 
ſhould be oppoſed that tended to diminiſh lawful authority, or to 
embarraſs the operations of the Executive Power. No obſtacles 
ſhould be thrown in the way of Government. All party, all pre- 
judice ſhould be laid aſide; and every deſcription of individuals 
ſhould unite to ſupport the dignity of our national character. He 
deprecated the unmanly deſpondeney that was taking poſſeſſion of 
men's minds. It was incumbent on the Houſe to awaken the 
ſpirit, and rouſe the zeal of its Members. Unanimity was our beſt 
reſource. He recommended it, as well as confidence in Miniſters. 
He would conclude in the words of our bard : 


% Nought can make us rue, 
* If England to herſelf will prove but true.“ 
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5²⁵ PARLIAMENTARY Cet 
Mr. B. HOBHOUSE roſe and ſaid: - Mr. Speaker, I have 


ſeveral times rifen this evening with a view to attract your atten- 
tion, and as often given way to other gentlemen, who, in conſe. 
quence of ſuperior talents, and of having had a ſeat in the laſt Par. 
lament, are more capable than myſelf of affording information to 
the Houſe. I wiſhed, Sir, to expreſs my diſſent from ſome of the 
propoſitions laid down by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
third in the debate (Mr. H. Browne). 

The honourable gentleman obſerved, that the war with France 
was neceſſary, and unavoidable. In this idea I cannot concur. It 
is of little conſequence which party firſt iſſued the declaration of 
war. My rights, or my property may be attacked, and I may be 
the firſt to draw the ſword ; but ſhould I on this account impute 
blame to myſelf? No, Sir. The queſtion is not who fir? pub- 
liſhed the manifeſto, but who firſt commenced hoſtilities. Accord- 
ing to my judgement, we were the aggreſſors in this conteſt ; and [ 
beg leave to ſtate the grounds which have induced me to form this 
opinion. I ſhall, however, only mention them in a curſory manner, 
becauſe this topic has been ſo often and ſo ably diſcuſſed within 
theſe walls. | 

Sir, the prohibition to export even foreign corn to France, while 
it was permitted to be ſent to other counties ; the paſſing the Alien 
bill with a view to exclude Frenchmen from our territories ; the 
correſpondence between Monficur Chauvelin and Lord Grenville, 
the former of whom appeared as ſolicitous to preſerve peace be- 
tween the two countries, as the latter was to diſturb it; and, 
finally, the diſmiſſal of Monficur Chauvelin, which alone, in conſc- 
quence of his official ſituation as Ambaſſador, was, according to a 
treaty exiſting between France and us, to be conſidered as a de- 
claration of war, theſe plain matters of fact, prior to the 1ſt of Je- 
bruary, 1793, the day on which the French manifeſto againſt 
England was publiſhed, fully convince me that the Cabinet of Saint 
| James's was determined upon a war with France, and that France 
on her part was amicably inclined towards Great Britain. But if 
any proof were wanting to convince the Houſe of the pacific diſpo- 
finon of France towards this country, I might appeal to an occur- 
rence in the Winter of 1792. General Dumourier wrote to the 
Executive Council for leave to ſeize upon Maeſtricht, without 
which he declared that he could not defend the Meuſe, or the ter- 
ritory about Liege. This city he propoſed to keep in his poſſeſſion 
during the war, and afterwards to return it to the Dutch, its 
owners. The Executive-Council refufrd to comply with his te- 
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queſt, becauſe an attack upon the ally of England would give offence 
to England, and become a certain ground for war. | 

For theſe reaſons, Sir, I cannot but think that the Adminiſtra- 
tion were highly culpable for having ſo unneceſſarily, and without 
the leaſt provocation, entered upon a war with France. 

But the honourable gentleman, to whom I before alluded, was 
pleaſed to contend, that the Adminiſtration had omitted no proper 
opportunity of making overtures of peace ; on which point I differ 
from him no leſs than on that which I have juſt diſcuſſed. When 
Monſieur Le Brun wrote to Lord Grenville on the 16th of April, 
1792, to requeſt a paſſport for Monſieur Maret, who was to come 
with full powers to put, if poſſible, an immediate termination to the 
horrors of war, how was this propoſal treated? Not even an an— 
{wer was returned. What thall I call this conduct? Was it not 
the moſt childiſh arrogance? At the time of the defection of 
Dumourier, when the whole French army was in a ſtate of diſor- 
zanization, had you offered terms to France, muſt they not have 
proved moſt acceptable? Or might you not have negotiated with 
honour and advantage immediately after the capture of Valen- 
ciennes? When our armies and thoſe of our allies had been ſue- 
ceſsful, and Miniſters were on that account preſſed by gentlemen 
on this fide of the Houſe to make overtures to France; what, it 
was faid, when our military career is fo glorious, and we are juſt 
within the graſp of the object for which the war was undertaken, 
would you daſh it from you? If in the hour of defeat and ad- 
verſity Miniſters were urged by their opponents to open a door to 
ngotation, what, it was replied, would you have this country 
croucti to France? and would you deign to be content with ſuch 
conditions as a haughty and ambitious enemy ſhall impoſe * Would 
you humbly ſolicit peace, when the terms cannot be otherwiſe than 
guy difadvantageous? In ſhort, Sir, with Miniſters no time 
Vas proper for negotiation, They were obſtinately bent upon the. 
proſecution of this diſaſtrous war, a war in which they have ex- 
pended one hundred and thirty-five millions, in which they have 
laid upon the people annual taxes to the amouut of ſix millions, in 
which they have ſhed a profuſion of Engliſh blood, without having 
tained any one of the objects for which the war was profeſſed to 
have been commenced. Was it for the protection of Holland 
that you drew the ſword? Holland is not only no longer your- 
Aly, but is become the cloſe ally of your enemy ? Or was it for 
the re-eſtabliſhment of monarchy that your armies took the field ? 
You have been compelled to ſolicit a peace with the Republic of 
France, to make a tender of reconciliation to the men who had im- 
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brued their hands in the blood of that Sovereign, whoſe death you 
were ſo deſirous to avenge. Did you engage in this cruſade to 
prevent the difſemination of principles, which you anathematized as 
hoſtile to religion and ſocial order? You have but added a freſh 
confirmation to the well-known truth, that force, inftead of unped. 
ing, accelerates the progreſs of opinion. Has one of your menace; 
been carried into effect? Has one of your ſchemes been accom. 
pliſned? Has one of your predictions been verified? You would 
march to Paris and ſeize upon the perſons of the Convention —Yoy 
are now preparing to defend your own eoaſts againſt the invaſion of 
the ſame enemy. You encouraged the nation to proſecute the war, 
upon an affurance that the French were ſometimes on the verge, 
ſometimes in the very gulph, of bankruptey—but, alas! what is 
the ſtate of our own finances! How low has our own credit been 
ſunk by the diſcontinuance of the Bank of England tov make it; 
accuſtomed payments in ſpecie; an event which no man can lament 
more than myſelf. 


Mutato nomine, de te 
Fabula narratur. 


But, Sir, I will no longer dwell upon the calamities brought 
upon this country by the war, ſo wantonly begun, and fo injudi- 
ciouſly conducted. Let any ſerious, reflecting man repreſent to his 
own mind thoſe calamities, and he muſt ſurely feel the moſt ardent 
wiſh that His Majeſty would withdraw his confidence from the pre- 
ſent Miniſters, and place the management of public affairs in other 
more efficient, if not more honeſt, hands. 

But, Sir, to complete the picture, let us take a ſummary view of 
the conduct of Miniſters in the domeſtic government of the country, 
for this branch of the adminiſtration conſtituted alſo a part of the 
honourable gentleman's panegyrick. 

Have they not extended the exciſe laws? Have they not erected 
barracks in every part of the kingdom, fo that the ſoldier, while he 
remains deaf to the voice of his fellow citizens, is better able, 
ſhould diſcontent find its way into the army, to concert meaſures 
with his comrades? Have they not, by the new treaſon and ſedi- 
tion acts, almoſt deſtroyed the liberty of the preſs, and nearly ſup- 
preſſed the voice of a people, who would otherwiſe be loud in their 
outcry againſt the grievances whieh the framers of theſe ſtatutes have 
inflicted upon the country? Did they not, for want of an early 


attention to the complaint of the ſcamen, change the humble note of 


petition into ſtern demand, and thus expoſe the country to a mok 
perilous criſis? Do they not at this very moment, by reſiſting tte 
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juſt claims of the Iriſh, and purſuing the ſame ſyſtem of coercion by 
which we loſt America, run the riſque of loſing Ireland alſo? 

Let me then appeal, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to the repre- 
ſentatives of the people. Would you extricate your country from a 
ruinous war, and enſure to yourſelves the bleſſings of a ſolid, ho- 
nourable, and permanent peace? Addreſs the King for the re- 
moval of his Miniſters. Would you repair your ſhattered finances, 
and ſupport the tottering edifice of public credit? Addreſs the 
King for the removal of his Miniſters. Would you prevent the 
diſmemberment of your dominions, or, in other words, would you 
prevent the ſeparation of Ireland from this country? Addreſs the 
King for the removal of his Miniſters. Would you reſtore to its 
original beauty the defaced figure of your conſtitution, a conſtitution 
which is happily calculated to guard againſt the encroachments of 
monarchical power on the one hand, and the exceſſes of unmixed 
democracy on the other; would you, I ſay, give to the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution its priltine purity and ſplendour ? Addreſs the King for the 
removal of his Miniſters. 

Sir GILBERT HEATHCOTE earneſtly wiſhed that all party 
conſiderations might be ſet aſide, when the interetis of Britain were 
at ſtake, The obje of the preſent moment, which he conjured 
that Houſe and the country to regard, was to unite, and rally round 
the Conſtitution, to ſupport the King, and the acknowledged rights 
of the Engliſh people. Miniſters might be called to an account 
afterwards, if their conduct was found culpable. But, ar preſent, 
he thought it would be of a dangerous tendency to adopt the mo- 
ton. He declared, that no man wiſhed for peace more than he 
ad; but then, it was a ſolid and an honourable peace ; but he did 
not think the motion for the removal of the King's Miniſters the 
readieſt way to obtain it. 

Mr. DENT thought that, before the Houſe could adopt the 
preſent motion, it would be neceſſary to know who thoſe Gentlemen 
we to whom it was wiſhed that the Adminiſtration of public affairs. 
ſhould be committed. He lamented that in the courſe of the de- 
bate aſſertions had been converted into accuſations, particularly when 
Miniſters were charged with occalioning the diſcontents and diſor- 
Cerly conduct of the ſeamen, and the diſturbances in Ireland. He 
Wiſhed ſuch circumſtances had never been mentioned; they were 
relevant to the pretent motion; and ill-timed, particularly after 
the grievances of the ſeamen had been redreſſed, and order reſtored 
in the fleet, He imputed no ſmall ſhare of the misfortunes of the 
country, and the late unfortunate ſhock which public credit had 
luſtained, to the unguarded ſpecches within thoſe walls. He did 
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not believe that the country at large was ſo deſponding as had been 
ſuppoſed ; he rather thought the people were agreed to meet their 
preſent difficulties, and even encounter greater, and, if poſſible, to 
remove them, as far as individual efforts could avail. Why, he 
would aſk, ſhould the national difficulties be magnified to that 
Houſe, for no other apparent reaſon than to increaſe deſpondency ? 
Thoſe which particular commercial towns ſuſtained in conſequence 
of the war, had, in his opinion, been exaggerated. Referring to 
the ſtate of the Bank, he declared, that even if it ſhould not open 
in its uſual method, after the propoſed 24th of June next, the in- 
conveniences to the public would not be equal to what had been 
already experienced. He did not doubt but that, in a few years 
after the reſtoration of peace, the ſums lodged in the hands of the 
Commiſſioners for liquidating the national debt would alleviate, 
and eventually remove preſent difficulties. He declared that there 
was nothing the country had more to be afraid of than the effect of 


the inflammatory ſpeeches delivered in that Houſe. ( 

Mr. N. JEFFREYS ſaid, that in voting for the motion he h 
adopted the ſenſe of his conſtituents. He would anſwer one queſtion, t 
by aſking another. It had been demanded, if the preſent Miniſ- f. 
ters were diſmifſed, where were others to be found to fill up their m 
places? To this he thought a ſufficeint reply to aſk, if the pre- la 
ſent Miniſters are diſmiſſed, where would it be poſſible to find to 


worſe ? 

Mr. ELLISON declared, that he would ſpeak his ſentiments 3s 
an independent man, and a Member for a reſpectable city, 
(Lincoln). He would always liften to the advice of his conſtituents 
with deference, but at the ſame time claim the privilege of acting 
from his own opinion, and would not ſubmit to any undue influence. 
He ſpurned at the inſinuation that thoſe who voted for Miniſters did 
it becauſe of the places they had to give. For his part, he felt him- 
ſelf independent; he neither wanted place nor penſion. He loved 
liberty and the Conſtitution, and would vote accordingly. He would 
not aſk Miniſters to preſerve theſe bleſſings, for it was the duty of 
that Houſe to preſerve them. He had thought the war necefſary in 
its origin, and now he believed that nothing would tend ſooner t 
reſtore peace than unanimity in that Houſe. Could this be obtained, 
he believed little more time would be wanted to enjoy this bleſling, 
than what would be required for a meſſenger to go from London ie 
Paris. He eould not think this was the proper ſeaſon for agitating 
queſtions of reform, and bringing forward charges againſt Miniſters: 
it would be like his attempting to reform his family, when his Houſe 
was beſet with thieves and robbers. He believed that unanimity* 
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home, and a decided bold front ſhewn by this country, would be 
the beſt mode of obtaining peace with the enemy. 

Mr. C. STURT faid, that if any moment was favourable to 
the removal of Miniſters it was the preſent ; nor could any meaſure 
be more conducive to the ſpeedy attainment of peace. For what 
has been the conduct of thoſe Miniſters ? have they not wantonly 
plunged the country in a war, the grounds of which they have been 
continually ſhifting ; while they ſeduced the nation by pretended 
overtures of peace, in order to pick their pockets, to enable them to 
proſecute the war? How did they plan the abominable expedition 
of Quiberon, at the bare mention of which Britiſh honour muſt 
bluſh, and the heart of Britiſh ſenſibility muſt bleed ? Did they not 
enliſt the priſoners taken on the 1ſt of June, who were notoriouſly 
and enthuſiaſtically attached to Republicaniſm ? And for what ſer- 
vice did they enliſt them? For the re-eſtabliſhment of Monarchy 
in France—Could any conduct be more ridiculous and abſurd ? 
Can ſuch men be held in too much contempt? At St. Domingo, 
have they not ſacrificed millions of money, and the flower of the Bri- 
tiſh army? And at home have they not occaſioned the moſt dread- 
ful, the moſt alarming calamity that ever befel this country—he 
meant the late diſturbances among the ſeamen—by oppoſing or de- 
laying to ſatisfy the fair and juft claims of thoſe our gallant protec- 
tors? "Theſe diſturbances were as yet far from being wholly ap- 
peaſed. A loud cry of © Order !”] But Mr. Sturt ſaid, that no cry 
of order, as long as he was not diſorderly, and pronounced ſuch by 
the Chair, ſhould deter him from delivering his ſentiments. What 
liz advanced he held from authority, and he was now ready to prove 
it at the bar of the Houſe. Of all theſe accumulated calamities, in 
his mind, the preſent Adminiſtration were the cauſe ; and it was 
impoſſible that His Majeſty could chuſe worſe adviſers, or who could 
bring the nation to a lower ſtate of degradation and diſtreſs. So ſa- 
tisfied was he that they were the cauſe of the unhappy diſturbances 
in the, fleet, that if no Member took up the ſubjeQ, he himſelf 
would move an inquiry into it. Indeed it were endleſs were he to 
enter into all the proofs they had in every inſtance exhibited of groſs 
Enorance and glaring. incapacity, We are laughed at in every 
country in Europe, for having ſo long entruſted the conduct of af- 
fairs to ſuch weak and incapable hands. - But the time will come 
when they will be brought to a ſerious account; when the people 
will exact from them indemnity for the paſt, and ſecurity for the 
future : for if they continue much longer in office, they muſt reduce 
the country to ſuch a ſituation, that His Majeſty, wholly unſoli- 
ated, muſt turn them out, or the people will turn them out of their 
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own accord. For his part, from whoever came in, he would ex. 
peR a Reform in Parliament, the want of which was the cauſe of 
all our calamities, and without which all their proceedings would he 
but a farce. Mr. Sturt concluded by ſaying, that he never gave a 
vote with more pleaſure than in the preſent queſtion : for on its ſue- 
ceſs, in his mind, depended the ſatety, the very exiſtence of the 
country. 

Mr. PIERREPOINT faid, he would vote againſt the preſent 
motion, for in his mind the preſent Miniſters were not criminal, but 
unfortunate— Much has been faid againſt the Alien Bill, and againſt 


the Sedition and Treaſon Bills ; but had he been a Member of the 


Houfe when thoſe bills were introduced, they ſhould have had his 
moſt ſtrenuous ſupport : for they have been productive of much ad- 
vantage, and of no inconvenience ; though much, which he muſt 
ſtyle imaginary miſchief, had been aſcribed to them. 

Neither political predilections, nor party views, in the leaſt in. 
fluenced his vote on the preſent, or any other occaſion : he had much 
to loſe ; and the motion now under diſcuſſion was of a tendency to 
introduce confuſion, and hazard property ; he was, therefore, led by 
intereſt, as well as inclination, in giving a direct negative to the 
preſent motion. | 
Mr. BURDON could not think that auguſt Aſſembly would be 
induced to place the country in ſo degrading a ſituation as to pals 
their vote in order to pleaſe the enemy. He deprecated the tendency 
of this and of other motions which had been lately made, or of 
which notice had been given. He ſaid, there was nothing we ought 
more to guard againſt, at the preſent juncture, than ſeeming to yield 

to a momentary preſſure, and to a ſpirit of deſpondeney. The 
preſent motion would tend to increaſe thoſe puſillanimous ſentiments, 
as it would tend to divide opinion, and to fruſtrate unanimity, on 
which alone we could form any rational hopes of ſafety and ulti 
mate ſucceſs. The diſmiſſal of Miniſters was a meaſure, in his 
opinion, of that tendency : inſtead of accelerating, it would retard 
peace; and inſtead of allaying the preſent ferment in the public 
mind, it would, on the contrary, kindle and foment diſturbances. 
Viewing it in that light, he muſt give it his moſt decided negative: 

The queſtion was now loudly called for, and the Houſe divided 
on the motion of Mr. Alderman Combe: Ayes, 59; Noes, 24% 
Majority, 183. : | 

| * | Monday 22d May. 


The SECRETARY AT WAR preſented certain eſtimate 
relative to the propoſed addition to the pay of the regular army and 
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me militia. Referred to the Committee of Supply on Wedneſday 


next. ; \ 

The report of the Emperor's Loan bill was brought up, and or- 
dered to be read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
allow perſons profeſſing the Roman Catholic religion to ſerve as 
Officers in the Supplementary Militia and the proviſional Cavalry. 
Granted, 


Tueſday, 23d May. 
Mr. SHERIDAN. I riſe to give notice of my intention to 


bring forward, to-morrow, a motion upon a ſubject of conſiderable 
importance. There has been, every gentleman will recollect, a 
great difference of opinion reſpecting the manner in which we ſhould 
proceed with reſpect to the navy. Some gentlemen conceived, that 
the meaſures to be adopted ought to be adopted in perfect ſilence; 
others, among whom I was, thought the contrary ; I was clearly of 
opinion, that if ſilenee had been obſerved, it might have been con- 
ſtrued into a ſullenneſs, and, perhaps, into a degree of unwillingneſs 
on our part. But though the ſentiments of gentlemen might differ 
upon that point, there is, I am ſure, but one opinion, that the 
fouleſt miſrepreſentations have been made of what was ſaid in the 
debate. I have ſcen a copy of a groſs libel, which affects to be the 
manifeſto of the failors. I believe it to be a forgery, and I think it 
could be proved to be fo from internal evidence. As far as it 
affects me perſonally, I ſhould not have thought it worth attending 
to; but as it is with ſuch induſtry circulated in all our ports as 
genuine, I hold it to be my duty to ſubmit the ſubject to the Houſe 
to-morrow, when I ſhall ſtate more fully the motion which it is my 
intention to make. 

Mr. FOX. TI ſhall not have occaſion, Sir, to detain thę Houſe 
for any conſiderable length of time in ſating the reaſons that induce 
me to call the attention of the Houſe to the memorable acts of the 
laſt Parliament, a motion for the repeal of which I intimated before 
the holidays; nor will it be neceffary for me to ſay much in anſwer 
to the miſrepreſentations that have been made on account of my 
having delayed the motion ſo long. The circumſtances that have 
recently occurred, particularly the meaſure of the ſtoppage of pay- 
ment at the Bank, fo totally engroſſed the public attention, and en- 
paged the time of the Houſe, that I did not think it right to bring 
forward this diſcuſſion, and infttad of deferring it by adjournments 
from week to week, 1 directly and openly announced it for the pre- 
ent period. I have never been one moment doubtful as to the two 
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obnoxious bills, which, at the time they were paſſed, I conceived to 
be moſt portentous to the country. Every reflection that I have 
made upon the ſubject, and all the experience that we have had fince 
they were paſſed, have ſerved to corroborate my original feeling, and 
I now riſe to move for the direct repeal of thoſe two laws. With 
reſpect to one of the two, that which came to us from the Houſe of 
Lords, under the title of a bill for the better preſervation of His 
« Majeſty's Perſon and Government againſt treaſonable praQices,” 
I ſhall make but one or two obſervations, though every part of it 
continues to excite my heartfelt abhorrence. The firſt great objec. 
tion to that act is, that it extends unneceſſarily the ſtatutes of trea- 
- ſons, and carries them to a length by no means conſiſtent with ſound 
policy as to their avowed object of the King's ſafety, nor conſiſtent 
with the tranquillity and conſtitution of the realm. The memorable 
ſtatute of Edward the Third was found to be ſufficient to prevent 
the crime of treaſon ; and experience has taught us, that all the 
{trained and forced conſtructions that have been put on that ſtatute 
have ſcrved rather to lower than to heighten its force. Its opera- 
tion has proved that the life of the King is ſufficiently guarded, and 
every extenſion of it beyond that great and national object has only 
ſerved to take away the reverence which its ſimplicity excitcd in the 
hearts of a loyal and liberal people. That fimplicity impreſſed 
upon the mind a ſanction which it was impoſſible to derive from in- 
tricate and nice conſtructions. The people ſaw, in its noble and 
generous frame, ſccurity for themſelves ; by ” reverence in which 
it held the ſacred perſon of their King, they ſaw that, for the ſecurity 
of his perſon, even the imagination of his death was provided againſt; 
and the law was fo clearly defined, fo ſhort and ſimple, that no dan- 
ger to the well-meaning could be created by its operation This is 
not the firſt inſtance in which attempts have been made to make 
levying a war a ſubſtantive act of attempting the King's death; but 
all the inſtances upon record, in which the extenſion of the treaſon 
laws to forced and doubtful conſtruQions, have utterly failed of pro- 
ducing the effe& which ſuch laws ought ever to have on the minds 
of the people. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth laws were enacted 
for the preſervation of her perſon and government, for which the 
turbulence of the times was the apology, but which no perſon could 
contemplate without indignation and regret. In the period of King 
Charles the Second fimilar ſuſpicions were entertained of numbers 
of perſons being diſaffected to the Government, and ſome ſevere 
and ſcandalous laws were enacted for the preſervation of the King's 
perſon. What is the impreſſion that theſe laws have made upon 
every perſon who has attentively conſidered the hiſtory of the times! 


A 


eo} DEBATES. 535 


that they were enacted upon a conſciouſneſs that the conduct of the 
Government were ſuch as to provoke diſaffaction in the minds of 
the people; and this muſt always be the effect of rigorous and ſe- 
vere laws. It was made highly penal to ſay, that Charles the Se- 
cond was a Papiſt. Why? Becauſe, in truth, he was ſo. No law 
would, in the preſent day, be thought neceſſary for the preſervation 
of the character of His Majeſty King George the Third, againſt 
the charge of his being a Roman Catholic, becauſe any ſuch charge 
would be too contemptible for notice. His Majeſty's well-known 
character is the beſt protection againſt ſuch an imputation, and the 
very enaQting of ſuch a law would betray a conſciouſneſs that there 
was ground for the imputation. The laws of Charles the Second 
were made in this ſpirit ; they were received by the people, and have 
deen received by poſterity in this ſpirit ; and ſuch laws can never 
have any other effe& than to excite ſimilar ſuſpicions, and to weaken 
the government which they profeſſed to ſupport. The only other 
part of the bill to which I ſhall allude, and which, in my mind, is 
rery ſerious, is the proviſion with reſpect to political libels; it 
enacts, that, upon a ſecond conviction, Judges may be enabled to 
inflict puniſhments of a kind ſo truly barbarous and inhuman as to 
ſhock the heart of man. When you look back to the judge- 
ments that have been paſt in former periods of our hiſtory, when 
you reflect on the prejudices and paſſions to which our frail nature 
is neceffarily ſubject, when you think on the poſſibility that Judges 
may be as ſervile, as corrupt, or as cruel in future times as they have 
been in paſt, you will, perhaps, be able to form a juſt eſtimate of 
the character of a law that enables them to infli a puniſhment of 
ſo dreadful a kind for an offence ſo indefinite and doubtful as a po- 
litical libel! You will think with me, that the puniſhment of fine 
and impriſonment is fully ſufficient to the crime, it crime it be, to 
publiſh the moſt extravagant political opinion as to the form of go- 
verning a community. If this bill had paſſed a century ago, how 
many men, whoſe grand and eſtimable characters have made them 
Gar to mankind, might have been baniſhed to Botany Bay, and 
condemned by a barbarous ſentence of an inhuman judge to the ſo- 
Acty of a ſet of beings whom vice had degraded, and crimes of every 
nature had expelled from all rational intercourſe with man? 
Would not the writings of Locke, writings that have enlightened 
nd benefited the country, have probably condemned him to this 
bornible exile ? But, without going back to a period fo diſtant, or 
©c2ling to your recollection inſtances ſo remote, can we deny that, 
" 2 period much nearer our own times, the violence of factious 
hart night have hurried even judges of our own day to the inflic- 
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tion of this deteſtable puniſhment if this law had then had ex. 
iſtence? In the beginning of the preſent reign complaints were 
made of the attocious character of the public libels then publiſhed, 
and in the heat and fury of zeal, proſecutions were carried on with a 
bitterneſs of animoſity, upon which no perſon of moderation can re. 
fle& without ſhame and regret. Perſonal conſiderations mixed 
with the motives of public decorum ; and though I hope they did 
not influence either the proſecutors or the judges, yet I ſubmit to 
the Houſe, whether the temper of the times was not ſuch as to make 
it highly probable that Mr. Alderman Wilkes, upon his ſecond 
conviction, might have been doomed to this horrid fate. I am 
not ſure that our nature is fo likely to be purified by public ſituations 
of truſt and power, as to be ſuperior to all baſe and malignant 
paſſions ; and I am not ſure but that, in the ſpirit of theſe times, 
Mr. Wilkes might have been the victim of a perſecuting rage. I 
have not the honour of this gentleman's acquaintance, nor have J, 
in the courſe of our political lives, frequently agreed with him in 
opinion ; but now that the intemperance and fury of the time is 
paſt, I ſubmit to the Houſe what muſt be the feeling of every liberal 
heart on the idea of condemning a perſon of ſuch high literary at- 
tainments, ſo dear to the ſociety in which he lives, ſo exemplary as 
a Magiſtrate, and who has ſhewn himſelf to be ſo zealous a defender 
of the prerogatives of the Crown, to a puniſhment ſo degrading and 
ſo abhorrent ; and yet, if the law had exiſted, would it not have 
been executed? If it had exiſted but a few years ago, would it 
not have been executed in many other inſtances if Juries could 
have been found to ſecond the wiſhes of our Government ? Of the 
willingneſs of this Government to go to the full extent of this in- 
human law, Scotland has given us a mortifying and indubitable 
proof ; Scotland is ſaid to have had this barbarous law, though it 
had never been acted upon. It was aſſerted, that, at leaſt, there 
did exiſt a law of fo barbarous a tendency, as to enable the Judges 
to ſend a man forth out of all civilized ſociety, and condemn him 
to live at the extremity of the earth with the moſt degraded beings 
of his ſpecies. It was ſaid, that ſuch a law did tarniſh and di- 
grace the criminal code of that part of the kingdom. I am con- 
vinced, not merely on the authority of the moſt learned perſons of 
that country, as well as upon the fulleſt information that I have 
been able to acquire for myſelf, that no ſuch law did exiſt in Scot- 
land, and that perſons who acted upon it will one day be brought t 
a ſevere retribution for their conduct. But the apprehenſon of tht, 
exiſtence of ſuch a law has diſplayed to us the character of our Go- 
vernment, and proved that we have a Miniſtry capable of col- 
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demning their fellow creatures to this monſtrous puniſhment, for 
the mere expoſition of tenets on Government different from their 
own. They made it their boaſt, that by means of this law .they 
had gained the triumph of political opinion, and the ſaerifice of a 
number of human beings, of enlightened minds, and of moral cha- 
racer, for the mere offence of carrying doctrines to exceſs—for I 
admit, that in ſome inſtances they carried their doctrines to exceſs— 
The publication of political opinion ; that was the crime. What 
was the puniſhment ? Death, of the moſt aggravated, of the moſt 
proeraſtinated, of the moſt cruel nature. They were ſent, not into 
baniſhment merely, but ſunk and degraded to an aſſociation with 
villainy, and ignorance, and crime; ſent to a country where, poſſi- 
bly, their healch might be affected by the climate ; but that was 
litle in conſideration of the deſpondeney of their own feelings. LI 
ſpcak of one in particular, of Mr. Gerald, whoſe elegant and uſe- 
ful attainments made him dear to the circles of literature and taſte ; 
bred to enjoyments of which his accompliſhments fitted him to par- 


country, he, among others, was the object of this perſecuting ſpirit ; 
the puniſhment to ſuch a man was certain death, and accordingly he 
ſunk under the ſentence, the victim of virtuous, wounded ſenſibility. 
There may be times of alarm when men, under the influence of 
terror, become inſenſible to the diQartes of juſtice and humanity It 
las been truly ſaid, that no paſſion is ſo calculated to harden the 
heart, and to make it atrocious and ſanguinary, as great fear; and 
accordingly we find chat the moſt inhuman tyranny has always had 
its foundation in the hearts of thoſe whoſe actions condemned them 
tv inceffant terror. In a moment of alarm, real or artificial, it is 
not to be wondered that nations, as well as individuals, ſhould be 
loſt to the dictates of reaſon and humanity. Miniſters ſucceeded in 
ſpreading an alarm over this country, under the influence of which 
they made Engliſhmen forget and forego their natural - feelings of 
Juſtice and humanity ; but now that this time is happily paſt, I truſt 
that we ſhall alſo recover our genuine feelings, and that we ſhall 
not ſuffer an act to exiſt upon the ſtatute book, ſo diſgraceful to our 
criminal code; and by which, in ſome future moment of paſſion, new 
ads of horror, under the name of judicial puniſhment, may be 


merit your attention. With reſpect to the other act, for the pre- 

vention of Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies, without inquiring 

Whether the rights taken away by that act were proper ſubjects of 

legiſlation, 1 may, at leaſt, doubt of the propriety of their being 

made ſo. The ſtatute clearly affects rights which, in their very 
Vol. II. 3 Z 


ticipate, afſd endowed with talents that rendered him valuable to his 


perpetrated! "Theſe are the two principal features of that act that 
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nature and efſence, muſt have been antecedent to the power of le. 
giſlation, and it is not merely a queſtion of morality, but of the 
higheſt political prudence, whether rights that are principles, rights 
which make the foundation of the Legiſlature itſelf, and without 
which no Legiſlation can be legitimate, ought to be made the provi- 
fions of a ſtatute. It is a manifeſt axiom in a popular Govern. 
ment, that man has the fundamental right to ſtate his opinion ; this 
right mult be recognized, fince it was on the exerciſe of this right 
that the Government itſelf was formed - need I illuſtrate the doe- 
trine? Tt is recognized in the Bill of Rights! No man will deny 
that the right of petition to Parliament, is as inherent to the people 
of England as the right of petition to the Crown. When, then, did 
not the Bill of Rights ſtate the one as well as the other? Why? 
but becauſe the one had been attacked and queſtioned, not the 
other: and it has been truly ſaid of the Bill of Rights, that it only 
aſſerted the privileges which had been outraged, it did not enumerate 
all the rights which had not come into diſpute. But it is faid, that 
this is not the firſt inſtance in which difficulties have been thrown 
in the way of petition ; and reference is made to the act of Charles 
the Second, in which diſtinction is made between aſſemblies con- 
voked by the Sheriff, and of perſons entitled to the elective fran- 
chiſegypd other perſons. No argument, in my mind, can be fo. 
dangerous as that which raiſes diſtinctions as to the right of petition, 
To fay that thoſe only enjoy the right of petition who poſſeſs the 
elective franchiſe, is to bring it into danger; good ſenſe would make 
the argument go the other way; for ſurely if any deſcription of 
perſons more than another ought to enjoy the right of petition, it is 
thoſe perſons who, having no vote at elections, have no repreſenta- 
tives in this Houſe to whom they can direQly apply, and who may 
be made the organ of their ſentiments. But I deprecate and de- 
plore theſe diſtinctions, fince every claſs of the community ought to 
have this right ſecured to them, and be made as free to this privi- 
lege as to the air they breathe. This act is outrageous, becauſe it 
throws difficulties in the way of the exerciſe of the right, and enables 
Sheriffs to prevent meetings; and it has been proved, that ſince the 
paſſing of this act more refuſals have been given by Magiſtrates 
than in any former period. This had been particularly the caſe 
fince recent calamities have diſpoſed the country to aſſemble ſo ge- 
nerally to petition for the diſmiſſion of Miniſters. Very extraordi- 
nary reaſons have been aſſigned by ſome of them for refuſing to con- 
voke meetings. The Sheriff of Suffolk refuſed, becauſe the ſubje® 
had been debated in Parliament, and becauſe he was going do 
London, Another Magiſtrate refuſed, though called upon by a 
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numerous body of perſons, becauſe he would not diſturb the unani- 


# mity of the county. The power of diſperſing meetings was as 


obnoxious as the refuſal to convoke them. In the county in which 
| live, the Sheriff, after putting the queſtion, ſaid, there was a viſi- 
ble majority of votes, but becauſe he did not know whether they 
were all frecholders that were preſent, he refuſed to fign the pro- 
ceedings, and give validity to the record. Another perſon on this 
capricious objection could not take the chair, becauſe the Sheriff 
had the power to diſperſe the meeting; and thus an attempt was 
made to defeat the petition in the county of Surry, even under the 
colour of complying with the ſtatute. In many other cafes diffi- 
culties had been found that make it vexatious, and almoſt impoſſi- 
ble, to exerciſe this right under the proviſions of this act. It re- 
quires ſo much trouble to comply with all the proviſions of the act, 
where the meeting is not called by the regular Magiſtrate, that it is 
next to an impoſſibility to carry the exerciſe of the right generally 
into effect. In ſome inſtances, where zeal and perſeverance had 
conquered every obſtacle, inconveniencies were ſuffered that would 
deter men on ordinary occaſions from aſſembling. In Weſtminſter, 
for inſtance, where the meeting was called in ſtrict conformity to the 
act, the day of meeting was moſt unfavourable in point of Yb 
but it was found inconvenient to adjourn, becauſe they muſt Me re- 
newed all the formalities required by the ſtatue ; and what is the 
benefit expected to be derived from all this? Are proviſions like 
thoſe likely either to alter the minds of men; or are they calculated 
to prevent communication, and ſtifle the opinions and diſcontents of 
a people? Tf it were a new and an abſtract queſtion, there might, 
perhaps, be a difference of opinion upon the ſubje& ; but, unfortu- 
nately, a book is laid open to us, in which we may read, in moſt 
legible characters, the true character and conſequences of ſuch a 
mzaſure—that book is the kingdom of Ireland. In the year 1794 
a Convention Bill was paſſed in Ireland to prevent meetings of the 
people ; what was the conſequence * Miniſters boaſted of the ſuc- 
cels of the meaſure ; they flattered themſelves they had ſucceeded 
in preventing meetings; but I have now the authority of the Par- 
lament of Ireland for ſaying, that which they had prevented pub- 
liely had been done in private; and that ever ſince the year 1791 
meetings of the people had been held, which, up to the year 1795, 
were ſmall and infignificant—ſmall, becauſe up to that time they 
ſtill had the power of meeting in public, and diſcuſſing their griev- 
ances openly, and without reſerve. Up to the year 1794, then, 
they were ſmall and harmleſs —but then comes the Convention Bill, 
that forces them into clandeſtine and ſecret meetings by midnight; 
3 & 2 
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then comes correſpondence with the foreign enemy, and all the ter- 
rifying and alarming plots which the report of the Houſe of Lords 
of Ireland has aſcribed to the people of that diſtracted country, 
What deplorable ignorance of the human heart to think that, by a 
mere Convention Bill to prevent the meetings without redrefling 
grievances, they could make men forget by making them ſilent! 
What criminal ignorance to conceive that, by damming up a tor. 
rent, it would not force its way in another direction! But it ſeems 
that, as our act has not vet produced the ſame effects in England, 
we muſt not go for inſtruction to the filter kingdom: I fee no ſenſe 
in any ſuch argument; human nature is the ſame in all countries; 
if you prevent a man who feels himſelf aggrieved from declaring 
his ſentiments, you force him to other expedients for redreſs. Do 
you think that you gain a proſelyte where vou ſilence a declaimer 7? 
No; you have only prevented the declaration of grievances in a 
conſtitutional way, to force men to more pernicious modes of com- 
ing at relief. You have only prevented public meetings, where 
erroneous doctrines might have been inſtantaneouſly refuted, in or- 
der to encourage conſpiracies, in which you may not have it in your 
power to repel the criminal interference of foreign incendiaries. In 


proportion as opinions are open and divulged, they are innocent and 


harmleſs. Opinions become 4angerous to a State only when per- 
ſecution makes it neceſſary for them to communicate their ideas 
under the bond of ſecrecy. I recall you to Ireland; do you be- 
lieve it poſſible that the calamity which now rages in that unfortu- 
nate country would have come to its preſent height if it had been 


free for the people to meet and divulge their grievances? Publicity 


makes it impoſſible for artitice to ſuccecd, and deſigns of a hoſile 
nature loſe their danger by the certain'y and ſpeed of expoſure. But 
it is ſaid that theſe bills will expire in a few vears ; they will ex- 
pire when we ſhall have the period of peace and tranquillity : what 
a ſentiment to inculcate! You tell the people, that when every 
thing goes well, when they are happy and comfortable, then they 
may meet freely, to recognize their happineſs, and make eulogiums 
on their Government ; but that in a moment of war and calamity, 
of diſtruſt and miſconduR, then it is not permitted them to mect 
together, becauſe then, inſtead of panegyric, they might condemn 


their Miniſters. What a mockery is this! What an inſult to fa 


this is preſerving to the people the right of petition ! To tell them 
they ſhall have a right to applaud ! A right to rejoice! A right to 


meet when they are happy, but not a right to condemn ! Not a 


Tight to deplore their misfortunes ! Not a right to ſuggeſt a remedy 


I hate tlleſe infidious modes of undermining and libelling the Ca 


fitution of the country : if you mean to ſay, that the mixed and ba- 
lanced Government of England is good only for holidays and ſun- 
ſhine, but that it is inapplicable to a day of diſtreſs and difficulty, 
fay ſo. If you mean that freedom is not as advantageous to order 
and ſtrength as it is to happineſs, ſay ſo; and I will enter the liſts 
with you upon that point, and contend, that among all the other ad- 
vantages of liberty conferred on a country, are the advantages of 
order and ſtrength in a ſupereminent degree, and that too in the 
moment when they are moſt wanted. Liberty is order, Liberty 
is ſtrength. Good God, Sir! am I, on this day, to be called upon 
to illuſtrate the glorious and ſoothing doctrine? Look round the 
world and admire, as you muſt, the inſtructive ſpeQacle ! You will 
ſce that Liberty not only is power and order, but that it is power 
and order predominant and invincible, that it derides all other 
ſources of ſtrength, that the heart of man has no impulſe, and can 
have none that dares to ſtand in competition with it ; and if, as 
Engliſhmen, we know how to reſpeQ its value, ſurely the preſent is 
the moment of all others, when we ought to ſecure its invigorating 
alliance. Whether we look at our relative ſituation, with regard 
to foxcign powers, with regard to the ſituation of the Siſter King- 
dom, and with regard to our own internal affairs, there never was a 
moment when national ſtrength was ſo much demanded, and when 
it was ſo incumbent upon us to call forth and embody all the vigour 
of the nation, by rouſing, animating, and embodying all the love of 
liberty that uſed to characterize the country, and which, I truſt, is 
not yet totally extinct, Is this a moment to diminiſh our ſtrength, 
by indiſpoſing all that part of the nation whoſe hearts glow with ar- 


dour for their original rights, but who feel with indignation that 
they are trampled upon, and overthrown? Is not this a moment 
when, in addition to every other emotion, freedom ſhould be 
arouſed as an ally, a ſupplementary force, and a ſubſtitute for all 
the other weak and inefficient levies that have been ſuggeſted in its 
ſtead? Have we not Hen nearly reduced to a ſituation, when it 
vas too perilous, perhaps, to take the right courſe? May we not 
be again called upon for exertions that will demand the union of 
every hand and every heart in the kingdom ? What might not this 
Houſe do, if this Houſe had the opinion of the country with it ? 


country by ſtifling opinion ; it is only by promoting it, by giving 
facility to its expreſſion, by meeting it with open hearts, by incorpo- 
rating ourſelves with the ſenſe of the nation, that we can again re- 
uve that firm and compact power of Britiſh ſtrength, that ſprung 
out of Britiſh liberty. I will not trouble you with more on the 
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not let us ſay, then, that we are to increaſe the force of the 
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ſubject. In proportion as you throw difficulties in the way of peti. 
tion, you deprive yourſelves of ſtrength ; you alienate every heart 
. whoſe voice you ſtifle ; you drive men to correſpondence with foreign 
nations, when you debar them from correſponding with you; and 
this, if we may bclieve the report of the Iriſh Parliament, was the 
caſe with Ircland. When ſhe petitioned, addreffed, and remon. 
ſtrated, ſhe had no power, but from ſmall beginnings, that is ſmall, 
until a Convention Bill had paſſed, until a Powder Bill had paſſed, 
and all the other acts of inſanity and rigour, ſhe roſe from ſmall 
meetings of mere petition, to a concerted, armed, and embodied 
union of one hundred thouſand perſons. Good God! ſhall we 
not, fpeaking the ſame language, poſſeſſing the ſame character, 
ftruggling for the fame Conſtitution, take warning from the exam- 
ple that is ſet, and conciliate the people of England ? or ſhall we, 
with our eyes open, run upon our deſtiny, as antient fables tell of 
men devoted running into the-jaws of the perdition which they 
were doomed? Sir, the preſent times hold out examples too legi- 
ble for miſtake ; if demonſtration ſhall fail to work upon us, ve 
are undone ; and if any truth has been more ſtrikingly illuftrated 
than another, it is this, that you ſhall not touch the liberty of the 
Jower clafſes of the people without making the higher orders pay a 
fevere retribution. You ſhall not take away one privilege, you 
ſhall not diminiſh one right without ſuffering tenfold, fifty, an hun- 
dred fold yourſelves. You ſhall not commit changes upon the 
people without changing your own power into. weaknefs, your 
economy into profuſion. Theſe are the doctrines applicable to 
theſe times; as men become enlightened, they advance in Liberty; 
in that career ſoldom are any found retrograde; and in proportion 
to their advances you muſt concede to them. It has been faid as 
an argument againſt the emancipation of the ſlaves, that the Negroes 
are not ſufficiently enlightened for freedom. The French Mulat- 
toes, it is owned, are more capable of enjoying it; and paſſing from 
them to the moſt enſlaved nations of Europe, we ſee that the ap- 
proach of light makes it neceſſary for the Governor to acknowledge 
at length that they are human; but ſhall the prepoſterous imagina- 
tion be foſtered, that Engliſhmen, bred in Liberty, the firſt of hu- 
man kind who aſſerted the glorious diſtinction of forming for 
themſelves their ſocial compact, can be condemned to filence upon 
their rights? Is it to be conceived that men who have enjoyed, 
for ſuch a length of days, the light and happineſs of freedom, can 
be reſirained and ſhut up again in the gloom of ignorance and de- 
gradation? As well, Sir, might you try, by a miſerable dam, 0 
thut up the flowing of a rapid river; the rolling and impetuo» 
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ide would burſt through every impediment that man might throw 
in its way, and the only conſequence of the impotent attempt would 
be, that having collected new force by its temporary ſuſpenſion, en- 
forcing itſelf through new channels, it would ſpread devaſtation and 
ruin on every fide. The progreſs of Liberty is like the progreſs of 
the ſtream; it may be kept within its banks; it is ſure to fertilize 
the country through which it runs; but no power can arreſt it in 
its paſſage 3 and ſhort-ſighted, as well as wicked, muſt be the heart 
of the projector that would ſtrive to divert its courſe. I deſire that 
the title of the act may be read - An Act for the better prevent- 
ing Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies.” — I move for leave to 
bring in a bill to repeal this act. 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR ſaid, that before the Houſe acceded to 
the motion of his right honourable friend, the general nature of the 
meaſures which it was propoſed to repeal, and the objections which 
had been urged againſt them, ought to be temperately diſcuſſed, 
and he now roſe to explain the reaſons upon which he was induced 
to reſiſt any motion for the repeal of acts which a great majority of 
the laſt Parliament had been convinced were abſolutely neceſſary for 
the preſervation of tranquillity, and for the ſafety of the Conſtitu- 
tion; a neceſſity which had not yet ſuthciently ſubſided as to juſtify 
their repeal. His right honourable friend had admitted that mea- 
ſures of the nature of thoſe alluded to were not unexampled in the 
hiſtory of this country, and the profound legal and conſtitutional 
knowledge of his right honourable friend eaſily ſupplied him with the 
precedents. He wes ſurprized, however, to hear it ſaid, that the 
precedents were infinitely ſtronger which had occurred in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, a reign, doubtleſs of diſtinguiſhed felicity and 
glory, and had been juſtified by the well-grounded alarms ariſing 
from the fituation in which the country was placed. In reply to 
this obſervation, he was confident that little argument was neceſſary, 
4 he was ſure the feelings of the Houſe muſt go along with him, 
and anticipate the anſwer. The ſituation of this country was in- 
finitely more alarming in every reſpect than it was at the period 
alluded to. The ſtate of the Continent, and more eſpecially the 
late of men's minds, and the principles which had gone abroad 
lnce the Revolution of France, held up an awful warning to man- 
kind, and impreſſed upon them the neceſſity of ſtopping all attemps 
to ſhake the- foundation of eſtabliſhed Governments, of ſupporting 
them upon the principles of liberty, and defending them by guards 
conliſtent with its preſervation. His right honourable friend ſaid, | 
at a ſtatute of Charles the Second had made it criminal for any 
man to fay that the King was a Papiſt, but that nobody would ſay 
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ſo of the preſent King, becauſe the falſchood of the infinuation was 
univerſally known. This, however, did not appear to be the ground 
of the diſtindtion. Among all the imputations which had been 
laid againſt Charles the Second, nothing had ever met his eye in the 
hiſtory of England, that proved ſuch an aſſertion to be true. It 
was not becauſe the King was really a Papiſt that it was thought 
neceſſary to render it criminal to ſay ſo, but becauſe ſuch an in- 
ſinuation was moſt calculated to alarm the people for their religious 
rights. Even now there would be found among the diſaffected in 
this country, men who would be ready to fay that the King was a 
Papiſt, if they expected to produce that alarm and that jealouſy 
which it is their wiſh to excite. With regard to ſome parts of the 
| bills, his honourable friend laboured under a miſtake, The addi. 
tional penalty did not apply to the general ſubject of libel, but 
ſtated and defined the particular acts for which it was to be inflicted, 
It was againſt that particular kind of ſedition which, if followed by 
an overt act, would have amounted to treaſon, that the law applied. 
Had it gone the length ſtated by his right honourable friend, he 
ſhould have reprobated it with the fame warmth ; but he would 
aſk any gentleman to read the bills, to conſider the nature of the 
offence, and ſay, if the puniſhment provided was too ſevere. The 
diſcuſſion, with regard to the ſentences which had been pronounced 
in Scotland, was admitted to be foreign to the preſent diſcuſſion ; 
but he could not help adverting to ſome obſervations which his right 
honourable friend had made upon this ſubject. It was, that the of 
perſons convicted in that country had been ſent to Botany Bay for * 
crimes ariſing out of an exceſs of love for the principles of the Con- 
ſtitution. Had not Skirving, one of theſe perſons, been Secretary 
to the Britiſh Convention? Was it exceſs of love for the principles por 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution that had led theſe men to adopt the ado 
language and the forms of that French Convention that had mur- 


dered their King, which had trampled upon the rights of the peo- Th 
ple, aboliſhed the Chriſtian religion, and had ſet at defiance cvery had 
principle of humanity and of juſtice ? Was it love for that Conſti- eld 
tution that induced them to adopt a reſolution to reſiſt an act of the A 
Legiſlature which compoſed that Conſtitution ? God forbid, how- fon! 
ever, that ſuch ſhould be the conduct which the love of the Britiſh 3p 
Conſtitution is calculated to inſpire. It was faid, too, that the x t 
Sheriff of Surry refuſed to decide on which fide was the majority, * 
becauſe he did not know whether there was a majority of freehol- ny 

| 


ders; and if that really was the caſe, he did not ſee that the Sheriff 
had done wrong. But he would aſk his right honourable friend 
to point ont any part of the bill which prevented the perſons preſent 


a 
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from putting any other perſon they thought proper in the chair. 
For his part he contended, that ſuch a ſtep would not have been at 
all illegal under the operation of theſe bills. It was ſaid too that i 
men could not by the bills be prevented from communicating their A 
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thoughts. He would go farther, however, and fay that no bills 7 
could prevent ſuch communication ; but would any man contend bl | 

- . + 0 1 + 8 
that no reſtraint ought to be impoſed, or that ſeditious communi- 3 
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cations would have the ſame effect, or that the miſchief would be 
as immediate in the cloſet as in public meetings, where numbers of 
men were apt to be rouſed by inflammatory harangues, and where 
the acclamations, which even the moſt wicked ſentiments obtained, 
were calculated to work men's minds higher, and to call forth addi- 
tional vehemence * He was ſorry that this country had been com- 
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pared with the ſiſter kingdom; he hoped that the parallel between 

. them would hold but in few circumſtances. But though it were 

1 chronologically true, as ſtated in the Report of the Iriſh Houſe of 

l Lords, that no direct correſpondence with the enemy had exiſted 

0 prior to the year 1794, and the Convention act, was it fair to ſay, 

* that the correſpondence that had fince taken place was the effect of 

" that meaſure? The reverſe of this had taken place here. The 

* meaſures adopted here were different from thoſe which the neeceſſity 

1 of the caſe had been thought to require in Ireland, and the effects 

1 were more diſterent fill, Every man who had read the proceedings 

* of that Houſe, and had attended to the trials for High Treaſon, 

for mult be convinced that a correſpondence with the enemy had exiſted, | 

= and-that none had exiſted fince the meaſures alluded to had been 1 i 
an adopted. If the meaſures in Ireland were the cauſe of the correſ- if ” 
ole pondence, he was equally warranted to ſay that the meaſures here 2M 
* adopted had put an end to it. But he would aſk, if the bills had 1 


preſied or ĩnereaſed the diſcontent which prevailed in this country? 
Ihe alarms which the proceedings of certain ſocieties had excited 
had been very great, and the numerous meetings which had been 
held at different places went to objects little ſhort of deſtroying the 
Conftitution, as it conſiſted of King, Lords, and Commons. The 
®nequence of theſe proceedings had been an attempt upon the ſa- 
ed perſon of His Majeſty. Whether any good had been effected 
by the meaſures then adopted would appear from facts and obſerva- 
don. Thoſe who before were turbulent, now, at leaſt, were quiet. 

hoſe whom nothing could content, were prevented from propa- 
eng their miſchievous dodtrines. The additional diſcontent _ 
ny the meaſures might have immediately excited, he believed to 
We been cauſed by the miſrepreſentations which had been given 


by thoſe by whom they were oppoſed ; and had they been as repre- 
Vor. II. | 4A | 
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ſented, he ſhould not have wondered at the diſcontent, nor ſhoud 
he have wiſhed it to be leſs. "The diſcontent, however, had ſubſided. 
becauſe men had read the bills, and found that no conſtitutional, ng 
proper meeting for the diſcuſſion of any real or imaginary grievance 
was prohibited; that all meetings called by Sheriffs, by Mayors, «© 
other Magiſtrates, were excepted. The events of the few lat 
weeks, indeed, plainly proved how ill- founded were thoſe repreſen. 
tations that deſcribed the bills as infringing the right of petiticniny, 
That they had put an end to thoſe daring meetings which had, pre- 
vious to their being paſſed, been ſo frequent, was true; but that they 
had effected this deſirable purpoſe by interfering with the proper 
exerciſe of the right of public diſcuſſion, or the right of petitioning, 
he ſhould ever deny. His right honourable friend had aſked, if 
any miſchievous conſe quences would reſult from the repeal of theſe 
bills at the preſent moment? For his own part he thought that in- 
finite miſchief would cnſue. If we looked to the progreſs of French 
arms, and the progreſs of French principles and cvents that had 
lately occurred in this. country, we would find cauſe of alarm. To 
ſay that our ſituation was not critical, was to talk preſumptuouſly, 
and the country could only be faved by the firmnefs of Parliament, 
equally ſuperior to the influence of Miniſters, and to popular 
clamour. At preſent to repeal acts, which practically had been 
found to produce ſo much advantage, and were practically attended 
with no bad conſequence, would be madnefs. He hoped when the 
period of their natural duration arrived, circumſtances would be 
ſuch as to render them no longer ncceſſary, and when that period 
arrived, Parliament muſt decide. He prayed God that ſuch might be 
the caſe, and then no man would be readier to lay them aſide. Fs 
opinion was, that it was not enough that any departure from the uſual 
form of conſtitutional freedom was harmleſs, it ought not to be 
maintained if it was not neceſſary. To a certain degree the bill 
were reſtraints, and therefore, whenever they ceaſed to be neceſſar} 
they ought not to be preſerved; but that they were inconſiſtent with 
the Bill of Rights he would not admit. The prohibition was 66 
guarded with exceptions, that no conſtitutional or proper meeting | 
was forbidden; and even for thoſe who were not freeholders, a leg 
mode of meeting was not prohibited, which could be called, if ſev! 
freeholders required a meeting, and ſtated the purpoſes for which ! 
was intended. But it was faid, that when thus aſſembled, they l. 
boured under reſtraints. But was it an improper reſtraint that the 
were reſtrained from any propoſitions inconſiſtent with the fund. 
mental laws of the kingdom, and from any propoſition to obtall 
redreſs of their grievances, otherwiſe than by the Legiſlature ot 
9 wp 
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King, Lords, and Commons ? Againſt illegal and dangerous dif- 
cuſſions the bills guarded, but they did not interfere with the real 
liberties and privileges of the Conſtitution. His right honourable 
friend had ſaid liberty was the guard of every Government, and in 
this ſentiment he cordially agreed. No Government could be per- 
manent unleſs founded on rational liberty ; but he was equally ſure 
of the converſe of the propoſition, that no liberty could ſubſiſt with- 
out order, nor could it be preſerved without a ſtrong and efficient 
Government. Upon theſe grounds, therefore, he ſhould oppoſe 
the motion. 

Major ELFORD faid, when the ſtate of the country, previous 
to the paſſing of the acts alluded to, was conſidered, in compariſon 
with its ſtate fince that period, it would be found that they had been 
producti ve of the greateſt advantages. Attempts had been made to 
diſturb that order and tranquillity without which no Government 
could ſubſiſt. It was, therefore, full time for the Legiſlature to 
impoſe ſome wholeſome and ſalutary reſtraints. Owing to the 
extravagant opinions which had prevailed, and the fermented ſtate 
of the public mind, thoſe bills were thought neceſſary. If he heard 
ſeditious doctrines preached, and then heard that the Chief Magiſ- 
trate had been inſulted, and a facrilegious attempt made upon his 
life, he could not help connecting theſe two events in his mind, and 
conſidering the one as the cauſe of the other. If the Legiſlature 
had fat ſupinely upon this extraordinary occaſion, and had not paſſed 
the laws which it was now propoſed to repeal, he believed before 
God that the Houſe would not have been now debating. There 
was, therefore, the moſt evident neceſſity for the paſſing of the bills, 
and the ſtate of the country ſince they were paſſed had not been, 
nor was not at preſent, ſuch as to warrant their repeal. He would 
ak any man, if ever he would have known that theſe aQs had ex- 
iſted, but by refleting upon the good which they have produced, 
and the bleſſings they have beſtowed upon ſociety ? 

Sir RICHARD GLYN ſaid, that he could not gain his own 
conſent to vote for the motion of repeal, unleſs he was convinced 
the acts under conſideration were, at the time they were paſſed, uſe- 
leſs and unneceſſary; unleſs he was convinced they were at this 
ime uſeleſs and unneceffary, and that circumſtances did not exiſt 
which made them deſirable to the majority of the people of this 
country, He would not pretend to deny that theſe acts did, in 
ſome degree, ſhackle the rights of individuals; and that nothing 
but a ſtrong and decided conviction of the neceſſity of them ſhould 
have induced the Legiſlature to have paſſed them into laws. It is 
al advantage which this country enjoys in the form of its govern- 

4A 2 : 
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ment, that its mixed Legiſlature can, after public diſcuſſion, enact 
thoſe laws which are ſuited to exiſting eireumſtances and the temper 
of the times, and that thoſe laws can be repealed when the neceſſity 
for them no longer exiſts: a law at one time may be bencficial to 
the people, and therefore juſt; the ſame law may at another be op- 
preſſive to the people, and then it becomes unjuſt: this will apply 
to the acts under the conſideration of the Houſe. 

In conſidering this ſubject it recalled to his mind the ſeditious 
proceedings fome time ago held in the North of this iſland ; it re- 

called to his memory the alarming meetings at Copenhagen houſe, 
and the ſeditious ſpecches and proceedings at Chalk Farm, and in 
other parts of the country; circumſtances then exiſted which ſuffici- 
ently convinced him, that the tendency of thoſe meetings was not, as 
was pretended, for the purpoſe of obtaining a reform in the repre- 
ſentarion of the people to this Houſe, but was rather an intended at- 
tack aimed at the form of our Government, at the confiitutional 
Government of the country. It cannot be denied that the people 
have a right to look up to its Legiſlature for acis of protection and 
ſafety againſt the ſecret and inſiduous ſchemes of wicked and ſedi- 
tious men; on this ground, he preſumed, theſe acts were paſſed; 
not as the right honourable gentleman has intinuated, to oppreſs the 
people, but rather to protect the people, and ſupport the Govert- 
ment againit the ſecret deſigns of ſeditious perſons, 

As a Magiſtrate, his mind could not have been inattentive to the 
internal ſituation of the country: he had obſcrved, that, before theſe 
acts were paſſed, ſedition was faſt railing its deſign towards treaſon 
againſt the State, and tumultuous aſſemblits, headed by a few Ke- 
publicans, made property totter from ſecurity. Before theſe laws 
were enacted, the peace and order of the country were diſturbed, and 
the ſafety of individuals became doubtful ; ſcdition was triumphant 
in ſpite of exiſting laws, and in ſpite of the proſecutions of the 
Attorney General of the Crown'; the youth of the country were 
about to be led away by abſtracted and theoretical lectures on the 
= abuſes and alledged imperfections of the Britiſh Government:  theie 
| laws enacted, the comforts of an induſtrious people were maintained, 
and property, before in danger, was ſecured. 

Ic is now eighteen months that theſe bills have become laws, 
| and the right honourable gentleman has not alledged one inſtance 
of oppreſſion towards an individual, or of . oppreſſion towards an 
i body of people in the operation of theſe acts. He was not a Mem- 

_ . ber of the Houſe when theſe bills were firſt under the conſideration 
1 of the Legiſlature, but he well remembers to have heard, that 
© honourable gentlemen who then oppoſed theſe meaſures, then 
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expreſſed their intentions of exerting themſelves to induce the 
people to raile their voice againſt the bills from every quarter of the 

countrr. The known zeal and the known activity of thoſe gentle- 

men ſoon followed their aſſertions, and petitions from ſeveral parts 

of the country ſoon appeared againſt the bills; but he was then to 
be convinced, and he is ſtill to be convinced, that the majority of 
the people ever diſapproved of theſe meaſures. Petitions appeared at 
tie bar of the Houſe in favour of the bills: in the city to which he 

particularly belongs, and to which he is attached, the municipal re- 

preſentatives of the freemen and inhabitants of that city publickly 

diſeuſſed theſe bills, and as publickly rejected a motion which was 

made to cenſure them ; inſtead of cenſure, a petition was agreed 

upon by a confiderable majority, and preſented to the late Houſe of 
Commons, praying that Houſe to take thoſe meaſures which they 

ſhould deem moſt fit to prevent ſeditious and tumultuous aſſemblies. 

This was the ſentiment of the city of London. 

Colonel FULLARTON faid, he never had at any period of his 
life much intimacy with the right honourable gentleman who had 
made the motion ; and he had differed in opinion, on all political 
queſtions, with him, ſinee the commencement of the preſent war. 
He had, however, never ceaſed to admire his great endowments 
and ſplended talents ; but if any thing could diminiſh his admiration 
of the right honourable gentleman's abilities, it was to ſee him throw 
them away upon fuch queſtions as the preſent. While he made 
theſe obſervations, he wiſhed it to be underſtood, that he was not 
one of thoſe who oppoſed the extenſion of public liberty. He 
wiſned the liberties of the people to be improved in common with 
every thing which was capable of improvement. Improvements - 
bught ta take place in every part of the country: and if they were 
not promoted, Delanda might be written upon London as it had been 
upon Carthage. The motion which the right honourable gentleman 


bad brought forward was a tiſſue of that political web which he had 


been weaving for many years palt, and which was calculated to bring 
tat Houſe into contempt in the eyes of all Europe. At the com- 
*ncement of the preſent war with France, when the demagogues 
of that country threatened to plant their tri-coloured flag upon the 
Tower of London, the right honourable gentleman endeavoured to 
perſuade the Houſe that we had no more right to interfere with the 
affairs of France than with thoſe of Morocco. He allowed, that a 
chüntry had no right to interfere in the concerns of its neighbours, 
ſo long as it was not likely to receive any injury from their proceed- 
ngs ; but if the dominions of the Emperor of Morocco were as near 
o Great Britain as France is, and if he ſhould venture to encou- 
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rage attempts againſt the Conſtitution of this country, as France 
had done, there would then be ſtrong reaſon for interfering with a 
Government which was diſpoſed to diſorganize or overthrow eve 
other. When the Alien Bill was paſſed, the right honourable gen- 
tleman thought proper to reprobate it alſo. He had confidered it 
to be an idle pretence, held out to enable the Government to extort 
money from the pockets of the people. The right honourable gen- 
tleman had proceeded in the ſame ſtrain of miſrepreſentation with 
regard to the Jacobin Societies of this country ſending Deputies to 
the French Convention —— 

| [Colonel Fullarton was procceding with ſome farther obſervations 
of this kind, but ſtopped abruptly, owing to ſome interruption which 
we did not obſerve. | 

Mr. PIERREPOINT obſerved, that he had already had occa- 
fion to fay in a former debate that he approved of the acts which 
were now the ſubject of the motion before the Houſe. He was 
convinced, that to them the country was indebted for its preſent 
tranquillity and internal peace. He ſhould, therefore, oppoſe the 
motion for their repeal with all the energy he was capable of. 

Mr. EST COURT faid a few words againſt the motion. 

Lord MORPETH was perfectly convinced that there was an 
abſolute neceſſity for paſſing the bills. He was cqually well con- 
vinced that this was not the period for repealing them. Could any 
confidence be placed in the good intentions of thoſe Societics which 
had ventured: to declare the Conſtitution radically vicious * Would 
the Houſe deſtroy the intrenchments, and beat down all fortifications 
they had erected, for the defence of the Conſtitution at this moment 
of danger, when the enemy was preparing to make his attack? 

Mr. ELLISON obſerved, that ſeveral gentlemen had deprecated 
the bringing forward the preſent motion. For his part he was glad 
that it had been made, for if there was evil in the propoſition, that 
evil would be done away by the diſcuſſion it had undergone. From 
what the right honourable gentleman had ſaid reſpecting thefe bills, 
one might imagine that the evil genius of Brutus had looked him 
in the face; but he would inform the right honourable gentleman, 
that by thoſe acts which had frightened him ſo much, he was ena- 
bled to ſleep eaſy in his bed. The right honourable gentleman had 
dwclt long upon the advantages of Liberty, but he had ſaid nothing 
of its abuſes. O Liberty, under thy name what miſeries hat 
&« befallen mankind !”'—He ſhould always oppoſe the repeal of 
laws which had been productive of ſo many good effects, until the 
period arrived, when public tranquillity would run no riſk from the 
adoption of ſuch a meaſure. Whenever that period ſhould arrive, 
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he was convinced the Houſe would be unanimeus in repealing them. 
[t ſeemed to be a maxim with the right honourable gentleman who 
had brought forward the preſent motion, that the more licentious 
people are, the better ſubjects they would make; and indeed he had 
often held language of this kind in the Houſe. Another honour- 
able gentleman had ſaid, that this motion was of a piece with the 
whole conduct of the right honourable gentleman, who had endea- 
roured to make the Heuſe contemptible in the eyes of all Europe. 
If any one doubted the truth of that affertion, it could not be de- 
nied that, at leaſt, it appeared to be his intention to render the Houſe « 
contemptible in the eyes of this country. The tendency of his mo- 
tion went to introduce malice, hatred, and envy, into their diſeuſ- 
ſſons. He was not one of thoſe who either wanted a place or envied 
him who had one; and he was as independent of the influence of 
Miniſters as any Member of the Houſe. In conſidering the con- 
duct of Miniſters, one great broad queſtion muſt not be overlooked. 
That queſtion was their good or bad intention. Gread allowances 
were to be made. Succeſs did not depend upon the juſtice of any 
cauſe. If it appeared that good was intended, His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters ought not to be ſo ſeverely cenſured, even though their mea- 
ſures ſhould not in ſome caſcs produce all the advantages that ought 
to be expected from them, or though, perhaps, in ſome inſtances, 
they may have been to blame. Gentlemen ought not to have the 
arrogance to pretend to perſuade the country that they were the only 
patriots in the Houſe, becauſe they were diſtinguiſhed orators. As a 
true-born Engliſhman, and as an honeſt man, he would not permit 
the riglit honourable gentleman to aſſume all patriotiſm to himſelf. 
He invited the reſpectable and independent Members of the Houſe 
to ſorm a broad and firm phalanx round him, and let them exclaim 


ated to their conſtituents, ** Here we are, as unbiaſſed by Miniſters, as 
glad uninfluenced by faction, performing the duty we owe to our King, 
that our Country, and our God.“ The act it was propoſed to repeal, had 
c not ſenſibly diminiſhed the liberties of the people. That Conſtitution 
bills, was ſurely the beſt which, upon caſes of emergency, could preſerve 
3 the whole by relinquiſhing a ſmall part. Theſe acts had been called 
id 


levere ; but he knew that if the law was ſevere, the Government 
would exerciſe it with lenity : but when ſeverity was neceſſary for 
n ha the preſervation of the Conſtitution, it was their duty to be ſevere. 
In fair weather the veſſel of the State might be allowed to ſpread 
all her ſails to the breeze ; but when it began to blow, it was ne- 
ceſſary to take in a reef. It was certainly very wrong to diſturb 
the minds of the lower orders of the people, by exciting in them 
ideas of rights and privileges, which never could be of any fer- 


* 
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wice to them. The only happineſs they ought to enjoy was, that 
which reſulted from their following their daily labours with diligence 
and ſobriety. While they did this, they would be perfectly com. 
fortable. He was proud to acknowledge, that he owed the means 
of having procured a ſeat in that Houſe, to his farther's having been 
a virtuous and induſtrious man. He would recommend to gentle- 
men, inſtead of making their fellow-ſubjeQs diſcontented with the 
ſtation to which providence had allotted them, to obey the Govern. 
ment by which they were protected. Thoſe politicians who cheated 
the people out of their happineſs, were, in his opinion, the worſt of 
fwindlers. 7 88 

Mr. FOX. I ſhall not abuſe the patience of the Houſe by treſ. 
paſſing long upon their time, but from what has paſſed in the courſe 
of debate, take occaſion to ſay a few words in reply. I was called 
upon by the honourable and learned gentleman (Serjcant Adair) 
who fpoke immediately after me, to ſtate the particular clauſc in the 
act which, in the county meeting to which J alluged, prevented the 
aſſembly from chuſing another Chairman, after the Sheriff left the 
chair. I know no clauſe in the bill by which they were abſolutely 
' precluded from taking this ſtep ; but I know, that if a meeting 
is not legal except it be convened by the Sheriff, it is no longer 2 
legal meeting after it is diſſolved by the Sheriff; ſo that if they 
had elected another Chairman, they were liable to be diſperſed ac- 


cording to the proviſions of the act. My learned friend is ſurely a 


better interpreter of an act of Parliament than I can pretend to be; 
and when he ſhews that this is not the true conſtruction of the act 
in queſtion, I ſhall bow with humility to his ſuperior judgement, 
happy to find that the ſtatute is leſs miſchievous than I have always 
conceived it to be, and leſs oppreſſive than it has been ſuppoſed to be 
by the public. My learned friend, in the ſequel of his ſpeech, urged 
a good many general topics, and among others, after allowing that 
the country was in a critical ſituation, he contended that it can be 
faved only by a proper exerciſe of the wiſdom and functions of Par- 
fiament. And in this ſentiment J have the honour perfectly to co- 
mcide with him. I alſo agree with him in thinking, that it is not 
by. deſpondency that its fortunes are moſt likely to be retrieved. 
But when he ſtates that its falvation depends upon the Houſe of 
Commons, aQing with a ſpirit of independence, equally upon the 
control of popular cabal and minifterial influence, thoſe who reſt its 
- fafety upon this ground, and yet do not deſpond, muſt have more 
faith than reaſon in their creed. An honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Elliſon) has brought a charge againſt me of introducing malice, ha- 


tred, and envy, into the diſcuſſions of this Houſe, I do not pre- 
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tend to ſav that I am entirely free, more than others, from the in- 
fluence of theſe paſſions; but I believe thoſe who know me beſt, do 
not conſider my character as moſt attackable on theſe grounds. I 
am alſo accuſed of arrogance by the honourable gentleman. I ſhould 
wiſh to know what he means by arrogance. It is arrogant for a 
Member of Parliament to propoſe the repeal of an act in one ſeſſion 
which has been paſſed in another? It is arrogant to propoſe that one 
Parliament ſhould differ in opinion from a former Parliament ? If 
this is arrogance, away with all freedom of debate! Away with all 
the forms as well as with the ſpirit of the Conſtitution! The ho- 
nourable gentleman ſays, that it is not from talking continually of 
patriotiſm that men deſerve the character of patriots. I have a 
great opinion of the honourable gentleman's talents and eloquence, 
and for his character I entertain a very high reſpett. But though 
1 cannot preſume to put myſelf in compariſon with kim, or to think 
that any thing that comes from me will have equal weight with the 
Houſe with what he delivers, yet I believe J am fully as far infe- 
nor to him in the art of praiſing myſelf as in argument and in elo- 
quence, This was a vice which I certainly avoided in my open- 
ing ſpeech, nor do I know upon what grounds the honourable gen- 
tleman preferred the accuſation. No one ever heard me call my- 
{elf a patriot cither in this or in any other debate. It is not by aſ- 
luming the name, but by a conduct worthy of it, that a man can 


larton) was alſo good enough to paſs ſome ſtrictures upon my public 
conduct; and though he ſeemed to have come prepared to*extend 
his obſervations to the ſubjects of this diſeuſſion, he ſtopped ſhort 
after having expreſſed his ſentiments upon the opinions I held, and 
the conduQt I purſued at the beginning of the war. At the time 
when theſe opinions were expreſſed, and that line of conduct was 


hoſt of foes which 1 had to encounter, to ſpare me the pain of his 
attack, Peing then almoſt run down by the ftream of eloquence in 
the Houſe, and of popular opinion in the country, he ſcorned to 
enliſt himſelf under the banner of my adverſaries. But now when 
many have changed their opinion reſpecting the origin of the war, 
and I am not fo ſingular as I was, the honourable gentleman 
bravely, gallantly, and heroically, comes forward in defence of the 
auſe which he finds has loſt ſome of its ſupporters, and much of its 
Popularity, The. honourable gentleman ſays he never has been ac- 
quainted with me; I am ſure I was once happy in his acquaintance. 
He ſays, that the motion which I have had the honour to make this 


eyening is a part of the ſyſtem upon which I began to a& four years 
Vor. II. 4B | 


juſtify his claims to the character. A gallant officer (Colonel Ful- | 


marked out, he was generous and gallant enough, on account of the 
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ago. I confeſs it is a part of the ſyſtem which I have uniformly 
recommended, of repreſſing ſedition by conceſſion, and of promoting 
the happineſs and proſperity of the people by the extenſion of na. 
tional Liberty. If this is the ſyſtem upon which I am accuſed of 
having acted, I plead guilty to the charge, and I agree with the ho. 
nourable gentleman, that the repeal of the act named in the motion 
belongs to that ſyſtem. It has been ſtated alſo, that this is an im- 
proper time for moving their repeal. But I ſhould wiſh to know 
why it is improper ? No reaſon, that I recollect, has as yet been 
aſſigned to juſtify the allegation. The ſame gentleman affirmed 
that my conduct has uniformly tended to render the country con- 
temptible and inſecure. If this, then, has really been the tendency 
of my conduct, as the meaſures which I have propoſed have uni- 
formly been rejected, the converſe of the propoſition muſt be true; 
and the country, in conſequence of the principles which have been 
acted upon, and the meaſures which have been adopted, muſt be in 
a ſtate of the higheſt reſpeQability and moſt undoubted ſecurity ! 
If this is its ſituation, ſo much the better ; but if, according to my 
humble opinion, the country is neither reſpeRable nor ſecure, I may 
de allowed the ſatisfaction of thinking that, at leaſt, it is not owing 
to thoſe meaſures which I have propoſed, and which the Houſe has 
rejected. A noble Lord (Morpeth), who ſpoke upon the queſtion, 
as he does upon every ſubject, in a manner which did him much 
honour, aſked if this was the time for them to relax from their vi- 


| 
gilance, and to fink into a ſtate of ſecurity? or, whether they ought 
not rather to fortify themſelves behind their entrenchments ? I muſt f 
beg leave, however, to tell the noble Lord, that, by adopting this t 
mode of reaſoning, he begged the queſtion. Allowing that there is 0 
juſt cauſe for alarm, it remains to be inquired, whether the bills . 
which are the ſubject of this evening's diſcuſſion are forti fications V 
and ſafeguards? If they were well convinced at firſt, and it they a 
operate as anodynes to the diſcontent which may at preſent exit, Je 
then they ought not to be repealed. But the whole of my atgu- le 
ment went to ſhew that they tend to exaſperate, and not to ſoothe & 
the wound; to increaſe, and not to diminiſh the ſymptoms of the dil- a: 
eaſe. The ſyſtem which I have recommended is— That Govern- [ 
ment ought to make partial ſacrifices of power to ſecure the remain- of 
der, and to beware of encroaching on the liberty of the ſubject, leſt ſor 
the ſubje& ſhould be provoked to attack the prerogatives of the by 
Crown. hig 
I ſaid in my ſpeech in the opening of this ſubject. Look at 5 
« Treland;” I was anſwered by the learned Serjeant, who delired * 


you to decline taking any view of Ireland, but exhorted you to look 


2 


at heme 3 and then, in enumerating the advantages which he thinks 
have been produced by theſe bills, he inſtanced the ſtop they have 
put to the correſpondences of certain. ſocieties in this country with 
France. I cannot conceive how that can be ſaid to have been the 
effect of theſe bills; for that correſpondence was antecedent by ſe- 
yeral years to the paſſing of theſe bills, at leaſt the only correſpon- 
dence of that kind that I have ever heard of. I ſpeak only of what 
[ know ; I do not know what the learned Serjeant may have been 
acquainted with in the courſe of his attendance in aid of the King's 
Council in their inquiries into conſpiracies. It was for that reaſon 
that I aſſerted that I knew of no diſcontents which theſe bills 
had put an end to. I was, therefore, ſurpriſed to hear that ſort of 
merit attributed to theſe bills. The correſpondence with France was 
over long before we heard any thing of theſe bills ; it was a correſ- 
pondence of which you now apprehend no danger, and therefore 
there dd not appear to me to be any neceſſity of alluding to it ; but 
the ſituation of Ireland is not free from danger; and it did not ap- 
pear to me to be neceſſary to allude to the ſtate of that country when 
we have before 1s a queſtion of policy, which has ſome ſimilarity to 
the meaſure which we are now diſcuſſing. | 
The learned Serjeant then proceeded to ſtate, that the bills in 
queſtion were very much miſrepreſented by thoſe who oppoſed them. 
dome miſrepreſentation is, perhaps, an evil inſeparable from any 
meaſure that is new, eſpecially from that which is naturally alarm- 
ing; theſe miſrepreſentations have been magnified and miſapplied; 
that which would have been a miſrepreſentation of the bills, after 
they were altered in the Houſe of Commons, was a fair deſcription 
of them when they were introduced ; for we cannot forget the very 
material alterations that were made in them. He had applied, what 
was juſtly ſaid of them at firſt, to what they were afterwards made, 
and then calls it a miſrepreſentation; a mode of diſcuſſing the ſub- 
ject, which I could hardly have expected from the well-known good 
ſenſe, as well as candour, of the learned Serjeant. But he ſays alſo, 


that when the bills were read by the public, they were generally 


approved. I do not know how far that approbation extended, but 
I do know that there were aſſoeiations entered into for the purpoſe 
of purſuing all legal means for obtaining the repeal. Of thoſe aſ- 
ſocia ons it cannot be expected I. ſhould exactly know the number, 
but | can affure the Houſe they were conſiderable in number, and 
big y reſpectable for character. True it is they haye not eome to 
this Houſe in a regular way to expreſs their ſenſe upon that ſubject ; 
but it mult be remembered, that the very nature of the bills them- 


cles contributed to render any regular means to call for their er- 
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peal extremely difficult, I will admit, however, that theſe bills are 
forgotten by the public. Why? Becauſe events have crouded 
around fo haſtily that we have hardly had time to think ſufficiently 

long upon any thing. I gave an early notice this ſeſſion, which ] 
have now ſubmitted to the Houſe. After came the queſtion of ſend. 
ing money to the Emperor without the conſent of Parliament ; be. 
fore this could be properly conſidered, came the ſtoppage of payment 
at the Bank; then came the ſtate of Ireland; then another ſub- 
ject which we have lately been diſcuſſing. Theſe were points which 
diverted the attention of this Houſe and the public from theſe bills, 
I do admit, that whatever I may think of theſe bills, Adminiftra- 
tion had made a powerful diverſion of the public mind with reſpect 
to them ; they have contrived to give new evils, new diſaſters, new 
calamities, almoſt every day as the, day came, ever ſince the opening 
of the preſent ſeſſion, and therefore there is no wonder that the 
Houſe and the public have thought ſo little lately upon the ſubject 
of theſe bills. But I am told to-night, I have endeavoured to make 
this Houſe contemptible in the eyes of the public. I want to know 
on what the honourable gentleman who accuſes me founds the ac- 
cuſation? I have not been at any public meeting to declare the opin- 
ion which I entertain of this Houſe of Commons. Whenever ! 
ſhall be in a place where that is neceſſary, I ſhall declare what I 
think of this Houſe of Commons, and I ſhall feel no difficulty in 
doing ſo, And although I have been charged with arrogance to 
night, I feel as little difficulty in declaring that I do for myſelf and 
for thoſe with whom I have the honour of acting with, invite the 
public to make a compariſon between our condu and that of thoſe 
whom we have oppoſed in the courſe of the preſent war. I ſay we 
are arrogant enough to think that ſuch compariſon will be to our 
advantage. But the honourable gentleman thinks that the Houſe 
of Commons have done their duty; although, by way of parentheſis, 
he ſtated that he thought in many points the Miniſters were to 
blame. How unfortunate it is that he has never expreſſed by bis 
ſpeech, or even once by his vote, the points upon which he was ſo 
convinced. The Houſe of Commons, it ſeems, is a check upon 
Executive Government. It exerciſes a control over the expendi- 
ture of the public money. This is an affertion that comes from 
an honourable Member who is offended with the freedom which 
is taken with this Houſe, after it has refuſed to cenſure the Miniſter 
for making a clandeſtine and illegal loan to the Emperor; after i 
is notorious that the Miniſter told us that eighteen millions were 
ſufficient for the ſervice of the year, and then we find that fix and 
thirty are not ſufficient, exceeding what Parliament ever did before, i 
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the amount of the ſum, and refuſing to cenſure the Miniſter for a 
clandeſtine and illegal lending away of the public money; we are 
told that the Parliament is a check upon the Executive Government, 
that the Houſe of Commons has exerciſed, or ought to exerciſe, a 
control over the expenditure of the public money. The honour- 
able gentleman, if he will have the words, has not made his way to 
my comprehenſion ; I want either underſtanding or credulity to 
keep pace with him, when he ſays, that the Houſe of Commons 
is a check and control over the Executive Government in the ex- 


penditure of the public money; I alſo want faith when he aſks me 


to conſider, that thoſe only are patriots who act as he does, who vote 
always with the Miniſter, although they ſee in his conduct many 
points that are to blame. But it is faid that the authority of Par- 
lament muſt be ſupported—that it ſhould be eſteemed by the pub- 
lic. If it be fo, the way to poſſeſs that eſteem is not for the ma- 


jority to praiſe itſelf, and follow implicitly the dictates of a Miniſter, 


but ſhew its claim to that eſteem by their actions; to be jealous and 
prone to inquiry, not confident in a Miniſter, and careleſs of the ten- 
deney of his meaſures: It is contrary to the common ſenſe of man- 
kind in all the affairs of this world that confidence thould follow 
failure. The honourable gentleman ſays, that ſucceſs cannot be 
commanded by human power ; eertainly not; but is miſtake a 
ground of confidence? Is misfortune a ground of confidence ? Is 
failure a ground of confidence ? If they are, then Miniſters are en- 
titled to an ample ſhare of it. But will the public allow that theſe 
are juſt claims to confidence ? When they ſee that this Houſe in- 
creaſes in its confidence in proportion as miſtake, failure, and mis- 
furtune appear, they will be apt to think there is ſome cauſe which 
ls not avowed by this Houſe for the confidence they place in the 
Miniſter, I cannot help purſuing this idea a little farther, for this 
docirine of confidence is aſſuming a new ſhape. I well remember 
the adminiſtration of the late Ear! of Guilford. He failed in the 
progreſs of the late American war; but I do not recolle& that his 
failures were ſtated by his advocates as any ground for continuing, 
ſtill leſs for inereaſing, confidence in his adminiſtration. But the 
moſt extraordinary point of all is, that we are deſired, and almoſt 
commanced, by ſome gentlemen, to be unanimous now in this Houſe 
in ſupport of the Miniſters. What does this modeſt gentleman pro- 
pole, who accuſes me of arrogance ? He thinks there are many 
pots in the conduct of Miniſters for which they are to blame; 
but now we have a complete proof of their merit ; it is patriotiſm it- 
elf to confide in them now, for they have completely failed in every 
ming they have undertaken. I think this is aſking a little more 
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. than thoſe who complain of the arrogance of others have a right to 
aſk. But ir ſeems this is not a time when you ſhould tell the peo. 
ple they have any grievances. This is a country in which every per. 
fon can gradually become rich by the exertions of his own indufty, 
The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt hinted that to be his own 
fituation, by the exertion of his anceſtor. But I apprehend that 
this preaching of the proſperity of a few will not tend much to ſa- 
tisfy the many; to talk of proſperity to thoſe who do not feel it, is 
not the way to gain many converts. When you feel that the peo- 
ple are falling into a generol deſpondeney; when you feel that you 
are approaching a dangerous criſis, fur ſo vou are, it is fully to at- 
tempt to diſguiſe it; is that a time for you to ſay to the public, “ do 
« not mind public buſineſs, mind only your own private concerns; 
e retain confidence in that Executive Government that has brought 
« upon you your preſent calamitics, for they alone can fave you 
* from utter ruin.” Is that a time to preach to them of the pro- 
priety of their indifference, No! Ir is a time in which you ſhould 
call upon them to join in the public concern. You ſhould thae- 
fore not contract the ſentiments of the people, you ſhould cvprrd 
them. I am ſure you will never ſucceed by any theory, however 
ingenious, that has for its obje & the Hlencing of the public voice, 
The ſtate of the knowledge of mankind will not admit of your at- 
tempting it. If it be your object to get through your preſent dilh- 
culty, you mult give to the people the advantages of popular Gv- 
vernment in ſubftance, inſtcad of attempting to amuſe them with 
imaginary excellence. I did not intend to make theſe obſervations 
when I brought. this ſubject forward, but they became neceljary 
in conſequence of what ſome genilemen thought fit to ſay this 
night. 

Mr. CHOLMON DELEY was of opinion, that to repeal thoſe 


bills during the preſent cri.ical ſituation, was to revive ſedition, l 
which they conſiderably tended to repreſs and extinguiſh, and con- 
ſequently to fruſtrate the ſalutary effects which they had already fo 1 
fortunately produced. The preſent Adminiſtration had, in his mind, uj 
adopted no meaſures more timely, more prudent, more conſtiu- a 
tional, or more friendly to freedom, than the introducing and pals in 
ing of thoſe bills, to which he was bold to ſay we were indebted for th 
the preſervation of our libertics, our conſtitution, and our lives; th 
and viewing them in that light, he would give a decided negative (0 ne 
| We 


the preſent motion. 
The H uſe divided on Mr. Fox's motion: Ayes, 52; Noc 

260. Majority, 208. 
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Medneſday, 24th M.y. 


Lord Viſcount STOPFORD reported to the Houſe, That their 
addreſs of Fridav laſt (to congratulate His Majeſty on the happy 
nuptials of the Princeſs Royal and his Moſt Serene Highneſs the 
Hereditary Prince of Wirtembereh) had been preſented to His 


Majeſty ; to which His Majeſty was pleaſed to give this moſt gra- 
eious anſwer : 


I thank the Hauſe of Commins for this dutiful addreſs ; and for 


their congratulations on an «ccaſin ſo very agreeable to me. 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, that early in the preſent ſeſſion 
he had brought in two bills for improving waſte lands; the object 
of one bill was, to enable perſons to encloſe waſte lands by agrees 
ment; the object of the other bill was, to promote the practice of 
encloſing, even where the parties differed as to the propriety of it, by 
enibling thoſe who were inclined to encloſe, to ſeparate their pro- 
perty from the others. He found that the firſt bill had met the 
general approbation of the Houſe. The laſt, however, was likely 
to meet with a conſiderable ſhare of oppoſition; and the ſeſſion 
being now nearly fin ſhed, he did not think it proper to preſs it 
upon the Houſe, but would take an early opportunity of bringing 
forward the ſame ſubject in the next ſeſſion of Parliament. He 
moved, © That the order of the day for committing the General 
Encloſure Bill be diſcharged until that day three months.“ 
Ordered. | 


The bill for encloſing waſte lands, by agreement, then went 
through the Committee. 

The Houſe having reſolved iifelf into a Committee of Supply, 
and the eſtimates, preſented on Monday laſt, being referred to the 
laid Committee, | 

The SECRETARY AT WAR' ſaid, that the reſclution 
which he ſhould have to propoſe to the Committee, was grounded 
upon the eſtimates before them. All perſons acquainted with army 
atairs muſt ſee the neceſſity of inereaſing the pay of certain elaſſes 
in that ſervice ; and that ſuch neceſſity either exiſted now, or that 
the meaſure muſt be adopted within ſome time not very diſtant from 
the preſent, on account of the great increaſe in the price of every 
neceſſary of life, fince the very diſtant period which the allowances 
kre made which the ſoldiers of the army hitherto enjoyed. A cer- 
an allowance had been made about four years ago to every ſoldier, 
called Bread-money ; and, previous to that time, many perſons 
tought it was very difficult for a ſoldier to exiſt on his pay. It was 
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a conſideration of this kind which had induced His Majeſty to allow 
that increaſe of pay called Bread-money. Beſides this, the ſoldiers 
received, fince that time, another aſſiſtance, which was effected un. 
der the direction of the Duke of York. This was an extra alloy. 
ance of bread and meat, in times of great ſcarcity. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe increaſes, fomething was ill to be done, in order to make 
the ſituation of the ſoldier more comfortable. The neceſſity, how- 
ever, of ſuch a meaſure was not ſo great, but that it might be diſ. 
penſed with for ſome time longer; but as the other great branch of 
military department had lately become an object of public confidera- 
tion, and as the Legiſlature had granted to them (the navy) an in- 
creaſe of pay, he conceived it to be extremely proper that a fimilar 
attention and aſſiſtance ſhould be given to the army at the prefent 
time, provided the ſubject was maturely weighed and conſidered by 
the Houſe. The Committee muſt then perceive, that they were 
coming to this buſineſs without any embarraſſment; for no applica- 
tions whatever had come from the army for an increaſe of pay; and 
their conduct was not only free from blame, but fo highly merito- 
rious, that they were entitled to every attention from the Legiſlature, 
and to an equal participation of advantages with the naval depart- 
ment. That the great body of men who compoſed this latter 
branch—=they who had ever been the moſt loyal of thoſe to whom 
the defence of the country had been entruſted, and thoſe who had 
ever been the darling objects of the Britiſh nation—that they 
ſhould fo far forget their allegiance as to preſs their application, 
without ſufficient reaſon, to the extent they had done, was matter of 
great regret and ſurprize. But there was one circumſtance, of 
which gentlemen were not aware ; they did not fully know the ex- 
tent and activity of the diabolical arts that had been praQtiſed to ſe- 
duce the ſeamen of the fleet from their duty. "Theſe were the tru: 
effects of that ſpirit of Jacobiniſm which had been ſpreading through 
the country for ſome years paſt, and which, with inceffant exertions, 
equalled only by its innate malignity, was making the fame attemp!s 
upon the army, which, however, were hitherto without ſucceſs, and 
which were rejected by the ſoldiers, except in a few ſtraggling in- 
ſtances. If, therefore, under all circumſtances, in the midſt of all 
theſe allurements and temptations, the army till continued firm in 
its allegiance, the Houſe would ſee the neceſſity and propriety for 
giving the ſoldiers every relief which their ſituation might require 
Under this perſuaſion, he would ſtate to the Committee the propo- 
ſition he meant to bring forward that day, and which related onlf 
to the ſoldiers. There was, however, another propoſition which It 
intended to lay before the Houſe on ſome future day, which was © 
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extend relief to the ſubalterns of the army. There would be 
another eſtimate on this ſubject; and this, with ſome arrangements 
that were to be made, obliged him to poſtpone the conſideration of 
it for a ſhort time longer. He thought it neceſſary then to ſtate, that 
this relief was not to be extended beyond the ſubaltern officers of the 
line, whoſe fituation was more embarraſſed than that of any other 
deſcription of the military department, and who had the moſt claims 
on the conſideration of Parliament. With rcſpe& to the intended 
augmentation of pay to the privates and non-commiſſioned officers, 
he would take a foot-ſoldier for a general ſtandard, it being meant to 
propoſe an equal increaſe throughout, to infantry and cavalry. 
Every private foot- ſoldier at preſent coſt the Public eleven pence 
three farthings a day. This ſum he withed to extend to one ſhil- 
ling and three halfpence. This addition would make to the Public 
a difference of three halfpence farthing ; but to the ſoldier it would 
be an increaſe of two-pence, ſubject at the ſame time to a ſmall de- 
ficiency. In order that the Committee might underſtand this ſtate- 
ment, he would inform them of the diſtribution of a ſoldier's pay, 
which might be conſidered under five different articles. Firſt, he 
received {ix-pence a day for ſubſiſtence ; next, two-pence farthing a 
day, called Conſolidated Allowances, and put into that form by the 
Duke of York ; after that, were two allowances of a penny a day 
each, for bread and meat, which were made by Government, in 
order to make up to the ſoldier the difference between the fixed and 
current price of thoſe articles. One of theſe was fixed to a penny 
a day; the other might be leſs than a penny, becauſe the price of 
meat might be lower at one time than at another. This allowance, 
therefore, being commutes, and made good in future to the ſoldier as 
an entire penny, would ferve to make up this difference which he 
had juſt ſtated. The laſt article related to that ſum, which from 
erly times had been allowed to ſoldiers in barracks for beer money, 
and which, while in quarters, was at the expence of innkeepers ; 
but at preſent this was commuted by Government, at the expence - 
of three halfpence a day. The ſum which the ſoldier at preſent 
received was eight- pence farthing a day. But by the arrangement 
which Government would form, and by leaving the application of 
the money, in ſome inſtances, to himſelf, he would have a clear ad- 
dition of two- pence a day more, while the additional charge to the 
Public, as ſtated betore, would amount to three halfpence farthing. 
he allowance would be the ſame to infantry and cavalry ; and 
whatever allowance they had had before, would ſtill be continued to 
tem. The additional ſum allowed to a corporal would be two- 
pence halfpenny, and to a ſerjeant three-pence. He did not think 
i 4 C | 
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it neceffary to go into any more details on this ſubject, concerning 
which he did not conceive there would be any difference of opinion, 
Gentlemen would be ready to anticipate the meaſure he ſhould on 
another day propoſe for the relief of ſubalterns. At preſent he 
would conclude by moving a reſolution on the firſt eſtimate, namely, 
That a ſum not exceeding 224, oool. be granted to His Majeſy 
t towards defraying the additional charges in the augmentation of 
* pay to the privates and non- eommiĩſſioned officers of the army, to 
« be incurred from the 25th of May, 1797, up to the 24th of 
«© December following.” 
Mr. W. SMITH obſerved, that, much having been faid on the 
ſubject of miſrepreſentation out of doors, he ſhould guard himſelf 
in whathe had to ſay in ſuch a manner, he hoped, as would not be 
miſunderftood.' No one could be more convinced than he was, that 
the preſcnt pay of the ſoldier was too ſmall. He fhould not make 
any obſervations on the detail of the ſubject, for he was aware that 
he was not qualified to do ſo; but when this ſubject was brought 
forward by the Chancellor of the Exchequer the other day, he 
called on the Miniſter to explain the order that had been made, by 
calling for the copy of the Minutes of the Orderly Book, relative to 
this ſubject. It was hinted to him that no official information had 
been given, and, probably, none could be found in the book. But 
he was aware that an official communication was made to the Guards 
on Monday fe*nnight. | Here he read the communication. ] Now, 
whether this was or was not entered in the Orderly Book, made, in 
his view of the matter, no difference whatever ; for no ſerjeant 
would have ventured to make that communication to the ſoldiers, if 
he had not received orders to do ſo; and no orders could have come 
from any but His Majeſty's Miniſters. It was faid that much 
Praiſe was due to the men for their good conduct; which he did 
not feel himſelf diſpoſed to diſpute. But there was no reaſon v 
a communication upon this matter ſhould not have been made to the 
Houſe ſooner than it was. He ſaw no reaſon why a communice 
tion ſhould have been made to the army previous to that which was 
made to Parliament. He conceived that it was only through the 
intervention of Parliament that this meaſure, however neceſlar, 
could be legally carried into execution. He therefore thought, that 
as there was no danger apprehended, the communication No 
have firſt been made to Parliament. This was right in a conſtitu- 
tional view, and was right alſo in point of practical effect, becaue Wi po 
whatever there could be deemed of grace or favour in the meaſut, WF mn; 
it ought to come from Parliament, and not from the Minift! ma 
Here the Executive Government had made a promiſe to the or 
| 1 | : | f 
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diers before they came to Parliament. He did not chuſe to impute 
bad motives to Miniſters, but he could not help obſerving, that ſuch 
practices tended to ſhew as if we were to be brought under a 
military Government. The manner in which this was done ap- 
peared to him not only to be unconſtitutional, but to be of the moſt 
dangerous tendency. ö 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that the proper way to judge of 
the preſent ſubject was to conſider whether, at the time that it was 
in the contemplatian of Government to improve the ſituation of the 
ſoldiers, it was not adviſeable to tell them of ſuch a circumſtance 
having been determined upon. This was the mode of proceeding 
which had been recommended by that illuſtrious perſonage who was 
at the head of His Majeſty's land forces. He did not conceive that 
the ſmalleſt idea could dwell on any man's mind, that it could for 
a moment be implied, that theſe things were not to be done by 
Parliament. After ſuch a meaſure had been determined on by Go- 
vernment, the queſtion was, whether there might not, in the opinion 
of the Commander in Chief, have been good reaſons for making a 
communication on the ſubject to the ſoldiers of the Guards. This 
queſtion he would leave to the candour of the Houſe ; and it could 
be no contradiction to it to ſay, that, while every diabolical practice 
which the active malice of Jacobiniſm could ſuggeſt, had been uſed 
to debauch the. ſoldiers, they had remained unſhaken in their loyalty 
and attachment to their Country and their Sovereign. Would it 
have been adviſable to ſuffer them to remain expoſed to all thoſe 
wicked artifices, without letting them know what the benevolence of 
their Sovereign was intending for their relief? He hoped there 
could be no fuſpicion that the ſep had been taken from any impro- 
per motive.” With reſpect to Parliament not having it in its power 
to refuſe the promiſe made by the Executive Government without 
ncurring odium, he would aſk, in that view, how any thing 
could be propoſed ? It was well known that the Houſe could. reject 
any thing which Government might have announced. The Houſe, 
therefore, could be under no kind of embarraſſment in conſequence 
of the tranſaQion having come forward in its preſent ſhape ; there- ' 
fore he would appeal to the candour of the Houſe, and hope that a 
lubjet of ſo great importance might not be embarraſſed by any 
Gſcuſſion of that kind which had been ſtarted by the honourable 
gentleman. 
General TARLETON approved of the allowance now pro- 
poſed to be made to the ſoldiers - but cenſured the unconſtitutional 
manner in which Miniſters had neglected to communicate the 
matter to the Houſe of Commons. He conſidered this as a part 
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of the ſyſtem of His Majeſty's Miniſters, as they had evinced by 


the manner in which they had kept back the eſtimates of the ex. 
pences of barracks until ſome of them were almoſt built; and 
by their ſending money abroad without the conſent of Parliament. 
Mr. SMITH explained. He ſaid it would be impoſſible for 
the Houſe not to comply with a promiſe like that which, in the pre. 
ſent inſtance, had been made. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, there was an eſſential difference 8 a notifi- 
cation of the nature to which the eſtimates now before the Com- 
mittee referred being made in the firſt inſtance by the Executive 
Government and Parliament. When the ſoldiers heard of the 
boon in the firſt inſtance, they would be naturally led to conceive it 
as originating in them, whereas, had the firſt communication been 
made by Parliament, they would have felt gratitude to a branch of 
the Legiſlature to which alone the right of beſtowing the boon be- 
longed. He had nothing to urge in addition to what had been 
ſtated by his honourable friend (Vir. W. Smith) particularly as he 
had had many opportunities during the preſent Adminiſtration of 
expreſſing his opinion upon this conſtitutional topic. He ſhould 
only ſay, that, if ever there was a time when the ſoldiers ſhould 
be taught to conſider the Conſtitution in its true light, this was 
the time. 

Mr. MARTIN agreed with the meaſure, but 8 of the 
mode in which it was carried into exccution. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſtated, that he had yeſterday given notice of 
a motion on a very important ſubject, which he could have wiſhed to 
have paſſed without farther diſcuſſion. The propoſition, however, 
which he meant to bring forward, he was perfuaded, might be 
adopted without committing the authority of His Majeſty's Go- 
vernment, or the dignity of the Houſe ; that propoſition he had 
thought fit to ſubmit to His Majeſty s Miniſters, and as they 
thought a pauſe was requiſite to give them an opportunity of de- 
liberating upon its merits, he ſhould defer laving it before the Houle 
* morrow. 

Upon the recueſt of Mr. Secretary DUNDAS, it was farther 
2 till F riday, at four o'clock. 


7 8 PFPyhurſday, 25m May. 


Lord Viſcount MALDEN. acquainted the Houſe, That the 
e appointed to attend Her Majeſty with the congratulatio0 
of this Houſe, had attended Her Majeſty accordingly; and that 
Her Majeſty was pleaſcd to ſay: 


May 25.1 DEBATES. |, 565 


Gentlemen, 

I return my thanks to the Houſe of Commons : they have conflantly 
ſewn their zeal and aſfection to the King ; and I am extremely glad 
that the King's choice on this eccafin has met with their appro- 
bation. 


The Earl GOWER SUTHERLAND acquainted the 
Houſe, That the gentlemen, appointed to attend the Princeſs 
Royal, and His Moſt Serene Highneſs the Hereditary Prince of 
Wirtembergh, with the congratulatory meffage ſent from this 
Houſe, had attended Her Royal Highneſs, and His Moſt Serene 
Highneſs, accordingly ; and that Her Royal Highneſs was pleaſed 
to lay : 


Gentlemen, | 1 
I thank the Houſe of Commons for this meſſage : I am very glad of hb 


thetr approbation, which will always make me happy. 


And that His Moſt Serene Highneſs was pleaſed to ſay : 


I rejuce at the ſhare the Houſe Commons take in my happineſs, 
and am ſenſible of their attention in making me theſe congratulations. 
Ian very much «bliged to them for their gozd wiſhes, and thank them 
for the aſſurance of their friendſhip, which I ſhall always try ta 


deſerve, 3 
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A petition was brought up from ſome of the electors of Canter 
bury, complaining that Mr. Gipps and Sir John Honeywood were 
ineligible to repreſent that city, and were not duly elected. The 
petition was ordered to be taken into conſideration on Tueſday the 
13th of June. 

Mr. ROSE moved that the Committee on the Stamp-duty Bill 
ſhould be deferred till to-morrow. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN wiſhed that the Committee ſhould not be de- 
ferred, as he meant to object to the principle of the bill on the mo- 
tion for the Speaker's leaving the chair. He wiſhed alſo that this 
part of the bill ſhould be ſeparated from the other, as he conſidered 
it as a bill not of revenue, but of pains and penalties upon the preſs, 
to the principle of which he was decidedly adverſe. He moved 
that there ſhould be an inſtruction to the Committee upon the bill 
to divide it into two bills. 1 wat 
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hat the Mr. ROSE oppoſed the inſtruction, upon the ground that the 
tulation motion for dividing the bill might be made in the Committee. = 
nd that Mr. SHERIDAN announced his determination to protect the 


newſpaper proprietors, if poſſible, from the oppreſſion of the tax ; 
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and gave notice, that he ſhould move that the additional ftamp duty 
ſhould not exceed one penny, and that a diſcount ſhould be made to 
the proprietors of four per cent. 

Sir W. PULTENEY ſaid, the tax had given riſe to a great deal 
of diſcuſſion out of doors, and thought it highly proper that it ſhould 
undergo deliberate conſideration in the Houſe ; he ſhould there. 
fore ſecond the motion for inſtructing the Committee to divide 
the bill. 

The Houſe divided on Mr. Sheridan's motion: Ayes, 193 
Noes, 45. 
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The following are the official Papers relative to the ſingular and in. 
portant tranſactions which loo place on board the fleet at Partſ- 
mouth, and which fo much engaged the attention of the Public and 

F Parliament: | 


PETITIONS OF THE SEAMEN. 


To the Right Hemourable and the Honourable Knights, Citizens and Burgeſs, 
Rig | ix Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of the Seamen and Mariners on board His Majeſty's 
Ships, in behalf of themſelves, 


Humbiy ſheweth, | 
That your Petitioners relying on the caudour and juſtice of your ho. 
arable Houſe, make bold to lay their grievances before you, hoping, 

when you reflect on them, you will pleaſe to give redreſs, as far a 
your wiſdom ſhall deem neceſſary. | 

We beg leave to remind your auguſt aſſembly, that the act of Parlia- 
ment paſlhd in the reign of King Charles the Second, wherein the wages 

® of all ſeamen ſerving on board His Majeſty's fleet was ſettled, paſſed at a 

time when the neceſſaries of life, and flops of every denomination, were at 
kaft 30 per cent cheaper than at the preſent time, which enabled ſeamen 
and mariners to provide better for their families, than we can now do with 
one half advance. | ; 
We therefote requeſt your honourable Houſe will be ſo kind as to reviſe 
the act before mentioned, and make ſuch amendments therein, as will 
enable your petitioners and their families to live in the ſame comfortable 
manner as ſeamen and mariners did at that time. 

Tour petitioners, with all humility, laid their grievances before the bo- 
nourable Earl Howe, and flattered ourſelves with the hopes that his Lord- 
hip would have been an advocate for us, as we have been repeatedly under 
his command, and made the Britiſh flag ride triumphantly over that of our 
enemies. But to our great ſurprize, we find ourſelves unprotected by bim, 
who has ſeen ſo many inſtances of our —_— in carrying the Br! 
un, Ow every part of the ſeas with victory and ſucceſs. : 

e profeſs ourſelves as loyal to our Sovereign, and zealous in the defence 
of our country as the army and militia can be, and eſteem ourſelves equal 
entitled to His Majeſty's munificence, therefore with jealouſy we bebo 
their pay avgmented, and their out-penſions of Chelſea College in 
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to thirteen pounds per annum, while we remain negleRed, and the out 


ſioners of Greenwich have only ſeven pounds per annum. | 
We, your petitioners, therefore humbly implore that you would take 
theſe matters into conſideration, and with your accuſtomed goodneſs and 
liberality, comply with the prayer of this petition, and your petitioners, as 
in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 
We, the Delegates of the fleet, hereunto ſign our names for the ſhips? 
companies : J 
Royal George — Valentine Joyce, John Morrice. 
Queen Charlotte — Patrick Glynn, John Udleſon. 
Royal Sovereiga—Joſeph Green, John Richardſon. 
London—Alexander Harding, William Ruly. 
Glory Patrick Dugan, John Bethell. 
Duke - Michael Adams, W. Anderſon. 
Mars— Thomas Allen, James Blithe. 
Marlborough—John Vaſſia, William Senator. 
Ramillies— Charles Berry, George Clear. 
Robuſt David Wilſon, John Scrivener. 
L'Impetueux—Jokn Witna, William Porter. 
Defence—Geo, Galaway, zo Barerick. 
Terrible—Mark Turner, George Salked. 
La Pompee—William Potts, James Melvin. 
Minotaur—Dennis Lawley, G. Croſland. 
Defiance John Saunders, J. Huſband. 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiral!y, 
My Lords, 2 i 


We, the ſeamen of His Majeſty's navy, take the liberty of addre 
your Lordſhips, in an humble petition, ſhewing the many hardſhips 
oppreſſions we have laboured under for many years, and which we hope 
your Lordſhips will redreſs as ſoon as poſſible : we flatter ourſelves that 
your Lordſhips, together with the Nation in general, will — 
our worth and good ſervices, both in the American war, as well as the. 
preſent; for which good ſervice your Lordſhips* petitioners do unani- 
mouſly agree in opinion, that their worth to the nation, and laborious in- 
duſtry in defence of their country, deſerve ſome better encouragement 
than that we meet with at preſent, or from any we have experienced. 

We, your petitioners, do not boaſt of our good ſervices for any other 
purpoſe than that of putting you and the nation in mind of the reſpect due 
tous, nor do we ever intend to deviate from our former character; ſo far 


gs * from any thing of that kind, or that an Engliſhman or men ſhould tura 
4 their coats: we likewiſe agree in opinion, that we ſhould ſuffer double the 
m_ hardſhips we have hitherto experienced before we would ſuffer the Crown 


of England to be in the leaſt impoſed upon by that of any other power in 
the world; we therefore beg leave to inform your Lordſhips of the griev- 
ances which.we at preſent labour under. L 
We, your humble petitioners, relying that your Lordſhips will take into 
early confideration the grievances of which we complain, and do nat in 
the leaſt doubt but your Lordſhips will comply with our deſires, which are 
every way ur at | | 8 
e gd pdt oye which we have to complain of is, that our wages ar 
'» and ought to be raiſed, that we might be the better able to ſup- 
wy Þ 
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ou our wives and families in a manner comfortable, and whom we are in 

uty bound to ſupport as far as our wages will allow, which we truſt will 
be looked into by your Lordſhips and the honourable Houſe of Commons 
in Parliament aſſembled. 

We, your petitioners, beg that your Lordſhips will take into conſidera. 
tion the grievances of which we complain, and now lay before you: 

Firſt, "That our proviſions be raiſed to the weight of ſixteen ounces to 
the pound, and of a better quality, and that our meaſures may be tlie ſame 
as thoſe uſed in the commercial trade of this country. 

Secondly, That your petitioners requeſt your honours will be pleaſed to 
obſerve there ſhould be no flour ſerved while we are in harbour, in any 
port whatever, under the command of the Britiſh flag; and alſo, that there 
might be granted a ſufficient quantity of vegetables of ſuch kind as may 


be the moſt plentiful in the ports to which we go; which we grieyouſly | 


complain, and lay under the want of. 

Thirdly, That your Lordſhips will be pleaſed ſeriouſly to look into the 
ſtate of the ſick on board His Majeſty's ſhips, that they may be better at- 
tended to, and that they may have the uſe of ſuch neceſſaries as are allowed 
for them in time of their ſickneſs, and that theſe neceſſaries be not on any 
account embezzled. 

Fourthly; Ihat your Lordſhips will be ſo kind as to look into this 
affair, which is no wiſe unreaſonable, and that we may be looked upon as 
a number of men ſtanding in defence of our country, and that we may in 
ſome wiſe have grant and opportunity to. taſte the ſweets of Liberty on 
| ſhore, when in any harbour, and when we have completed the duty of our 

ſhip, after our return from ſea ; and that no man may encroach upon his 
Liberty, there ſhall be a boundary limited, and thoſe treſpaſling any far- 
ther, without a written order from the Commanding Officer, ſhall be 
puniſhed according to the rules of the navy, which is a natural requeſt and 
congenial to the heart of man, and certainly to us, that you make the boaſt 

of being the Guardians of the Land. 

Fifthly, That if any man is wounded in action, his pay be continued 
until he is cured, and diſcharged ; and if any ſhip has any real grievances 
to complain of, we hope your Lordſhips will readily redreſs them, as far as 
is in your power, to prevent any diſturbances. ; 

It is alſo unanimouſly a by the Fleet, that from hi day no griev- 
ances ſhall be received, in order to convince the nation at large, that we 
know when to ceaſe to aſk, as well as to begin, and that we aſk nothing but 
what is moderate, and may be granted without detriment to the nation, 07 
injury to the ſervice. 

Given on board the Queen Charlotte, by the Delegates of the 

Fleet, this 18th day of April, 1797. 

(Signed by the ſame names as the Petition to the Houſe 


of Commons.) | 


ANSWER To THE PETITIONS. 


By the Commi mers for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Ac. | 
© Having taken into conſideration the petitions tranſmitted by your 
Lordſhip, from the crews of His Majeſty's ſhips under your comma 0 
having the ſtrongeſt deſire to attend to all complaints of the ſeamen 


His Majeſty's navy, and to grant them every juſt and reaſonable redreſs, 


and having conſidered the difference of the price of che neceſſaries of Hie, 
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2t this and at that period when the pay of ſeamen was eſtabliſhed, we 
do hereby require and direct your Lordſhip to take the ſpeedieſt method of 
communicating to the fleet, 

That we have reſolved to recommend it to His Majeſty, to propoſe to 
Parliament to increaſe the wages of ſeamen in His Majeſty's navy in the 
following proportions, viz, 

To add four /illings per month to the wages of petty officers and able 
ſeamen, three ſhillings per month to the wages of ordinary ſeamen, and 7ws 
fillings per month to the wages of lundmen. | 

That we have reſolved, that ſeamen wounded in action ſhall be con- 
tinued in pay until their wounds are healed, or until, being declared un- 
ſerviceable, they ſhall reccive a penſion, or be received into the Royal 
Hoſpital at Greenwich, and that having a perfect confidence in the zeal, 
loyalty, and courage of all the ſeamen in the fleet, fo generally expreſſed in 
their petition, and 1a their earneſt deſire of ſerving their country, with 
that ſpirit which always fo eminently diſtinguiſheg Britiſh ſeamen, we have 
come to this reſolution the more readily, that the ſeamen may have; as carly 
as poffible, an opportunity of thewing their good diſpoſitions, by return- 
ing to their duty, as it may be neceſlary that the fleet ſhould ſpeedily put 
to ſea to meet the enemy of the country. 

Given under our hands, at Portſmouth, the 18th day of 
April, 1797. 


: SPENCER, 
Io the Right Honourable Lord BRIDPORT, ARDEN. 
R. B. Admiral of the White, Commander W. YOUNG. 


in Chief of a ſquadron of His Majeſty's 
lips employed in the Channel ſervice. 


THE SEAMEN'S REPL VT. 


We received your Lordſhips' anſwer to our petition; and, in order to 
convince your Lordſhip and the Nation in general of our moderation, beg 
leave to offer the follow ing remarks to your conſideration, viz. TG 

That there never has exiſted but two orders of men in the navy—able 
and ordinary; therefore the diſtinction between ordinary and landmen is 
wtally new, We therefore humbly propoſe to your Lordſhips, that the 
old regulations be adhered to; that the wages of able ſeamen be raiſed to 
one ſhilling per day, and that of petty a. and the ordinary in the 
uual proportion; and, as a farther proof of our moderation, and that we 
are actuated by a true ſpirit of benevolence towards our brethren, the ma- 
mes, who are not noticed in your Lordfhip's anſwer, we humbly propoſe 
that their pay be augmented while ſerving on board, in the ſame propor- 
tion as ordinary ſeamen; this, we hope and truſt, will be a convincing 
proof to your Lordſhips that we are not actuated by a ſpirit of contradic- 
uon, but that we earneſtly wiſh to put a ſpeedy end to the preſent, affair, 
de beg leave to ſtate to your Lordſhips, that the penſions from Green- 
wich College, which we earneſtly wiſh to be raiſed to ten pounds per 
mam; and in order to maintain which, we humbly propoſe to your 

romps, that every ſeaman employed in the merchant ſervice, inſtead of 

pence per month, which they now pay, ſhall hereafter pay one ſhilling 
ber month, which, we truſt, will raiſe a fund fully adequate to the purpoſe; 
hi as this, in time of peace, muſt be paid by your petitioners, we truſt it 
8 aconvincing proof of our diſintereſtedneſs and moderation. We 


— alſo recommend that this regulation be extended to the ſeamen in 
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578 PARLIAMENTARY 


the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company, as we know by experience that 
there are few ſailors employed by them but what have been in the royal 
navy, and we have ſeen them with our own eyes, after ſickneſs or other 
accident has diſabled them, without any hope of relief or ſupport but from 
their former ſervices in the navy. 

As to proviſions, that they be augmented to ſixteen ounces to the pound 
of bread and meat, cheeſe, butter, and liquor in proportion, and of a better 
quality, and a ſufficient quantity of vegetables, and that no flour be ſerved 
with freſh beef. And we farther beg leave to inform your Lordſhips, that 
it is unanimouſly agreed, that, until the grievances before ſtated are 
redreſſed, and an Act of Amendment paſſed, we are determined not 
to lift an anchor; and the grievances of particular ſhips muſt be re. 
dreſſed. 

Given under our hands, the Delegates of the fleet, on board the 
Queen Charlotte, at Spithead, April 19, 1797. 


[Commons, 


The following are _ of the Reſolution entered into by the Board of 


Admiralty, at Portſmouth, on Thurſday laſt—the Reply of the Seamen 


—and His Majeſty's Proclamation : 


Ey the Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral ef Great 
. Britain and Ireland, Ic, 


Having taken into confideration a paper containing ſeveral repreſenta- 
tions from the ſeamen of His Majeſty's ſhips at Spithead, reſpecting an 
advance of their wages, and being deſirous of granting them every re- 

veſt that can, with any degree of reaſon, be complied with, we have re- 
lved to recommend it to His Majeſty, that an addition of five ſhillings 
and fix-pence per month be made to the wages of petty officers and ſeamen 
belonging to His Majeſty, which will make the wages of able ſeamen one 
ſhilling per day, clear of all deductions; an addition of four ſhillings and 

-pence per month to the wages of every ordinary ſeamen; and an addi- 
tion of three ſhillings and fix-pence to the wages of the landmen ; and that 
none of the allowance made to the marines, when on ſhore, ſhall be 
Ropped, on their being embarked on board any of His Majeſty's ſhips. 
We have alſo reſolved, that all ſeamen, marines, and others, ſerving in His 
Majeſty's ſhips, ſhall have the full allowance of proviſions, without any 
deduQtions, for leakage or waſte ; and that until proper ſteps can be taken 
for carrying this into effect, ſhort-allowance money ſhall-be paid to the men 
inlicu of the deduction heretofore made; and that all men wounded in action 
ſhall receive their full pay until their wounds ſha!l be healed, or until, being 
declared incurable, they ſhall receive a penſion from the cheſt at Chatham, 
or ſhall be admitted into the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich. And your 
Lordſhip is hereby required and directed to communicate this our deter- 
mination to the Captain of each of His Majeſty's ſhips under your orders 
directing him to make it known to the ſhip's company under his com. 
mand, and to inform them, that ſhould they be inſenfible to the very li 
offers now made to them, and perſiſt in their preſent diſobedience, te] 
muſt no longer expect to enjoy thoſe benefits to which by their * 
| conduct they were entitled: that in ſuch caſe, all the men nos - 

ard the fleet at Spithead ſhall be incapable of receiving any ima 
money or penſion from the cheſt of Chatham, or of being admitted — — 
time into the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich ; and that they muſt be 37 


frerable for the dreadful confequences which will neceſſarily attend their 
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continuing to tranſgreſs the rules of the ſervice in open violation of the 
laws of their country. On the other hand, he is to inform them, that we 
promiſe the moſt perfect forgiveneſs of all that has paſſed on this occaſion 
to every ſhip's company, who, within one hour after the communication 
to them of the above-mentioned reſolutions, ſhall return to their duty in 
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every particular, and ſhall ceaſe to hold farther intercourſe with any men f 
who continue in a ſtate of diſobedience and mutiny. XK 
Given under our hands, at Portſmouth, the 2oth of April, 1797. 10 
SPENCER, 1 

ARDEN, 0 
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To the Right Honourable Lord BRIDPORT, K. B. W. YOUNG, 
Admirsf of the White, Commander in Chief of 
His Majeſty's ſhips to be employed in the Channel 
Soundings, &c. 
By the command of their Lordſhips, 


WM. MARSDEN, 
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The foregoing reſolution was immediately tranſmitted to the Sailors, 
who returned the following anſwer : 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 


We, the ſeamen and marines in and belonging to His Majeſty's fleet, 
now lying at Spithead, having received with the utmoſt ſatisfaction, and 
with hearts full of gratitude, the bountiful augmentation of pay and 
provifions, which your Lordſhips have been pleaſed to fignify ſhall take 
place in future in His Majeſty's Royal Navy, by your order, which 
5 been read to us this morning, by the command of Admiral Lord 

ndport : . 

Your Lordſhips having thus generouſly taken the prayer of our ſeveral 
petitions into your ſerious conſideration, you have given ſatisfaction to 
every loyal and well-diſpoſed ſeaman and marine belonging to His Ma- 
jelty's fleets; and, from the aſſurance which your Lordſhips have given us 
reſpecting ſuch other grievances as we thought right to lay before you, 
we are thoroughly convinced, ſhould any real grievance or other cauſe of . 
complaint ariſe in future, and the ſame be laid before your Lordſhips in a 
regular manner, we are perfectly ſatisfied that your Lordſhips will pa 
every attention to a number of brave men, who ever have, and ever will 
be, true and faithful to their King and Country, 

But we beg leave to remind your Lordſhips, that it is a firm reſolution, 
that until the flour in port be removed, the * and penſions aug- 
mented, the grievances of private ſhips be redreſſed, an act paſſed, and 
His Majeſty's gracious pardon for : fleet now lying at Spithead be 
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granted, that the fleet will not lift an anchor; and this is the total and 


anſwer, | 


April 22. 
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[Commoxs, M 
By the KING—A PROCLAMATION, | 902 
For pardoning ſuch Scamen and Marines of the Squadron of Hi Majeſty's 
: ] : col 
Fleet, flatianed at Spithead, as have been guiliy of an ad of Mtiny or D iſ 
obedience of Orders, or any Breach or Neige of Duty, and who fall, u 2 fal 
Noriſcatian of ſuch Proclamation on biard their reſpective Ships, return 10 the 
the regular and ordinary diſcharge of their Duty, fal 
GEORGE R. car 
Upon report of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty of the pro- the 
ceedings of the ſeamen and marines of the ſquadron of our fleet ſtationed fiot 
at Spithead, and of the meaſures taken by the ſaid Lords Commillioners har 
in conſequence thereof; and, in order to manifeſt our deſire to give due th 
encouragement to all thoſe who ſhall return to the regular and ordinary 1 
diſcharge of their duty, according to the rules and practice of the navy; Na 
we have thought fit, by the advice of our Privy Council, to iſſue this our has 
Royal Proclamation, and do hereby promiſe our moſt gracious pardon to late 
all ſeamen and marines ſerving on board the ſaid ſquadron, who ſhall, h 
upon notification hereof on board their reſpective ſhips, return to the re- _ 
ular and ordinary diſcharge of their duty : and we do hercby declare, GUT 
a that all ſuch ſeamen and marines, ſo returning to their duty, ſhall be dif. Bric 
charged and releaſed from all proſecutions, 1mpriſonments, and penalties, ther 
incurred by reaſon of any act of mutiny or diſobedience of orders, or 7 
any breach or negle of duty, previouſly committed by them, or any 25 
of them. {hou 
| Given at our Court at Windſor, the twenty-ſecond day of and 
April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-ſeven, and ama 
in the thirty-ſeventh year of our reign. + pros 
| God ſave the King! 255 
they 
| Friday, 26th May. griev 
th 
Mr. SHERIDAN — Sir, I now riſe to addreſs the Houſe on a 3 
ſubject, in my opinion, as important as any of thoſe which have of oe 
late occupied our attention; a ſubject which is, in my humble 0 f 
opinion, in compariſon of all others, deſcrving the moſt ſerious con- Vn 
- fideration and attention. Sir, I believe the idea which this Houſe Ra 
has formed of the motion, I expreſſed my intention to make, has bun 
been founded on a miſtaken notion. Many ſuppoſed, I have no wp, i 
doubt, that I merely meant to complain of a paper, containing - 3 3 
groſs miſrepreſentation, with reſpect to the navy; alſo ſomething of tow 
a perſonal nature, immediately referring to myſelf. My opinion, purpo! 
Sir, of the Liberty of the Prefs, and the advantage we derive from It ſtat 
it is ſuch, that I ſhould be ſorry that any provocation to myſelf in- err 
dividually, ſhould induce me to defire the interpoſition of the Houſe, was t 
in any manner, againſt the proprietors and printers of the newſpa- the ſe 
pers, who have inſerted the paper of which I complain. On the ſehem 
contrary, Sir, the propoſition J had to make was of a conſolatory * an 
ture. I do not retract in the ſmalleſt degree from that opinion which that pe 


I exprefled upon a former occafion, that the perſeverance of the 
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ſeamen in a ſtate of inſubordination, after their demands had been 
complied with, muſt have been owing to misrepreſentations and 
falſchoods circulated among them. That there ſhould be men in 
the country capable of employing ſuch miſreprepreſentations and 
falſchoods is a matter much to be lamented ; but there is ſomething 


conſolatory in the reflection, that the miſchief is not in the minds of 


the ſeamen themſelves, but is the conſequence of the arts and delu- 
ſions which have been practiſed upon them. Sir, I hold in my 
hand a paper, which has been circulated with great induſtry among 
the ſeamen : it is a Paper purporting to be an Appeal to the Britiſh 
Nation from the Seamen on board Lord Bridport's Fleet. This 
has been ſent to Plymouth and Sheerneſs, where it has been circu- 
Iated with the moſt fatal ſucceſs. Sir, I did on a former day, take 
the liberty of ſaying, that this paper, from- the internal evidence it 
carries with it, could not be the compoſition of the Delegates of Lord 
Bridport's Fleet: I am ſtill of the ſame opinion. Yet I confeſs 
there are certain circumſtances of apparent authenticity about it, that 
I am not at all ſurpriſed the printers aad proprietors of newſpapers 
ſhould have been impoſed upon, and led to believe it authentic; 
and I have no heſitation in ſaying, I do firmly believe the ſeamen 
among whom this paper has been circulated, believe it to be the 
Prozlamation of the Delegates of Lord Bridport's Fleet, and that 
they were well founded in point of fact, in the aſſertion that their 
grievances remained unredreſſed; I am, therefore, not ſuprized that 
they ſhould have remained in a ſtate of inſubordination. The 
paper in queſtion was printed at Portſmouth, by the printer who 
had been employed by the delegates, and the manuſcript was brought 
to him from on board the fleet. If it was brought by the delegates 
themſelves, they muſt have been groſsly impoſed upon; for through- 
out the whole of the paper, it is evident, that it does not expreſs the 
ſentiments of Britiſh ſeamen. The language in which it is drawn 
up, is more like the language of a circulating library, than that of 
a forecaſtle, It is no more the production of a Britiſh ſeaman, 
than a Britiſh ſeaman is the enemy of his country. This paper 
purports to be an appeal to A Loyal and Diſeerning Nation.“ 
It ſtates the whole of the tranſactions which have taken place, and 
afſerts, that notwithſtanding His Majeſty's moſt gracious pardon, it 
was the intention of His Majeſty's Miniſters to ſelect and execute 
the ſeamen, who were the principal ringleaders. It ſtates, that 
ſchemes were laid out to ſacrifice ſome of the brighteſt gems that 
ever adorned this or any other country; and that no ſooner was 
that pardon granted, but in ditect contradiction to it, were indivi- 
duals ſelected for the expreſs purpoſe of ſacrificing them to malice 
2 
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582 PARLIAMENTARY [ Commons, 


and private reſentment. Now, Sir, when a paper of this deſcrip. 
tion is circulated with avidity round our coaſts, is it not fit that a 
clear contradiction ſhould be given to it? Is it not neceſſary that a 
paper which has manifeſtly impoſed on the underſtandings of Britiſh 
ſeamen ſhould be cleared up to them, and its falſehoods detected? 
With reſpect, Sir, to the calumny itſelf, it would be an inſult to 
the underſtanding of the Houſe, if I ſhould ſuppoſe a doubt exiſted 
reſpecting it. I am no friend to His Majeſty's Miniſters ; on the 
contrary, I think there is not a more determined irreconeileable and 
inflexible enemy to them and their ſyſtem than myſelf ; but to in- 
finuate that they or any one of them could have poſſibly harboured 
ſuch a thought as that imputed to them by this manifeſto ; that any 
one of them could have had ſuch an intention after the pardon 
granted by His Majeſty to the ſeamen— If I could infinuate this, I 
ſhould deem myſelf not merely an enemy of His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
but of the country. Sir, I cannot be ſuſpeded of complimenting 
the Houſe of Commons; I have differed from them on almoſt all 
occaſions, yet I think I may ſay, that with refpe& to good will to- 
wards Britiſh ſeamen, its ſentiment has never been different from 
my own. If ever man loved man; if ever one part of the people 


loved another, the people of this country love the ſeamen. The in- 


dividuals of this Houſe have ever loved the ſeamen, and in this re- 
ſpect have ſhewn themſelves the repreſentatives of the people. 
Whatever has been at any period propoſed in this Houſe for the 
benefit of the ſeamen has heen adopted, not only with readineſs, but 
almoſt with acclamation. A right honourable gentleman, whom 
I do not now fee in his place, (Mr. Dundas) has on many occa- 
fions brought queſtions before” this Houſe, for the advantage of the 
ſeamen, which had been acquieſced in with the ſame ſatisfaction 
they were propoſed. | 
With reſpect to that part of the publication which relates to my- 
ſelf, I have but to recur to the ſtyle of it, in order to convince the 
Houſe it never was the compoſition of Britiſh ſeamen. It runs, 
« Oh! Sheridan, Sheridan! if this be your mean opinion of Bri- 
&« tiſh ſeamen, thou knoweſt very little, very little of ſeamen's 
« ſentiments.” Sir, I certainly did ſay, if they remained difſatis- 
| fied after their requeſt had been granted, and at a time too when 
the fleet of the enemy might be at ſea, I did ſay, if after their de- 
mands were ſatisfied, they remained in port endangering by ſuch 
condudt the ſafety of the Britiſh empire, that it muſt be becauſe the 
were worked upon, and their judgement miſled by a ſpecies of the 
fouleſt and 'baſeſt treachery. The paper ſtates farther, © What, 


9 accuſe us of treachery, impute treachery to us! its principles ve 
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« diſavow.“ Sir, I appeal to the candour of any man, whether it 
was, in the remoteſt degree, accuſing the ſeamen of treachery, when 
I faid they muſt be the objects of that treachery, which had been 
the cauſe of their deluſion, if they continued diffatisfied after their 
demands were complied with? They could not have ſelected any 
individual on whom to make a charge of ſuch a nature who ſo little 
deſerved it. Sir, with reſpect to another obſervation in the fame 
paper, “that the honourable gentleman, thinking he had defeated 
« the Chancellor, attacked the poor but loyal tars, it is equally 
inapplicable to me. I wiſh the former part were true; I wiſh to 
God I had defeated the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Sir, I can- 
not inſtance a greater proof of my endeavours to promote the ad- 
vantage of the ſeamen, than that in the year 1786, in the 7th ſeſ- 
fion of the then Parliament, a gentleman did twice bring a bill be- 
fore the Houſe, which I afterwards renewed for the general benefit 
of ſeamen : and though the principles of ſuch bills were objected 
to, it did happen they had for their object the redreſs of thoſe grie- 
vances which have of late been the ſubject of complaint. Sir, I 
have ever been their friend, but never more ſo than at this period in 
warning them againſt thoſe artifices which have been practiſed to 
ſeduce them. When people tell them that the navy can be ma- 
naged without ſubordination, they may as well tell them a ſhip can 
be managed without a rudder ; they had better pull down the maſts 
and the ſhrouds, and lay them on the deck, than liſten to ſuch re- 
preſentation. At the ſame time, Sir, it ſhould be underſtood that 
there are no farther grievances, if any exiſt, which we will not re- 
dreſs, It was my intention to have propoſed to the confideration 
and adoption of the Houſe, a motion of a conſolatory nature; yet, 
from what I have heard upon the ſubject, I am convinced His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters can have but one wiſh on the ſubject, namely, to re- 
ſtore harmony in our navy, which has been ſo unhappily interrupted. 
| ſhall not preſs my motion: I thought it neceſſary to make thoſe 
tew obſervations, that an opportunity might be given of contradic- 
ting the contents of a paper evidently circulated with the worſt in- 
tentions. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. Sir, as there is no motion before the 
Houſe, I am certainly not called upon to addreſs myſelf to your 
attention; yet on ſo intereſting an occaſion I truſt I ſhall be ex- 
cuſed for treſpaſſing a ſhort time on the Houſe. Sir, I do feel a 
lincere deſire, utterly unqualified either by the paſt or preſent hoſtility 
of the honourable gentleman to His Majeſty's Miniſters, to acknow- 
lege the fair, candid and liberal manner in which he has diſcharged 
a great public duty; I deem it fair to ſay that the candour which 
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has led him to communicate to His Majeſty's Miniſters the motion 
which, he had in contemplation, is entitled to the fame candour on 
my part; and J have no heſitation in faying, that the motion he 
had in idea was not in any degree liable to thoſe objections which 1 
conceived, when he gave the Houſe notice of his intentions to brine 
it forward. I am, however, glad he does not think it neceſſary 10 
preſs his motion, and for this reaſon, I conſider his not preſſing it 
as a proof, in his mind, that the grounds of Miniſtersꝰ objections were 
neither capricious nor light, and that this is not a queſtion wherein 
difference of political ſentiments ean make Miniſters inſenſible of 
the value and merit of the Britiſh ſeamen. A proof that he conſiders. 
the neceſſity of impreſſing that ſame ſentiment on the minds of the 
public at large, which is unanimouſly entertained in the Houſe, and 
which, I truſt, will one day or other be unanimouſly entertained by 
the Britiſh ſeamen. He has with equal candour and juſtice, in 
. ſpeaking of the Britiſh ſeamen, that claſs of men to whom this 
country is indebted for its ſafety and glory, expreſſed his own and the 
ſentiments of the Houſe with regard to, them. He has not ſpoken 
too ſtrongly of the partiality of this Houſe towards the Britiſh ſea- 
men, and that native enthuſiaſm by which it has ever been actuated 
to adopt whatever could promote their intereſt and advantage. Ihe 
correſponding zeal of that claſs, to contribute to the ſafcty of the 
empire, is inſeparable from their character; and whatever the effect 
of thoſe moſt criminal machinations which have been uſed to ſeduce 
the moſt valuable inſtruments of the public ſervice, at this important 
and critical period, may have been, I am perſuaded the native cha- 
racer of the ſeamen, the native character of the country, muſt 
triumph over thoſe delufions and machinations ſo evidently injuri- 
ous to the intereſts of both. Sir, as to the authenticity of the paper 
it cannot be neceſſary for me to take up the attention of the Houſe 
on that part of the ſubject, after what as already been ſaid by the 
honourable gentleman, and acquieſced in by the filent feelings of 
the Houſe. Sir, if any one can have taught ſeamen to believe a 
thought could be harboured by His Majeſty's Miniſters, after His 
Majeſty's pardon had been granted them, of retaining any recollec- 
tion of theſe tranſactions, or of an intention to deduR, in the ſmalleſt 
degree, from that act of oblivion whicl was intended by ſuch par- 
don, that perſon muſt have been actuated by the moſt diabolical 
motive. No, Sir, the pardon was graciouſly conferred, and meant 
to be ſtrictly obſerved with reſpect to all thoſe to whom it was in- 
tended to apply; and God forbid, that we ſhould be under the 
neceſſity of conſidering any exceptions to the general pardon meant 
to be granted. This, however, is a ſubje& on which I ſhall avoid 
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ſaying any thing farther. I truſt, the uniform feelings of this 
Houſe and the country muſt make it unneceffary for me to ſay any 
thing as to tho credit to be given to any ſuch idea as that imputed 
in the pretended Manifeſto having been harboured by His Majeſty's 
Miniſters. 

Mr. GREY roſe, in purfuance of a notice which had been given, 
to move for a Reform in the Repreſentation of the People. In 
bringing forward a notice of ſuch a nature, he laid his account from 
paſt experience, with expoſing himſelf to many uncharitable impu- 
tations. If, in their reſiſtance to the deſtructive ſyſtern of Miniſters, 
if in their endeavours to check them in their ruinous career, if in 
their efforts to control them in their profuſe and extravagant waſte 
of public money, he and his friends had incurred imputations of a 
with to gratify perſonal intereſt and private ambition, and of a 
wanton deſire to thwart Executive Government, they could not in 
the preſent inſtance expect to eſcape firmlar, or ſtill more odious 
imputations. It was ſome conſolation, however, that though their 
exertions were not well received in that Houfe, the public might 
pals a different decifion upon them, and to the public would the 
eventual decifion belong. It might, perhaps, be called preſumption 
in him to call the attention of the Houſe to the conduct of an in- 
dividual fo inſignificant as he was They would do him the juf- 
tice, however, to allow that, in his propoſitions for a Reform in 
Parliament, he had never proceeded on any ſpeculation of natural 
and impreſcriptible rights. The meaſures which he had the ho- 
nour to bring forward were founded, not in ſpeculative but on prac- 
tical grounds. Both the ſpeculative and the practical defects of 
the preſent ſyſtem has been fo largely diſcuſſed, and fo often re- 
peated, that his labour on the preſent occafion was much abated 
without injury to the cauſe. His views, he repeated, had pros 
Neicd on practical grounds, and not on grounds of right, becauſe 
no man could claim any particular form of government upon a 
ground of right. Here, however, he begged not to be miſunder- 
ond when he ſtated this propoſition; he avowed that there was 
no man more warmly attached to, or who would more ſteadily ſups 
port, the natural and impreſeriptible rights of mankind :—theſe 
Fere liberty and ſecurity ; and when liberty and ſccurity were not 
Properly guaranteed by any particular ſyſtem of government, either 
in conſequence of original or accidental defects, the people, who 
ved under it, had a right to demand either that it ſhould be changed 


kl ſuffrage, before demanding that their plan ſhould be 
Wee bound to ſhew that it was for the good of the people that it 
Vol. II. 4 E 


* amended. But, on the other hand, the advocates for univers - 
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ſhould be adopted. It would be alſo recollected that he had never 
grounded his motion for Reform upon the inequality of the preſent 
repreſentation. Inequality of repreſentation, of itſelf, he did not con- 
fider as a ſufficient ground of Reform. For inſtance, he never had 
argued that there ſhould be a Reform in the Repreſentation of the 
People, becauſe Cornwall ſent as many repreſentatives to Parlia- 
ment as all the counties of Scotland together, and becauſe there 
were ſome boroughs with a few houſes, and a handful of inhabi- 
tants, returned as many Members to the Houſe of Commons as 
the opulent and extenſive county of York. ' Though this ſounded 
ſtrange in theory, yet if it was not ſhewn that in practice it was in- 
jurious to the Rights of Engliſhmen, their defence was good, who 
contended that the nation under its preſent ſyſtem of government 
had enjoyed much proſperity, and a large portion of happineſs, and 


who argued againſt the inexpediency of a change from the chance 


of endangering the exiſtence! of the ſyſtem, and of giving birth to 
evils of a much more ſerious nature than thoſe which were expe- 
rienced under it. Having thus ſtated his general principles upon 
the ſubject, he proceeded to inquire what was the end and the uſe 
of the Houſe of Commons, and what was the preſent tate of the 
Repreſentation of the People. When he conſidered what it ought 
to be, the queſtions naturally occurred, whether it had aQed for 
the intereſt of the people? whether it had watched the conduct of 
Miniſters ? whether it has controled the Executive Government in 


its operations * and, above all, whether, in the exerciſe of its appro- 


F 


priate duty, it had been a faithful guardian to the public purſe 
When he confidered what it was, ſuggeſtions of a different nature 
- eccurred. Inſtead of attention, he was afraid there had been negli- 
-gence; inſtead of inquiry, there had been confidence; inſtead of 
control, there had been obedience ; and inſtead of economy, there had 
deen profuſion. But if it had thus failed in its duty, and if mis: 
-Fortunes, numerous and dreadful, had been the conſequence of the 
failure, whatever difference of opinion there might be reſpecting the 
time and mode of Reform, he was convinced there could be little 
or no objection to the meaſure, conſidered abſtractedly. How then 
did they ſtand? It was now five years ſince he firſt made a motion 
for a Reform in Parliament. At that time the country was deſcribed 
2 being in a ſtate of great proſperity, and the public were induces 
fondly to entertain the proſpect of a ptolongation of the n of 
yang When he looked back, however, for thirty years; wh 
he reflected on the wars in which it had been engaged, and when bt 
reviewed the eonduct of the different Adminiſtrations during theſe 
wars; when, in particular, he rag 6 Ame: 
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rican war, and the embarraſſments into which the country was 
brought in conſequence of the profuſe expenditure which marked 
the Adminiſtration of that period ; when, moreover, he beheld. a 
new zra ariſing in France, which threatened a great and momentous 
change in the political ſyſtem of Europe, from all theſe conſidera- 
tions he was induced to bring forward a meaſure which, in his opi- 
nion, would tend to prevent thoſe evils from again recurring which 
the nation had formerly had occafion to lament, and which might 
withſtand the influence of new opinions. In a ſhort time after we 
engaged in a war with France, our proſperity was ſtill ſtated to be 
undiminiſhed. One campaign was to decide the conteſt, and the 
triumphant march to Paris was for ever to check the inſolence 
of the enemy. A noble Lord then argued for the proſperity of the 
country, from the comparative ſtatement of our exports and imports, 
and concluded a moſt eloquent deſcription of our increaſed reſources 
wich ſaying, „that we had a riſe from humiliation more glorious 
* than from no fall, and truſted we might feel no ſecond fall.” That 
argument he conſidered as deficient, becauſe he did not advert to the 
cauſes which had produced that ſtate of adverſity from which we 
had juſt emerged ; and he propoſed at the time a meaſure by which 
the nation might have been guarded againſt a ſecond humili- 
ation. Whether the remedy would or would not have been effee- 
tual, he knew not; but this he knew, that the remedy was rejected, 
and that the country was again reduced to a ſtate of calamity which 
made the effects of the American war, when compared with it, 
tifling, and our fituation after it enviable. If, as the noble Lord 
contended, the proſperity of the country was matter of credit to 
the Houſe of Commons, and if it was an argument againſt any 
change in the Conſtitution of that Aſſembly, the diſaſters which it 
has lately ſuffered, and the ſtate of adverſity to which it is now re- 
duced, was to the full as good an argument either againſt its wiſdom 
or its virtue, and in favour of a change of Conſtitution. In ſtating 
the evils ariſing from univerſal ſuffrage, the noble Lord inſtanced 
the Government of France, under which that mode of election ob- 
tained, and the profuſe expenditure conſequent upon it. Here again 
Mr. Grey contended that he had the advantage of the noble Lord in 
argument, for if extravagance and prodigality were fairly charged 
% objections to the Conſtitution; of the Government of France, 
would not the ſame objection apply with equal force to the profuſe 
erpenditure of publie money in this country, the , guardianſhip of 
Which immediately belongs to the Houſe of Commons? What, 
lince that time, had been our fituation ? We had been reduced from 
a ſate of great and unparalleled proſperity, to a ſtate, if not of de- 
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ſponderey, at leaft of imminent danger and deep diſtreſs. Under 
the preſſure of great and accumulated calamities, how had the Houſe 
of Commons conducted itſelf * Had they ſhewn either vigilance of 
inquiry or independence of ſpirit? Had they inveſtigated the origin 
of their misfortunes, or checked Miniſters in their mad and ruinous 
career? Nay, the very reverſe. In a war, remarkable only for 
misfortune, and diſtinguiſhed, on our part, ſolely by diſgrace, they 
had ſuffered Miniſters to go on from failure to failure, adding miſ- 
conduct to misfortune, and madneſs to folly, without either inveſti- 
gation or inquiry. When attacks were made on the Liberties and 
even the Lives of the Subject, the Houſe of Commons did not in- 
terpoſe in behalf of freedom invaded, or innocence aſſaulted! When 
the ſhores of our Siſter Kingdom were laid open and defencelefs to 
the fleets of an invading enemy, no inquiry was inſtituted into the 
cauſe of ſuch groſs and criminal neglect. When, by the mandate 
of the Privy Council, the Bank of England ſtopped payment, and 
a ſhock unequalled at any other time was given to public credit, 
the Miniſter was abſolved upon his own exeufes from any kind of 
cenſure. Having ftated the effects of the ſyſtem, it was needlels 
to enter upon the mode of election; but was it not notorious to 
every one, that men without holding any communion with the peo- 
ple, without either property or talents, merely by throwing thmſclves 
on the patronage of a great man, got ſeats in Parliament, not for the 
Purpoſe of conſulting the good of the Commonwealth; and defending 
the Rights of the People, but for the purpoſe of promoting their own 
intereſt, by betraying the truſt repoſed in them? As a temedy for 
theſe evils, he propoſed to alter the ſyſtem from which they flowed. 
Had he implicitly followed the dictates of his own private judgement, 
he ſhould have adopted the mode of moving for a Committee to in- 
quire into the nature and extent of the evil, and to have found out 
A'rertiedy faitable and proportionate to it. Though that appeared 
to him to be the better mode of proceeding, when he propoſed it be- 
fore at diffrrent times; there was always one objection offered to it, 
which, on the preſent 'occafion, he was defirous' of obviating. It 
was oObjected, woutd you looſen the confidence of the people in 
the prefent 'Houſe of Commons, by acknowledging the defect 
1 of its Conſtitution, without propofing a remedy, by ſhewing hom 


it inight be conſtituted better?“ To obviate this objeAion, be 


odd ſtate the outline of the plan which he conceived might remed) 

the'evit'of which he complained. His object then was to obtain 
for the people, a full, fair, and free repreſentation in the. Houſe of 
Commons. He wiſhed to alter no part of the Conſtitution. It w. 
his deſire that it ſhould romain as it had been eſtabliſhed, 
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of King, Lords, and Commons. He did not wiſh to alter any 
thing which could remain in its preſent ſtate conſiſtently with the 


attainment of his object, which, as he before ſtated, was nothing 


more than a full, free, and fair repreſentation of the people. He 
ſhould propoſe, therefore, that the ſame number of Members ſhould 
ſerve in Parliament as at preſent. He ſhould propoſe that the 
country repreſentation ſhould remain nearly upon the ſame footing. 
There were a few alterations, however, which he thought ſhould 
take place. - Inſtead of ninety-two county Members, which there 
are at preſent, he thought that in future, in order to put an end to 
the inequalities that now exiſt, there ſhould be one hundred and 
thirteen. For inſtance, inſtead of two for the county of York, as 
there are at preſent, he thought there ſhould be two for each riding ; 
and ſo in other counties where the preſent repreſentation is not pro- 
portionate to the extent of ſoil and population. The next alteration 
which he ſubmitted to the Houſe, referred to the mode of return. 


In order to put an end to compromiſes, &c. he ſhould propoſe that 


each county or riding ſhould be divided into grand diviſions,” each 
of which ſhould return one repreſentative. The only other altera- 
tion which he had to propoſe in the county repreſentation related to 
the qualification of electors. The right of election, inſtead of being 
confined to freeholders, as it now is, he thought ſhould be extended 
to copyholders and leaſcholders, who are bound to pay a certain an- 
nual rent a certain number of years. Theſe are all the alterations 
which he had to propoſe in the county repreſentation. The Reform 
which he had to propoſe in the other branch of repreſentation was of 
a much more extenſive nature. He ſhould propoſe that the remain- 
ing four hundred Members ſhould be returned by one deſcription of 
perſons, which were houſeholders. He did not conceive that it would 
de difficult in the preſent, as it had been found eaſy in other in- 
ſtanees, to aſcertain the various proportions of population in the dif- 
ferent counties. He did not propofe, however, that theſe propor- 
tions ſhould be accurately obſerved, but that they ſhould be regu- 
lated by local circumſtances ; for inſtance, that great towns, ſuch as 
the metropolis, ſhould require a greater number of electors to return 
a repreſentative, than in places where the population was more ſcat- 
tered, otherwiſe the populous towns would obtain a too great local 
aſcendancy. It was a part of his plan that the country ſhould be di- 
vided into different diviſions, and that, if poſſible, one perſon ſhould 
Not be permitted to vote for more than one Member of Parliament. 
This ſcheme neceffarily involved a great number of ſubordinary de- 
tals, into which it was / impoſſible for him to enter. In order to 
Mevent expence, the poll ought to be taken through the whole king- 
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dom at one time. This was the general outline of the plan which 
he had to propoſe. To ſtate that it could obtain any thing like ex- 
actneſs at once, or that it was not liable to great difficulties in the 
execution, would be preſumptuous and fooliſh in the extreme. But 
he flattered himſelf it was not liable to any inſuperable or fundamen- 
tal objections. Upon this plan the landowner would find his pro- 
perty ſuitably repreſented. The merchant would find ſupport in the 
houſeholders ; and men of reſpeQability and talents in the different 
profeſſions would find a fair door open for getting into Parliament. 
The only perſons whom he would wiſh to exclude from that Houſe, 
were men who were neither poſſeſſed of landed property, nor en- 
gaged in commercial enterprize, nor profeſſors of any particular 
ſcience ; but men who, without property, without induſtry, and 
without talents, obtained feats in the Houſe of Commons, by the 
influence of great men, for the purpoſe, as he had ſaid before, not 
of conſulting for the good of the people, but of promoting their own 
intereſts. If ſuch as he had deſcribed were the fituation of the 
electors, what would be the ſituation of the elected? They would 
hold their ſeats, not on the baſis of univerſal ſuffrage, but of univer- 
fal repreſentation. The qualification would be ſo fixed, that no 
man, however mean, might not hope, by honeſt induſtry and fair 
exertions, to obtain a ſeat in the Houſe of Commons. And he 
begged to ſay, that a man arrived at the reſpectable ſituation of being 
father, and conſequently maſter of a family, having given hoſtages, 
as it were, to ſociety, as an aſſurance of his intereſt in its welfare, 
was not unworthy of a ſhare in the legiſlation of his country. In 
order to carry this plan into effect, he ſhould move for leave to 
bring in a bill, which he ſhould not propoſe to paſs this ſeſſion, 
but which ſhould be brought in, lie over for diſcuſſion during the 
ſummer, and be decided upon in the courſe of next ſeſſion. I here 
was till another topic upon which he had not touched, namely, the 
duration of Parliament. If the Reform in the Repreſentation was 
adopted, but not otherwiſe, it occurred to him that the duration of 
Parliament ſhould be limited to three years. Having thus ſtated 
the outline of the plan, there remained little more for him to trou- 
ble the Houſe with. One objection had always been made to 2 
motion for a Reform, when he · had brought it forward, viz. that it 
was an improper time to agitate the queſtion. So far from this 
appearing to him to be an objection on the preſent occaſion, that the 
time is one of the greateſt indueements he had for bringing it for- 
ward. If he had had any doubts before upon this point, they would 
have been removed by the change which had taken place in the ſen. 
timents of many perſons of reſpectability who formerly diſapproved 
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of the ſubſtance of the meaſure, and doubted much its propriety, 
and whoſe ſupport he looked for on this evening. But there were 
confiderations of much greater weight. In what ſituation were 
we placed ? In proſperity we were told that there was no need for 
Reform ; and though the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) at 
one time contended for the neceſſity of Reform, if we would ſhun 
the recurrence of the evils of the American war, he forgot his pro- 
miſe upon coming into power. At preſent we are in a ſtate which, 
God knows, was far, very far, removed from proſperity. He 
would aſk, then, whether, in the preſent ſtate of unexampled cala- 
mity, the country could go on in its preſent ſcale of expence with- 
out a check being given to thoſe who had the direction of public 
affairs? If the preſent Houſe of Commons had brought us near 
the end of our reſources, what could prevent our ruin, but a change 
in the Conſtitution of that Houſer When he looked abroad and 
ſurveyed the face of Europe, there was no object which to him ap- 
peared ſo defirable to an Engliſhman attached to the Conſtitution of 
his country as a reſpectable and independent Houſe of Commons, 
ſneaking the ſentiments, and conſulting for the intereſt of the nation 
at large. In France a Reyclution has taken place; the principles, 
at leaſt, in which it originated, whatever others might think of 
them, he ſhould always defend. Stained it certainly had been with 
enormities, but Miniſters themſelves had confeſſed that order Was 
reſtored, and that they had aſked pardon of God and man. For 
his own part he entertained a ſanguine hope that, in the end, it would 
tend to the diffuſion of liberty and rational knowledge all over-the 
world. With this Revolution, then, how ought the people of this 
country to be governed? The Conſtitution ought to be reſtored to 
them; and when every abuſe was reformed, the ſyſtem would-leave 
them nothing to regret. If you look to Ireland, you find the af- 
fairs in that country were every day becoming more alarming; ' God 
grant, faid he, that a convulſion may not happen, but it can only 
be prevented by meaſures of Reform and coneiliation. If ſueh an 
event ſhould unfortunately take place in that country, would-it not, 
he aſked, be wiſe to prevent all ground for diſcontent” in this, by re- 
moving in time every juſt cauſe of complaint? How is it poſſible 
that the Houſe could poſſeſs the confidence of the people, after hav- 
ing brought the country to ſuffer diſgrace after diſgrace. Aſter be- 
ing broughit to the verge, if not into the gulph of bankruptey, without 
witneſſing one effort on the part of its repreſentatives to wipe off the 
ſtains it has received, or to ſave it from approaching ruin ? Was it 
believed that their debates in that Houſe! were conducted with a 
view to the public good? He admitted, for the ſake of argument, that 
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the fide of the Houſe with which he had the honour to act, were ng 
more aQuated than the other by motives of a pure diſintereſted na. 
ture; though while he made the admiſſion,” his conſcience acquitted 
him of the crime. Was it not in every one's mouth that the ob- 
je& of the one party was to keep their places, and of the other to 
fupplant them? And if ſuch an opinion was entertained, how is it 
compatible with reſpect? Theſe were the motives which induced 
him to ſubmit to the Houſe the motion which he ſhould have the 
honour to propoſe. There was one other point, which was per- 
ſonal to himfelf, and upon which, perhaps, he ought not at all to 
trouble the Houſe. As long as he held a ſeat in that Houſe he 
ſhould think himſelf bound to perform the duty he owed to his 
conſtituents ; but he conſidered it as unneceſſary any longer to ex- 
himſelf to that obloquy which he had ſuſtained in acting the 

part which he found himfelf called upon to take in the diſcuſſions of 
that Houſe. Seeing calamity ſueceed catamity, and that every effort 
of his had hitherto been ineffectual in ſtemming the tide of misfor- 
tune, he deſpaired of a continuance of his efforts being more ſucceſs- 
ful. "Though he ſhould always be preſent, therefore, in future, to 
vote for or againſt any meafures by which the intereſts of his conſti- 
tuents might be affected, after this night he ſhould not think proper 
to trouble the Houſe with any obſervations. He concluded with 
moving for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Repreſentation of 

the People in the Houſe of Commons. | 

Mr. ERSKINE. I rife to ſecond the motion of my honour- 

able friend; and, though I might content myſelf with ſaying that I 

do fo, reſting upon the reaſons and principles which he has ſo ably 

detailed, and which have always been mine alſo; yet I cannot, at 

this awful and momentous crifis, with propriety purſue that courſe. 

The principles upon which we maintain the cauſe of the People of 

England, and, indeed, the univerſal liberties of mankind, have been 

frequently and ſeandalouſly miſreprefented, that I owe it to my 

country and to myſelf to ſtate diſtinctly the motives of my conduct. 

1 will do it with firmneſs, and with a moſt fixed determination to 

follow up by my actions all that I ſhall profeſs. I defire, with my 

honourable friend, to remove from the conſideration of this mo- 

mientous queſtion all vain ſpeculations on theories of Goyernment. 

F'rceommend 4 Reform in Parliament fimply upon the footing of 

the practical advantages which ir is obviouſly calculated to produce, 

and its confiſteney” with the genuine principles and practice of the 

T bere are three queſtions for confideration ariſing out of the mo- 
tion which has been made: Firſt, Whether the Houſe of Com- 


May 26.) DEBATES. 585 


mons, in its preſent frame and conſtitution, fulfils the ends of its 
office in the Britiſh Government, ſo as to render any change in it 
inexpedient ? , By the Houſe of Commons, I deſire not to be ſup- 
poſed to ſpeak of this, or of the laſt, or of thoſe long paſt, or that 
may yet be elected, but of any poſſible Houſe of Commons in its 
preſent frame and conſtitutio!, Secondly, Whether, ſuppoſing a 
Reform in Parliament to be neceſſary, the ſpecific propoſition ſub- 
mitted to the Houſe appears to be ſalutary, practicable, and adapted 
to cure the evils complained of fo as to entitle it to the ulterior con- 
fideration of the Houſe in the form of a bill to be brought before us? 
Thirdly, Whether, ſuppoſing a Reform of Parliament to be expe- 
dient, and the propoſition made by the motion to be worthy of con- 
ſideration, the preſent moment is ſeaſonable for entertaining it? 
This laſt point is, indeed, a matter of the higheſt importance. 
The preſent is no common period, and pregnant with no common 
events. We are in a eriſis of unexampled difficulty and danger, 
and we ſtand anſwerable to God and man for that ſingleneſs of con- 
duct which can alone avert our ruin. I obſerve, that this ſtate of 
things is not only admitted, but loudly returned to me as a cenſure 
on the raſhnefs of the propoſition before the Houſe : but I under- 
take to demonſtrate, that if you would avert the calamities which 
threaten to overwhelm you, you have not a moment to loſe in 
adopting the motion which has been made. Indeed I am con- 
vinced this is the laſt moment that may be ever given you for de- 
liberation. If you do not come to a vote this very night, which 
ſanQions, at leaſt, the principle of a reform in Parliament, you will 
find that you have neglected an opportunity never to be recalled. 
You will find it come back to you in a ſhape which may diſrobe 
you of the power of deliberation ; when conceſſion will have loſt its 
charm, and authority its dignity, and when the voice of wiſdom: 
deliberation can no longer be heard. This, however, is out of its 
place: I ſhall arrive at it in its order. For the preſent I will pur- 
ſue my courſe. | | 

| will offer what I have to ſay on each of theſe points in a very 
few words. In examining whether the preſent Conſtitution of the 
Houſe fulfils its office in the government, it is neceſſary to reflect 
what the office and character of the Houſe of Commons really is in 
genuine theory, and in original practice. Its office is to balance the 


her branches of the government, to watch with jealouſy over the 


executive power, which, for the ends of good and ative govern- 
ment, ought to be ſtrong and powerful, and to protect the popular 
privileges againſt the encroachments of Ariſtocratic influente and 

You. I. - 4F . | . 
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authority. Unleſs the Houſe of Commons be ſufficient to main- 
"tain this character in its full vigour and purity, the popular branch 
of the Conſtitution is cut off to every practical effect. The genuine 
Principle of the Government is loſt, and the People have no more 
political exiſtence than ſlaves who groan under the ſcourges of de- 
Tpotic power. That the Houſe of Commons once fulfilled this 
office, is certain, That all our liberties were ſecured and eſtabliſhed 
by its conſtant exerciſe, is acknowledged. We reeollect, with pride 
and triumph, the glorious exertions of our fathers within theſe walls 
when tyranny was, century after century, combated and defeated, 
and the liberties of England, and of the world, eſtabliſhed. It may 
be aſked, wherefore it is, that when the Houſe of Commons, in 
its preſent frame, has ſo balanced the Crown, and ſo reared up the 
. Britiſh Government from infancy to maturity, we are called upon to 
reftore a Houſe of Commons to its original purity and vigour, 
elected, as it is, like all former ones, in the happieſt ras ? It may 
be afked, why we ſtir upon ſuch a ſubject, even in this criſis of 
diſmay, when every moment teems with the moſt portentous 
events ; when every ſucceeding day makes the evils of the former 
one appear like ſecurity and bleſſing; when, perhaps, we have not 
much longer to remain in a ſtate of regular government—[A cry 
of “ Order! Order!” from the Treaſury Bench.] Sir, I am not 
to be deterred by clamour from expreſſing the ſentiments which 
preſs upon my underſtanding and my heart. Whatever the Houſe 
may think of this language, I ſhall not be condemned for it by the 
People who gave it its authority. This is a moment when to con- 
ceal, or even to tamper with the truth from the affectation of deli- 
cacy or prudence, is to betray the country. Why is it, then, that 
in fuch a moment, the diſgrace and danger of which no man can 
give adequate utterance to, do I ſtand up to require you to alter 
frame of the Houſe of Commons, thus admitted to have ful- 
filled for ages the purpoſes of its inſtitution? The anſwer is plain 
and eaſy The circumſtances of our ſituation are no longer the fame. 
Whilſt the People of England were engaged in a ſtruggle for their 
liberties againſt a powerful and arbitrary Executive, acting by pre- 
rogative, and not by influence and corruption, it was enough that 
there was a Houſe of Commons. Whoever "ſent the Members, 
they Had, when aſſembled, a common intereſt with the whole body 
of the Nation. Common danger united them againſt the Crown, 
and they had nothing to buy off individuals from the performance 
of their duty to the whole. When the, Crown could not buy this 

Houſe, it was driven to curb its privileges. This mage the Houl 
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as one man, and the repreſentatives of ten or of ten thouſand, had 
the ſame ſpirit and the ſame intereſts on all political objects. 

If a principle ſo obvious required proof or illuſtration, we have 
only to look back to the ſtruggles of the Houſe of Commons during 
the reigns of the Stuarts. We there behold it in its genuine office 
and character; refleQing the image of the conſtituent body; par- 
taking all its feelings, and contending with wiſdom and firmneſs 
againſt every incroachment of the Crown. But human eſtabliſh- 
ments are not made for immortality ; they muſt change with the 
inſenfible changes in human affairs, or muſt periſh by violence. 
The Revolution of 1688 was a glorious æra in the Conſtitution of 
England: it eſtabliſhed the true principle of all political conſtitu- 
tions in maintaining the immutable right of the people to correct its 
government; but, unfortunately, too little care was taken to guard 
apainſt abuſes in the government ſo corrected. The formidable 
prerogatives of the Sovereign were, indeed, reduced within, the 
bounds of a juſt executive authority, and limited by the ſtrict 
letter of the laws. But the terror and jealouſy of the people were 
quieted by this victory, and the mild and ſeducing dominion of in- 
fluence ſtole upon us inſenſibly in its ſtead, beſtowing a greater and 
a more fatal authority than ever exiſted in the moſt arbitrary periods, 
of the Government. The gradual creation of a mighty revenye,, 
riſing up amidR the glory and proſperity of the empire, undermine 1 
in a few years that nicely- poized Conſtitution which unjuſt power, 
though exerted for centuries, had only ſerved to ſtrengthen and con-, 
firm. The Crown, inſtead of being balanced and curbed in this. 
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Houſe, has, during the greateſt part of this century, erected its 1 | 
ſtandard within theſe walls, and thrown the privileges of the People 1 4 
into the ſcale of the prerogative to govern the Nation at pleaſure e 
without any control at all. So far, indeed, is the Houſe of Com- "oF of 
mons from being a control upon the Crown, that it is the great EN- bo nh q 
vine of its power. The Crown, by appearing to act with the con- El * 
ſent of the People through their repreſentatives, though, in fact, by, . ka 
ts own\influence, is enabled to carry on a ſyſtem which the moſt ab- % | 1 
ſolute Prince in our hiſtory could not have faſtened upon England 1 
for centuries paſt. Taking this propoſition in the abſtract, who, 1 vt 


ſhall now be found to queſtion it? The moſt celebrated commen- | 
tors upon our laws have been compelled to lament it publickly in 
their writings on the Conftitution; and Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, with, 
all his leanings to the Crown, has fairly confeſſed that ſuch a ly ſtem 
would not haye been intended by our patriot anceſtors, who had 
ed to curb the prerogative, but by an unaccountable want of 
light, had eſtabliſhed a principle more dangerous in its ſtead- 
4F 2 
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So faid the il luſtrious Lord Chatham, the virtuous Sir G. Saville, 
and the learned Lord Camden. So, laſtly, faid the right honourable 
'gentleman himſelf ; and he would not have faid fo in vain, had he 
honourably perſevered in that glorious courſe which was the nurſe 
of his fame, and the pledge and promiſe of his youth to his country, 
and to the univerſe. I do not bring this to the memory of the 
Houſe for the purpoſe of perſonal inſult or mortification, but to add 
the authority of his underſtanding to the other great ones I have 
cited. It may be ſaid, however, that theſe great authorities were 
all reformers ; and we know that the wiſeſt men are ſometimes 
ſeduced by their prejudices and opinions to⸗ puſh their obſervations 
beyond the mark. Let me look, therefore, for a witneſs without 
exception : a witneſs to whoſe competency the preſent Miniſters can 
take no exception, and who, as he abhorred Reform, muſt be ſup- 
poſed to have diſcloſed unwillingly the diſgraces of Parliament. 
Hear his opinion upon the office of Parliament, and the ſhameful 
departure from it in practice, and then let every man look into the 
glaſs'of his own conſcience, and let the Houſe, if it can bear the. 
picture, ſay, whether it be like us at this hour. 
Whatever alterations time and the neceffary accommodation 
of buſineſs may have introduced, this character can never be ful- 
tained, unleſs the Houſe of Commons ſhall be made to bear ſome 
ſtamp of the actual diſpoſition of the People at large. It would 
: public misfortunes) be an evil more natural and tolerable, 
that the Houſe of Commons ſhould be infected with every epi- 
demical phrenzy of the People, as this would indicate ſome conſan- 
guinity, ſome ſympathy of nature with their conſtituents, than that 
they ſhould, in all caſes, be wholly untouched by the opinions and 
feelings of the people out of doors. By this want of ſympathy they 
would ceaſe to be a Houſe of Commons ;. for it is not the deriva- 
tion of the power of that Houſe from the People which tnakes it, in ⁊ 


- dftin ſenſe, their repreſentative. For, the King is the repreſenta- 


tive of the People; ſo are the Lords; and fo are the Judges. For 
they all are truſtees 'for the People, as well as the Commons; be- 
cauſe no power is given for the ſole ſake of the holder; and, al. 
though Government certainly is an inſtitution of Divine autho- 
ity, yet its forms, and the perſons who adminiſter it, all originate 
from the People. | % TE RT Y 

A popular origin eannot, therefore, be the charaQeriſtical di- 
tinftion of a popular repreſentative, which belongs equally to al 
parts of Government, and in all forms. THE VIRTUE, SPIRIT, 
ANÞ ESSENCE OF- A Houst or COMMONS CONSIST IN 173 
BEING THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF THE FEELINGS OF THE 
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Narion. It was not inſtituted to be a control upon the people, 
as of late it has been taught, by a doctrine of the moſt pernicious 
tendency, but as a control for the People. Other inſtitutions have 
been formed for the purpoſe of checking popular exceſſes; and they 
are, I apprehend, fully adequate to their object. 
ought to be made ſo. But the Houſe of Commons, as it, was never 
intended for the ſupport of peace and ſubordination, is miſerably ap- 
pointed for that ſervice ; having no ſtrenger weapon than its mace, 
and no better officer than its Serjeant at Arms, which it can com- 
mand of its own proper authority. A vigilant and jealous eye 
oyer exeeutory and judicial magiſtraey; an anxious care of public 
money, an openneſs, approaching towards facility, to public com- 
plaint: — theſe ſeem to be the true characteriſtics of an Houſe of 
Commons. Bur AN ADDRESSING HousE or COMMONS, 
AND A PETITIONING NATION; A HousE OF, COMMONS 
FULL OF CONFIDENCE, WHEN THE NATION .IS.,P LUNGED: 
IN DESPAIR; IN, THE UTMOST HARMONY WITH Mixis- 
TERS, WHOM THE PEOPLE REGARD. WITH THE .,UTMOST 
ABHORRENCE ; WHO VOTE THANKS, WHEN, THE . PUBLIC 
OPINION CALLS UPON THEM FOR IMPEACHMENTS ; / WHO 
ARE FAGER TO GRANT, WHEN THE GENERAL VOICE, DE> 
MANDS RECKONING AND ACCOUNT ; WHO, IN ALL DISPUTES 
BETWEEN THE PEOPLE AND ADMINISTRATION, , PRESUME 
AGAINST THE, PEOPLE 3, WRO PUNISH, THEIR DISORDERS; 
BUT REFUSE EVEN TO INQUIRE INTO THE PROVOCATIONS 
TO THEMS— THIS IS AN, UNNATURAL, A MONSTRQUS STATE 
or THINGS IN THIS CONSTITUTION.” WT 

vir, this is, in plain Engliſh, the degraded, diſgraceful ſtate. of 
this Aſſembly at this moment. There was a time, and it; has 
undergone no improvement ſince, when the right honourable 
gentleman admitted this to be the truth. He admitted during the 
American war, what he "denies to maintain bis own war. Does 
any man now doubt that the Conſtitution, of this Houſe. was the 
cauſe of war with America, of the diſmemberment of the empire 
which followed it, and of all the portentous conſequenoes which 
have ſincꝭ crouded in its train? It has been often, ſaid, that the 
American war was at firſt the war gf the people, , No doubt it was, 
4s every act of Government will be popular which does not proceed 
merely from the Crown, but begins with the, general ſanGian of the 
Peoples Repreſentati ves. The Crown ſeeures all the men of in- 
fivenee, property, and conſideration. in Parliament; and hey carry 
the people with them until. they are brought, at laſt to their ſenſes by 
calamity and impending ruin. My propoſition, therefore, is, that 
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with the management of our mighty revenue in the hands of the 
Crown, and taking into conſideration the manner in which the 
Members of the Houſe are elected, the Houſe of Commons has 
totally loſt its original office and character as a balance againſt the 
Crown. 

Sir, it is often, perhaps always, by the concurrence of accidents 
rather than by the operation of permanent cauſes, that the great 
events of the world are brought to paſs. The ſeeds of Reforma- 
tion, which had been ſcattered in the ground by thefe great men, 
came up at firſt but ſlowly - but they were carefully gathered and 
re-fown by the right honourable gentleman himfelf. In the fulneſs 
of time they grew up into ſtrength, and, but for his own fatal efforts, 
would have then ripened into a glorious harveſt. - But that which 
a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap. —It was in vain that the right 
honourable gentleman, at the head of a corrupt Government, en- 
deavoured to repreſs the doctrines which he had propagated himſelf. 
He fought in vain to extinguiſh the popularity of a Reform in Par- 
liamet, without which he had himſelf folemnly and deliberately 
maintained within theſe walls, that the libertics of this nation were 
undone. Unfortunately, however, he made the attempt ; aided by 
the very corruptions, to the baneful effects of which he had him- 
ſelf oppoſed the Reform, which he now perſecuted. It was from 
this unprincipled oppoſition, and not from any republican contagion, 
that the ſpirit of the reformers acquired new energy and force. 
This was the ſource. of all that bitterneſs with which they accuſed 
and reviled the late Houſe of Commons. For this cauſe they de- 
ſpiſed, and for this cauſe they therefore libelled the late Parliament, 
becauſe they faw it ſtruggling to maintain its own corruptions under 
the : auſpices. of the very Miniſter who had folemnly declared them 
to be wholly incompatible: with the very being of an upright Admi- 
 niftration. I do not overlook the danger of ſuch a ſtate of things: 
I feel as much as any man the inevitable ruin of every Government 
which is ſuffered to fall into contempt and difregard with the 
People. But knowing that no ſuch loſs of authority ever happened 
from the beginning of the world, but when Governments fell oft from 
the ends of their inſtitutions, I feel in common with my excellent 
and enlightened friend who has moved the propoſition, that the only 
eure for the evils which alarm Government for its ſafety is, to make 
it what it has been in the days of our fathers, when it preſerved the 
freedom of the People, and was crowned with the People's love and 
veneration. Upon that ſound principle Mr. Grey brought forward 
his former Lotion in the year 1793, which I then ſeconded; 3s [ 
am now ded Ws motion of to-night. We thought then, as we think 
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ſun, that the only mode of giving a ſafe direction to a ſpirit turbu- 
lent in the demand of liberty, was to give to Engliſhmen the ſub- 
ſtantial bleſſings of their own Government. We thought that the 
ſureſt antidote againſt thoſe vitionary and dangerous theories which 
conſtantly ſpring up from the heat of revolutionary movements, was 
to hold out to the People the real advantages which the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution, in its native ſimplicity and purity, was calculated to be- 
ſow. - To raiſe a ſtandard, around which the lovers of Engliſh 
liberty. might proudly rally, to which all wanderers from it might 
return, and which would ſecure allegiance, not by terror, which 
alwavs fails in the moment of peril, but by the enjoyment of ſolid 
aud ſubſtantial happineſs: by the return of mild laws, of perſonal - 
ſecurity, and the enjoyment of the fruits of their own induſtry, 
which are now ſqueezed to the very huſks by the grinding ma- 
chinery of a cruſhing and overwhelming revenue. This propo- 
ftion was, however, rejected, (as the preſent to-night will be,) and 
not merely rejected, but rejected with inſult and contempt. The 
right. honourable. gentleman, not contented with apoſtatizing from 
the principles he had once profeſſed, reſiſted them in a ſpirit and 
language of the loftieſt pride and arrogance, which have ſince re- 
ceived their juſt rebuke in diſgrace and humiliation; but, unfortu- 
nately, this once mighty nation has been alſo diſgraced and hum- 
bled... The cauſe of reform was to be, at all events, put down; 
and all who maintained it were to be ſtigmatized, periecuted, and 
opprefſed. This is the clue to every meaſure of Government 
from that time to the preſent. The reformers had mixed with 
their eauſe an enthuſiaſm for the liberties of France, and for that 
reaon the liberties of France were to be cruſhed. But the inſolence 
vith which the mighty changes of the riſing world were denounced 
Whin theſe walls, is an awful leſſon to mankind. It has taught us, 
that there is an arm fighting againſt the oppreſſors of Freedom 
ronger than any arm of fleſn; and that the great progreſſions of 
the world, in ſpite of the confederacics of power and the conſpiracies 
of corruption, move on with a ſteady pace, and arrive in the end at 
alappy and glorious conſummation. I have. always thought alike _ 
concerning the French Kevotuticn, and I have not now to aſſume 
lat tone in the moment of adverſity in which France muſt now be 
ſpaken to by thoſe who, from their vain defiances, have inveſted her 
wich her portentous ſtrengtùh. The object of Miniſters was, it 
fem, to maintain the ſubordination of the laws, to uphold publie 
Nt and to maintain, as they ſtiled it, the regulat ſyſtem of things. 
hat bas heen the conſequence? In the purſuit of this new tfrode 
* porting manarchical eſtäbliſaments, they hade abſolutely, 
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changed, and are hourly changing, into Republican eſtabliſhments, 
the whole face of the earth. In ſupport. of public credit, they 
have broke the Bank ; and in purſuit of public order, and in 
maintenance of what they call the Conſtitution, they are driving 
Ireland, as America was formerly driven, to ſeek for emancipation 
in the arms of France—and if the preſent ſyſtem be purſued longer, 
I maintain, that what Ireland is at this moment, England will 
ſhortly be. All this portentous ſcene is chargeable on the laſt Par. 
liament. No Miniſter of the Crown could have accompliſhed the 
ruin of the country without a compliant and corruptly-devoted in- 


fatuated Houſe of Commons. I maintain, that if upon the day | 


that our former motion for a Reform was rejected, which was about 
the beginning of the career of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; I main- 
tain, that if the moſt arbitrary and rapacious tyrant that ever afflicted 
mankind by his ambition, had irivaded and conquered England, he 
could not, conſiſtently with common policy or prudence, in“ the dif- 
poſition of what he had ſubjugated and appropriated, have leant ſo 
heavily upon all the ſprings of national induſtry, or ſo dried up the 
reſources of poſterity for ages to come, as the late Parliament has 
done under the title of Guardians of our proſperity. I maintain, 
that Gingiſkhan would in wiſdom have refrained from raiſing two 
hundred millions ſterling upon this conquered iſland in the ſpace of 
four years; and I maintain, that he could not have been fo beſotted 
as to have ſtirred up the conquered to revolt againſt his authority by 
arbitrary laws, by public bankruptcy, and a total proſcription of that 
charaQer of freedom which had for ages belonged to a people ; and 
I maintain, laſtly, that I believe the country would have died to a 
man rather than have ſubmitted to what they are now ſinking un- 
der, amidſt that ſtupefaction and proftration of ſtrength and energy 
which the baſeneſs of corruption never failed to produce in the de- 
clines of nations, from the beginning of the world. But the Go- 
vernment which reſts on no other baſis, is not made for ſtability or 
duration. It intereſts no paſſion or affection, and is connected by o 
permanent principle with the feelings or intereſts of mankind. It 
ſtands for a ſeaſon upon the maſs of national ſubjection, ſhaking 
from time to time by irritated and indignant feelings which terror 
may ſuppreſs, but never ean ſubdue or extinguiſh, till the moment 
of exploſion arrives which ſuddenly overwhelms it in ruin: ſa 
know, that, in ſome new form or other, the original rights of man. 
kind will ſurely be re-afſumed, and the monuments of tyranny and 
injuſtice be overthrown. [Here there was a loud ery from the Tier 
ſury Bench of Order !”] Gentlemen ſeem to be diſſatisfed 2 
the language I have employed, and at the eataſtrophe I have pointed 
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gut: but they ſhould recollect, that it is the progreſs of their own 
{ytem I have deſeribed. I deprecate the events to which it leads, 
and labour, therefore, to warn them while yet it is time to ſhun the 
| precip1ce towards which they are madly ruſhing. I can take no 
intereſt in a new order of things. All mv enjoyments, and all my 
hopes, proſpe&s, and ambitions, reſt for their exiſtence upon the 
preſent Government. All the fruits of a life, of almoſt uncx- 
ampled labour, are involved in the fate of the country under its 
preſent ſyſtem. "The ſecurity of all I poſſeſs is connected with the 
fabilicy of the Conſtitution ; and this is the beſt pledge of my ſin- 
cerity. The diſgraceful and living examples of many with whom 
one ought aot to have compared myſelf, have nearly deſtroyed all 
other truſt. E "= 
[ come now to the ſecond queſtion, viz. Whether the plan pro- 
poled by my honourable friend is likely to produce the practical be- 
nefits we deſire, and the farther examination of the Houſe. My 
honourable friend, with that manlineſs and eandour which charac- 
terize him, explained di:tinaly the principle upon which his plan 
was to proceed. Ie did not lay himſelf out to eateh a prevailing 
ery by the flattery of any favourite theory, but reſted his meaſure 
wholly and abſolutely on the practical advantages it was fitted to pro- 
duce, I object, as he does, to univerſal ſuffrage, as tending to de- 
feat the very object it wiſhes to promote. I object to it likewiſe, 
vhen elaimed as a right Mankind have a right to be well go- 
rerned ; but, for that very reaſon it follows, that they ean have no 
right to inſiſt upon any particular mode which, in practiee, may be 
und to be iueonſiſtent with the very end propoſed. The ſyſtem 
« univerſal ſuttrage would throw into the hands of ſome individuals 
dangerous preponderance. One man employing a great number 
af perions might, by influencing their conduct, unite in himſelf, 
perhaps, a thouſ:ng:vores, and thus deſtroy the eedom of election, 
Yet, though I diſapprove ſo unqualified a ſyſtem as that of univerſal 
luffrage, I am-defirous that a larger body of individuals ſhould be 
It Wnitted to a politieal intereſt in the State. Ine Houſe of Com- 
mans ſhould emanate from the People. The plun of my honour» 
ble friend attains this object with the moſt perfect ſaſety. The 
ſepreſentation of land will continue; only it will de more widely 
lffuſed, and extend itfelf more equally, No good reaſon ean now 
de aſigned for excluding copyholders 'from the right of voting; 
heir eltates only differ from frecholds in -the mode of conveyance, 
ind the privileges of Lords are no longer what they were in fœdal 
Mes: they are not privileges of property, but merely connected 
th authenticity of title. Leaſeholders of a certain value, and 
Vox. II. 3 | 
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V 

for a certain term, which amounts to property, are in the ſame ſitu- | 
ation. Taking in, too, the inhabitants, houſeholders paying ſcot * 
and lot, through all their ranks and gradations, compleats the ſyſtem 5 
of rational repreſentation. How is a people better deſcribed ? J 
Are the balances of the State to be ſhaken by the repreſentatives of &; 
all the lands, and the inhabitants of all the houſes in England, con- = 
nected as they are with a thouſand interſeQing intereſts, with the ar 
public credit and ſtability of the Government? Will you fay that Ps 
the maſters of families, houſcholders, every one of whom has ſonic * 
relation, ſome tie, ſome members of a little circle round his fire. _ 
fide, to whom he is attached, have no ſtake in the public fate, ard faig 
are unworthy to enjoy political rights? Such a body of conſtitvents righ 
would remove to a conſiderable extent the diſgraceful practices men 


which elections now exhibit. Suffrages, it is notorious, are ſome- 
times bartered for money, for a place, or a ribband, or for the moſt built 
trifling and ridiculous conſiderations. Jo remedy theſe abuſes—to 
remove all riot and debauchery—make the electors vote each in 
their particular pariſhes—they will then come with calmneſs to ex- 
erciſe the moſt important of political privileges, and conſider ma- 
turely upon whom they are to devolve the guardianſhip of their 
civil rights. What is the vice and danger of the times in the 
opinion of thoſe who. rule at the preſent moment? Is it not a 
contempt of the authorities of Government, and a diſaffection te 
the Parliament of the kingdom? What better cure can be ſug- 
geſted by the wiſdom of man for that evil than to make the Parliz- 
ment emanate from the People, to make it the creature of their own 
creation? If they are prone to arraign the conduct, and to de- 
ſpiſe the authority of thoſe in whoſe election they have no ſhare, they 
will view in a more favourable light the objects of their own choice. 
The conſtituent will then entertain confidence in the repreſentative, 
and the repreſentative will feel ſome more regard for the opinions 
and the wiſhes of thoſe by whom he is ſent. Who, then, is to 
raiſe up ſedition againſt ſuch a Government ?—As we lately had 
national conſpiracy without conſpirators, now we muſt, in ſuch an 
event, have a rebellion without rebels. Such a repreſentation 
would ſecure univerſal and permanent tranquillity. It has all thc 
advantages of univerſal ſuffrage without any of its defects. Tt 15 
indeed, properly ſpeaking, an univerſal right of ſuffrage, becauſe al 

- who are not included in it may, without a figure, be ſaid to be wü. 
\ tually and in ſubſtance repreſented. All the people in their vari% 
degrees, not included perſonally in ſuch a repreſentation, are mem 
bers of ſome houſe or another; they are therefore repreſented int 
perſons of their fathers, or their neareſt kindred, and bound 1 
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every feeling, as well as every intereſt, which grows out of ſocial 
exiſtence, to ſupport an aſſembly proceeding from ſuch an univerſal 
national will: whereas the perſonal incluſion of every individual 
might, as I have already adverted to, give an undue influence in- 
conſiſtent with the true ſpirit of independent elections. There is 
this laſt advantage in the mode propoſed : it is a practical ſyſtem, 
ſtanding upon no other foundation but its aptitude to promote the 
practice and enjoyment of Britiſh Government ; whereas univerſal 
ſuffrage is argued to be an unalienable right. To be well go- 
verned, is a right unqueſtionably unalienable ; but if that could be 
faid of univerſal ſuffrage, then, as I have already obſerved, the 
right of mankind is narrowed to one ſyſtem and form of govern- 
ment; and however pernicious it may be found in practice, it 
cannot poſſibly be changed, fince no legitimate government can be 
built upon the uſurpation or the reſtraint of human rights which 
are univerſal. | 

In this way honeſt but viſionary men, confounding the unalien- 
able right of every man to be well governed, with a right unalien- 
able to interfere in the adminiſtration of actual government, im- 
poſe an actual tyranny upon the world in their zeal for univerſal 
freedom. 

The ſyſtem propoſed by my excellent and enlightened friend, 
therefore, avoids this dangerous ſtumbling block, and erects a prac- 
tical government upon principles which have no tendency to diſor- 
ganize ſociety, or to ſhake the eſtabliſhments of the nation. 

The laſt point of all, and certainly the moft momentous, now 
ſtands in its order, viz. Is the preſent a fit moment for making any 
alteration, however beneficial, in the conſtitutiun of the govern- 
ment — My opinion is, that it is ſingularly and critically ſeaſon- 
able; and that thoſe who ſeize upon the time as a foundation for 
cbjeclion, would lay the ſame hold on proſperity, if it were propoſed 
on the return of peace. To try this, let us ſuppoſe that our ſitu- 
on were reverſed ; that commerce was flouriſuing; that our 
public credit was beginning to re- eſtabliſh itſelf ; that the winter of 
bur affairs had paſſed away, and the ſummer was beginning to re- 
Ppear—would it not then be faid tc the propoſers of Reform, 
What but miſchief can be your object? No ſooner are the ſprings 
cf induſtry again put in motion—no {ner are the ſources of com- 
mrce unlocked, and pouring forth the riches of the country in 
every direction —no ſooner has returning confidence in a reani- 
mated government given a new impulſe to every, exertion of ſkill, 
ad new ditections to labour and ingenious induſtry, than you agitate 
our queſtion of Reform to ſet men mad upon theories of govern». 
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to: and though the exiſtence of diſaſſedtion may be true concern- 
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ment, inſtead of ſupporting it by the peaceable enjoyment of its ] 
practical bleſſings, checking the rifing proſperity. of peace, and t 
plunging us back into all the dangers arid diifeulties from which F 
we had almoſt miraculouſly emerged. In this way the friends cf b 
Reform would again be clamoured down, and ſtigmatized with new. 0 
topics of reproach, enforced by all the new corruptions which peace d 
would furniſh, and in which the ſeeds of other wars would be again t! 
certainly depofited and ripened. Depend upon it the enemies of fr 
Reform are unalterable enemies to it upon principle, and will fad h 
no time ſeaſonable for its adoption. That which men ate deter- er 
mi ned to oppoſe from a corrupt intereſt in abuſe, they will equally th 
oppoſe at all times, and upon all oceations, though difſimilar times ca 
and occaſions, as they happen accidentally to ſhiſt, will be alter. he 
nately made uſe of as pretences. 8 90 

But it is farther ſaid, in objection to the times, that there is at int 


this moment a dangerous di faffection prevalent in the minds of men 
td the Government of this country, and that peſtilent and defiruc- 
tive theories have poiſoned public opinion againſt all monarchical 
conſtitution. There may, Sit, be many perſons diſaffected to Go- 
vernment. | [ Hear! Hear!” from the oppoſite de. } I put the 
caſe which the gentlemen on the other fide are fo loud to give aſſent 


ing all government in all times, yet I deny it to be true in the de- 
gree which has in this Houſe been ſo repeatedly aſſerted. But ad- 
mitting, for the ſake of Foumenr, that the imputation of wide-ſpread 
-difaffeQion is juſt, how is the evil to be remedied f If deſpair of 
obtaining any moderate Reform has driven any conſiderable num- 
bers to Republicaniſm, to whom is the fault to be imputed ? Will 
any. man deny that the foundation of this ſpirit (whatever may be its 
extent) was laid in the declarations of the right honourable gentic- 
man himſelf, who affirmed, that it was impoſſible an upright or uic- 
ful Admlnifttativn could exlſt v hilſt the Houſe was conſtituted as it 
is, and who has unanſwerably illuſtrated the truth of his polition by 
the evidence of ' his own ? Did the right honourable gentleman 
imagine that he could preſcribe bounds beyond which this ſpirit 
ſhould not paſs? ' Did he imagine that he eould plant the root 
und prevent the ſhoots from ſpringing up? Does the right hond. 
able gentleman think that he can extinguiſh, in the minds of the 
people, that diſtruſt of the preſent ſyſtem of Government which he 
himſelf has taught them to entertain? or does he think by coercion 
w make them tatnely ſubmit'to thoſe abuſes which he himſelf v3 
the foremoſt to expoſe ? Does he think-to guard the Conftitut 
from violence by perſeeuling thoſe who would peaceably reform 
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Does he think to filence the voice of complaint by a ſullen refuſal 
to remedy the grievance ? This road may be purſued for a ſeaſon, 
PUT THE END THEREOF IS DEATH. Inſtead of inflaming 
by perſeeution, let me adviſe you to conciliate by ſeaſonable con- 
ceſſion. The ſvſtem of terror can neither remove nor filence a 
deep-rooted and well-founded diſcontent. Let me remind you of 
the opinion of Mr. Burke upon this ſubjeR. Much as I now differ 
from that great man, much as I lament that he has miſemployed 
his extraordinary talents to render prevalent thoſe errors which have 
entailed ſach frightfu} conſequences, it is impoitible not to admire 
that profound wiſdom which formerly diſtinguiſhed his efforts in the 
cauſe of humanity and juſtice. In the fatal conteſt with America 
he moſt luminoufly marked out the great dutics and intereſts of 
governments in moments of emergency, and has ſhewn them to be 
inſeparable : „If there be one criterion (ſaid Mr. Burke) which 
« more than all the reſt diſtinguiſned a wiſe and prudent Govern- 
« ment from an Adminiſtration, weak and improvident, it is this: 
« Well to know when and in what manner to yield what it is 
« impoſſible to keep. Early reformations are amicable compro- 
© miſes with a friend in power. Late reformations are terms 
impoſed upon a conquered enemy. Early reformations are 
© made in coo! blood. Late reformations are made in a ſtate of 
« inflammation. In ſuch a ſtate the People ſee in Government 
* nothing reſpectable. They will look at the grievance, and they 
*« will look at nothing elſe. Like a furious populace provoked by 
the abuſes of a houſe of ill fame, they no longer think of regu- 
lation—they go to work the ſhorteſt way—they abate the 
nuifance— they pull down the houſe.” This is a. ſort of 
epitome of univerſal hiſtory ; above all, of the hiſtory of the times 
we live in. From the proud rejection of theſe maxims of policy 
and * prudence, the Governments of Europe are one after another 


tumbling into ruin by ſudden violence, inſtead of being inſenſibly 


altered by peaccable reformation. To.this cauſe the original inde- 
pendence of America is to be aſcribed. In the beginning, ſhe 
ſought only the reaſonable privileges of a dependent community. It 
was the refufal that gave birth to her independence. We refuſed 


to look at her grievances whilft they were curable. The ſame pro- 


caſtinating ſpirit prevailed at that period which prevails now, 
and the ſame deluſion as to the effects of terror and coercion. 
Lord Chatham's warning voice was rejected. Give ſatisfaction 
* to America,” ſaid that great ſtateſman. Coneiliate her affec- 


and did it not, and America was ſeparated from us for ever. 
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N 
Ireland in the fame manner obtained a ſudden and unſought. for tl 
independence, and has been brought to her prefent ſtate of alarm. 2 
ing hoſtility to this country. We refuſed to ſee what ſtared us in 0 
the face in characters reddening into blood: But the light broke v 
« in upon us at lag, not through well- conſtructed windows, but a 
« through the yawning chaſms of our ruin. We were taught wi. \ 
« dom through humiliation.” I am afraid we have much more n 
to learn in that uſeful but melancholy ſchool. The identical ſyſtem r 
by which America was loſt to Great Britain, Miniſters are now ly 
aQing over again with regard to Ireland at this moment. They tt 
refuſe to redreſs her grievances ; they refuſe to liſten to her com- 0 
plaints : what America was, Ireland, perhaps even England itſelf, g 
will ſhortly be, if you obſtinatcly refuſe to adopt that ſyſtem of con- d 
ciliation which alone can bring back affection and obedicnce to any pe 
Government that has loſt it. 5 
I can have no intereſt, Sir, in painting my country in ſuch diſmal fi 
colours. I can have no deſire to ſee the land I live in, and in fo 
which I inherit ſo many comforts and advantages, involved in con- of 
fuſion and blood. My only with is, to fee a happy, powerful, diſ- ar 
intereſted union, which may ſave from deſtruction the Conſtitution th 
of our fathers. But whatever is to be done, muſt be done quickly. ſu 
When you are the voluntary givers, you can command the limits ſo 
of what you give, and fix the qualifications of the gift. But if diſ- * ur 
content ariſes, and what is now petitioned for, is brought forward as 
an imperious demand, you are diſrobed of all choice and delibera- 00 
tion. Think of this awful conjuncture whilſt thinking is of any ſta 
uſe. For my own part, I ſolemnly declare, that I think there is no en 
alternative between an IMMEDIATE REFORM, by which the nation bu 
may be made happy, and a revolution by which it will be involved 0 
in blood and ruin. ] may be told, that bad men may avail them- aff 
ſelves of a moderate reform to compaſs the utter overthrow of the Gi 
Conſtitution. But if there really be thoſe whom no conceſſion can Wi 
ſatisfy, yet by the very attempt you will add to the number of thoſe wh 
who will feel new attachment to the Conſtitution, and new ardour Co 
in its defence. You will ſeparate thoſe who are fincerely attached by 
to the genuine principles of the Conſtitution from thote who may Ben 
ſceretly with to deſtroy it. You will unmaſk thoſe whoſe views go 1 8 
beyond reform ; you will deprive them of that pretence which gives ſurr 
effect to their animoſity; and you will furniſh the Government | 
with new ſtrength to reſiſt their machinations. Let Miniſters in- with 
ſtantly forgo. that fatal ſyſtem of coercion which forced America Ipo 
from her connexion into the arms of France, and which is, at this » 


very moment, driving Ireland to ſeck the ſame protection. 
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to be carried into practical effect. This muſt be done either by 
affection, or by coercion ; and this is the moment for the choice. 
Give the people the bleſſings of the Conſtitution, and they will join 
with ardour in its defence: raiſe within theſe walls a ſtandard 
which was never before raiſed, around which the friends of the 
Conſtitution may rally, and to which the people will be attracted 
by the feelings of confidence and of attachment; it will give 
general ſatisfaction; it will unite all who are divided, and create 
a general ſpirit to bear up againſt the calamities by. which we are 
ſurrounded. | | 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T. Feeling, Sir, as I do, the danger. 
with which the preſent propoſition is attended, upon the grounds 
upon which it has been ſupported, and in the circumſtances in 
Which it has been brought forward, I am very defirous, as early as 
dolle in the debate, to ſtate the reaſons by which I am determined 


them relinquiſh the inſane attempt to retain affeQion of that country % 
at the point of the bayonet, which is hourly tearing out of the hearts "Mi 
of Iriſhmen thoſe feelings of kindneſs and love for Eugland upon N 
which the permanence of the union between the two countries can * 
alone be looked to. This fatal ſyſtem of coercion and terror which 15 
Miniſters ſeem reſolved to perſevere in, has made half Europe ſub- Il.) 
mit to the arms of France, and has given the air of romance, or 1 
rather of enchantment, to the career of her conqueſts — Now in 1 
Holland now on the Rhine — almoſt at the ſame moment over- * 
turning the States of Italy, and overawing the empire at the gates 5 
of Vienna. Without meaning to under- rate the unexampled ener- 1 
cies of a mighty nation repelling the atrocious combinations of We! 
deſpotiſm again{ her liberties, I may aſſert ſafely, that ſhe princi- || j 
pally owed her triumphs to the very abuſes which provoked the 1 WH 
ſtrife. The nations with which the contended had no pfivileges to [| 1 
fight for, nor any governments worth preſerving: they felt, there- 1 A100 
fore, no ſort of intereſt in their preſervation. Whilſt the powers l 
of ſuch governments remained their ſubjedts were drawn up in 0 i [ 
arms, and appeared to be armies : but when invaſion had filenced 1 
the power which oppreſſed them, they became in a moment the in FA 
ſubjects and the ſoldiers of their invaders. Take warning from 4 N 
ſo many examples the principles of Revolution are eternal and 1 
univerſal. | . | 9 j 
Let me conclude with repeating again, that the condition of this J 4304 
country renders a Ecform moſt critically ſeaſonable. The Nation Wd 
ſtands in the moſt perilous predicament ; Government is forced to 1 ih 4. 
_ call upon the People for greater exertions than at former times $i 230 
burdens which appeared impracticable even in ſpeculation, are now N ' 11 
1 
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to give it my moſt decided oppoſition. The honourable gentleman 
who introduced the motion, began with difclaiming very diſtinctiy, 
and, as far as he went, verv ſatisfa orily, all thoſe abſtract princi. 
ples of impreſeriptible right, all thoſe doctrines of the righis of man, 
on which thoſe without doors, who are moſt eager in their pro- 
feſſions of attachment to the cauſe which he now ſupports, reſt the 
propriety of their demand, and upon which alone they would be 
contented with any ſpecies of Parliamentary Reform. The ho- 
nourable gentleman denies the truth of that principle that pre- 
ſcribes any particular form of government, as that which is effential 
to freedom; or that univerſal ſuftrage is neceffary to civil iiberty ; 
or, that it even muſt depend upon that light which the Revolution 
of France has let in upon the world, and from which, however, he 
derives hopes of fo much advantage tc the general happineſs of 
mankind.” But, in diſclaiming theſe views of the queſtion, and in 
placing it upon the footing of the practical benefit it was calculated 
to produce, the honourable gentlemen did nor ſtate all the conſider. 
ations by which the conduct of a wife ſtateſman was to be regu— 
lated, and the judgement of an upright ſenator to be guided. I be 
queſtion is not merely, whether ſome alteration might or might ret 
be attended with advantage ; but it is the degree of advantage which 
that alteration is likely to effect in the thape in which it is intro- 
duced ; the miſchief which may be occahioned from not adopting 
the nicaſure, and the chance, on the other hand, of producing by the 
alteration an effect upon thoſe to whom you give way, very dif- 
ferent from that whjch had induced you to hazard the experiment. 


Theſe are the conſideraygons which the ſubject ought to embrace, 


and the views upon which impartial men muſt decide. Before we 
adopt the conclufion of the honourable gentleman, we have a 
right, it is even impoſed upon us as a duty, to take into our view as 
a leading object, what probability there is by encouraging the parti- 
. cular mode of attaining that uniun, or of effecting t ſeparation 


of the friends of moderate Reform, and the determined enemies to 


the Conſtitution, which they conceive it calculated to produee; we 
muſt conſider the danger of introducing an evil of a much greater 
magnitude than that we are now deſirous to repair; and how far it 
is prudent to give an opening for thoſe principles which aim at 


nothing leſs than the total annihilation of the Conſtitution. The 


learned gentleman who ſeconded the motion, ſaid, that thoſe who 
formerly ſupported Parliamentary Reform, had ſown the ſeecs of 
that eagerneſs for Parliamentary Reform which was now diſplayed, 
and of the principles on which it was now preſſed; be thinks that 


thoſe who have ever ſupported the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform 


I w 
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upon grounds of practical advantage, muſt not oppoſe thoſe who, 
having nothing in commen with them, but the name of Reform, 
make that the cover for objects widely different, and ſupport that 
pretence which they aſſume upon principles diametrically oppoſite 
to thoſe upon which the true friends to the cauſe of Reform. ever 
procceded. Will the honourable gentleman who made, or the 
learned gentleman who ſeconded the motion, fay, that thoſe men 
who contend as an indiſpenſable point for univerſal ſuffrage ; that 
thoſe who hold doctrines which go to the extinction of every branch 
of the Conſtitution, becauſe they think it convenient to avail them- 
ſelves of the pretence of Parliamentary Reform, as the firſt ſtep to- 
wards the attainment of their own views, and as facilitating their 
progreſs ; that thoſe who, though they condeſcended to take ad- 
vantage of the co-operation of thoſe who ſupport the cauſe of Re- 
form in this Houſe, yet have never applied to Parliament, and who 
would not even receive as a boon, what they contend for as a right; 
can it ſeriouſly be ſaid, that fuch men as theſe have been embarked 
in the cauſe, or have proceeded on the principles of thoſe who, upon 
tar different grounds, and for far different objects, have moved this 
important queſtion? Will they ſay, that thoſe men have adopted 
the principles, or followed the courſe of thoſe who formerly have 
agitated the cauſe of Reform, who have avowedly borrowed their 
poiitical creed from the doctrines of the Rights of Man, from the 
rings of Thomas Paine, from the monſtrous and deteſtable ſyſ- 
tem of the French Jacobins, from that proud, ſhallow, and pre- 
ſumptuous philoſophy, which pretending to communicate new lights 
to mankind, has carried theoretical abſurdity higher than the wild 
imaginations of the moſt extravagant viſionaries ever conceived, and 
carried practical evil to an extent which no age or hiſtory has 
equated? Will it be faid that thoſe men purſued only that prae- 
tical advantage, which a Reform upon principles conſonant to the 
Britiſh Conſtitution was calculated to afford, who ſaw without 
emotion the deteſtable theories of the Jacobins developed in the 
deſtructive ravage which marked their progreſs, and their practical 
clfects in the bloody tragedies which were ated on the theatre of 
France, and who ſtill adhered to their ſyſtem of indefeaſible right, 
when they ſaw ſuch overwhelming. proofs of its theoretical falſe» 
ood, and of its baleful tendeney ? Will it be believed that thoſe 
men are actuated by principles conſonant to the ſpirit of the Britiſh, 
Conſtitution, who, with the exception of the pretence of Parlia- 
mentary Reform, adopted all the forms of French political ſyſtems;. 
Who followed them through all their conſequences, who locked 
* the Thins which they ſpread through all laws, religion, and 
ol, II. 4 H 25 i 
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property, without ſhrinking from their practical effect, and who 
deemed the horrors with which it was attended, as the triuinphs of 
their ſyſtem? Can we believe, that men who remained unmoved 
by the diſmal example which their principles had produced, whoſe 
pretenſions roſe and fell with the ſucceſs or the decline of Jacobi. 
niſm in every part of the world, were ever aQuated by a limilarity 
of motives and of objeAs, with thoſe who proſccuted the cauſe of 
Reform as a practical advantage, and maintained it upon conſtitu- 
tional views? The utmoſt point of difference, indeed, that ever 
fubſiſted between thoſe who iupported and thoſe who oppoſed the 
queſtion of Reform previous to the French Revolution, which 
forms a new æra in politics, and in the hiſtory of the world, was 


union and concert in compariſon with the views of thoſe who 


maintained that queſtion upon grounds of expediency, and thoſe 
who aſſert it is a matter of right. The queſtion then was with thoſe 
who contended for Reform on grounds of expediency, whether the 
means propoſed were calculated to infuſe new vigour into the Con- 
Kitution ? The object with thoſe who affect a Parliamentary Re- 
form upon French principles, is the ſhorteſt way to compaſs its 
utter deſtruction. From the period when the new and alarming 
#ra of the French Revolution broke in upon the world, and the 
doarines which it uſhered into light laid hold of the minds of 
men, I found that the grounds upon which the queſtion reſted 
were effentially and fundamentally altered. Whatever may have 
been my former opinion, am I to be told that I am inconſiſtent if 
J feel that it is better to forego the advantage which any alteration 
may be calculated to produce, rather than afford an inlet to princi- 
- ples with which no compromiſe can be made, rather than hazard the 
utter annihilation of a ſyſtem under which this country has flou- 
riſhed in its proſperity, by which it has been ſupported in its ad- 
verſity, and by the energy and vigour of which it has been enabled 
to recover from the difficulties and diſtreſſes with which it has had 
to contend ? The learned gentleman aſſumed that it was neceffary 
to adopt the moderate Reform propoſed, in order to ſeparate thoſe 
whom ſuch a plan would fatisfy, from thoſe who would be fatis- 
fied with none ; but who, I contend, by means of this, would only 
labour to attain the complete object of their wiſhes in the annihila- 
tion of the Conſtitution. Thoſe men who treat Parliament 3 
ufurpation, and Monarchy as an invaſion of the Rights of Man, 
would not receive that Reform which was not the recognition of 
thieir right, and which they would conſider as vitiated if conveyed in 
any other ſhape. Though ſuch men had availed themſeves of the aidof 
- hoſe who ſupported Parliamentary Reform on other grounds, would 
| 2 | 
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they be contented with this ſpecies of Reform as an ultimate objeQ? 
But do the honourable and learned gentlemen mean to aſſume that 
thoſe who are the friends of moderate Reform, and I khow not how 
ſuch a wiſh has been expreſſed at all, muſt remain confounded with 
thoſe whom no Reform will ſatisfy, unleſs ſome meaſure like the 
preſent is adopted ? Where has ſuch a wiſh for moderate Reform 
been expreſſed? If thoſe who are even thought to entertain ſenti- 
ments favourable to that cauſe have cheriſhed them in filence, if 
they have abſtained from preſſing them at a moment when they 
would have ſerved only to promote the views of thoſe who wiſhed 
to annihilate, not to reform, is it to be apprehended that any ill 
effects will enſue, unleſs you adopt ſome expedient to diſtinguiſh the 
moderate reformer from the deſperate foe? I do not believe, how- 
- ever, that the temper of moderate reformers will lead them to make 
common cauſe with the irreconcileable enemies of the Conſtitution. 
If there are really many who may be ranked as moderate reformers, 
it is at leaſt probable that they feel the force of the danger which I 
| have ſtated, that they think it wiſer to check their wiſhes than to 
rix the inlet of Jacobin principles, and the imprudence of affording 
to the enemics of the Conſtitution the means of accompliſhing its 
deſtruction. Has there been, however, any deciſive manifeſtation 
of their deſires, or is there reaſon to believe, that, diſappointed in 
their wiſhes, they will be immediately driven beyond the bounds of 
duty to the Conſtitution ? It there is no ſecurity that thoſe whoſe 
views have already pointed beyond reform will be recalled to better 
ſentiments, if there are even certain grounds to believe that they 
will merely employ any reform that may be introduced as a ſtep 
towards realizing their own ſyſtem, upon what pretence can the 
preſent meaſure be held out as calculated to reconcile thoſe men to 
the Conſtitution ? From the conduct of gentlemen on the other 
ſide, it is obvious that they do not conceive any decilive manifeſta- 
tion of the wiſhes of the People for a moderate Reform being now 
introduced to have taken place. My reaſon for ſuch an opinion is 
this: we have ſeen that the gentlemen in Oppoſition hase not been 
defieient in their efforts to procure every expreſiion of the public 
concurrence in the objects for which they have contended. . From 
their own account theſe efforts have not been unſucceſsful ; but 
ſuppoſing that no efforts of theirs had been employed, and that to 
the ſpontaneous impulſe of the People themſelves are to be aſcribed 
the petitions which have been voted in different quarters, to a de- 
gree, indeed, in their opinion, to decide the ſenſe of the country to 
be in favour of an immediate peace, and the, removal of Miniſters, 
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i follows, that thoſe yho have preſented ſuch petitioas have not - 
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felt, or the exertions of Oppoſition have not been able to excite, any 
expreſſion of that opinion they have ſo often urged, that no change 
of men, without a change of ſyſtem, would lead to any permanent 
good. It does not appear, then, that there is any call upon the 
Houſe to adopt a meaſure which, ſo far from being neceffary to fa. 
tisfy men friendly to moderate Reform, they have not, in any ſhape, 
expreſſed a wiſh to obtain. Before the practical expediency of this 
meaſure, then, comes to be diſcuſſed, the practical neceſſity of ſuch 
a meaſure muſt be eſtabliſhed. In this proof, however, the ho- 
nourable and learned gentlemen have failed. I nced not, there. 
fore, go into the ſtate of the country to refute the ſtatements of the 
honourable gentlemen. Indeed I muſt obſerve, that every thing 
urged upon this topic, was nothing more than aſſertion. The cala- 
mities and difficulties under which the. country labours, the war 
with France, and inroads upon the Conſtitution, the profuſion of 
public expenditure, were the topics upon which they infiſted, and 
which they ſaid would have been avoided if Parliamentary Reform 
had formerly been adopted. I boldly contend, however, that in the 
origin of the war, in the efforts to an unparalleled extent, which the 
novelty of the conteſt, and the nature of the enemy, forced us to 
Exert ; that in what they call inroads, and which we contend were 
neceſſary bulwarks for the defence of the Conſtitution, the fetlings 
of the People went uniformly along with the proceedings of Parli- 
ament. In no time when the tide of proſperity began to turn in 
favour of this country, when the nation began to «recover from the 
ſiruggles and from the burdens of the American war, when year 
after year the ſources of public wealth and individual happinets 
were increaſing and extending, had the functions of Parliament 
been more congenial to the feelings of the People, than in the pain- 
ful, yet neceſſary, ſtruggles to which we were obliged to ſubmit in 
the preſent conteſt. Gentlemen on the other fide may repeat till 
they think they have proved that the voice of the country has been 
hoſtile to the meaſures which Adminiſtration for thefe four years 
has purſued, Let gentlemen judge from their own obſervation 
and experience. In ſpite of the calamities which the unparalleled 
nature of the ſtruggle may have involved, the fyſtem of Parliament 
has been the ſyſtem of the nation, and never did Parliament enjoy 
the confidence of the country more than at the preſent criſis. 
| [Here Mr. Fox ſhewed ſome ſigns of diſſent.] The right honouradle 
gentleman may be diſpofed to controvert this opinion, but I am 
fure he cannot maintain the contrary with more- ſincerity or more 
perfect conviQion than J advance what I now affert. The right 
honourable gentleman, the Houſe will recollect, was accuſtomed i» 
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aſſert laſt ſeſſion of Parliament with equal boldneſs and vehemence 
as now, that the ſenſe of the country was againſt the ſyſtem of Mi- 
niſters. I would aſk, then, is the Houſe of Commons, in its pre- 
ſent form, ſo far from being the image of a repreſentative aſſem- 
bly that a general election affords no opportunity to the people to 
expreſs their ſentiments? I would defire gentlemen to recollect 
hoir far the oppoſition and the ſupport of the meaſures of Adminiſ- 
tration were grounds of pretenſion in different popular elections, 
and what was the uſual reſult of theſe conteſts? The plan of the 
honourable gentleman, though, as I ſhall afterwards take notice, in 
four parts of the whole ſyſtem of repreſentation, cuts it up root and 
branch ; yet in the repreſentation of the counties ' he thinks leſs 
alteration neceſſary than in any other. Even in the proportion of 
returns for the county repreſentation, have thoſe who oppoſe the 
ſyſtem of Adminiſtration received an additional number of ſup- 
porters? Here, at leaſt, the honourable gentlemen may allow the 
opinion of the country to have been in uniſon with the meaſures of 
Miniſters, ſince the purity of this branch appears to them ſo little to 
require correction. Will they recolle& too, that in the city of 
London, where they were moſt confident of their ſtrength, the 
aiſertion that the voice of the Livery was in uniſon with their 
efforts, was likewiſe confuted by the reſult of a poll? The ho- 
nourable gentlemen, therefore, have produced no proof that Parli- 
ment has ated in oppoſition to the voice of the country. On the 
contrary, wherever opportunities of fairly aſcertaining the point 
have been afforded, the very reverſe has been proved. The learned 
gentleman, in the flights of his eloquence, puſhed the argument 
farther than the honourable gentleman in his more guarded open- 
ing ventured to do. He diſcovered that the country has loſt all in- 
tereſt in the deliberations of this Houſe. On what ground this 
opinion is formed, I am at a loſs to conceive. On what great 
point has the public appeared indifferent to the deciſions of this 
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5 Houſe? On the contrary, has not the public intereſt appeared 
1 moſt viſible and extenſive? If any period could be ſelected at 
q vhich the public looked with anxiety to Parliament to ſettle their 
l own opinion, for the judgement of a Parliament in which they 
7 have confidence muſt have a very conſiderable effe& in tixing the 


ö. opinion of the country, the preſent would be pointed out as that 
0 very period. | | | 

As to the general queſtion, I cannot conceive any man ſo igno- 
rant of political ſcience, of ſo blind to the public intereſt, as to con- 
ſider great changes in the form of a Conſtitution as matters of light 
ent, or to be adopted without maturely weighing-both-the avs 


— 


% 


1 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, 


ceſſity and the conſequences. To give up what it is not clear that 
moderate men have defired, to comply with the demands of thoſe 

whoſe appetite for change no conceſſion can ſatiate, whoſe hoſtility 

to the Conſtitution no ſacrifice can appeaſe, is a conduct which no 

policy or prudence can juſtify or excuſe. To tell us that becauſe 
Liberty is good, we ought, by giving more nominal liberty to thoſe 

who do not aſk it, to gratify thoſe who only deſire an inlet to prin. 

ciples which inevitably lead to anarchy, and to the moit cruel and 
deteſtable of all tyrannies, is an abſurdity which I am little appre- 
henſive that the Houſe will be diſpoſed to ſanction. That pru- 
dence, which without the chance of ſecuring any real benefit, would 
hazard ſo much miſchief, is a quality which few wiſe men will ap. 
plaud, and few good men will employ. But it is ſaid, the new lights 
which the French Revolution has let in upon the world are to lead to 
ſalutary improvements in Government. Good God! does the 
learned gentleman, who ſees in our own Revolution fo many ſources 
of evil, diſcover no evils which are likely to enſue from the bor. 
rowed lights which another Revolution affords, and the bright ex- 
amples which it has furniſhed? From ſuch lights, however, [ 
hope we ſhall ever protect this Conſtitution, as againſt principles in- 
conſiſtent with any Government. The doQtrines upon which ic 
is founded are, falſe, ſhallow, and preſumptuous, more abſurd than 
the molt peſtilent theories that were ever engendered by the di- 
dered imagination of men more hoſtile to the real intereſis of man- 
kind, to the national proſperity, to individual happineſs, to intelleQual 
and moral improvement, than any tyranny by which the human ſpe- 
cies was ever afflicted. And, for this new luminary, ſhall ve 
abandon the polar ſtar of the Britiſh Conſtitution, by which, ve 
have been led to happineſs and glory, by which the country has lup- 
ported every danger which it has been called upon to encounter, and 
riſen ſuperior to every difficulty by which it has been aflailed? But 
independent of theſe general grounds, on which I have oppoſed 
this motion, I have no difficulty in ſtating that the particular me- 
ſure appears liable to ſo many objections, that, in no circumſtances, 
could I have given it my aſſent. Indeed I could as little concur 
in the plan of the honourable gentleman as in a propoſal for univer- 
fal ſuffrage : how near it approaches to that ſyſtem I ſhall not Ho 
diſcuſs. The honourable gentleman on a former occaſion has {aid 
that he would rather have univerſal ſuffrage than no Reform. The 
learned gentleman, however, diſclaims univerfal ſuffrage, when 1 
ſerted as a matter of right. Certainly indeed ſome people have ter 
ſon to complain of the learned gentleman, who, in ſupporting a plan 
of Reform on grounds of practical advantage, refuſes that univer® 
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ſuffrage to which he has no objection on practical grounds, merely 


becauſe it is aſked as a matter of right. The propoſition, however, 
neither more nor leſs than, with the exception of one fifth, to 
tboliſh the whole ſyſtem of the repreſentation of this country as it 
has been formed by charter, or by parliamentary arrangement, as 
it has been moulded by time and experience, as it has been blended 
with our manners and cuſtoms, wtihout regard to the rights or com- 
penſations, or to the general effect of modifications. All theſe are 


to be ſwept away, and a numerical ſcale of repreſentation to be 


ſubſtituted in its place. On what experience, on what praQice is 
this gigantic ſcale of numerical repreſentation to be introduced ? In 
former plans the variety of the modes of repreſentation was admitted 
to be proof how much better time and eireumſtances may mould 
and regulate repreſentation than any inſtitutions founded on reafon- 
ings a priori, and how neceffary it was to give way to the effects of 
ſuch experience. It is not the harſh uniformity of principles, each 
puſhed to its extreme, but the general complexion arifing out of the 
various ſhades which forms the harmony of the repreſentation, and 
the practical excellence of the Conſtitution, capable of improvi 

ſelf conſiſtently with its fundamental principles. Who will ſay 
that this beautiful variety may not have contributed to the advan- 
tage of the whole? Are we to renounce the benefits of a tried ſyſ- 
tem of repreſentation for a monopolizing theory which has no prac- 
tice in its favour, and when even the experience we have had is 
2anſt it? It never was contended that the inequality of the repre- 
ſentation has been attended with any practical difadvantage, that 
tie intereſt of Yorkſhire was neglected, becauſe it ſent only two 
Members to Parliament, or that Birmingham and Mancheſter ex- 
perienced any ill conſequences from having no repreſentatives, 
There is no practical ground for adopting equality of repreſentation, 
more than univerſal ſuffrage, The experiment propoſed is new, 
extenſive, overturning all the antient ſyſtem, and ſubſtituting ſome- 
thing in its ſtead without any theoretical advantage, or any practical 
recommendation. In the mixed repreſentation which now ſubſiſts, 
the ſeot and lot elections are thoſe which have been chiefly objected 
, and the honourable gentleman oppoſite to me, formerly agreed 
mth me in opinion, that burgage tenures and ſmall corporations 
were even leſs exceptiorable than open burghs with ſmall qualifi- 


ations, Yet from this extenſion of ſmall qualifications, it has been 


* general complaint, that much confuſion, debauchery, and abuſe 
* elections aroſe, which, notwithſtanding, forms the principal feature 
in the honourable gentleman's plan. Upon theſe grounds, there- 

te, looking ſeriouſly at the ſituation of the country, examining facts 
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with attention, unleſs we would ſeal our own diſhonour, unter. we 
would'belic the teſtimony of our conſtituents, we muſt diſſent from 
on the reaſons on which the neceſſity of this propoſition is founded; 
we ovght to reſiſt the ſpecific plan which the honourable gentleman 
his offcicd;” 'untteſs we would renounce the tried ſyſtem of our repre- 
. for a plat at once highly exceptſonable in thoory, and to- 
tally unſupported by experience. | 
Sir FRANCIS BURDETT fpoke to the following effect: In 
riſing to {olicit the. attention of this Houſe, I can only declare, that it 
is my moſt ardent wiſh to preſerve this country from ruin': I want 
to protect the rights and liberties of the people, but not the undue 
influence of a junto of nobility and placemen. I fhall therefore 
ſpeak my ſentiments candidly and unequivocally,” I ſhall alfo ſpeak 
them boldiv, for the times call for bold and unequivocal Tanguay 'e, 
1.00 not look for the applauſe of this Houſe, or expect to be ſupported 
by any clamour out of it. I ſhall ſpeak on behalf of the people of 
this coluitry, whoſe intereſt it is'my object to promote. I ſhouldbe 
vob indecd, in my contemplation of the human chatacter if J ex- 
peck at füch behaviout could lead to favour. It is ndt my intention 
td follow the Chancellor of the Exchequter through all his türig 
| all] "windihg 8, that would be an Herculean labour, to Which 1 0 
— etend vie! ve equal. K. ſtate, therefore, in tlie firſt plate, Uiat 
ivdtrs to erctöach upon the liberties of the pebp le Elidrae- 
= an early part of the preſent reign, and that a late'vears 
effitfs dfteAca to chat eric hate been much too ſueceſtfül, and that 
we kre geitg Faptaly" on towards an arbitrary governinent. Cod 
an When mall we lay afide that humiliating confidence which 
has cn Gi the Miriſter to bring us into ſo deptorable a condition, 
and'which' donfidence this Miniſter has this Pol laid claim tc, by 
the 2 bf Prihciples that lead directly to flav ery? Have you 
| — thing'before vod to Juſtify you in "your confidence in that Mi- 
* of ii Your, continuance of ſupport to his meaſures ? You 
have ſiipported Him in this war; a war, let the Minifter ſay whit 
he Plates of it, which is nothing but a ſecond edition of the Ame- 
mein har. It is another bold and caring, but unſucceſsful, 2. 
teimpt to ſtifle the flame of liberty. The Miniſter attempted to reſtore 
Monarchy in Frarice ; he has procured its utter annihilation there, 
He endeavoured to deſtroy the principles of the French Republic 
he has eſtabliſhed them on a baſis never to be ſhaken. Now as 
the motion which is before you, I will ſay it has my concurrency, 
as a meaſure that is highly neceffary, and one that ſhould be pi 
into a courſe of trial without delay. Had the people been free 
and fairly repreſented in this Houſe before this war commenced, 1 
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bave no doubt but that che war would never have been undertaken, 
It is in vain for the Miniſter now to talk of preſerving the bulwarks 


of our Conſtitution ; he has himſelf deſtroyed them. It is in vain for 


him to deny the exiſtence of abufes, for by his practice, and the prac- 
tices of his predeceflors, abuſes are interwoven with, and become ah 
integral part of our Conſtitution, Should any aſk, where theſe abu- 
{es of our antient Conſtitution are to be found? I would anſwer ; 
you may ſee them in the barracks that have been erected all over 
this country ; you may find them in the laws that have been thruſt 
down the throats of the people, by which they have been prohibited 
from ſaying what they think. You may find it in the practice of 
ſending away the public money without the conſent, or even know- 
ledge, of Parliament. All theſe things, I ſay, are abuſes on our 


for the corruption of the Executive Government. That corruption, 
unleſs you have a Reform in Parliament, will ſoon become the eu- 
thanaſia of our Conſtitution. It has reduced us, with all the advan» 
tages of our ſoil and climate, to a ſtate that no more reſembles, in 
point of liberty, that of our anceſtors, than if we were the inhabj- 
tants of ſome foreign land. Indeed, with all our boaſt of wealth, 
the mean and hard lot of poverty falls to the ſhare of the maſs of 
the people ; and that comfort which ought to be the reward of honeſt 


But all theſe things are drawing towards a concluſion, and that which 


lis conduct contributed to Revolution. What was the cauſe of 
the Revolution in France? The progreſs of reaſon and philcſophy Z 


the conduct of mankind. The Revolution was cauſed by the ex- 
invaganee, profligacy, and inſolence of its Adminiſtration, The 
lame cauſes are operating with us; and highly as I eſteem che ta» 
lens of a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox), even he eould do 
thing ſubſtantial for the benefit of the people were he Miniſter 
9-morrow, without an entire change of ſyſtem in our politics ;. nor 
len then, unleſs there is a full and free repreſentation of the pegs 
ple. I bope, therefore, the people will not be content with any 
lunge of men or meaſures, without a full, fair and free repreſenta- 
aan. Perhaps I may be told that Monarchy itſelf eannot be ſups 
ed without eorruption. If that be ſo, then J am, for one, a 
FPublican ! Liberty can never flouriſh where there is 
4 the Government! Liberty is, in my mind, the moſt valuable 
in human life! It is what I value mote than life; wichout 
Vor. II. 4 1 ; | 


antient Conftitution, and which never could have crept into it but 


labour, is ſeized by the griping hand of a rapacinus Government. 


vn once a matter of choice, is now a matter of neceſſity ; and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, although an enemy to liberty, has by 
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it, life itſelf is of no value; and with poverty, is preferable to wealth 
without. I prefer hard liberty to ſervile pomp! I will therefore 
while I live, uſe every means in my power to obtain for the people 
their juſt rights. I warn them not to be the dupes of corruption ! 
- Mt is not Miniſters that I wiſh to oppoſe! It is corruption that J 
wiſh to deſtroy! With reſpect to univerſal ſuffrage, that is a point 
which may be diſcuffed hereafter. I need only add, that the pte- 
ſent motion ſhall have my hearty ſupport. vim 

Mr. ROBERT THORNTON denied that the ſyſtem of Go- 
vernment was fo corrupt as the laſt ſpeaker had repreſented. © He 
would not fay that ſome Reform was not requiſite ; but theſe were 
unfriendly times for reformation. In a few years, he hoped, it 
would be otherwiſe. Hut when a houſe was on fire, one ſhould 
think of nothing but of extinguiſhing it. No doubt a Reform in 
Parliament might lead to many other uſeful reforms. But he muſt 
give his negative to the ſpecific propoſition of the honourable 


Sir RICHARD HILL faid, he had felt great difficulties upon 


the prefent occaſion. © They were three in number at firſt, but he 
had conquered two of them. The firſt was, whether he ſhould 
tome down to the Houſe at all to-day ; the fecond was, whether he 
ſhould vote at all; and the third, whether he thould ſpeak at all 
He was not quite determined how he ſhould vote. When he was: 
younger man he uſed to riſe oftener in the Houſe than he did of 
ltr; he had now rather hear the ſpeeches of others than to make 
any of his dun. However, if he ſhould vote for the motion, he 
might be charged with inconſiſtency, for he had voted againſt a mo- 
tion for Parliamentary Reform. To this, however, he might ſay, 
that he had in the American war voted for a motion for Parliamen- 
tary Reform, and that was on the motion of the preſent Miniſter 
He thought there was as much reaſon for it now as there was then. 
He remembered an Italian ſentence, which was written as an epitapl 
on a perſon who tried an experiment on his conſtitution ; the Eng: 
Jih' of which was, „I was well; to be better, I took phyfic and 
died. That might be urged in this caſe, but he thought it was mt 
applicable. He thought the Conſtitution was not well; and if be 
faw a patient almoſt expiring, he would naturally aſk the doclo, 
% Have you any experiments to try? We had had phyficias 
who had followed the plan of Doctor Sangrado, in bleeding a ge 
deal too much — ſome other plan ought to be followed. He ws 
very far, however, from conſidering the preſent a weak Adminilin 
- - tion. There never ſat in that Houſe a more able Adminiſtration 
As to'their wickedneſs he charged them not all 3 he believed dre 
1 - 
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were but few of them who profeſſed much religion; perhaps they 
would fay, that the evils which we now feel were brought on by a 
profligate; and wicked ſet of men on the other fide ; whereas gen- 
tlemen'in Oppoſition would charge the whole wickedneſs of the war 


to Miniſters ; he ſhould join neither in that abuſe 3 he believed 
there was much virtue in both, and he ſhould like to fee them united 
to fave the country, which was, as it were, between the millſtones, - 


almoſt ground to powder. He had, from the firſt moment he ſaw the 


ſet it on foot, was for every man to reform himſelf ; he wiſhed 
that we had paid more devotion to the will of him, without whoſe 


not be deemed inconſiſtent, if he ſhould vote for this motion. 


ballot, he thought would be the only radical cure for the many evils 


He did not conceive that theſe were the worſt times for Reform. 
There was one principle on which he thought a good Parliamentary 


becauſe many of his friends differed in opinion concerning it. The 


excluded from Parliament who would be an honour to the Legiſ- 
& which. to ſend one Member to Parliament, every perſon to be 
By theſe means Members would be elected at very little or no ex- 


the concurrenee of his friends. 


01 


* 


eſtion. - The beſt of human inſtitutions were not free from de- 
lets. He thought that many evils had crept into our Conſtitution, 
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propriety. of ſo doing, voted againſt this war, for he wiſhed to,ſtop - 
the effuſion of human blood; he diſapproved of ſending money to 
the Emperor; a loan he could not call it, for he did not, believe 
that any of it would ever be repaid. He wiſhed well. to Reform, 
there was much of it wanted, and he thought that the beſt way to 


1 


power we could do nothing. Having ſaid this, he truſted he ſnould 


< as - 


Sir WILLIAM GEARY could not aſſent to Mr. Gray's plan, 
33 it was ſo nearly allied to univerſal ſuffrage. The electian by 
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now experienced ; it would lead to a good and ſubſtantial Reform. 


Reform might be founded. He would not, however, propoſe. it, 


object of it was, to prevent the enormous expence that was often 
meurred by gentlemen at elections, and to prevent the excluſion 
from that Houſe of many worthy perſons who could not afford the 
expences of theſe elections. To his own knowledge many were 


lature. His plan was this, to divide the country into diſtricts, each 


qualified to vote who paid poor's rates to the amount of 10 cr 201. 


— —— 


pence, At a future time he might propoſe this plan, if it met with 
Mr. MILBANK. faid, he could not give a ſilent vate pon this 
nd that we ought, to provide a remedy for them as they appeared. 


k was exidentiy, the caſe with the Repreſentation. of the People, 
e wiched fat a Refurm in that particular, as being the beſt means 
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to ſo many evils in this country. He was, therefore, in favour of 
the motion. ; = 7 FR 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid he ſhould give the motion his de- 
cided negative. He thought the time at which it was brought for. 
ward was peculiarly improper ; but that was not his principal ob- 
J He was a decided enemy to any Reform in that Houſe , 
and although he was againſt any idea of a Reform in Parliament, he 
need not reſt his objection upon that idea alone. He was furniſhed 
with objections to it from thoſe who were its advocates. They all 
differed in their plans ſo much, that not any two of them agreed upon 
one plan. The reaſon for ſo much difference was obvious; the 
evil of which they complained had no exiſtence ; if it had, there 
could be no difficulty about the remedy. If the evil was in the 
_ overgrowing influence of the landed intereſt, the remedy would be 
applied to that. If to the open, or the cloſe boroughs, the remedy 
would be apparent; but it belonged to neither, for no evil had 
exiſtence. He therefore did not wonder, that gentlemen. could not 
agree upon any plan of Reform. He was fortified in that opinion 
by the conduct of the right honourable gentleman, oppoſite- to him 
(Mr. Fox), for although he had voted ſeveral times for a Reform 
generally, yet his name had never yet appeared to any ſpecific plan 
of Parliamentary Reform. A man of his. uncommon. abilities 
would not have been ſo long at a loſs for a plan, if the evil had any 
real exiſtence. He therefore muſt repeat, that the reaſon why no 
ſpecific remedy had been agreed upon was, that no evil had ever 
been really felt. As to the quotation from the work of the. celebrated 
author (Mr. Burke) by a learned gentleman, he felt himiſelf entitled 
to complain that the publication in queſtion bad been ſtated par- 
tially ; for in that very pamphlet, out of which. the quotation wa 
taken, there was contained a poſiti ve objection to a Parliamentary 
Reform. He muſt call on the Houſe to look at the cauſe of the 
evil, if any was ever felt, in conſequence of the determinations of 
that Houſe. If it could be proved that the eloſe borouglis were the 
cauſe of the evil, he would be content that ſome remedy ſhould be 
attempted to be applied. But he denied the aſſertion. Could-any 
gentleman prove that, at any time, the deciſions of the Houſe of 
Commons were not in uniſon with the opinions of the nation? He 
maintained poſitively that they could not in a ſingle inftance. He 
would take the reſult of the 13ſt general election, and he would take 
that part of it which no man would deny was the moſt popular part 
of it. To take the countics, for inſtance, and populous towns, ther 
it would be found that the returns of thoſe who had ſupported de 


war were in the proportion of four to one againſt thoſe who bs? 
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it in the late Parliament. What purpoſe, then, was a Re- 
form to anſwer ? Unleſs it was to be contended that the Houſe of 


Commons ſhould not be in uniſon with the People. He admitted 


that the country might at times have too much truſt in Miniſters, or 
too much diſtruſt in their opponents. But if ever ſuch/an evil ex- 
iled, a Reform in the Repreſentation would not cortect it. As to 
the cloſe boroughs, he would ſay, there couid be” no mort reaſon to 
complain of them than of the popular places, unleis it could be 
proved that they were the cauſe of any evil, which no one had 
ever yet done. There had been many wars in whieh this country 
had been engaged, that might not be juſt or neccilary. Many that 
were juſt and neeeſſary that were protracted longer than was wiſe or 
prudent, but none in which the Houſe had perfiſted againſt the will 
of the people. The American war was, at its commencement, a 
popular war in this country. It was a war in which the Houſe 9 

Commons and the People were hand in hand together. The opi- 
mon of the people changed in the courſe of that war, ſo did that 
of the Houſe of Commons; and the reaſon why Adminiſtration 


nots happened in the metropolis, which made the Houſe, put of 


ſupport the State from impending ruin. This was a firjking ig. 
ſanee of Parliament acting in uniſon with the people. Uppn theſe 


. p JN d YOUNG, Wwe 
would not cure the evil of which gentlemen complained, if, indeed, 


Was in the people themſelves. For theſe reaſons he ſaw great im- 
policy in altering any part of the Conſtitution upon plans of | mere 
ſpeculation. Beſides, if a thing of this ſort was to be commenced, 
he would aſk the Houſe where they were to conclude their labours? 
deeulative men might fay that the county of Middleſex, becauſe the 
metropolis was contained in it, and had one-eighth of the population 
the kingdom, and conſequently contributed very much to defray 
the expence of Government, ought to have a much larger ſhare of 
repreſentation, © Were gentlemen aware where they were to ſtop if 


for the complaints which tad been exhibited againſt the preſent re- 
Peſentatiory of the pebple. So far was the Houſe of Commons at 
due moment fror ſpedking any Language but that of the people of 
his: county; Ht they Wert Hand in händ together. So far was 


ROI; mare Wobl@ edge Hi fgelf to prove that the popular power 
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ws afterwards ſupported for ſome time was, that ſore dangerous 


a ſenſe of common danger, rally round Executive Government to 


gounds he was juſtified in ſaying that a Parliamentary Reform 


uy evil exifted; which he denied. The fault, if there was any, 


ſuch-privieiples were admitted? But really there was no foundation 


te Hotfe of Oohnthcns from ftinbVating upon the privileges of the 
WW coinuliry infÞroving, an "that the" Houſe of Commons was' 
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now more popular than ever it had been before this time. Let gen- 
'tlemen recollect the principle and proviſions of Mr. Grenville's 
bill relative to conteſted elections; let them recolle& the number 
of cloſe boroughs that had been thrown open and made popular. 
Beſides theſe, there were other points to which it was not quite re- 
gular to allude, but which, however, he might hint at — the very 
proceedings of the Houſe were continually publiſhed, by which the 
people had opportunities of knowing what was paſſing daily, which 
muſt have great influence on the Houſe, by the opportunitics that 
were afforded to the people of forming their opinions from time to 
time. Theſe were general objections which he had to the princi- 
ple of a Parliamentary Reform. His objeRions were not leſs de- 
cided to the ſpecific plan which was now propoſed, if a. ſpecific plan 
it could be called. It went upon the principle of univerfal ſuffrage, 
or nearly ſo, to which he underſtood that but very few of that 
Houſe would aſſent. It was a principle abandoned at the time of 
the French Revolution, as had been ſtated by a very able writer, 
Mr. M'Intoſh. Taking the whole of the cafe. together, he ſaw 
the chance of danger fo great, and the advantage none, that he could 
not poſſibly affent to the preſent motion. It would open a door to 
univerſal ſuffrage, as was apparent from the accounts he had read 
of ſpeeches delivered at the diſcuſſion of the ſubject; and he thought 
it might lead to the overthrow of the Monarchy and the Houſe of 
Commons together. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he had liſtened with great attention to 
the ſpeech of the noble Lord who had juſt fat down. A ſpeech 
which was remarkable for its eloquence, and as remarkable for its 
ſteady oppoſition in limine, againſt all Reform of all kinds, that it 
might as well be called a fpeech for a Revolution as much. as 
againſt Reform. He ſhould have commended it the more if it came 
from a quarter in which he could confide, and reſt ſecure that the 
boldneſs of it would be followed up in the hour of attack; but when 
he reflected that it came from the ſame quarter as the ſentiments 
that had been uttered againſt France, that we were to purſue 3 
bellum' internecinum ; that we were engaged in the cauſe of lau, ot 
civil order, of humanity, of religion; and reflected on what part 
had been taken in the ſame quarter, and knew that theſe very per- 
ſons who thus talked boldly and fturdily, would afterwards, in te 
hour of real peril, be ready to crawl upon their knees and lick the 
blood off the feet of theſe regicides—when he contraſted this blu 
tering language with the real ſpirit of thoſe who uttered it, he 1. 
ſore, that if theſe fame perſons ſhould enter into a bellum ine rnecumn 
with the Reformers of England, they might be made as humble 
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with regard to them as they had ſhewn themſelves towards the 


French: He therefore was not ſurprized to hear the noble Lord 
ſo bold in his ſpeech againſt the Reformers ; but this aſſertion, that 
the Parliament is now more popular than ever, was going a little 
farther than any man had ever done before. He liked the manner 
in which the noble Lord proved, as he called it, the truth of that 
aſſertion ; he ſtated the merits of Mr. Grenville's bill. It was 
an excellent regulation with reſpect to conteſted elections. How 
was it excellent? by taking away altogether from the Houſe of 
Commons the right of determining on the merits of conteſted 
eletions ; by ſhewing that the Houſe of Commons could not, as 
men of honour, be truſted with the decifion of ſuch a matter as a 
conteſted election; that they had given in falſe verdicts upon that 
matter frequently, and therefore ought to have that power no lon- 
ger; that therefore an act of Parliament was neceſſary to take 
away their power, becauſe they had acted diſhonourably ; this was 
the noble Lord's. proof that there was no neceſſity for a Reform in 


Parliament. - His next proof of the purity of Parliament, and of the 


popularity of its preſent proceedings, was alſo curious. Some, cloſe 
boroughs, it ſeemed, had been thrown open; Cricklade and Shore- 
ham, and one or two others, were thrown into the general maſs of 
repreſentation-z and this was another proof that there was no neceſ- 
by or a Parliamentary Reform. What did this motion go to? 
Why, to make this, which, in the opinion of the noble Lord, was 
an excellent meaſure, in theſe few inſtances, a general meaſure. 
Theſe two or three little inſtances were, in the opinion of the, noble 
Lord, a great acquiſition, to the people, but the making the meaſure 
general wauld be a great evil. But the queſtion, was row boldly 
put, here did the people ſee: their grievanees? They ſaw them 
in the extenſion of the exciſe laws, They ſaw them in the reſtraint 
that was put upon their ſpeeches, to each other. They ſaw, them in 
the erection of barracks all over the kingdom. They ſaw. them in 
the votes of the Houſe of Commons, by which their money was 
ſquandered upon odjects that were never defined. They ſaw them 
in tho money that was ſent away to the Continent without the con- 
lent; or even knowledge of Parliament. Put theſe grievances into 
one ſide of the ſcale, and. the little acquiſitions of Mr. Grenville's 
bill, and the throwing open of a few, paltry boroughs into the other, 
and he believed the noble Lord himſelf, although by no means a 


— man in that Houſe, would be aſhamed to hold the balance. 


noble Lord dwelt a great deal on what he conſidered as a very 
argument, namely, that as there was a contrariety of opinion 
Vo the plan of a Parliamentary Reform, that muſt be conſidered 
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as a proof that-the evil did not exiſt ; for that if it did, there would 2 


have been no difficulty about the remedy, that it muſt be clear, * 
This. reminded him of the adage, ,* When Doctors differ, &c.” 8 
If chat was $o he the anſwer, is would follow, that if Doctors differ * 
as. to the gemedy, the patient, although he may appear. to be dying, di 


muſt be taken, to he in perfect health, He knew-not where the 
noble Lord had Rudied,hys Jogic, but certain it was not from the 
College of Phyſicians. There was one part of the complaint which 
never occurred to- che noble Lord., He touched: opon the landed 
intereſt, be touched upon the. intexoft of tho botougho, and moſt logi- 
. cally concluded, that there was no complaint againſt either; but it 
never entered. into his mind that, the Miniſter would have too much 
intereſt with them all when aſſembled in the Houſe of Commons. 
Here be was 1cminded by the words of a-perſon-whom it was hardly 
regular for him to quote, aa a reverend Prelate, -who- had (aid that 
| the Parliament, belongs to the Crown. If that be ſo, he -would 
fay that he, wquld not debate the remedy whatever it be, for he was 
ready, to Hy that tbe, Houſe, of Commons would be- better in ac 
hands than in tbe hands of the Crown. But the noble Lord had fad, 
% Shew, me. that the.cloſe; boroughs haye done more harm than po- 
« pular places. He did not know what che noble Lord meant 
by harm. He could ſhew bim that the proprietors of theſe cloſe 
boroughs had acted on a ſyſtem which mult be- cut up by the roots, 
or this country cannot ſtand. He would ſay that they had bought 

and, afterwards voted away the money and «the rights of 
the people, as.if-bgthchad been their own abſolute. property. That 
there had. been a man in that Houſe who had feven. or eight ſeats 
in it ; 11 he, vn connected with the Miniſter, and at, without 
one ft o 


— 
- 


land in Ireland, he was made an, Itiſh Neer. He could 

ſhew him perſona, ho equld not, indeed, buy men cant ſell them, 
becauſe that was, not pet wo de dene, hut who bought and ſold bo- 
roughs, and with them fold, the. deareſt intereſts of tha people. Il 
noble Lond, in part of his ſpeech, put the cloſs boroughs au of. the 
queſtion ; indeed he would hays acted judisiouſſy in v 
natice of them, fox they could not bg of any ſervies his d 
Bur it ſeemed ghat Miniſtexs had mat with ſupport in che ound 
He knew day hag.; mi it was s thing to be. much ;lamemed, tat 
men of large wealth ſpauld quit the neareſt and damit coupecum 
they had for the purpoſe ;of, fallowing; the diQateerof 8 profipt, 
iniſter ; and, baforg,any juſticg-could- be dove e- hat ata füt- 
eaſe, the noble Lord muſt have cougted:;Alt the,copenges that! he 
been given away by the preſent Miniſter. Men whowoted 2 
all public principle for favours of this ind were the moſt profis 
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and contemptible characters in the kingdom. What if a county 
Member knows that his name is entered in the pocket- book of the 
Secretary of the Treaſury as a perſon to be called to the other Houſe, 
and votes any thing that is deſired of him in order to obtain that 
diſtindt ion — he knew many of that defcription. Theſe were called 
men of honour, but they were the reverſe of it, they were enemies 
to the nation in which they lived. They pretended to vote ſor the 
cauſe of juſtier, and bumanity, and religion, when in point of fact 
they were only laughing at the public, and voting away their rights 
to ſerve their own ambition. That was a great reaſon why the peo- 
ple called for a Parliamentary Reform. It was to a conviction that 
moſt public men have nothing in view but their own perſonal ad- 
vantage; was owing all the miſchief that had lately happened to 
our ſervice. It was upon that principle the ſailors and the ſoldiers 
reafoned. The Houſe would ſet them a detter example by reform- 
ing Parlament, Af they had a ſpark of honour in them. 

Wich vegard to the queſtion, as it had been argued by the Chan- 
celloriof the Exetiequer, nothing was ſaid upon the preſent Repre- 
ſentation' of tie People, The noble Lord had fallen foul with all 
the docttine which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had ever main- 
tained upon Reform, and he was ſorry the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had left the Houſe ; were he preſent, he moſt likely would 
have/faved him a good deal of trouble in replying to many parts 
of the ſpeech of the noble Lord. N hYO 

A tod deal had been ſaid about throwing the country into con- 
fuſlon. © The; Miniſter and his advocates affected to dread the 
prindiple; of the preſent meaſure, becauſe it ſeemed to proceed upon 
te Nights of Man, arid- becauſe they ſaid they were principles 
whih mad been adopted in the French Revolution, and which 
prinziples led t d much horror. In this reſpe&, he muſt deny 
that the horrors of the French Revolution were produced by the 
Rights of Mast There were bloody calamities in France after 
de French Neyolution; nobody diſputed it; but that theſe calami- 
tes were produded by theſe principles he diſputed. There was not 
lo much one individual who was concerned either in writing or 
publiſhing atty"ef theſt principles, concerned in any one of the 
in that eounitry-; and here he muſt repcat what he ſaid on 


al Revolytions when men ſhock off their ſlavery. When men 
Wunder-the-tiecefity of recovering their liberty by force, they are 
naturally intemperate Man was not born to have property in 
mn; and if he perfiſts in maintaining that he has, there is no 
Vonder when he falls a victim to his own iniquity and preſumption: 

You, IL. 4 K 


weafions," chat exceſs of conduct was the natural effect of 
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\Ttis ought to be a lefſon to us. If the queſtion was put to him, 
who were the real authors and abettors of theſe maſſacres, he ſhoulq 
place certain deſpots in the front of his accuſation. 
It was impoſſible for any thing to be more unjuſt than the view 
which the Miniſter had thought fit to take of all the reformers to. 
night. He aſked the public to look upon them all as ſo mary 
maſked traitors. He denied the juſtice of that deſcription of them, 
That there might be among them ſome men of miſchievous inten- 
tions, no man would diſpute ; and when was any great public mea- 
ſure propoſed, in which ſome characters would not mingle, but 
that they were conſiderable either in number or talents, was what he 
did not believe. That he was no friend to ſuch perſons, but 
would, on the contrary, endeavour to detect them, he was entitled 
by what he had ſaid this day on another ſubje&t, to aſk the Houſe 
to believe. But when the Miniſter took the whole complexion of 
a meeting from the intemperate ſpeeches of a few intoxicated or ſu- 
perficial individuals, who might caſually attend a public meeting, it 
proved, what he had already faid of the Miniſter, that he was igno- 
rant of the nature of a popular aſſembly; how could he be other- 
wiſe? He never entered any aſſembly, except the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and that was the reaſon why he could not make a diſtinction 
between the honeſt intentions of the maſs of a people, and the ab- 
ſurdities of a few. 
But the Miniſter had endeavoured to make a great deal of the 
difference that ſubſiſted between the Reformers ; and he had ſaid, 
that all that had been urged upon Reform, when he was a party to 
it, was agreement itſelf compared to the diſeordance of late meet- 
ings. He thought that there was no harm in every man ſpeaking 
openly what he thought upon the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform; 
he wiſhed every man's heart to be legible in theſe times of danger; 
ingenuous openneſs was always, and at all times, much better 
than concealment. He knew not why univerſal ſuffrage ſhouid 
have been brought into ſuch contempt ; he remembered at fome 
meetings figning his name with the Duke of Richmond in favour 
of univerſal ſuffrage and annual Parliaments. He conſidered it 
the right of every man to propoſe that, if he thought fit; the expe- 
dicncy of ſuch a plan was matter for diſcuſſion and deliberation; u 
any other plan was better, there was no reaſon why it ſnould not be 
referred; but it ſeemed now to be treated as a ſpecies of treaſon; 
he confeſſed he knew not why, he was not at all aſhamed of hav- 
ing ſigned it, there was no ſecrecy about the matter, it was publiſhed 
in all the newſpapers; he thought this plan a better one; he 
thought alſo that the maſs of the people would be ſatisfied with It 
I | | 
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but that every man who thought univerſal ſuffrage the beſt plan, 
muſt neceſſarily wiſh for anarchy and confuſion, was a thing which 
he would not admit. Some men claimed popularity as well as other 
advantages from their rank, but they were deceived if they thought 
they could perſeeute others for following their opinions without be- 
ing deſpiſed: by the public. - 

[t had been ſtated, that the number of thoſe who wiſhed for a 
Reform in Parliament was ſmall. He did not believe it. He 
believed that the whole body of Diſſenters withed for a Reform 
without pulling down the fabric of the Conſtitution, He believed 
alſo, that the maſs of the people of Scotland had the ſame. with z 
for at preſent the whole forty. five were returned by men who had 
ſome of them not an inch of land in that part of the ifland. 

He was not much of an egotiſt, nor was he, out of that Houſe, 
an arrogant man. He was almoſt aſhamed of the praife the Mi- 
niſter had beſtowed upon him to-day for merely doing his duty, 
when he ſpoke of the ſailors. He hoped, and he trufted, that 
much calamity as this country feels, we ſhall never bend our necks 
to an infolent foe ; but will, if neceſſarv, to a man, defend our 
rights with our lives. He muſt be indulged to fay another word 
about himſelf, as it was now neceſſary. He had been aceuſed of 
wiſhing to join with thoſe who wiſh for anarchy. He would afk 
thoſe who charged him with ſo foul a with, what temptation he had 
to do fo? What provocation had he to excite any oppoſttion againſt 
the Ariſtocracy of this land, or againſt its Monarchy ? He had poſ- 
ſelfed at one time ſome confidence from the Monarch, during the 
ime he filled an office of conſiderable truſt. He had been ho- 
noured with the confidence of an illuſtrious perſonage. He had 
becn treated with civility by many of the firſt families in this 
country. He knew no occaſion he had to regret the attention he 
Ind received from that Houſe. He had no deſire to break a'lance 
with any orator in any other piace, He therefore expected credit 
for ſincerity when he declared, that he ſupported this motion from 
his heart, becauſe he thought, in his conſcience, it tended to reſtore 
to the people ſome of the purity of their originally excellent Conſti- 
tution, and to ſave the State from ruin. 8 | 

dir W. YOUNG declared himſelf to be an enemy bf every 
pan he had ever heard ſuggeſted for the alteration of the form of 
the repreſentation, and the preſent was, in his mind, as objection- 
able as all the preceding objeAs that had been ſubmitted to the 
public. It was idle to contend, however they might be guarded, 
that every ſuch plan would not finally extend to univerſal ſuffrage. 

t was in the nature of things that conceſſions being made to the 
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multitude, they would take advantage, and turn it to their moſt ex. 
travagant defigns. The example of France had preſented a a 
warning which he thought would have deterred us from this dan- 
gerous courſe of experiments. Not one of the perſons who began 
the French Revolution intended to puſh it to univerſal ſuffrage ; but 
it was obvious that the degree of power which they gave to the 
people, made it impoſſible for them to prevent the abuſe of it. In 
the ſpecific plan which the honourable gentleman had ſuggeſted to- 
day, there were theories entirely inconſiſtent with perfect repreſen- 
tation. Though it was intended to enlarge the repreſentation of 
the ſmall borovghs, yet he underſtood that the great cities and popu- 
lous towns would be divided according to their population. In that 
caſe it was obvious that the inequalities would be detrimental to the 
public intereſt ; the metropolis would have a preponderance over 
all the reſt, of the kingdom; London would be the Republic of 
England, as Paris was of France. He concluded by ſaying, that, 
in his mind, Providence ſeemed to hold out the inſtructive leſſon to 
nations to avoid thoſe dangerous theories, and to guard people againſt 
the extſavagance of their own paſſions. 

Mr, BARHAM faid, that he had through life been an advocate 
for Parliamentary Reform, but he muſt object to the propoſition 
which was this day preſented to the Houſe, and that for two diſtin 
reaſons. The firſt, that. it was not called for, in his opinion, by the 
majority of the people; and ſecondly, that it was not the proper 
time for agitating the important queſtion. In a ſeaſon of fo much 
difficylty and alarm, he thought it unwiſe to call the attention of the 
Houſe to a ſubje which muſt excite very ſtrong emotions in the 
country, and create diviſions injurious to the common exertion that 
was required, for our common intereſt. When the proper time 
ſhould come, and that it was obviouſly called for and demanded by 
the people, he ſhould. certainly think himſelf bound to, give bis 
countenance to a ſober and well - digeſted ſcheme of Reform, by 
which, the Houſe of Commons ſhould be the efficient: repreſenta- 
tive of the country. F LEONA 

Mr, W. SMITH faid, that he felt it to be the indiſpenſable 
duty of gentlemen to declare their opinions upon this highly im- 
portant ſubje& with clearneſs and preciſion. The time was, come 
when the queſtion of Parliamentary Reform could be no longer 
treated with indifference. It was of no account to examine, whe- 
ther the landed repreſentation had the ſuperiority over the commet- 
cial, or whether the commercial was greater than the landed, theſe 
were points of little importance; the queſtion was, whether tie 
Crown had not a domineering influence over both? and if ts 
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ſhould be made manifeſt, as in his conſcience he believed it could, 
they ought not, nay, he would ſay more, they could not lotig reſiſt 
the imperious demand of the people for a Reform. That it was fo, 
would require but little illuſtration ; it was ſelf-evident; ' one-third 
of the Members of that Houſe held places of truſt and profit di- 
rely and openly under the Crown, He did not mean to fay, that 
they might not be very honourable men, and that they did not per- 
form faithful ſervice for their money ; but he demanded to Khow, 
whether if the choice of repreſentation was as free and as popular as 
it ought to be, it would be either probable or rational that the 
people of England ſhould delegate a number of perſons in' the pay 
of the Crown to watch, examine, and control the expences of the 
Crown? Was it likely that, when they were erecting a barrier 
between themſelves and their rulers, they would chuſe the hired 
ſervants of Government to conſtitute their barrier? Look at the 
fact. Had this third part of the Houſe of Commons given their 
countenance to any one motion for an inquiry into the expenditure, 
into the groſs extravagance and enormous abufe of the public 
money during this diſaſtrous war? Had they joined in any one 
motion for cenſure upon the unconſtitutional modes that had 
practiſed in ſending money out of the kingdom without the conſent 
or knowledge of Parliament ? - Here was, upon the face and exte- 
rior of our repreſentation, a ſyſtem, at leatt, of its being erroneous. 
It was a thing for which nothing but fundamental r the ſyſt 
could account. There was another inſtance equally pregnant, By 
vat fatality eould ir happen that the whole kingdom of Scotland 
had been of one mind in exercifing the eleQive ſuffrage, if any elee- 
tive ſuffrage they poſſeſſed, by what unaccountable circumſtance 
was it, that all the Members from that country were unanimous in 
their ſupport of Government? It could only ariſe from a poſitive 
defect in the ſyſtem of the election; for where the voices of the 
clective body were free, there would be diverfity of opinion. But it 
vas ſaid, how would a Reform tend to correct all the evils of our 
repreſentation ? He ſaid he was free to confeſs, that mere reform 
in the plan of election would not ſuffice. But Reform muſt be 
xcompattied with regulations and checks for the correction of bri- 
der and expence, by which the 'viciated morals of the people might 
be correQeed, and the ſeandalous proflipacy of eleRtions be removed. 
He did not by any means think this an impoſlible tafk, fince he 
aeribed much of the popular degeneracy to the ſyſtem and to the 
example that was given to the multitude. But it was ſaid, at what 
pot would you ſtop? who ſhall anſwer that you can ſtop at the 
Pant which the honourable gentleman has propoſed in his plan? 
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To this the anſwer was eaſy,, If you concede in time, you may fix 
the bounds to which you will go. Protract the Reform until cala- 
mity ſhall have made men deſperate ; and, in truth, it may be im- 
poſſible to reform at all. It was aſked, whether Corporations 
ſhould be touched, and whether it would be wiſe to ſuffer them to 
continue upon their preſent footing? The preſent was certainly 
not the preciſe moment for the inquiry. There was no plan for 
the elective franchiſe ſo good in its firſt aſpect as that of giving it 
to houſekeepers. That was the moſt obvious teſt of property upon 
the one ſide, and of ſelected population upon the other. It was 
urged as à proof, that the preſent Houſe of Commons ſpoke the 
ſenſe of the country; that at the general election the people had 
had it in their power to chuſe men who had oppoſed the war ; and 
that having done the contrary, was a proof of its being popular: 
Before this argument was admitted, it muſt be aſſumed that the 
voice of the people was free, and that the elections ſpoke their 
2 ſenſe. If that were true, there would be no neceſſity tor 

rm. At the ſame time it was obvious, that in places where 
popular ſpirit did prevail, men gained or loſt the election as they 
had oppoſed or ſupported the meaſure of the preſent war. He was 
himſelf an inſtance of this fact; and an honourable Baronet had 
loſt his election in the ſame place, ſubſtantively becauſe he had 
given his countenance to the Miniſters in the preſent war. A goud 
deal had been ſaid about the meeting at the Crown and Anchor. 
He had attended that meeting, as he had generally attended almoli 
every meeting for Parliamentary Reform for the laſt two-and- twenty 
years. He by no means concurred in thinking the preſent obloquy, 
which had been ſo laviſhly thrown upon it, was deſerved. He 
perceived in that meeting a very general and prevailing ſpirit of 
moderation. There was, to be. ſure, a great deal of noife and ſom: 
confuſion, but not more, nor ſo much as he had frequently ſeen in 
that Houſe when intemperate advocates for the meaſures of Admi- 
niſtration were bent upon calling for the queſtion, and filencing 6 
clamoyr all rational diſcuſſion. 

Sir GREGORY PAGE TURNER craved the indulgence of 
the Houſe for a few ohſervations which he had to make. When 
he got up in the morning, or when he lay down at night, he. always 
felt for the. Conſtitution, On this queſtion he never had but one 
opinion. When he came firſt into Parliament, he remembered that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed a Reform, but he fav i 
was wrong, and he oppoſed it. Would it not be madneſs to change 
what had been handed ſound and entire down to the days of his 
father Were gentlemen to make changes on their Conſtituion 
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as they altered the cut of a coat for the faſhion, or as a lady fancied 
a new head-dreſs? When queſtions of ſuch a dangerous nature 
as the preſent were brought forward, he could not ſleep quietly on 
his peaceful pillow, Gentlemen ſpoke of places and penſions : he 
had neither place nor penſion, and therefore he was at iſſue with 
them on the ſcore of independence. Did Birmingham and Man- 
cheſter bring forward propoſitions for a Reform? No! They were 
brought forward by gentlemen high in talents, and high in oppoſi- 
tion. Did gentlemen expect to ſtop bribery and corruption in our 
Government? He never had ſuch an idea. Tt was all one whe- 


had not to conſider who the electors were, but who the elected are. 
For his part, he was perfectly certain that he was a repreſentative 
of the whole country, and not of any particular diſtrict. He hoped 
he knew how to put ſome confidence in an Adminiſtration. If every 
body could put confidence in them like him, this country would be 
ſoon enabled to contend with the combined force of France and 
Spain. When he had witneſſed the fate of the motion, which he 
was convinced would be rejected, he would go home to his bed and 
ſleep in peace. | n 

Mr. POLLEN ſaid, that he was convinced of the neceſſity and 
of the wiſdom of a temperate Reform of the Repreſentation of the 
People. It was in vain to contend againſt the exigency. Every 
1 man who went into a populous place at the time of an election, 
muſt he ſenſible that things could not go on on their preſent footing. 
Every hand was open for a bribe. All ideas of repreſentation were 


4 ſcouted. It was a mere profligate ſcene of corruption, and conſe- 
F quently preſented to Government the certain means of influencing 
L the majority in that Houſe. He ſhould certainly vote for the mo- 
in non, by which time and opportunity would be given to diſcuſs the 
1 merits of the propoſed plan, and to adopt or reject it upon mature 
uy deliberation, | 1 

Mr. FOX then roſe, and ſpoke as follows :—Sir, Much and 
rg often as this queſtion has been diſeuſſed both within theſe walls and 
* without, and late as the hour is, I feel it my duty to make ſome 
25 obſervations, and to deliver my opinion on a meaſure of high im- 


portance at all times, but which, at the "preſent period, is become 
finitely more intereſting than ever. I fear, however, that my con- 
vietion on this ſubject is not common to the Houſe: ] fear that we 
are nat likely to be agreed as to the importance of the meaſure, nor 
is to the neceſſity ; ſince, by the manner in which it has been diſ- 
cuſſed this night, I foreſee that, ſo far from being unanimous on the 
Propolition, we ſhall not be agreed as to the fituation and circum- 


ther the Houſe confifted of five thouſand or of five hundred. They : 
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ſtances of the country itſelf, much leſs as to the nature of the mea. 
ſures which, in my mind, that ſituation and thoſe circumſtances 
imperiouſly demand. I cannot ſuppreſs my aſtoniſhment at the tone 
and manner of gentlemen on this day. The arguments that have 
been uſed would lead the mind to believe that we are in a ſtate of 
peace and tranquillity ; and that our circumſtances are flouriſhing 
and glorious x that we enjoy the happineſs of internal concord, 
order, and proſperity, which again convey for our foreign relations, 
ſtrength, ſecurity, and reſpect; and that we have no provocation to 
any ſteps to improve the benefits we enjoy, or to retrieve any mis. 
fortune that we have incurred. To perſons who feel this to be our 
fituation, every propoſition tending to meliorate the condition of the 
country muſt be ſubject of jealouſy and alarm; and if we really 
differ fo widely in ſentiment as to the ſtate of the country, I ſec no 
probability of an agreement in any meaſure that is propoſed. For 
myſelf, and according to my view of our circumſtances, all that 
part of the argument againſt Reform which relates to the danger of 
innovation, is ſtrangely miſplaced by thoſe who think with me, that, 
fo far from procuring the mere chance of practical benefits by a 
Reform, it is only by a Reform that we can have a chance of reſcu- 
ing ourſelves from a ſtate of extreme peril and diſtreſs. Such is 
my view of our fituation. I think it fo perilous, ſo imminent, 
that, though I do not feel conſcious of deſpair, an emotion which 
the heart ought not to admit, yer it comes nearer to that ſtate 
of hazard, when the fentiment of deſpair, rather than of hope, may 
be ſuppoſed to take poſſeſſion of the mind. I feel myſelf to be the 
member of a community in which the boldeſt man, without any im- 
putation of cowardice, may dread that we are not merely approach- 
ing to a fate of extreme peril, but of abſolute di ſſolution; and with 
this conviction, indelibly impreſſed upon my heart, gentlemen will 
not believe that I diſregard all the general arguments that have been 
uſed againſt the motion on the ſcore of the danger of innovation, 
from any diſreſpect to the honourable Members who have urged 
them, or to the ingenuity with which they have been preſſed, but 
becauſe I am firmly perſuaded that they are totally inapplicable to 
the circumſtances under which we come to the diſcuſſion. With 
the ideas that I entertain, I cannot liſten for a moment to ſuggeſtions 
that are applicable only to other fituations, and to other times; ivr 
unleſs we are reſol ved, in a helpleſs puſillanimity, or in a ſtupid to- 
por, to ſuccumb, and to wait with reſignation the approach of our 
doom, to lie down and die, we muſt take bold and deciſive mea- 
{ures for our deliverance. We muſt not be deterred by mean 
apprchenſions, We muſt combine all our ſtrength, fortify 99 
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another by the communion of our courage; and by a ſeaſonable 
exertion of national wiſdom, patriotiſm, and vigour, take mea- 
ſures for the chance of ſalvation, and encounter with unappalled 
hearts, all the enemies, foreign and internal, all the dangers and 
calamities of every kind which preſs ſo heavily upon us. Such is 
my view of the preſent emergency of England; and under this 
impreſſion, I cannot for a moment liſten to the argument of dan- 
ger ariſing from innovation, - ſince our ruin is inevitable if we pur- 
ſue the courſe which has brought us to the brink of the precipice. 
But before I enter on the ſi Hect of the propoſition that has been 
made to us, I muſt take notice of an infinuation that has again 
and again been ffulg out by geatlemen on the other fide of the 
Houſe, on party feelihgs, in which they affect to deplore' the ex- 
iſtence of a' ſpitit injurious to the welfare of the public. I ſuſpect, 
by the frequent Tepetition of this inſinuation, that they are deſirous 
of making it be believed, or that they underſtand themſelves by the 
word party feelings, an unprincipled combination of men for the 
purſuit of office'an'its emoluments, the eatzerneſs or zeal of which 
leads them to entertain and to act upon feelings of perſonal enmity, 
l- will, and oppbſiti6h to His Majeſty's Miniſters: If ſuch be 
their interpretation of party ſeelings, or if the term be ſo under= 


But if they underſtand by party feelings, that men of honour, who 
#4 FI 5 4 Fe 3 4 © bi J\ - 

entertain ſimilar principles, conceive that thoſe principles : be 

more betrefleially'and ſucceſsfully purſued by the force of 'mutua 
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terpretation, and have to ſeruple in ſaying, that it is for the, advant® 
ge of the country; an advantage to the cauſe of truth and the con- 


| CTY of A; $.cigus + 
o whatever honourable object they may be engaged in, that men 


men apply this deſcription of party feelings to the purfuit in 


atrous condition of the etnpire ouglit tö Animate and invigofate the 

Wiot of all thoſc UO febl tt to their duty to check and arreſt a 
arcet that threatetis us with ſuch inevitable ruin. For ſurely thoſe 
who think that party is a 200d thing for ordinary occaſions, muſt 
Kuliarly incumbent upon men who feel the value of united exer- 


ſtood by the Houſe, I muſt ſay, that I am utterly uncorifcigus of any 
luch feeling, and Jam ſure that Jean peak with confidence for my 4 
friends, that they are actuated by no motives of ſo debaſing a nature. 


. us a eee . wage - HUD 
lupport,” harmony, and confidential connexion, then J adopt the in 25 
203 eich 
ftituti6n's/ an advantage to freedom and humanity ; an advantage | 
Puriue it with tHe united force of party feelings, that is to fay, pur- 
ſue wwih' the confidence, zeal, and ſpirit, whictr the commu on 
of juſt tongdefite le likely to inſpire; and if the honourable gen- 


which de att engage, J am equal ready to "fay th the dif- _ 
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\ 
tion to combine all their ſtrength to extricate the veſſel when in dan. Fa 
ger of being ſtranded. But gentlemen ſeem to inſinuate, that this | th 
union of action is directed more againſt perſons than meaſures, L 
and that alluſions ought not to be made to the conduR of parti. t 
cular men. It is not caſy to analyſe this ſort of imputation, for it is 
is not eaſy to disjon the meaſure from its author, nor to examine = 
the origin and progreſs of any evil without alſo inquiring into and _ 
ſcrutiniſing the motives and the conduct of the perſons who gave it 0 
riſe. How, for inſtance, is it poſſible for us to enter into the iſ. hy 
cuſſion of the particular queſtion now before the Houſe, without a hoy 
certain mixture of perſonal alluſion * We complain that the repre- be, 
ſentation of the people in Parliament is defedive. How does this 6d, 
complaint originate * From the conduct of the majorities in Parlia- 2 
ment. Does not this naturally lead us to inquire whether there is = 

not ſomething fundamentally erroneous in election, or ſomething 8 
incidentally vicious in the treatment of thoſe majorities? We ſurely * 
muſt be permitted to inquire whether the fault and calamity af * 
which we complain is inherent in the nature of the inſtitution, in live 
which nothing perſonal is to be aſcribed to Miniſters, as it vil his. 
operate in a more or leſs degree in all the circumſtances in which vit 
we may find ourſelves ; or whether it is not an occaſional abuſe if 10 
the original inſtitution, applicable only to theſe times and to thele tepe 
men, in which they are peculiarly guilty, but from which ſyſtem rc- HA 
preſentation itſelf ought to ſtand abſolved. | whe 
I put the queſtion in this way, in order to ſhew that à certain Brie 
degree of perſonality is inſeparable from the diſcuſſion, and that 1 
gentlemen cannot with juſtice aſcribe to the bitterneſs of party ſeel- pon 
ings, what flows out of the principle of free inquiry. Indeed this 9 
is a pregnant example of there being nothing peculiarly hoſtile p the 
perſons in this ſubject; it is not a thing now taken up for the fn propr 
time, meditated and conceived in particular hoſtility to the right the 1: 
honourable gentleman. Be it remembered, that he himſelf has 2m 
again and again introduced and patronized the fame ſubject, and date 
that on all the occaſions on which he has brought it forward it Is and 
invariably received my approbation and ſupport. When he bog? betwe 
it forward firſt in the year 178 2, that is, by the bye, in a time" Rur 
war, and in a time of ſevere preſſure of public calamity, I ga\*" Bl w rea 
the propoſition of the riglit honourable gentleman my feeble 1 ler 
Again, when he brought it forward in the year 1783, at 2 0 Bl ©... 
when I was in an office high in His Majeſty's ſervice, I gave g kept f. 
ſupport. Again, in the year 1785, when the right _— | RE 
gentleman himſelf was in place, and renewed his propoſition, ; m Ko 
my countenance and ſupport. I have invariably declared m hearts, 
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friend to Parliamentary Reform by whomſoever propoſed ; and 
though in all the diſcuſſions that have heretofore taken place, I 
have had occaſion to expreſs my doubt as to the efficacy of the par- 
ticular mode, I have never heſitated to ſay, that the principle itſelf 
was beneficial ; and that though not called for with the urgency 
which ſome perſons, and, among others, the right honourable gentle- 
man, declared to exift, I conſtantly was of opinion that it ought not 
to be diſcouraged. Now, however, that all doubt upon the ſubject 
is removed by the preſſure of our calamities, and that no ſpark of 
hope remains for the country, an] the dreadful alternative ſeems to 
be, whether we ſhall ſink into the moſt abject thraldom on the one 
fide, or continue in the ſame courſe until we are driven into the 
horrors of anarchy on the other. I can have no heſitation in ſay- 
ing, that the plan of recurring to the principle of melioration which 
the Conſtitution points out, is become a d-/zderatum to the people 
of Great Britain. Between the alternatives of baſe and degraded 
ſivery on the one fide, or of tumultuous, though, probably, ſhort- 
lived anarchy on the other, though no man would heſitate to make 
his choice, yet, if there be a courſe obvious and practicable, which, 
without either violence or innovation, may lead us back to the 
vigour we have loſt, to the energy that has been ſtifled, to the in- 
dependence that has been undermined, and yet preſerve every thing 
in its place, a moment ought not to beJoſt in embracing the chance 
wich this fortunate proviſion of the Britiſh ſyſtem has made for 
Bricth ſafety, 

This is my opinion, and it is not an opinion merely founded 
upon theory, but upon actual obſervation of what is paſſing in the 
world. I conceive, that if we are not reſolved to ſhut our eyes to 
the inſtructive leſſons of the times, we muſt be convinced of the 
propriety of ſeaſonable conceſſion. I ſee nothing in what is called 
the lamentable example of France to prove to me that timely acqui- 
elcence with the defires of the people 1s more dangerous than obſti- 
nate reſiſtance to their demands; but the ſituations of Great Britain 
and France are fo eſſentially different, there is fo little in common 
between the character of England at this day, and the character of 
France at the commencement of the Revolution, that it is impoſſible 
o reaſon upon them from parity of circumſtances or of character. It 
18 Not neceffary for me, I am ſure, to enter into any analyſis of the 
fential differences between the character of a people that had been 
Kept for ages in the barbariſm of ſervitude, and a people who have 
"Yoyed tor ſo long a time the light of freedom. But we have no oc- 
allon 1, go-to France for example; another country nearer to our 
bears, vi hů which we are better acquainted, opens to us a book ſa 
4L 2 | 
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legible and clear, that he muſt be blind indeed who is not able to 
draw from it warning and inſtruction ; it holds forth a leſſon which 
is intelligible to dulneſs itſelf—let us look to the kingdom of Ire- 
land, and fec how remarkably the arguments and reaſoning of this 
day tally with the arguments and reaſoning that untortunately pre- 
vailed in the ſiſter kingdom, and by which the King's Miniſters 


were fatally able to overpower the voice of reaſon and patriotiſm, 


and ſtifle all attention to the prayers and application of the people, 
It is impoſſible for any coincidence to be more perfect. We are 
told, that there are in England, as it is ſaid that there were in Ire. 
land, a ſmall number of perſons defirous of throwing the country 
into confuſion, and of alienating the affections of the people from 
the eſtabliſhed Government. | 

Permit me, Mr. Speaker, in paſſing, to obſerve, that the right 
honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer did not repreſent my ho- 
nourable friend (Mr. Erſkine) quite correctly, when he ſtated that 
my learned friend admitted the exiſtence of ſuch men. On the 
contrary, the argument of my learned friend was hypothetical ; he 
aid, If it be true, as it is fo induſtriouſſy aſſerted, that ſuch and 
ſuch men do exiſt in the country, then ſurely in wiſdom you ought 
to prevent their number from increaſing by timely conciliation of the 
body of moderate men, who deſire only Reform. In this opinion 
I perfectly acquieſce with my learned friend. I believe that the 
number of perſons who are diſcontented with the government of the 
country, and who defire to overthrow it, is very, very few, indeed. 
But the right honourable gentleman ſays, that the friends of mo- 
derate Reform are few, and that no advantage is to be gained by 
conceding to this very ſmall body what will not ſatisfy the violent, 
which he contends is more numerous ; and he vehemently de- 
mands to know whom he is to divide, whom to ſeparate, and what 
benefit he is to obtain from this ſurrender? To this I anſwer, 
that if there be two bodies, it is wiſdom, it 1s policy, to prevent the 
one from falling into the other, by granting to the moderate what 1s 
Juſt and reaſonable. If the argument of the right honourable gen- 
tleman be correct, the neceſſity for conceſſion is more imperious ; | 
is only by theſe means that you can check the ſpirit of proſelytiſm, 
and prevent a converſion that by and by will be too formidable for 
you to reſiſt. Mark this, and ſee how it applies to the precedent 
of Ireland. In the Report that has been made by the Parliament 
of that kingdom on the preſent diſorders, it is ſaid, that fo long 20 
as the year 1791, there exiſted ſome men in that country, 3 
ſome ſocicties, who harboured the deſire of ſeparation from England 
and who wiſhed to ſet up a republican form of government. The 
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Report does not ſtate what was the preciſe number of thoſe ſocieties 
in 1791 ; it declares, however, that the number was ſmall and in- 
ſignificant. From ſmall beginnings, however, they have increaſed 
to the alarming number of one hundred thouſand men in the pro- 
vince of Ulſter only. By what means have they ſo increaſed, and 
who have been the converts and proſelytes who thus {ſwelled their 
numbers to ſo gigantic a ſize? Obviouſly the men who had no 
ſuch deſire, no ſuch feelings, no ſuch deſign originally; obviouſly 
the perſons who had no other object in view in all the petitions 
which they preſented, and in all the applications which ey made, 
than Catholic emancipation and Reform of Parliament. This is 
alſo admitted by the Report. The ſpirit of Reform ſpread over 
the country — they made humble, earneſt, and repeated applications 
to the Caſtle for redreſs ; but there they found a fixed determina- 
tion to reſiſt every claim, and a rooted averſion to every thing that 
bore even the colour of Reform. They made their applications to 
all the eminent and conſiderable characters in the country, who had 
on former occaſions diſtinguiſhed themſclves by exertions in the 
popular cauſe ; and of theſe juſtly eminent men I defire to ſpeak 


| 

as I feel, with the utmoſt reſpect for their talents and virtues, and 
tor the warm intereſt which they take in the welfare of the country. 
But, unfortunately, they were fo alarmed by the French Revolution, 
; and by the cry which had been fo artfully ſet up by Miniſters of the 
- danger of infection, that they could not liſten to the complaint. 
g What was the conſequence? Theſe bodies of men, who found it 
. in vain to expect it from the Government, at the Caſtle, or from 
y the Parliament, and having no where elſe to recur to for redreſs, 
, joined the ſocieties, whom the Report accuſes of cheriſhing the deſire 
. of ſeparation from England; and thev imbibed and became con- 
at verts to all thoſe notions of extravagant and frantie ambition, which 
T, the Report lays to their charge, and which threatens conſequences 
he fo dreadful and alarming, that no man can contemplate them with- 
1s out horror and diſmay. 

n- What, then, is the leſſon to be derived from this example, but 
it that the comparatively ſmall ſocieties of 1791 became ſtrong and 
m, formidable by the acceſſion of the many who had nothing in 
for common with them in the outſet? I wiſh it were poſſible for us 


to draw the line more accurately between the ſmall number that the 
Report defcribes to have had miſchievous objects originally in 
new, and the numerous bodies who were made converts by the 
neglect of their petition for conſtitutional rights. Is it improbable 
that the original few were not mote than ten or twenty thouſand in 


number? What, then, do J learn from this? That the unwiſe, 
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impolitic, and unjuſt refuſal of Government, to attend to the appli. 
cations of the moderate, made eighty or ninety thouſand proſelytes 
from moderation to violence. This is the leſſon which the bock 
of Ircland exhibits. Can vou refuſe your atlent to the mora] ? 
Will any man ague, that if Reform had been conceded to the eighty 
or ninety thouſand moderate petitioners, you would have this day 
to deplore the union of one hundred thouſand men, bent on objects 
ſo extenſive, ſo alarming, ſo calamitous? I with to warn you by 
this example. Every argument that you have heard uſed to-day 
was uſed at Dublin. In the ſhort-ſighted pride and obſtinacy of the 
Government, they turned a deaf ear to the ſupplicant ; they have 
now, perhaps, in the open field to brave the aſſertor. Uawarned, 
untutored by example, are you fill to go on with the fame con- 
temptuous and ſtubborn pride? I by nv means think that Great 
Britain is at this moment in the ſituntion, or that it preſents the 
aſpect of Ireland. I by no means think that the diſeontents of this 
country have riſen to ſuch a height as to make us fear for the gere- 
ral peace of the country; but I deprecate the courſe which was 
purſued in Ireland. What England is now, Ircland was in 1791. 
What was ſaid of the few, they have now applied to the many; and 
as there arc diſcontents in this country, which we can neither diſ- 
ſemble nor conceal, let us not, by an unwiſe and criminal diſdain, 
Irritate and fret them inte violence and diforder. The diſcontents 
may happily ſub!:de ; but a man muſt be either ſanguine indeed in 
his te aper, or dull in his intelleR, if he would leave to the opera- 
tion of chance what he might more certainly obtain by the exercite 
of reaſon. Every thing thac is dear and urgent to the minds of 
Engliſhmen preſſes upon us; in the critical moment at which I 
now addreſs you, a day, an hour, ought not to elapſe, without giv- 
ing to ourſelves the chance of this recovery. When Government 
is daily preſenting itſelf in the ſhape of weakneſs that borders on 
diffolution—unequal to all the functions of uſeful ſtrength, and 
formidable only in pernicious corruption —weak- in power, and 
ſtrong only in influence; am ] to be told that ſuch a ſtate of things 
can go on with ſafety to any branch of the Conſtitution * If men 
think that, under the impreſſion of ſuch a ſyſtem, we can go on with 
out a material recurrence to firſt principles, they argue in direct 
oppoſition to all theory and all practice. "Theſe diſcontents cannot, 
in their nature, ſubſide under detected weakneſs and expoſed inca- 
pacity. In their progreſs and increaſe, as increaſe they muſt, who 
ſhall ſay that direction can be given to the torrent, or that, having 
broken its bounds, it can be kept from overwhelming the country * 


Sir, it is not the part of ſtateſmen, it is not the part of rational be- 
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ings, to amuſe ourſelves with ſuch fallacious dreams ; we muſt not 
fit down and lament over our hapleſs fituation ; we muſt not deli- 
ver ourſelves up to an imbecile deſpondency that would annimate 
the approach of danger; but by a ſeaſonable, alert, and vigorous 
meaſure of wiſdom, meet it with, what we think, a ſufficient and a 
ſeaſonable remedy. — We may be diſappointed - we may fail in the 
application, for no man can be certain of his footing on ground 
that is unexplored ; but we ſhall at leaſt have a chance for ſucceſs 
ve ſhall at leaſt do what belong to legiſlators, and to rational be- 
ings on the occaſion, and I have confidence that our efforts would 
not be in vain. I ſay that we ſnould give ourſelves a chance, and, 
may add, the beſt chance, for deliverance ; ſince it would exhibit 
to the country a proof that we had conquered the firſt great difficulty 
that ſtood in the way of bettering our condition —we had conquered 
ourſelves. We had given a generous triumph to reaſon over pre- 
judice; we had given a death-blow to thoſe miſerable diitinAions of 
Mig and Tory, under which the warfare had been maintained be- 
tween pride and privilege ; and through the contention of our rival 
jealouſies, the genuine rights of the many had been gradually under- 
mined, and frittered away. I ſay, that this would be giving us the 
beſt chance, becauſe, ſceing every thing go on from bad to worſe 
ſeeing the progreſs of the moſt ſcandalous waſte countenanced by 
the moſt criminal confidence, and that the effrontery of corruption no 
longer requires the maſk of concealment—ſceing liberty daily in- 
fringed, and the vital ſprings of the nation inſufficient for the extra- 
vagance of a diſſipated Government, I muſt believe, that, unleſs the 
people are mad or ſtupid, they will ſuſpe& that there is ſomething 
fundamentally falſe or vicious in our ſyſtem, and which no Reform 
would be equal to correct. Then, to prevent all this, and to try if 
ve can effect a reforni without touching the main pillars of the Con- 
fütution - without changing its forms, or diſturbing the harmony of 
ts part — without putting any thing out of its place, or affecting 
the ſecurities which we juſtly hold to be ſo ſacred, I ſay, that it is the 
only chance which we have for retrieving our misfortuncs by the 
road of quiet and tranquillity, and by which national ſtrength may. 
be recovered without diſturbing the property of a ſingle individual. 
It has been ſaid, that the Houſe poſſeſſes the conſidence of the 
country as much as ever. This, in truth, is as much as to ſay, 
that His Majeſty's Miniſters poſſeſs the confidence of the country in 
ihe ſame degree as ever, fince the majority of the Houſe ſupport 
and applaud the meaſures of the Government, and give their coun- 
tenance to all the evils which we are doomed to endure. I was 
very much ſurprized to hear any propoſition ſo unaccountable ad- 


ON 
FE \ 
/ 1 
1 4 
* 
TH 
1 1 
1 0 
8 [ 
4 
J I. 5 
* * = 
* * * 
* 4 
_ ea 
3 | 4+ p 
* * ' - 
FIY +» 
* * 
KH ws 
N 1 
© xz 1 1 
" * 
: - 
. "- 
* 1 
Sy 1d! 
z2© 
1 
4 / CSF 
* 81 
- 
y - 
11 ? 
1 1 
2 
f i 
34 
MT 
* 74 
+ 
4 
Wo | 
1 
p : 
4. . 
3 * 
1 
1 
1 F * . 
4 
SI 
'®* 
- 
, 44d 4 l 
: 3 
a 
F G 
BS X 
+ As 
11 
1 
= = 
: os 
* * 
, 
4 1 
Fu „ Þ 
145 
ET ' 
| Ki 
oo * 
LY 
1 * 
a 8 
"wh * 4 
4 4 
1 7 7 
1 
- be [4 
1 
1 7 
Ti 4 js 
43 F 
+1 
« i, yy 
"INN 
* 1 
+99 
a 


o ak. 7 — — - 
8 * . 


* 


_ — — 
2 


* 


. 
. 


— —— . 


2 


— 
— — 


; 


4 

o 5 | f 
$ % 

* N 
1 
n 
1 


* 
n 


— 


8 N 
Tit id 
>” * 


— * 8 : | ö 
82 = — <=” r 2 . 3 — 
+ * ww. 5 — — — 2. 4: yarns > - . — 7 5 
4 i py * x 
4 — * 2 . N . — - = 
| , * 2— 1 - * * — — N * 2 1 C 
— 8 4 . - we — — — N 
5 — 5 — = e N - RO las. 1 28 2 yo 
— . —— 5 r — mart — * . 2 ih " AI og * l * - g *$ 2 5 ö 
ö - | : | >> S un l ; 7 2 12 
— = = — — IM 4 = 4 £77 * VT * 2 ” l 1 8 — 
— — = — — — — = EDI r 2 .£ CES iv; <7 
- —_— ů — * — 4-4 n + "SN I 1 
Is 3 7. — e * a * * 
r — 7 = * »{þ * —— * : . — p — _ | V x 
- a — 2 1 = — — < * 7 — n 8 2 
— . ERR — — — — | | 
— 2 = WEED — — — 7 


—— — 
— 


632 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxg, 


vanced by any perſon connected with Miniſters, particularly as the 
noble Lord had, but a ſentence or two before, acknowledged that 
there had been, to be ſure, a number of petitions preſented to His 
Majeſty for the diſmiſſion of his Miniſters. The one aſſertion is 
utterly incompatible with the other, unleſs he means to aſſert, that 
the petitions which have been preſented to the Throne are of no 
importance. The noble Lord can hardly, I think, ſpeak in this 


contemptuous manner of the petitions of Middlefex, London, Weſt- 0 
miniſter, Surry, Hampſhire, York, Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and many 8 
other places, unleſs the noble Lord means to inſinuate that they arc 7 
proofs only of our very great induſtry, and that they are not the 


genuine ſenſe of the diſtricts from which they come. If the noble 
Lord aſeribes them to our induſtry, he gives us credit for much mor: 
merit of that kind than we are entitled to; it certainly is not the 
peculiar characterſtie of the preſent oppoſition, that they are very 
induftrious in agitating the public mind. But grant to the noble 
Lord his poſition—be it to our induſtry that all theſe petitions are 
to be aſcribed. If induſtry could procure them, was it our moder- 
ation, our good will and forbearance, that has made us for fourteen 
years relax from this induſtry, and never bring forward theſe petitions 
until now? No, Sir, it is not to our induſtry that they are to be 
afcribed now, nor to our forbearance that they did not come before. 
He will not give us credit for this forbearance; and the conſequence 
is, that he muſt own, upon his imputation of induſtry, that the pre- 
ſent is the firſt time when we were ſure of the people, and that theſe 
petitions are a proof that at length the confidence of the people in 
Minifters is ſhaken. That it is ſo, it is in vain for the noble Lord, 
or for any other friend of thoſe Miniſters, to contend. They, who 
in former times were eager to ſhew their confidence by addrefles, 
have now been as eager to expreſs their diſapprobation in petitions 
for their removal. How, then, can we ſay that the confidence of 
the people is not ſhaken? Is confidence to be always againſt the 
people, and never for it? It is a notable argument, that becauſe we 
do not find, at the general election, very material changes in the te- 
preſentation, the ſentiments of the people continue the ſame, in fi- 
vour of the war, and in favour of His Majeſty's Miniſters. Th 
very ground of the preſent diſcuſſion gives the anſwer to this ag) 
ment. Why do we agitate the queſtion of Parliamentary Reform 
Why, but becauſe a general election does not afford to the people 
the means of expreſſing their voice; becauſe this Houſe is not a ſuf 
ficient repreſentative of the people? Gentlemen are fond of argus 
in this circle. When we contend that Miniſters have not the cor 
- dence of the people, they tell us chat Pai liament is the faithful le. 
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preſentative of the ſenſe of the country. When we aſſert that the 
repreſentation is defective, and ſhew, from the petitions to the 
Throne, that the Houſe does not ſpeak-the voice of the people, they 
turn to the general election, and ſay, at this period they had an op- 
portunity of chooſing faithful organs of their opinion; and becauſe 
very little or no change has taken place in the repreſentation, the 
ſenſe of the people muſt be the ſame. Sir, it is in vain for gentle- 
men to ſhelter themſelves in this mode of reaſoning. We aſſert, 
that under the preſent form and praQice of elections, we cannot ex- 
pet to ſee any remarkable change produced by a general election. 
We muſt argue from experience. Let us look back to the period 
of the American war. It will not be denied by the right honour- 
able gentleman, that towards the end of that war, it became ex- 
tremely unpopular, and that the King's Miniſters loſt the confidence 
of the nation. In the year 1780 a diſſolution took place, and then 
it was naturally imagined by ſuperficial obſervers, who did not exa- 
mine the real ſtate of repreſentation, that the people would have re- 
turned a Parliament that would have unequivocally ſpoken their 
ſentiments on the occaſion. What was the caſe? I am able to 
ſpeak with conſiderable preciſion. At that time I was much more 
than I am at preſent in the way of knowing perſonally the indivi- 
duals returned, and of making an accurate eſtimate of the acceſſion 
gained to the popular fide by that eleddtion. I can take upon me to 


wi ſay, that the change was very ſmall indeed : not more than three or 
2 four perſons were added to the number of thoſe who had from the 
i beginning oppoſed the diſaſtrous career of the Miniſters in that 
1 var. I remember that, upon that occaſion, Lord North made 
* uſe of preciſely the ſame argument as is now brought forward ; 
0 BY © What!” ſaid he, * can d the war i lar, aff 
To id he, you contend the war is unpopular, after 
2. * the declaration in its favour that the people have made by their 
07 * Choice of repreſentatives? The general election is the proof that 
P: the war continues to be the war of the people of England.“ 
4 Such was the argument of Lord North, and yet it was notoriouſly 
Ft Aherwiſe ; ſo notoriouſly otherwiſe, that the right honourable gen- 
4 tleman, the preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer, made a juſt and 
ry iriking uſe of it, to demonſtrate the neceſſity of a Parliamenta 
The Ref, l , J : 1 * 
a form. He referred to this event as to a demonſtration of this 
" Gdrine, % You ſee,” ſaid he, © that ſo defeQive, ſo inadequate, 
cole is the preſent practice, at leaſt of the eleQive franchiſe, that no 


: impreſſion of national calamity, no conviction of Miniſterial 
n error, no abhorrence of diſaſtrous war, is ſufficient to ſtand 
. againſt that corrupt influence which has mixed itſelf with elee- 
uon, and which drowns and ſtifles the popular voice.“ pon 
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this ſtatement, and upon this unanſwerable argument, the right ho. : 
nourable gentleman acted in the year 1782— When he propoſed a up 
Parliamentary Reform, he did it expreſsly on the ground of the ex. ab 
perience of 1780, and he made an explicit declaration, that we der 
had no other ſecurity by which to guard ourſelves againſt the return _ 
of the ſame evils. He repeated this warning in 1783 and in be 
1785. It was the leading principle of his conduct, «« Without tiot 
« a Reform,” ſaid he, “ the nation cannot be ſafe ; this war max fer 
«« be put an end to, but what will protect vou againſt another ? A, 
© as certainly as the ſpirit which engendered the preſent war aQu. i 
« ates the Secret Councils of the Crown, will you, under the in- 2 
« fluence of a defective repreſentation, be involved again in ney EN 
« wars, and in ſimilar calamities.” =” * Mi 
This was his argument in 1782, this was his propheey, and —P 
the right honourable gentleman was a true prophet. Preciſely as * 
he pronounced it, the event happened; another war took place, if I 
and J am ſure it will not be conſidered as an aggravation of its cha- minc 
racter, that it is at leaſt equal in diſaſter to the war of which the laſts 
right honourable gentleman complained. * The defect of repre. predi 
* ſentation,” he ſaid “ is the national diſeaſe; and unleſs you been 
apply a remedy directly to that diſeaſe, you muſt inevitably take demo 
“the conſequences with which it is pregnant.” With ſuch an au- 2 
thority, can any man deny that I rcaſon right? Did not the right Bu 
honourable gentleman demonſtrate his caſe * Good God! what a on th 
fate is that of the right honourable gentleman, and in what a ſtate and th 
of whimſical contradiction docs he ſtand ! During the whole courſe nd pe 
of his Adminiſtration, and particularly during the courſe of the pro- 5 
ſent war, every prediction that he has made, every hope that he has 's only 
held out, every prophecy that he has hazarded, has failed ; he has recent] 
diſappointed the expectations that he has raiſed ; and every promiſe _ ö 
that he has given, has proved to be a fallacy and a phantom. Yet, vith tk 
for theſe very declarations, and notwithſtanding theſe failures, we The p 
have called him a wiſe Miniſter. We have given him our confi- : the 
dence on account of his predictions, and have continued it upon 1 
their failure. Though no one event which he foretold has been dis þ 
verified, we have continued to behold him as the oracle of wiſdom! ſpect; 
But in the only inſtance in which he really predicted, as if by di- —_ 
vine inſpiration, what has come to paſs, in that we have treated He a pet 
him with ſtubborn incredulity! In 178 5, he pronounced the awful * 
prophecy, © Without a Parliamentary Reform the nation will be . us 
| 


« plunged into new wars; without a Parliamentary Reform you 
« cannot be ſafe againſt bad Miniſters, nor can even good Miniſters 
« be of uſe to you.” Such was his prediction! and it has come 
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upon us. It would ſeem as if the whole life of the right honour- 
able gentleman, from that period, had been deſtined by provi- 
dence for the illuſtration of his warning. If I were diſpoſed to 
conſider him as a real enthuſiaſt, and a bigot in divination, we might 
be apt to think that he had himſelf taken meaſures for the verifica- 
tion of his prophecy. He might now exclaim to us, with the proud 
ſervour of ſucceſs, © You ſee the conſequence of not liſtening to 
« the Oracle ! I told you what would happen; it is true that your 
« deſtruction is complete; I have plunged you into a new war; 
« ] have exhauſted you as a people ; I have brought you to the 
« brink of ruin, but I told you beforehand what would happen; I 
« told you, that without a Reform in the repreſentation of the peo- 
« ple, no Miniſter, however wiſe, could fave you; you denied 
« me my means, and you take the conſequence !” I ſay, Sir, that 
if I were to conſider him as a bigot to his doctrine, or that his 
mind was tinctured with ſuperſtition, as we have heard of enthu- 
ſaſts whoſe lives have been devoted to the fulfilment of their own 
predictions, the right honourable gentleman's Adminiſtration has 
been ſhaped, and his meaſures framed, for bringing into a terrible 


career, 

But a Reform in the repreſentation of the People, ſay gentlemen 
on the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe, is not called for by the country ; 
and though meetings have been held in various parts of the kingdom, 
0 and petitions have come up for the diſmi ſſal of Miniſters, they have 
not expreſſed a wiſh for Reform. In anſwer to this argument it 
ls only neceflary to obſerve, that the reſtrictions which have been 
4 recently laid on meetings of the people, and on popular diſeuſſion, 
” May ſerve to account for the queſtion of Reform not being mixed 
vith that which was the ſubje& of their immediate conſideration. 
The purpoſe of the meeting is neceffarily ſpecified in the requiſition 
the Sheriff; and if any other buſineſs was attempted to be brought 


This Has actually been experienced; for, at a meeting of a very 
reſpeable county in Ireland, the county of Antrim, after the im- 


Catholic emancipation and Reform, a motion was made for thanks 

to Earl Moira and myſelf, on account of the ſteps that we had taken 

0 turn the attention of Government to the critical ſtate of that 

linglom; a pretty unequivocal proof that the freeholders of that 

bat and reſpectable county did not conſider our proceedings as an 

nterterence with the independent Legiſlature of the fiſter kingdom. 
| 4M 2 


demonſtration the political doctrine with which he commenced his 


PM mw P 5 
n 


forward, the Sheriff would have the power of diſperfing the meeting. 
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mediate buſineſs for which they were aſſembled was tranſacted, that 
a petition for the diſmiſſal of His Majeſty's Miniſters, and of 
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But what was the conduct of the Sheriff on the occaſion? I d 
not at all complain of it as wrong, becauſe I think that buſineſs 
ought always to be previouſly announced, but it ſerves to ſhew the 
power of the Sheriff in ſuch eaſe. The Sheriff declared that he 
could not put the queſtion, though he had perſonally no objection to 


. ws Hi as 


it, becauſe it did not make a part of the buſineſs mentioned in the | 
requifition. Now, Sir, this is only an example to prove, that, how- t 
ever well diſpoſed to Parliamentary Reform, the people could not c 
with propriety introduce the matter into the petitions agreed upon 8 
by meetings called for a different purpoſe. Their ſilence upon the 0 
ſubject is no proof either way. The right honourable gentleman lc 
will not propheſy, that becauſe petitions have not come up, petitions: fc 
will not come. It was, perhaps, a prudent reſolution to think of ri 
one ſubject only at a time; perhaps they thought that the ſureſt, be 
if not the only, way to accompliſh a Reform in the repreſentation, m 
was to procure the removal of thoſe Miniſters who had abandoned de 


the meaſure. But granting even the fact, that the country does not 
now call for this Reform —a fact which, however, I deny is the 
country in ſuch a ſituation as to make it improbable that the uni- 
verſal demand of a Parliamentary Reform, which has burſt from the 
people of Ireland, will not be ſpeedily communicated by ſympathy 
to the people of England? When I ſee that the treatment which 
the people of Ireland have received upon this ſubject, has exaſperated 
theit minds to ſuch a degree as to throw the whole of that kingdom 
into confuſion, and that we have daily to dread the danger of actual 
inſurrection, ſhall I not take meaſures to prevent the riſe of a paſ- 
fion that may ſwell into equal tumult * The nearneſs of the two 
countries, the ſympathetic-intereſt, the ſimilarity, of language, of 
Conſtitution, and almoſt of ſuffering, make it probable that the 
one nation will catch the diſeafe of the other, unleſs we interpoſed | 
4 ſeaſonable cure, or rather preventive of the malady. Is it net 
deſirable, in a noment of ſuch agitation, and on the eve of ſuch 2 
criſis as we arc likely to encounter? It is wiſdom, it is prudence, 
to erect a ſtandard around which all the patriotiſm and the mode- 
ration of the' kingdom may rally, and the Government may be 
ſtrengthened againſt the violence of the few by the countenance and 
ſupport of the many. If it be true, as we have been taught to be- 
' Hive by our anceſtors, that that Government is the ſtrongeſt whoſe 
baſis is the broadeſt, it muſt be conceded to me, that a prudent ex- 
tenſion of the repreſentative ſyſtem is a ſalutary mean of widening 
the foundations of the fabric of the Britiſh Government. Ibe 
right honourable gentleman ſpeaks of the ſtrength of Government 
What ſymptom of ſtrength does it exhibit ? Is it the cordiality df 
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all the branches of the national force? Is it the harmony that hap- 
pily reigns in all the departments of the Executive Power? ls it the 
reciprocal affection that ſubſiſts between the Government and the 
people ? Is it in the energy with which the people are eager and alert 
to carry into execution the meaſures of the Adminiſtration, from the 
heart-felt conviction that they are founded in wiſdom, favourable to 
their own freedom, and calculated for national happineſs ? Is it be- 


cauſe our reſources are flouriſhing and untouched, becauſe our vi- 


gour is undiminiſhed, becauſe our ſpirit is animated by ſucceſs, and 
our courage by our glory? Is it becauſe Government have in a peri- 
lous ſituation, when they have been obliged to call upon the country 
for ſacrifices, ſhewn a conciliating tenderneſs and regard for the 
rights of the people, as well as a marked diſintereſtedneſs and for- 
bearance on their own parts, by which they have, in an exemplary 


manner, made their own economy to keep pace with the increaſed 


demands for the public ſervice ; and have they by theſe means ſe- 
cured to the Government the confidence, the affection, the genero- 
fity, and the ſpirit of the pchple? Are theſe the {ources of the 
ſtrength of Government? I forbear, Sir, to puſh the inquiry 
[ forbear to allude more particularly to ſymptoms which no man can 
contemplate at chis moment without grief and diſmay. It is not 
the declarations of right honourable gentlemen that conſtitute the 
ſtrength of a Government. You may deccive yourſelves by lofty 
and vain language, but you yourſelves will be the only dupes. That 


Government alone is ſtrong that has the hearts of the people; and 
will any man contend that we ſhould not be more likely to add 
ſtrength to the ſtate, if we were to extend the baſis of the popular” 


repreſentation Bu ould not a Houſe of Commons, freely elected, 
and that was it truth the repreſentative of the people, in ſupporting 
the Adminiſtration of the Crown, be more likely to conciliate and 
to inſure the ſupport of the people? If this be true in the abſtract, 
it is certainly our peculiar duty to look for this ſupport in the hour 
of difficulty. What man who foreſees a hurricane is not deſirous of 
ſtrengthening his houſe? If he conceives it to be incapable of ſtanding 
the ſtorm, he fortifies it by buttreſſes, and takes every precaution 
which prudence and foreſight can ſuggeſt. Shall nations alone be 
blind to the dictates of reaſon, and fit ſupine on the approath of the 
tempeſt ? Let us not, Sir, be deterred from this act of prudence by 


the falſe repreſentations that are made to us, or the falſe deduQtions 


that are drawn from the recent occurrences of the world. I do not 
care for miſrepreſentation, and I do not ſcruple to give my opinion 


on thoſe occurrences with freedom. France is the phantom that is 
conſtantly held out to terrify us from our purpoſe. Look at France; - 
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it will not be denied but that ſhe ſtands on the broad baſis of free 
repreſentation. Whatever other views the Government of France 
may exhibit, and which may afford juſt alarm to other nations, it 
cannot be denied that her repreſentative ſyſtem has proved itſelf ca- 
pable of vigorous exertion. It canrot be dented but that it has given 
her in truth gigantic ſtrength. We feel it too ſenſibly, Europe teels 
it too ſenſibly, for denial. 
Now, Sir, though I do not wiſh you to imitate France, and 
though I am perſuaded you have no neceſſity for any terror of ſuch 
imitation being forced upon you, vet I ſay that you ought to take 
example of what is good in it. I fay, that you ought to be as ready 
to adopt the virtues, as you are ſteady in averting from the country, 
the vices of France. I fay, Sir, that if it is demonſtrated beyond 
the power of ſubterfuge to queſtion, that genuine repreſentation 
alone can give ſolid power, and that in order to make Government 
ſtrong, the People mult make the government; I ſay, that you ought 
to act on this grand maxim of political wiſdom thus demonſtrated, 
and call in the People, according to the original principles of your 
ſyſtem, to the ſtrength of your Government. I fay, that in doing 
this you will not innovate, you will not imitate, you will only re- 
cur to the true path of the-Conſtitution of England. In making 
the People of England a conſtituent part of the Government of 
England, you do no more than reſtore the genuine edifice defigned 
and framed by our ancoſtors. An honourable Baronet ſpoke of the 
inſtability of democracies, and ſays, that hiſtory does not give us the 
example of one that has laſted eighty years. Sir, I am not ſpeak- 
ing of pure democracies, and therefore his alluſion does not apply to 
my argument. Eighty years, however, of peace and repoſe would 
be pretty, well for any people to enjoy, and would be no bad recom- 
mendation of a pure democracy. I am very ready, however, to 
agree with the honourable Baronet, that, according to the experi- 
ence of hiſtory, the antient democracies of the world were vicious 
and objectionable on many accounts; their inſtability, their in- 
juſtice, and many other vices, cannot be overlooked ; but, ſurely, 
when we turn to the antient democracies of Greece, when we fee 
them in all the ſplendour of arts and of arms, when we ſee how they 
arouſed and invigorated genius, and to what an elevation they car- 
ried the powers of man, it cannot be denied that, however vicious 
on the ſcore of ingratitude, of | injuſtice, they were, at leaſt, the 
pregnant and never-failing ſource of national ſtrength, and that in 
particular they brought forth and afforded this ſtrength in a peculiar 
manner in the moment of difficulty and diſtreſs. When we look 
at the democracies of the antient world, we are compelled to aC- 
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knowledge their oppreſſions to their dependencies, their horrible acts 
of injuſtice and of ingratitude to their own citizens; but they com- 
pel us alſo to admiration by their vigour, their conſtancy, their 
ſpirit, and their exertions in every great emergency in which they 
are called upon to act. We are compelled to own, that it gives a 
power, of which no other form of government is capable. Why? 
Becauſe it incorporates every man with the State, becauſe it arouſes 
every thing that belongs to the ſoul, as well as to the body of man. 
Becauſe it makes every individual creature fee} that he is fighting 
for himſelf, and not for another ; that it is his own cauſe, his own 
ſafety, his own concern, his own dignity on the face of the earth, 
and his own intereſt on the identical foil which he has to maintain ; 
and accordingly we find, that whatever may be aſcribed, that what- 
ever may be objected to them on account of the turbulency of the 
paſſions which they engender, their ſhort duration, and their diſguſt- 
ing vices, they have exacted from the common ſuffrage of mankind 
the palm of ſtrength. and vigour. Who that reads the hiſtory of 
the Perlian war what boy, whoſe heart is warmed by the grand 
and ſublime actions which the democratic ſpirit produced, does not 
find in this principle the key to all the wonders which were 
achieved at Thermopylze and elſewhere, and of which the recent 
and marvellous acts of the French people are pregnant examples ? 
He ſees that the principle of liberty only could create the ſublime 
and irreſiſtible emotion; and it is in vain to deny, from the ſtrik- 
ng illuſtration that our own times have given, that the principle is 
eternal, and that it belongs to the heart of man. Shall we then 
cfuſe to take the benefit of this invigorating principle? Shall we 
refuſe to take the benefit which the wiſdom of our anceſtors reſolved 
that it ſhould confer on the Britiſh Conſtitution * With the know- 
ledge that it can be reinfuſed into our ſyſtem without violence, 
vithout diſturbing any one of its parts, are we become ſo inert, ſo 
terrified, or ſo ſtupid, as to heſitate for one hour to reſtore ourſelves 
to the health which it would be ſure to give? When we ſee the 
giant power that it confers upon others, we ought not to withhold-it 
from Great Britain. How long is it ſince we were told in this 
Houſe that France was a blank in the map of Europe, and that ſhe 
lay an eaſy prey to any power that might be diſpoſed to divide and 
Plunder her? Yet we ſee that, by the mere force and ſpirit of this 
pnnciple, France has brought all Europe to her feet. Without diſ- 
guiling the vices of France, without overlooking the horrors that 
have been committed, and that have tarniſhed the glory of the 
Revolution, it cannot be denied that they have exemplified the doc- 
dine, that if you wiſh for power you muſt look to liberty. If ever 
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[Commong, 1 
there was a moment when this maxim ought to be dear to us, it i; 
the preſent. We have tried all other means; we have had re. the 
courſe to every ſtratagem that artifice, that influence, that cunning __ 
could ſuggeſt ; we have addreſſed ourſelves to all the baſe paſſions In 
of the nation; we have addreſſed ourſelves to pride, to avarice, to Cr. 
fear ; we have awakened all the intereſted emotions; we have em. eled 
Ployed every thing that flattery, every thing that addreſs, every Seo 
thing that priviJege could effect; we have tried to terrify them into C0 
exertion, and all has been unequal to our emergency. Let us try (Mr 
them by the only means which experience demonſtrates to be in- * 
vincible ; let us addreſs ourſelves to their love; let us identify * 
them with ourſelves ; let us make it their own cauſe as well as nod 
ours! To induce them to come forward in ſupport of the State, fubj 
let us make them a part of the State, and this they become the 
very inſtant you give them a Houſe of Commons that is the faith- 28 
ful organ of their will; then, Sir, when you have made them be- leeds 
lieve and feel that there can be but one intereſt in the country, you dem 
will never call upon them in vain for exertion. Can this be the 9 
eaſe as the Houſe of Commons is now conſtituted? Can they think * 
ſo if they review the Adminiſtration of the right honourable gentle- A 
man, every part of which muſt convince them, that the preſent re- be 
preſentation is a mockery and a ſhadow ? I ſhall not trouble you, 9 
Sir, with going over the whole of that ſeries of diſaſtrous meaſures * 
that have forced upon the country the impreſſion that the Houſe of 11 
Commons has loſt its efficacy in the ſyſtem of Government. But ay 
let us look back to the very ſingular eircumſtances under which the 3 
right honourable gentleman came into power: from this we ſhall "dy 
fee in what eſtimation the Houſe of Commons is held, even by Go- * 
vernment itſelf, when it does not ſuit their purpoſe to extol it as the * 
repreſentative of the People. The right honourable gentleman G o4 
came into power againſt the ſenſe of the majority of the then Houſe * 
of Commons; and, armed with all the corrupt power of the * E 
Crown, he ſtood, and ſucceſsfully reſiſted the power of the ap 
Houſe of Commons. He declared, that it was not the repreſenta- * 
tive of the People, that it did not ſpeak the ſenſe of the Nation, and * fy 
he derided its weakneſs and inefficiency. What is the doctrine 8. 
that this conduct in 1784 promulgated? That the Houſe of 4 
Commons, ſo long as it obeys the will of the Miniſter, fo long s . wk 
it grants every thing which he demands, ſo long as it ſupports ever) Noble, 
meaſure which he brings forward; is the genuine repreſentative te G, 
the country —ſo long it is powerful and omnipotent—but the mo Bl the 
ment that a Houſe of Commons preſumes to be the cenſor of govern- Mi olo 
ment the moment that it aſſumes the eharacter of diffidence and MA & 


oppoſition, from that inſtant it ceaſes to have power or authority in 
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the kingdom — it then becomes a ſtraw which the Miniſter can puff 


away with a breath: this he did, and completed his triumph! 
Since that time, who will ſay that the corrupt influence of the 
Crown has not made enormous ſtrides in deſtroying the power of 
election? Since that time, four-fifths of the election franchiſes of 
deotland, and Cornwall particularly, have paſſed into the hands of 
Government; and the prediction which an honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Burke) then made upon the occaſion has been literally fulfilled 
no Houſe of Commons has been ſince found ſtrong enough to 
oppoſe the Miniſters of the Crown. It has been ſaid, that that pe- 
riod was not proper to be taken as a teſt of the public ſpirit on the 
ſubject of repreſentation ; that it was a moment of national proſpe- 
ity, and that nothing can be . decided for or againſt repreſenta- 
tion by that precedent. It was, however, in that moment that the 
ſeeds of rottenneſs and diffulation were ſown. I thought I ſaw 
them at the time, and I have been. confirmed in my obſervation by 
every thing that has occurred fince. ] paſs over all the period be- 
tween that time up to the preſent war, not becauſe it is not fruitful 
of examples, but becauſe Ido not with to treſspaſs upon your time. 
The prefent war, ſay Miniiters, was popular in its commence- 
ment; the ſame was ſaid of the commencement of the American 
war. I will not ſtop to inquire into the truth of the aſſertion, 
f though it is at leaſt doubtful; I will not deny that, through the 
atiul machinations. of Government, a clamour was excited of the 


x intereſted, which, Miniſters called the voice of the Nation. What- 
a1 der may have been the caſe, however, in the outſet of the two 
* wars, the progreſs in the public opinion has been the ſame in both: 
he and J aver, that as in the American war the public opinion had 
2 changed, though no change was produced by the general election of 
15 1730; ſo now I aver that, fur the laſt two years, the preſent war 


has been univerſally unpopular in England, though it has not made 
is voice to be heard by the choice of repreſentatives. Though the 
general election has not produced a change of men, yet he muſt be 


don dic not afford a ſtriking proof of a change in the ſentiments: of 
the people z. for what was the conduct of the candidates in populous 
Pates on the two. fides ? 
de made it our claim, and our appeal to the eonfidence of the 
Kople, that we had reſiſted every one of the meaſures by which 
the Government has. brought us into our preſent; condition. What 
= the conduct of the candidates on the other fide ? It confiſted 

Fologies for their paſt offence of ſupporting the war; it con- 
Wed of whi ing and canting explanations, in deſcriptions of alarms, 
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a dull obſerver of the public mind who ſays, that the general elec. - 


We boaſted of having oppoſed the war; 
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and not unfrequently in miſrepreſentations of facts. Such was the 
feeling conveyed by the general election: it ſerved to convince every 
obſerving man, that if the repreſentative ſyſtem had been perfcg, 
or the practice pure, the new Parliament would have decidedly 
voted againſt the continuance of the war. Seeing, then, the con. 
duct they. have purſued, can the people have confidence in this 
Houſe? Can they have confidence in a Houſe that has given 
their countenance to miſrepreſentation through the whole courſe of 
the. war? Suppoſe the people were to look for the hiſtory of the 
events that have happened in this war, and for the condition of the 
country, to the King's ſpeeches from the Throne, and to the ad- 
dreſſes of the two Houſes of Parliament; they would ſee that al- 
molt in every inſtance His Majeſty has declared from the Throre, 
and the Houſe of Commons has replied in humble addreſſes, that 
our proſpects were improved, and that the country was flouriſhing 
and proſperous. Look at all the King's ſpeeches and addrefles fince 
the year 1793, and you will find that this is their general tone and 
language. And yet this is the Houſe of Commons in which the Ar 
people of England are to have confidence! Amidſt all the failures 
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and ſufferings which they have had to deplore, and in their preſent * 

; condition of dreadful and unparalleled calamity, they are called * 

K upon to truſt to a Houſe of Commons, that aſſures them ther * 

| proſpects and their ſituation have been gradually improving fine oof 

þ the year 1793! | 1 

1 There has been, at different times, a great deal of diſpute about he 

1 virtual repreſentation. Sir, I am no great advocate for thele nice "4 
* | ſubtilties and ſpecial pleadings on the Conſtitution ; much depends _ 

IH upon appearance as well as reality. I know well that a popular me 

body of five hundred and fifty- eight gentlemen, if truly independent 4 

1 of the Crown, would be a ſtrong barrier to the people; but the 1 

4 Houſe of Commons ſhould not only be, but appear to be, the fr a 

Þ preſentative of the people: the ſyſtem ſhould ſatisfy the prejucics No: 
4 and the pride, as well as the reaſon of the people; and you ner but 

can expect to give the juſt impreſſion which a Houſe of Com prop 

mons ought to make on the people, until you derive it unequive "a 

cally from them. It is aſked, why gentlemen who were againſt a carri 

Parliamentary Reform on former occaſions ſhould vote for it noy bow 

Ten years ago men might reaſonably object to any reform of tt degra 

ſyſtem, who ought now, in my opinion, to be governed by mot” does: 

chat are irreſiſtible in its favour. They might look back win 1 

ſomething like ſatisfaddion and triumph to former Parliaments, heady 

conſole. themſelves with the reflection, that though in moments the pt 


an ordinary kind, in the common courſe of human events, Pail 
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ment might abate from its vigilance, and give a greater degree of 


confidence than was ſtrictly conformable with repreſentative duty 


yet there was a point beyond which no artifice of power, no influ- 
ence of corruption, could carry them; that there were barriers in 
the Britiſh Conſtitution over which the Houſe of Commons never 
would leap, and that the moment of danger and alarm would be 
the ſignal for the return of Parliament to its poſt. Such might 
have been the reaſoning of gentlemen on the experience of former 
Parliaments, and with this rooted truſt in the latent efficacy of Par- 
liament, they might have objected to any attempt that ſhould give 
ſcope to views, or cheriſh hopes of a change in the ſyſtem itſelf ; 
but what will the ſame gentlemen fay after the experience of the 
laſt and the preſent Parliament? What dependence, what truſt, 
what reliance, can they have for any one veſtige of the Conſtitution 
that is yet left to us? Or rather, what privilege, what right, what 
ſecurity, has not been already violated ? X | 
% === uiid intactum nefaſti liguimus? 
And ſeeing that in no one inſtance have they heſitated to go the full 
length of every outrage that was conceived by the Miniſter that 
they have been touched by no ſeruples - deterred by no ſenſe of 
duty —corrected by no experience of calamity - checked by no ad- 
monition or remonſtrance - that they have never made out a ſingle 
caſe of inquiry that they have never interpoſed a fingle reſtraint 
upon abuſe, may not gentlemen conſiſtently feel that the Reform 
which they previouſly thought unneceffary is now indiſpenſable ? We 
have heard to-day, Sir, all the old arguments about honour on the 
one ſide being as likely as honour on the other; and that there are 
good men on both ſides of the Houſe ; that a man may be a mem- 
ber for a cloſe borough upon the one fide of the Houſe as well as 
upon the other ; and that he may be a good men, fit where he may 
—all this, Sir, is very idle language; it is not the queſtion at iſſue. 
No man diſputes the exiſtence of private and individual integrity ; 
but, Sir, this is not repreſentation: if a man comes here as the 
proprietor of a burgage tenure, he does not come here as the repre- 
ſentative of the people. The whole of this ſyſtem, as it is now 
Carried on, is as outrageous to mcrality, as it is pernicious to juſt 
bovernment ; it gives a ſcandal to our character, which not merely 
degrades the Houſe of Commons in the eyes of the people, but it 
more, it undermines the very principles of interity in their 
and gives a faſhion to diſhoneſty and impoſture. They 


heat'of a perſon giving or receiving four or five thouſand pounds as 
the purchaſe-· money of a ſeat for a cloſe borough ; and they hear the 
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be neceſſary if the plan of repreſentation were ſufficient. But, Sit 


644 PARLIAMENTARY [Couuonxs. 


very man, who received and put into his pocket the money, make a 


loud, a vehement ſpeech in this Houſe againſt bribery ; and they a 
ſee him, perhaps, move for the commitment to priſon of a poor, un- 4 
fortunate wretch at your bar, who has been convicted in taking a K 
fingle guinea for his vote in the very borough, perhaps, where he fi 
had publicly and unbluſhin2ly ſold his influence, though that miſe. | Ia 
Table guinea was neceſſary to fave a family from ſtarving, under the to 
horrors of a war which he had contributed to bring upon the u 
country! Sir, theſe are things that paralyſe you to the heart; theſe ne 
are the things that vitiate the v hole ſyſtem, that ſpread degeneracy, he 
Hypocriſy, and fordid fraud, over the country, and take from us the Bu 
Energies of virtue, and ſap the foundations of patriotiſm and ſpirit, ve 
The ſyſtem that encourages ſo much vice ought to be put an end to; th: 
and it is no argument that, becauſe it laſted a long time without it 1 
miſchief, it ought now to be continued, when it is found to be per- the 
nicious ; it is ariſen to a height that defeats the very end of govern- he: 
ment; it muſt fink under its own weakneſs. And this, Sir, is not as 1 


a caſe peculiar to itſelf, but is inſeparable from all human inſtitu- 
tions. All the writers of eminence upon forms of governments 
Have ſaid, that, in order to. piclerve them, frequent recurrence mult 
be had to their original principle. This is the opinion of Monteſ- 
guicu, as well as of Machiavel. Gentlemen will not be inclined 
to diſpute the authority of the latter on this point at leaſt ; and he 
fays, that without this recurrence they grow out of ſhape, and de- 
viate from their general form. It is only by recurring to former 
principles that any government can be kept pure and unabuſed. But, 
ſay, gentlemen, if any abuſes have crept into our ſyſtem, have we 
not a correQive, whoſe efficacy has been proved, and of which every 
body approves? Have we not Mr. Grenville's bill as an amend- 
ment to the Conſtitution? An amendment it is; an amencment 
which acknowledges the deficiency. It is an avowal of a detective 
practice. It is a ſtrong argument for a Reform, becauſe it would not 


there is a lumping conſideration, if I may be allowed the phrate, 
which now more than ever ought to make cvery man a convert 10 
Parliamentary Reform; there is an annual revenue of twenty- 
three millions ſterling collected by the Exccutive Government from 
the People. Here, Sir, is the deſpot of election; here is the nes 
power that has grown up to magnitude; that bears down before ! 
every defenſive barrier eſtabliſhed by our anceſtors for the protection 
of the people. They had no ſuch tyrant to control, they had 10 
ſuch enemy to oppoſe. Againſt every thing which was known, 
againſt every thing that was ſeen, they did provide; but it did not 
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enter into the contemplation of thoſe who eſtabliſhed the checks 
and barriers of our ſyſtem, that they would ever have to ſtand 
z-ainſt a revenue of twenty-three millions a year. The whole 
landed rental of the kingdom is not eſtimated at more than twenty- 
five millions a year, and this rental is divided and diſperſed over a 
large body, who cannot be ſuppoſed to act in concert, or to give 
to their power the force of combination and unity ; but even if all 
united, organized, and exerted, has it not now to oppoſe a power 
nearly equal to itſelf in one hand, in a hand that has all the means of 
hoſtility prepared, and all the reſources for action in full activity? 
But it is ſaid, that though the Government is in the receipt of a re- 
venue of twenty-three millions a ycar, it has not the expenditure of 
that ſum, and that its influence ought not to be calculated from what 
it receives, but what it has to pay away. I ſubmit, however, to 
the good ſenſe and to the perſonal experience of gentlemen who 
hear me, if it be not a manifeſt truth that influence depends almoſt 
as much upon what they have to receive, as upon what they have to 


pay ; whether it does not proceed as much from the ſubmiſſion of - 


the dependant who has a debt to pay, as on the gratitude of the 
perſon whoſe attachment they reward? And if this be true, in the 
influence which individuals derive from the rentals of their eſtates, 
and from the expenditure of that rental, how much more ſo it is 
true of Government, who, both in the receipt and expenditure of 
this enormous revenue, are actuated by one invariable principle, that 
of extending or withholding favour in exact proportion to the ſub- 
miſſion or reſiſtance to their meaſures which the individuals make ? 
Compare this revenue, then, with that againſt which our anceſtors 
were ſo anxious to protect us, and compare this revenue with all 
the bulwarks of our Conſtitution in preceding times, and you muſt 


knowledge, that though thoſe bulwarks were ſufficient to protect 
us in the days of King William and Queen Anne, they are not 
equal to the enemy we have now to reſiſt. But it is ſaid, What 


will this reform for us? will it be a taliſman ſufficient to retrieve 
all the misfortunes which we have incurred? I am free to ſay, that 
it would not be ſufficient unleſs it led to reforms of ſubſtantial ex- 
pence, and to reform of all the abuſes that have crept into our Go- 
vernment. But at the ſame time I think it would do this, I think 
t would give us the chance, as I ſaid before, of recovery. It would 
8Ive us, in the firſt place, a Parliament vigilant and ſcrupulous, and 
that would inſure to us a Government active and economical. It 
would prepare the way for every rational improvement, of which, 
without diſturbing the parts, our Conſtitution is ſuſceptible. - It 
would do more; it would open the way for exertions infinitely 
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more extenfive than all that we have hitherto made. The right 
honourable gentleman ſays, that we have made exertions. True: 
but what are they in compariſon to our neceſſity ? and yet they 
have ſunk us into decrepitude, and threaten us with convulfion, [ 
wiſh you to be reſtored to a vigour that ſhall make you equal to your 
emergency. But the right honourable gentleman ſays, that when 
we conſider our comparative ſituation with that of countries who 
have taken another line of conduct in the preſent ſtate of the world, 
we ought to rejoice ; and that our ſituation is infinitely ſuperior to 
thoſe who have not purſued the ſame route. I confeſs, Sir, that! 
am very much at a loſs to conceive what country the right honour. 
able gentleman has in view in this compariſon. Does he mean to 
aſſert, that the nations who preferred the line of neutrality to that of 
war have fallen into a ſeverer calamity than vurſel ves, and the other 
powers who have embraced the politics of the right honourable gen- 
tleman? Does he mean to ſay, that Sweden, or that Denmark, has 
ſuffered more by obſerving an imprudent neuirality, than England 
or Auſtria by wiſely plunging themſelves into a war? Or does he 
mean to infinuate that Pruſſia has been the vidtim of its impolicy, 
in getting out of the conflict on the firſt occaſion? If this be the 
interpretation of the right honourable gentleman's argument, I do 
not believe that he will get many perſons to ſubſcribe to the juſtice 
of his compariſon. But probably he alludes to the fate of Hol- 
land: if this be the object to which he wiſhes to turn our eyes, he 
does it unjuſtly. Holland acted under the deſpotie mandate of thai 
right honourable gentleman ; and Holland, whatever ſhe has ſut- 
fered—whatever may be her preſent ſituation—lays her calamities 
to the charge of England. I cannot, then, admit of the argument, 
that our ſituation is comparatively better than that of the nations 
who altogether kept out of the war, or, being drawn into it in the 
Firſt inſtance, corrected their error, and reſtored to themſelves the 
bleſſings of peace. | 
I have detained you, Sir, thus long in replying to the arguments 
which have been advanced at different times againſt the Reform of 
Parliament as a general meaſure of policy. I come now to conſider 
the ſpecific propoſition of my honourable friend, and the arguments 
that has been brought againſt it in particular. Let me premiſe, that 
however averſe gentlemen may be to any ſpecific propoſition of Re- 
form, if they are friendly to the principle, they ought to vote for the 
queſtion, becauſe it is merely a motion for leave to bring in 4 bil 
which would be printed in order to give time for deliberate diſcuſſion. 
An oppoſition to ſuch a motion comes with a very ill grace from 
the right honourable gentleman ; it contradicts his own conduct, i 
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contradicts the policy for which he ſtrenuouſly argued. In the year 
1785 he moved for leave to bring in a bill on a ſpecific plan, and 
he fairly called for the ſupport of all thoſe who approved of the prin- 
ciple of Reform, whatever might be the latitude of their ideas on 
the ſubject; whether they wiſhed for more or leſs than his propoſi- 
tion, he thought that they ſhould agree to the introduction of the 
bill, that it might be freely diſcuſſed in the Committee, in hopes 
that the united wiſdom of the Houſe might ſhape out ſomething, 
that would be generally acceptable. Upon this candid argument I, 
for one, acted. I did not approve of his ſpecific propoſition, and 
yet I voted with him for leave to bring in the bill. And this, Sir, 
has generally happened to me on all the former occafions, when 
propoſitions have been made. Though I have conſtantly been a 
friend to the principle, I have never before ſeen a ſpecific plan that 
had my cordial approbation. That which came neareſt, and of 
which 1 the leaſt diſapproved, was the plan of an honourable gen- 
tleman who is now no more (Mr. Flood): he was the firſt perſon 
who ſuggeſted the idea of extending what might be proper to add 
to repreſentation, to houſe-keepers, as to a deſcription of perſons the 


e beſt calculated to give efficacy to the repreſentative ſyſtem. My 
0 honourable f:iend's plan, built upon this idea, is an improvement of 
e it, fince it is not an attempt even to vary the form and outline, much 
|- leſs to new- model the repreſentation of the people; it keeps every 
e thing in its place; it neither varies the number, nor changes the 
g name, nor diverts the courſe of any part of our ſyſtem; it corrects 
f. 


without change; it extends without deſtruction of any eſtabliſhed 
right ; it reſtores ſimply what has been injured by abuſe, and re- 
inſtates what time has mouldered away; no man can have a right 
to complain of genuine property affailed ; no habit even; no mode 
ef thinking, no prejudice, will be wounded ; it traces back the 

path of the Conſtitution from which we have wandered, but it runs 
out into ho new direction. A noble Lord ſays, that the county 
repreſentation muſt be good, that it muſt be approved of; be it ſo: 
this propoſes to leave the county repreſentation where it is ; I wiſh 
bo to leave it. I think that repreſentation ought to be of a com- 
pound nature. The counties may be conſidered as territorial re- 
preſentation, as contradiſtinguiſhed from popular ; but, in order to 
embrace all that I think neceſſary, I certainly would not approve of 
ay farther extenſion of this branch of the repreſentation, It has 
been alked, whether the rights of Corporations ought not to be 
maintained ? that is a matter for farther diſcuſſion ; I have no he- 
tation in laying, my opinion leads the other way; but if it ſhould 
& thought ſo, it may be ſo modified in the bill. Thero is no reaſon- 
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able objection to its introduction on account of our not now agreeing 


with all its parts. My honourable friend, with all his abilities, 
and all the induſtry with which he has digeſted his propoſition, does 
not preſume to offer it to you as a perfect plan, nor call upon vou 
to ſubſcribe to it with implicit faith. He does not call upon vou 
to adopt all his notions, nor does he think that every part of is 
plan will be found to quadrate with the abftra& principles of repre- 
ſentation ; he looks to what is practicable in the condition in which 
we are placed, not to what a new people might be tempted to 
hazard. My opinion, however unimportant it may be, goes with 
the honourable gentleman. I think that there is enough of enter- 
prize and vigour in the plan to reſtore us to health, and not enough 
to run us into diforder. I agree with him, becauſe J am firmly 
of opinion with all the philoſophical writers on the ſubject, that 
when a country is ſunk into a ſituation of apathy and abuſe, it can 
only be recovered by recurring to its firſt principles. 

Now, Sir, I think that acting on this footing, to extend the right 
of election to houſekeepers, is the beſt and moſt adviſeable plan of 
Reform ; I think alſo, that it is the moſt perfect recurrence to firſt 
principles ; I do not mean to the firſt principles of fociety, nor the 
abſtract principles of repreſentation, but to the firſt known and re- 
corded principles of our Conſtitution. According to the early hil- 
tory of England, and the higheſt authorities on our Parliamentary 
Conſtitution, I find this to be the caſe. It is the opinion of the 
celebrated Glanville, that in all caſes where no particular right in- 
tervenes, the common-law right of paying ſcot and lot was the right 
of election in the land; this, Sir, was the opinion of Serjeant 


- Glanville, and of one of the moſt celebrated Committees of which 


our parliamentary hiſtory has to boaſt, and this, in my opinion, is 
the ſafeſt line of conduR you can adopt. But it is ſaid, that extend- 
ing the right of voting to houſekeepers may, in ſome reſpects, be 
compared to univerſal ſuffrage. I have always deprecated uni- 
verſal ſuffrage, not ſo much on account of the confuſion to which 
it would lead, as becauſe I think that we ſhould in reality loſe the 
very object which we deſire to obtain; becauſe I think it would in 
its nature embarraſs and prevent the deliberative voice of the coun- 
try from being heard. I do not think that you augment and mul- 
tiply the deliberative body of the people by counting all the heads, 
but that in truth you confer on individuals, by this means, the power 
of drawing forth numbers, who, without deliberation, would impli- 
eitly act upon their will. My opinion is, that the beſt plan of re- 
preſentation is that which ſhall bring into activity the greateſt num- 
der of independent voters, and that that is defeRtive which would 
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bring forth thoſe whoſe ſituation and condition takes from them the 
wer of deliberation. I can have no conception of that being a 
plan of election which ſhould enable individuals to bring re- 
giments to the poll. I hope gentlemen will not ſmile if I endeavour 
to illuſtrate my poſition by referring to the example of the other ſex. 
In all the theories and projects of the moſt abſurd ſpeculation, it 
has never been ſuggeſted that it would be adviſeable to extend the 
elective ſuffrage to the female ſex, and yet, juſtly reſpecting, as we 
muſt do, the mental powers, the acquirements, the diſcrimination, 
and the talents of the women of England, in the preſent improved 
ſtate of ſociety—knowing the opportunities which they have for ac- 


quiring knowledge—that they have intereſts as dear and as important 


as our own, it muſt be the genuine feeling of every gentleman who 
hears me, that all the ſuperior claſſes of the female ſex of England 
muſt be more capable of exerciſing the elective ſuffrage with deli- 
beration and propriety than the uninformed individuals of the loweſt 
daſs of men to whom the advocates of univerſal ſuffrage would ex- 
tend it ; and yet, why has it never been imagined that the right of 
election ſhould be extended to women? Why, but becauſe by the 
law of nations, and perhaps alſo by the law of nature, that ſex is 
dependent on ours : and becauſe, therefore, their voices would be 
governed by the relation in which they ſtand in ſociety? Therefore 
it is, Sir, that with the exceptions of companies, in which the right 
of voting merely affects property, it has never been in the contem- 
plation of the moſt abſurd theoriſts to extend the elective franchiſe 
tothe ſex. The deſideratum to be obtained, is independent voters, and 
that, I ſay, would be a defeRive ſyſtem that ſhould bring regiments 
of ſoldiers, of ſervants, and of perſons whoſe low condition neceſ- 
larily curbed the independence of their minds. That, then, I take 
to be the moſt perfect ſyſtem which ſhall include the greateſt num- 
ber of independent electors, and exclude the greateſt number of 
thoſe who are neceſſarily by their condition dependent. I think 
that the plan of my honourable friend draws this line as diſcreetly 
it can be drawn, and it by no means approaches to univerſal ſuf- 
rage. It would neither admit, except in particular inſtances, ſol- 
diers nor ſervants. Univerſal ſuffrage would extend the right to 
three millions of men, but there are not more than ſeven hundred 
thouſand houſes that would come within the plan of my honourable 
friend; and when it is conſidered that out of theſe ſome are the pro- 
perty of minors, and that ſome perſons have two or more houſes, it 
would fix the number of voters for Great Britain at fix hundred 
ouſand ; and I call upon gentlemen to ſay, whether this would 


dot be ſufficiently extenſive for deliberation on the one hand, and 
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liberty, no diſeretion of his own; he is ſent here by my Lord this, 
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yet ſufficiently limited for order on the other. This has no ſimi. 
larity with univerſal ſuffrage ; and yet, taking the number of repre. 
ſentatives as they now ſtand, it would give to every Member about 


b 
fifteen hundred conſtituents. But it is ſaid, Would even this plan b 
of Reform protect us againſt the conſequences of bribery and cor- 
ruption ? I do not affect to ſay that it would ; I do not believe that 
in the preſent ſtate of ſociety we can be altogether free from this 
evil; no laws will be found ſufficient to eradicate an evil, which Y 
example has ſo banefully eftablithed. Woe have for a courſe of 
years inculcated and habituated the people to the ſordid vice, and we a 
certainly cannot wonder that a poor man ſhould not ſeruple to take l 
five guineas for his vote, when he knows that the noble Lord in his 5 
neighbourhood took four or five thouſand. But, it is to be hoped, 1 
that when this baneful encouragement is removed, the regulations 8 
that would be introduced would tend to diminiſh, if not altogether 10 
remove, the evil. Among thoſe regulations, that of ſhortening the ch 
duration of Parliaments would be one ſtrong corrective, and this,! if 
think, might be done with great convenience and facility by ihc ” 
plan upon which the elections would be made. tic 
It has often been a queſtion, both within and without theſe walls, (0 
how far repreſentatives ought to be bound by the inſtructions ot th 
their conſtituents. It is a queſtion upon which my mind is not alto- ta 
gether made up, though I own I lean to the opinion, that having to ble 
legiſſate for the empire, they ought not to be altogether guided by Pe 
inſtructions that may be dictated by local intereſts. I cannot, how- bel 
ever, approve of the very ungracious manner in which I ſometimes 7 
hear expreſſions of contempt for the opinion of conſtituents; tics 4 
are made with a very bad grace in the firſt ſeſſion of a ſeptenmia! 3p 


Parliament, particularly if they ſhould come from individuals, v1 
in the concluding ſeſſion of a former Parliament did not ſeruple to 
court the favour of the very ſame conſtituents, by declaring that 
they voted againſt their conſcience in compliance with their deſire, 
as was the caſe of an honourable Alderman of the city of London. 
But, Sir, there is one claſs of conſtituents whoſe inſtructions it & 
conſidered as the implicit duty of Members to obey. When gen- 
tlemen repreſent populous towns and cities, then it is diſputable 
whether they ought to obey their voice, or follow the dictates of 
their own conſcience ; but if they repreſent a noble Lord, or à noble 
Duke, then it becomes no longer a queſtion of doubt ; he is not 
conſidered as a man of honour who does not implicitly obey the 
orders of his ſingle conſtituent. He is to have no conſcience, M 


or the Duke of that, and if he does not obey the inſtructions he te- 
p = 
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ceives, he is not to be conſidered as a man of honour and a gentle- 
man. Such is the mode of reaſoning that prevails in this Houſe. 
[s this fair? Is there any reciprocity in this condut ? Is a gen- 
tleman to be permitted, without diſhonour, to act in oppoſition to the 
ſentiments of the city of London, of the city of Weſtminſter, or of 
Briſtol ; but if he dares to diſagree with the Duke, or Lord, or 
Baronet, whole repreſentative he is, that he muſt be conſidered as 
unfit for the ſociety of men of honour ? 

This, Sir, is the chicane and tyranny of corruption ; and this, 
at the ſame time, is called repreſentation. In a very great degree 
the country Members are held in the ſame fort of thraldom. A 
number of Peers poſſeſs an overweening intereſt in the county, and 
2 gentleman is no longer permitted to hold his ſituation than as he 
acts agreeably to the dictates of thoſe powerful families. Let us ſee 
how the whole of this ſtream of corruption has been diverted from 
the fide of the Pcople to that of the Crown ;— with what a con- 
ſtant, perſevcring art, every man who is poſſeſſed of influence in 
counties, corporations, or boroughs, that will yield to the ſolicita- 
tions of the Court, is drawn over to that phalanx which is oppoſed 
to the ſmall remnant of popular election. I have looked, Sir, to 
the machinations of the preſent Miniſter in that way, and I find 
that, including the number of additional titles, the right honoura- 
ble gentleman has made no fewer than one hundred and fifteen 
Peers in the courſe of his Adminiſtration ; that is to ſay, he has 
beſtowed no fewer than one hundred and fifteen titles, including 
new creations and elevations from one rank to another ! How many 
of theſe are to be aſcribed to national ſervices, and how many to 
parliamentary intereſt, I leave the Houſe to inquire. The country 
1s not blind to theſe arts of influence, and it is impoſſible that we 
can expect them to continue to endure them. 

A noble Lord has quoted a moſt able book on the ſubje& of the 
French Revolution, the work of Mr. Mackintoſh, and I rejoice to 
ſee that gentlemen begin now to acknowledge the merits of that 
eminent writer, and that the impreſſion that it made upon me at the 
time is now felt and acknowledged even by thoſe perſons who diſ- 
puted ics authority. The noble Lord (Hawkeſbury) has quoted 
Mr. Mackintoſh's book on account of the obſervation which he 
made on the article which relates to the French elections: he thought 
that their plan would lead to the evil of univerſal ſuſſi age. I have 
not forgot the ſarcaſms that were flung out on my approbation of this 
celebrated work; that I was told of © my new library, ſtuffed 

* Vith the Jargon of the Rights of Man :” it now appears, how- 
eher, that I did not greatly overrate this performance, and they now 
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quote Mr. Mackintoſh as an authority, who before treated him 
with ſplenetic ſcorn. Now, Sir, with all my fincere admiration of 
this book, I think the weakeſt and moſt objectionable paſſage in it, 
is that which the noble Lord has quoted ; I think it is that which the 
learned author would himſelf be the moſt deſirous to correct. With- 
ovt deſcending to minute and equivocal theories, and without inquir. 
ing farther into the Rights of Man than what is neceſſary to our pur- 
poſe, there is one poſition in which we ſhall all agree, that man has 
the right to be well governed. Now, it is obvious, that no people 
can be ſatisfied with a government from the conſtituent parts of 
which they are excluded. When we look to the kingdom of Scot. 
land, we ſee a ſtate of repreſentation ſo monſtrous and abſurd, ſo 
ridiculous and revolting, that it is good for nothing, except, perhaps, 
to be placed by the fide of the Engliſh, in order to ſet off our defee- 
tive ſyſtem, by the compariſon of one ſtill more defective. In 
Scotland there is no ſhadow even of repreſentation ; there is neither a 
repreſentation of property for the counties, nor of population for the 
towns. It is not what we underſtand in England by freeholders, 
that elect in the counties ; the right is veſted in what is called the 
fuperiorities, and it might ſo happen that all the Members for the 
counties of Scotland might come here without having the vote of a 


fingle perſon who had a foot of property in the land. This is an 


extreme caſe, but it is within the limits of their ſyſtem. In the bo- 
roughs their magiſtrates are ſelf. elected, and therefore the Members 
have notÞing to do with the population of the towns. 

Now, Sir, having ſhewn this to be the ſtate of the country and 
the ſtate of our repreſentation, I aſk you what remedy there can be 
other than Reform? What can we expect, as the neceſſary reſult 
of a ſyſtem ſo defective and vicious in all its parts, but increaſed and 
increaſing calamities, until we ſhall be driven to a convulſion that 
would overthrow every thing? If we do not apply this remedy in 
time, our fate is inevitable. Our moſt illuſtrious patriots, and the 
men whoſe memories are the deareſt to Engliſhmen, have long 290 
pointed out to us Parliamentary Reform as the only means of re- 
dreſſing national grievance. I need not inform you, that Sir George 
Saville was its moſt ſtrenuous advocate; I need not tell you that the 
venerable and illuſtrious Camden was through life a ſteady adviſer of 
ſeaſonable Reform; nay, Sir, to a certain degree we have the al- 
thority of Mr. Burke himſelf for the propriety of correcting, tht 
abuſes of our ſyſtem ; for gentlemen will remember the memorabl 
anſwer that he gave to the argument that was uſed for our right 
taxing America, on the ſcore of their being virtually repreſented; 
and that they were in the ſame ſituation as Mancheſter, Birmingi 
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and Sheffield“ What!“ faid Mr. Burke, © when the people 
« of America look up to you with the eyes of filial love and affec- 
« tion, will you turn to them the ſhameful parts of the Conſtitu- 
tion?“ With, then, the concurring teſtimony of ſo many au- 
thorities for eorrecting our abuſes, why do we heſitate? Can we 
do any harm by experiment? Can we poſſibly put ourſelves into a 
worſe condition than we are? What advantages we ſhall gain I 
know not ; I think we ſhall gain many ; I think we ſhall gain at 
leaſt the chance of warding off the evil of confufion, growing out 
of accumulated diſcontent ; I think that we ſhall ſave ourſelves 
from the evil that has fallen upon Ireland ; I think that we ſhall 
ſatisfy the moderate, and take even from the violent, if any ſuch 
there be, the power of increaſing their numbers, and of making con- 
verts to their ſchemes. This, Sir, is my ſolemn opinion, and upon 
this ground it is that I recommend with earneſtneſs and ſolicitude 
the propoſition of my honourable friend. 

And now, Sir, before I fit down, allow me to make a fingle ob- 
ſervation with reſpect to the charaQter and conduct of thoſe who 
have, in conjunction with myſelf, felt it their duty to oppoſe the pro- 
greſs of this diſaſtrous war. I hear it ſaid, You do nothing but 
« miſchief when you are here, and yet we ſhould be ſorry to ſee 
« you away.” I do not know how we ſhall be able to ſatisfy 
the gentlemen who feel towards us in this way; if we can neither 
do our duty without miſchief, nor pleaſe them with doing nothing, 
| know but of one way by which we can give them content, and 
that is, by putting an end to our exiſtence. With reſpect to myſelf, 
and I believe I can alſo ſpeak for others, I do not feel it conſiſtent 
with my duty totally to ſecede from this Houſe. I have no ſuch 
intention; but, Sir, I have no heſitation in ſaying, that after ſeeing 
the conduQ of this Houſe, after ſeeing them give to Miniſters their 
confidence and ſupport, upon convicted failure, impoſition, and inca- 
pacity ; after ſeeing them deaf and blind to the conſequences of a 
career that penetrates the hearts of all other men with alarm, and 
that neither reaſon, experience, nor duty, are ſufficiently powerful to 
influence them to oppoſe the conduct of Government, I certainly do 
think that I may devote more of my time to my private purſuits, 
and to the retirement which I love, than I have hitherto done; I 
certainly think I need not devote much of it to fruitleſs exertions, 
and to idle talk, in this Houſe. Whenever it ſhall appear that my 
efforts may contribute in any degree to reſtore us to the ſituation from 
Which the confidence of this Houſe in a deſperate ſyſtem, and an in- 
apable Adminiſtration, has ſo ſuddenly reduced us, I ſhall be found 
Rady to diſcharge my duty. 
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Sir, I have done; I have given my advice. I propoſe the re. 
medy, and fatal will it be for England if pride and prejudice much 
longer continue to oppoſe it. The remedy which is propoſed is 
ſimple, eaſy, and practicable ; it does not touch the vitals of the 
Conſtitution ; and I fincerely believe it will reſtore us to peace and 
harmony. Do you think that you muſt not come to Parliamentary 
Reform ſoon; and is it not better to come to it now when you have 
the power of deliberation, than when, perhaps, it may be extorted 
from you by convulſion ? There is as yet time to frame it with 
freedom and diſcuſſion ; it will even yet go to the People with the 
grace and favour of a ſpontaneous act. What will it be when it is 
extorted from you with indignation and violence? God forbid that 
this ſhould be the caſe, but now is the moment to prevent it; and 
now, I ſay, wiſdom and policy recommend it to you, when you may 
enter into all the conſiderations to which it leads, rather than to 


. poſtpgne it to a time when you will have nothing to conſider but 


the number and the force of thoſe who demand it. It is aſked, 
whether liberty has not gained much of late years, and whether the 


popular branch ought not, therefore, to be content? To this! 


anſwer, that if liberty has gained much, power has gained more. 
Power has been indefatigable and unwearied in its encroachments ; 
every thing has run in that direction through the whole courſe of the 
preſent reign. This was the opinion of Sir George Saville, of the 
Marquis of Rockingham, and of all the virtuous men who, in 
their public life, proved themſelves to be advocates for the right 
of the People. They ſaw and deplored the tendency of the Court; 
they ſaw that there was a determined ſpirit in the ſceret adviſers of 
the Crown to advance its power, and to encourage no Adminiltra- 
tion that ſhould not bend itſelf to that purſuit. According, 
through the whole reign, no Adminiſtration who cheriſhed notions of 
a different kind has been permitted to laſt, and nothing, therefore, 
or next to nothing, has been gained to the fide of the People, but 
every thing to the Crown in the courſe of the reign. During the 
whole of this period we have had no more than three Adminiſtra- 
tions, one for twelve months, one for nine, and one for three months, 
that ated upon the popular principles of the early part of this cen. 
tury : nothing, therefore, I ſay, has been gained to the People, 
while the conſtant current has run towards the Crown, ; and God 
knows what is to be the conſequence, both to the Crown and 
Country. I believe that we are come to the laſt moment of poll 
ble remedy. I believe that at this moment the enemies of boli 
are few; but I firmly believe, that what has been ſeen in Ireland 
will be experienced alſo here; and that if we are to go in the ſam 
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career with convention bills and acts of exaſperation of all kinds, 
the few will ſoon become the many, and that we ſhall have to pay a 
ſevere retribution for our preſent pride. What a noble Lord ſaid 
ſome time ago of France, may be applicable to this very ſubject 
„What!“ ſaid he, “ negotiate with France? With men whoſe 
« hands are recking with the blood of their Sovereign? What! 
« ſhall we degrade ourſelves by going to Paris, and there aſking in 
« humble, diplomatic language, 1% be en a goed underſtanding with 
« them 3” Gentlemen will remember theſe lofty words, and yet 
we have come to this humiliation, we have negotiated with France; 
and I ſhould not be ſurpriſcd to ſee the noble Lord himſelf 
(Hawkeſbury) going to Paris, not at the head of his regiment, but 
on a diplomatic commiſſion to thoſe very regicides, to pray to be 
upon a good underſtanding with them. Shall we, then, be blind 
to the leſſons which the events of the world exhibit to our view? 
Pride, obſtinacy, and inſult, muſt end in conceſſions, and thoſe con- 
ceſions muſt be humble in proportion to our unbecoming pride. Now 
is the moment to prevent all theſe degradations ; the Monarchy, 
the Ariſtocracy, the People themſelves, may now be ſaved; it is 
only neceſſary, at this moment, to conquer our own paſſions. Let 
thoſe Miniſters, whoſe evil genius has brought us to our preſent 
condition, retire from the poſt to which they are uncqual. I have 
no heſitation in ſaying, that the preſent Adminiſtration neither can 
nor ought to remain in place; let them retire from His Majeſty's 
Councils, and then let us, with an earneſt defire of recovering the 
wuntry, purſue this moderate ſcheme of Reform, under the auſpices 
of men who are likely to conciliate the opinion of the people. I do 
not ſpeak this, Sir, from perſonal ambition. A new Adminiſtration 
ought to be formed: I have no deſire, no with, of making a part 
of any ſuch Adminiſtration ; and I am ſure that ſuch an arrange- 
ment is feaſible, and that it is capable of being done without me. 
My firſt and chief deſire is to ſee this great end accompliſhed ; I 
have no deſire to be the perſon, or to be one of the perſons, to doit 
but though my wiſh is for retirement, I ſhall always be ready to 
eve my free and firm ſupport to any Adminiſtration that ſhall 
reſtore to the country its outraged rights, and re-eſtabliſh its 
irength upon the baſis of free repreſentation ; and therefore, Sir, 
_ certainly give my vote for the propoſition of my honourable 
lend. 

dir WILLIAM DOLBEN expreſſed himſelf ſo much fatis- 
with the propriety of the motion, and ſo well pleaſed with the 
moderation of the language of thoſe who ſupported it, that he would- 
dhe it his concurrence, He thought ſomething of this kind was 
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abſolutely neceſſary to fave the country, and he wiſhed the motion 
to be adopted, and the plan to remain three months on the table for 
the conſideration of Members. 
The Houſe then divided : 
For Mr. Grey's motion, including tellers, 93 


— TP 


The following is a lift of the Minority who woted for a Reform of 


= Parliament : 


Anſon, Thomas 

Aubrey, Sir ]. 

Baker, Wm. (County) 

Bamfylde, Sir C. W. 

Barclay, G. 

Baring, J. 

Baſtard, J. P. (County) 

Beauclerk, Charles 

Biddulph, R. (County) 

Bird, W. W. 

Bouverie, Hon. E. 

Brogden, J. 

Burch, J. R. 

Burdett, Sir F. 

Byng, G. (County) 

Cavendiſh, Lord G. (County) 

Coke, T. W. (County) 

Coke, Edw. 

Colhoun, Wm. 

Combe, H. C. (London) 

Copley, Sir L. 

Courtenay, J. 

Crewe, J. (County) 

Curwen, J. C. 

Clarke, Edw. 

Davers, Sir C. 

Denniſon, * 

Dimſdale, Baron 

Dolben, Sir William 

Dundas, Charles, (County) 

Dundas, Hon. Law. 

Erſkine, Hon. Thomas 
Fitzpatrick, General 

Fletcher, Sir H. (County) 

Folkes, Sir M. B. 

Fox, Right Hon, C. ]. 

Greene, James 

Grey, Charles (County) 

Hare, ]. 

Harriſon, I. 

Heathcote, Sir G. (County) 

Hill, Sir Richard (County) 


Plumer, Wm. (County) 


Hobhouſe, B. 
Howard, Hen. 
Huſſey, Wm. 
Jefferys, N. 
Jekyll, J. 
Jervoiſe, C. ]. 
Knight, R. P. 
Lemon, Sir Wm. (County) 
Lemon, J. 

Milbanke, R. (County) 
Milner, Sir Wm. 
Nicholls, J. 

North, D. 

Northey, Wm. 

Phillips, J. G. 

Pierſe, H. 

Pollen, G. A. 


Rawdon, Hon. J. 
Rawdon, Hon. G. 
Richardſon, Jol. 
Robſon, R. B. 
Ruſſell, Lord ]. 
Ruſſell, I ord W. (County) 
St. John, Hon. St. A. (County) 
Sheridan, R. B. 
Shum, G. 

Smith, W. 
Spencer, Lord R. 
Stanley, Lord 
Stein, John 
Sturt, Chas. 
Taylor, M. A. 
Thornton, H 
Tierney, G. ied 

T — 2 Lord ]. 
Trevanion, John 
Tufton, Hon. }. 
Tufton, Hon. H. 
Turner, Sir Chas. 
Vanſittart, G. (County} 
Vyner, R, (County) 


— 
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Wilkins, W. (County) 
Walwyn, Jas. Williams, Thomas 
Weſtern, C. C. Williams, Owen 
Whitbread, S. Wilſon, R. 
Wigley, Ed. 

Tzu ERs—-Wm. Smith, and R. B. Sheridan. 


Walpole, G. 


Tueſday, Zoth May. 


Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY roſe to make his promiſed 
motion upon the ſubject of a New Bank. He declared, he was not 
at all perſonally intereſted in the fate of his motion; if it did not 
ſucceed, he had, at leaft, attempted to induce them to adopt a mea- 
ſure which, in his opinion, would render the moſt important ſervice 
to the country. They all knew, that in February, the Bank ap- 
plied to the Chancellor of the Exchequer with complaints of the ex- 
hauſted ftate of their treaſury, and of the great run which was then 
made upon them. The conſequence of that repreſentation, was an 
Order of Council prohibiting them to pay in ſpecie, and requiring 
them to iſſue notes only. Afterwards a Committee was appointed 
by that Houſe to inquire into the ncecffity of continuing that Order, 
and the powers of that Committee were ſubſequently enlarged for 
tix purpoſe of inquiring into the cauſes of the evil. Their Re- 
ports were very voluminous, hut it was not his intention to go into 
them at any length. The laſt ſtep was a bill brought into Parlia- 
ment, ſanctioning all that had been done, and continuing the prohi- 
bition until the 24th of June. There was no reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
the term limited by that bill would be ſhortened, but, on the contrary, 
dere might be a neceſſity for enlarging it. In the plan he ſhould 
propoſe, he thought it quite immaterial to inquire whether the Or- 
der of Council was neceſſary or unneceffary - whether the aſſoei- 
ions would. not alone have been fully ſufficient to ſupport the 
credit of the Bank, as they did in the year 1745. Certain it was, 
Wat, from what had been done, a Bank note might be as eaſily eĩr- 
Uated as ever, and was as readily convertible into calh. But theſe 
ere but temporary expedients; they would laſt but for a very ſhort 
ume; and, unleſs the Bank refumed its payments, it credit would 
* long be ſupported. The right honourable gentleman oppoſite 
ad alſo been obliged to bring forward another Loan, which, in its 
terms, was more diſadvantageous for the country than had ever before 
teen given. He had alſo been obliged to make ſome compenſation 
br the loſſes ſuſtained by the ſubſcribers of a former, or what was 
alled the Loyalty Loan. Add to this, Diſcounts were contracted, 


cke low, and, though the credit of the Bank might be bolſtered 
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for a while, yet ſuch expedients could not have a laſting effeg, 
Some people, indeed, thought, that if peace was concluded, all 
would ſoon be well again. Let thoſe who reaſoned in that manner 
recollect what paſſed after the 5th of April, 1782. The af 
loan made by Lord North, in the American war, was better in the 


terms of it than that afterwards made by that good man Lord John 


Cavendiſh in the time of peace; it did not, therefore, follow as 1 
conſequence, that, after peace was made, we ſhould be immediately 
able to redeem ourſelves from the diſtreſſed ſituation in which we 
were placed. Beſides, in peace, the ſpitit of enterpriſe would again 
break out, and there would be a thouſand new channels of trade 
opened, all of which would require an additional quantity of pro- 
perty to ſupport them. They would for a time operate as ſo many 
drains, and for a time aggravate the miſchief. There could be ro 
doubt that many of our diſtreſſes were occafioned by the war, In 
time of war there was neceffarily an enlarged ſcale of expenditure; 
but that all our diſtreſſes reſulted from the war was what he denied, 
and therefore all the evil could not be expected to ceaſe with the 
war. He was convinced, however, that the Houſe in its wiſdom 
might ſupply a remedy, and that remedy was the eſtabliſhment of 2 
new Bank, which he now meant to propoſe. There was no doubt 
but the monopoly of the Bank ſtood in the way of ſuch a meaſure, 
He entered here into the hiſtory of the Bank.] Their late an- 
duct he conſidered. as a forſciture of their charter. Others might be 
induced to call it by the milder name of an act of Government; 
and, indeed, the Order of Council was ſo worded : it was penned 
with the caution of making it appear as an act of Government, and 
not an act of the Bank. His objeQion would not attach unleſs the 
old Bank failed to pay their creditors on the 24th of June; and if 
they did not, ſurcly the Public were entitled to have another Bank, 
who would perform their contract. If they did reſume their pay- 
ments, his bill would be unneceffary ; but it could even then don 


harm. He would not deny his wiſh, at all events, to have to 


Banks, if he could ſucceed in the attempt, for the ſake of the 
Public, and to put an end to the preſent monopoly, if the old Bank 
did not reſume its payments on the 24th of June, the eſtabliſhmeit 
of a new Bank would lend it great aſſiſtance, by furniſhing its er: 
ditors with money, and ſo enabling them to pay their debts to tie 
old Bank, which would render it effectual ſervice. The honour 
able Baronet then entered into the detail of the clauſes of his pro- 
poſed bill. The names of the Directors, the names of the Sub- 
ſeribers, &c. &c. were to be put into a box, and committed 
Commiſſioners, under an oath of ſecrecy. If the Bank opened cn 
75 I 
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the 24th of June, then it was to be deſtroyed; if not, then to be 
opened, and the Commiſſioners would then know who they were to 

call upon for their ſubſcriptions. There were alſo other clauſes for , 
the ſecurity of the Public, all of which would fall more properly 

under conſideration, when the bill ſhould be diſcuſſed, if the Houſe 

would allow it to be brought in. 

With regard to the monopoly of the old, he conceived the proof 
of the good reſulting from it was to be proved by thoſe who ſup- 
ported its neceſſity : for, generally ſpeaking, all monopolies were 
prima facie bad, and injurious to the country. He thought, how- 
ever, that it could eaſily be ſhewn to be bad, impolitic, and dan- 
gerous to the country That banking need not, any more than 
any other ſyſtem, be carried on by a nionopoly, was clearly proved 
by the caſe of Scotland, where there were two Banks, and ſince the 


in eſtabliſhment of the ſecond Bank, they had gone on in a progreſſive 
1 eourſe of proſperity and improvement, beyond the example of for- 
0, mer times. Upon that occafion, all the arguments now uſed were 
he forcibly urged ; but the beſt teſt, experience, had proved them to 
m be futile and inconeluſive: and the ſame arguments and experience ü 
f 2 would apply equally to this country. The only difference here 0 
ubt was, that things were conducted upon a larger ſcale, on account of . 
Te, the much greater riches of thjs country : hut if they could ſupport 5 
UN- f 


two Banks, a fortiori we could do it much better. With regard to 
the wealth of this nation, he believed the repreſentations made upon 
that ſubject were true; we had proof of it in the increaſed com- 
merce of the country ; we had alſo proof of it by the immenſe 
Loans raiſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. But, tay ſome, 
though all this may be true, yet this is not the time for ſuch a mea- 
ſure, at a moment of diſtreſs and embarrafiment. To this he 
wiſhed to ſay a few words in anſwer. The firſt thing neceſſary to 
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pay be done would be to provide caſh as a foundation; and ſome 
om thought that could not be done: for though many rich men might 
ny ſubſcribe, yet they could not find ſo much ſpecie as might be want- 
* ng: but if they had other property, they could convert it into ſpecie z 
I and though they ſacrificed ſomething, yet it would be repaid by the 


lubſequent advantage of the banking profits, and by the iſſue of 
Paper. He alſo thought, that gold might be obtained in ſufficient ' 
quantity, and the country meet with that ſupport which had not of 
late been given them. | 
The objections which he had heard were many; firſt it had teen = 
that ſuch a Bank would over-trade—but let it. He cont dcred, 
that two Banks would be a mutual check upon each or, 4nd pre- 
vent any ſuch conſequence ; it was alſo to be cuntideicd, what a core - 
47 2 | | 
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v 
dividual. They proceeded with Now and ſure ſteps, and with cay. | 
tious and certain meaſures obtained their end. The failure of the c| 
country Banks did not arife from this cauſe—it was not their over. P 
trading, but their want of ſupport. Their plans were good; but m 
when they no longer received their accuſtomed ſupport from London, 
they unavoidably failed. Another objection which he had heard B 
ſtated was, that it would tend to raiſe the price of provifions. The w. 
price of proviſions depended upon a proportion between the quantity co 
in the market and the circulating medium. If the quantity of gold er 
and filver had increaſed four times fince the diſcovery of America, to 
proviſions was the ſame price, though you paid four times the quan- A 
tity for it; and ſuppofing a new Bank to introduce a new quantity the 
of circulating medium, what was neceſſary for the uſe of the king- fur 
dom would remain, and the ſuperfluous gold would go off. This ſuc 
iſſue, therefore, of an additional ſum, could not raiſę the price of mo 
proviſions. One great misfortune that would reſult from the mo- cipi 
nopoly of the Bank was, that they could almoſt at any time leſſen Bod 
the circulating ſpecie, and embarraſs the country. This is what Was 
they could do, and this was what they had done. But another Bank tain 
would, in the nature of things, bc a check upon them, and prevent gen 
the miſchief. - In the year 1793 they narrowed their diſcounts in a gene 
moment of alarm, and the conſequence was, that it broke many of adv; 
the country Banks. It was now proved, that the evil of that day Curil 
aroſe from a want of circulating medium, and their conduct never- latio 
theleſs had the effect of leſſening it. They were bound to ſupply to th 
the country with gold, and this was what they might have done, and two 
ought to have done. They complained of the drain, and its cfiects india 
and neglected to provide a remedy. At Hamburgh, at that time, exter 
as would appear by the Report of the Committec, gold might be pur- woul 

chaſed for 31. 16s, This they had not done, and he maintained it M 
was a breach of contract, and of which it was very fair to take ad- Others 
vantage to put an end to their monopoly. ſana] 
Another objection, and a material one it was, that it would in- Others 
jure the Bank Stockholders. This he by no means wiſhed to 00 He t 
He reſpected every ſpeeies of private property; but as the conftitu- Hull, 
tion of the Bank now ſtood, Directors might have an intereſt dil the B. 
tindt from the Proprietary. They were all monied men, and in db They 
diſpoſal of that property they might ſometimes be induced to fomge look n 
the intereſt of the general body. He did not ſay they did ſo; be in at 
only ſtated the temptation. In this opinion he was ſupported by 4 ealy a 
very reſpectable Stockholder, who had declared to him, that he h ce g 
much approved the plan of a new Bank, that he had declared WE by 
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would ſubſcribe in the event of its taking place. The honourable 


Baronet then recapitulated the chief heads of his ſpeech, and con- 
cluded by moving for leave to bring in a bill for erecting a new 
Bank, on the event of the Bank of England not reſuming its pay- 
ments on the 24th of June next. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING declined following the honourable 
Baronet through his very able general reaſoning ; but he doubted 
whether the plan he propoſed would either facilitate the general ac- 
commodation of the public,. or of individuals, by the Bank; or in- 
creaſe the circulation of ſpecie or of good paper, or reſtore the Bank 
to its former functions. Theſe were the objects to be attended to. 
A new Bank would, in his opinion, impede, inſtead of accelerating 
theſe objects. He hoped the Bank would be able to reſume its 
functions on the 24th of June, or foon after; but he thought that 
ſuch a meaſure as this, ſhould the Houſe adopt it, would make that 
more difficult than it ſeemed at preſent. He conſidered the prin- 
ciple on which the Bank of England was eitabliſhed to be that of a 
Body Corporate to aſſiſt the Public in the way of Loan when that 
was neceſſary; to aſſiſt individuals with accommodation, under cer- 
tain reſtraints of prudence, in the way of diſcount ; and to aid the 
general circulation by the iſſue of its notes for caſh. This aid to 
general circulation was infinitely of greateſt importance in point of 
advantage to the public; for in this reſpect they were a general ſe- 
curity for caſh depoſited, as well as an engine for its general circu- 
lation. After this came the other two objects the accommodation 
t the Public by Loan, and to individuels by diſcount. After the 
two firſt were provided for, the Bank ſtood on a ſolid rock ; and 
individuals ought to be accommodated with diſcount to a reaſonable 
extent : but it did not appear to him that either of theſe objects 
would be forwarded by the preſent motion. _ 

Mr. S. THORNTON faid, he had rather hear the opinion of 
"hers than deliver his own, upon a ſubject in which his own per- 
ſanal character was concerned. But as allufion had been made to 
others with whom he - acted, he ſhould make a few abſervations. 
He then took ſome notice of the ſhare which the Liverpool, the 
Hull, the Briſtol, and other Banks had in creating the drain upon 
the Bank of England, ſome time previous to the Order in Council. 
They were much larger than ever had been known before. He 
took notice alſo of the obſervations of the honourable mover upon 


Gn and bullion. Upon this he obſerved, that it was not ſo very 


aly a matter to import bullion to advantage into this country, as 
ome gentlemen ſeemed to imagine. 'The-coinage of this 
Wk bullion at a fixed price ; conſequently when bullion was very 
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high the coinage itſelf was melted down. Bullion was, at the time 
the honcurable Baronet alluded to, in Hamburgh at the price af 
41. 4s. an ounce; and the coinage here at about 31. 17s. 6d, By. 
hon then might have been imported, but it would only have ſtaid 
until it could have been reſhipped and exported, and with it much 
caſh, for the purpoſe of being fold to us again. He then entered 
into a ſhort vindication of the Directors with whom he aQed, and 
averred that they had purſued meaſures for the public good, and not 
for their private emolument. He added that the purchaſe of bullion 
was matter of very great nicety, and not to be carried on without a 
great deal of judgement and care. He declined entering into gene. 
ral arguments upon this ſubjeR ; but he could not help obſerving, 
that this country was, for its finances and commercial charaQer, the 
envy of the reſt of the globe, and until a very late period, he had not 
heard of any reflections being caſt upon it. We had ſeen Holland, 
Hamburgh, and other commercial countries, riſe in proſperity under 
the management of but one bank — ſo had this country. In Scotland 
there were certainly two Banks ; but no argument could be drawn 
from this, for even they had much dependence on the Bank of 
England. | | 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL faid that the true cauſe of the 
' difficulties experienced in 1793, was manufacturers puſhing their 
manufactures to an enormous extent, which made a demand for cir- 
culating medium unuſually great—a houſe in Lancaſhire, which he 
named, paid the Mancheſter Bank 21,0001. for ten months for ac- 
commodation merely, of which 2000l. was for intereſt only, the relt 
was expenditure. 

Much of the honourable Baronet's argument had been founded 
on the clauſe in the act which ſerved as a check on the Bank; but 
there was a great difference between continuing that clauſe, and eree- 
ting a new. Bank ; the queſtion then was this, whether it was moſt 
likely to reſtore credit to its former ſtate by creating a new Bank, or 
to give to the preſent all the functions of which it was capable! 
The Bank as it had ſtood for fo many years, was a great efiabliſh- 
ment ad<quate to the purpoſes for which it was eſtabliſhed ; and the 
honourable Baronet had completely failed to ſhew that'it was no. 

No poſſible good could ariſe from the meaſure, but, on the contra!) 
much miſchicf, for a new Bank would tend to create doubts about 
the preſent Bank. No one could deny that the Bank of England 
was in ſuch a ſtate that it did not want the increaſe of means bu 
the honourable Baronet had ſaid it wanted an increaſe of exert! 
which a rival Bank would give it. This the Solicitor General {a 
he took to be a very miſtaken, and if reduced to practice, injur9? 
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ſpeculation : for ſo far from increaſing, it would damp and clog its 
exertions by rivalling it at once in the procuring of ſpecie, as the per- 
ſons concerned in a-new Bank muſt at the very outſet provide ſpecie 
to open with. And this hoarding of dead caſh in another coffer 
| would prevent the Bank from reſuming its former functions. He 
| thought, however, that much which had fallen from the honourable 
| Baronet deſerved confideration upon ſome future time, when the 
expediency of continuing the charter to the Bank ſhould be agi- 
ö 

a 


tated. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he had always deſired to ſee public ere- 
f dit re-eſtabliſhed in the perſon of the Bank, and therefore he had hi- 
: therto oppoſed the ideas of the worthy Baronet upon that ſubject. 
5 But he did not find by the arguments he had heard that any idea 
x was entertained that the Bank was to reſume its payments in caſh. 
, He differed from the worthy Baronet as to the firſt duty of the Bank. 
1 That honourable Member looked upon the Bank as having been in- 
ſtituted for the purpoſe chiefly of accommodating Government. He 
Ws wanted a public Bank that would proceed on the narrow ground of 
of looking to itſelf and to itſelf only, and he was perſuaded that until 


that was the caſe there would be no ſuch thing in this country as a 
paper circulation founded upon real credit. If the Bank did not 
open on the 24th of June, he ſaw no reaſon, from any thing that 
had been ſaid to-night, for hoping that they would open at all. - It 
was a farce to call that a Bank which was never to give for paper 
any thing but paper. It was admitted that the Bank had with great 
facility aſſiſted Government from time to time. Now if the Bank 
was to be conſidered as bound to continue that aſſiſtance, the diſtreſſes 


ed of the Government muſt continue to be the diſtreſſes of the Bank. 
but But he maintained that this was a practice which was againſt the ge- 
— neral principle on which the Bank ought to act, and on which alone 
moſt t ought to be ſupported. The Bank ſhould ſay this We know 
K, of bothing of the diſtreſſes of Government, we look to the notes which 
able ne have ifſued, and we are determined to pay them when they be- 


come due.“ When we had an iſſue of paper, it was ridiculous to 
taink of confidence in that paper upon any principle but that of its 
being paid when it became due. If the Bank was allowed to uſe 
ay diſcretion in relieving the neceſſities of Government in preference 
o paying the demands of individuals upon themſelves, ſuch a Bank 
would never have the confidence of the public, and fatal inconve- 
"ucnce would ſoon ariſe ; whereas by ſeparating the Bank from the 
"vcrament, this truth would ſoon appear that it is owing to the 
Mr that all theſe difficulties have ariſen. By taking it to be the 


Uty of the Bank to aſſiſt Government in all its diſtreſs, the Bank 
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can never be reaſonably expected to open its payments in ſpecie to 
its creditors ; it muſt give. paper for paper for ever; ſo that the Bank 


would have five per cent. for giving its opinion upon the ſolvency of 


Government, and ſuppoſing them to owe ten millions upon their 
preſent paper, they would in the courſe of fourteen years, by the 
operation of compound intereſt, realize to themſelves the whole of 
that property ; this was in reality giving nothing to the public cre- 
ditor ; and therefore unleſs he heard that the Bank was to open pay- 
ments in caſh at ſome given time, he ſhould be for opening another 
Bank. With regard to the notes of the Bank, he did not expect 
them ts be at a diſcount, even although the Bank ſhould not pay 
in ſpecie ; for now that we ſhould require annually the fum of 26 
millions in the collection of taxes, that would keep them at par 
while they were received jn payment at the Exchequer ; for any man 
receiving a large ſum in bank notes might readily,paſs them to a 
diſtiller, or any other perſon, who had two or three hundred thouſand 
pounds to pay to the revenue. 'Thus the load of our debt kept up 
the credit of our bank notes—where the. ſyſtem was to end it was 
not difficult to gueſs. He wiſhed the Bank to reſume a character 
for punQuality, and he ſhould wiſh to ſupport it under that charac- 
ter, but as no hope had been given that ſuch was to be the caſe, he 
was under the neceſſity of ſupporting, the motion. He ſpoke of the 
plan of Mr. Hartfinck in terms of great approbation, and ſaid, that 
in his mind it promiſed to be very uſcful. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he was free to acknowledge that it 
was not the principal duty of the Bank to look to the accommod- 
tion of Government, as fuch, at the ſame time that he muſt think the 
Bank would feel an advantage in identifying its intereſts with that 
of the public ; it could not conſult its proſperity ſo well by adopt- 
ing any other line of conduct. He believed it to be a found opinion 
that the publie eredit ſnould be eſtabliſned on the ſame ground with, 
and on the perſon of the Corporation of, the Bank of England. He 
denied, that either Government or the Bank had the deſire or in- 
tereſt, that had been alledged, in the latter's not reſuming its opera- 
tions at the time propoſed. The honourable gentleman s calcult 
tions, likewiſe, of the probable expences of the peace eſtabliſhment, 
were exaggerated, nor did he believe the additional taxes, heavy ® 
# | 1 if h eral wealth of 
they were, bore a proportional increaſe to the gen 
the country ; the means of the country to pay any taxes muſt _ 
upon the quantum of property, and of the circulation of ſpecic 8 
repreſentative. The eftabliſhment of two Banks would affor co 
relief as to the payment of taxes, nor be a benefit were they to a 
more notes in circulation than the property of the country. To 
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general opinion of the ſolidity of the Bank, muſt it be principally 
aſcribed that Bank notes were kept at par. With many of the 
honourable Baronet's remarks he perfectly agreed; but, unleſs the 
Bank was found incompetent to ifſue the quantity of paper wanted 
in circulation, or was unwilling ſo to do, the queſtion would not be 
ſo much, whether a new Bank was neceffary, but rather, whether 
the preſent Bank did not want farther afliſtance, to enable them to 
carry on their extenſive concern with advantage to the country at 
large. As to the doctrine of monopoly, he acknowledged it was 
unfavourable in many caſes; and if the queſtion now were, whether 
a new charter ſhould be granted to the Bank, it might deſerve con- 
ſideration ; but he thought gentlemen ſhould be extremely cautious, 
on ſuch a ſubject, of drawing any arguments from mere theory, or 
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and experienced benefits. He did not ſce that the monopoly of the 
Bank was hoſtile to the intereſts of the country. How could the 
honourable gentleman aſcertain that two Banks would anſwer better 
than one in reſpect to public convenience? It did not follow, that 
becauſe there were two large Banks in Scotland, that it was neceſ- 


ſary there ſhould be two rival Banks in London. The Bank of, 


England had, in his opinion, done its duty; nor did he ſee any 
auſe for blaming the conduct of the Directors becauſe they had not 
imported more bullion, which ought rather to be left to natural 
cules to find its way into the country by the balance of trade in 
vur favour, than to artificial means. He did not ſay that no eir- 


eumſtances could ariſe in which it might not be proper to import 


coin, but their not having done ſo, was no argument to prove the 
ill conduct of the Directors. He had the pleaſure to ſtate, from 
the information he had received, that a ſuccolsful'progreſs had been 
made for ſome weeks paſt towards re-opening the Bank for payments 
in ſpecie ; but no perſon had ever determined the preciſe moment 
When this ought to be done, or that it ſhould poſitively be on the 
Uth of June next. He ſaw no reaſon why the Bank ſhould loſe its 
Carter, though this ſhould not be the caſe. He concluded by 
ding his complete diſapprobation to the motion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN explained, and wiſhed ſome Bank Director 
would give him farther information. by 
Mr. MANNING aid that there was reaſon to hope the exer- 
ons of the Bank would ſoon enable the Directors to re-open it for 
Ping in ſpecie. Vaſt quantities of gold had flowed into the Bank, 


Monvenience from the want of it. 
Vor. II, 4Q 


examples in other countries, in order to give up certain explained 


well from the country as from abroad, and the Bankers felt no 
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Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY replied. 
The Houſe divided: For the motion, 15 ; Againſt it, 50. 
Majority, 35. 


[Commoxs, 


Wedneſday, 31% May. 


Mr. RYDER moved the order of the day for the Houſe to 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the Treaty 
between His Britannic Majeſty and the United States of America. 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, that the bill which was now before the 
Committee, did not contain any proviſions for regulating the inter- 
courſe between the United States of America and the Weſt-India 
Iſlands; after ſuch a length of time had elapſed ſince this inter- 
courſe had taken place, he could have wiſhed that ſome proviſion 
ſhould now be made for its regulation, and not left to be regulated 
on the ſpur of the occaſion, as the caſe might hereafter happen, by 
the Governors of the Weſt-India Iflands, or by their interference. 
We ſhould remember the ſituation in which we ſtood ; when the 
preſent conteſt was over, we ſhould have rivals in our commerce 
with America; and unleſs we made wiſe proviſions. in time, it was 
doubtful whether we could retain our ſtation in commerce. France, 
Spain, and Italy, would be our rivals, and we might then have 


' difficulties to encounter in maintaining our commercial ſuperiority 


which we did not feel at preſent. America was now on bad terms 
with France, and good terms with us ; ſhe had many raw mate- 
rials to fell which it was our intereſt to buy, and we ſhould avail 
ourſelves of the preſent good diſpoſition of America towards us, 
with regard to the Weſt Indies, as well as Great Britain. He could 
not refrain from expreſſing his regret that the Miniſters of this 
country had not in the courſe of fourtcen years framed a plan of a 
general and permanent nature, with regard to our commerce and 
the commerce of the Weſt Indies with the American States. 

Mr. RYDER faid, that the obſervations of the learned gentle- 
man did not refer to the ſubject of the bill now before the Com. 
mittee, but to topics of another kind, for the reſolution which he 
had to move did net relate to any commerce between the United 
States of America and the Weſt Indies. There was a plan ſettled 


in this country upon that ſubject, which was underſtood by thoſe who 


framed it to be equitable, and of reciprocal advantage to the partics 
to be affected by it, but had not been ratified on the part of Ame 
rica: it was not his intention to propoſe any thing now upon that 
ſubject. Whatever meaſures might be thought neceſſary upon that 
ſubje& would of courſe be communicated to the Houſe, if any 
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ſuch ſhould be in contemplation —but that was not the ſubject of 
the preſent bill. | 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe. | 

Mr. RYDER opened the nature of the reſolutions which he had 
to move, after which they were all put and carried —Report ordered 
to be received to-morrow. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways 
and Means, and the eighteen-million Loan, called the Loyalty 
Loan, being referred to that Committee, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the propefition which he had 
to ſtate to the Houſe related to the perſons who had ſubſcribed to the 
Loan of eighteen millions. The circumſtances of that Loan were 
of ſuch a nature as to render it unneceſſary that he ſhould dwell 
long upon the ſubject. Whatever regret he or any other Member 
of the Houſe might feel in impoling any additional burdens upon 
the Public,” yet he was ready to confeſs that ſome propoſition ſuch 
35 he was about to ſubmit to the Committee was in itſelf equitable, 
and was called for by the peculiar circumſtances of the cafe. The 
tate of the Funds at the period when the perſons who were the ob- 
ect of the meaſure which he ſhould propoſe, came forward with 
\oluntary ſubſcriptions to ſuch an extent, perſons, too, of a deſcrip- 
ln different from thoſe who uſually came forward on the tranfac- 
tons of Loans, he apprehended ought to be conſidered. He 
tought they ought to be conſidered as perſons who came forward 
wth a view of aiding the public ſervice without any perſonal ad- 
Yantage ; for there was no chance in their favour at the time: they 
muſt have viewed it as a tranſaction in which they were likely to 
ſe rather than to gain; and the burden of that Loan was conſider- 
vly leſs upon the public than it muſt have been, had they not come 
breard in the way they did. They did not, however, foreſee that 
ey would have met ſo heavy a loſs. They had, therefore, under 
al the circumſtances, an equitable, though, he admitted, no abſolute 
wund of right to appiy to the country for ſome relief. He thought, 


Wo had fo meritoriouſly come forward; a loſs which was much 
More than was expected, but ſhould be borne by the public at large, 
br whoſe benefit the meaſure was entered into. The loſs was four 
per cent. before the payment of the depoſit. The diſcount after- 
rds roſe to ſeven, eight, and after that again to fourteen and 
fen per cent., and was even now at fourteen per cent. The 
ubſcribers had made good their ſeveral payments, a circumſtance 
Mich would not the leſs diſpoſe the Houle to aſſiſt them. For the 
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lerefore, that the whole of the loſs ought not to fall upon perſons 
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cauſe of this loſs, we were to look to the various events that had 
taken place in Europe; the temporary interruption of our public 
credit ; the circumſtance of his being compelled to come forward 
for an additional Loan for the public ſervice of the year. All theſe 
circumſtances combined contributed in the depreciation of the ſtock, * 
On theſe grounds he felt it his duty to propoſe to the Committee 
to contribute to the relief of thoſe meritorious individuals. He 
knew of no particular rule whereby to judge of the loſſes of the dif. 
ferent claſſes of the ſubſcribers ; but he ſhou!d propoſe generally 
that they ſhould be allowed five pounds for every one hundred pounds 
original ſtock, that was, that each perſon ſhould be entitled io ſeven 
ſhillings and fixpence Long Annuity for every one hundred pounds. 
The whole amount of the burden upon the public would be between 
ſixty and ſeventy thouſand pounds —a conſiderable ſum undoubtedly, 
and he lamented it; but from the manner in which the {ſubſcribers 
had come forward for the public ſervice, he thought it would be true 
policy, and was an act of juſtice in the public to make this allow- 
ance ; for this would operate as an example for future occaſions. 
He therefore moved a reſolution to the above effect. 

The queſtion being put, 

Mr. DENT faid, he was not aware that he would have been 
called upon by public duty to give his vote againſt a meaſure of this 
kind. He muſt, however, perform his duty. He could by no 
means give his vote for the meaſure which was now propoſed. He 
knew nothing of this as a queſtion of party. He dreaded it as a 
matter of future example. It might be conſidered hereafter as a 
precedent. The Houſe ſhould be cautious before they eſtabliſhed 
ſuch a precedent. No man could calculate the evil which ſuch 2 
precedent might bring upon the public. In 1779 and 1780 there 
had been Loans in which the ſubſcribers had ſuffered much, but 
nothing of this kind was granted to relieve their diſtreſſes; there 
was a ſhifting of tontine to relieve them a little; but here was b 
be voted away at once near ſeventy thouſand pounds of the public 
money, and for the payment of which taxes were to be levied for 

He was not aware that any gentleman would 
ſecond his motion, but he ſhould certainly move, © That the Chai 
man do leave the chair without putting this reſolution.” Th 
three per cents. were now between forty-ſeven and forty-cight; 

| when this Loan was entered into they were about fifty-ſix. He 
wiſhed to know whether every holder of ſtock was not in the fame 
ſituation as theſe gentlemen ? He did not ſee in their caſe any thing 
to entitle them to favour, more than all thoſe who had ad 
money on the faith of the public funds. He believed there was no ef 
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who, out of that Houſe, had leſs to do with jobbing in the funds 
than the Chancellor of the Exchequer. - He acquitted him entirely 
of any intention of deceiving the public, or of waſting its wealth ; 
but there were about him a ſet of men of very different views, who 
adviſed him to adopt meaſures, which, if he was as well acquainted 
with as they were, he would never adopt, for they were injurious to 
the public intereſt. He ſaw no reaſon for conſidering this Loan in 
any other light than a bargain, which included much ſpeculation ; 
it was like any other ſpeculation. If the ſubſcribers had profited 
fifteen per cent. they would not have come forward and ſuffered 
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the public to partake of the advantage ; but they found it to be a 


loſing ſpeculation, and they called upon the public to bear a part of 
the loſs. He ſaw no reaſon, nor juſtice, nor fairneſs, nor equity in 
this. They did not come forward as ſubſcribers with any idea that 
they were to loſe. If they came forward out of oſtentation, they 
ought to pay the expence which attended that oſtentation, for they 
did not do it with a view of ſerving their country. He thought 
that thoſe who had ſubſcribed large ſums of money ought to be made 
to bear the loſs. There were ſome perſons who ſubſcribed to keep 
appearances, and to be on good terms with thoſe who were above 
them; and if it was poſſible, he ſhould like to relieve them, for 
what they did was done to fave their bread ; in order to embrace 


the caſes of ſuch perſons, he ſhould not diſlike to meet a reſolution. 


confined to thoſe who had not advanced any thing above 1000l. 
As to thoſe who ſubſcribed to large ſums, he had no idea of re- 
leving them. It was eaſy to vote that the public ſhould pay 
7o, oool., but he knew not where the money was to come from. 
He was ſorry. that the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould be ad- 
viſed to come forward with ſuch a meaſure as this, and that he was 
ſo weak as to liſten to ſuch advice. He was confident that the in- 
dependent part of the ſubſcribers did not wiſh for it. He knew 
that the Miniſter had been impoſed upon. Very often in bargaining 
for a 1can three or four perſons pretended to bid againſt each other, 
whereas they had concerted their plan, and afterwards divided the 
profits of the bargain. Upon the whole he found it his duty to 
move, “ That the Chairman do now leave the chair.” 

Mr. W. SMITH agreed with much of what had been ſaid by 
the gentleman who had juſt ſat down. The ground of right to 
this aſſiſtance to the ſubſcribers was given up by the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer who moved it. The claim, however, muſt reſt 


upon ſome foundation. Theſe gentlemen either came forward as 
800d patriots to ſupport a juſt and neceſſary war, or they came for- 
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no man makes what he thinks a bad bargain for himſelf. He knew 
many gentlemen by name who ſubſcribed to this Loan, expecting it 
to be a profitable one. He knew others who did put down their 
names, not becauſe they thought it would be a profitable one, but 
who were afraid of being what are called © marked men“ if they 
did not do it. There were many in the city of London who were 
bankers, and whom he would not name, but ſome of them were 
Members of that Houſe (he would deſcribe them no nearer) who 
ſubſcribed from that motive. He would not difgrace the title of 
Patriot by calling ſuch men Patriots. But the mafs of the ſub- 
ſcribers to this Loan were perſons who had made a bargain, by which 
they expected to gain ten per cent. for three years for their money, 
with an abſolute ſecurity for the capital at the end of that time. 
Were men who expected to have double the amount of legal in- 
tereſt for their money, together with a ſecurity for the capital, to be 
conſidered as Patriots for ſo lending their money ? There were 
ſome who came forward out of oftentation to have their names en- 
rolled at the Exchequer, and expected to be handed down to poſte- 


- rity equally great Patriots as thoſe who gained the glory of the battle 


of Marathon; he wiſhed to know whether any of theſe ſhould have 
the pecuniary reward which was now propoſed to be given to them. 
He really ſaw no pretence for this meaſure, nor did he ſee any de- 
ſcription of men who deſerved more to loſe than theſe men did. He 
then took notice of what he had infiſted upon when the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer opened his budget. He had then obſerved, that 
there was, at leaſt, a million unprovided for by that ſtatement ; he 
recapitulated the items that compoſed that ſum, and remarked, that 
the ſum to the Princeſs Royal had not been included. It would 
have done credit to the Miniſter to adviſe, and to another quarter to 
have determined, to make proviſion for that marriage, in a manner 
that would not bear upon the ſhoulders of a people already ſtooping 
under their burdens. He maintained, that when the ſum now propoſed 
came to be added to the reſt, the whole deficiency which muſt be 
raiſed annually by freſh taxes, would amount to 1 40,000]. a year. 
Had theſe perſons who ſubſcribed to this Loan juſt claims, he ſhould 
agree to relieve them, great as the burdens were upon the people, 
becauſe nothing could be ſo great a weight upon them as that of in- 
juſtice ; but as they had no ſuch claim, he muſt ſupport the mo- 
tion for the Chairman leaving the chair without putting this 
reſolution. | 

Mr. Chanceller PITT ſaid, that he had always allowed the 
ſubſcribers had no claim of tight. But having told the ſubſcribers that 


there would be no Loan above eighteen millions that year, they 
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were in equity entitled to ſome conſideration on that account. An 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Smith) had. ſtated the ten per cent. for 
three years, as if it was a permanent intereſt, whereas if it continued 
for a longer time than three years, it decreaſed in a ratio that would 
bring it down in four years to eight per cent., and ſo on. The 
queſtion for the Committee was this: Did or did not the ſubſcribers 
lend their money at leſs than the market price of the Funds? and 
if ſo, were they not entitled to conſideration ? The honourable gen- 
tleman had indulged in plauſible topics, which, however, did not 
apply to the caſe : for the money being lent under market price, 
evinced a diſpoſition to ſerve the country : and if, as was the fact, 
it was lent on the terms of no other Loan being made that year, 
which the emergencies of the country made it impoſſible to fulfil, 
had they not a claim to indemnification? The honourable gentleman 
ſhould recollect, that they were at par only for a few days, and that 
at the ſecond payment they were at an enormous diſcount. As there 
could be no transfer without a reccipt, and no receipt could by law 
be granted till the ſecond payment, there was no manner of evi- 
dence for the Houſe to go on. But by the transfer of the receipts 
after the ſecond depoſit, the bulk transferred mult have been after 
they had fallen to a heavy diſcount, ſo that their loſs muit have 
deen great. 

Mr. TIERNE could not allow the reſolution to be put with- 
out expreſſing his opinion upon the ſubject; and though he knew 
too well the ifſue of diviſions in that Houſe to preſs one on the pre- 
ſent evening, yet if any other gentleman choſe to divide the Com- 
mittee, his name would be found in what he ſuppoſed would be the 
minority. The propoſition of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was nothing leſs than ripping up an act of Parliament, by an attempt 
o do what he called juſtice, when he himſelf allowed, that from 
the lapſe of time and circumſtances which had intervened, juſtice 
vas rendered impoſſible. Add to this, that the propofition was 
made at the end of a ſeſſion, which he muſt not call extravagant, 
for that Houſe never did any thing extravagant ; but at the end of 
a {eſſion in which burdens had been impoſed upon the people to an 
amount beyond all precedent, a propoſition by which they were called 
pon to vote 70,0001. a year, which, at fourteen years purchaſe, 
ns one million ſterling of the people's money. He aſked, if the 
Houſe had not as much confidence in the right honourable gentle- 


in the Houſe; whether they would give their ſanction to a meaſure ſo 
ſhameful in its nature, and ſo injurious in its effects ? If relief was 


vbe given, why was not a petition preſented by the ſufferers to the 
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man as the right honourable gentleman contended the country had 
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Houſe ſtating their loſs, and praying for indemnification ? But when M 
this mutiny aroſe among the Loyaliſts, they, like other mutineers, nions 
appointed Delegates ; for five months they had conferences almoſt fee th 
every week with the Chancellor of the Exchequer. What wonder he wi 
was it, then, that the right honourable gentleman aſked, with an air penſat 
of triumph, what part of the nation had loſt their confidence in him! He en 
certainly not the city of London. And what was the reaſon of the what t 
city of London remaining firm in their allegiance to his Adminiſtta- taxatic 
tion; becatiſe they had a negotiation pending with him upon the re- of Con 
ſult of which depended one million of money! Was there any man perſiſte 
at all acquainted with the city of London who did not know that a crifices 
conſideration of this magnitude would procure its ſupport to any forfeit 
Adminiſtration ? And where was the ſurpriſe when this bonus was was wi 
promiſed that the mutiny did not ſhew itſelf in ſuch a way as to en- cauſe, a 
danger his ſituation? When the Loan was ſubſcribed for, the ſub- of the | 
ſcribers were praiſed for loyalty. It had unfortunately come -out, The re 
however, that loyalty was a commodity of ſuch a kind that in this in the n 
country ĩt would not keep for two months. If the worſt enemy to bons wh 
England had projected a meaſure effentially to injure her intereſts, might 
they could not have been more ſucceſsful than the right honourable What p 
gentleman in bringing forward the preſent propoſition. It proved, that op 
that we were engaged in a war in which thoſe who offered their lives got large 
and fortunes in its ſupport were not ſerious in one word they ſaid; only ten. 
and the moſt extravagant railer againſt the Government and Confi- falſe, M 
tution of the country could not take better ground than upon the vote hoped th 
- of this night. ainſt tþ 
Mr. JOLLIFFE condemned the meaſure propoſed by the mo- Mr.! 
tion, as one of the moſt profuſe and improvident he had ever heard terday, e. 


of. Thoſe who had ſubſcribed had done fo with their eyes open. the origin 


they made a merit of it at the time, and there was the greateſt in- who had 
juſtice in requiring any remuneration now, becauſe the Funds might preſſion v 
hereafter riſe conſiderably, and then they would receive a conſider- able gentle 
able ſum by the difference in the price of Stocks. He conſidered cellor of 


the tranſaction, on the part of many of the ſubſeribers, as in ſome miſled hir 
degree fraudulent, for he believed many had ſet down their names o himſelf, 
for ſums of money which they never were poſſeſſed of, and if they O explain 
were to receive a remuneration for ſuch procedure, it was merely an Mr. D 


- encouragement of fraud. | had for ſc 


leman wh 
for à mom 
manner to 
Gi not, an 
ale up thy 
OL, II 


Mr. W. SMITH faid, that it had always been a rule in eve} 
Committee, as well as in the Houſe, that in every queſtion in ic 
any Member was perſonally concerned, he ſhould withdraw, and 
not vote on the occaſion. He hoped this rule would be ſtricth 
conformed to in the preſent caſe. 
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Mr. BASTARD told the Committee, that as unfavourable opi- 
nions were abroad of the integrity of that Houſe, he ſhould like to 
ſee the full extent of the nature of this Loan; that was to ſay, 
he wiſhed to ſee the names of the perſons to whom the com- 


penſation was to be paid, and the perſons who were to pay it. 


He entreated the Committee, for God's ſake, to pauſe and conſider 
what they were about to do, for it was abſolutely impoſſible that the 
taxation could go on. It was already nearly over with the Houſe 
of Commons, and every thing that was dear to them, and if they 
perſiſted in their preſent ſyſtem, they would ſoon be all undone. Sa- 
erifiees muſt be made at ſuch a criſis, and he hoped gentlemen would 
forfeit their temporary intereſts for the national advantage. He 


was willing to give credit to one gentleman for his patriotiſm, be- . 


cuſe, although a ſubſcriber to the Loan, he had been voluntarily one 
of the firſt for oppoſing the reward. | He alluded to Mr. Dent. ] 
The remuneration was not only objectionable in its principle, but 
in the mode alſo by which it was to be carried into execution, as per- 
bons who had bought ſhares yeſterday, by colluſion with the broker, 


might to-morrow receive three per cent. bonus on each ſhare. . 


What praiſe could be due for ſuch patriotiſm as that? He knew 
that opinions had gone forth, that Miniſters and their friends had 
gt large ſhares in.the Loan, and therefore ſuch a meaſure would 
only tend to confirm them. But whether the opinions were true or 
falſe, Miniſters had at preſent the remedies in their hands, and he 
hoped they would not let them eſcape. He ſhould vote decidedly 
2ainſt the motion. | 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that thoſe who purchaſed into this Loan yeſ- 
terday, could have no pretence to the bonus, for it was confined to 
the original ſubſcribers. He wiſhed to aſk an honourable Member, 
Who had ſpoken early in the debate, for an explanation of an ex- 
preſſion which had dropped from him (Mr. Dent.) - The honour- 
ale gentleman had ſaid, that though he had confidence in the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, yet there were perſons about him who 
miſled him. Though he ſaw no reaſon for applying this obſervation 
0 himſelf, yet he could not avoid aſking the honourable gentleman 
„ explain whom he meant? 

Mr. DENT aid, that from the acquaintance and intimacy which 
lad for ſome time ſubſiſted between him and the honourable gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt, he was a good deal ſurpriſed that he ſhould 
for a moment ſuppoſe that in what he had ſaid he meant in any 
manner to allude to him. He aſſured him, upon his honour, he 
Gid not, and wondered the honourable gentleman ſhould fo eagerly 
ke up the cap and fit it to himſelf. He had ſaid, that from his 
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674 PARLIAMENTARY 
knowledge of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he believed no man 


living would be in his mind more above countenancing or deriving 
a perſonal advantage from any job—but that there were perſons 
near to him who he believed might have given him hints and advice 
on this ſubject, who would be glad to derive every advantage to 
themſelves. He had ſupported the meaſures of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer during the time he had been in Parliament, becauſe 
he thought he deſerved his confidence, and while he thought fo, he 
ſhould continue to ſupport them ; but he could not think equally 
favourable of many who were near him. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T felt it his duty to diſclaim the idea of 
preffing this meaſure from advice. It was true it had originally 
been ſuggeſted to him by other perſons, but then they were ſuch fer- 
ſons only as he ſaw in the courſe of his public duty, and beyond 
that he acted according to his own private judgement. ' h-ugh 
the remuneration, therefore, was not the reſult of his own perſonal 
reflection, the propriety of it was entirely the reſult of his own per- 
ſonal opinion. 

Mr. VANSITTART thought ſome perſons entitled to remu- 
neration, and others not. The original ſubſcribers who rctained 
their ſhares till the war was concluded, could not loſe ; they who 
had been obliged to fell out at heavy diſcount, ought to be compen- 
ſated; but they who made their purchaſe a matter of ſpeculation, 
ought to ſuffer all the penalties of the riſque. On the whole, the 

motion appeared premature, and if preſſed to a diviſion, he ſhould 
vote againſt it. | 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſpoke againſt the motion, and expreſſed his 
wiſh for the names of the parties to whom the compenſation was in- 
tended to be given. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT informed the honourable gentleman, that 
if the names were properly applied for, they might be eaſily ob- 
tained. . 

Mr. TIERNEY thought it the duty of every Member who felt 
conſcious of perſonal intereſt in the buſineſs not to divide. 

Mr. MORLAND thought the remuneration ought to be made 
both upon the ſcore of policy and juſtice, otherwiſe people, finding 
*that their confidence had once been miſplaced, might not be likely, 
on an urgent occaſion, to aſſiſt the State in future. There was an 
inſtance, which, though not exactly in point, appeared ſomething 
like a precedent.” He alluded to the tranſactions with Meflrs. 
Boyd and Benfield, where, becauſe it was underſtood when they ne- 

gotiated one Loan, that another was not to be granted that year, and 
the State neceſſities nevertheleſs required another Loan in the fame 
year, the Houſe conſented to depart from its uſual plan of comp 


[Commong, 


gracton 
Majeft 
In repr 
has dir 
poſe 1 
ment w 
tend, 4 
ind H 
lament, 
ment of 
Iefly's ne 
by ſea 5 
obedience 


Iefely of 


Joxx 1.] 


DEBATES. 


from the ſmall ſhare he poſſeſſed. 


Lord W. RUSSEL faid the ſubject had been well explained 
It was evident that he meant to give 
his vote for the indemnity of loſſes ſuſtained by the ſubſcribers in 
conſequence of their miſplaced confidence in Miniſters. 

Mr. W. SMITH begged leave to ſtate, that the conditions with 


by the honourable mover. 
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tion, and gave Meſſrs. Boyd and Co. the preference of that bargain, 
He concluded by aſſuring the Committee, that he delivered his 
opinion of the propriety of the remuneration from the conviction 
and policy of the meaſure, and not from any perſonal intereſt ariſing 


Meſſrs. Boyd and Co. were not merely underſtood, but it was poſi- 


tively agreed that there ſhould be no competition. 


The Houſe then divided: For the Reſolution, 40; Againſt 


it, 26, 


Majority, 14. 


Thurſday, 1t Fune. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS acquainted the Houſe, That he had 
a meſſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty ; 
and he preſented the ſame to the Houſe ; and was read by Mr. 


SPEAKER ; and is as followeth, viz. 


It is with the deepeſt concern His Majeſiy acquaints the Houſe of 


GEORGE R. 


Commons, that the conduct of the crews of ſome of his ſhips nom at the 


Mre, in perſiſting in the moſt violent and treaſonable afts of mutiny 


and diſebedience, notwithſtanding the full extenſion to them of all the 


benefits which had been accepted with gratitude by the reſt of His Ma- 


Jefly's fleet; and, notwithſtanding the repeated offers of His Majeſty's 


gractous pardon, on their returning to their duty, have compelled His 
Majeſty to call on all his faithful ſubjects to give their utmoſt aſſiſtance 
in repreſſing ſuch dangerous and criminal proceedings. 


His Majeſty 


has directed a copy of the Proclamation which he has iſſued for this pur- 
poſe to be laid before the Houſe ; and he cannot doubt that his Parlia- 
ment will adopt, with readineſs and deciſion, every meaſure which can 
tend, at this important conjuncture, to provide for the public ſecurity. 
dnd His Majeſty particularly recommends it to the conſideration of Par- 
lament, to make more effeftual proviſion for the prevention and puniſb- 
ment of all traitorous attempts to excite ſedition and mutiny in His Ma- 
Ia s naval ſervice ; or to withdraw any part of His Majeſty's forces, 
by ſea or land, from their duty and allegiance to him; and from that 
Wedience and diſcipline which are ſo important to the proſperity and the 


ſafety of the Britiſh empire. 
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This meſſage was ordered to be taken into conſideration to. 
morrow. - 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS brought up the Proclamation al- 
luded to in the meſſage, which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. ; 


By the KING—A PROCLAMATION, 


For the Suppreſſion of the mutinous and treaſonable Proceedings of the Cree 
of certain of our Ships at the Nore. 


GEORGE R. 


Wurxras, upon the repreſentation of our Lords Commiſſioners of our 
Admiralty, reſpecting the proceedings of the Seamen and Marines on board 
certain of our ſhips at the Nore, we were pleaſed to command our ſaid 
Lords Commiſſioners of our Admiralty, to ſignify to the ſaid Seamen 
and Marines, our gracious intentions, expreſſed in our royal declaration, 
under our ſign manual, bearing date at Saint James's, the 27th day of 
May inſtant. 


GEORGE R. 


(L. S.) Watreas it has been repreſented unto us, that notwithſtanding 
the declarations made in our name and by our authority, by our Lords 
Commiſſioners of our Admiralty, of our gracious intentions to recom- 
mend to the conſideration of Parliament, to augment the wages and alloy- 
ances of the Seamen and Marines of our Fleet, which gracious inten- 
tions and declarations have fince been carried into effect by an act of Par- 
bament ; and notwithſtanding the communication made by our right 
truſty and right well-beloved couſin and counſellor Richard Earl Hove, 
Admiral of the Fleet, of our gracious intentions towards the Seamen and 
Marines of our Fleet, for the pardon of the offences by them committec, 
and our Royal Proclamation thereupon, bearing date the 11th day of May 
inſtant ; and notwithſtanding the ſentiments of duty and gratitude wich 
which the ſame were received by the Seamen and Marines of our other 
ſquadrons, yet the crews on board certain of our ſhips at the Nor: 
have not only, fince the full manifeſtation of all theſe our gracious inten- 
tions and declarations, been guilty of divers acts of mutiny and diſobed: 
ence of orders, but have even proceeded in other acts of the moſt heinous 
and treaſonable nature, by firing upon ſome of our ſhips, in order to com 
pel them to ſubmit to their direction: have threatened and taken meaſures 
for ſtopping the commerce of the kingdom, paſſing to and from the pot 
of London, and have by terror of their force, compelled two frigates i 
deſiſt from executing a particular ſervice, which, by our order, they were 
directed to perform. We, thinking it right to warn all our Seamen a 

Marines on board the ſaid ſhips, of the heinous nature of the offences by 
them committed, and of the dangerous conſequences thereof to the ſpint 
and diſcipline of the Britiſh navy, and to the welfare of their country, , 
well as to their own ſafety, do hereby earneſtly _— and enjoin all cn 
faid Seamen and Marines immediately, on the notification of this our "= 
declaration, to return to the regular diſcharge of their duty, as has alre | 
been done by the crews of our other ſquadrons and fleets, ſtationed at Pott 


mouth and Plymouth, and elſewhere. ; 
And whereas we are well aſſured, that a great part of the Scamen a 
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Marines on board the ſaid ſhips at the Nore abhor and deteſt the criminal 
proceedings which are ſtill perſiſted in on board the ſaid ſhips, and are de- 
firous to return to their duty; 

Now we, being defirous to extend our gracious intentions of pardon 
to all ſach Seamen and Marines, ſo ſerving on board our ſhips at the 
Nore, who may have returned, or ſhall return, upon the notification of this 
our royal declaration, to the regular and ordinary diſcharge of their duty, 
have authorized, and do hereby authorize and empower our ſaid Lords 
Commiſſioners of our Admiralty, or any three of them, to ſignify to all 


ſuch Seamen and Marines, who may have been guilty of any of the trea- 


ſonable acts aforeſaid, or of any mutiny, or diſobedience of orders, or 
neglect of duty, and who have returned, or who ſhall, upon notification 
hereof on board the reſpective ſhips, return to the regular and ordinary 
diſcharge of their duty, our royal intentions to grant to all ſuch Seamen 
and Marines our moſt gracious pardon, and to promiſe in our name to all 
{auch Seamen and Marines, who have ſo returned, or ſhall ſo return to the 
regular and ordinary diſcharge of their duty, our moſt gracious pardon ac- 
cordingly. And we do hereby declare, that all ſuch Seamen and Marines 
who ſhall have ſo returned, or ſhall ſo return to their duty, and to whom 
the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners of our Admiralty, or any three of them, ſhall 
ſo promiſe our pardon, ſhall receive the ſame accordingly, and ſhall .be 
diſcharged and releaſed from all proſecutions, impriſonments, and-penal- 
ties, incurred by reaſon of any of the acts aforeſaid, or by reaſon of any 
act of mutiny or diſobedience of orders, or any breach or negle& of duty, 
previouſly committed by them, or any of them ; hereby declaring at the 
{fame time, that all ſuch Seamen and Marines, who ſhall not take benefit 
of this our gracious pardon, ſhall, from henceforth, be conſidered as 
liable, according to the nature of their offences, to ſuch puniſhment as the 
articles of war and the law have provided for the ſame. 


Given at our Court at Saint James's, the twenty-ſeventh day of 
May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-ſeven, in the 
thirty- ſeventh year of our reign. 


By His Majeſty's command, 
PORTLAND. 


And whereas our right truſty and right well-beloved couſin and coun- 


ſellor George-John Earl Spencer, our truſty and well-beloved Charles- 
George Lord Arden of our kingdom of Ireland, and William Young, 
Eſquire, Rear-Admiral of the White, being three of the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners of our Admiralty, did cauſe our gracious intentions expreſſed in 
ſuch our declaration, to be ſignified to the crews of our ſhips at the Nore, 
and did require ſuch crews to return to their due obedience accordingly : 
And whereas it has been repreſented to us, that ſome of the crews of our 
ſaid ſhips have been deſirous of returning to their obedience accordingly, 
but have been prevented from ſo doing by violence; and others of our 
ſhips, in the actual diſcharge of their duty, have been fired upon, and at- 
tempts have been made to prevent ſome of our ſhips from proceeding ac- 
cording to the orders of their Commanders: And whereas ſuch continued 
—— in rebellious and treaſonable attempts againſt our Crown and 
ignity, after repeated admonitions and offers of our moſt gracious par- 
don, render it neceſſary for us to call on all our loving ſubjects to be 
ading and aſſiſting in repreſſing the ſame : We have thought fit by the 
avice of our Privy Council, to iſſue this our Royal Proclamation, and we 


_ 
=. 
— Ln 
4 n 

8 


I-34 4 a 
- — — 7 


. * ,- 
> "7 — "iy 
A 


2 * — 


3 „ — amps od 
by * * [4 og 
3 * 
þ ue — T r . 
> EPS > n= — 
2 - 
— 
4 , = 


4 
* 
8 t 
— * — 2 — IN CO CEC 4 
i — 2 


— og 2 
— 1 4 
8 * 


* 


* . 
— "Pp 
2 - 4 K > — * 
———— wt Cos, — — - Das; = — i 
e a Sm — = N 
© — 2 = 2 WEI youre 299d 4 
— — — 3 Y 2 — 
— — —* , —_— ——— 
- >. 2 * * * 
. 25 4 — 1 gf 
4h Iv 21, 4d 5; - * wo 4 0 5 - 
* — — - w + => - £ 
— = * 2 , 


— 

* 83 
* — 
2 
— —a% . 


_ 
— — 


— b 
— 
* 
== 
—— — 


678 PARLIAMENTARY 


do hereby ſtrictly enjoin and command all our Admirals, Generals, Com. 
manders, and Officers of our forces by ſea and land, and all Magiſtrates 
whatſoever, and all others our loving ſubjects, that they in their ſeveral 
ſtations do uſe their utmoſt endeavours, according to law, to ſuppreſs all 
ſuch mutinous and treaſonabie proceedings, and to uſe all lawful means to 
bring the perſons concerned therein, their aiders and abeftors, to juſtice: 
And we do hereby ſtrictly enjoin and command all our loving ſubjects 
whatſoever, not to give any aid, comfort, aſſiſtance, or encouragement 
whatſoever, to any perſon or perſons concerned in any ſuch mutinoys 
and treaſonable proceedings, as they will anſwer the ſame at their peril; 
and alſo, to the utmoſt of their power and according to law, to pie- 
vent all other perſons from giving any ſuch aid, aſliſtance, comfort, or 
encouragement. 
Given at our Court at St. James's, the thirty- firſt day of May, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-ſeven, and in the 
thirty-ſeventh year of our reign. | 


[ Commons, 


God ſave the Ring! 


Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he was confident that every gentleman 
in the Houſe muſt join in the feelings of regret which the ſubject of 
His Majeſty's meſſage was calculated to excite. To thoſe feelings 
of regret which the general nature of circumſtances inſpired, were 
added thoſe of a perſonal nature, ariſing from the reflection that the 
propofition which he had intended to ſubmit to the Houle, relative 
to the ſtate of the navy, had not been brought forward, by which, 
perhaps, this Proclamation, and the events on which it was founded, 
might probably have been prevented. With regard to the meſſage, 
he ſhould abſtain at preſent from making any remarks. He would 
only ſay, that as to that part of it, which expreſſed a hope that the 
Houſe would adopt ſome new legiſlative meaſures, though he would 
not then give any opinion, yet he was deſirous to have it underſtood, 
that any ſilence upon the preſent occaſion ſhould not be conſtrued 
into an acquieſcence in any meaſure which might be brought forward 
in conſequenc.: of that recommendation. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that he agreed with the honourable 
gentleman that it would be improper at preſent to make any com- 
ments on the meſſage. The honourable gentleman had ſaid, he 
would not give any opinion with regard to any legiſlative meaſurs 
which it may be thought neceſſary to adopt. He ſhould only remind 
the Houſe, that even in the judgement of the honourable gentlema), 
the offence which was pointed out in the meſſage was one of tit 
moſt malignant, one of the moſt odious, one of the moſt criminil 
and dangerous which malice could deviſe, or daring villany execut 

It was one, which with unuſual boldneſs, with perſevering, and 
- unfortunately to a conſiderable degree, with ſucceſsful diligence, had 
produced the moſt calamitous effect. It was an offence which th 
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honourable gentleman himſelf had characterized as much more foul 
and atrocious, much more fatal in its operation, than open and 
avowed treaſon, and in its guilt: paramount to all the other ſpecies 
of guilt which could exiſt in political ſocicty. He was ſure that 
the Houſe would feel it to be of a kind which demanded their ut- 
moſt indignation, and in its importance, one that required the utmoſt 
precaution. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, when the ſeveral reſolutions were read from 
the table. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR hoped the reſolution for granting an 
additional bonus to the ſubſcribers of the Loyalty Loan would not 
be carried into effect. He objected to it, firſt, becauſe it was in- 
compatible with the proceedings of Parliament, in the early part 
of the ſeſſion ; ſeeondly, becauſe it could not go beyond the reſolu- 
tion of a former Committee ; and, thirdly, becauſe he thought it 
ought to be grounded on a petition from the ſubſcribers. 

The SPEAKER informed him, that, in regatd to the firſt ob- 
jection, the rule of the Houſe was, that no two reſolutions, nor any 
two bills contradictory to each other, could be paſſed in the ſame 
{efon. It remained for the Houſe to decide, whether this reſolution 
vas contradictory, or only explanatory or ſupplementary, as in the 
latter inſtances, the honourable Baronet's objections would not ap- 
ply. In regard to the ſecond objection, the honourable Baronet 
did not appear to have underſtood the practice of the Houſe, ſinee a 
Committee of Ways and Means, or the Houſe, might approve any 
reſolution for extending the grants of a former Committee, with this 
exception, that no additional burdens could be impoſed, except in 
the land-tax. And, in regard to the third objection, a petition 
might with propriety have been preſented though not without a re- 
Ommendation from the Crown, but that did not preclude any other 
mode. This was a tranſaction between the public and an individual; 
nd if it was diſadvantageous to the individual, it was not irregular 
to propoſe, that he ſhould not be held to the original bargain. Here 
be had to obſerve, as a ſtrong proof of the power to make ſuch a 
propotition, that in caſe a petition was moved to be preſented, and 
ne Crown refuſed its recommendation, it was in the power of any 
Member afterwards to bring forward a motion to the ſame effect. 
The on!y objection, therefore, which admitted of doubt was the 
rſt; and he left it to the deciſion of the Houſe, whether this reſo- 
lution was contradictory, or explanatory, or ſupplemental ? 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he liſtened with gre it deference to th 
pinion of the Chair, and he aſſented to the ſtatement given on tw 
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of the objeQions ; he thought, however, that the reſolution was 
contradiQory to former reſolutions in this ſeſſion of Parliament, x 
it went to alter an agreement and bargain already made, and ty 
make terms contrary to that bargain ſanctioned by an act of Parliz- 
ment. Had it been attempted to take part of the profit from the 
contributors, would there have been no objection on the point of 
form? He ſhould be ſorry, however, if the queſtion were to be get 
rid of merely by a point of form, for never was there a caſe of more 
rank depravity, or one that more ſtrongly deſerved the name of an 


[Commoxs, 


iniquitous job, than this tranſaction; he hoped that from the im- 


preſſion made out of doors, by the arguments againſt the meaſure, 
and the comparative number of the diviſion laſt night, that the right 


honourable gentleman would not have ſtood upon a point of form; 


but have explained the ſubſtantial merits on which he defends their 
meaſure. If it were conſiſtent with regularity, he ſhould wiſh to 
alk, whether there had been any promiſe or engagement with the 
contributors to the Loan of cightcen millions, that there was to bc 
no other Loan for the year ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he underſtood the queſtion before 
the Houſe, to be a queſtion of form, which muſt be diſpoſed of be- 


fore any other poigt was taken up. 
Sir JOHN SINCLAIR conſented to wave the queſtion of 


form. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the caſe here was not to undo 
a bargain by the act of one party, which had been contracted be- 
tween two. It was to give to the contributors an option of which 
they might avail themſelves. If the Houſe thought it a matter of 
ſound policy to prevent ſuch a loſs accruing to the individual as might 
in future operate to the prejudice of the public intereſt, they would 
not think that any expence which it might occaſion was idly thrown 
away. It had never been contended by gentlemen on the other 
fide themſelves, that ſuch a hard bargain ſhould be driven for the 
public as to endanger ſo conſiderable loſs to individuals as night de- 
ter them ever afterwards from coming forward to affiſt the public. 
If, on the preſent occafion, unexpected circumſtances had produced 
ſuch a loſs as would be highly injurious to the individuals, was not 
this policy to be conſidered? He was not ſurprized that thoſe who 
had uniformly oppoſed the war ſhould be defirous to hold out in 
odious and contemptible colours thoſe who had ſtood forward to 
ſupport the country in a moment of danger and difficulty. There 
was no intention to benefit any particular claſs of men in this tran- 
faction. The plan of the Loan embraced all thoſe who choſe to 
contribute, and if they who do not generally ſupport Governmem, 
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were not of the number of thoſe who would enjoy the advantage of 
the allowance, it was becauſe they did not think proper to ſtand 
forward at a moment when the public ſervice required ſupport. As 
to the queſtion of the honourable gentleman, it was anſwered in the 
Committee. No expreſs agreement had been made as to any future 
Loan. He placed the propriety of the preſent meaſure upon grounds 
of gencral policy, which much more than balanced any pecuniary 
burden it might occafion. The meaſure was not without example. 
There was a precedent for it in times to which no man could ob- 
jet. In 1759 the intereſt to the contributors to a Loan was al- 
lowed to commence half a year ſooner than was fixed by the terms 
of the bargain, which gave an advantage to the ſubſcriber of 24 per 


cent. On every ground of policy therefore he felt it to be his duty 


to bring forward and ſupport this propoſition. 

Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that, properly ſpeaking, there were 
three parties to be conſidered in a Loan. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the ſubſcribers to the Loan, and the Houſe of Commons, 
Taking it in this view, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had de- 
ceived the original ſubſcribers, and was now about to impoſe upon 
the Houſe, and defraud the Public. With reſpect to the eighteen 
millions Lcan, the ſubſcribers might be taught to believe that there 
vas not to be another Loan, but the Chancellor of the Exch-quer 
could not but know that there muſt be another Loan, for at that 
very moment he knew there was a deficiency of ſeven millions, 
As to the merit of the ſubſcribers to this Loan, he was willing to 
give them full credit for their public ſpirit ; but the meaſure of the 
Chanecllor of the Exchequer made it a fpecies of ſelfiſh publie 
ſhirit, and a mercenary avaricious generofity If they were left to 
bear the whole of this lots, they would be entitled to the ebaraQter 
patriots ; but this meaſure took away all the grace of their public 
adour. He gbferved alſo, that ſhould it ever happen that this bar- 
Bn might turn out profitable to the ſubſcribers by the increaſe of 
the Funds, there was no proviſion for the return of a ſingle pound to 
tle public. of what was now propoſed to be voted to thoſe loyal, 
money lending gentlemen. Indeed it was quite ridiculous e. pro- 
Munee any penegyrics on the loyalty and patriotijm of lubſcrit ers to 
Loans, It was better, becauſe honeſt, to confeſs thar thev etune 

ward with a Loan in expectation of profit, The Miniſter knew 
ls; he had by this Loan loſt much of his credit with the monied 
men; he wiſhed to reſtore himſelf to their favour, and therefore he 
ane now to the Houſe to aſk them to repair his credit out of the 
Public purſe. He had heard with ſurprize, for it was impoſſible for 
* . yeſterday, that many gentlemen had given 
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their votes that this money ſhould be raĩſed upon the public, although 
a great part of it was to go into their own pockets, as ſubſcribers to 
the Loan. He faid he could not conceive any thing more in- 
decent cr more indiſcreet. At a time when the Houſe of Commons 
was extremely unpopular, and deſerved to be ſo, for gentlemen thus 
to diſgrace its proceedings by votes ſo mean and ſelfiſh, was aQual 
madneſs. From Miniſters they expected nothing but deception, 
But if theſe proceedings were carried on, the Hovſe of Commons 
would become more unpopular even than the Miniſters. From 
the one the people expected only to be cajoled and plundered ; but 
from the Houſe they had expected at leaſt ſome attention to their 
intereſts ; they had been diſappointed, however, in ſuch expectations. 
This was, indeed, taking away part of the public odium from the 
Minifter and fixing it upon the Houſe of Commons. Gentlemen 
ſhould beware of doing this when they ſaw ſuch bodies of men in 
a ſtate of deſperate inſubordination, for they would increaſe the dan- 
ger which now threatened the State, by rendering the Houſe of 
Commons deſpicable in the eyes of the People. There was ore 
point more which he muſt preſs in the way of a queſtion, and he 
expected an anſwer from the higheſt authority in that Houſe. He 
wanted to know whether any Member of that Houſe ought to be 
permitted to vote on a queſtion in which he was intereſted perſonally 
and in a pecuniary ſenſe? They could not even be examined as 
witneſſes in ſuch a caſe in a Court of Law, and they would be ob- 
jeRed to by the ſame rule as jurors. He hoped thefe gentlemen 
wpuld feel the delicacy of their preſent fituation, and withdraw when 
the queſtion was put, and if they did, he doubted very much that 
the Miniſter would be ſucceſsful upon the preſent motion. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS roſe in conſequence of the laſt obſer- 
vation which had been made in the courſe of the debate. With re- 
ſpect to the conduct of any individual Member, he apprehended that 
nobody had any right to queſtion the motives of it ; that muſt be 
left as a queſtion of conſcience and individual feeling. Every man 
knew beſt himſelf whether he deſerved ſuch imputations as had been 
thrown out to-night or not, and he know of no means of deciding 
it. Gentlemen might, if they pleaſed, retire from delicacy upon 
this point, becauſe they were ſubſcribers, but he thought there was 
a duty incumbent upon them paramount to all others—he meant 
the duty of a Member of Parliament to expreſs by his vote his op!- 
nion upon every public meaſure that came before him, and upon that 
view of the ſubje& he had made up his mind to vote for the queſtion- 
He himſelf felt no difficulty upon the point of influence: for als 
though he was a ſubſcriber to the amount of 10,0001- 
1 a 


ſcorn to be influenced in his vote by a few hundreds. He truſted 
that other gentlemen felt as he did ; but ſhould there be any diffi- 
culty upon that ſubject, Members might declare their intention of 
not benefiting by the meaſure which was now propoſed. - 

Lord W. RUSSEL diſapproved of this meaſure highly. He 
thought nothing of the patriotiſm of theſe ſubſcribers, if they ac- 
cepted of the price which was now propoſed to be given for it, 
Such patriotiſm would be no better than patriotiſm brought to mar- 
ket, and knocked down by the hammer to the beſt bidder. There 
were, however, gentlemen among the ſubſcribers who really felt as 
patriots ought to feel, and who diſſented from this meaſure, among 
whom he mentioned, to his honour, Mr. Hoare, a banker, who was 
2 ſubſcriber to the amount of 50,0001. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT explained. If gentlemen attached to 
Government, by ſubſcribing, riſked a certain ſacrifice, and others did 
not chuſe to come forward in aid of the public; as there was no li- 
mitation or excluſion, it was unfair that any invidious imputations 
ſhould be thrown out upon the ſubſcriber. | 
Mr. MANNING ſaid, he felt great anxicty upon the preſent 
queſtion, He wiſhed to do complete juſtice, and to do neither 
more nor leſs than his duty. He wiſhed, with ſubmiſſion, to put 
to the Chair a queſtion, which was, Whether a Member of that 
Houſe, who was a ſubſcriber, could, with propriety, and conſe- 
quently with the practice of the Houſe, vote upon the preſent queſ- 
tion? He was not in the Houſe yeſterday. He therefore had not 
vated. He wanted information upon that point. This was not a 
remote or contingent intereſt in the Members of this Houſe who 
were ſubſcribers, but a direct pecuniary intereſt. He ſhould be ex- 
tremely ſorry to withhold his vote, if it was right to give it; he 
ſhould be as ſorry to give it, if the practioe of the Houſe was againſt 
dis voting. 

The SPEAKER—< Having been applied to in ſo diſtin a 
manner by the honourable Member who ſpoke laſt, it is my duty 
to ſtate to him, and to the. Houſe, what appear to me to be the rule 
and practice of the Houſe upon queſtions of this nature. I have 
ways underſtood the rule and practice of this Houſe to be, that 
o Member can regularly (ſubje& to ſome qualification) vote on any 
queſtion which involves in it an immediate intereſt of fuch Mem- 
ber. This I have ſaid, is ſubject to ſome qualification. I will 
nt detain the Houſe by entering into the detail of that qualification 
preſent, But when any meaſure is. ſubmitted to the Houſe, the 
lubſtance of which is to confer a pecuniary advantage, or diminiſh 

a loſs, which is the ſame thing, I am ſatisfied it is not conſiſtent 
48 2 
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with that mode of proceeding which the Houſe has adopted on oe. 
cations of delicacy and importance, that any Member ſhould vote 
on a meaſure by which he intends to derive any benefit in caſe that 
meaſure ſhould be carried into law.” 

Mr. MANNING faid, he was much obliged to the Speaker for 
delivering fo clear an opinion; and after a few words, expreſſive 
of his fituation as a Bank Director and ſubſcriber to the Loan, de- 
clared he ſhould decline voting upon this queſtion: 

The SPEAKER—*« I am extremely deſirous of being diftinaly 
underſtood by the Houſe upon this important queſtion. It does not 
appear to me to be poſſible for the Houſe, under any exiſting rule 
or order, to preclude any Member from voting. But I will fate 
what appears to me to be the practice of this Houſe as far as my 
reſearches have gone. The only precedent that I have been able 
to find analogous to this caſe, is to be met with m the latter end of 
the laſt century, in 1664; there it appears that a Member voted 
in a queſtion in which he was dircaly intereſted, and his vote was 
diſallowed afterwards on a diviſion. If therefore, any Members 
vote upon a queſtion which includes that ſyecies of intereſt in the 
opinion of the Houſe, the Houſe may afterwards diſallow their 
votes. I muſt, however add, that this applies to the benefits which 
they expect and intend to derive. If Members who may be inti- 
tled to benefit ſhall ſay they do not intend to derive any, it will be 
for the Houſe to judge whether they will allow their votes. This, 
I underſtand, to be the rule and practice, as appears upon the jour- 
nals. The Houſe may undoubtedly make an order for the pteſent 
occaſton if they think proper. But as the practice ſtands, the 
Houfe, although it cannot preclude any Member from voting, may, 
after the divition, annul the votes that have been given under the 
circumſtances which I have ſtated.“ 


The SECRETARY AT WAR could hardly conceive any: 


queſtion, in which Members of Parliament were not, in ſome ſhape 
or other, intereſted ; and conſequently if they were to be deprived 
of the liberty of voting on this queſtion, the principle of diſqualif 
cation muſt extend to every queſtion when a Member of Parlia- 
ment's intereſt was at all concerned. He contended, that the pri- 
vate intereſt of ſach ſubſcribers as were Members of Parliament, 
bore no compariſon to the public intereſt they had in giving thel 
votes. Public and private intereſt were ſo involved in every quel 
tion that could come before the Houſe, that it was impoſſible the 
could be diſunited, and he did not know how the public bufine 
could go on if a vote was then to be diſqualified, by ſhewing that? 
perſon voting was iutereſted for himſelf; he had no intereſt in Ut 


deciſi 

M 
for th 
full la 
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ſubje< ; but ; but if he had, he ſhould have felt no reſtraint on his mind 
in giving his vote. 

The SPEAKER again ftated to the Houſe, that, in his nl 
according to the deciſions of the Houſe which had taken place on 
this ſubject, the one 1604, and the other 1664, no Member who 
had a direct and immediate intereſt could have a right to vote on 
any queſtion upon which ſuch intereſt might be ſuppoſed to operate. 
This he illuſtrated, adducing particular inſtances in which reſtrie- 
tions are laid upon Members. It was, therefore, for the Houſe to 
decide whether the preſent caſe came within the deſcription of a 
direct and immediate intereſt ; and if they were of that opinion, 
then the gentlemen who were ſubſcribers to this Loan could not be 
allowed to vote. 

Mr. BASTARD complimented the Speaker upon his candour, 
and hoped that no gentleman intereſted would vote, becauſe by the 
Conſtitution every man's motives were ſuſpected. All contraQors, 
except contractors for Loans, were excluded from the Houſe ; and 
if the preſent propoſition were to be carried, it would be an irrefiſti- 
ble argument for their excluſion alſo. 

Mr. PETRE ſaid, that by his ſubſcription he would be entitled 
to 751. bonus, but declared that this would not in the ſmalleſt 
degree influence his vote; if, however, it was the opinion of 
the Houſe that he ought not to give one, he ſhould bow to its 
deciſion. 

Mr. D. RYDER expreſſed the greateſt deference and reſpect 
for the opinion of the Speaker, but thought if it was taken in the 
full latitude in which it was delivered, it would materially affect the 
votes of Members in a great many particular inſtances in which, 
by the invariable practice of the Houfe, they were now in the daily 
habits of voting. For inſtance, in all cafes where a tax was to be 
laid on horſes, dogs, coaches, and other articles, which Members 
might be ſuppoſed to pay in a larger proportion than others, he 
thought, in ſtrictneſs, the rule now laid down would operate ſo as 
to prevent a Member from voting againſt any ſuch tax. The ſame 
might be ſaid with regard to voting for the repeal of a tax, towards 
which any Member paid a "muy large proportion more than his 
neighbours. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, he was ſorry to be again obliged to trouble 
he Houſe, but the honourable Member who ſpoke laſt had cer- 
teinly miſconceived the rule as he had explained it. The caſes 
put by the honourable Member were all caſes where the intereſt of 
rs was merely eventual along with thoſe of the reſt of the 
community; the rule, as he had laid it down, according to the 
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former decifions and practice of the Houſe, related entirely to a 
dire& and immediate intereſt, and in that caſe he was Clearly of 
opinion that Members poſſeſſing ſuch intereſt could not be allowed to 
vote where that intereſt interfered. He confeſſed he could not con- 
fiſtently go farther into the buſineſs, but that was his opinion, not 
only drawn from his obſervation and ſtudy of the rules and practice 
of the Houſe, but from his converſation with many reſpectable per. 
fons who had great praQtice and experience in thoſe rules. 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER, after profeſſing the higheſt reſpe& for 
the authority of the Chair, endeavoured to ſhew, that the opinion 
delivered by the Spcaker was not applicable to the vote of this 
evening. 

Mr. W. SMITH declined entering into the general queſtion, as 
there would be many opportunities for diſcuſſing it. The honour. 
able gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe had complained of the 
refined conſtruction of the queſtion ; but he aſſured them, that the 
country would view it as a very plain one. One gentleman alone 
in the Houſe was intereſted 3,500l. in the deciſion. 

Lord HAWKESBURY confeſſed that he was fully ĩimpreſſed with 
the weight and conſequence of the Speaker's opinion. He had laſt 
night voted on this queſtion, under an idea that the ſmall advantage 
which he ſhould derive from the ſum he had ſubſcribed to the Loan 
could by no means difqualify him from giving his vote. Impreſſed 
as he ſtill was that it was neceſſary to remunerate the great body of 
ſtockholders in this Loan, he ſhould vote for it accordingly—but 
he was willing, firſt of all, to diſclaim all intereſt whatever as 2 
ſubſcriber. 

Mr. SHERIDAN was very ſorry that the fituation of the 
Speaker ſhould, in a great meaſure, prevent him from giving his 
opinion and reaſons without reſtriction. He wiſhed, therefore, that 
he might have an opportunity of delivering it free from any clog, 
and would therefore move to have the reſolution re- committed. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT objected to the re-commitment of the 
'reſolution. He allowed the juſtice of the rule as laid down by the 
Speaker, and ſaid, that on the queſtion upon the reſolution he was 
willing that no Member's vote ſhould be taken who did not firſt 
diſclaim and make a waiver of his intereſt in the ſum he had 
ſubſeribed. 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, that, during thirty-two years he had been 
in Parliament, this was the firſt Loan he had ever been concerned 
in. He ſubfcribed, becauſe he thought it would be of ſervice 10 
the country. As ſoon as the preſent meaſure had been mentioned 


vote, 


Mr. 
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he thought it wrong, and accordingly oppoſed it, and he now diſ- 
claimed all intereſt in it. 

Mr. SHERIDAN withdrew his amendment for the re- com- 
mitment. 53 

The queſtion being loudly called for, a diviſion took place: 

For the Reſolution, 36; Againſt it, 35. Majority, 1. 

After the numbers were declared, Mr. 'T IERNEY ſtated, that 
he underſtood that thoſe gentlemen who had not diſclaimed their in- 
tereſt, were not intitled to vote. He ſaw an honourable gentleman 
oppoſite to him (Mr. Roſe), who had not expreſſed a determination 
not to derive any benefit from this meaſure ; and therefore he 
moved, That the vote of George Roſe, Eſq. be diſallowed.” 

Mr. ROSE faid, that he had determined not to take any advant- 
ge of the meaſure, and had expreſſed that determination to his 
friends near him. 

Mr. TIERNEY, Mr. SHERIDAN, Mr. W, SMITH, 
Mr. HUSSEY, Lord WILLIAM RUSSEL, and Mr. J. 
CLARKE, contended, that the honourable Member could not 
qualify himſelf to vote, by diſclaiming his intereſt, after the 
dvifion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, Mr. DUNDAS, Mr. RYDER, and 
Mr. STEELE, infiſted, that all that was required by the order of 
the Houſe was, that a gentleman ſhould not poſſeſs an intereſt. 
The honourable Member had formally diſclaimed all intention 


a vote. 


his reſolution not to profit by the bonus, had a right to give his 
vote, whether that determination was expreſſed before or after the 
diviſion, | 

Mr. HUSKISSON having ſtated himſelf to be in the ſame ſitu- 
ation with Mr. Roſe, Mr. TIERNEY moved to amend his mo- 
uon, by inſerting the name of Mr. Huſkiſſon. 


Mr. Tierney's motion was negatived without a diviſion. 
Adjourned, 


Friday, 2d Fune. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for taking 
His Majeſty's meſſage into conſideration. 
The SPEAKER having read the meſſage, 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that important as the occafion was 
TM which he was now unfortunately compelled to trouble the 


of profiting by the meaſure, and therefore was qualified to give 


Mr. SPEAKER was of opinion, that any Member declaring 
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Houſe, he ſhould not be under the neceſlity of detaining them long, meaſ! 
By the communication which had been made from the Throne, the had p 
Houſe were informed that the favours which Government had if the 
granted to the ſeamen, and which had been accepted by part of them foreig 
with duty and gratitude, had not, in every inſtance, produced the and f. 
deſired effect, and that there were ſtill the crews of ſome ſhips who of Pa 
perſiſted in acts of open mutiny ; that they had continued in that tors tl 
Kate of mutiny and diſobedience, although the meaſures which the and, | 
Legiſlature had taken in their behalf had been diſtinctly announced, that t 
and His Majeſty's pardon offered to them, upon condition of their unani: 
returning to their duty. They had the mortification of knowing, as calc 
that that mutiny had been carried to a moſt dangerous and unex- which 
ampled exceſs, and that the mutineers had actually proceeded to ads though 
of open hoſtility againſt part of His Majeſty's naval force, aQing fary fo 
under regular authority, and in obedience to orders. Much as into th 
they muſt deplore this unfortunate circumſtance, at any time highly howev: 
diftrefling, and more ſo at this moment, as tending to increaſe the no dou 
public difficulties, yet he truſted the Houſe would unanimouſly feel, ſhould 
that at ſuch a moment, and under ſuch circumſtances, their firſt prevent 
duty was to ſhew to the world, that there was no public difficulty would | 


which they were not ready to meet with that firmneſs, with that puilt of 
courage, with that zeal for the public welfare, which alone would of its 
extricate the country from its preſent diſtreſs, and which alone was which | 
worthy the repreſentatives of a great, a brave, and a free people. and the 
Animated with theſe feelings, and imprefſed with theſe ſentiments, The rer 
he was convinced that they would not feel the ſlighteſt heſitation in lament, 
carrying to the Throne the affurances of their unanimous determi- ect wit 
nation of affording to His Majeſty every ſupport in their power, 10 ime, 

enable him to put an end to this reſiſtance of regular authority, and their du 
to counteract the effects of fo fatal an example. He truſted, that could ſu 
though they muſt all feel and lament the difficulty thus brought firm per 
upon the country, they would, at the fame time, feel a juſt indigna- wuntry : 
tion at the conduct of thoſe crews, to whom he had alluded — con- Wviduali 
duc, ſo inconſiſtent with the charaQer of Pritiſh ſeamen. and ſoun- iſ Er criſis 
grateful a return for the liberality of Parliament, and the favour of et muſt 
the Crown. But, in expreſſing theſe ſentin:ents, at a cundudt ſo WW **2lous e: 
repugnant to the paſt character of our ſailors, who had cſtauliſhed, — 
on ſuch a ſtrong foundation, the glory of the Britiſh navy, and the nd to | 
proſperity and ſecurity of the kingdom, he muſt be allowed to {fs Who boaſt 
that it could not be in the hearts of Britiſh ſeamen that ſuch (ent- * ſta 
ments had originated, If there were any enemies to the funda- m, to n 
mental intereſts, and to the national honour of this country, who them; 


Wiſhed to weaken the ſupporters of our fafety, by inciting chem n 0 I 
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meaſures, not more fatal to the Public than to the Navy itſelf ; who 
had poiſoned the minds, and perverted the principles of our failors ; 
if there were any internal enemies who united in intereſt with our 
foreign foes, however we might lament the effe& of their wicked 
and falſe miſrepreſentations, ſtill the indignation of the Houſe and 
of Parliament ought to be more ſtrongly directed againſt the inſtiga- 
tors than againſt theſe miſguided and deluded men, who, for a time, 
and, he truſted, only for a time, had been ſeduced. He believed, 
that the Houſe would, in compliance with His Majeſty's meſſage, 
vnanimouſly and anxiouſly conſider the preſent ſituation of the laws, 
as calculated to prevent or to puniſh any attempts of the nature to 
which he alluded, and which had been openly, and repeatedly, 
though unſucceſsfully, made in another ſervice. It was not neceſ- 
fary for him, in this ſtage of the buſineſs, to enter more particularly 
into thoſe meaſures which he meant to propoſe : he thought it fair, 
however, to appriſe the Houſe, that if this addreſs was, as he had 
no doubt it would be, immediately and unanimouſly agreed to, he 
ſhould then move for leave to bring in a bill for the more effectual 
prevention of crimes of the nature to which he had alluded. There 
would be, he was ſure, in that Houſe, but one ſenſe of the great 
evilt of this offence, the notoriety of its praQice, and of the danger 
of its conſequences; in ſhort, there exiſted every ground upon 
which penal law could be applied to any offence, viz. the miſchief 
and the danger of the act itſelf, and the frequency of its commiſſion. 
The remedy which he ſhould propoſe for the conſideration of Par- 
lament, would, he truſted, be ſufficiently effiacious to attain its ob- 
ct without outſtepping the moral guilt and real malignity of the 
ime. But while they were expreſſing their ſentiments, and doing 
their duty by making every proviſion” which wiſdom and prudence 
could ſuggeſt for the public ſafety, he could not avoid expreſſing a 
frm perſuafion, that, while Parliament was not wanting to the 
wuntry at ſuch an important eriſis, the Public, collectively and in- 
dvidually, would not be found wanting to themſelves. The pre- 
{nt eriſis was one which, though it ought not to excite deſpondency, 
jet muſt be felt to be ſufficiently arduous to call forth the united and 
walous exertions of all ranks of people. He truſted, that, as this 
„ WH ibcarcd to be a period of unprecedented difficulty, it would alſo be 
c found to be a period of an unprecedented exertion—that every man 
Wo boaſted, and who was worthy of the name of an Engliſhman, 
bud ſtand forth, in the metropolis, and in every part of the king- 

On, to maintain the authority of the laws, and enforce obedience 
them; to oppoſe and counterat the machinations of the diſaf- 


led; and to preſerye à due principle of ſubmiſſion to legal au- 
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thority. He truſted, the people would zealouſly unite for the pur. 
poſes of national defence, and to maintain ſecurity in the kingdom 
at large, and in each particular diſtri ; that this ſentiment would 
not only pervade the public, but every individual would look to 
thoſe means which fell within his power, and, in the circle in which 
he moved, employ them for the public ſafety. 

This was more than ever the public duty, and in the diſcharge 
of it they could rely with confidence on the known valour, and the 
tried integrity of the military force of this kingdom. This was 2 
conduct which every man muſt feel it to be his duty not only to re- 
commend, but to adopt. He was ſenſible that at this moment theſe 
ſentiments muſt be too ſtrongly impreſſed upon every man to render 
any argument from him neceſſary. He felt that he ſhould only 
hurt the feelings, and inſult the honour of the Houſe and the cha- 
raQer of the Nation, if he enlarged more upon the ſubject; and he 
could not have faid leſs conſiſtently with his view of the importance 
of the ſubject. Having ſtated thus much, he ſhould move, 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to fe- 
« turn His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious 
« meſſage : 

« To expreſs to His Majeſty the concern and indignation which 
« we muſt feel, in common with His Majeſiy, at the heinous and 
„ criminal conduct of the crews,of ſome of His Majeſiy's ſhips, 
& notwithſtanding the offer ſo repeatedly made to them of His 
« Majeſty's moſt gracivus pardon, and the proofs of the paternal 
«© regard of His Majeſty, and of the liberality of Parliament, 
« which they have received in common with the reſt of His Ma- 


e 2alty's Keet: 


J aſſure His Majeſty, that we are ready and determined to 
« afford to His Majeſty our utmoſt aſſiſtance in repreſſing ſuch 
« dangerous and criminal proceedings, and to adopt every meaſure 
« which can tend, at this conjuncture, to provide for the public {c- 
« curity : with this view we ſhall proceed, without delay, in put. 
« ſuance of the recommendation of His Majeſty, to conſider of 
4 ſuch farther provifion as it may be neceſſary to make for the 
« more effectual prevention and puniſhment of all traitorous 4. 
«« tempts to excite mutiny in any part of His Majeſty's forces, or 
« to withdraw them from their duty and allegiance, and from that 
« obedience and diſcipline which are ſo important to the proſperij 
ic and the ſafety of the Britiſh empire: | 
« That we have the fulleſt reliance, that all His Majefty' 
« faithful ſubjects, from ſentiments of loyalty and attachment '? 
« His Majeſty, and a juſt anxiety for their deareſt intereſts, vil 
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« be eager to manifeſt, at ſo important a crifis, a full determina- 
« tion to contribute, on every occaſion, their utmoſt exertions for 
« the ſupport of legal authority, the maintenance of peace and 
« order, and the general protection and defence of His Majeſty's 
« kingdoms.” 

Mr. JOLLIFFE ſaid, that though he was not prepared to give 
his aſſent to any alteration in the laws of the country, yet it was 
impoſſible but that this addreſs muſt meet with unanimous approba- 
tion; becauſe, however different the opinions of gentlemen might 
be upon political ſubjects, however they might differ about forms of 
Government, or about the individuals by whom thoſe Governments 
were adminiſtered, there could be but one opinion on this point 
that without diſcipline and ſubordination in the army and navy, no 
Government could exift. The preſent crifis would prove, that the 
people could unite when the general ſafety was concerned, even in 
ſupport of thoſe whoſe conduct they, upon other occaſions, in general 
diſapproved. 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, there was no man in the Houſe more 
ſtrongly impreſſed with the juſtice of the ſentiments contained in the 
addreſs, and advanced by the right honourable gentleman, than he 
was. He truſted, that neither by his conduct, nor by any expreſ- 
fon that ſhould fall from him, there would be any room given to 
ſuppoſe he did not fincerely feel them. He could not, however, 
help deploring, that Miniſters had frequently by their language, af- 
tected to identify the exiſtence of the Conſtitution, and their eontinu- 
ance in office, But, without taking up more of the time of the 
Houſe at preſent, he ſhould only ſay, that, although he ſhould, under 


Joxs 2.] 


tae preſent circumſtances, concur in the meaſure propoſed, yet he 


ſhould feel himſelf perfectly at liberty to expreſs his ſentiments 
upon the conduct of Miniſters, without conſidering himſelf as at» 
ing inconſiſtently with the ſupport he ſhould now give them. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that whatever difference in political 
opinion might prevail among gentlemen in that Houſe, they were 
now come to a time when His Majeſty had an undoubted right to 
all upon all his ſubjects, of every rank, claſs, and deſcription, for 
their zealous co-operation ip maintaining the due execution of the 
laws, and in giving every poſſible efficiency to the meaſures of Go- 
vernment, However juftly it might be contended, that there ex- 
ited ſtrong grounds of reprehenſion and cauſes for future complaint 
ganſt Adminiſtration, yet ſuch conſiderations were, in his opinion, 


at that moment completely out of the queſtion, and the Houſe was 


nw called upon to unite moſt earneſtly with His Majeſty againſt the 
fatal effects that might be produced by the perſeverance in mutiny, 
41 2 | 
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ani the dangerous diſobedience of thoſe ſhips mentioned in His Ma- 
Jeſty's moſt gracious meſſage. He once did intend to have ſub- 
mitted to the Houſe a propoſition, the efficacy of which appeared to 
his mind ſo powerful, that it would, if it had been adopted, have 
prevented the ſubject of the preſent diſcuſſion from taking place. 
But ſuch a meaſure was now become uſeleſs, and, from the events 
which had ſince happened, improper to be applied as a remedy. He 
lamented that the proceedings of the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty had not proved ſucceſsful ; but he was induced to belicve, 
that the failure aroſe, in ſome degree, from the manner in which they 
were conducted. In a negotiation where you conciliate a little, and 
ſay you will conciliate no more, and then do grant more—when a 
Board of Admiralty is aſked for and refuſed, and then a Board of 
Admiralty goes down ; then there is nothing that can be conceded 
as a grace which will be received as one, and nothing held out as a 
menace which will operate and be received as a menace. In al- 
luding to the propoſition which he meant to have ſubmitted 
to the Houſe, it was his intention to have moved for the appoint- 
ment of a Commiſſion, compoſed of men of all parties and deſerip- 
tions, who might in their proceedings have been empowered to ex- 
amine the claims of the ſeamen, to have acceded to thoſe that ap- 
' peared juſt and well founded, and to have rejected thoſe which 
were improper in their nature, and imprudent and dangerous to 
grant. Thus a commiſſion, formed in the way which he wiſhed, 
would have come at once to a definitive concluſion, by expreſsly 
ſtating, We have gone thus far in agreeing to your demands, and 
« will go no farther; any more conceſſions we conceive to be 
4 both dangerous and unjuſt.” Though he ſincerely deplored that 
the propoſition had not been carried into execution, he was ready to 
admit that it was now become uſeleſs. The fatal perſeverance in 
the mutiny, had placed the country in the ſituation deſcribed by the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), and no perſon could feel 
more indignation againſt the foul incendiaries who had cauſed it, 
than himſclf. He was at firſt induced to think, that the mutineers 
had acted under the impulſe of momentary deluſion and miſtake 3 
but their ſubſequent and continued conduct convinced him, that 
ſomething more than deluſion operated on their minds, and that 2 
rooted ſpirit of diſobedience-had taken place of thoſe manly and 
loyal ſentiments with which they had been on former occaſions 
conſtantly animated. If there was, indeed, a rot in the wooden walls 
of Old England, our decay could not be very diſtant. The quel- 
tion, as it evidently appeared in his view, was not about this or that 
conceſſion, but whether the country ſhould be laid proſtrate at the. 
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ſeet of France? It was, in fact, a matter of no moment, whether 
it was laid proſtrate at the feet of Monarchical or Republican 
France, for ſtill the event would be cqually fatal, equally deftruc- 
tive The national commerce would neceſſarily prove the great 
object of the enemy's vengeance, and thoſe miſtaken men, who 
might be inſtrumental in producing fo dreadful a criſis, would ſuf- 
fer moſt eflentially in the deareſt intereſts. Having ſaid thus much 
with reſpe& to the firſt part of the addreſs, he felt himſelf called 
on to declare, that he could not give his conſent to the latter part 
of it, for he was convinced, unleſs the Houſe would make a neceſ- 
fary diſtinction between giving their firm and decided ſupport to the 
Executive Government, againſt both foreign and domeſtic enemies, 
and indentifying the preſent Miniſters with the Government of the 
country, nothing ſolid or beneficial could be done for the public 
ſafety. He could not abſtain from charging His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters with having produced, by their weak and imprudent conduct, 
the calamities in which the nation was involved, although he per- 
fectly agreed with them in expreſſing his indignation on the ſub- 
je& under diſcuſſion 3 and when he came to conſider the manner 
in which the Treaſon and Sedition Bills were announced, ſomewhat 
of an equal pledge with the preſent was prefſed upon the Houſe. 
He was, conſequently juſtified in expreſſing his reluQance to aſſent 
to that part of the addreſs which reſpected the intention of the cri- 
minal code, on the fame grounds as he objected to pledge himſelf 
to agree to the two bills which had paſſed. He ſhould conſider 
himſelf bound to look with a very jealous eye on any meaſure of 
the Legiſlature, which went to increaſe the number of ſanguinary 
penal laws. It was neceffary, firſt, to inquire and aſcertain, whe- 
ther the preſent laws were deficient for the attainment of the ends 
Propoſed in the addreſs ; and he could not but recollect, with great 
regret, that an act ſomewhat ſimilar in its nature to that propoſed by 
the right honourable gentleman, had been paſſed in another country, 
If the bill went, theretore, to extend the ſanguinary code of penal 
kus, without ſtrong and ſufficient grounds, he ſhould confider him- 
elf warranted in withholding his aſſent to that part of the addreſs. 
For that mode of legiſlation had been continually and ſyſtematically 
creaſed under the preſent Adminiſtration : and what was to him 
8 moſt important conſideration, it had uniformly produced the very 
aal which it was intended to prevent. It was not requiſite for 
him to reaſon at any length in ſupport of that opinion, fince facts 
Gly confirmed it. He would aſk, was not the preſent mutiny a 
Proof that the ſpirit of ſedition had increaſed, notwithitanding the 
ills which had been introduced by His Majeſty's Miniſters ? They 
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had alſo thought proper to adopt another remedy, which was con- 
ceived to be effectual. They had eſtabliſhed the ſyſtem of barracks, 
on which millions of the public money had been expended, and 
the Houſe was then told, that ſuch a ſyſtem would keep the ſoldiers 
out of the way of ſeduction, and prevent them from being expoſed 
to the intrigues of the emiilarics of faction. The Houſe was alſo 
told, that if the people could not be made dumb, the ſoldiers ſhould 
be made deaf. There was, he maintained, no proof whatever be- 
fore the Houſe to ſhew there was any deficiency in the exiſting laws 
to provide for the evil complained of ; and until that proof was fairly 
made out, gentlemen could not, with any degree of confiſteney, 
pledge themſelves to give their ſupport to the bill. Knowing from 
experience that the moment the Legiſlature agreed to increafe the 
code of ſanguinary penal laws, they would alſo agree to increaſe 
the evil intended to be remedied, he could not therefore give his 
aſſent to that part of the addreſs. But as the right honourable gen- 
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tleman wiſhed fo very much for unanimity in Parliament on a ſub- 


ject he was ready to confeſs of the moſt ſerious importance, he ſhould 
not, for his part, interrupt this unanimity, and would therefore for 
the preſent decline giving any vote at all. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, he agreed with the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, in a great part of what had been ſtated by 
him. The country was highly indebted to him for his fair and 
manly conduct, and he ſhould not for his own part, attempt to take 
away from the energy and public ſpirit of the honourable gentieman, 
by expatiating on the ſame ſubject. There appeared to him, how- 
ever, an error in one of the obſervations of the honourable gentle- 
man; he ſeemed to ſuppoſe, that the Lords of the Admiralty, after 
having refuſed to make any farther concefſions, went down them- 
ſelves to Sheerneſs for the purpoſe of negotiation. That they did 
originally refuſe to go, is true; that they did go afterwards, is alſo 
true ; but the circumſtances were ſuch, that they would have been 
culpable if they had gone in the firſt inſtance, and equally culpable 
if they had not gone in the ſecond. They were called upon to 89 
down and redreſs grievances: but it was afterwards faid, that in 
the exiſting ſtate of affairs, if the Admiralty would go to Sheernels, 
not with a view to redreſs grievances, but to make a declaration 
that they would not yield to any demands made ſubſequent to the 
failing of Lord Bridport's fleet, ſuch a declaration, if made, declining 
all negotiation, would in all probability be attended with the effect 
of putting an end to the belief that, by holding out, the ſailors could 
obtain farther conecſſions. The Admiralty did not make concel- 
ſions; they declared that they would not enter into negotiation, 
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but that they were ready to grant pardon, and to put the ſailors on 
the ſame footing as thoſe of Lord Bridport's fleet. Such were the 
real circumſtances of the proceedings of the Lords of the Admiralty. 
With reſpect to the concluding part of the addreſs, in which the 
honourable gentleman did not concur, he was induced to believe, 
that the honourable gentleman laboured under a miſrepreſentation 
on that point. But it was ſincerely to be hoped, that he would not 
diſturb that unanimity fo neceflary at the preſent moment, by enter- 
taining even that miſapprehenfion. The honourable gentleman did 
not ſurely mean to ſay that cafes might not occur when the Legiſ- 
lature ought to interfere, for the purpoſe of enforcing or extending 
the exiſting laws, when the object in view was the prevention of 
meaſures of ſo fatal a tendency that they went to the ſubverſion of 
all military order and obedience, and even endangered the exiſtence 
of the country! But in fact there was nothing in the addreſs now 
brought forward that related in the ſmalleſt degree to the bill which 
was intended to be brought forward. He would therefore appeal to 
the honourable gentleman himſelf whether his own avowed princi- 
ples were not in the clofeſt union with the latter part of the 
addreſs, : 

Mr. BAKER expreſſed his concern that the honourable gentle- 
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man (Mr. Sheridan) had, in the courſe of his ſpeech, let fall ſome 


expreſſions which might have a diſagreeable effect. The honour- 
able gentleman had certainly a right to introduce in the courſe of 
his comments, the ſubject of erecting barracks, but the alluſion to 
the preſent diſcuſſion was not exactly juſt, It was ſincerely to be 
wiſhed, that in noticing the meaſures of Government, he had not 
pointedly made the ſuppoſition that the ſoldiers were ſhut up to avoid 
contracting the ſentiments of anarchy which were now ſpread. 
Of the obedience and loyalty of. the ſoldiers, not the leaſt doubt 
could be entertained ; and notwithſtanding the mutinous conduct of 


ſome of the ſeamen, the general claſs of that gallant body were ani- 


mated with the moſt genuine ſentiments of loyalty. | 
Mr. B. HOBHOUSE roſe and ſaid: — ] truſt it is unneceſſary 
for me to ſtate, that I unite moſt cordially in thoſe ſentiments of 
patriotiſm which have been delivered by many gentlemen this night. 
No man can feel a ſtronger ſenſe than myſelf of the criminality of 
the proceedings of the ſeamen, or more reprobate the machinations 
(if proved) of thoſe evil-minded perſons who have excited them to 
the commiſſion of ſuch outrages. But upon the face of this addreſs 


2 fact is implied, of which I am not ſatisfied. When we affure | 


His Majeſty that we are ready to adopt . farther proviſions” for the 
Puuſhment of thoſe who ſeduce his forces from their obedience: to 
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the laws, do we not admit the exiſting laws to be inadequate to the 
ſuppreſſion of the guilty. practice? With this idea I was impreſſed 
when the addreſs was firſt read, and I am confirmed in my judge- 
ment by finding that this paſſage ſtruck my honourable friend (Mr. 
Sheridan) in the ſame light. But, Sir, I will not on account of this 
objection abſtain from giving my vote for this addreſs, underſtand. 
ing that I ſhall not be precluded from offering any argument what. 
ever againſt the intended bill, when it is ſubmitted to the conſidera- 
tion of the Houſe. Nay, I will go farther and ſay, that if the right 
Honourable gentleman can convince me that the mutiny on board 
His Majeſty's ſhips at the Nore is owing to the wicked arts of internal 
enemies, that the exiſting laws are not ſufficient to prevent ſuch ſe- 
duction, and that the bill he propoſes to introduce will anſwer the 
purpoſe better, I ſhall be ready to give him my hearty ſupport. 

Before I fit down, Sir, I wiſh to advert to what has fallen from 
the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt (Mr. Baker), He con- 
demns my honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan) for having expreſſed 
himſelf fo ſeverely againſt the erection of barracks throughout the 
kingdom. We have heard of late a great deal of this kind of cen- 
ſure, but I hope it will never deter any Member from openly and 
fully declaring his ſentiments on any meaſure whatever ; otherwiſe 
this Houſe can no longer be deemed a place for free diſcuſſion. 
Beſides, if there be any imprudence in the ſpeech of my honourable 
friend (which I do not admit), it is till more imprudent in the ho- 
nourable gentleman to hold it up to the notice of the public. 

Sir, the honourable gentleman in another part of his ſpeech 
aſſures us, that the heart of the navy is ſound, a few ſhips only being 
in a ſtate of mutiny. I am not without my fears that this intelli- 
gence is ill founded. God grant that I may be miſtaken, and 
that we may ſoon hear of the entire reſtoration of order and diſ- 
cipline ! 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the unanimity which he was 
happy to ſee prevail in the Houſe, rendered it unneceſſary for him to 
detain them long. The unanimity which was manifeſted ia the 
Houſe, he ſhould take as a pledge of the unanimity which would be 
diſplayed by the Nation at large, and he drew from it the moſt fa- 
vourable augury. Not that it would produce an unanimity in ſup- 
port of Adminiſtration: for he could not mix any conſiderations of 
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that kind with the preſent ; but an unanimity in reſpect of objects 
for which every man ought to ſtruggle to the laſt moment of his 


life —a determination to refiſt the machination of domeſtic traitors 
acting in concert with foreign enemies—a determination to preſerve 


the intereſts, to effect the ſecurity, and maintain the independence of 
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this country. They might preſerve old animoſities and party dif- 
ferences for future diſcuſſion ; but if they were Engliſhmen they 
could not heſitate for a moment to take every means in their power 
to rouze the ſpirit, and to direct and concentrate the force of the 
country. It was not by words, it was not by declarations, that, at a 
moment like the preſent, they could diſcharge their duty to the 
country, but by their willingneſs individually to ſtand forth, by their 
readineſs for action, by their efforts to ſupport a due obedience to the 
laws, and to give every aid to the magiſtracy of the kingdom. It 
was by the combined efforts of the Public, and the effuſions of indi- 
vidual zeal throughout the kingdom, that the views of our internal 
and foreign enemies would be diſappointed, and that this country 
would once more be placed in the fituation from which it had been 
ſo unhappily removed. Such was his anxiety upon this occaſion to 
procure unanimity, that he would have given up much to attain that 
object. If it had been poſſible, he would have divided the addreſs 
to obtain his purpoſe. He was, however, happy, that the ſingle 
point on which any difference had ariſen, was not one that would 
diſturb the unanimity of the vote which they were about to give. 
After the explanation which had been given, he ſaw no ground upon 
which gentlemen could be induced to oppoſe the latter part of the 
addreſs; it contained no poſitive pledge to any particular a&—it 
pedged them only to this, that they would conſider the propriety of 
opting ſuch meaſures as the exigency of the caſe might require. 
The Houſe, therefore, in voting for the addreſs, went no farther 
lan to declare, that they would act in compliance with His Ma- 
eis recommendation, but did not preclude themſelves from taking 
into their mature conſideration the nature of the bill, nor did they 
y ſuch a vote debar themſelves from withholding their aſſent to 
ay matter that might appear objectionable in it. But though he 
ns ſo particularly anxious to ſecure unanimity in paſſing the ad- 
ireſs, he did not, with a view of obtaining that defirable object, wiſh' 


o conceal or protract the delivery of his ſentiments on any part of 


lie meaſure. His eonviction on the propriety of the bill was 

lumed on the ground of the greateſt neceſſity ; and ſtrongly im- 
heſſod with the idea that it was abſolutely requiſite to give diſpatch. 
bo the operation of it, he ſhould move, the moment the addreſs was 
aned, for leave to preſent the bill; and if it was then agreed to, 
ie ſhould alſo propoſe that it be then read a ſecond time, and that 
tbe committed to-morrow: - An honourable gentleman (Mr. Hob- 

uſe) who had ſpoken againſt the latter part of the addreſs, de- 
ared that he reſerved to himſeif the liberty of oppofing the bill. 


4 ſeelaration of that nature was by no means neceſſary, beeauſe no 
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gentleman could be ſuppoſed to pledge himſelf to meaſures which he ſediti 
had, in all inſtances, the freedom of diſcuſſing and difagreeing with. his p 
He would not undertake to remove the ſeruples of the honourable ſatisf 
gentleman on every point which was contained in the latter part of ſtate 
the addreſs, but he entertained an opinion that he was competent to conce 
do fo on ſome points which appeared peculiarly ſatisfactory to him- meaſ\ 
ſelf. The proviſions of the bill did not go beyond the neceſſity of nity, 
the caſe, and this ſtatement he would undertake in the moſt direct that t 
and poſiti ve manner to ſupport ; but if the honourable gentleman in ane 
meant that it was requiſite to prove the exiſtence of particular acts to his 
on board each of His Majeſty's ſhips, which were then in a ſtate of detach 
mutiny, he ſhould freely declare that he would undertake no ſuch circun 
thing. He took the ground of proceeding with the bill to be de- monſtr 
rived from a plain and fair opinion, on which the public mind and indi vic 
Parliament might be fully ſatisfied, as in many other caſes of equal experie 
"notoriety. That the ſpeeches of this or that emiſſary of faction tempts 

and general anarchy had produced mutiny in particular ſhips, he have ſ 
would not pretend to fay ; but the public opinion with reſpect to bills w 
the diſorganized ſtate of theſe ſhips, and the caufes which had firlt part wi 
produced the diſobedience, and continued to uphold it, was founded the arr 
en grounds unhappily too notorious in all inſtances, too much felt unremi 
in ſome caſes, and too ſtrongly proved, but fortunately defeated in diery, | 
others. On theſe grounds, he ſhould, therefore, propoſe: the bill. in the! 
He thought it neceſſary, in conſequence of what had fallen from BW be had 
ſome gentlemen, to ſubmit theſe candid ſtatements which had pro- connect 
duced his conviction on the propriety of the meaſure—and he ſedition 
"begged pardon of the Houſe for having troubled them a ſecond BF and too- 
time; but he felt, from the great importance of the ſubject, from WF accident 
the preſſing exigency of the caſe, and from the preſent criſis of WW was den 
public affairs, that it was the duty of every man zealouſly to units WI Notting! 
in a meafure which, by ſecuring the obedience and diſcipline of WW other pl 
His Majeſty's forces, would alone preſerve the country from the tered an, 
efforts of its domeſtic and foreign enemies. of the n 
The queſtion was then put on the addreſs, which was agreed t0 8 happy in 
nem. con. | J ow lame me 
Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe again, to move for leave to bring in itlelf tg t 

a bill for the better prevention and puniſhment of all traitorous at. I fon to pr 
tempts to excite ſedition and mutiny in His Majeſty's ſervice ; or put in ex 
withdraw any part of His Majeſty's forces by ſea or land from tbei the ſegiri, 
duty and allegiance to him, and from that obedience and diſcipli"*WF dangergy 
which are ſo important to the proſperity and the ſafety of the Bring doubt the 
empire. He had already ſtated, he obſerved, that if any perſon te wiſh 


vuired ſubſtantial evidence of any individual mal - practices to ccc 
8 1 


ſedition and mutiny in His Majeſty's ſervice, it was not at preſent in 
his power to produce it ; but he truſted it would be enough for the 
ſatisfaction of the Houſe to authorize the introduction of the bill, to 
ſtate the neceſſity on general grounds. It would be enough, he 
conceived, to obtain their ſanction, and their approbation of the 
meaſures he was about to recommend, if the frequency, the malig- 
nity, and the univerſality of ſeditious practices were ſo notorious, 
that they were daily coming to the knowledge of every perſon both 
in and out of that Houſe. From his official ſituation, it had fallen 
to his ſhare more, perhaps, than moſt gentlemen, to ſee different 
detached pieces of evidence, and to become acquainted with various 
circumſtances, which from the events which had taken place, de- 
monſtrated the operation of the cauſes to which he alluded. Every 
individual gentleman muſt have ſeen, from his own obſervation and 
experience, enough to furniſh a conviction of the exiſtence of the at- 
tempts which they were defirous to prevent. Gentlemen muſt 
have ſeen, by emiſſaries being at work at ſecret hours, by the hand- 
bills which had been induſtriouſly circulated and diſperſed in every 
part where they were likely to attract the attention of the ſoldiers in 
the army, that the engines of ſedition had been no leſs buſily and 
unremittingly perſevering on ſhore, where, to the honour of the ſol- 
diery, he had the happineſs to ſay, they failed in their effects, than 
in the navy where they had unfortunately prevailed. Here, then, 
he had an opportunity of obſerving, that gentlemen needed only to 
conne the diſcontents on board the fleet with the other ſpecies of 
ſedition upon ſhore, to pronounce them to be operations of one fatal 
and too-well-digeſted ſyſtem ; for that they were not the effects of 
xcident, nor the effuſion of one ſolitary and unconneRed diſcontent, 
| was demonſtrated by the conformity of tranſactions at Newcaſtle, at 
Nottingham, at Maidftone, at Canterbury, at Saliſbury, and many 
ober places, where the ſame ſpecies of hand- bills had been ſcat- 
eered and diffuſed, accompanied by rumours echoed and re-echoed 

of the moſt falſe and ſcandalous nature, and where, in ſome" un- 
0B fappy inſtances, a few deluded or ill-minded people had ſet the 


lame melancholy example. A more ſtudied ſyſtem could not offer 


WY itſelf to the thoughts of any man; a more practicable plan of trea- 
bn to provoke a general rebellion could never be attempted to be 
put in execution. From ſuch ſpecimens, therefore, it was evident 
the ſedition was extenſive enough to prove it to be ſyſtematic, and 
dangerous enough to make precaution requifite. Could any perſon 
doubt the exiſtence of ſome treacherous conſpiracy ? Could any per- 
lon wiſh to have a proof of its exiſtence, when its exiſtence had al- 
Rady been atteſted by numerous inſtances of loyalty and fidelity in 
406 3 : | 
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the ſoldiery, who, with honeſt and honourable indignation, had not 
only been wiſe and reſolute enough to repel it, but had alſo volunta- 
rily ſtepped forward in the moſt liberal and manly manner to diſ- 
cover the offenders? With this notoriety of a diſgraceful ſyſtem 
to corrupt our ſervice, where it had ſo nobly been defeated, how 
could any man doubt of its infinuation and its influence in another? 
"A quarter, too, where ſuch opinions and ſuch meaſures were the 
leaſt congenial to the natural diſpoſitions of the perſons who pro- 
feſſed them. The whole affair was of that colour and deſcription 
which proved it to be not of a native growth, and left no heſitation 
in the mind of any thinking man to determine whence it was im- 
ported; on the contrary, it was ſo uniform and particular in its 
ſpecies, and ſo like every ſample of what they had witneſſed in 
another country, that there was no doubt the propagators of it there 
had formed and carried into execution a determination to tranſplant 
it into every ſoil that would receive it. Could any man for a 
moment doubt, he again demanded, that the ſame engines had been 


{ Commons, 


at work in this country to produce diſorder and rebellion which had 


been elſewhere ſo fatally effectual? Could any man doubt it with 
the knowledge of the fruſtrated endeavours in the army, and the 
ſuſpicion of the ſame endeavours in the navy? The Houſe, then, 
had all the proof which could be required to form its judgement, 
and to guide its conduct. The crime united all the malignity, all 
the heinouſneſs which could excite reſentment, with all that danger 
and importance which could demand the immediate interference of 
the Legiſlature. But he would put it to the deciſion of every man 
who heard him, were the laws now in being ſufficient to deter men 
from the proſecution of their evil purpoſes? That they had not 
deterred them, was plain from the mutinous proceedings ſtill exiſt- 
ing; and this very circumſtance was a reaſonable ground for the 
preſumption that the laws in force were not ſutficient. Let us look 
at the ſtatute laws, conſider their origin, and examine their extent. 
Had the ſtatute law ever endeavoured to ſcarch out every poſſible 
offence, and provide for its prevention and its puniſhment * Cer- 
tainly not! The ſtatute laws of this country were not the reſult of 


an original deliberate ſyſtematic code ; they had grown up to what 


they were by an accumulation of proviſions made to ſuit offences as 
-- they occurred, and their character and complexion 1 
them to be the produce of different periods. What then 8 

the principle of any one's argument who ſhould contend, that . 
cauſe no particular law, nor any particular penalty, has been) 
provided by the Legiſlature in this or any other individual cale, = 
ſhould ever be provided? His argument would equally well app!) 
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if he were to contend that no law or puniſhment ſhould be in force 

againſt parricide, becauſe, by referring to the ſtatute books, he might 
find, that there was a time when no ſuch law or penalty exiſted. 

To meet this moſt dangerous and atrocious crime there was then 
no adequate proviſion at preſent in our Statute books — he put it 
therefore to the Houſe, whether they would be content to let it reſt 
ſy !— Whether they would leave to be comprehended under the 
head of a common miſdemeanor, a crime which exceeded the bounds 
of ordinary treaſon ? The good ſenſe and reading of any gentle- 
man in the Houſe muſt have clearly informed him that the Legifla- 
ture did not enact anticipating laws, but waited till oceaſion de- 
manded them. Formerly, to entice any of His Majeſty's forces 
to deſert from his ſervice was only a common miſdemeanor, but 
ſoon after the acceſſion of the Family of Hanover to the Throne 
of theſe dominions, that law was reviſed and altered, and any perſon 
found guilty of that offence, incurred an additional penalty. Would 
any man pretend to ſay then, that a perſon found guilty of enticing 
any of His Majeſty's forces to deſert, ſhould incur a heavy penalty, 


their arms in breach of their allegiance, thould go unpuniſhed ? In- 
diſputably not! And for that reaton he had undertaken to provide 
ſuch a remedy as to him appeared moſt likely to prevail. He re- 
gretted that the offences were ſo ſecret and ſo complex in their na- 


ture, that it was impoſſible at preſent to define them, and under 


thoſe circumſtances he was ſorry to add, he could not propoſe any 
meaſure ſo definite as he wiſhed. In point of. moral guilt, the per- 
bons who had been ſo artful and ſo active in their operations to 
ſeduce the forces from their allegiance and excite them to rebellion 
ſo dangerous a criſis of the public ſafety as the preſent, were the 
worſt traitors to ſociety, and certainly deſerved the higheſt and moſt 
exemplary puniſhment ; but on the other hand, as the preciſe na- 
ture and extent could not be determined, he thought the medium 
would be the beſt and moſt effectual way of proceeding againſt them, 
What he had to propoſe then was, to treat any traitorous attempt 
o excite ſedition and mutiny in His Majeſty's ſervice, or to with- 
da any part of His Majeſty's forces by ſea or land from their 
duty and allegiance, as an aggravated ſpecies of miſdemeanor, leav- 
ng to the diſcretion of the Court the power of inflicting not only 
the penalties of fine and impriſonment, as in other caſes of miſde- 
meanor, but as circumſtances might require, the penalties of baniſn- 
ment and tranſportation alſo. If they looked for a guide to their 
" juſt indignation, this puniſhment would be ſhort of the offence ; 
bit he wiſhed to guard them againſt that, as the offence, however 


and that they who enticed his forces, not to deſert, but to employ 
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heinous, was by no means of a definite nature, and he would rather 
try it in this ſhape than puſh it farther. The Houſe, he believed, 


would think he had not propoſed too much, and he hoped himſelf 


that he had not propoſed too little, He therefore moyed for leave 


to bring 


in the bill. 


Mr. JOLLIFFE agreed in the right honourable gentleman's 
opinion of the atrociouſneſs of the crime, and thought if the puniſh- 
ment were greater than in ordinary caſes of treaſon, it would not 
be too much; but he objected to that part of the propoſal which 
left the power of tranſportation to the diſcretion of Judges. He 
thought the whole of the puniſhment ſhould be known, and left for 

he diſcretion of the Jury. 

Mr. BRANDLING approved the meaſure, and ſuggeſted whe- 
ther it would not be politic to provide rewards for the diſcovery of 
the offenders. 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR faid, he never roſe with more anxiety than 
he did that evening, when it became a part of his public duty to 
join in the proviſion of reſtrictive meaſures againſt the moſt atro- 
cious acts that ever were committed, and that at a time, too, when 


the country was in a moſt dangerous crifis, 
ceedings which had characterized the two laſt weeks, he truſted had 


The diſgraceful pro- 


produced but one ſentiment in the minds of every well-affeQed per- 
ſon to the family upon the Throne and to the Conſtitution, both 


within and without that Houſe—proceedings which at once tarniſhed 


the glory and affected the ſafety of the Britiſh empire — could ex- 
. cite but one ſenſation and produce but one opinion. Neither he, 
nor any man, he imagined, could for a moment doubt that ſuch novel 
and pernicious proceedings had been produced by a concerted plan 
of perſons inimical to the real ſafcty and happineſs of the country; 


nor could any one doubt that ſuch proceedings called at leaſt for 


temporary meaſures of exertion. So far he could not too much com- 
mend the right honourable gentleman for his endeavours to deſtroy 
this dangerous ſedition ; but when he came to conſider the remedy 
propoſed, and conſidered alſo that penalties were to be in force againſt 


offences which were pronounced to be indefinite, he felt himſelf 
obliged to refuſe his entire approbation. 


This he did, becauſe the 


penalties, in his opinion, appeared to be in a great degree inadequate 
to the enormity and criminality of the offence. Feeling the neceſ- 
fity of that principle, which for the benefit and preſervation of ſo- 
ciety ordains that crimes ſhould be repreſſed, he had alſo felt as much 
as any man that they were likely to be repreſſed better by mild than 
fanguinary laws; but nevertheleſs in the preſent inſtance, he felt it 


his duty to ſtate his opinion that the puniſhment and deſcription ol 


[Cox Mons, 


preven 
ſecond 
only, t 
niſhme 


BY — ˖˙ Ä 


JUNE 2:] DEBATES. 703 


the offence were ſo inadequate that he could not give his conſent. 
He did not rife however to oppoſe the motion for leave to be given 
to bring in the bill, becauſe the title extended ſo far as to admit any 
future alteration ; but he would not give his vote in filence to that 
motion, although he had no objection to it after the right honourable 
mover had ſo diſtinctly explained the ſubſtance of the bill, leſt his 
filence ſhould hereafter have been conſtrued into an aſſent to every 
propoſition which that bill contained. He had two objections to 
make, the firſt was, he thought no puniſhment, however ſevere, 
could be adequate to the offences which that bill deſcribed, for the 
offence was equal to the worſt deſcription of treaſon, and deſerved 
the ſevereſt and moſt exemplary puniſhment inſtead of what had 
been propoſed. But as the effence involved a variety of circum- 
ſtances, perhaps one of the reaſons which deterred the right honour- 
able mover from fixing the penalty at a higher rate, was the one that 
prevented him from giving the offence a definite deſcription. The 
ſecond objection was, that by nominating the crime a miſdemeanor 
only, they were likely to produce a difficulty and delay in the pu- 
niſnments of the delinquents that would be very imprudent both upon 
the ſcore of policy and juſtice, and inconſiſtent with the preſſure of 
ſuch dangerous proceedings ; for it is in the power of any offender 
in a miſdemcanor to delay trial; and God forbid, if the conviction 
of the erime of exciting the forces of this country to rebellion were 
brought home to any one, that he ſhould have it in his power to de- 
lay juſtice. In regard to the firſt objection, he felt himſelf obliged 
to expreſs his opinion, that however unwilling he might be to mul- 
tply the penalties of death and he believed, according to our pre- 
ſent criminal code, that penalty was too often inflicted—yet for the 
offence now deſcribed, to excite ſedition and mutiny in His Majeſty's 
forces, and turn the ſtrength of the country into its ewn vitals, at a 
time when the country was convulſed at home, involved in a war 
abroad, and exhauſted in its reſources by the inevitable expences of 


the war, not only death ſhould be incurred, but death in more than | 


uſual horror; for ſcarcely any puniſhment could be too ſevere for 
ſuch a crime. In regard to the ſecond objection, that the trial 
might be as ſpeedy and as eaſy as poſſible, he wiſhed to make the 
oftenee felony, becauſe he wiſhed to make it as definite as it conve- 
ently could be. Having ſaid thus much, he thought it his duty 
to ſtate, that he eame down as much a ſtranger to the remedy pro- 
poſed as any other Member, and that whatever might, be his opi- 


nion of the neceſſity of a ſevere puniſhment, yet he would have that 


Puniſhment to be only temporary, and not of long duration. How 
long a law of that nature ſhould exiſt after the Houſe had been in- 
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duced to adopt it, he left to their deciſion, but it ought by no means with 
to be permanent. He hoped therefore that the zeal which might tatior 
induce the Houſe to concede to any meaſure for ſubduing ſuch of- expec 
fences at this juncture, would not make them forget their duty to poſiti 
themſelves and their conſtituents. Men were apt to be tranſported jeſs ; 
by their indignation, and a variety of other paſſions, beyond their or- No le 
dinary judgement ; and while they fought to avoid one evil, fall into He (< 
the other extreme. He, therefore, cautioned the Houſe to be carefu], ſtate | 
and hoped they would not produce any permanent alterations in the mittec 
Conſtitution. At preſent they might not be able to judge what time M 
would be completely neceſſary for the duration of coercive laws; he tween 
begged them only to remember to provide ſome limits, the extent of his 
of which he left to their cool deliberation. fence 
Mr. Chancellor PITT agreed with the learned Serjeant that if that t] 
the Houſe ſhould adopt his meaſure, it ſhould be only temporary. impriſ 
Feeling as ſtrongly as that gentleman, the extraordinary preſſure of eident 
the circumſtances, he had merely brought forward a meaſure, which Mr 
in his opinion was adequate to the end propoſed, ſubject to the ap- exelud 
probation of the Houſe; and, therefore, whether the bill was, in its or pun 
altered ſtate, to be one of thoſe extraordinary meaſures recommended diſeufſe 
by the honourable gentleman, or the one propoſed by himſelf, would Mr. 
be determined by the Houſe. The caſe never had before exiſted, which 
and as one ſtatute law was not a ſyſtem of general authority, but a hand- b 
remedy applied to an evil as it might ariſe, it was open to the few ind 
Houſe to apply whatever remedy was deemed moſt likely to produce firſt ad 
the deſired effect. As to the meaſure propoſed, he would not give power, 
any decided opinion upon it, but he doubted whether the increaſe plan ſh 
of puniſhment was likely to be attended with the ſucceſs the ho- The 
nourable gentleman ſeemed to expect. He admitted that it would ence, by 
carry with it more terror, but whether the execution of it would of elerg 
be more effective he doubted. It was difficult to attach ſuch a Was allo 
penalty, unleſs a more definite deſcription could be given of the of- Leav 
fence; and he thought by adopting the learned Serjeant's meaſure, ond tir 
inſtead of gaining practically, it would be involving the offence in The 


technical intricacies. It was on this ground he had propoſed 2 Adjourn, 
penalty far beneath his own view of the nature of the crime. He 

wiſhed the queſtion to be diſpaſſionately diſeuſſed, although he ſhould 

be ſorry if, on ſuch a ſubject, there was a man in that Houſe who F 
would not glow with zeal, and ſhew a firm and reſolute condudt in The. 
oppoſing the danger with which we were threatened. Yet, he d C 
ſhould be ſorry alſo if the Houſe would not weigh the queſtion as diſ- Wdion 0 
paſſionately as at any other moment, by the principles of juſtice and ade for 
policy, bearing in mind that whatever was adopted ſhould be done Mr. J 
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without delay. It did not follow that diſpatch ſhould be precipi- 
tation ; he recommended the Houſe to be. cool, determined, and 
expeditious. He did not ſtand pledged as to cither of the two pro- 
poſitions. It would have been treachery in him to have propoſed 
iofs ; whether more ſhould be adopted the Houſe would conſider. 
No long time could be required for the Houſe to form its opinion, 
He ſhould therefore leave the deſcription of the bill in general terms, 
ſtate the general nature of the bill, and leave a blank for the Com- 
mittee to "611 up with the puniſhment, 

Mr. PERCIVAL ſuggeſted that a mean might be adopted be- 
tween the propoſitions of the Chancellor of the Exchequer and that 
of his honourable friend. He thought it would be better if the of- 
fence was denominated felony, but within the benefit of clergy, and 
that there ſhould be a diſcretionary power either of tranſportation or 
impriſonment. It would have the effect of avoiding the delay in- 
eident to trials for miſdemeanors, 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT obferved, that it was not his intention to 
exclude the contideration of any intermediate ſtages of deſcription 
or puniſhment—that would be determined when the queſtion was 
diſcuffed in the Committee. 

Mr. BAKER faid, it would be proper to conſider the mode in 
which the attempts alluded to had been earried on. It was not by 
hand-bills alone. Some diſcontented perſons on board the fleet, very 
few indeed, for he believed the body of the ſeamen to be ſound, had 
firſt adminiſtered oaths and formed committees to eſtabliſh their 
power, after which they began to ſeduce the reſt. The propoſed 
plan ſhould embrace theſe and various other circumſtances. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS faid, there was no differ- 
ence, but in words, between making the offence felony with benefit 
of clergy, and an aggravated mifdemeanor, except that the party 
was allowed Counſel in the one caſe and not in the other. 

Leave was then given, the bill brought up, n a firſt and ſe- 
cond time, and committed for to-morrow. 


The additional Stamp: duty Bill was put off till Wedneſday, 
Adjourned. 


Saturday, 34 Tune, 


7 WW 


The order of the day being read for the Houſe to reſolve itfelf 


into a Committee upon the bill for puniſhing and preventing the ſe- 
1 duction of His Majeſty's ſea and land forces, and a motion being 
made for the Speaker to leave the chair, 


2 | Mr. HOBHOUSE roſe and ſaid: I need not recall to * 
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recolleQtion that, when I laſt night aſſented to the addreſs, I laid in 
my claim to bring forward any objections which might occur to me 
againſt this bill; nor is it neceſſary for me to remind the Houſe that 
I promiſed my hearty ſupport to it, provided the right honourable 
mover could eſtabliſn to my conviction, that the mutinous conduct 
of the ſeamen is owing to the ſecret inſtigations of ill-deſigning 

„that the exiſting laws are inadequate to the ſuppreſſion of 


[ Commons. 


ſuch diabolical artifices, and that the bill now introduced is calcu- 


lated to accompliſh the defired end. Upon ſome or all of theſe 
points I wiſh to make a few obſervations, that I may put the Houſe 
into poſſeſſion of the grounds which regulate my vote of this 
evening. | | | 
I am free to confeſs, Sir, that I agree in the principle ſtated by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, namely, that in ſhewing the ne- 
ceſſity of a remedial ſtatute it is not neceſſary to produce ſuch evi- 
dence, ſuch a full meaſure of legal proof, as is required to convict 
an individual in a court of juſtice. If circumſtances be fo noto- 
rious that no reaſonable man can withhold his belief, it is enough, 
Who can heſitate to pronounce that the ſailors are only miſguided 
and deluded, and that they have been led to commit ſuch lamentable 
exceſſes and acts of hoſtility againſt their country, in conſequence of 
the machinations of a ſet of men, who, wiſhing to ſubvert the Con- 
ſtitution by which they enjoy ſo many advantages, and the real value 
of which they do not at all underſtand, would taint the national 
ſtrength, and turn into the bowels of their native country the ſword 
intended for its defence? Every gentleman muſt have had an op- 
portunity of knowing that ſeditious hand- bills have been thrown 
into the boxes of the ſentinels in this metropolis, and that attempts 
were at the ſame time made to poiſon the minds of the ſoldiery in 
many of the great cities of the kingdom. This is a proof, not 
only that there are lurking incendiaries who endeavour to ſeduce 
our land ferces from their allegiance, but that there is a band of 
them acting according to a preconcerted and regular plan. That the 
diſcontents of the ſeamen ſhould break out preciſely at the ſame point 
of time, is a ſtrong preſumption that their origin is to be attributed 
to the ſame malignant authors. Another fair ground of preſump- 
tion may be derived from the known character of the ſeamen, 3 
frank and generous race, incapable not only of Harbouring for anf 
length of time, but even of forming, any deliberate plan of treachery. 
But a more unqueſtionable evidence ſtill remains: Are there not 
internal marks of the moſt convincing kind, that the ſtatement a 
their grievances preſented to the Admiralty is the compoſition 
almoſt any perſon rather than a ſeaman? The clumſy endeavor 
1 | 
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to introduce a great number of ſea-terms, ſome of which are ſo inac- 
curate, that they never could, as I am well aſſured, have been die- 
tated by any mariner, evidently betrays the pen of a landſman and 
an impoſtor. 

From theſe conſiderations, collectively taken, I feel myſelf war- 
ranted to conclude, that there is in this country /a body of men who 
have conſpired to overturn the Conſtitution by ſeducing the ſea and 


land forces from their allegiance, and attachrnent to their King and 


Country. 

I come now to the ſecond point, upon which I entertain a very 
different opinion from the right honourable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. The right honourable gentleman aſſerted laſt night, 
that becauſe perſons had not been deterred from exciting inſurrec- 
tion in the fleet and army, the exiſting laws might therefore juſtly 
be ſuppoſed incapable of repreſſing ſuch flagitious conduct; but this 
ſurely is very illogical reaſoning. If offences be committed, and 
the laws againſt them put in force without reſtraining the practice, 
then it may be ſaid that the laws in being are totally inadequate to 
the purpoſe for which they were framed : but until you have carried 
them into execution, you cannot ſay whether they be efficacious or 
not. Upon what footing does the law ſtand at preſent? The 
crime of ſeducing His Majeſty's land or ſea forces from their alle- 
gianee is only puniſhable by common law, as the right honourable 
gentleman truly obſerved. But the perſon who is convicted of it 
may be impriſoned for fix years, and during that period be twice ſet 
in the pillory. I ſpeak with ſubmiſſion to the learned gentlemen 
oppoſite to me, who will do me the favour to correct me if I be 
miſtaken. Ts this a very ſlight puniſhment? Ought we not to try 
the effect of it before we have recourſe to greater ſeverity ? I wiſh 
the Houſe to reflect a little upon the uſual conſequences which flow 
rom rigorous penalties. Permit me, Sir, to quote an expreſſion 
ud by ſome French author, Une 1: rigoureuſe produit des crimes. 
Nothing can be more true than this obſervation. Juries become 
ſlow to convict, hopes of impunity increaſe the number of offenders, 
and thus the nation grows every day more and more wicked. By 
the effect, then, which cruel puniſhments produce upon the morals 
of a people; by the veneration with which the code of juriſprudence 
and the legiſlature of the country ought to be regarded ; by the uni- 
form ſeries of examples in the page of hiſtory, all of which make it 
appear that thoſe periods, during which ſanguinary laws prevailed, 

ve ever been moſt unfavourable to liberty; by theſe united con- 
Merations, let me implore the Houſe not to be precipitate ;- let me 
implore them to conſider well before they adopt meaſures of extra- 
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ordinary harſnneſs. For my own part, Sir, until by fair experiment 
I am ſatisfied of the inefficacy of the preſent laws, I cannot give my 
conſent to this bill, or any other of the fame kind, and ſhall there- 
fore oppoſe your leaving the chair, | 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, that ſince the Houſe had ſeparated yeſter- 
day, he had beſtowed upon the ſubject much ſerious attention. He 
coincided in what had fallen from the honourable gentleman who 
had ſpoken laſt, in the concluding part of his ſpeech. If it could 
be proved that the preſent meaſure tended directly to prevent, and 
mote caſily to diſcover and take up the perſons alluded to, he ſhould 
certainly ſupgort it. But he found nothing in the meaſure caleu- 
lated to facilitate diſcovery ; and therefore he ſaw no reaſon for ſuch 
haſte, If it could be ſhewn that ſeditiuon and mutiny were going 
on rapidly, and that the terror of the puniſhment to be inflicd 
would deter men from committing ſuch erimes, then, indeed, the 
bill ought to receive the unanimous ſupport of the Houſe. But if 
the preſent puniſhment of fix years impriſonment would not deter 
them, would the puniſhment of tranſportation? If the offence 
were to be made felony, there would be this extreme inconveni- 
ence : in times of heat every one knew that a great odium attached 
to perſons accuſed ; and therefore it would be of advantage to ſuch 
perſons to have their trials delayed, until the heat and ferment had 
ſubſided. Againſt making the offencc felony, many of the reaſuns 
urged by the laſt ſpeaker particularly deſcrved attention. He did 
hope, therefore, that the report of the bill would be delayed, and 
he concluded what he had to ſay with defiring the preamble to the 
firſt of Mary to be read. | The preamble ſtated, that whereas per- 
ſons for words ſpoken, might be trapped and ſnared, &c.] It was 
poſſible, in the preſent moment, that perſons might be trapped and 
ſnared; and, therefore, to inflict the puniſhment of tranſportation 
for ſeven years in times of ferment for words ſpoken poſiibly in heat, 
was a reſolution to which the Houſe ought not to agree without the 

cepeſt conſideration. 

x Mr. JONES ſaid, as it was his intention to have propoſed 2 
bill for the ſame nature as that introduced by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, he ſhould give to it his decided ſupport. The Houſe 
was earneſtly called upon to prevent the deſtruction of every thing 


£® OM MN s. 


chat was dear and valuable to ſociety, and to oppoſe the operation of 


à dark and deteſtable ſyſtem, which went to the commiſſion of the 
moſt atrocious crimes, and to the perpetration of rapine, murder, 
rape, and every poſſible ſpecies of wanton and malignant _— 
The queſtion was then put on the commitment of the bill, 
agreed 10, with the ſingle negative of Mr. Hobhouſe. 
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The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Mr. 
DOUGLAS in the chair, | 

Mr. Chancellor PIT'T faid, that as ſome objections had been 
made both with reſpe& to the want of a clear definition of the na- 
ture of the crime againſt which it was intended the bill ſhould pro- 
vide, and with reſpe& alſo to the diſcretionary power of in- 
flicting the puniſhment, he ſhould trouble the Committee with a few 
words on both ſubje&s. It had been urged by his learned friend 
near him (Mr. Serjeant Adair), that ſome penalty more ſevere than 
that propoſed to be enacted in the bill, and more adapted to the na- 
ture and malignity of the offence, ouglit to be provided. However 
he might now agree with him on that point, it was his decided 
opinion, that the Houſe ſhould not proceed to impoſe ſuch a pe- 
nalty, without moſt carefully drawing a nice diſtinction between 
the preſent and every inferior offence. From the conſideration 
which the ſhortneſs of the time had allowed him to give the ſubject, 
he was convinced that the beſt and moſt conſtitutional way of pro- 
ceeding would be to make ſuch a deſcription of the offence as might 
appear moſt conſiſtent with the laws of the Statute Book; and to affix 
to it the ſevere puniſhment propoſed by his learned friend. An act 
of mutiny in His Majeſty's forces was puniſhed with death, by the 
articles of war. To endeavour to make any mutinous aſſembly, 
was alſo puniſhed with death. It could not, certainly, be thought 
a meaſure too ſevere to make thoſe perſons who were guilty of ſe- 
duction, thoſe who ſhould be the movers and inſtigators of ſedition 
and mutiny, liable to the ſame puniſhment with the perſons who, 
being the unhappy inſtruments of their machinations, committed 
the act of mutiny ſubſequent to the ſeduction. He thought it ad- 
viſeable, that in carrying on the bill the Legiſlature ſhould ſhew 
that caution which it was unqueſtionably bound to exerciſe in penal 
proceedings. On that ground he ſhould propoſe a limitation to the 
operation of the bill but he begged to be expreſsly underſtood, 
that he propoſed the limitation, not on account of any doubt which 
he entertained with reſpect to the propriety of the meaſure itſelf, 


but becauſe he thought it adviſeable that the Legiſlature ſhould ſhew | 


caution and jealouſy in all proceedings adopted upon the ſpur of the 
&cafion, and that they ſhould enſure to themſelves an early time for 
reviſion, in hopes that that reviſion might take place at a period of 
greater tranquillity and repoſe. He concluded by moving to leave 
out the words, „ or to incite and ſtir up any ſuch perſons from their 
duty and allegiance,” and to inſert the words, © maliciouſly and 
* adviſedly to commit any act of mutiny or treaſon, or to make or 
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« endeavout to make any mutinous or traitorous aſſemblies, or to 
c commit any mutinous or traitorous acts whatever.“ 

The motion was agreed to. | 

He then propoſed a clauſe, that offences committed on the 
«© high ſeas, or elſewhere, ſhould be proſecuted and tried before any 
«« Court of Oyer and Terminer, in that part of the kingdom called 
« Scotland.” 

The clauſe was agreed to, and made part of the bill. 

He alſo brought up another clauſe, which was adopted, for limit- 
ing the duration of the act to the month after the commencement of 
the next ſeſſion of Parliament. 

Mr. CAREW wiſhed to know whether it was meant to take any 
meaſure to cut off all communication with the diſaffected and the 
people on ſhore ? | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that the honourable gentleman 
muſt ſee that ſuch a clauſe could not be introduced into the preſent 
bill; but, after it was diſpoſed of, he expreſſed his intention of 
moving for leave to bring in another bill for that purpoſe. 

The Houſe being reſumed, the report was received ; and, on the 
motion that the amendments introduced in the Committee be 
agreed fo, 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that he had yeſterday thought it his duty 
to oppoſe the leave for bringing in the bill, and having in that op- 
poſition ſtood alone, he felt himſelf called upon to ſay a few words. 
The cordial ſupport he had given to the addreſs to His Majeſty 
would prevent the poſſibility of any improper conſtruction being put 
upon his motives for what he had done, but, having chearfully 


[ Commons, 


Joined in an abhorrence of all violence and diſorderly conduct which 


might endanger the peace and happineſs of the kingdom, he could 
not at the ſame time but recolle& that, as a Member of Parliament, 
he was bound to ſee that, under pretence of repreſſing violent mea- 
ſures, no unjuſtifiable means ſhould be adopted. When Mr. Pit 
opened his bill, he propoſed to puniſh criminally any perſon com- 
mitting any act tending to excite mutiny, and this bill he did not 
ſtate to be for any limited time. A bill of ſuch a nature he had 
thought it his duty to oppoſe. If it was meant only to puniſh per- 
fons convicted of conſpiring to ſtir up the army againſt their Com- 
manders, the head of thoſe Commanders being the King, he thought 
the laws of High Treaſon at preſent exiſting rendered the bill un- 
neceſſary. If it was meant to puniſh capitally men who, in the 
opinion of a Jury, had faid or done ſomething tending to excite mu- 
tiny, he thought the bill ought to be oppoſed. Under ſuch a pro- 
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vifion a man might incur the ſevereſt penalty for a ſpeculative, or 
a looſe converſation. By the amendments now made, the crime 
was clearly defined, ſo much fo, that no man could be convicted 
unleſs he was proved to have maliciouſly and adviſedly conſpired to 
excite mutiny. He till thought the preſent laws reached that of- 
ſence ; but as the uncertainty of the crime was removed, and tke bill 
was only to continue for a very few months, however unneceflary 
he might look- upon the bill to be, he would give it no farther op- 
poſition. To this he was particularly led by many gentlemen, who 
he believed to act from no party motives, appearing to attach ſo 
much importance to the idea of a unanimous vote on the occaſion, 
He ſhould, therefore, having had his chief difficulties remoyed, 
wave any remaining objections. 

The report was reccived, and the bill ordered to be engroſſed 
with the amendments. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT expreſſed his great ſatisfaction, that the 
bill had received the unanimous approbation of the Houſe, and as 
he wiſhed it ſhould paſs with the utmoſt diſpatch, he would propoſe 
the third reading of it this evening, as ſoon as the other proceedings 
were gone through. He then proceeded to obſerve, that at a mo- 


ment when a number of ſhips were in a ſtate of mutiny, unprovoked 


by any cauſe, and perſiſted in without the colour of reaſon ; when 
the crews of theſe ſhips were preſumptuouſly haraſſing the peace- 
ble commerce of the country, and intercepting the trade of the port 
of London ; when they had even proceeded to acts of open rebel- 
lion, he thought it wiſe in the Legiſlature to empower the Execu- 
tive Government to preclude them from holding any intercourſe 
with thoſe ſhores which they had ſo groſsly inſulted, and whoſe ſafety 
they were ſo eminently endangering. It was the duty of the Le- 
giſlature, however, while they adopted every meaſure to facilitate 
the diſcovery, to expedite the trial, and to ſecure the puniſhment of 
the inftigators of the mutiny, and to repreſs the mutiny itſelf, to 
leave a door of reconciliation open to thoſe who are the objects of 
kduQtion, and who by returning to their duty in time, might be re- 
ſtored to the favour of their juſtly- offended country. He ſhould 
propoſe, therefore, that a bill ſhould be pafſed, making any perſon 
or perſons, after a certain proclamation being iſſued and read in the 
%ck-yards, guilty of felony who ſhall hold any intercourſe with the 

ps then in a ſtate of mutiny, and to deprive thoſe ſailors, who 
after the date of that proclamation, ſhould not return to the diſcharge 
of their duty, of all arrears of pay and allowances, and from all 
benefit from Greenwich Hoſpital, and the cheſt of Chatham. He 
ould therefore move, © That leave be given to bring in a bill 
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raining intercourſe with the crews of 
f e — ſhips — in a ſtate of mutiny and rebel- 
* Jion, and for the more effectual ſuppreſſion of ſuch mutiny and 
f 9 granted, and the bill was immediately brought in, and 
A 3 . that it was not his wiſh to. go into 
on ittee u the bill now, but to have it printed and com- 
" * 8 He was aware that it was not uſual to 
3 ib fi of = the day when the anniverſary of the Sovercign's 
_ _ = be celebrated, but he thought that the Houſe could 
— — loyalty better than by procceding even on that Cay 
=o _ calculated to enſure the tranquillity of that Sovereign, 
mee to promote the fecurity of his kingdom, In order, however, 
0 h bil might be committed as early as poſſible, he ſuggeſted 
eee of the Houſe mceting at eleven o clock preciſely on 
— and Military Seduction Bill having been engroſſed 
* the amendments, was read a * time, unanimouſly agreed to, 
1 ords. 
—— 2 to have it entered on the Journals 
of hs Houſe, that it had paſſed nemine — 
Adjourned to Monday morning at eleven o'clock. 


Monday, 5th June. 


The order of the day for the Houſe to go into a Committee of 


the Bill for preventing and puniſhing any in- 

—— . — * LS being read, and the queſtion tor 
i hair bei ut, 

ar ar — 1 gad, he hoped no ger 
that Houſe would ſuppoſe he was riſing to oppoſe eee — 
for their object the reſtoration of order and EI; _— 
Majeſty's ſhips at the Nore. Every perſon pol wn 0 _ 
ene 
eee * which be thought the Houſe 
=o 1 5 been arreſted at the fort l 
| Graveſend, and, he believed, had ſince been — —_ * 
at Maidſtone, charged, on the oath of two ſoldiers, wit 8 
ſome time paſt a delegate from the Sandwich, and that he y my 
merly known to them as a broken attorney. Mr. . ** : 
ſpoke from a poſitive knowledge of the fact, in ſtating the pe 
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apprehended to be an honeſt induſtrious manufacturer, who lived in 
tow.i with an aged mother, who depended for a ſupport upon his in- 
guſtrr and affection; he had left town on Monday laſt, to viſit an 
woe at Chatham; previous to which time, the moſt indiſputable 
evidence could be produced that for nine months he had not been 
abſent one day from the capital. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that, if he was right in ſuppoſing 
tn whom it was the honourable Member alluded, he had reaſon to 
believe that the perſon in queſtion had not been apprehended without 
ſuch reaſonable grounds as would have made it criminal in any Ma- 
giſtrate not to detain him. He muſt alſo obſerve, that the law was 
now open to afford this perſon an Habeas, and an opportunity of 
ſhewing his innocence in a proper place. 

Mr. JEFFERYS aid, that he had ſpoken from the knowledge 
of the perſon's character who had been arrefted ; but he had no 
Kiſh to interrupt the diſcuſſion of the bill before the Houſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT defired to have it underſtood, that he 
had faid nothing of his own knowledge with reſpect to this perſon, 
but had merely ſtated that he was arreſted under circumſtances 
which juſtified ſuch a meaſure. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſaid, he had given way to the ſtatement 
of the honourable gentleman, (Mr. Jefferys) becauſe it was the 
ſatement of a fact which. in his opinion required ſome inveſtigation, 
or he ſnould have immediately riſen upon the order of the day being 
read, to have commun:cated ſome ideas which had occurred to him 
on the nature, principles, and tendency of the bill before them, 
He was obliged to regret the diſunion of ſentiments which had de- 
pnved the Houſe of the aſſiſtance of ſome gentlemen better quali- 
hed than himſelf to examine the merits of this bill, and being 
Gubrful whether they could abandon their places upon the reaſons 


1 

1 they had given, in times of ſuch public exigency and diſtreſs, he 
8 had been induced to ſearch for ſome precedent in the parliamentary 
2 anals of this kingdom, and he found, that in the reign of King 
1. William and Qucen Mary, a ſeceſſion of certain repreſentatives 
of WB: taken place upon the ground of—| Here there was a univerſal 


ty of Chair! Chair! ,and the Speaker intimated that this fort of 
u WM ercflion was irregular. ] The honourable Baronet proceeded, ob- 
* krving, that if he had been permitted to continue, he had no doubt 
for but he ſhould have ſhewn the Houſe, that the ſubject matter which 
N. e introduced was explanatory, and connected with the queſtion, 
he Waving that point, however, and reverting to the bill, he thought 
oe cocreive meaſures propoſed to be adopted, were of the moſt dan- 


"OUS nature in their conſcquences, and that by paſſing ſuch a bill 
Vor. II. 21 
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the Houſe might, indeed, be ſaid to paſs the Rubicon. The right 
honourable gentleman oppoſite, (Mr. Pitt) by recommending ſuch fais 
rigorous proceedings, had not only drawn the ſword and thrown 
away the ſcabbard, but he had alſo puſticd his puniſhments ſo far, the 

that it appeared doubtful whether he would not expatriate the Britiſh : 


KY . waage any « 
navy. It was his wiſh to unite terror and conciliation, and for he n 
that purpoſe, he conceived it would be right to have a certain num. M 


ber of His Majeſty's Commiſſioners appointed for the execution of think 
the office of Lord High Admiral, inveſied with power to ſuſpend the 
acts whenever the crews, or any part ef them, now in a ſtate of Kos 
mutiny, ſhould return to their duty. He believed that a fimilar WI gon f 
authority had been inveſted in certain perſons by Parliament upon Wl 4. E. 
former cafes of public diſtreſs and difficulty; and unleſs the Com- bell 
miſſioners, or ſome other perſons, were provided with ſuch an autho- 
rity, he for one, would not give his ſupport to the bill. If the bill 
were committed to-day, therefore, and not reported till to-morrow, 
he would ſpare no time in looking for ſome precedent to juſtify ſuch 
a propoſition on the bringing up of the report. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT hoped the Houſe would do him the juf 
tice to recollect that in opening the nature of the meaſure to the 
Houſe, he had ſtated, that it was intended that it ſhould contai 
ſome proviſion to the effect which the worthy Baronet had ſuggeſted 


; | Mr, 

But while the ſeamen continued in acts of mutiny and rebellio Mr 
againſt His Majeſty's Government, in open hoſtility to the country i ge ny 
in acts of flagrant outrage upon its commerce, could it be doubt e th 
for a moment that they ought to be cut off from all regular inter vent he 
courſe with that country whoſe cauſe they had deſerted, whole dig n 
nity they had inſulted, and whoſe intereſts they had attacked * | "aw 
the obſervation, that the Rubicon was paſſed, applied to the preſen 3 
caſe, it was to thoſe who had been guilty of open violation of th which, tf 
laws, and hoſtile attacks upon the exiſtence and Conſtitution of the . 
Country, not to the conduct of the Legiſlature that was about! 6 noi; 
enact proviſions to ſubdue rebellion, The act itſelf was intendeq ieg , 
to hold out exceptions from penalties to thoſe who ſhould return i, ma 
- their duty. The prerogatives of the Crown authorize it to ſoy 8 Ic 
the rigour of the laws, and its accuſtomed lenity would doubtleſs 0 dt ho, 
ſuch an occaſion as the preſent induce His Majeſty to exerciſe t Healer“ 
right when the occaſion demanded. It might be proper in the CH 31. 8 
mittee to render this principle more explicit, and it was there The H 
intended to authorize the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, WM 4. _ 
any three of them, to accept the ſubmiſſion of the crews of anf The bi 


His Majeſty's ſhips, or any part thereof, or any individuals, to . tha; 
ſham 0 Jonger In any fiat of muting, and texramg them fun nene 
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pains and penalties of this bill. Theſe regulations might perhaps 
fatisfy the worthy Baronet fo far as regarded the object he was ſo de- 
firous to promote. If, however, the worthy Baronet was hoſtile to 
the general policy of the meaſure, no obſervation of his could have 
any effect, if the general neceſſity of the caſe did not impreſs it upon 
27 mind. 

Mr. JOLLIF. FE was ſurprized that his honourable friend could 
think 0 treating in any manner with men who were in open rebel- 
lion againſt their country, and upon reflection he was ſure he would 
be aware of the impropriety of any ſuch proceeding. On an occa- 
ſion ſo critical as the preſent, it was the duty of the Houſe to aſſiſt 
de Executive Government to repreſs and reſtrain the mutinous and 

rebellious conduct of the ſeamen. At the ſame time it was the 
duty of the Executive Government to uſe, with moderation, the great 
18 powers with which it was intruſted. By agreeing to the preſent 
"WW meaſure, they were not, however, to be tied down from inquiry 
into its neceſſity and the cauſes by which it was produced. He 
thought if there was diſpatch required for the bill paſſed on Saturday, 
there was much greater diſpatch requiſite for the preſent, and there- 
fore if no other perſon did, he ſhould afterwards move for its being 
rad a third time to-day. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that ſuch was his intention. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, that he had ſome doubts whether 
the preſent bill would anſwer the purpoſes intended ; but he would 
lave the matter to the Executive Government. As far as his vote 
vent he would ſupport the Executive Government in any meaſure 
that was to bring to a ſenſe of their duty thoſe rebellious ſeamen who 
tad conducted themſelves in ſo daring a manner. This vote, how- 
ver, was not to preclude any inveſtigation of the circumſtances by 
which this unfortunate ſtate of things had been produced. With 
regard to the conduct of certain honourable friends of his he ſhould 
ay nothing, as it was foreign to the preſent ſubject. He was con- 
need, however, that the public would judge of their conduct and 
licir motives as he did. 

dir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, that after the explanation of the 
ka honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), he would not oppoſe the 
Neaker's leaving the chair ; and, on the queſtion being put, 

Mr. STURT alone ſaid No. 

| The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Mr. Douglas 

the chair. 

The bill was read over, clauſe by clauſe. Upon the clauſe that 

mels that the declaration of the Lords of the Admiralty (being ſo 

dowered by the act), that any ſhips'. crews, &c, are in a ſtate of 
4X 2 
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mutiny and rebellion, and prohibiting all intercourſe with the ſame 
under certain penaltics, ſhould be publiſhed in the Gazette and 
dock-yards, 

Mr. BAKER thought, that the declaration ſhould, to pive it 
greater publicity, be publiſhed at the Royal Exchange, at which, 
from the aſſemblage of people, and the connection they had with the 
ſeaports, the declaration might be more generally known. 4 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he conceived it unneceſſary to enact 
more than the bill cantained on this point. Doubtleſs the Exceu- 
tive Government would have every motive to give the matter the 
utmoſt publicity. | 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL propoſed to fill up the blank: 
in the penal clauſe with theſe words, “ ſhal! be adjudged guilty 
of felony, and {hall ſuffer death as in caſes of felony, without he- 
nefit of clergy.” 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid he had no means of judging of the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of this reſtriction, but it was cettain when the danget 
was extreme the remedies ſhould be ſevere, 
however, by the clauſe which blended the acts of communication 
and intercourſe with the acts of aiding and abetting treaſon ; be- 
cauſe, as he underſtood the laws at preſcnt, he did not think inter- 
courſe with a perſon guilty of high treaſon was even a miſdemeanor, 
provided it was not accompanied by overt acts of aiding and abet. 
ting. He thought it poſſible that a communication might take 
place from ſhore without any motive of fedition. He thougit 
therefore that to make communication a miſdemeanor, would be 
ſufficient, and that the heavieſt impoſition the parties ſhould ſuffer 

in ſuch caſes, ſhould be the uſual! penalties of miſdemeanor, being 
farther liable if the Court thou!d think it proper, to tranlpor- 
tation. 
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Mr. Serjeant ADAIR ſaid, he would concur in that opinion, it 


the penalty could attach on an innocent perſon before the declaration 
of this law; but he begged leave to remind the honourable gentie- 
man, that the bill diſtinctly ſtated, the penalties would not attach 
to any communication but thoſe which ſhould be wiltully and ad- 
viſedly made after declaration. This bill was ſo far from increahng 
penalties, that there were many acts which were not only felony but 
high treaſon, which this bill excepted. It was not eaſy to conceive 
any ſpecies of intercourſe after the declaration, without His Majeſty's 
permiſſion, which would be innocent ; and yet the proviſions of the 
bill were ſo temporary in their nature, that the penalties not only 
expired with the limited duration of the bill, but ceaſed the moment 


that the egews of any of His Majeſty's ſhips, or any part of them, 
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were declared by the Lords of the Admiralty, to be no longer in a 


tate of rebell ion. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL informed the Committee, 
that in preparing the bill. he had acted upon thoſe principles which, 
prudently and wholeſomely applicd, had again and again faved the 
country. The circumſtances which had unfortunately given riſe 
to the bill conſtituted aggravated treaſon, piracy, and rebellion. 
The honourable Baronet (Sir John Sinclair) if he blamed the policy 
of this law, muſt go farther, and unmake half the law of the 
country, for the law of the country made all principals who were 
found aiding and abetting in ſuch caſes, while this gave the people 
liable to incur thoſe penalties a humane notification. Such was the 
real. character of the act, that it not only did this, but tended to 
reſcue ſome of the greateſt ornaments and ſupports of the country 
from the perilous ſituation “ in which (to uſe the words of an ho- 
« nourable gentleman on a former occaſion) a gang of conſpirators 
« had placed them ;” and he hoped it would avail. He was re- 
duced to expreſs the law in general terms ; for though he was ready 
to admit a letter might be innocent, it might be criminal alſo. The 
principle of the bill was not new, for England, ſuch as it is, exiſted 
upon it. If it were true that the preſent mutiny was not the ge- 
nuine and ſpontaneous act of the ſeamen, could any man think the 
conſpirators who provoked them to begin it, would not find ſome 
means of urging them to continue it, unleſs the proviſions of the 
bill were general? The bill, then, would attain its object, for it 
would intercept all communication; and as to any objections to its 


ſeverity, he had again to repeat, that it acted upon the principle of 


the Engliſh laws—and it never was the character of this country to 
extend the laws beyond the ends of juſtice. 

Mr. NICHOLLS defred to aik, whether the act of mere com- 
munication with perfons in a ſtate of mutiny was a crime under the 
preſent law? The firſt prohibition in the bill tated © any” com- 
munication ; and though ** adviſedly and defignedly” were after- 
wards introduced, yet the word ſuch” ſtood after them, which 
might be ſuppoſed to refer to © any” communication. It was his 
wiſh that the ſort of communication ſhould be ſpecified. 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR Rated, in reply to Mr. Nicholls, that wil- 
fully and adviſedly to communicate with any perſons in a ſtate of 
mutiny was at preſent a crime. 

Mr. TAYLOR felt much for the many unfortunate men who 
were now confined on board the ſhips at the Nore againſt their 
mn will, and who were operated upon by the fear as well as the 
Uifices of others, He knew, however, that Jurics would conſider 
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thoſe circumſtances when their guilt or innocence were in queſtion, - 


Many gallant officers might alſo be in danger from the ſeamen ; 
pet, though theſe circumſtances rendered his vote a reluctant one, he 
would not withhold it. He prayed God that the meaſure might be 
ſucceſsful ; but he had his doubts of its efficacy. | 

Mr. JEFFERYS faid, that ſtrong meaſures were necefſary—the 
meaſures now before the Houſe were of that nature; that they might 
prove wiſe and beneficial meaſures, he moſt fervently hoped, and 
they had his decided ſupport. He faid he was induced again to 
trouble the Houſe, from the circumſtance of his having in the be- 
ginning of the debate ſtood forward in defence of a man charged 
with being a delegate, and fearing a miſconſtruQion might be put 
upon his words and motives, he thought proper to give his opinion 
publicly. 

The blank was filled up as originally propofed. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL propoſed, that thoſe who vo- 
Iuntarily continued in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion after the 
above publication, ſhould forfeit all the wages due to them, and ali 
the advantages to which they would otherwiſe have been entitled; 
and that perſons voluntarily remaining on board after their know- 
ledge of ſuch declaration, ſhould be liable to the penalties of piracy 
and felony enacted in the Statutes, and 11th of King William, 
which was agreed to. 

A elauſe was brought up, empowering the Lord High Admiral 
and Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, or any three of them, 
to accept the ſubmiſſions of thoſe who return to their duty, to declare 
the ſhips' crews, &c. no longer in a ſtate of mutiny, and to exempt 
ſuch as ſo returned from the penalties of this act. x 

General ORD propoſed, that in order to bring back as many as 
poſſible to their duty in the preſent critical ſtate of the country, it 
ſhould be declared that the Lords of the Admiralty would confider of 
the grievances of ſuch as fo returned. 

Mr. BAKER reprobated this propoſal as highly improper in 
every view: He faid, that illegal oaths had been adminiſtered to 
the ſailors, and many were withheld from returning to their duty 
by that tie. It ſhould be held out to them, that ſuch a proceeding 
was in itſelf illegal, and ought not to be the ground of farther vio- 

lence. From many appearances he was convinced that a great 
many repented of the lengths they had gone. In ſome inſtances the 
delegates had been obliged to put in execution their own violent re- 
ſolutions, as the crews would not obey them. 

The clauſe was agreed to as originally propoſed. 

A clauſe was brought up, enacting, that thoſe who were tried 


exert 


contri 
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under this bill and acquitted, ſhould not afterwards be tried for high 
treaſon, but that thoſe who were liable to be tried under this bill 
might be tried for high treaſon, any thing in this bill notwithſtand- 
ing. The clauſe was agreed to. | 

The duration of the bill was fixed to be for one month after the 
commencement of next ſeſſion of Parliament. 

Power was reſerved to alter or to repeal this bill even during the 
preſent ſeſſion. 

Mr. BRANDLING was in ſome apprehenſion left, by the miſ- 
conduct of this part of the fleet, the coaſt ſhould be left unprotected. 
He wiſhed to know how far it was lawful for ſubjects to arm them- 
ſelves to aſſiſt the Executive Power on the preſent emergeney ? This 
he did not aſk from any doubt of the loyalty of the army or militia, 
but merely to know how far ſuch a meaſure was lawful, as. he 
thought it highly proper. | 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, that, notwithſtanding the miſconduct of 
part of the fleet, it would be found that there was no reaſon to be 
apprehenſive for the defence of the country, and that every proviſion 
had been made for this object. The queſtion propoſed by the 
honourable gentleman would be anſwered by His Majeſty's meſſage; 
for the very mode which he had ſuggeſſed was there pointed out. 
This was a period at which every man ſhould endeavour, by every 
exertion in his power, to aid the public ſervice ; and, if occaſion re- 
quired, the prerogatives of the Crown might reſort to that mode of 
contributing to the public defence which the honourable gentleman 
had pointed out. 

The bill being gone through, the Chairman moved for leave to 
report it to the Houſe. 

Sir FRANCIS BURDET faid, that this bill was altogether 
repugnant to his feelings, and therefore he ſhould give his voice 
againſt it. We had but the bare aſſertion of Miniſters that ſuch a 
meaſure was neceſſary ; nothing but their aſſertion that there have 
been any inſurgents among the ſeamen ; and a law of this nature 
ſhould never paſs on bare aſſertion; but that was not the chief 
cauſe of his oppoſing the bill. He oppoſed it upon a principle of a 
much broader nature. It was, becauſe he thought that the bill 
might be productive of miſchief, by rendering any accommodation 
between the ſeamen and their country impracticable. It tended to 
Place the ſeamen in a ſtate of deſperation, and the miſchief which 
they might do to this country in that ſtate was dreadful. The diſ- 
Content was not confined to the ſeamen ; there was much of it in other 
quarters, and was viſible in many parts of this country. The 
ron laws that were made to repreſs theſe diſcontents, or rather the 
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expreſſion of them, were ſymptoms of great diſeaſe, for which there 
was a cauſe of a very different kind from that which was ſtated 
That cauſe of the miſeonduct of Adminiſtration for a long time, but 
particularly for the laſt four years, and the enormous corruption of 
the Executive Government. Theſe were the real cauſes of the 
evil; all other cauſes were fiitious. If, therefore, it was our oh. 
ject to remove the effect of the evit, we muſt remove the cauſe, 
The only way ta remedy the evi was to petiticn the Ku to diſmiſs 
his preſent Miniiters, and te purſue ſuch meatures as might put an 
end to our preſent ſhataęful corruption; not by increaſing penal 
laws, for they would onlf inflame thoſe who were already irritated ; 
they would iacreaſe inſtead of diminiſhing the evil. Had he been in 
the Houſe, he 1hould have oppoſed the other bill which had juſt 
paſſed the Houſe upon this ſubject. He thought it neceſſary for 
him to ſay what he thought upon this matter, as it was not poſſible 
for him to aſſent to the meaſures propoſed. 

The Chairman having left the chair, the report was received 
immediately; the amendments were agreed to, and the bill was or. 
dered to be ingroſſed; after which the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer intimated that the engroſſment would ſoon be ready, and 
he ſhould move immediately afterwards that the bill be read a 
third time. 

On the queſtion for the third reading, 

Mr. STURT faid, that he objected to this bill, from a real be- 
lief that it would not anſwer the purpoſe which Miniſters ſaid they 
had in view. He did in his conſcience believe that nothing but 
conciliatory meaſures would be uſeful in this caſe ; and if the Mi- 
nifter had adopted the meaſure which was propoſed ſome time ago 
by an honourable friend of his (Mr. Sheridan) for a Committee of 
both Houſes, indifferently choſen by both ſides, which would not 
have been derogatory to the dignity of either Houſe, the evil migit 

have been avoided ; it was a meaſure of great importance, for it 
was no leſs than that of reſtoring harmony and confidence to the molt 
valuable branch of the public ſervice; had that meaſure been 
adopted, he believed the Houſe would not be deliberating upon the 
meaſures now before it, which he believed to be neither more not 
leſs than drawing the ſword and throwing away the ſcabbard, and 
that the ſword was directed againſt the navy. He conceived this 
bill to be inimical to the intereſt of the nation at large, would cre- 
ate exaſperation, and was of a dire contrary tendency to what Mi 
niſters ſaid was their real object. He attributed the difſentions 
which unhappily prevailed, not to the ſcamen, but ſolely to the c- 
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duct of Miniſters, He attributed the conduct of the failors # 
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Spithead, when the diſcontent firſt appeared, to the tyrannical mea- 
ſures which Miniſters had adopted in the fiſter kingdom. The 
right honourable gentleman might laugh, but he could tell him that 
this was not a time for the Miniſter to treat with contempt thoſe 
Members of Parliament who ſpoke the truth. He was not to be 
intimidated by geſtures ; he felt for the ſituation of this country, to 
which he was as much a friend as any man in this Houſe or out 
of it. This evil aroſe, he would repeat it, not from the ſeamen, 
but from the Miniſters. We all knew that deſerving and innocent 
men were driven into exile by the contemptible government of that 
kingdom. They were forced to go on board ſhips, although they had 
never before been to ſea — for this they naturally felt reſentment. 
It was natural enough for them to inſtill diſcontent into the minds 
of the ſeamen, and they had gone farther than they intended. 
Nothing upon carth would reſtore harmony and confidence in the 
fleet or elſewhere, but the repeal of theſe tyrannical and diabolical 
bills, the ſedition : 
The SPEAKER called to order. The bills which were al- 
luded to, he ſaid, conſtituted a part of the laws of the country, and 
he could not ſuffer any of the exiſting laws of the country to be 
ſpoken of in that manner. ; 
Mr. STURT faid, he would drop what he was going to fa 
about theſe bills, truſting that the country would ſoon ſee them, and 
object to them as he did. He concluded by obſerving, that he ſaw 
no neceſſity for the preſent bill ; he had looked over the Articles of 
War, and found every thing provided againſt by ſufficient penalties. 
The bilt would, in his opinion, therefore, be nothing but waſt 
paper, | 
Mr. BAKER faid, that the honourable gentleman might have 
given, perhaps, more information to the Houſe ; he beſt knew what 
ommunications had been made to him, and from what perſons. He 
tought, however, that the honourable gentleman might have ſpared 
ſome of his obſervations. It was A little extraordinary that ſuch ob- 
ſervations ſhould have come from a gentleman who had himſelf 
once had a naval character, and might, perhaps, now have a com- 
miſſion. It was much fitter, on every principle of duty as a Member 
af that Houſe, much more agreeable to the allegiance he had ſub- 
kribed, much more conſonant with the character of the ſervice to 
Wich he belonged, and in which he had acted with credit, to have 
ken a different line of conduct, than by exertions of an inflamma- 
vy nature encourage theſe men in their mutinous inclinations. Ho 
Fs lorry to be compelled to make theſe obſervations. Whether 


be felt it or not, the honourable gentleman had ſaid that which 
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| ought not to eſcape unnoticed, or, if neceſſary, to be cenſured by The 

| "the Houſe. It was language unbecoming any ſubject, and much 
| more any gentleman of his charaQer. h 

Mr. STURT faid, he was not afraid to repeat what he had 

ſaid. The honourable gentleman had infinuated in the Houſe what A 

he would not dare to inſinuate out of it. He, as a Member of the 4 

FR P b ö ee 3-1 : place 

Britiſh Legiſlature, had a right to give his opinion without being 2. 

ſubje& to ſuch unjuſtifiable infinuations. He called them unjuſti. liber 

fable; he did not uſe the epithet which ſuch conduct deſerved; * 

perhaps that honourable gentleman might gueſs what he meant. _ 

He would not have it go into the country that he was leagued with — 

any but ſuch as were friends to their country. No man ſhould uſe * 

1ps 


ſuch language as this to him out of that Houſe, and he truſted the 
Speaker would protect him in it. He would repeat, that the tyran- ; 
nical conduct of Miniſters in the ſiſter kingdom, by cauſing men been 
to be accuſed of ſedition, and then ſending then on board the fleet may 0 
without trial, had produced this diſorganizing ſpirit in the ſervice, 6. 
He did not like this bill, becauſe it treated the ſailors all as rebels, hl 
whereas we ought to try the effect of conciliatory meaſures. He taken 
knew the nature of Britiſh ſeamen ; he had had the honour of be- The 
ing in the ſervice ; there were no men who more dearly loved their 
"country than the ſeamen did. No longer ago than yeſterday they WW Comm 
"honoured the Monarchy of Great Britain by a diſplay of the royal 
flag and the firing of cannon, on the King's birth-day. He warned 
the Houſe of the hazard of firing a ſingle ſhot at the failors. He 
concluded by ſaying, that he ſhould divide the Houſe on the third 
reading. n | ar. 
Mr. M. A. TAYLOR hoped his honourable friend would 
withdraw his intention of dividing the Houſe, and expreſſed his WI 79 the 8 
"wiſh that the infinuation had not been made. | 
Mr. BAKER explained. He ſaid, he only meant this, to know 
how far the honourable gentleman had authority for his communice- 
tions. He did not ſuſpect him of carrying on any criminal corre ly a h 
pondence with the mutineers, though he certainly thought an oppo- 


fition to the third reading of the bill, and at that time too, would de Seam 
have come with a better grace from any other man than one who xk 
"had received a naval education. Majety* 
Tanne Houſe then divided; but, as Mr. Sturt was the only di- obedienc 
ſenting Member, ſo that there could be no tellers for the Noes, ue dre, hay 
Speaker declared the Ayes had it, without receiving the numbers ( den | 


he latter. 75 
The bill was then read à third time, and paſſed. 


bl 
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The following official Papers are ſubjoined as explanatory of the im- 
portant Subject of the preceding Debates. 


DEMANDS OF THE SAILORS. 


Article 1. That every indulgence granted to the flect at Portſmouth be 
granted to His Majeſty's ſubjects ſerving in the fleet at the Nore, and 
places adjacent, | 

2. That every man, upon a ſhip's coming into harbour, ſhall have 
liberty (a certain number at a time, ſo as not to injure the ſhip's duty) 
to go and ſee their friends and families; a convenient time to be allowed 
to each man. ; 

3. That all ſhips, before they go to ſea, ſhall be paid all arrears of wages 
down to {ix months, according to the old rules. | 

4. That no officer that has been turned out of any of His Majeſty's 
ſhips ſhall be employed in the ſervice again, without conſent of the ſhip's 
company. 

uf That when any of His Majeſty's ſhips ſhall be paid that may have 
been ſome time in commiſſion, if there are any preſſed men on board that 
may not be in the regular courſe of payment, they ſhall receive two months 
advauce, to furniſh themſelves with neceſſaries. : 

6. That an indemnification be made any man who run, and may now 
| be in His Majeſty's naval ſervice, and that they ſhall not be liable to be 
taken up as deſerters. | 
The Committee of Delegates of the whole fleet, aſſembled in Council 
on board His Majeſty's ſhip Sandwich, have unanimouſly agreed that the 
will not deliver up their charge until the appearance of ſome of the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty to ratify the ſame. 
Given on board His Majeſty's ſhip Sandwich, by the Delegates 
. of the fleet, 2oth May, 1797. | 
RICHARD PARKER, Preſident, 


CA % CD Haw = Sv — 


AKSWER OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF THE ADMIRALTY, 
d COMMUNICATED BY VICE-ADMIRAL BUCENER. 


is 70 be SrAMEN and Marines of His MajusTY's Ships and Veſſel: at the 
Nore, and at Sheerneſs. 

W | Sheerneſs, May 22, 1797. 
In purſuance of orders communicated to me by the Lords Commiſ- 
honers of the Admiralty, I am directed to acquaint the crews of His Ma- 
jelty's ſhips and veſſ-ls at the Nore and at Sheerneſs, that after the very 
liberal attention of His Majeſty, in increaſing the wages and proviſions bf 
the Seamen and Marines in His Majeity's ſervice, for which they have in 
* expreſſed themſelves not only ſatisfied, but highly grateful, their 
rdſhips are extremely ſupriſed to find the Seamen and Marines of His 
Majeſty's ſhips at the Nore and Sheerneſs ſhould be till in a ſtate of diſ- 
ence, and bringing forward further requeſts ; their Lordſhips, there- 
te, have commanded me to inform you, that fince all that could rea- 
ſonably be expected by the Seamen and Marines has been already granted 
them, their Lordſhips cannot accede to any ſuch requeſts, With reſpect 
to the firſt article of the conditions preſented by the Seamen and Marines 
s port, the ir Lordſhips direct me to inform you, as has already been 
explicitly declared, that all additional allowances of wages and provi- 
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ſions, and every other regulation announced at Portſmouth, have been 
eſtabliſhed by His Majeſty's Order in Council, and hy Act of Parliament, 
and extended to all Seamen and Mar'nes in His Majeſty's ſervice. That 
with reſpect to the ſecond article of the ſaid conditions, the nature of the 
ſervice in the time of war does not admit of the men having leave to go 
to their families, except under very particular circumſtances, of which the 
Captains or other ſuperior officers alone can judge. That with reſpe to 
the third and fitth articles, the ſhip's comp y ſnall he paid in the manner 
pointed out in the feveial acts of Parliament at preſent in force, for the 
_ encouragement of Seamen and Marines employed in His Majeity's fer. 
vice, as they always are, unleſs ſome very urgeat nectihty prevents it; but 
as it ever has been the practice of the fervice to he attention to thoſe 
who, with the true ſpirit of Britiſh Scamen, voluntarily ſtand forward in 
defence of heir country, their Lordhips are delirous of givi g every poſ. 
fible encouragement to volunteers, and it is not their intention to direct 
that advance ſhould be paid to impreſſed men. With reſpect to the fourth 
article, all arrangements concerning the oflicers to be employed in the 
ſhips of the ſquadron mult be ſettled by the Almiral or commandin 
officer for the time being, conformable to the inſtructions of their , 
— according to the circumſtances of each particular place. That with 
reſpect to the ſixth article, if it ſhould be His Majesty's pleaſure to par- 
don all who may have deſerted from his ſervice in the Navy, it muſt be 
the effect of His Majeſty's royal clemency alone, and not of any requiſi- 
tion; that although their Lordſhips thought proper to go to Portſmouth 
for the purpoſe of obtaining more perfect information of the grievances 
which the Seamen and Marines in general might have to repreſent, and of 
adopting moſt expeditiouſly ſuch meaſures as might be neceſſary, and 
granting ſuch farther indulgences as might render their fituation more 
comfortable, and enable them hetter to provide for the ſupport of their 
families, no fimilar reaſon exiſts for their taking ſuch a ſtep on the preſent 
occaſion that the repreſentations mede at Portſmouth have been fully 
conſidered, and the regulations made in conſequence have already been 
extended to the w hole flert, and eſtabliſhed by the higheſt authority: their 
Lordſhips, therefore, direct me to acquaint you, that it is to me, and to the 
officers under whom you ſerve, that ſhips' compani-s are to look up, to 
whom their petitions are alæays to be preſented, and through whom their 
Lordſhips' determinations are to be expected. It is their Lordſhips' di- 
rection that I ſhould alſo inform you, that, notwithſtanding all that you 
have done, His Majeſty's moſt gracicus pardon, and their Lordſhips or- 
der to all Officers to bury in oblivion all that has paſſed, are now offered to 
you ; which ſhould you refuſe, you will have to anſwer for all the melan- 
choly conſequences whick muſt attend your perſiſting in the preſent ſtate 
of iſobedience and mutiny. When the Seamen and Marines at the Note 
and at dheerneſs reflect that the reſt of the fleet have returned to their 
duty, and have proccede to ſea in ſ-arch of the enemies of their countty, 
their Lordſhips = no doubt that they will no longer ſhev? themſelves un- 
grateful for all that has ſo liberally becn granted to them, but will finve 
who ſhall be firſt to ſhew his loyalty to the King, and his love to his 
Country, by returning to that itate of obedience and diſcipline, without 
which they cannot expect any longer to enjoy the confidence and good opti- 


nion of their country. 
| (Signed) CHARLES BUCKNER, ; 
Vice-Admiral of the White, and Commander of His Majeſty's 


ſhips and veſſels in the river Medway, and at the buoy vt 
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Jo the SEAMEN and Marines of His MajesTY's Ships ard Vaſſeli 


at the Nore, and at Sheerneſs. 


Sheerneſs, May 24, 1797. 

PuxsVUANT to directions from the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty, which I received this afternoon, I am again to call the attention 
of the Seamen and Marines ou board His Majeity's ſhips and veſſels at 
the Nore and Sheerneis, to the gracious offer already made to them, and 
to declare, that I am inſtructed and authoriſed by their Lordſhips to re- 
peat the offer of a pardon, which will inelude all offences committed by 
the Seamen and Marines during the diſorders that have and do prevail, on 
condition of their returning to their duty. And when the Seamen and 
Marines above-mentioned ſhall reflect, that they have pledged themſelves 
to be perf-ctly ſatisfied with, and abide by the determination of their 
friends at Portſmouth, who, ſenſible of the indulgence granted to them, 
have returned with alacrity to their duty, and are now in purluit of the 
enemies ot their King and Country, it is hoped that the Seamen and Ma- 
rines at this port will no longer ſhew themſelves ungrateful tor all that has 
been ſo liberally granted, and which have ſo completely ſatisfied the com- 
panies of His Majelty's ſhips compoſing the Channel Fleet; but, on the 
contrary, that ti ey will be forward in follo ing fo laudable an example, 
and cheerfully expreſs their read ineſs to a. cept His Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious pardon, now offered to them a ſecond time, and to return to their 
duty like Britiſh ſ amen; and have alſo their Lordſhips' commands fur- 
ther to inform you, that they do not ſee the propriety or expediency of 
their hv:ding a Board of Admiralty at Sheerneſs, and that they do not 
mean to encourage a repetition of demands by any further conceſſion; 
alſo, that it now reiis with the Seamen aad Marines of His Majeſty's 
ſhips aud veſſels at the Nore and Sheerneſs, to decide whether it may not 
be for their ĩntereſt to return to their duty, and thereby avail themſelves of 
His Majelty's moſt gracious pardon, rather than expoſ: themſelves to 
thoſe conſequences which mult follow from their continuance in a ſtate of 
diſobedience, 

(Signed) CHARLES BUCKNER, 
Vice-Admiral of the White, &c. 


After receiving the above letter from Admiral Buckner, the Delegates of 
the Fleet ſent the following 


LETTER TO THE Lokps or THE ADMIRALTY. 


: To the Lords Commiſſiners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral 
. of Great Britain and Ireland, Ge. | 
1 [ av commanded by the Delegates of the whole Fleet, aſſembled in 
p Council on board His Majeſty's ſhip Sandwich, to inform your Lordſhips, 
5 taat they have received your letter from Admiral Buckner, which informs 


them, that it was not your intention of coming to Sheerneſs : the ſame has 

communicated to His Majelty's ſhips and veſſels lying here; and the 
determination of the whole is, that they will not come to any accommoda- 
uon until you ap, ear at the Nore, and redreſs our grievances. 


(Signed) RICHARD PARKER, Preſident. 


Moerder of the Committee of Delegates of the whole 
His Majeſty's ſhip Sandwich, May 25, 1797. 
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Wedneſday, Fune 7» 1797, 
At the C-urt at the Queen's Houſe, the 6th of June, 179). 


PRESENT), 
The King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 


Warrnrras by an act paſſd in the preſent Sefiion of Parliament, inti- 
tuled, © An act for mere effectually reſtraining intercourſe, with the 
& crews of certain of His Majeſty's ſhips, now in a ſtate of mutiny 
« and rebellion, and for the more effectual ſuppreſſion of ſuch mutiny 
* and rebellion ;” it is. enacted, That it ſnall be lawful for the Commiſ. 


Roners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral, or any three or 


more of them, being thereto authoriſe by order of His Majeity in Coun- 
eil, to declare the crew of any of His Majeſtv's ſhips, who have been 
guilty of acts of mutiny and rebellion, and who ſtill perſiſt therein, and 
alſo the crew of any other of His Majeſty's flups, who ſhall be guilty of 
any of the like offences, to be in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion; and by 
ſuch declaration to warn all His Majeſty's faithful ſubjects to abſtain from 
all communication or intercourſe with the crews of the ſaid ſiups: And 
it is further enacted, that it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Commiilioners, or 
any three or more of them, in ſuch manner as His Maj-ity ſhall autho- 
rize and require, to accept the ſubmiſſion of the crew of any {hip which 
Mall have been ſo declared to be in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion, or of 
any perſon or perſons part of ſuch crew, or of any perſon or perſons on 
board of any of ſuch ſhips, or to declare any ſuch perſon or perſons to 
have returned to their duty, and thereupon to declare the perſon or per- 
fons, whoſe ſubmiſſion ſhall be ſo accepted, or who ſhall be ſo declared 
to have returned to their duty, to be exempted and relieved from all or 
any of the penalties and forfeitures in the ſaid act contained, in ſuch man- 
ner, and under ſuch terms and reſtrictions as His Majeſty ſhall think fit: 
And whereas the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners have repreſented to His Ma- 
zeſty, That it appears to them that the crews of the ſhips herein aſter- 
mentioned; that it is to ſay, the Sandwich, Montagu, Director, Inflex- 
ible, Monmouth, Belliqueux, Standard, Lion, Naſſau, Repulſe, Grampus, 
Proſerpine, Brilliant, Iris, Champion, Comet, Tyſiphone, Pylades, Swan 
and Inſpector, have been guilty of acts of mutiny and rebellion, particu- 
larly by taking the command of the ſaid ſhips from His Majeſty's off. 
cers, by combining to obſtruct the trade and navigation of the port of 
London, and by other a&s of the moit heinous nature, and that ſome of 
ſuch crews had actually fired on divers of His Majeſty's ſhips, and that 
all the ſaid crews {ill perſiſted in ſuch their mutiny and rebellion. 
His Majeſty, in purſuance of the powers veſted in him by the above 
recited act, is hereby pleaſed, by and with the advice of his Frivy 
Council. to authorize, and by this his Order in Council doth authorize 
the ſaid Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral, 
or any three or more of them, to declare the crews of the ſaid ſhips to 
de in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion, and to warn all His Majeſty's faith. 
ful ſubjects to abſtain from all communication or intercourſe with the 
erews of the ſaid ſhips, in the manner directed by the ſaid act. 
And His Majeſty is hereby further pleaſed, with the advice aforeſaid, to 
authorize and require the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any three or more 
them, to accept the ſubmiſſion of the crew of any of the ſaid ſhips, ot 0 
any perſon or perſons. part of ſuch crew, or of any perſon or perſons 


board of any of the {aid ſhips, or to declare any ſuch perſon or perſan o 


this dec 
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have returned to their duty; and thereupon to declare the perſons or per- 
ſon, whoſe ſubmiſſion ſhall be ſo accepted, or who ſhall be declared to 
have returned to their duty, to be exempred and relieved from all or any 
of the penalties and forfeitures in the ſaid act contained, in ſuch manner 
and under ſuch terms and reſtrictions as His Majeſty ſhall think fit. 


W. FAWKENER. 


Ry the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of 
(L. S.) Great Britain and [reland, Oc. 


By virtue of an Order of His Majeſty in Council, bearing date the 
6th day of June inſtant, and in purſuance of the proviſions of an act 
paſſed in the preſent Seſſion of Parliament, intituled ** An act for more 
« effectually reſtraining intercourſe with the crews of certain of His Ma- 
« jeſty's ſhips now in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion, and for the more 
« effectual ſuppreſſton of ſuch mutiny and rebellion,” We do hereby de- 
clare, that the crews of His Majeſty's ſhips herein after- mentioned; that 
is to ſay, the Sandwich, Montagu, Director, Inflexible Monmcuth, Bel- 
liqueux, Standard, Lion, Naſſau, Repulſe, Grampus, Proſerpine, Brilliant, 
Iris, Champion, Comet, Tyſiphone, Pylades, Swan and LInipector, taving 
been guilty of acts of mutiny and rebellion, and perſifting therein, are, 
and are to be deemed and taken to be in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion ; 
And, in further purſuance of the ou of the ſaid act, we do hereby 
warn all His Majeſty's faithful ſubjects to abſtain from all communica- 
tion and intercourſe with the crews of the ſaid ſhips : And we do hereby 
notify, that by virtue of the ſaid act, any perſon who ſhall wil fully and 
adviſedly have any communication or intercourſe, whether perſonally or 
by letter, meſſage, or otherwiſe, with the crew of any of the ſaid ſhips, 
or with any perſon or perſons being part of ſuch crew, or with any per- 
ſon who ſhall, after this day, remain on board any of the ſaid ſhips, will, 
on conviction thereof, be adjudged guilty of felony, and ſuffer death: 
And alſo, that any perſon who ſhall wilfully and adviſedly in any manner 
ſupply and comfort or aſſiſt ſuch crew, or any part thereof, or any per- 
fon remaining on board any of the ſaid ſhips, after this day, will, on 
conviction thereof, be adjudged guilty of felony, and ſuffer death: And 
alſo, that from and after this day, all wages and other allowances payable 
to the crews of the ſaid ſhips will ceaſe and determine, and be no longer pay- 
able; and that they will, reſpectively, from thenceforth, forfeit and loſe 
all wages, and other allowances, and all ſhares of prizes then due to them 
relpectively, and all benefits and advantages to which they might other- 
wiſe be entitled from Greenwich Hoſpital, or the Cheſt at Chatham, and 
all other benefits and advantages whatſoever to which they might other- 
viſe be entitled in conſequence of their having ſerved as ſeamen or ma- 
rines on board His Majeſty's ſhips ; and that all perſons voluntarily re- 
maining on board any of the ſaid ſhips, after having had knowledge of 
this declaration, will, on conviction thereof, be adjudged guilty of piracy 
and felony, and will ſuffer death. 

And whereas the penalties of the ſaid act do not extend to ſuch com- 
munication or intercourſe with the ſaid crews as may be carried on by 
our order or authority, or by the order and authority of ſuch perſon or 
perſons as may be authorized by us to grant permiſſion, and give directions 
in that behalf, we do hereby notify that we have authorized Charles Buck- 
ter, Eſq. Vice-Admiral of the White, and Commander in Chief of His 
Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels in the river Medway, and at the Buoy of the 
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'Nore, to hold a communication or intercourſe with the ſaid crews, and to 
grant permiiiion, and give directions in that behalf. And we do further 
notiiy and declare that we are authorized by His Majeſty, in purſuance 
of the ſaid act, to accept the ſubmiſſion ot the crew of any Gt the ſais 
ſhips, or of any perſon or perſons on board any {uch ſhips, and to de- 
clure any ſuch perſon or perſons to have returned to their -uty, and 
thereupon to declare the perſon or perions whole ſubmiſſion ſhall be ſo 
acc p'ed, dt who ſhall be fo declare to have returned to their duty, to be 
exempted and rehieved fron all or any of the penalties aud forteitures in 


i: act. 
the = _ under our hands, and the ſeal of the office of Admiraity, 


this 7th day of June, 1797, rin 


ARD EN, 
CHA. S. PYBUS, 
H. SE VM OUR, 
PH. STEPHENS, 
J. GAMBIER, 
W. YOUNG. 


[Commons, 


By command of their Lordſhips, 
EVAN NEPEAN, 


Tueſday, 6th June, and Wedneſday, 7th June. 
No debate. 


Thurſday, 8th June, and Friday, 9th June. 
No debate. 
Monday, 12th June. 


Mr. DUDLEY RYDER brought up the Report of the 
Committee appointed to try the merits of the Flintſhire election, 
which ſtated, That the Committee was of opinion, that John 
Lloyd, Eſq. was duly elected, and ought to have been returned; 
and that the defence of Thomas Mofiyn was frivolous and vex- 
atious.” The Clerk of the Crown was accordingly ordered t 
amend the return, by ſubſtituting the name of Mr. Lloyd for that 


of Sir Thomas Moſtyn. 


Tueſday, 13th June. 


Mr. MAINWARING moved that the bill for eee 
foreſtalling, engroſſing, and regrating li ve cattle previous to 
| being brought to market, ſhould be committed. : 
On the queſtion for the Speaker's leaving the chair, 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY objected to it. 


The ſubjelt 
| | h more m 
was one of the higheſt importance, and deſerved a muel 

ture conſideration than gentlemen had beſtowed upon it. He 
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lowed that a great riſe had taken place in the price of proviſions of 
late years, and it had becn the cuſtom to alledge reaſons for that 
riſe, which upon mature examination would be ſeen to be unfounded. 
It was a necefſary conſequence, it ought to be recolleRed, that the 
increaſing wealth and population of a country ſhould increaſe the 
price of proviſions, bceauſe an equal extent of ground could not be 
fparcd for the purpoſe of paſturage. The increaſed price might 
allo be attributed to other cauſes : to the ſcarcity of certain ſeaſons, 
and indeed to the circumſtance that for ſeven vears there had not 
been very abundant crops in this country. Of courſe this affected 
the feeding of hogs, whoſe fleſn formed a principal part of the food 
of the common people in manv parts of the country. The ſtop- 
page of the dittillerics added to the difficulty. In the laſt year par- 
ticularly, the ſcarcity of grain produced a more than ordinary decreaſe 
in the quantity of hogs, and of courſe an increaſed demand for other 
articles of food. ITheſe facts would be ſufficient to ſhow that the 
dearneſs was not attributable ro the arts of monopolizers. He de- 
precated the idea of legiſlative interference, and contended that the 
price of proviſions would find its level more eafily without any in- 
terfcrence on the part of Parliament. He begged gentlemen to re- 
collect that laws againſt regraters and foreſtallers had been made be- 
fore, which it had been found neceſſary to repeal by the 1 2th of 
the preſent King, Twenty-four years had elapſed without ſuch 
laws, and it was now propoſed to revive them, in order to reach an 
intermediate claſs of men called jobbers. But what would be the 
conſequence ? Nothing more than to transfer to the ſaleſmen the 
emoluments now poſſeſſed by the jobbers; of this latter deſerip- 
don of perſons his opinion was that they were a uſeful race of men, 
vl inftead of increafing, tended rather to lower the price of provi- 
lions ; for they bought the cattle from the famers at a leſs price 
than the former would fell them at Smithfield, becauſe they ſaved 
him the expenee and trouble of bringing them to the capital. He 
doneluded by alluding to the examinations taken before the Com- 
mittee, and by which. it appeared that the faleſmen formerly were 
gullty of much art and many malpractices. For theſe reaſons, and 
uncetving that the bill could do ro good, and might do much harm, 
de ſhould vote againſt it. 

Mr. Alderman COMBE allowed generally that the price of 
Proviſions would be regulated by leaving them to find their own 
vel; but there were caſes in which the Legiſlature thought it 
night to interfere : this was one of thoſe caſes. The price of 
dread was at preſent regulated by law; meat alſo, in particular cir- 


eumſtances, he was of opinion, ought to be regulated in its price by 
Vol. II. 5 A 
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law. Every one knew that a monopoly exiſted to a great extent, 
which monopoly deprived the public of the benefits reſulting from 
fair and open competition. 

Mr. B. EDWARDS perfectly agreed with Sir William Pulte. 
ney. He denied that regraters or monopoliſts could rife the price 
of proviſions, and contended that it ſhould always be left to find its 
own level. He was ſenſible that the general opinion which pre. 
vailed out of doors, was contrary to what he now delivered; but he 
was fortificd by the ſtrong authority of Adam Smith, and juſiifed 
by that great man in believing this to be an error no better founded 
than the common notions prevalent formerly about witchcraft. Mr, 
Edwards mentioned a fac, that ſince the ſtoppage of diſtilleries, 
20,000 hops leſs had been fold in three months, than during the 
ſame period previous to the ſtoppage. This diminution in the ar- 
ticle of hogs, of courſe made other kinds of food much dearer. As 
therefore he did not wiſh to direct the public diſcontent againſt an 
unoffending ſet of men, he ſhould vote againſt the bill. 

Mr. BAST ARD differed in opinion from Sir William Pulteney 
and Mr. Edwards. He conccived that ſome proviſions were ne- 
ceſſary. He contended, that the arts of the jobbers were ſubſtan- 
tiated before the Committee, and he mentioned that he himſelf 
knew of cattle being monopolized, for the purpoſe of preventing 
their being brought to market, and the price of meat from being 
reduced. 

Mr. TIERNEY, alluding to an obſervation that had fallen from 
Mr. Edwards, ſaid, that the apprehenſion of encouraging public 
diſcontent was a very ſtrong reaſon for committing the bill, 1n or- 
der that the people might not ſuppoſe the Houſe diſregarded their 
complaints. He complimented the cutting butchers upon the ſpirit 
and propriety which they had evinced in bringing the ſubject under 
the cognizance of Parliament. He truſted, therefore, that gentle- 
men would reflect upon the inferences that might be drawn from a 
rejection of inveſtigation, or from treating it with lightneſs and in- 
difference. 

Mr. MAINWARING replied to the arguments that had been 
uſed againſt the meaſure. He brought to the recollection of the 
Houſe that the arts of monopoly did not reſt upon looſe or light au- 
thority, but upon evidence given before a committee of well-in- 
formed men, who did not preſent their Report till after an ampli 
examination of the cutting butchers and farmers, both of whom con- 
curred in their teſtimony of the practices alluded to. It could no, 
therefore, be poſſible for any perſon to doubt that a monopoly did 


exiſt, and that that monopoly intercepted in their progrels moſt of 
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the cattle deſtined for the ſupply of the metropolis. So powerful 
and fo extenſive was this monopoly that it ſet at defiance every at- 
tempt towards fair and open competition. The mode practiſed 
was to keep the market underſtocked, in order that there might ap- 
pear to be a real ſcarci'y, Hence the price of butcher's meat was 
regulated according, to the will of theſe monopolizers. The autho- 
rity of Adam Smith had been referred to, but that authority did 
not apply in the way ſtated by Mr. Edwards. Dr. Smith declared 
that competition would regulate the price of proviſions better than 
the laws, ind that the true rule was to widen the market and enlarge 
the channels of competition. It was clear, that in proportion to the 
number of intermediate perſons, between the farmer and. the con- 
ſumer, the price was increaſed to the conſumer. Each of theſe per- 
ſons would neeeffarily make a ſeparate profit; and from the infor- 
main he had reccived, ſuch was the preſent ſituation of the mar- 
ket, that the ſupply of Smithfield was in the hands of a few perſons, 
and the evil had augmented to ſuch a degree that nothing but the 
intervention of the Legiſlature could remedy and remove it. 

Mr. WILBER FORCE adverted to the opinion of Adam Smith, 
which, he ſaid, applicd to a country where ſo extenſive a Metro- 
polis as London could not exiſt. Had that great man had in his 
contemplation the immenſe demands of the city of London, and the 
neceſſity for thoſe demands being ſpeedily ſupplied, he might, per- 
haps, have departed from the rule which he had laid down. 

The Houſe now divided: For the Speaker's leaving the chair, 
31; Againſt it, 11. Majority, 20. 

The Houſe now reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the hill. 

Ul Mr. MAINWARING ſaid, that as the attendance of the Mem- 

bers was fo thin, it might not be proper to make any farther pro- 

greſs in the bill at preſent. He wiſhed that the Committee would 

decide what was proper to be done. 

bY Aſter ſome few obſervations from the SPEAKER, Mr. WIL- 

i WI PERFORCE, &e. the Chairman was directed to report progreſs, 
ad aſk leave to fit again. Adjourned. 


Wedneſday, 1 4th June. 


in- Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that on account of the abſence of an 
ple WM honourable friend of his (Mr. Sheridan) who was p:cvented from 
ending on this day by indiſpoſition, he meant to have propoſed, 
lt the Committee on the Stamp duty bil! fbould be further de- 
ferred till Monday next; but as he underſtood chat his honourable 
friend would have an opportunity of delivering his ſentiments on a 
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future ſtage of the bill, he had no objection to enter into the by. 
neſs on this evening. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into 2 Committee of the 
whole Houſe on the bill for granting to His Majeſty additional 
duties on Stamps, 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſtated, that there were three parts of the 
bill, beſides the clauſe relating to neweſpapers, which it was his de- 
ſign to oppoſe; one, the additional frainm duty on mortgages ; a 
ſecond, on deeds of transfer; and a th'fd, upon agreements, And 
as he did not diſtinctly know the time for tpcaking to rhoſe points, 
he requeſted the Chairman of the Committee to give him notice. 

Mr. W. BIRD objeded to the addtional duty which it was 
propoſed to lay upon admiſſions iin Corporations, upon the groznd 
that it threw an additional dice ie the way of a man obtaining 
the right of election, 

The Houſe divided on this ciaufe: Aves, 6s ; Nocs, II. 

Mr. HOBART (Chairman of the Committce) was proceeding 
to read the bill clauſe by clauſe, when 

Mr. HOBHOUSE roſe and ſaid: I think it may fave time to 
the Committee if I at once ftate the objcctions which have pre. 
ſented themſelves to my mind, againſt the freſh duty on deeds, as it 
affects ſeveral articles. 

Thoſe, whoſe ncceſſities compel) them to borrow ſmall ſums en 
mortgage, muſt be confiderably affected by this tax. Such perſons 
pay, during the firſt year of their loan, intereſts and colts included, 
from 71. to 10l. per cent.; and it is to be remembered, that ot the 
charges of every deed the King already receives full a quarter. 

With reſpect to the agreements, I object alſo to the additional 
duty; but upon a very different ground. I cannot help ſuſpecting 
that it will far from anſwer the purpoſes of revenue. A written 
agreement now pays to Government ſeven ſhiliings. Add three 
more, and few will make uſe of a legal inſtrument of that nature. 
Landlords and tenants, in bargains for dwelling houſes held by 
yearly tenancy, will truſt entirely to verbal contracts. People will 
more frequently confide in the integrity of each other, and riſque 
the conſequences. In this reſpect the revenue, inſtead of being 
improved, will ſuſtain a loſs. 

But though I diſapprove of the parts of the bill to which J have 
already objected, I diſapprove ſtiil more of the duty on deeds of 
conveyance. Suppoſe a contract for an eſtate of 5001. value, the 
writings cannot well employ leſs than four ſkins, which at 75. per 
ſkin, the preſent tax comes to 11. 5s. But as cach ſkin is iv be 
tur chen ciarged by die preſent bill with 38., the amount will be A. 
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This ſum, added to 81. 6s. 8d., the duty on the confideration 
money at 4d. in the pound, makes 1ol. 6s. 8d, or rather more 
than 21. per cent. What an enormous increaſe of tax is this, from 
II. 8s. to lol. 6s. 8d.! Gentlemen, perhaps, have not attended 
dofely to this ſubiet, I wiſh them to conſider what an acceſſion 
of burden ſo great an advance of duty muſt impoſe upon thoſe who, 
through the hardneſs of the times, are obliged to ſell their property 
jor much leſs than the coſt, and who, indeed, can fcarcely find any 
purchaſer. 

It was ſaid by the Chanecllor of the Exchequer, that the tax 
upon property fold by auction did not prevent the diſpoſal of it in 
that wav. But what is the deſcription of men who have recourſe 
to the autioneer ? The greater part conſiſts of thoſe who cannot 
wait for a ſale by private contract, and, from the preſſing ſtate of 
their circumſtances, mult fell inſtantly at any loſs. Surely vou 
cannot deduce from thence that all, who wiſh to part with an eſtate, 
can afford a new impoſt of 4d. in the pound upon the purchaſe 
money, and ought to be charged with it. Others diſpoſe of their 
property by the hammer, becauſe they find that it is in great requeſt, 
and therefore chuſe to give themſelves the advantage ariſing from a 
competition from the buyers, But it theſe, under circumſtances 
different trom the great bulk of the kingdom, be capable of bearing 
an cxpence, ought it to be ſaddled upon all the members of the 
community? Would not this be ftrange reaſoning? How little, 
taerefore, in point, is the reference to ſale by auction? 

It has been alſo ſtated in defence of an additional duty on deeds, 
that there has been no advance of late years. But this is not the 
tg. If, ſetting aſide the duty on the confideration money, a freſh 
impoſt of only 3s. per ſkin were to take effect, the increaſe for the 
laſt fourteen years would be equal to that of the preceding eighty- 
eight years. This may be feen by conſulting the acts of Parlia- 
ment; I am ſure that I am correct. 

Such, Sir, are my reaſons for not concurring in the additional 
duty on mortgages, on agreements, and on deeds of private trans- 
fer. On the laſt, which ſo conſiderably augments the calamity of 
numerous unfortunate individuals, I am determined to take the 
lenſe of the Houſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he was ſure the honourable 
gentleman would ſce the propriety of not dividing the Houſe at 
preſent. The duty on the conſideration money in private transfers 
was not included in this bill; for, thought he difagreed with the 
honourable gentleman upon ic, he thought it might poſſibly require 
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ſeparate diſcuſſion, and had therefore made it the ſubject of a ſepa. 


rate bill. 


The Committee came next to conſider that part of the bill which 
reſp Aed newſpapers 3 and on the motion of Mr. ROSE, that three 
haltpence ditional dite be impoſed upon each newſpaper, 

Mr. HOBHOUSE role, and ſpoke in ſubſtance» as foilows ;— 
Mott finccrelv, Sir, do I lament the abſznce of my honuurable 
friend (Mr. Sheridan), who would have oppoſed tis clauſe with ſo 
much greater ability than myſelf; but ſtill I cannot rcirain from 
offering my ſolemn proteſt againit it. I conſider it as an invaſion 
of the liberty of the preſs, and part of the ſame ſyſtem upon which 
Miniſters have uniformly at-1. In the ſecond clauſe of the new 


Tieaſon act they puniſh very ſeverely every publication which has 


a tendency © to excite hatred or diſlike to His Majeſty's perſon or 
government ;” fo that it is ſcarcely poſſible to know what it is ſafe 
to commit to the preſs, and what not—by the new Sedition a, 
they controul the right of the people to aſſemble for the purpoſe of 
diſeuſſ ng public aftairs—and now, by what is called a tax bill, they 
would greatly leſſen, if not totally ſuppreſs, a very uſeful claſs of 
publications, called Newſpapers. Thus they lay reſtrictions upon 
writing, ſpeaking, and reading. This is the ſtrongeſt objection 
againſt the bill. It will, however, operate very ſeverely againſt a 
number of individuals. I underſtand that Miniſters have potiponed 
this buſineſs from time to time, with a view to grant a compenſation 
to the proprictors of newſpapers; but how can Government make 
it anſwer to give them an equivalent for the neceſſary increaſe of 
capital, and the great diminution of ſale? Some of thoſe who now 
take in a daily paper by themſelves, will enter into partnerſhips ; 
others of them will be contented with one three times a weck; 
many who now ſhare the expence of a paper, muſt drop the uſe of 
it altogether. Is it not wonderful that this natural conſequence 
ſhould not have been foreſeen by the Chancellor of the Exchequer! 
The old ſtamp duty of two-pence per ſheet produced laſt year 
152,1611.; the new duty of three halfpence per ſheet he eſti- 
mates at 114, oool., which, deducting the odd pounds, is three- 
fourths of the former ſum. Thus he ſcarcely makes any allowance 
for a reduction upon the ſale. Depend upon it, Sir, that his hopes 
of revenue from this quarter will be diſappointed. As to the ad- 


ditional duty on advertiſements, I am of opinion that it will not be 


merely unproduQive, but actually injurious to the revenue. The 
publiſhers of newſpapers will charge more for advertiſements. 
The adveriiſers are moſtly bookſellers, or venders of quack medi- 
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eines. They will not advertiſe ſo often, and conſequently will not 
ſell ſo many of their goods. Thus the revenue will loſe two ways; 
it will loſe the duty on advertiſements, and it will loſe the duty alſo 
upon the paper on which books are publithed, and upon the medi- 
tines which are fold. 


I think I have made it appear, Sir, that the propoſed add'tional 


impoſts on newſpapers muſt operate as an unjuſtitiable refiraint upon 
the preſs, which will be felt by ſome of the middling, but more 
particularly by the lower clafſes, mutt materially injure a numerous 
and uſeful elaſs of individuals ; and fo far from being advantageous, 
muſt prove detrimental to the revenue. Upon theſe three grounds 
[ hope they will be negatived by the Houſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he would decline arguing the pro- 
priety of the tax upon the general grounds of policy upon which the 
honourable gentleman had touched in the beginning of his ſpeech. 
He thought newſpapers were an article which could fairly bear an 
addition to the prejent duty ; and the queſtion then were, how far 
this duty ought, in policy, to be raiſed, Keeping in view the produc- 
tiveneſs of the tax, and what allowance ought, in juſtice and in fair- 
neſs, to be granted to the dealers as a compenſation for the loſs 
which they might ſuttain? He did not think that three halfpence 
was too much to lay as an addition to the preſent duty on this article. 
the proprietors of newpapcrs would not, in conſequence of it, be 
obliged to augment their capitals, becauſe they received ready money 
for their papers. It was the newſpaper vender alone who would be 
under the neceſſity of increaſing his capital, fo that what he wiſhed 
was, to grant oniy ſuch an allowance to the proprietor as to enable 


— * _ 


him to increaſe the profits of the vender in proportion to the increaſe 
; of his capital, ſo as to leave to them the fame profits as before, 
f without giving them a pretence to raiſe the price of the article on their 
. cuſtomers. It was not to be expected, that the rate of diſcount 
ich it was propoſed, aſter every poſſible inquiry, to be made to 
r them, ſhould ſatisfy them all, nor would he undertake to fay that it 
K Vould ſatisfy any of them. But there was no reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
> there would not be as great a profit left both to the proprietors and 
ce renders for their capital as before, by making the rate of diſcount be- 
1 tween them equal to 16 per cent. of the whole duty. With re- 
d- ſpect to any calculation as to the probable decreaſe of the ſale of 


newſpapers, he could by no means admit that as a principle by which 
the Committee were to regulate their opinion ; for if once ad- 
mitted, it might with equal propriety apply to every other article of 


ation in the exciſe or cuſtoms. He, however, believed, that the 
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ſale of newſpapers would not decreaſe, as the defire to peruſe them 
was becoming every day more cager and univerſal. 
Mr. W. SMITH obſerved that the bill would be particularly 
ruinous to country newſpapers. He thought many acts of croſs 
injuſtice would be involved in the operation of the bill. He did 
not regard newſpapers merely as an article of trade. They were a 
vehicle of intelligence, in which the public had a great intereſt ; 
they ſhould therefore be kept as pure and independent as poſſible, 
Now the effect of this tax would be the reverſe. It was known, 
and he meant it not as an injurious imputation, that this Govern. 
ment and all former governments, had allowed certain newſpapers 
ſtipends for the purpoſe of giving a particular complexion to their 
publication ; and as the effect of this duty would be a certain di- 
minution of ſale, the proprictors of newſpapers would be rendered 
an eaſier prey to this temptation. The fame ſum would operate as 
a ſtronger or weaker temptation in proportion as their profits were 
greater or leſs. If the profits of a newipaper were 1000l. a year, 
and the bribe offered were 300l. a year, it would not be caty 
to ſeduce a man from the line of conduct he might conſeientiouſſy 
approve for ſuch a ſum ; but if the profits were reduced halt, or a 
third, or if in ſome caſes, perhaps, the proprictor were on the point 
of ruin, it would be hard for human reſolution to reſiſt the bribe, 
Newſpapers, therefore, were very important articles to the public; 
they were not like other articles of commerce, and ſhould be other- 
wiſe eſtimated, when conſidered as objects of taxation. But even if 
they were on ſimilar grounds, he could not agree to the juſtice cf 
bringing any man or ſet of men into a ſtate of probable ruin, after 
they had with great pains and riſque of capital eſtabliſhed a pro- 
perty. It ſhould be recollected how precarious this ſpecies of pro- 
perty was, and that if once ruined, there was no remedy. To the 
Government, this might be a matter of light conſideration. Should 
the tax injure or deſtroy properties, they had only to conſider of other 
duties, by which the eſtimated produce might be ſupplicd. But 
how would the caſe ſtand in that inſtance with the proprietors ? Al 
their hopes, founded on uſeful and laborious induſtry, would be ce. 
ſtroyed for ever, and they and their families reduced at one firoke 
to utter and irremediable ruin. Government, therefore, after hav- 
ing tolerated and encouraged for a length ot time, this application d 
talents, induſtry, and capital, had no right, conſidering newſpaper 
merely as an article of trade, to adopt meaſure which tended to thei 
probable ruin. Government were ſo little aware of the operation 
of the tax, that they had taken the eftimate on a riſe of three half- 


pence, in preciſely the proportion of three-fourth of the former tax d 
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two-pence, that is, ſuppoſing it would not occaſion any fall in the 
{ale whatever. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE roſe, he ſaid, to reQtify the miſtake into 
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had fallen. He contended, 
that both proprietors and venders of newſpapers did give credit. 
He agreed with his honourable friend (Mr. Smith) in thinking the 
caſe of the proprietors of country newſpapers particularly hard: 
they were obliged to give ſtill longer credit than thoſe who followed 
the ſame occupation in London; they carried on their trade at till 
greater expence, and fold their papers for a halfpenny leſs. 

Mr. ROSE faid, it was true that the proprietors of country 
newſpapers were likewife the venders. What was the opinion of the 
country proprietors was not known from themſelves, but from a 
perſon in London, who was agent for moſt of them, His Majeſty's 
Miniſters were informed, that they were perfectly well ſatisfied. At 
preſent the proprietors of newſpapers were allowed a diſcount of 
4 per cent. for various charges. For the new duty it was calcu- 
lated that ꝙ per cent. would cover any additional expence or dimi- 
nution of profit, which made 13 per cent.; befides which, there was 
3 per cent. more allowed, which, ſuppoſing their fale to be the ſame, 
would be a profit of 3 per cent. on the duty. 

The Committce then divided : For the clauſe, 60 ; Againſt 
e it, 10. Majority, 50. 


= The Committee then went through the different clauſes of the 
* bill. 

of The Houſe was reſumed, and the report ordered to be received 
Fer to-morrow. — Adjourned.” 


Thurſday, 15th Fune. 


Mr. JOLLIFFE, purſuant to the notice he had given, ſaid, he 

had to call the attention of the Houſe to the preſent law reſpecting 
the commencement of partridge ſhooting. His object was to allow 
gentlemen to take that amuſement upon their own eſtates at any 
ime between the firſt and the fourteenth of September, and by the 
conſent of their tenants, or other occupiers, or other grounds in the 
lame manner He therefore moved, That leave be given to bring 
n a bill to explain and amend the ſaid act.“ 
Mr. WIGLEY thought that the meaſure which was now pro- 
poſed might become very injurious to corn, and to agriculture in ge- 
neral; a conſideration which he thought was of more importance 
than that of the amuſement of any claſs of perſons, and therefore he 
oppoſed the motion. T2 

The queſtion was put and negatived, 

Vol. II. 5 B 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, That his letter to the Bank Dj. 


rectors on the 1 2th inſtant, and their anſwer on the 1 3th, be laid 
before the Houſe. — Ordered. 0 
They were produeed immediately. The ſubſtance of the former d 
was, that in the Miniſter's opinion it was not expedient, under all the ti 
circumſtances, that the Bank ſhould reſume its payments in ſpecie tc 
on the 24th inſtant, the period ſpecified in the late act of Parlia- 20 
ment. The latter expreſſed the acquieſcence of the Bank Directors 
to the opinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Ne 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved, That the act of this ſeſſion of pe 
Parliament, founded on the Order of Council of the 26th of Fe. fe 
bruary be read; which being done, he ſtated, that as the period pa 
was now nearly clapſed during which the Bank were prohibited pri 
from paying in ſpecie, it became neceſſary to conſider the probable bh 
effect of ſuffering the prohibition to expire; and although it was the 
extremely deſirable that the Bank ſhould reſume its uſual operations, 
and although he had great ſatisfaction in finding that ſo much dif. Ex 
ficulty as might have been expected to ariſe from the ſuſpention of * 
the ordinary functions of the Bank had by no means taken place, wh 
yet he thought that the reſtriction having taken place, it required only 
more than uſual circumſpection and caution in taking it off, and ON 
Parliament ſhould take care that the Bank ſhould not again be 1 
placed in a ſtate of hazard, unleſs they had a clear and confident qua 
opinion it would be perfectly ſafe for the Bank to reſume its uſual wha 
mode of payment on the day now left open for that purpoſe. He low. 
thought it would not, under all the circumſtances, be prudent to "A 
allow the Bank to do ſo. He had ſtated this to be his opinion in ter 
his communication to the Bank Directors, and they had concurred \ 
in that opinion ; but he wiſhed, that if any meaſure was adopted tor "FS 
continuing the reſtriction, it ſhould be ſubject to ſuch modifications the | 
as might enable them to reſume their payments, when, upon full lion, 
examination of the matter, it might be thought prudent to do fo. and t 
He did not think it neceſſary to enter into any detail at preſent; comn 
that ought to be reſerved for a period after the introduction of the had | 
bill which he ſhould move for leave to bring in. The reaſon which anxio 
the Committee had for not reporting the given quantity of caſh and that e 
bullion in the Bank, at the commencement of the reſtriction, af- the pi 
forded to the Houſe a ſufficient excuſe on his part for not entering leſs th 
into any diſtin& ſtatement upon that ſubject. He had, howevel, ſure | 
the ſatisfaction to ſay, that, under all the circumſtances, although Ie Ponen; 
did not think it prudent that the reſtriction ſhould ceaſe on the Mr 
24th, yet there was in the affairs of the Bank, with regard to tne the E; 


means of payment in caſh, an improvement that was highly con- 
2 
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ſoling, and that the apprehenſion of their not recovering their ability 
to pay in the accuſtomed manner, was greatly exaggerated when the 
ſubject came firſt before the Houle. The Houſe, he was confi- 
dent, would now fee the reaſon why he did not now enter into par- 
ticu!ars, He then moved, That leave be given to bring in a bill 9 
to continue for a time to be limited, the ſaid act, under certain re- ; 
zulations and reſtii6eh!ns. 

Mr. W. SMITTH faid, he did not mean to oppoſe the preſent 
motion; he had orily to obſerve, that all thoſe who thought pro- "713.90 
perly upon this ſubject could not expect all the difficulty of it to be ny 7 
felt immediarelv, upon account of the facility with which at firſt | 
paper might be iTued. This meaſure he believed to be no ſur- | 
prize upon any body in that Houle, for hardly any perſon could 1 
have expected that the Bank would open its payments in cath on ie 
the 24th of June, 1797. bs 

Mr. HUSSEY withed to know whether the Chancellor of the | 
Exchequer could not give to the Houſe ſome account of the ſitua- Ml. 
tion of the Bank now, as compared with its ſituation at the time 10 
when the reftriction was laid on? The public, at preſent, had | 
only the opinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer relative to the "8 
neceitity of continuing the reſtriction. They knew nothing of the 
e amount, or of the nature of the diſcounts of the Bank, or of the 
nt quantity of paper iſſued in lieu of caſh. The public knew not 
al what calls mig:it be made on the Bank for caſh when they were al- 
le lowed to open; and allowing the Bank to go on to an unlimited 
to amount, appeared to him to be a thing which might have about it a 4 
in degree of hazard which the publie were not aware of. . 
ed Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he was able to ſtate, as far as his 
for knowledge of the fact extended, that the comparative ſituation of 
tne Bank, upon the whole, with reference to Bank notes and bul- 
lion, was very conſiderably improved. The diſcounts of the Bank, 
and the iffue of paper, although liberal and equal to the exigency of 
commerce, were by no means unlimited or unqualified. Nothing 
had iſſued but upon a ſolid and correſponding capital. He was 
| anx10us to come to the termination of the reſtriction ; but although 
that could not be on the day appointed, yet it was a ſatisfaction to 
the public to find that the inconvenicnce of the meaſure was much 
leſs than had been forctold. Indeed the conſequence of the mea- 
ſure had been the reverſe of what had been predicted by its op- 1 
ponencs, 24 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, he thought he underſtood the Chancellor of li 
the Exchequer, and he wiſhed to underſtand him. But he had . 
"% lated on what documents he formed his opinion. What prob 
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had he to enable him to judge of the quantity of diſcounts lately 
made by the Bank ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that certainly he had no official do- 
cuments of the outſtanding difcounts of the Bank, nor of the bills 
of the Bank, but he had ſeen a ſtatement on which he thought he 
could ſafely form an opinion upon the points to which he had al- 
ready ſpoken. 

Mr. THORNTON ſaid, he had no objection to inform the 
Houſe how the matter ſtood with regard to diſcounts and the paper 
of the Bank. The fact was, that the Bank had been extremely 
guarded in the ifſue of its paper, and it did not now amount to more 
than the uſual average for ſome years paſt. 

The queſtion was then put and carricd. 


Friday, 16th June. 


The order of the day for the ſecond reading of a bill, intitled, 
& An act to repeal ſo much of an act, made in the fifth year of the 
reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, incitled, © An ad 
for the more eaſy recovery of debts in His Majeſty's plantations and 
colonies in America, as makes Negroes chattels for the payment of 
debts,” being read, 

Mr. EDWARDS roſe, and ſpoke as follows: — Mr. Speaker, 
For the ſatisfaction of ſome honourable gentlemen, who have ſug- 
geſted to me doubts concerning the nature, propricty, and extent of 
the preſent bill, I beg permiſſion, before it be read a ſecond time, 
to explain to the Houſe the principle on which it is founded, and to 
point out the conſequences which I hope will be produced by it, 
if, fortunately, it ſhall paſs into a law. 

Whatever, Sir, may be thaught of the Slave Trade, as it is con- 
ducted in Africa, and however gentlemen may be divided in op!- 
nion concerning the neceſſity of its continuance, or the means of 
its ſuppreſſion ; there is one ſentiment in which I am ſure all of us 
muſt cordially unite, namely, that after the poor captive Africans are 
put into our poſſeſſion, and landed in our colonies, they are entitled 
to every reaſonable indulgence which the laws of humanity can die- 
tate, and that they ought to be ſecured in the enjoyment of the few 
neceſſaries and comforts which are allowed them by every poſſible 
means, as far as is conſiſteat with the maintenance of that ſubordi- 
nation, without which the coloniſts themſelves would ſoon ceaſe 
to exiſt, | 

Now, Sir, in what light does the law of Geo. II., part of which 
I propoſe to repeal, (a law, which I bluſh to ſtate was enacted 9 
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a Britiſh Parliament, in favour of Britiſh creditors) conſider the un- 
fortunate Africans in our plantations? Sir, it ranks them in the 
catalogue of chattels, conſiders them as moveables, and declares 
« that they may be ſeized on, extended and fold for the ſatisfaction 
« of debts, as well of {imple contract as of ſpecialty, in the ſame 
« manner as perſonal eſtates in any of the plantations, are ſeized, 
« extended and fold ;*— In other words, this act of Parliament, 
adopting and reviving the odious and unnatural principle of the Ro- 
man law, degrades our fellow creatures to the condition of beaſts 
that periſh ! By making them liable to be levied upon by creditors, 
and fold as aſſets by executors, apart from the lands, along with 
horned cattle, horſes, mares, mules, ſheep, goats, and aſſes; it ſup- 
poſes the wretched African to be equally inſenſible to Kindneſs, and 
patient under injury with thoſe animals, and equally devoid of all 
the ſoft, amiable affections, and exquilite ſeclings which adorn and 
dignify our nature, and render man more pre-eminent in the ſcale 
of creation. 

Let us conſider, Sir, for a moment, the ſituation of a well-diſ- 
poſed Negro under this mereileſs diabolical ſyſtem. After having 
ſuffered the horrors of captivity in his native country, and ſuſtained 
the miſeries of the middle paſſage, he finds himſelf placed in the 
protection of a mild and merciful maſter, under whoſe foſtering care 
and tender aſliduity, he begins at length to forget his ſorrows, and 
even rejoices that he has been removed from a country of ſavage 
men and barbarous manners, to a land of ſecurity, civilization and 
riſtianity. Sir, this is no picture of the fancy, for that many 
ſuch inſtances are to found in all our colonies, I do ſolemnly declare; 
and if any man ſha!l deny the fact, I maintain that he either knows 
not the colonies, or gives the lic to his own obſervations. Here 
then we behold the poor Negro obtaining at length a comfortable 
etabliſhment ; he has built himſelf a houſe, is happy in a wife, 
and ſees a young family riſing around him. His proviſion- ground, 
the creation of his own induſtry, and the ſtaff of his cxiſtence, af- 
tords him not only ſupport, but the means alſo of adding ſomething 
to the mere neceſſaries of life. Let us now reverſe the medal, and 
look to the maſter. A hurricane deſtroys in a moment all his proſ- 
pects of affluence; and the vengeance of the law, more remorſeleſs 
than the elements, is added to the wrath of the Almighty ! His 
wretched Negro is ſeized on by the Sheriff's Officer, forcibly ſepa- 
rated from his wife and children, dragged to public auction, pur- 
chaſed by a ſtranger, and ſent (loaded with chains) to terminate his 
miſcrable exiſtence in the mines of Mexico; excluded for ever from 
ae light cf heaven; and all this without any crime or demerit on 
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his part, real or pretended. He is puniſhed becauſe his maſter i; 
unfortunate. I do not believe that any caſe of force or fraud in 
Africa can be productive of ſuch miſery as this. Neither can it 
be urged that, like ſome of thoſe unauthorized caſes of cruelty which 
were charged againſt the planters in this Houſe, it occurs but ſeldom: 
Sir, I grieve to add, that it occurs every day, and, under the pre. 
ſent ſyſtem, will continue to occur, ſo long as men ſhall cuntinuc 
to be unfortunate |! 

may be told, perhaps, that ever ſince the firſt introduction of 
Negroes into our plantations, they have been ſubject to the paymenr 
of what are called ſymple-cotraf? debts, by the practice and regula. 
tions of the colonies themſelves. Sir, I ſcorn to have recourſe to 
concealment or falſehood. The charge is true; but I maintain that 
the ſyſtem originated with this country, not with the colonies. The 
trade laws of this kingdom, from the firſt intercourſe of our ſubjcas 
with Africa, conſidered the Negroes as mercnardize. As ſuch, they 
were purchaſed on the coaſt by Britiſh merchants, and as ſuch, they 
were fold to the coloniſts. The colonial Aſſemblies might, indeed, 
in the firſt inſtance, have attached them to the {11}, but the caſe was, 
that the firſt legiſlators in the plantations were nu planters but mer- 
chants ; they were men who had acquired immenſe wealth by pr! 
vatcering ; part of which they veſted in loans at high intereit, to the 
planters, and took eſpecial care to obtain all poſſible ſecurity tor their 
money, making not only the perſon, but the property alſo of the 
debtor, liable to their demands, and by the ſhorteſt courſe poſlible, 
Thus the writ of execution, in moſt of the iſlands, comprehens 


not only the writs of fier; facias and elegit ; but alſo the capras t 


ſati:f:ciendum ; and Negroes being held as perſenal property, the mil- 
erable vidims are generally ſeized on, in the tuſt inſtance, as being 
the moſt ſalcable parts vt the dehtor's effects. 

About the years 1730 ur 1731, ſome attempts were made in 
the colonies to put the laws of debtor and creditor on a different 
footing, and to relieve the pcor Negroes from the inſupportable 
hardſhip, by attaching them lu the land, and giving creditors, on fim- 
ple contract, and legatees, another fort of ſecurity for their demands 
Nothing could be more juſt, reaſonable and humane; but the meth 
chants of tilis kingdom took the alarm: thoſe of Briſtol in particl 
lar, (a very tender-hearted people) were loud in their clamours 0 
this occaſion, and petitioned the Parliament for its interpolition. 
The colonies kad no advocates in the Britiſh Legiſlature, and the 
act of George II. paſſed both Houſes, without a ſingle diſſenticg 
voice ! 

I admit, Sir, that the repcal of this law will do very little f9- 


fatisfa 
land, 
ſhould 
court 
Ing, e) 
and ot] 
debts, 
of the 
of, for 
the (aj 
May it 
enacted 
conſent 
ſent Pa 
of the! 
ations, 
ture; a 
" anyy 


wards the relief of the Negroes, without colonial co-operation. 
Farther, and much ſtronger, meaſures are neceſſary, to which the 
Legiſlatures of the colonies are alone competent, before any great 
good can be produced. Tr is Heir province (not ours) to redreſs the 
grievance, and give ſuttivient ſecurity to the creditor, without viola- 
ting the rights of lumaniry. All that I propoſe is, to remove out 
of their way the obſtacle of a Britiſh act of Parliament, which at 
preſent forms an inſuperable bar againft all conſiderable attempts to 
meliorate and improve the condition of the enflaved Negroes. From 
my knowledge of the gentlemen who compoſe the Legiflature in the 
largeſt and moſt contiderable of our iſlands, Jam perſuaded (this 
obſtacle being removed) that hey will nat be left behind us in a conteſt 
of humantty. 

On theſe grounds I move you, Sir, that this bill be now read a 
ſecond time. 


The following is the Bill abade alluded to: 


WurxkAs by an act, which was paſſed in the fifth year of the reign of 
his late Majeſty King George the Second, intitled, “ An Act for the more 
+ eaſy recovery of Nebts in His Majeſty's Plantations and Colonies in 
America,“ it was enacted and declared, that, from and after the twenty- 
niatu day of September one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-two, the 
houtes, lands, negroes, and other hereditary and real eſtates, ſituate or be- 
ing within any of the ſaid plantations, belonging to any perſon indebted, 
ould be liable to, and chargeable with, all juit debts, duties, and de- 
mands, of what nature or kind ſoever, owing by any ſuch perſon to His 
Majeſty, or any of his ſubjects, and ſhuuld and might be atleiled for the 
ltisfaction thereof, in like manner as real eſtates are, by the law of Eng- 
land, liable to the ſatisfaction of debts due by bond, or other ſpecialty, and 
ſhould be ſubject to the like remedies, proceedings, and proceſs, in any 
court of law or equity in any of the ſaid plantations reſpectively, for ſeiz- 
ng, extending, ſelling, or diſpoſing of every ſuch houſes, lands, negroes, 
and other hereditaments and real eſtates, towards the ſatisfaction of ſuch 
debts, duties, and demanis, and in like manner as perſonal eſtates, in any 
of the ſaid plantations reſpectively, are ſeized, extended, fold, or diſpoſed 
of, for the ſatisfaction of debts : And whereas it is deemed expedient that 
tne ſaid recited act, ſo far as it relates to negroes, ſhould be repealed: 
May it therefore pleaſe your Majeſty that it may be enacted ; and be it 
enacted. by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, I hat ſo much 
of the ſaid in par: recited act, as relates to negroes in His Majeſty's plan- 
ations, is hereby repealed and made void, and ſhall be of no eſſect in fu- 
ture; any thing in the above act, or any other act, to the contrary thereof 
u anywiſe notwithſtanding. 
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Monday, 19th. June. 


The bill for continuing the reſtrictions of payments in ſpecie at 
the Bank was committed, Mr H bart in the chair, 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T apprited the Committee, that this bill 
was ſimilar to the other, with an exception concerning the duration, 
which he propoſed to extend to one month after the commencement 
of the next ſeſſion, ſubject to the diſcretion of the Governors and 
Directors of the Bank to narruw that limitation, whenever they 
might think proper, by giving a ſpecies of notice, that they were 
prepared to pay any debt or demand in any deſeription of dividends, 
or to any particular amount in ſuch deſcription. The reaſon why 
he gave them this ſort of judicial authority, in the payment of their 
debts was, to make their renovation gradual, and prevent any ſud- 
den and dangerous run upon their caſh, 

Mr. W. SMITH withed to know whether the Bank Dirce— 
tors were to have the right of individual ſelection; becauſe, if they 
were, ſuch a diſcrimination would be unjuſt and fatal. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T replicd, it would not afford them any in- 
dividual preference, but only empower them to ſele& what clats of 
dividends they might choofe to reſume their payments in, which 
would in conſequence be diſcharged without any individual dil- 
tinction. 

The blank for limiting the reſtriction was then filled up with the 
words, © one month after the commencement of the next ſeſſion 
of Parliament,” and a clauſe was read, which made it lawful for the 
Bank Directors during the continuance of the act, to iſſue caſh 
to any optional amount, within five days after they had given no- 
tice to the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, who ſhould cauſe 
the ſame to be inſerted in the London Gazette. 

Mr. W. SMITH was apprehenſive the clauſe was ſo worded us 
not particularly to deſcribe the purpoſes for which the right ho- 

nourable gentleman had ſaid he meant it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT explained the conſtruction of the elauſe 
to be preciſcly conſonant with his intention, 

The clauſe was then incorporated with the bill, which was or- 
dercd to be reported to-morrow. 

The Stamp-duty bill was read a third time. 


Mr. BOU VERIE, reverting to a declaration of an honourable 


gentleman (Mr. Roſe) upon a former evening, that the printers of 
country newſpapers were perfectly ſatisfied with the new tax, ſaid be 
had written to one of his conſtituents, who proteſted he was 1 
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fatisied, and that Mr. Taylor, the agent in London for the country 
newſpapers was not authorized tc athrm ſo. 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, he never undertook to aſſert that the poprietors 
of country newſpapers were perfectly ſatisfied, nor had he ſtated that 
to be the declaration of their agent. Mr. Taylor had only expreſſed 
his opinian, that he had reaſon to believe they would be fatisfied 
with the diſcount propoſed by Government. He did not pretend 
to ſay the diſcount would fully compenſate the proprietors for the 
loſſes they might ſuſtain by this additional duty; he could not pre- 
tend it would. It was only meant to meet the increaſed expence 
to which it would ſubject them. 

Mr. BOUVERIE thought ſome farther compenſation ſhould 
be granted to the proprietors of country newſpapers, becauſe they 
were obliged to give a twelvemonth's credit. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT informed the honourable gentleman, 
that the diſcount was granted as that compenſation ; for the proprie- 
tors of London newſpapers, through the medium of the vender, 
commonly received ready money, while the vender was the perſon 
— who gave credit. In ſuch caſes, therefore, the diſcount would be 
divided between two perſons, while the proprietors of country newſ- 
h papers would engroſs the benefit of it excluſively. 

l Mr. BOUVERIE inſiſted that the proprietors of country newſ- 
papers alſo employed intermediate venders at a great expence, to 
diſtribute their papers round the country, and that they were in con- 


on ſequence entitled to a farther remuneration. 
the Mr. JEKYLL lamented the late period of the ſeſſion in which 
aſh this bill was introduced, the abſence of his honourable triend (Mr. 


Sheridan), and the combination of the additional duty upon newſpa- 
pers with the other ſtamp duties. He objected to the principle of 
the bill, becauſe individuals were thereby aggrieved ; becauſe it 
ſlapped the Liberty of the Preſs ; and becauſe it conjointly operated 
vich the former duties upon newſfapers, to levy a tax of fix or ſeven 
limes the value of the original article. He farther objected to it 
is an invaſion of copy-right, and private property, by tending to 
abridge th- diſpoſition to read at individual expence, and compelling 
people to reſort to clubs and reading-rooms for public information. 
And laſtly, he objected to it, becauſe, in his opinion, it would by 
eſe means, inſtead of increaſing, leſſen the revenue, and, there- 


table bre, if he thought he could prevail upon the Houſe to agree to the 
rs of {Wnendment, he would move to exempt the printers of newſpapers 
id he 


"om the payment of the additional ſtamp duties mentioned in 
3 not the bill. 


Vor. II. s C 
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Mr. W. SMITH aid, he fully agreed with his honourable and 
learned friend, and thought the country neu ſpapers would materially 


ſuffer by a dimiaution of their ſale. | | 
The bill was then paſſed, and ordered to be carried to the Lord 
for their concurrence. . 
. 8 f 
Tueſdar, 20th June. f 
No debate. 4 
W:dneſdav, 21 1 June. Iu 
m 
On the motion for the ſecond reading of a bill to allow Mr. th 
Manering, the holder of a promiſory note for 25 0b, to ſtamp it 
with a ſtamp which is required by law to make it a legal inſtru— tin 
ment, and valid for the recovery of the demand, * 
ir. ERSKINE oppoſed it on the ground that all perſons who to 
had been non- ſuited for many yours pai, wouid have the ſame right 
to apply to Parliament for a funlar recrefs, Ihe laws when patied pea 
in Parliament became the Records of Parliament, the ſame as the adj 
Judgements paticd in the ſeveral Commis were the Records of tho! 
Courts. Of courſe no Record of Pari:ament ought to be altered, 
without ſome ſpceial cauſe being aſſigned in the preamble of the bill 
for ſo doing. In this caſe there was no cauſe aſſigned. A mil- p . 
take had been made in the ſtamp, which made it impaitible tor tue 20 
party to recover on the note. He had been accordingly non ſuited; ing 
and he now came to Parliament to crave relief, becauſe he had not i N 
had his note properly ſtamped. Thoufands of perſons were in -_ 
the ſame predicament, and would be equally entitled to redre!s, if = 
they applied to Parliament for it. If a bill was brought in to alter * 
the whole law with regard to ſtamp duties en this head, it would ; 7 
make a material difference; though he did not hefitate to ſay he Het 
ſhould give his decided negative to ſuch a bill. At preſent, huw- : , 
ever, he muſt ſet his face againſt the preſent bill. The buſinels 8 
had been fully inveſtigated both in law and equity. He had ſeen "x 
the anſwer in Chancery, and though he had the higheſt reſpect for i 4 tg 
the honour and veracity of all parties, he muſt, as a Legiſlator, " toy 
deem it his duty to oppoſe this bill. He, therefore moved, that oy 
the ſecond reading of the hill be this day three months. 1 "x 
Mr. WIGLEY contended that the bill ought to be allowed to . 
go into other ſtages before the Houſe, and complained that the pre- the a 
ſent oppoſition, in this ſtage, was not the moſt candid, as Counſel © a 
were this day to have been heard on both ſides, and from the * bil "ih 
tions they would have bcen able to produce pro. and con. i weffec 


1 


* 
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Houſe would be enabled to judge more decidedly on the buſineſs. 
The note in queſtion, which was for 2,500l. he averred had 
been received Hu, fide as a valuable conſideration, and as the ſtamp 
on which it was given was higher than what was required by the 
ſtamp duties, he thought that Parliament ought to grant relief, as 
there was evidently ne intention of defrauding the revenue, which 
was the grand object of the ſtamp duties. This, he allowed, was 
a matter of the greateſt importance to the public ; but here the wh 
puolie could not, in this caſe, be intended to be hurt, as the ſtamp F380 
made uſe of was actually higher in value than the law required for | 
the purpoſe. 

The SPEAKER obferved, that if there was any defire to con- 
tinue this debate, he muſt take notice of the ſtate of the Houſe, it 
being by no means ſuſticiently attended to purſuc buſineſs that was 
to be debated. 

The queſtion being put, a diviſion was called for, when it ap- 
peared that there were only nine Members in the Houſe—an 
adjournment took place of courſe. 
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Thurſday, 22d June. 


Mr. MAINWARING moved the order of the day on the bill Pn 
| for the better preventing of foreſtalling live cattle, which was for go- "WS bl 
ing into a Committee upon the bill. * 1 
b Mr. Secretary DUNDAS laid, he gave notice ſome time ago, N 
ö that he intended to call the attention of the Houſc to the ſubject 1 
1 matter of this bill. He had well conſidered the ſubject, and he * 
S law much difficulty in afſenting to it. He had no doubt of | {| 
a4 the purity of the motives of the friends of the bill, but it did not 4 
be Irom thence follow that their judgements could not be erroneous. WH | 
- He had examined the evidence that had been given upon this ſub- 1 I | 
P ject, and although he ſhould not oppoſe its going into a Committee, 17 
Ws: becauſe there it might be a good deal altered, vet he feund it neceſ- 1 Fi 
* fary to ſay, that the bill appeared to him to be of ſuch a natiue, that 1 1 
* kun ſtage or other he ſhould be under the neceſſity of giving it | 1 1 | 
n us direct negative; at all events it ought to be delayed for ſome | 469 f 
months, in order that thoſe on whoſe intereſts it miglit operate, "13 4 
46 might have an opportunity of conſidering it, and oppoſing it; he did \'h ö 1 
| not doubt but that the cutiing butchers were of the opinion which WH | 
they ſtated ; but it did not thence follow, that they were not de- 1 5 
ceived as to the cauſe of the evil of which they complained, This "401.0 


bill was a meaſure which ſhould not be paſſed haſtily, for it ſeemed 
io affect all the landed intereſt of this country, and of every farmer 
« 2 
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in it. He ſhould not, however, now oppoſe the Speaker's leaving F 
the chair. 

Mr. TAYLOR objected to the principle of the bill, and could 
not give his vote for the Speaker's leaving the chair. All meaſures F 
of this kind were bad. All attempts of Parliament to lower the 
price of any article always enhanced it. This, like every thing F. 
elſe, ſhould be left to find its own level. 

Mr. TIERNEY thought that the Sceretary of State had ſpoken F. 
with candour upon this ſubject ; but the principle which had been 
maintained by his honourable friend, who ſpoke laſt, ſurprized him; T 
for if Parliament never ſhould interfere in regulating the price of 
any article, they were wrong in their interference in the article of 
bread. He withed this bill to be tried, for a time at leaſt, as a 
matter of experiment, for it was clear that foreſtalling had pro- 
duced much evil. It was not the wiſh of the cutting butchers 
to paſs the bill in haſte; they deſired the matter to be well po 


underſtood. 
The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided: For going into . 0 
Committee, 38; Againſt it, 1: which, with the tellers of the di. N 
viſion, made a Houſe. "8 
The bill then went into a Committee of the whole Houſe. 85 
Mr. MAINWARING ſaid, that ſince he foreſaw he was not * 
likely to obtain the whole of his object by this bill, he would take 
what he could get of it; he therefore propoſed to leave out of the * 


vided for, between the 7th and the 24th of 
December, 1796 = - - - 106,962 13 


bi bill altogether, the proviſion againſt © Jobbing,” which was called * 
1 Ingroſſing.” This was done as the bill went through tte "Ip 
"1 Committee. : leſs 
1 The report was received immediately, ordered to be taken inte = 
| farther conſideration on Thurſday, and that the bill be printed, un 
[| Hig) 
. Friday, 23d June. opini 
Wi 
„ The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, and in = 
„ granted the following ſums to His Majeſty : and 
4 | a 5. 4 reſult 
bl For the relief of the ſuffering French Clergy propo 
{ 1 and Laity, for the year 1797 - - 180,000 o, ou 
* | For ſecret ſervices abroad, for 1797 -= 150,000 0" jr reg 
| 1 For extraordinary expences of the Paymaſter Were | 
| General for the Army incurred and not pro- an ade 
| ; 
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For extraordinary expences of the army in- 
curred and not paid, previous to the 5th of 


January, 1797 — - — . 438,000 © o 
For extraordinary ſervices of the army for the 
year 1797 - - - — 4,000,000 © o 5 
For outſtanding demands in the barrack de- 1 
partment, on the 5th of January, 1797 288,000 © © 9 4 
For barracks, and the ſupply of forage for the 105 
troops there, for the year 1797 = - 449,060 © © 9 


To the Governor and Company of the Bank 1 
of England, for the reduction of the na- FR 
tional debt — — — — — 200,000 © o 16 
The reſolutions were ſeparately agreed to. . 


The SECRETARY AT WAR roſe, he ſaid, to offer a pro- 
poſition to the Committee, with the ſubject of which the Com- 
mittee had already been in part acquainted. It was for an addi- 
tional allowance of pay and other privileges to the garriſon forces. 


— 
— 


" One part of the proviſion for theſe forces was formerly ſubmitted to 

V the Committee, and another part, which was that he now brought 

forward, poſtponed. The reaſon why this part had at that time 

deen poſtponed, was an intention to make ſome alterations, which 

_ had ſince been carried into exccution, and upon the propriety of 
1 which he believed there was but very little difference of opinion. 
* Long before the other part of theſe proviſions was ſubmitted, ſome 1 
* doubts were generally entertained whether ſome alteration ſhould W 
: not be made in the pay and allowance of the army, and it was no il; 

1 leſs generally admitted that what the ſubalterns received was not ſuf- 


feient. This alſo was his opinion; and he had moreover the 
happineſs to find, that in this opinion he concurred with his Royal 1 
Higlineſs the Commander in Chief. The conſequence of theſe Wt 
opinions was, a reſolution to ſubmit the neceſſary regulations to the 
wiſdom of Parliament immediately after the Chriſtmas receſs ; but 
in this he was prevented by a ſucceſſion of events of ſuch magnitude 
and importance, as claimed a precedence of other matter. The 
reſult of the delay in the mean time was this—he had taken up the 
propoſed regulations upon a larger ſcale, the nature of which he 
would immediately ſtate to the Committee, premiſing, however, that 
in regard to the manner in which the additional pay and allowances | 
vere to be carried into execution, a part was to be provided for by i 
an additional bounty of the public, a part would be taken out of the { 
Pay of the Subaltern Officers already provided for, but ſubjeR to 
certain deductions, and a part would coſt the public nothing, but be 
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merely a prudent regulation. For the ſake of perſpicuiry, he di- m. 
vided the ſubject of his motion under three heads; the firſt was an alk 
additional allowance, the ſecond a remiſſion of certain deductions, we) 
and the third an abolition of a difference between the ſubſiſtence va; 
and arrears. {he additional allowance was an increale of pay to mi 
the amount of one ſhilling per pay to all the Subaltern Otheers of Inc 
the Line, Militia, and Fencible Corps. VVlat he meant by Sub. pay 
alterns was, Lieutenants, Enſians, Adjutants, and Quarter-maf- Wa. 
ters; and where an officer held two commiſſions, to allow kim he « 
only to draw for one. He propoſed to make the ſame additional lo i 
allowance to all, that was to fav, as much to an Entiign as a Licu— con! 
tenant, though ſome people might think tlic inercaſe ought to be Inc 
given inverſcly ; and the reaſon why he made them equal was, be. upor 
cauſe he meant the additional allowance to provide for the mainte- li 
nance of a reſpectable appearance, which cot no more to a Licute— necc 
nant than an Enfign. When he propoicd to add is. per day, and diſn: 
ſtared that a Licutenant only received 4s. 8d. per day, and an En- pron 
ſign only 3s. 8d., he thought the addition would not be Ceemel that: 
more than was abſolutely neceſſary. He had not extended this ad- paſii1 
dition of allowance to the Subalierns of the Cavalry, though they clenc 
were ſubject to many heavy charges, from which the Infantry were ton | 
exempted, becauſe, conſidering their difference of pay, and the dil in th, 
ference of perſons who entered into the Cavalry by way of preter- or ab! 
ence, he did not conceive it to be ſo nceeſſary. So much tor the and a 
direct increaſed allowance, | egim 
He next came to the remiſſion which extended to the Officers gf 2p the 
the Cavalry, as well as the Infantry, This remiition was à reim— public 
burſement of thoſe ſums uſually paid with a commiſſion for hoſpital 0 h 
money, agency, and poundage. The advantage he intended ts en to 
allow was proportionate to the deduction upon tlie various commil- merly 
ſions, which for an Enſigney of Foot was 41. ; for a Lieutenaney, = equ 
51. ; for a Cornetey, 9l.; and for a Lieutenaney of Cavalry, 10, miniſh, 
This regulation, he ſaid, would prove highly acceptable to thuts to Place, 
whom it was extended. The third prepoſition was extended 0 moved, 
both Infantry and Cavalry, being the abolition of a difterence long Majeſty 
complained of between the ſubſiſtence and arrears. It was his wit i Officers 
to extend this regulation throughout the army, and he had conſulted of ] une 
with the Commander in Chief about it; but of this he could nt Ning 1 
ſtate any confident expectations; he could only ſtate his hopes. To Gene 
the Infantry and Cavalry, however, it would, if the Houle agreed, — 
be certainly extended; and he had no doubt but it would * 3 b 
n1 © Con 


highly acceptable to them, while it would not be attended with a 
great inconvenience to the Public, If ſuch a regulation Was {0 


* 
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much deſired, and attended with fo little inconvemience, it might be 
aiked, perhaps, why it had not been made before? To this he 
would repiy, that what was ſometimes deſired was not always ad- 
vantagecus; and he had doubted, with many more, whether it 
might not be more beneficial for young men, who were commonly 
inclined to be incerliderate or extravagant, to reſerve a part of their 
pay than iiſue the whole at once. At length, however, he had given 
way to the opinion of others; but with reſpect to the Public intereſt, 
he could not give way without a ſecurity, and ſtculd not have done 
ſo if the ſums ariling from the detention of arrears were not ſo in- 
conf.derable in themſelves, and the detention productive of fo much 
inconvenience as net to render it worth while to make any ſtand 
upon that ground. 

Having now proccedcd through the whole of what he thought 
necetiary to ſtate upon theſe ſubjects, he conceived he conld not 
diſmiſs them without endcavouring to tree Government from a re- 
proach, of which che Houſe had heard a great deal. It was ſaid, 
that all arrears were the effect of abuſe cr neglect; of neglect in not 
paſing the accounts at the public offices, or of abuſe from a defi- 
ciency of money at the Treaſury to diſcharge them. In contradic- 
tion to this, he protected that the great delay to which the payments 
in the army werc cccafionally liable, did not arife from the negle& 
or abuſe of any public office, but was antecedent to their cognizance, 
and attributable only to the regiments themfelves. For when the 
regiments were in active or On tercign ſervice, they could not make 
up their accounts with any regularity or diſpatch ; and in regard to 
public offices, they could not do any more than they now did, unleſs 
toy had an increaſed eſtabliſhment, or neglected the proper atten- 
on to the ſettlements. The army accounts might be ſettled for- 
merly with greater expedidon, but then they were not ſettled with 
an equal care. He did not ceſpair in time to ſee the arrears di- 
miniſhed ; and if the regulations which he had recommended took 
pace, it would not be neceſſary to wait for that progreſs. He then 
moved, That a ſum not exceeding 60,0001. be granted to His 
Majeſty for an increaſe of pay and allowances to the Subalterns, 
Officers of the Line, Militia, and Fencible Corps, from the 25th 
of June, 1 797, to the 24th of December following, both inclulive, 
being 183 days 

General TARLETON ſaid, that notwithſtanding the very long 
cunts which were before the Committee, he certainly approved 
p the propoſition now before it, as far as it went. He reminded 
it Committee that a motion of a nature ſimi lar to this was made 
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ſome years ago. It was a motion merely to relieve ſubalterns of 
the line. "That motion did not meet the approbation of the Houſe, 
for which he had always been extremely ſorry. He was glad that 
this motion was now made, and could have withed that the ſame 
relief had been extended to the cavalry, as to the infantry. It 
was true that gentlemen of fortune entered into the cavalry ſervice, 
and they could ſupport themſelves without any additional allowance, 
but there were thoſe who had not theſe means, and who were ob— 
jects of regard. There was but little to be apprehended from giv- 
ing too much to thoſe who did not want it, under this head, tor 
thoſe who had large fortunes did not long remain Subalterns. Indeed 
the Officers of Cavalry were ſubje&t to much inconvenience, to 
which thoſe of the Infantry were not expoſed. The expence of 
accoutrements, for inſtance, and if a horſe ſhould die or become 
lame, the Officer was obliged to buy another. Theſe things made 
many young men, without fortune, retire from the ſervice in dil- 
guſt, He therefore wiihed that ſome allowance ſhould be made 
to this deſcription of Oificers, and if a motion to that effect was 
not made by ſome perſons on the miniſterial fide, he ſnould carly 
in the next ſcſſion bring forward ſomething of the kind himſclt, 
This he proteſted he ſhuuld not do to excite any diſcontent in the 
ſerviee, but merely for the good of that ſervice. With regard to 
arrears, he could not help ſaying, there was a practice which he 
diſapproved of highly. If there was any, the moſt trifling inac- 
curacy in the accounts of the regiment, the whole arrears were 
ſtopt, until the whole of the accounts were gone through again. He 
was very glad to underſtand there were to be regulations in this te- 
ſpec. He lamented very much the loſs of an honourable friend of 
his (General Burgoyne) who underſtood theſe affairs extremely 
well, and who made almoſt an annual mction upon them. He 
could have wiſhed to aſk what plan His Majeſty's Miniſters had 
for brinzing this unfortunate war to a concluſion, He might al- 
lude to an expedition of great extent, which was planned in the 
Cabinet, and which was concluded with great loſs of men. This 
only appeared in the newſpapers, for Miniſters gave no account of i. 
In the courſe of any other war, inquiries would have been entered 
into, but now we were come to a ſtate of general apathy, with te- 
gard to our public affairs. He lamented theſe things moſt ſeriouſly; 
he lamented alſo, as one of the effects of that apathy of the public, 
the abſence of men of the higheſt talents. They had called over 
and over again for inquiry ; but they had called in vain. They 
were defeated in all their efforts. Vhat their eloquence could 
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not accompliſh, it would be vain in ſo inconſiderable a perſon as 
him to aim at. He therefore ſhould ſay no more upon the 
ſubject. 

The motion was them put and carried. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid, that in the next article 
he had to offer a great reduction has taken place, the reduction of 
four corps in the Weſt Indies, by which ſome extraordinary ex- 


8 pences were incurred ; and to this was to be added another reduc- 
N tion, ariſing from the diſcovery of a miſtake a few days ago, in the 
* former eſtimates, to the amount of 30,000!. He then moved, 
d that a ſum not exceeding 361,637. 17s. be granted to His Ma- 
to jeſty for foreign corps in the ſervice of Great Britain for the 
of year 1797. 

ne Mr. HUSSEY wiſhed to be informed where theſe corps were, 
de and how expences could be incurred by the reduction of corps in 
il the Weſt Indies. 

ide The SECRETARY AT WAR, in anſwer to the firſt queſtion, 
ras ſaid ſome of the foreign corps were in the Weſt Indies, and others 
ry in Portugal, whether they had been removed from Corfica. In an- 
elf, ſwer to the ſecond, he ſaid foreign corps could not be diſmiſſed 
the abruptly without an allowance for expence to bear them home, 
| to a compenſation for the ſacrifice of other proſpeRs in life, and a 
\ he temporary proviſion till they could regain employment. 

ue- The reſolution was read and agreed to. 

were One thouſand five hundred pounds were then voted to the Ve- 
He MI terinary College. 

re- Mr. HUSSEY thought this a proviſion for a private concern; 


xd of I but if it were a public one, he would conſent to it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, it affected the general intereſts of 
the public, and deſerved encouragement, even upon the principle of 
economy, as the College would prove an eventful benefit to the 
country, 

The reſolutions having been read and agreed to, were ordered to 
be reported on Monday. 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR preſented a petition from Mr. Thomas 
Macklin, of Fleet- ſtreet, for leave to preſent a petition for leave to 
bring in a bill allowing him to diſpoſe of his gallery of pictures by 
chance, in order to enable him to commence ſome other ſplendid 
works, and thereby encourage the Engliſh School of Artiſts, many 
of whom were in great calamity and diſtreſs. The reaſon he aſſigned 
for not preſenting this petition within the time preſcribed by the 

ble were, that he was not then exactly apprized of the ſtate of 
tae arts, or the extent of his own reſources. 
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Both petitions were reccived and read, and a Committee appointed 
to conſider his requeſt. 
Adjourned to Monday. 


Manday, 26th Fune. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
enable His Majeſty to make ſome allowance to Judges and other 
Officers of the Supreme Court of Judicature, in India, who mighi 
be diſabled by age or other infirmitics, from the diſcharge of their 
functions; as well as to make ſeveral other regulations relative to 
the Judicature in India. 

He ſtated, in explanation, that the Judges in India propoſed to 
adopt ſuch regulations concerning the number and appointment of 
Clerks in ſubordinate offices, as would produce a ſaving nearly ade- 
quate to the additional expence of the meaſure now propoſed. 

Leave was given to bring in a bill accordingly.— Adjourned. 


Tueſday, 27th June. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the objections to the Tum— 
pike and Toll- bar- tax Bill were of ſuch a nature as to induced him 
to give it up. He ſhould therefore bring forward, in a Committee 
of Ways and Means, on Friday, ſubſtitutes for the deficiency thus 
occaſioned. | 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt likewiſe gave notice, that he intended to 
move the Houſe to go into a Committee on the Inland- navigation 
Bill on Monday. Various objections had been made to this bill, 
but he did not think they were ſufficient to demand a total rejection 
of the meaſure. Such modifications, he was convinced, might be 
made, as would remove theſe objections. Local objeQions might 
ſtill remain, but he did not think they could be of a nature to in- 
duce the Houſe to lay aſide the meaſure. 

Mr. DENT moved, That an account of the produce of the tas 
on Certificates for killing game for the year 1796 ſhould be laid 
before the Houſe ; and of the Dog-tax, as far as the ſame could be 
made up. — Ordered. | 

In a Committee of Supply, Mr. RYDER moved, That Hs 
Majeſty ſhould be permitted to increaſe the quantity of Corn a. 
lowed to be exported for the uſe of the iſlands of Guernſey, Jer 
and Alderney, from 6000 to 10,000 quarters. Agreed to, Us 
report received, and the bill brought up and read a firſt time. 

A motion being made for the re-committing the General- 
cloſure Bill, 
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The MASTER OF THE ROLLS faid, the bill made no 


provition for enabling the guardians of minors and lunatics to de- 
fray the expence. 

Sir J. SINCLAIR and Sir W. PULTENEY contended, that 
the guardians of ſuch perſons were enabled to defray the expence, as 
the encloſure was ſuppoſed to be beneficial. 

Sir W. DOLBEN aſeribed the dearneſs of proviſions to the en- 
cloſure of lands, and therefore was not friendly to the bill. 

[r was re- committed for to-morrow. 

The order of the day for the Heuſe to go into a Committee 
of the whole Houſe, on the bill to enable Roman Catholics to hold 
commiſſions in the Supplemental Militia and Proviſional Cavalry, 
being read, 

Mr. W. SMITH moved, as an inſtrudtion to the Committee, 
that a clauſe ſhould be brought up to enable Proteſtant Diſſenters to 
hold commiſſions as above, without taking the qualification re- 
quired by the laſt act. 

Mr. DENT oppoſed the inſtruction, as there was not now time 
to go into the diſcuſſion of a queſtion of ſuch importance. 

Ihe Houſe divided: For the inſtruction, 36 ; Againſt it, 3. 

The Houſe went into the Committee, and Mr. SMITH brought 


ee up a Clauſe to the above effect. The Houſe was reſumed, and the 
us WM report ordered to be received on Friday. 

The Houſe went into a Committee on the Slave- carrying Bill. 
0 It was propoſed to fill up the blank of the clauſe, allowing a 
ion bounty on the carrying of ſlaves, when the mortality did not amount 
ll, to a certain number, wich the word four inſtead of five, the former 
tion i number. This was ſupportea by Sir W. DOLBEN, Mr. 


t be H, Mr. WILBERFORCE, &c., and oppoſed by Mr. 
ict WI ENT and Colonel GASCOIGNE. 
) in- Mr. ROSE and Sir W. PULTENEY were friendly to regula- 
tons for the com fort of ſlaves on the paſſage, but were afraid that 

» tax Wl Meanwhile the bill would be loſt. 
Jaid Upon this queſtion, whether it ſhould be four or five? five was 
1d be MR carried. | 

Mr. W. SMITH announced his intention to bring in a bill to 
enact particular alterations. 

The bill was then gone through preciſely as it ſtood formerly. 

The Houſe was reſumed, and thc report ordered to be received 
9-morrow, 

Mr. W. SMITH moved for leave to bring in a bill to regulate 
as heig u between the decks of veſſels going out in the ſlave trade, 
892 | 
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and that the Houſe reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe to-morrow. — Adjourned. 


Wedneſday,” 28th June. 


There not being more than twenty-five Members preſent at four 
o clock, the Houſe adjourned. 


Thurſday, 29th June. 


Upon the Report of the Committee to which Mr. Macklin's 
petition was referred, leave was given to bring in a bill to authorize 
him to diſpoſe of his gallery of pictures by chance. 

Mr. TIERNEY brought up the report of the Committee on 
the bill to prevent the foreſtalling and regrating of cattle ; when, 
upon the motion for the ſecond reading of the amendments, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid he would not take up much of 
the time of the Houſe in conſidering the preſent bill, as the Com- 
mittee had not endeavoured even to render it palatable. His ob- 
jections, therefore, were founded upon general principles. All the 
ideas which had given riſe to the old acts of Parliament on this ſub- 
ject were now exploded. Men had become ſufficiently enlightened 
to diſcover, that legal regulations in caſes of this nature, defeated 
the object which they were intended to promote. It was not in 
human wiſdom to enact regulations upon this ſubject. Men's own 
intereſt was the beſt rule by which trade was to be conducted. It 
was the intereſt of the one to buy as cheap, and the other to fell as 
dear as he could, and the competition to which this mutually gave 
riſe enſured the public advantage. A free trade would find its 
own level, and always enſure a proper ſupply. A foreigner had 
expreſſed great ſurprize how without any regulations the market ot 
London could be ſupplied with proviſions, and he was anſwered by 
an intelligent perſon, that it was becauſe there was no regulation, 
that the ſupply was ſo good ; and this was in reality the fact. The 
queſtion here, then, merely came to this Whether the Houſe would 
allow the intereſt of individuals ſo to operate as muſt ultimately pro- 
duce a regular and reaſonable ſupply, or by injudicious, though well- 
meant, regulations, overthrow the principles upon which the ſupply 
depended ? The jobber, who was ſo much the object of obioquy, 
was, in reality, the ſame as the drover. If the drover were to 
have the excluſive privilege of bringing up cattle to Smithfield, 
what virtue was there in him to prevent him from falling into 4 
ſame vices, if they were vices, which were imputed to the jobber * 
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Might not the ſaleſman, with the monopoly conferred on him, do 
that which was now imputed to the jobber, and from which the high 
prices were ſaid to ariſe * He was averſe to the bill, however, on 
the broad principle, that a free trade would beſt anſwer the purpoſe 
propoſed, and that all regulations were pernicious. He was con- 
vinced the bill was well intended; but as he ſaw the evils which it 
was likely to occaſion, on the grounds he had ſtated, he would 
move that the farther conſideration ſhould be put off for three 
months. 

Mr. TIERNEY complained that theſe objeRions had not been 
urged ſooner, as they might have prevented all the trouble of the 
inquiry which had taken place, becauſe the principles laid down by 
the right honourable Secretary laid all fads on the ſubject out of 
the queſtion. The bill had been greatly altered in the Committee, 
and ſcarcely one clauſe remained as it originally ſtood. He did not 
like the mode of reaſoning employed, nor did he know what pre- 
tenſion there was to new lights on the ſubject. The Houſe had 
come to a reſolution in 1764, that the high price of proviſions was 
owing to the laxneſs of the laws againſt foreſtalling. In 1767 this 
reſolution was contradicted by one directly oppoſite. In 1770 all 
the laws againſt foreſtalling had been repealed ; twenty-five years ex- 
perience intervened, and the price of meat had been found to in- 
creaſe. A Committee laſt year had decidedly pronounced the high 
price of proviſions to be owing to foreſtalling, ſo that the lights of 
the Houſe on the ſubjeRt were againſt the principle of reaſoning aſ- 
tumed by the right honourable Secretary. He wiſhed to appeal to 
facts, notwithitanding the authority of Dr. Smith, however high he 
rated him. Meat was one penny or one-penny halfpenny cheaper 
per pound ſixty miics from London than it was in the capital : and 
to what cauſe was it to be aſcribed? The cauſe was, that Smithfield 
market was a mockery, for there were places at a ſmall diſtance 
from London, which formed a kind of middle-market, where the 
ſaleſman and the jobber, or the carcaſc-butcher, in colluſion, ſettled 
the prices to the diſadvantage of the grazier and the farmer, who 
were thus deprived of competition in the market, and to the great 
diſtreſs of the public, who were thus compelled to pay, not only the 
per centage profit to the jobber, but the extortion he might alſo 
pleaſe to make. The facts, he conceived to be better than the ſpe- 
culative reaſoning of Adam Smith, whoſe arguments, however ſub- 
ſtantial they might be, the public could not feed upon. If an open 
trade were ſo neceſſary for the butchers, why was it not thought 
<qually ſo for the bakers; and how happened it that the Legiſlature 
did not ſuffer them to ſell a quartern loaf at ten pence or a ſhilling, 
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as they pleaſed, fince the market muſt ſo regularly find its level? If 


the poorer clafſes of people were to riſe in a maſs, on account of 
the high price of meat, he ſuſpected the right honourable gentle. 
man wouid then prefer the riot act to all the reaſonings of Adam 
Smith. The ſaleſman and butcher, and the clerk of the market, 
had all agrced that tgreſtalling was the ſole caufe of the dearth of 
butcher's meat; and he did not ſce how the bill could injure the 
£xagicr, ſince its object was to enable every perſon to ſend his cattle 
to Smithfield market; he withed at leaſt the bill ro paſs for a li- 
mited time, becauſe if the effects of it were not good, it could be 
caſily altered or repealed. Thiere were ſecnes of miſery among the 
poorer clatics in conſequence of the high price of meat of which 
tow gentlemen could have a conception, and he hoped they would 
reflect upon the necetiity of ime regulation. He wiſhed tor God's 
ſake, therefore, that they would not ſeout the bill, but either lend 
their afiutance to make it unobjectionable, or ſuggeſt lomethin,, bet- 
ter in its ftead, It was not cenſiſtent with humanity to get rid of 
it, by telling the poor that the market would find its level, fur they 
might as well teil them at once they were not hungry. | 
The SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, that he coincided with 
the reaſonings of his right honourable friend (Mr. Dundas), It 
was {aid that this queſtion was to be decided by tacts, not by ab- 
ſtract reaſonings. But by what other means was it to be decided 
but by rctfoning? Did not they who ſupported the bill take certain 
facts, draw concluſions from them, and thence inter that the mca- 
ſure propoſed was the remely f He could not but think that the 
opinion of Adam Smith was, in the full, as good as the opinion of 
the parties formed upon their own facts. This was a ſubject upon 
which the moſt intelligent were obliged to proceed with caution. It 
was faid that the price of- every thing had increaſcd fince the Jaws 
againſt foreſtalling were repealed, but had not every thing clic, as 
well as meat, inercaſed in price, and was it not imputable to the in- 
ereaſe of money and the more general diffuſion of wealth ? Some- 
thing more was neceflary than a number of facts; it was necefiary 
to prove that the facts warranted the concluſion. He could not ad- 
mit the parties to be better judges upon this queſtion, becauſe con- 
nected with their own profeſſion, than men who had better means 
of ſtudying the general principles applicable to it. It was rather 
whimſical in the honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney) to deny the 
reality of the new lights of the preſent age, conſidering ſome of the 
opinions he held. Theſe lights, he thought, were falte and fala- 
cious in the ſenſe that ſome underſtood them, and applicable to ge- 
neral tl. eorics alone. But here the baſis of the new light was ex- 
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pericnce. Men had formerly turned little of their attention to com- 
merciai ſubjects ; now the experience of every country had ſhewn 
the bad effects of old regulations, and proved that a free trade was 
the moiſt beneficial. The honourabl: gentleman had appealed to 
humanity, but could it be ſuppoſed that every Member in the Houſe 
was not well diſpoſed to make the condition of the poor as comfor- 
table as pottible * Would not the lowering the price of meat be 
equally beneficial to the poor, to the rich, to every claſs in the 
community? T he queſtion was, the means to be uſed. He thought 
it for the advantege of all to avoid tampering with laws on this ſub- 
ject, and therefore he was againſt the bill. It was really whimfi- 
cal to hear it ſtated that the farmer was injured by the jobbers, and 
could not get his cattle brought to market. Any one muſt have 
been led to think, that not jobbers but robbers were the perſons 
pointed at in the bill. And what was the evil under which the 
farmer laboured ? Why, nothing but this, that he was induced by 
the price offered to part with his cattle on the road, without bringing 
them to London! And this was the violence complained of. He 
was convinced that the parties bringing forward this bill meant well, 
but he thought any regulations on the ſubje& pernicious. The 
jobber facilitated and inſured the regular ſupply of the market. The 
men of capital were enabled to ſtand the different fluctuations of 
the market, which men trading with leſs capital, or each man tra- 
ding for himſelf, could not do. Theſe middle men facilitated the 
attainment of the great object, the public advantage. They were 
the intermediate wheels which in moral and phyſical machines 
communicated between the firſt and the laſt, and produced the per- 
tection of the whole. Conſidering this bill therefore, as likely 
to produce very dangerous conſequences, to render the ſupply of the 
market inſecure and irregular, he was decidedly againſt it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faic, that he could not, conſiſtently with 
his duty, give a filent vote. He had converſed with the perſons who 
ſuggeſted this meaſure, and was convinced of their good intentions, 
though he differed in opinion from them. He believed there were 
many inſtances in which the abuſes complained of exiſted, and he alſo 
believed the capitaliſts ſometimes trenched on the profits of the fair 
trader ; yet notwithſtanding, he would rather leave the evil to cor- 
rect itſelf, than endanger the regular ſupply of the market. There 
were three articles which people employed as {tock in trade, induſtry, 
ſkill, and capital ; and he that had the moſt of all would trade the 
beſt to advantage. How are you to find laws to equalize theſe ? 
Two of them, ſkill and induſtry, cannot be equalized! There is 
no Way left, then, but to exclude capital, and that would deſtroy 
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the vital principle of commerce, by taking away its ſecurity. He 
found in Dr. Smith, that there could be no prineiple of competition 
between the ſmall carcaſe butcher and the large one; and though 
they might produce more eompetition among the ſmall ones, by 
ſhutting out that line of competitors, who, on account of their ca. 
pitals, were enabled to trade to the greateſt advantage, and thereby, 
perhaps, in ſome few inſtances, produce better general effeqs ; vet 
they would, at the ſame time, trench on competition, and deprive 
the Public of its beſt and permanent refource. Inſtead of attempt- 
ing, therefore, to realize wild theorics, it appeared better to folloy 
the ordinary courſe of things, and leave trade open and unfettered ; 
for this, at leaſt, was the reſult of experience, dictated by practice, 
and atteſted by the fate of every country. Mere cheapnels he did 
not conſider to be ſo great an object as a reaſonable certainty of 
ſupply, and by the preſent mode of barter, the markets cannot fiuc- 
tuate arbitrarily and ſuddenly, as they might do by a legiſlative in- 
terference, leaving the poor to a precarious and ſometimes miſerable 
ſubſiſtence. 

Mr. VANSITTART obſcrved, that the evidence of the ſaleſ- 
men and cutting butchers was ex parte, and biaſſed by their ſeparate 
intereſts to ſhare the profits of the jobber. He attributed the high 
price of meat to a ſcarcity of cattle. 

Mr. BASTARD reminded the Houſe, that a ſtatute of Edward 
the Second was till in force to prevent foreſtalling, but that it was 
expenſive to proſecute upon it; he added, that a univerſal opinion 
was ſeldom wrong, and the opinion that foreſtalling was the cauſe of 
the high price of proviſions was univerſal. 

Mr. MAINWARING obſerved, that the Houſe was to-day fo 
much enlightened as to determine on a general principle, againſt the 
opinion of the kingdom. here had been always legiſlative regu- 
lations from the time of Edward the Sixth to George the Seccnd, 
when a Member of that Houſe, by an cloquent ſpeech, but without 
any ſolid reaſon, cut up the common law root and branch. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE recommended the eſtabliſhment of another 
market at the weſt end of the town, as the moſt practicable 
remedy. 

The Houſe then divided: For Mr. Dundas's amendment, 39; 
Againſt it, 7. Majority, 32. | 

The bill is accordingly thrown out. 

The Committee on India Finance was deferred to Thurſda 
next, —Adjourned. 
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The Houſe having reſolved itfelf into a Committee of Ways and 
Means, Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe and ſaid: — Sir, as it is my 
duty to offer to the conſideration of the Committee ſubſtitutes for 
the deficiencics that have taken place in the eſtimated product of 
the late taxes, I ſhall take the liberty of ſtating reſpectively what 
theſe taxes are on which any deficit has happened. It will in the 
firſt place be neceflary to provide a ſubſtitute for the propoſed Toll- 
duty, which, as gentlemen muſt recolleQ, was eſtimated at the ſum 
of 450,0001. That there are many ſtrung objections to this tax, 
and particularly tc the manner of collecting it, I readily admit. and 
it has therefore been given up. There is alſo another tax, not, in- 
deed, liable to ſo many and fo ſtrong objections, but the details are 
of ſo complicated a nature, that I thall not preſs it upon the Houſe 
at this late period of the ſeſſion, though I think it neceſſary at the 
ſame time to obſerve, that it is not liable to ſuch ſolid objections as 
to induce me to abſtain from taking the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it 
at ſome future period Having made theſe obſervations, it is no 
doubt clearly underſtood, that I allude to the tax on Parcels. I feel 
myſelf called on to notice the manner of an honourable gentleman 
Mr. Sheridan) oppoſite to me, who ſeemed to think that the tax to 
which I adverted was of another deſcription, and reſpected the In- 
land Navigation. I therefore, Sir, feel it my duty to ſtate, that 


- though ſome alterations and moditications, which it may have been 
of found neceſſary to introduce, may make the product of that tax 

lels, yet there exiſts no diſpoſition whatever on my part to relin- 
* quiſh it. Thoſe modifications may probably occaſion a reduction 
he in the amount, which was 1 20, oool. to about 30,0001, I there- 
* fore mean to make proviſion for that deficiency. In the tax upon 
4 Newſpapers, a diſcount has been allowed, and it has nut, from va- 


1 rious reaſons, been judged proper to perſiſt in the propoſed duty on 
Advertiſements. This will alſo occaſion a farther ſum to be pro- 
ner vided for, of 40,0001. Another tax which was approved of by the 
dle Committee, is a ſtamp duty upon Transfers of Property; and though 
tax upon Deeds may not be completely free from objection, yet it 
03 is in its principle undeniably fit for taxation; but as it & difficult 
12 o make a ſcale adequate to comprehend every caſe, I ſhall not eſti- 
mate the product, though fixed at 17 0,0001. at more than 90,0001. 
It therefore appears, that the whole deficit to be provided for 
amounts to 660,000. as follows: | 
Toll Duty - - 


L. 450,000 


Inland Navigation +» - 90,000 
5 E 
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Newſpaper Advertiſements - - 40,000 
Transfers of Propert - 80,000 


J. 660,000 

Having thus ſtated the deficit, I feel no ſmall ſatisfaction in 
being enabled to aſſure the Committee, that there are ſome taxes for 
which credit has not been fully taken, and which will therefore yield 
a conſiderable ſurplus to provide for the above deficiency. I par- 
ticularly allude to the duty upon Scotch Spirits. The Houle will 
recollect, that credit was taken for 330,000l. The average pro- 
duce was not formerly more than 5 3, oool. per annum; but ac- 
cording to the preſent rate of duty, 541. has been laid upon every 
gallon of the contents of ſtills in the Low Lands, and 9l. in every 
part of the High Lands, and 61. 10s. in another part. The 
average of the latter may conſequently be taken at 81. It is no eaſy 
matter to ſtate a juſt proportion between the High Lands and the 
Low Lands; but it is aſcertaincd that more than 8 ooo gallons 
were diſtilled in the Low Lands, and 13,000 in the High Lands 
before the preſent duty. I ſhall therefore take the number in the 
former at 8000, and in the latter at 10,000. I have no difficulty 
in aſſerting that the revenue will be carried to a yet greater extent; 
but taking it on the preſent ſcale, the total amount of this part of the 
revenue cannot be well eſtimated at leſs than 512,000l. which 
will of courſe leave a ſurplus of 18 2,0001. to be applied to the de- 
ficit which is now to be provided for. 

I come now, Sir, to the conſideration of new duties, and I muſt 
obſerve, that one impoſition will fall on thoſe who would have been 
ſubject to the payment of the Toll-tax. I mean to propoſe a duty 
of 5s. to be laid on all Horſes, now ſubject to the payment of 28, 
and employed in the purpoſes of agriculture. The product of this 
impoſition may be ſtated at the ſum of 150,000. ; and here | 
think it neceſſary to obſerve, that I will not ſubject the farmers or 
proprietors of ſuch Horſes to more than if the Toll-duty had taken 
place, and they had paid toll for a Horſe only twelve times during 
the year. | 

The next article is 5 per cent. additional on thoſe articles of the 
Cuſtoms on which no ſpecial duty is now impoſed. Sugar, Wine, 
Tea, Tobacco, Eaſt-India Goods, and ſome other articles, are ex- 
cepted. The product of this additional duty on the importation of 
Pepper, I ſhall take at 1 5, oool., and that on the exportation of 
Coals, at 14, oool. 

There is another article on which I ſhall not ſay much, as I find 
it has been already anticipated. I mean that of Watches and 

A 
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Clocks, which I conceive to be fit ſubjects for taxation, as they 
clearly are articles both of convenience and luxury. I propoſe, 
therefore, that 108. ſhall be paid by all perſons wearing Gold 
Watches, and 2s. 6d. by thoſe wearing Silver or Metal Watches. 
The ſum of 58. I cannot imagine too much for every Clock, except 
that kind of clock which is generally uſed in cottages, and which is 
to be particularly deſcribed. There may certainly be ſome difficulty 
in collecting this tax; but there muſt be a great willingneſs in 
many perſons, and there cannot be a conſiderable unwillingneſs in 
general, to pay ſo ſmall a ſum. It is intended that a liſt ſhould be 
returned to the proper office, ſtating the number of clocks in every 
houſe. In eſtimating the amount of this duty, J have regulated my 
opinion by the number of houſes in the kingdom, which certainly 
appears to be the faireſt and moſt accurate ſtandard of calculation. 
Taking, therefore, the number of houſes at 7 00,000, it can hardly 
be ſuppoſed but there is more than one watch in every family, in 
moſt inſtances many perſons will be found in the ſame houſe wear- 
ing watches ; but I have confined my eſtimate within every poſſible 
limit, and I have ſuppoſed no more than 800,000 perſons through- 
out the kingdom, who, rated at 2s. 6d. each tor filver or metal 


watches, will give a ſum of 100,0001l.—200,000 more wearing 
: gold watches, will, at 1os. each alſo, produce 100,000l.; and as 
\ | calculate 3 or 400,000 houſes that are provided each with one 
; clock, the amount of this part of the duty may he ſtated at 

100,000], The total product will therefore be 300, oool.; yet 


L only take credit for 200, oool. for the purpoſe of avoiding any 
N future deficiency, 


y Surplus on Scotch Spirits - L. 182,000 
55 Horſes employed in Agriculture 150, ooo 
- — + | 76” oye 
| Coals - — — 14,000 
1 Watches and Clocks - 200, ooo 
an Having thus ſtated to the Committee the principal ſubſtitutes 
ng which are to provide for the deficit of 660,0001., I ſhall, therefore, 


conclude with moving the firſt reſolution. 

Mr. SHERIDAN aid, it did not often fall to his lot to oppoſe 
taxes, nor did it often happen that taxes were retracted after they 
had been ſubmitted. He regretted the want of previous conſidera- 
tion in theſe perſons whoſe duty it was to conſider the taxes they in- 
tended to propoſe in every ſhape before they propoſed them, much 
inconvenience and diſappointment would by ſuch attention and con- 
lideration be avoided. When the tax upon Turnpikes was origi- 
nally propoſed, he mentioned his belief that it was both impolitic 
5 E 2 
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and improper, and adviſed the right honourable gentleman to de- 
liberate upon it. Now it appeared that his opinions were correct, 
and he ſincerely wiſhed his advice had been taken, becauſe it was a 
dreadful thing at fo late a period of the ſeſſion, and at a time, too, 
when the Houſe was ſo thinly attended, to abandon taxes to the 
amount of 660, oool. and be obliged to ſeek out ſubſtitutes. He 
wiſhed the right honourable gentleman would follow the practice of 
his predeceſſors, and conſider taxes well before he propoſed them. 
But inſtead of that, the right honourable gentleman reverſed the uſual 
order of things, for he propoſed them firſt, and then began to take 
them into his conſideration. The conſequence of this mode of pro- 
ceeding was, that he calculated the product of his levies at an erro- 
neous rate, or was afterwards obliged to abandon the taxes he pro- 
poſed. Such, it ſeemed, had been the caſe with the tax upon Turn- 
pikes ; and as he had no doubt but the right honourable gentleman 
had perſevered in his former ſyſtem, he did not ſce what better rea- 
ſon he had to ſuppoſe theſe ſubſtitutes would be leſs objectionable in 
their nature, or as productive as they were eſtimated, than thoſe 
which he had abandoned, or thoſe in which there was a defalcation. 
He thought the right honourable gentleman had taken up the tax on 
Horſes, employed in agriculture in particular, too haſtily, and that 2 
duty upon them was unjuſt. The right honourable gentleman had 
faid, that with the additional duty he propoſed to levy, the horſes 
employed in agriculture would not pay more than they would have 
paid, if the tax upon Tolls and Turnpikes had not been abandoned. 
Now he underſtood, that the very reaſon why the tax on Tolls and 
Turnpikes was abandoned, was, becauſe it would preſs heavily on 
agriculture. If that were the caſe, he thought it a peculiar hardſhip 
upon farmers, and the other perſons employed in agricultural im- 
provements, that horſes kept for pomp or pleaſure ſhould be now ex- 
empted, and the whole of the burden fall on thoſe for whom it was 
pretended the other tax had been abandoned. When the duty of 
28. was originally propoſed upon every horſe employed in agricul- 
ture, he thought it bad, and objected to the principle, inaſmuch as 
it led the way to future levies upon articles, which, inſtead of re- 

ceiving any check, deſerved encouragement. 

The right honourable gentleman, however, then ſaid, that the 
duty was ſo low, it ſcarcely could be called a check, and there was 
a great improbability of its increaſing. Notwithſtanding that de- 
elaration, it now appeared his objection to the principle 8 
founded upon reaſon, for the right honourable gentleman had nov 
turned the duty of 28. to five, next year perhaps he would turn it 
from five to ten, and in a few years more, if he ' ſhould be ſtil 
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obliged to impoſe. new taxes and abandon them afterwards, he. 
would probably increaſe it from ten to twenty, and finally, raiſe a 
tax upon the ſeeds put into the earth. Any thing which tended to 
diſcourage agriculture was, in his opinion, the worſt meaſure that 
could be adopted, and this was preciſely of that deſcription. Be- 
ſides, this was not a time for farmers to raiſe the price of their com- 
modities by way of compenſation, when they were but juſt recover- 
ing from the effects of unproductive corps, and other peculiar diſ- 
treſſes. He ſhould, therefore, oppoſe that reſolution, and take the 
ſenſe of the Committee upon it. In regard to the inereaſed pro- 
duce of the Scotch Diſtilleries, he was not poſſeſſed of any certain 
information. It was poſſible the duty upon Stills might produce 
more than the right honourable gentleman had ſtated formerly, and 
it was alſo poſſible they might produce leſs. With regard to the 
five per cent. duty upon Cuſtoms, it appeared to him fo far objee- 
tionable, as it would injure both the ſale and the revenue, upon 
certain articles not able to bear a general increaſe of duty in that 
way. To the tax propoſed on Clocks and Watches he had no ob- 
jection, except to the difficulty of collecting it, the uncertainty of 
its amount, and the encouragement it offered to a contemptible ſet 
of ſpies and informers. The difficulty of colleQing it muſt be 
obvious to every man, for he could not fee by what means the pro- 
prietor of a houſe would be able to aſcertain the number of watches 
in it, ſince a watch was not worn in an oſtentatious manner, like 
powder, and a man could not always vouch whether his houſekeeper 
wore a watch or no, though he might be able to notify whether ſhe 
commonly wore powder. Having ſaid thus much againſt the taxes 
propoſed, it might be aſked, whether he could recommend any in - 
their room? If he could not, he believed there was an honoura- 
ble gentleman near him (Mr. Dent) who might poſlibly ſuggeſt one 
la laugh]. However, he would venture to try, and in the firſt 
place he begged leave to inquire whether a tax upon Parks and 
Pleaſure Grounds, Pineries, Hot-houſes, Green-houſes, Ice-houſes, 
and Shrubberies, might not be practicable and productive? Theſe 
were articles of luxury, and fince it was the practice of gentlemen 
of late to ſell their veniſon, they might in fome degree be able, like 
ther tradeſmen, to reimburſe themſelves by an additional charge 
upon it. The next tax he ſhould venture to ſuggeſt might in truth 
be called a fair and neceffary regulation. This was a ſtamp duty 
upon Weights and Meaſures, but particularly on ſuch as Bottles 
and other Meaſures liable to fraud. He concluded by ſaying, he 
ſhould divide the Committee upon the reſolution for impoſing an 
ditional duty upon Horſes employed in Agriculture, 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the honourable gentleman 
had charged him with the perverſity of impoſing this tax upon 
Horſes by way of modification for a tax which he had abandoned, 
upon thoſe very people for whoſe ſake he had abandoned that duty, 
Now, that was not the principle nor the excluſive motive which in- 
duced him to abandon the duty on turnpikes, but his motive for 
abandoning it was, becauſe he found the tax on Tolls would not 
bear equally in every part of the kinkdom, nor on the different 
ſpecies of perſons liable to pay it. He found alſo that there would 
be a difficulty in making any exceptions, and a difficulty of enforce. 
ing it without exceptions. He had, therefore, endeavoured to ſub- 
ſtituted another tax, which was likely to be more equal in its opera- 
tion, and one argument which he had uſed to recommend it, but 
which unfortunately appeared to have been miſunderſtood, was, that 
thoſe perſons who were connected with agriculture, and were in 
the habit of paſſing turnpikes with their horſes, would, in paſſing 
one turnpike no more than twelve times in a year, if the duty had 
been doubled, have paid a heavier tax than this. The other tax, 
therefore, on account of its inequality of preſſure, was not fair. 
This was fair in itſelf and it was only in part that it ſeemed to ad 
as a ſubſtitute for the other, which would have preſſed on the ſame 
people more. The duty upon cuſtoms was not levied in an indif- 
criminate manner, inaſmuch as ſuch articles were excepted which 
already contributed largely to the revenue, and the reaſon why the 
duty on Scotch Spirits would amount to more than what he formerly 
computed, was, that a part of the duty was not then impoſed. He 
would not fit down without returning thanks to the honourable gen- 
tleman for his communications; but he feared the honourable gen- 
tleman's own charge would revert upon himſelf, for he had propoſed 
taxes firſt, and left them to be taken into conſideration afterwards. 
The taxes he had pointed out were not of new conjeQure, or pecu- 
liar to the honourable gentleman ; for in the habit as he was of re- 
.ceiving a multiplicity of ſuggeſtions of this nature, there were none 
which had been oftener ſubmitted, and by a greater variety of per- 
ſons, than that on Parks and Pleaſure grounds. He certainly had 
no objection to tax them, eſpecially as they were luxuries peculiar to 
the rich, and proper objects of taxation; but unfortunately the bo- 
nourable gentleman had conducted himſelf preciſely in the ſame 
manner with thoſe other perſons who had ſuggeſted the fame tax, 
for he had not eſtimated the product; he had not ſhewn how it 
was to be enforced, how applied, nor how collected. For his on 
part, he confeſſed himſelf perfectly at a loſs to know in what way it 
was to be carried into execution. He neither knew what number 
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of acres to compute at, how to ſeparate the acres cultivated for agri- 
culture from thoſe cultivated for pleaſure, what extent of ſhrubbery 
to take, or to decide upon the length of the walk. In ſhort, there 
was ſuch an endleſs variety of boundary and arrangement, as created 
inſuperable difficulties, otherwiſe he ſhould be very glad to raiſe a 
tax upon them; and as the ſpirit of improvement appeared likely 
to pervade the country, there would be the cheerful proſpect that the 
revenue would increaſe rather than diminiſh. Weights and Mea- 
ſures are liable to the ſame objections. He truſted he need not then 
go into the detail, but it muſt be clear to every one, that no duty re- 
quired to be more minutely examined before it paſſed into a law. 

ir. SHERIDAN explained, and ſtated that Bottles might eaſily 
be ſtamped, as the blower of anv glaſs-houſe would inform the right 
honourable gentleman that nothing was more eaſy than to guage and 
ſtamp a bottle. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE did not think the additional duty upon horſes 
employed in Agriculture would be productive, but it would be a 
good regulation, inaſmuch as it would tend to induce a more general 
uſe of oxen. 

Mr. BURDON obſerved, that landed property kept its value, 
when the value of other property ſunk, and intimated the propriety 
of making the preſent land-tax redeemable by the proprietors of 
lands, and afterwards inſtituting another on a more cqual icale. 

Mr. BIDDULPH oppoſed the reſolution as impolitic, when 
farmers were not in a ſituation to raiſe the price of their commodi- 
ties, and their leaſes were made out without any regard to the perpe- 
tual increaſe of taxes. 


Mr. DENT, though he had tcen called another · Chancellor of 


the Exchequer when he propoſed the Dog tax, was glad to find his 


example followed by others, and hoped their propoſitions would be 


as effectual. 

The Houſe then divided: For the reſolution, 8 3; Againſt it, 8. 
Majority, 7 5. 

The other reſolutions were then read and carried, and the report 
ordered to be brough up on Monday—Adjourned to Monday, 


Monday, 3d Fuly. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved that the Houſe ſhould reſolve it- 
ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the Inland Navigation 
Duty bill. He faid it was by no means his intention to do more at 
preſent than juſt to propoſe that the order of the day ſhould take 
Place, in order that ſome alterations might be made, and then he 


4 


PDE UI” — 
= 


3 — 
* * » 


b 


a = CES 6 2 = | 
— —— * ˖ 


* a _ —— * . 7 
RR $6 b * > 
— IR" S T2: 
= —— 1 —— „rr 
- os - — — —— 2 


= 
4 
4 
4 
| 


768 PARLIAMENTARY 


ſhould move that the bill be printed for the conſideration of gentle. 
men ; and he ſhould hope that on Thurſday or Friday next the bill 
might be re-confiderd. 1 | 

On the queſtion that the Speaker do leave the chair, 

Mr. KEENE expreſſed his reluctance at being obliged to oppoſe 
any propoſition brought forward with an intention of increaſing the 
revenue of the Country, the ſupport of which was, in every man's 
knowledge, ſo important and eſſential to the intereſts and welfare of 
the State. He could not, however, but be of opinion, that the pre- 
ſent meaſure was more likely to diminiſh the revenue than to aid and 
aſſiſt it. He thought its tendency went, in a very great degree, to 
decreaſe population and to injure manufuctures, and that ir was 
a deadly blow to the ſpirit of enterprize. By the preſent bill the 
country would be under the neceſlity of giving up a great deal indi. 
realy, by way of gaining but very little directly. The bill did not 
appear to him to be capable of any alterations or modifications which 
could remove the variety of objections he had to it, and therefore, he 
ſhould oppoſe the Speaker's leaving the chair, and ſtill entertained 
hopes that the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him would, 
on farther conſideration, be induced to give up the bill altogether. 

Mr. DENT aſſured the Houſe that he had taken every poſſible 


[ CoMmoxs, 


method to gain information reſpecting the effects of this bill, and 


the reſult of his endeavours was a thorough conviction in his own 
mind that the meaſure was at preſent not only unjuſt in principle, 
but totally impracticable. The right honourable gentleman had 
ſaid a good deal about modifications. He ſhould oe glad if any 
modifications could be made in reſpe& to the exemption of coal, 
lime ſtone, and every deſcription of manure. Property in Canals, 
was extremely fluctuating in its value; and he was at a loſs to 
gueſs upon what grounds the Chancellor of the Exchequer had been 
able to form any certain and correct eſtimate how far it could be 
made productive. If he went upon the produce of Canals in ge- 
neral, it could not fail of being wrong and deceptive, as ſome of 
them did not clear above one or two per cent. whilſt others again 
cleared thirty or upwards. Neither would a calculation of the pro- 
duce of any particular Canal, for one year, be leſs uncertain, for : 
that very year perhaps, the proprietors might be liable to very cr 
and unforeſeen as well as unavoidable expences, by the breaking 0 
banks and conſequent repairing of the fame. Added to this, there 
was to be taken in the loſs occaſioned by the ſtoppage of the = 
gation during a great part of the year. On the other _ ” 
profits in a proſperous year might keep equal pace with the * e 
the other. He objeRed particularly to the day mentioned by 
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night honourable gentleman for the recommitment of the bill, as be- 
being infinitely too ſhort a time. It was well known that delegates 
had been appointed from all parts of the kingdom, by the proprie- 
tors of canals. Theſe delegates met every day, and were extremely 
aſſiduous in obtaining every degree of information, and giving the 
ſubjet every inveſtigation in their power. He was himſelf the 
Chairman of a Committee of Delegates, and he could affure the 
Houſe, that from every conſideration they had been able to give the 
ſubject, the bill in its operation and effects, would be ſuch as he 
deſcribed it. It was impoſſible, he ſaid, that in ſo ſhort a time, 
their conſtituents could, after receiving the printed bill, have time 
to tranſmit their inſtructions ; or ſuggeſt any alterations or modifi- 
cations to their delegates. He inſiſted alſo that this bill was con- 
trary to the firſt principles of taxation, and a breach of the faith 
of Parliament to thoſe who had become proprietors in canal ſhares, 
Befides the withdrawing the tax on Turnpikes, and continuing that 
on Inland Navigation, would be not only highly injurious to ca- 
nals, but partial and unfair, by deſtroying that competition which 
had taken place between land and water carriage, as it would not 
fail to give a decided advantage to the land carriage. He farther 
faid, that by multiplying the number of horſes, this tax would ope- 
nte as a ſevere oppreſſion upon the country. There were at pre- 
ſent about two millions of horſes employed in this kingdom, each of 
which conſumed about three tons of hay and eighty buſhels of oats, 
ſo that it required one third of the produce of the land to ſupport the 
horſe's which were uſed. Whatever, then, tended to diminiſh the 
number of horſes was an advantage to the country. Canals were 
attended with this advantage, fince a horſe could draw thirty times 
as much upon water as he could do upon land. But if canals were 
diſeouraged, as would manifeſtly be the caſe if this bill were paſſed, 
the number of horſes would increaſe, and conſequently more of the 
land of this country be alienated from the ſupport of the people. 
He wiſhed much to know upon what grounds the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had formed his eſtimate of the produce of the tax ; for, 
take it whatever way he would, he never could bring the produce 
to amount to any thing like this eſtimate. Upon theſe grounds he 
oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the chair. It gave him pain to op- 
poſe any tax which had for its object the improvement of the re- 
venue, but he was convinced that the preſent would have a directly 
<oMtrary tendency, If the Houſe ſhould now go into a Committee 
on the bill, he hoped that more time would be given for conſidering . 
it than the right honourable gentleman mentioned, as it was highly 
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upon it: beſides that, many gentlemen who would have oppoſed it, 


had gone out of town, on the ſuppoſition that the Chancellor of tlie l 
Exchequer had abandone'! the tax. He was aware that it was late . 
in the ſeſſion, and he withed much that it had been brought forward | 
earlier, but he was not of opinion that the delay had taken place in , 
| confequence of its being an obnoxious tax, though ſuch reports were 
43 abroad 
1 Sir W. PULTENEY had no _ ohjeftim to the Houſe going X 
| into a Committee to alter ſome of the elauſes of the bil, but he " 
| | wiſhed to know hen an opportunity would be given for debatinę 
| the principle of it. Ile thought tle principle a very bad cone, ax r 
| dad as that of the Turnpike bill. He did not know what wa , 
worſe. 
The SPEAKER aid that the Houſe would have an opportunity 8 
of diſcuſſing the principle of the bill, either upon the report, if they th 
now wept into a Committee, or upon the queition of ls leaving the * 
chair, if it inould afterwards be propoſed to re commilt it. T 
Mr. Chancellor PLL I withed that the Houſe would not deny : 
themſelves this opportunity cf altering the bill in a Committee. It 1K 
was his with that the report ſuould be icecised on this right, that * 
the bill ſhould be ordered to be printed, and that the Houle ſhould * 
appoint ſome day not more diſtant than Monday for its re-comn.it- * 
ment. As they wuuld then have an opportunity of diſcuſung it 5 
fully, it would not be expected that he ſhould debate it now. * 
Mr. HUSSEY offered ſome reafons for the Speaker's not leaving Fa 
the chair. The right honourable gentleman Lad abandoned the tax cn 17 
land carriage, and he could ſce no reafun for bis pertiſting in the * 
tax on the chCapet and more commudicus conveyance by Vac. 7 
Canals leſſened the number of horſes, and made proviſions cheapet mw 
; to the poor; and by taxing that mode of conveyance he would pro- * 
4 duce the contrary of theſe effects. He thought it would be eafy 5 
$I to find a ſubſtitute for the preſent tax. For thirty years paſt be he 
4 had been of opinion that a tax upon pleaſure-grounds would be 4 
4 good one. He recommended it to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 4 
mn on the preſent occation. He 
4} Mr. Chancellor PITT did not differ in opinion with Mr. \ 
# Huſſey, that water-carriage was a cheap and commodious mode of An 
1 conveyance. But ic was preciſely becauſe it was cheap and com- _ 
+ modious that he propoſed a tax upon it, not ſuch a tax as would dif "> 
> courage water-carriage or the making of canals, but ſuch a tax 5 to 0 
f | without being burthenſome to the individual, from being fo c. mot, 
pi | tenſively diffuſed, would be productive to the public. He agreed ] 
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alſo with the honourable gentleman that a tax upon Pleaſure- grounds 
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would be a good one ; and as the honourable gentleman had had it 
in contemplation for twenty years, he would be obliged to him if 
he would diſeloſe any practical mode of apportioning it, for none as 
yet had ever occurred or been ſuggeſted to lim. 

Mr. HUSSEY ſuggeſted the plan of meaſurement. 

Mr. WIGLFY oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the chair, becauſe 
the principle of the bill was ſo bad that no modification could mend 
it. It would be partial in its operation, and in the inland part of 
the country it would tend to increaſe the price of all the neceſſaries 
of life to an exorbitant height. At all events he hoped, that the 
re commitment of the bill would be deferred till ſuch time as 
Members had an opportunity of learning the ſenſe of their cenfti- 
tuents upon it. 

Sir W. PULTENEY aſked, whether any man believed that 
thoſe who were engaged in canals did not pay as high a toll already 
as they could afford to pay confittently with their own intereſt ? 
The lower articles in puint of value paid the moſt for carriage by 
way of canals. Why was the charge of carriage by canals fo cheap? 
It was not from the kindneſs or generony of thoſe who received 
the toll, but becauſe, if the charge was higher, they would not have 


the goods to carry. The idea that the duty was to come out of 


the pockets of the proprictors of the goods to be carried was erro- 
neous. It could not come out of their pockets. It was impoſſible 
to throw this new duty on the conſumer, as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ſaid it would. Indeed, the Miniſter was very much 
miſſed in this bufineſs. He thought that many canals produced a 
prodigious profit. That was a miſtake. 
them that produced above five per cent. and a great many of them 
leſs. That was a reaſon why they ſhould not all be taxed as was 
now propoſed. He thought the principle of this meaſure erroneous ; 
and therefore he ſhould oppoſe the motion for the Speaker's leaving 
the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, it was his intention to make an 
exception in favour of ſuch canals as did not produce five per cent. 
He was ſtill of opinion that the tax would fall on the conſumer, 

Mr. PARKER COKE faid, he ſhould have voted againſt this 
meaſure if it was not to be modified, ſo that thoſe canals which did 
not produce five per cent. ſhould have an exception in their favour; 
but as that exception was to be allowed, and as he did not object 
to the general principle of the meaſure, he ſhould ſupport the 
motion, 

The Houſe divided: For the motion, 45; Againſt it, 14. 
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The Houſe then went into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
upon the bill, went through it, the report was received imnedi- 
ately, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That it be 
taken into farther conſideration this day ſe'nnight. 

Mr. WIGLEY thought that day too early to receive any anſwer 
from his conſtituents ; many gentlemen were in the ſame fituation 
as himſelf with reſpect to time. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought there would be great inconveni- 
ence to the Public, and to the individual Members of that Houſe, 
from any farther delay of this buſineſs. 

Mr. DENT thought that Monday was much too near a day for 
the diſcuſſion of this buſineſs. It would be impoſſible to reccive 
by that time any anſwer from many parts of the country dceply in- 
tereſted in the meaſure. This was a ſubject brought into the Houſe 
ſeven months ago; innumerable letters liad, to his knowledge, been 
written to the Miniſter upon it. He now had made up his mind, 
and would allow only a week for the whole country to be acquainted 
with, and expreſs an opinion upon that determination. He muſt 
ſay that this proceeding was unfair and uncandid in the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. It was impoſſible for the Members of the Houſe 
to do juſtice to their contticucnts in this very {i:ort time that was pro- 
poſed to be allowed to them. 

Mr. BAKER obſerved, that Monday was a day on which it was 
impoſſible for him, and he believed for many others, to attend the 
Houſe, on account of the Quarter Seſſions. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT IT ſaid, he was extremely ſorry for the per- 
ſonal inconvenience of any gentleman; but the inconvenience on 
the other ſide would be much greater if any farther delay were to 
take place. 

The queſtion was then put for the farther conſideration of this 
report this day fe 'nnight. 

Sir W. PULTENEY moved an amendment—inſtcad of this 
day ſe'nnight, "Tueſday fe'nnight. 


Divinon— For the Amendment, 14; T Original Mo- 
tion, 28 

Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the Cominittee of 
Ways and Means. 


The reſolutions being read, 

Mr. WIGLEY ſaid, that, advanced as the ſeſſion was, he 
ſhould to-morrow move for a call of the Houſe on this Cay 
ſe'nnight.- 

Sir JOHN SI: LAIR aid, that the tax upon inland navigæ 
tion was a very Cbjectionable one. He ſuggeſted, to ſupply i 
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place, that there might be an annual duty of one guinea on every 
gold watch. 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that ſuch a propoſition could only be 
made in a Committee. | 

The reſolutions were then read a ſecond time and agreed to, and 
bills were ordered to be brought in upon them. 

Sir W DOLBEN brought up a biil-to regulate the height be- 
tween decks of veſſels employcd in the cenveyance of flaves from 
the coaſt of Africa. Reud a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 
ſecond time to-morrow, | 

The Waſte-land Ineloſure Bill, by agreement of parties, paſted 
the Committee of the whole Houſe, and the report was ordered to be 
received to-morrow 

The other orders of the day were deferred, —Adjourned. 


Tueſday, 4th Fuly. 


On the ſecond reading of Manning's Small-note Bill, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was impoſſible for him to be 
lent in a caſe like the preſent, which went to alter a general law 
in favour of an individual, and in prejudice of others. He could 
not agree to any particular law for affixing a ſtamp upon an inſtru- 


18 ment, after the tranſaction had been litigated and determined in a 
" court of juſtice. 

Mr. WIGLEY ſupported the bill, and was proceeding to take 
F- tne ſenſe of the Houſe upon it; but the bill was deferred for three 
"Nt months, without a diviſion. 


The Houſe, in a Committee on the India-Judicature bill, heard 
Counſel on behalf of the Court of Directors againſt that part of the 
bill by which Judges in India, who ſhould retire or be recalled after 
having been in office five years, were to be entitled to a penſion for 
lite, Counſel was alſo heard in favour of the bill, 

Mr. DUNDAS ſpoke in favour of the bill, and of the clauſe 
alluded to. It was, he ſaid, no more than juſt that perſons who 
had given up all their purſuits and proſpects in their own country, 
and went to ſettle in an unhealthy climate, ſhould have a proviſion 
made for them after they were rendered incapable of exerciſing their 
office, from cauſes which did not exiſt at home. 

Mr. METCALF oppoſed the bill, and ſtated that the Judges 
in India enjoyed at preſent ſuch immenſe ſalaries, that it would be 
in their power to make ample fortunes before they retired, which 
advantage he conſidered ſufficient to preclude the neceſſity of a pen- 
ion. He was then about to divide the Houſe on the clauſe in queſ- 
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tion, but defiſted from his intention, and the bi!l went through the n 

Committee. — Adjourned. 7 

0 

Wedneſday, 5th July. c 

| No debate. * 
ati 

l | Thur;jday, 6: July. p! 
f | Mr. Chancellor PITT acquainted the Houſe, That he had a ha 
- meſſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by His Nlajeſty; It 
l | and he preſcnted the ſame to the Houſe ; and it was read by Mr. of 
\ | SPEAKER; and is as followeth, viz. th, 
M GEORGE R. the 
= e . : Ct 
As the fate of Pupirc bufinef may foon enubie lis Majeſty to put an wh 

end ts the preſent jejjum, His Minjegjty thinks it prefer to recommend it "x 

to the Fl;uſe of Commons to confider of making proviſion ts enable 5 


His Majeſty ts defray ſuch extraordinary expences, and ts take juch 
meaſures as the exigency of affairs may require: aud in particular ti 
afford ſome pecuniary alſiſtance, if the circumſtances ſhould appear t1 
His Majeſty to require it, ts bis ally ive Queen if Portugal, fir the 
defence of her deminians againſt any attack from the comma enen. 


Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved, that His Majeſty's meſſage be 
taken into conſideration in a Committee of Supply to-morrow. 
Ordered. | 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt gave notice, that in the Committee of 
Ways and Means to-morrow, he would move for a new tax to ſup- 
ply the deficiency occaFoned ty the Inland-navigation tax, which he 
meant to abandon for this year. The objections, however, though 
they were ſo ſtrong as to induce him to abandon it for the preſent 
ſeſſion, did not appear to him inſuperable, infomuch, that if it was 
found neceſſary to impoſe farther taxes in another year, he was of 
opinion that this would be a fair ſource of revenue. 

Mr. BRODERICK brought up the report from the Com- 
mittee on the ſtate of the Eaſt- India Judicature ; and the report 
being read, 

Major MET CALF objected to the reſolution relative to the ſa- 
lary and penſion of the Judges. The ſtated ſalary of the Chick 
Juſtice was now 8000]. a year, but, in fact, he received to the 
annual amount of 90641., which was more than double the ſalary 
of the Chief of the Common Pleas. Parliament, in providing, th 
ample falary, had very wiſely taken into conſideration both the fe- 
ſpectabilit) which he ought to maintain while abroad, and his future 
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maintenance after he retired. If a Chief Juſtice ſpent 60,000 
rupees while in Tudia, or 6o00c!., he would be enabled to lay by 
out of his falary 2anually 30,000 rupees, or 3Zoool., which in the 
courſe of twelve years, reckoning compound intereſt, would amount 
to the ſum of 8 1, 0 l. As the falary, therefore, was ſo ample 
already, he objected to its being increaled, and (ould oppoule the 
preſent rclolution. | | | 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that the honourable gentleman 
had made a calculation without attending to the circumſtances of 
his cate. He had made no allowance for the ſupport of that part 
of his family which might require a ſeparate eſtabliſhment, or for 
the education of his children winch might remain behind him ; on 
the contrary, he ſuppoſed that a perſon appointed to the office of 
Chief Juitice was to carry all tis family along wit! him to India, 
which did not happen in one out of ten caſes. Beſides, even when 
he and his family had got to T:dia, it was ſuppoſed that he was to 
live to the age of MNethuſalem, with the economy of a Jew, and in 
the profciion of an Uſurer, laying out every penny that he could 
{pare at compound intereſt. His own opinion was, that it was 
highly becoming the Legiſlature to put the Chief Juſtice of India 
on ſomething like a proportional footing with theſe around him. 
The Governor General had a falary of 25, oool., a Puiſne Judge 
had 6,0001., and a Counſellor had 10,000. a year; and he ſaw 
no reaſon why the Chief juſtice ought not to be approximated, in 
point of income to thoſe about him. He was the more ſurprized 
to hear any objection againſt ſuch a ſtep upon the preſent cccafion 
from thoſe who were ſo anxious to provide liberally for thoſe in the 
military department. Here it was a thing invariably underſtood, 
that when a Judge retired from his lituation, ſome proviſion ſhould 
be made for him by the Public ! and why ought not an India Judge 
to have a ſimilar provition after retiring from the duty of an uſeful 
and laborious life; the more ſo as the cxpence would not fall upon 
the Public, but was to be defrayed by retrenchments on other parts 
oi the Judicial Eſtabiiſhment : - 

Major METCALF explained; and the Houſe divided on the 
reſolution, which was carried. 


Friday, 7th Fuly. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT, in the Committee of Supply, moved,” 
that His Majeſty's meſſage might be read; which being done, he 
ſaid, that he ſhould not trouble the Houſe more than to Nate, that in 
compliance with the purport of the meſſage he had to propoſe, that 
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the Committee would agree to the granting of the ſum of 500,000). 
for whatever extraordinaries might accrue in the courſe of the pre. 
ſent year. Out of this, he ſaid, it might be neceſſary to afford ſome 
pecuniary afliſtance to our ally the Queen of Portugal, in caſe the 
war ſhould unfortunately continue. He was not competent, at that 
time, to ſay how far that aſſiſtance would extend, but he was conf. 
dent it would not go beyond the ſum of 200,0001.. He was con- 
vinced the Houſe would be of the ſame opinion with himſelf, that 
it was neceſſary to preſerve the independence of ſo valuable an ally, 
and that the advance was not more than was requiſite, and what 
good policy required. There were ſome other objects to which the 
vote of credit applied; one was, to prevent ſeveral foreign corps, 
amongſt which was the Prince of Conde's, now employed in the 
Weſt Indies, from being made a permanent expence. There were 
alſo ſome gratuities which His Majeſty had it in contemplation to 
beſtow on ſome other corps. Theſe were the chief of the exi- 
gencies which were to be provided for by the vote of credit of 
5oo, oool., which, he doubted not, would appear very reaſonable 
and proper to every Member of the Committee. The reſolution 
was agreed to. 

The Houſe reſumed ; the report brought up, and ordered to be 
received on Monday. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he ſhould then repeat what he 
had mentioned the evening before with regard to the tax on Ioland 
Navigation, which was, that though he had determined not to preſs 
it after the great oppoſition that had been made to it at ſo late a pe- 
riod of the ſeſſion, yet he by no means was of opinion that it would 
not be a very proper object of future taxation, in caſe the ſituation of 
the country ſhould require taxes hereafter to be laid on to any con- 
fiderable amount ; and thercfore he begged to be underſtood, that 
notwithſtanding he had abandoned it at preſent, he had not alto- 


gether relinquiſhed it. Having, however, given it up for the pre- 


ſent, he now roſe, in order to propoſe other taxes by way of ſubſti- 
tute, In doing this, he had endeavoured to ſelect ſuch taxes as 


"ſhould preſs leaſt upon the lower orders of the people. The firſt 


tax he ſhould propoſe was, an additional tax on Male Servants, and 
in this he had avoided any addition to the burdens of thoſe who on 


keep one ſervant. He propoſed, that on every Male Servant above 


one an additional duty ſhould attach of 10s. each; on thoſe who 
keep three, and not more than four, 15s. cach ; and one pound on 
every one above that number. This tax, he ſaid, would amount, 
according to eſtimate, to 34, oool. The next tax he had to offer 
to the conſideration of the Committee was, an additional one on 
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Pleaſure Horſrs, in which he had alſo avoided touching thoſe who 
kept no more than one. The addition he meant to impoſe was 58. 
on all Horſes kept for pleaſure above one, which he eſtimated to 
amount to 24, oool. Theſe two ſums, taken together, amounted 
; to near 60,0001. ; and he ſaid, that 20 per cent. on the whole of 
the taxes on Horſes for Agriculture, which he had not mentioned 
| before, would amount to Zo, oool., which was, altogether, the 
90,0001. he had eſtimated the tax on Inland Navigation to pro- 
duce. Theſe were the taxes he propoſed as ſubſtitutes for the one 
| he had given up, and he made no doubt they would be deemed as 
proper as any which could now be deviſed, both by the Committee 
and the Public. 
The reſolutions were read and agreed to. 
. The Houſe being reſumed, the report was brought up, and or- 
ö dered to be receĩved to-morrow. | | 1 
, The ATTORNEY GENERAL rofe, in purſuance of the Þ 
f notice he had given yeſterday, to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
G prevent the adminiſtering of illegal oaths. He ſaid, the common 
1 law already affixed a confiderable puniſhment on this offence ; and 
when it was conſidered how much this horrid practice had lately 


: prevailed, to the great injury of the Government and the Country, | 
he thought it his duty to endeavour to point out to deluded men 55 
. what the nature of the crime, and che puniſhment attached to it, 
i were, by introducing a ſtatute expreſsly for that purpoſe. The I 
5 practice had certainly prevailed to a very alarming degree of late, 0 if 
and he fearcely knew how to expreſs his feelings at the attempts of 1 
4 thoſe evil-minded perſons, who by ſuch means endeavoured to ſub- IJ 
if vert the conſtituted authorities of the country. Thoſe feelings LY 1 
1 would be eaſier conceived than deſcribed. It certainly could not : 9 
t too ſoon be put an end to. He concluded by making his motion to 9 { i 
. the above purport. ä 1 
Mr. HUSSEY deſired the learned gentleman would inform him 4 F 
- what the crime was at preſent by the common law. | | 4 
s The ATTORNEY GENERAL anſwered, that it was a miſ- | 
| demeanor, | 
d Mr. NICHOLLS faid, he did not ſee any. neceſſity for the act, 
y unleſs it was intended, thereby, to inflict a puniſhment beyond 
e what the common law preſcribed. 
0 Mr. Chancellor PIT T faw the ſubject in a very different light 
N from the honourable gentleman who had juſt ſat down. He dif- 
t fered ſomewhat alſo from his honourable and learned friend. He 
er Was deſirous to make known to the Public not only what the law 
n Was, but the puniſhment alſo. It was abſolutely neceſſary to ſub- 
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due that intolerable and deſtructi ve ſpirit of di ſaffection which had, 
in too many inſtances, thewa itſelf. This was brought to its full 
growth by means of oaths ſecretly adminiltercd for the purpoſe of 
fraternizing againſt the intereſts of the State. This practice was 
one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt effective engines of treaſon, was uſed 
to deſtroy the liberties of the country, to villify our holy religion, 
and to overthrow our invaluable Conſtitution. 
The motion was agreed to, and the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral, with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to bring in the bill. 


Monday, 16th July. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, Mr. 
HOBART in the chair, and the Eſtimates, preſented by Mr. Roſe 
laſt Friday, of propoſed allowances to the Volunteer Yeomanry Ca- 
valry, were referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſtated, that whatever might be the event 
of the pending negotiation, he thought the country ought not to 
part with ſo eſſential a corps as the Yeomanry Cavalry, at leaſt not 
till a conſiderable time after the reſtoration of peace; and next 
ſeſſion, therefore, it was his intention to ſubmit ſome ſyſtematic ar- 

rangements to the conſideration of Parliament, in order to render it 
a permanent national defence, like the Militia, According to his 
preſent idea of the matter, however, the whole body, in a time of 
peace, would not be called out above once in four years, which 
would conſequently ſubje& the country to a very ſmall and incon- 
ſiderable expence, while it would provide a very important, honour- 
able, and conſtitutional defence againſt any ſudden internal or ex- 
ternal danger. Upon the eſtimates he had made, he did not think 
it neceſſary to provide more than 31. per man, which, computing 
the number of men at 10,000, would amount only to 30,0001. 
He hoped, however, that inſtead of this loyal and uſeful body of men 
remaining at that number, they would next year be increaſed ; and 
he had every reaſon to expect that would be the caſe, from the ge- 
neral ſpirit of patriotiſm and bravery which pervaded the king- 
doms. Nor would any man have reaſon to complain either of the 
mode or the expence of protecting the country by ſuch corps, ſince 
the mode was recognized in that highly and deſervedly-commended 
. precedent the Militia, and the expence muſt eventually prove itſelf 
to be founded on the ſoundeſt principle of public economy, as well as 
public ſafety. If he were aſked from what fund he meant to pro- 
vide the payment of this eſtabliſhment, he ſhould reply, that he had 


not yet decided upon that point, nor ſhould he preſume to deliver 
| 1 
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any fin?1 opinion without conſulting Parliament; but according to 
his preſent idea, the moſt eligible mode appeared to be that of pay- 
ing each diviſion out of the land- tax of their reſpective counties, in 
the ſame manner as the Militia are now paid. Having ſaid thus 
much concerning what might be the effect of his intentions in future, 
he now came to the conſideration of the proviſion neceffary for the 
maintenance of this corps to the cloſe of the year ; and as he com- 
puted the number at 10,000 men, all liable to be called out on any 
emergency, and nearly in a ſtate of aQual ſervice, he ſhould allow 
the average ſum, and propoſe that a ſum not exceeding 30,0001. be 
granted to His Majeſty for the clothing and accoutrements of the 
Volunteer Cavalry to the end of the preſent year. 

Aﬀer a few obſervations from General TARLETON, Mr. 
JOLLIFFE, Mr. BURDON, and Mr. Chancellor PITT in 
reply, the reſolution was read and agreed to, and ordered to be re- 
ported to-morrow. 


Tueſday, 11th Fuly. 


The SPEAKER ſtated, that it was with extreme concern and 
regret that he had to call the attention of the Houſe to a letter which 
he had this day received from an honourable and learned gentleman 
(Mr. Hatſell). He then proceeded to read the letter — The Speaker 


ſaid, he hoped the Houſe would excuſe him from reading that part 
which was partial to himſelf: 


SIR, Tueſday 11th July, 1797. 

Havine had the honour of attending at the table of the Houſe of 
Commons for above thirty-ſeven years, I am deſirous, with the leave of 
the Houſe, to retire from any farther execution of the duties of my office; 
and, with their permiſſion, to appoint, as my deputy, John Ley, Eſquire, 
whoſe experience and accurate information, in every part of the buſineſs 
of that office, have long been univerſally acknowledged, 

[ cannot leave this ſituation, without taking the liberty of expreſſing to 
you, Sir, and to every individual Member of the Houſe, the grateful kale 

always entertain of the very favourable manner in which my ſervices 

have at all times been accepted, 
, 10 you, Sir, I am particularly indebted for the repeated marks of atten- 
uon and friendſhip, which I have uniformly received, ever ſince you were 
Placed in that ſtation, which you fill with ſo much honour to yourſelf, and 
ith ſo much ad vantage to the public. 


Jam, Sir, with 2 reſpect, 
al 


Your moſt faithful and obedient ſervant, 
J. HATSELL, 
1 The Right Honourable 
e Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
&c, &c, &c. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that in juſtice to the honourable 
and learned gentleman whoſe letter had been read, be thought it 
ought to be entered on the journals of the Houſe, accompanicd with 
a diſtin vote, expreſſive of the ſenſe of the Houſe on the merit 
of the ſervices of that gentleman. The Houſe collectivelv, and 
the public, ſuſtained a loſs, and each individual in the Houſe muſt 
regret the event of that gentleman's retirement; and he was awarg 
that the Houſe would with great readineſs bear teſtimony to the pub- 
lic ſervices of that worthy officer of the Houſe. He theretore 
moved, © That the Speaker be requeſted to acquaint Mr. Hatſcl, 
** that the Houſe entertains a juſt and high ſenſe of the diftin- 
e guiſhed and exemplary manner in which he has uniformly il. 
** charged the duties of his ſituation, during his long attendance in 
© the ſervice of the Houſe.” 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS ſeconded the motion, whicl 
was carried nem. cen. 

The SPEAKER then ſaid, that the experience and abilities of 
the learned gentleman whom Mr. Hatſcii had nominated, and ei 
whom the Houſe would, no doubt, approve, as the deputy, were the 
beſt pledges for the reparation which the Houſe and public had ſuſ- 
tained by the loſs of Mr. Hatfelt's ſervices. ; 

Mr. Ley's appointment was then approved. 

Mr. ROSE moved the order of the day upon the Clocks and 
Watches duty bill, which was, that the bill ſhould be committed 
to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

The order being read, he moved, that the Speaker do now leave 
the chair. 

Mr. WIEBERFORCE BIRD %aid, he underſtood that this bil 
would give a ſpecies of inquiſitorial power to the collectors of the 
tax. He at firſt thought that the tax upon Gold Watches was 3 
good one, but upon converſing with perſons better informed than 
himſelf upon the ſubject, his opinion had altered. He now under- 
ſtood that a duty of eight ſhillings per ounce had been lately laid on 


gold. That few watches are made of leſs than two ounces ; tht. 


price, therefore, of every gold watch muſt be ſixteen ſhillings higher 
and when there came to be added to that ten ſhillings, he appre 
hended that great diſcouragement would be thrown in the way af 
th- trade, He objected alſo to the tax on the inferior watches 
and ſtated that ſeveral thouſand manufacturers at Birmingham and 
other places were already out of employment in- conſequence of this 
pill, for it affected not only watchmakers, but, by leſſening the ſale 
of watches, affected alſo a prodigious number of perſons who 


Lien cuntiantly employed in making ftecl chains and various oth 
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trinkets, ſo that trade in general was likely to be materially injured, 
if this meaſure were adopted. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE diſapproved of the tax alſo, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT defended the general principle of the tax, 
as a tax upon luxury. There was no inquiſitorial power given by 
ir, Houſekeepers were to return the anſwers which their domeſ- 
tics give to them, but were not reſponſible for the truth or falſehood 
of the returns. With reſpe& to the tax having a bad effect on the 
trade, by diminiſhing materials for the ſale of watches, he conſidered 
that as begging the queſtion. It was in his contemplation to allow 
thoſe who exported watches to make them up of gold inferior to the 
preſent ſtandard, and that appeared to him to be the moſt important 
point in the way of trade. 

General TARLETON faid, he was inſtructed by a very confi- 
derable body of his conſtituents to oppoſe this tax, and he ſhould 
obey their directions as a Member of Parliament, by voting againſt 
the bill. 

The Houſe divided: For the queſtion, 42; Againſt it, 7. 

The Houſe then went into a Committee, and proceeded in the 
bill. On reading the clauſe that exempts His Majeſty and the Royal 
Family from the payment of the duty, 

Mr. BOUVERIE faid, he thought it very hard indeed that 


the Royal Family ſhould be deprived of the pleaſure of paying 
this tax. 


Mr. JOHN PITT faid, that His Majeſty was exempted * | 


law of the land from paying any tax in perſon. 

Mr. BOUVERIE faid, he knew that it was an improper thing 
for His Majeſty's name to appear in any tax bill whatever, The 
conſtant practice was that His Majeſty ſhould be exempt from direct 
taxes. But he hoped the time would come when His Majeſty would 
contribute, and contribute very largely, to the relief of the finances 
of this country. But he ſaw no reaſon for exempting the Royal 
Family from the payment of this tax, and therefore he ſhould op- 
poſe this exemption. 

Diviſion — For exempting the Royal Family, 35: Againſt it, 7. 
Majority, 28. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T propoſed a clauſe to exempt from the 
operations of the bill all the houſes occupied and kept a any branch 
of the Royal Family, or foreign Ambaſſadors. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE aid, that this clauſe was ſo abſurd a one that he 
could not conceive how a man of the ſenſe of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer could propoſe it. To exempt all the ſervants of the 
Rhal Family was a thing againſt every principle of juice. It was 


782 PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmoxs; 


well known that they now paid no turnpikes. But this exemption 
was intolerable ; the groom of the chamber, and all the otticers of 
ſtate, who derived ſuch large emoluments from their places, would 
be excuſed the payment of a tax on watches; a thing as abſurd as 
it was unjuſt ; and he was ſure the Miniſter could not think of per- 
fiſting in it after reffecting upon it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the ſtatement of the honourahle 
gentleman was fo abſurd that he ſhould be ſorry if he had propoſed 
any thing like it. The exemption was made in order that no part 
of the Royal Family ſhould be called upon to make a return accord- 
ing to the proviſions of this bill, and without that return it would 
be impoſſible to lay on the tax at all. The great officers of Rate, 
although they were the King's ſervants, would not be exempted from 
this tax, becauſe they did not live in the Houſes of any of the Royal 
family; they lived in houſes of their own. This exemption would 
only extend to menial ſervants of the Royal Family. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE faid, that this was really the moſt extraordinary 
thing he ever heard of in his life. There was as much ſenſe in 
the idea of exempting the ſervants of every man in the kingdom, as 
in exempting the ſervants of the Royal Family. What pretence 
was there in exempting from the payment of duty for wearing a 
watch, the ſervants of the Prince of Wales, the Duke of York, the 
Duke of Clarcnce, the Duke of Glauceſter, and every one branch 
who kept a houſehold ? The Miniſter might as well ſay, that they 
ſhould not pay any duty upon the leather of their ſhoes, or the linen 
of their ſhirts, as to ſay that they ſhould not pay this tax, which the 
ſervants of other perſons were called upon to pay. He was ſure 
the Miniſter would not perfiſt in ſuch a manifeſt abſurdity, as well 
as monſtrous injuſtice. As to the difficulty of calling on any one of the 
Royal Family to make a return of perſons who wore watches, that 
was eaſily got over. Let the Steward of the Houſehold be directed 
to make the return, and the difficulty was at an end ; for his part 
he ſaw this in ſuch a point of view, that he would divide the Houſe 

n it a hundred times, if that was neceſſary to prevent it. 

The queſtion was then put upon the clauſe— 

Mr. JOLLIFFE faid, he ſhould be obliged to the Miniſter if 
he would give him an anſwer upon this: What difficulty was there 
in directing the Steward of the Houſehold to make the return? 

Diviſion — For the exemption, 34 ; Againſt it, g. 

'The Committee then went through the bill, and the report was 
ordered to be received to-morrow, 
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Wedneſday, 1 2th July. 


The SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that, in obedience to 
their commands, he had communicated to Mr. Hatſell the reſolution 
of yeſterday ; and that he had been deſired by Mr. Hatſell to offer 
to the Houſe his dutiful acknowledgements, and to expreſs his grate- 
ful ſenſe of the honour they had been pleaſed to confer on him, by 
their unanimous approbation of his conduct: and alſo farther re- 
queſting, that the Houſe would appoint Mr. Dyſon to the place of 


alſiſtant clerk. The Houſe gave its approbation to the appointment, 
and Mr. Dyſon took his ſeat at the table. 


Thurſday, 13th July. 
No debate, 


Friday, 14th July. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved the order of the day, which 
was, that the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to conſider of the ſtate of the finances of India. The 
order being read, and the various documents laid before the Houſe 
upon the ſubject being referred to the Committee, 

Mr. Secretary Dundas moved that the Speaker do now leave 
the chair. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that although the ſubject, which 
was now before the Committee, was of an extenſive nature, yet he 
flattered himſelf that he ſhould then take up but little of the time 
of the Committee in explaining it. On former occaſions he had 
been under the neceſſity of employing a conſiderable portion of time 
on account of the imperfection of the accounts of ſome of the ſettle- 
ments. He had no defects of that kind to complain of now. The 
Xcounts to which he had to call the attention of the Committee, 
were made out to the lateſt period to which they could be made up, 
anc he had followed the fame plan as he had adopted for years, as 
ras related to the ſtatement of accounts. He then explained the 


deneral nature of the accounts as they laid upon the table. He 


aid he ſhould not have occaſion to detail them as he had done on 
former occaſions, he ſhould chiefly refer to the reſult of theſe ac- 
aunts. He ſhould leave other gentlemen to make what obſerva- 
dans they thought fit, and to propoſe to put queſtions upon the ſub- 


Jet in what ſhape they ſhould think proper. He then recited the 
blowing | 
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ABSTRACT OF STATEMENTS RELATIVE TO THE AF. 
' FAIRS OF THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 1797. 


BENGAL, 
Revenves—Average Revenue 1793-4 to 1795-6 


More than average laſt year 


Eſtimated for 179 5-6 
Actual amount 


More than the eſtimate 


Crnarcres—Fftimated for 1795-6 
Actual amount 


More than the eſtimate 
Deducting the exceſs of the revenue from the exceſs of 


charge, the actual amount of net revenue is leſs than 


eſtimated — cond fo 27 
And the net revenue of this year is wins * 
ESTIMATES, 1796-7. 
Revienves—Eſtimated to amount to Es quins 
Cuarnces=—Dinto ditto a — * 
Net revenue 


Revenues eſtimated more than actual amount 1795-6 
Charges ditto ditto | 


The net revenue eſtimated for 1796-7 is leſs than the 
preceding year — _ — 


MADRAS. 

Reventes—Average 1793-4 to 1795-6 cannot properly be 
ſtated as at Bengal, on account of ſome receipts inci- 
dental only to particular years, and other circumſtances. 
On forming the average of the more permanent articles 
of revenue of the three years preceding 1795-6, it ap- 
pw that the revenues of laſt year have exceeded the 

average, to the amount of — 


* 


Rxvix v Were eſtimated for 1795-6 at 
and actually amounted to 


Being leſs than the eſtimate 


Caancrs—Were.eſtimated for 1795-6 to amount to 
The actual amount was 


— — — 


Being more than the eſtimate 


Le feel. 
5,834,690 


60,477 


— 
5.63 | 5278 
5,694,104 


3.508, 823 
3,036,944 


- 128,121 


65,205 


2,057,259 


6,710, 11 
3,733,860 


— — — 


7,976,651 


16,317 
96,915 


- 80,599 


I 37,976 
——— 
2,024,030 
I „894, 304 
—_— 

I 29,740 
— 
1,844,787 
2,1 237579 
— 

27 8,792 
—— 


St 


— 
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Adding the exceſs of charge to the deficiency of re- J. /ert. 
venue, the actual account is worſe than tlic eſtimate 408,518 


ESTIMATES, 1796-7. 


Revexves—Eftimated to amount to —— — 2,159,402 
CARE Ditto ditto — — — 2, 05, 225 
Eſtimated net revenue 154.177 

BOMBAY, 4 
Reviexues—Average 1793-4 to 1795-6 * 2 046057 
More than average ſtated laſt year 13,680 
Revenues for 1795-6 eſtimated at — — 26% 776 
Actually amounted to — _ — 277,596 
More than eſtimated 7,820 
Cars Charges of 1795-6 eſtimated at — — 718,901 
Actually amounted to — _ — 732,876 
More than eſtimated 13,976 

DeduRing exceſs of revenue from the exceſs of charge, | 
the actual net revenue is leſs than the eſtimated — 6,155 
ESTIMATES, 1796-7. 

Revexnves—Eſtimated to amount to — — 284,959 
CAGE Ditto ditto _ _ _ 777.973 


Net exceſs of charge as eſtimated 493,014 


Which is more than the net exceſs of charges actually 
incurred in 1795-6 _ — ns 379733 


|S or — — 


BRNCOOLEN and o'71rzs SETTLEMENTS. 


Revenues of Fort Marlbro' on average of three years, 


1793-4 to 1795-6 — — — 1 
Charges ditto — — — 78.835 
SUPPLIES rxoM BENGAL To FORT MARLBRO'. 
Pinang, &c. eſtimated for 1995-6 —— — 81,780 
The actual amount was —. —— — 104,154 


Being more than eſtimated 
Supplies eſtimated for 1796.) — — — 


Var. II. 5 H 


22,3744 
90, 364 
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GENERAL VIEW. 
9 RESULT or THE YEAR 1795-6 COLLECTIVELY, 


Rivexues—Bengal - — — — 5,694,194 
Madras — — — 1,894, 303 
Bombay — — _ 277,397 
7,866,094 
Cnuanrers—Bengal — — 3,636,944 
Madras — — 2,123,579 
Bombay — — 732,876 


— 6, 493, 309 


Net revenues of the three Preſidencies — 1,372,695 


14 Deduct 
1 Supplies to Bencoolen, &c. — — 104,154 
The remainder 1,268,541 
DeduR further, 


— on the debts, 

ngal — — — 350, 851 
Madras — — — — 
Bombay — — — 45,905 


Net ſupplies from the territorial revenues 853,791 
Add 
Amount ſales of imports, certificates, &c. 453,605 


Amount applicable to the purchaſe of inveſt- 
ments, payment of commercial charges, æc. 1, 307, 305 
Application of the preceding ſum, 
At Bengal, inveſtment, including 
Charges w— | — = 9.892 


Madras — — — 669,765 
Bombay — — 258,250 
Bencoolen— — 13,443 

2,401,005 


Exceeds amount applicable from revenues, &c. as above 1,093,009 


Cargoes invoiced to Europe in 1795-6 — 1,954˙153 


—— 


GENERAL VIEW. 
RESULT OF ESTIMATES 1796-7, COLLECTIVELY» 


— 


8,1 544873 


Total intereſt - +« 414,770. 


Am 


Ame 
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Caarces—Bengal — — 3.733, 8 59 
Madras —— — 2,005, 225 
— At Cv —_— 
Net revenues of the three Preſidencies _ 
Deduct 
Supplies to Bencoolen, &c. — — 
Eſtimated ſurplus from the revenues — — 
Dedu& further 
Intereſt on the debts — — — 
) 
8 Net eſtimated ſurplus from the territorial revenues 
Add 
Eſtimated amount ſales of imports and certificates 
4 
_ Amount eſtimated to be applicable in 1796-7 to the 
p purchaſe of inveſtments, payment of commercial 
charges, &c. — = 
Exceeds actual ſum in 1795-6 — 276,6121, 
DEBTS IN INDIA. 
| Amount ſtated laſt year — — — — 
50 Amount this year — — — — — 
gt Increaſe — — — — 
505 Debts transferred in the year — — — 
DEBTS BEARING INTEREST, 
Amount laſt year — — — — — — 
Amount this year — — — — — 
Increaſe of debt bearing intereſt — —— 
Amount of intereſt payable by accounts of laſt year — 
Amount of intereſt payable this year — — 
Increaſe of intereſt payable annually — 
ASSETS IN INDIA. 
Conſiſting of caſh, goods, &c. laſt year __— 9; 
Ditto by the preſent ſtatements — — 
Inereaſe of aſſets — — — 
11 . . 
a Deducting the increaſe of aſſets from the above increaſe of 
4959 debts, the Company's property in India is leſs by — 


„ 
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6,517,057 


— 


1,637,815 
90, 364 


1.547451 
419,344 


1,128,107 


455.901 


——ä—F—4äö z — ene 


1,5 84, oo8 


5,328,868 
5,590,142 


| 


261,274 


400,252 
419,344 


— —— — 


19,092 


ans 
F 
8 — 
WRC 
— - = - — 2 — 


8,867,266 


8,958,609 
91,403 


240,944 
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HOME ACCOUNTS 


Sales laſt year exceeded preceding more than a million—not 
expected to be ſo large this—exceeded eftimate, notwith- 
ſtanding immenſe ſale of private trade and Dutch goods, 
which was halt a million more than average of the three 
preceding years, and exceeded the laſt year in the ſame 
amount, 


Aggregate amount of ſales was — _ 8,252,309 
Exceeded laſt year 153,814]. 

Sales of Company's gocds eſtimated at _— 6,088,300 

Actually amounted to _ — 6,153,310 

More then eſtimated — 65,010 

Receipts on ſales of Company's goods eſtimated at = 6, 406, 300 

he actual receipt was — _ 6,370,077 

Leſs than eſtimated — — 36,223 

Charges and profit on private trade eſtimated at — 148,006 

Actually amounted to — 138,957 

Leſs than eſtimate — — _ 9,043 


GENERAL RESULT, 


Balance expected to remain at the end of the year — 213, 848 
Actual balance after diſcharging a loan from Pank, and re- 
ceiving in payment for goods upwards of bc0,000!. in 
Company's bonds — — 333,307 


Better than eſtimate — —— 214,959 


ESTIMATE, 1797-8. 


Receipt for ſales of Company's goods eſtimated at — 6, 555,116 
Receipt on private trade goods only a balance of laſt ſale. — 
No eſtimate can be made of this article. 


RESULT, 


That after paying the inſtallments on the loan to the public, 
deriving the aid cf increaſe of capital in one million, the 
deficiercy on the 1ſt of March, 1798, is expected to 


amount to — 1,836, 320 
DEBTS AT HOME. 

In March, 1796, were —— — — 7,414.70 

In March, 1797, were —— — — 1J.91⁰,59 

Increaſe, 9 — — 441759 


Occaſioned principally by bills of exchange and freight and 
demutrrage, debt on ſale of goods under the act greater 
ſome other articles diminiſhed, 


1 


N 


joLy 14.] DEBATES. 739 


ASSETS, 
At home and afloat on the iſt of March, 1796 — 12,024,312 
Ditto — on the iſt of March, 1797 — 12,476,813 
Increaſe, woo — — 452,501 
Deducting increaſe of debt from increaſe of aſſets, 
{tate of affairs at home in 1797 appears better — 160, 742 
CHINA AND ST. HELENA. 
Balance laſt year in favour of the Company —— 581,174 
Ditto this year ditto — — — 337,713 
Leſs this year — —— 243,401 
GENERAL COMPARISON or DEBTS AND ASSETS, 
Increaſe of debts in India — os 5 332,347 
Ditto ditto at home —— — — 441,759 
Inc reaſe of dehts — — — 774,10 
Increaſe of aſſets in India — — 91,403 
Ditto ditto at home — — 452,501 
3434904 
Deduct 
Balance at China and St. Helena leſs — 243,401 
Net increaſe of aſſets — — — 300, 443 
Leaves the inc reaſe of debts _ — 473,063 


By a compariſon of acconnts preſented this year, with eſtimate on 
which the arrangement of 1793 was formed, the eſtimated ſurplus 


of 1796-7 is Le 1,584,008 
Which exceeds the eſtimate of 1793 by _ 10,431 
Eſtimate Actual Actual amount 

Feb. 1793. 1795-0. 1795-6 worſe 

than eſtimate, 


Revenues —Bengal, 
Madras, and Bombay 6,963,62 5 7,866,094 more 902, 469 
CARS of ditto 5,188,125 6,493,399 more 1, 305, 274 


Revenues more 1,77 5,500 1,372,695 leſs = o 402,805 


SuPPL1rs from 


Bengal to Bencooken go, ooo 104,154 more 54,154 
INTEREST on debts 561,923 414,750 leſs 147,173 


m—_ 4 1,923 $518,904 leſs than eſtimate 93,019 


Net revenues 1,163,577 853,791 leſs than eſtimate 309,786 


ECEIPTS from 
ſales and certificates 3 50,000 453,605 more - 103,bog 


Surplus - . 1,513,577 1, 309, 396 leſs than eſtimate 206,18r 


— — — —y—ö mä 


— 


. fuſion. 
pany's debts amounted to four millions beyond their aſſets. 


790 


SALES an» RECEIPTS. Eſtimate 
RECEIPTS. 1793 
Goods fold —— 4,988,300 
Charges and profit on private 
IE | —— — = 70,000 
Alms-houſes at Popla — — 
Intereſt on annuities 127,687 
Loan from the Bank — 
Perſons returned from India 
Chinſura cauſe — 
On iflue of bonds — — 
5 185,987 
PAYMENTS, — — 
Cuſtoms on com. goods 633,850 
Freight — — 90, 670 
Export of goods and ſtores 1,017,000 
ills of exchange and bullion 644,580 
harges on merchandize 375,000 
Intereſt on bonds and ſtock $28,000 
Ditto on annuities — 89,773 
Indigo contraftors — ———— 
Purchaſe of teas — — — 
Ditto of rice — 
India debt —— — — 
Bonds paid off — — — 
Ditto paid in at the ſales —— 
Seamen for Government — — 
Buyers of tea returned — — 
Compenſation to Captains 
To Bank for loan on bonds 
To Government account of 
troops, &c. —— — 
Ditto firſt pay ment of loan — - —- 
3,978,873 
Surplus receipts 1,207,114 
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Exceſs of payments 


Actual 
1796-7 


6,370,077 
138,957 


2,413 
36,220 


250,000 . 


10,000 
$9,143 
452,100 


— ———————— 


7,316,916 


981,245 
1,423,853 
1,301,205 

855,095 

841,231 

675,278 

1,999 
17.778 
12,443 

556,775 

1,250 

602,600 

17, 00 
125 

4,300 

400,000 


100, 000 
200,000 
7-992 ,767 


— ̃—ñ—— — 


675,851 


[ComMmMons, 


more 2,130,929 


more 4, ol 3,594 


— — 


Net exceſs of payments 1, 882,965 


After he had gone through the whole of the above calculations, 
he begged leave to call the attention of the Committee to a general 
ſtatement of the proſperous condition of the affairs of the Company. 
In 1783, when the ſpirit of party was high, there was much con- 


In 1786, when ſome arrangement was made, the Com- 


Since 


that time they had increaſed their capital 3, 7 40,0001. but againſt 


that increaſe was to he ſet the ſum of 3,3 30,0001. the expence of 


"the war with Tippoo, and the capture of the French and Dutch 


ſettlements. In 1796, therefore, it would be found that te al- 


* o 
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fairs of the Company were eleven millions better than they were in 


1786, and that their aſſets now exceeded their debts fix millions. 
Much had been ſaid of the injuſtice done to the Company by an 
order from the Commiſſioners for the management of the affairs in 
India to pay 1, 200, oool. to the creditors of the Nabob of Arcot. 
Such a meaſure he contended to be an act of juſtice. The revenues 
of the Nabob had been appropriated to the defraying of the ex- 
pences of the war, and therefore it would be monſtrous to expect 
that he ſhould in that ſituation be forced to pay the intereſt of his 
debts. He had only to ſay if the Commiſſioners had given any 
other order than what they did, they would have been guilty of 
plunder and robbery of the treaſury of the Nabob. The Company 
might incur ſome loſs, but they ſhould incur many more ſuch loſſes 
before he would concur in any one native Prince of India being in- 
jured by thoſe from whom he was intitled to protection. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas then moved his firſt reſolution, founded | 


upon the above ſtatements. 
The report was ordered to be received to-morrow. 


Saturday, 15th Juh. 
No debate. 


Monday, 17th July. 


Upon the order of the day being read, for the Houſe to reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee to conſider of the bill enabling His Majeſty 
to call Parliament together within fourteen days, 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T was deſirous that this bill ſhould go be- 
fore a Committee of the whole Houſe without delay, as he had 
mentioned on a former occaſion ; and therefore he moved, That 
the Speaker do now leave the chair. 

Mr. WIGLEY obſerved, that it appeared to him there was no 
particular neceſſity for this bill at this moment, and that he ſaw no 
reaſon to preſs the Houſe upon it at ſo late a period of the ſeſſion, 
when it was difficult to form a Houſe. Indeed it appeared a little 
odd that the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould move that this 
bill ſhould be read a firſt and ſecond time in one day, which implied 
haſte ; and again, that he ſhould move to have it printed, which 
implied leiſure. He did not wiſh to impede the other buſineſs of 
the Houſe, and that was the reaſon why he deſired that this bill 
ſhould be poſtponed until after the other buſineſs was gone through ; 
had he oppoſed it then, and there had not been in the Houſe a ſuffi 
cient number to conſtitute a Houſe, the diviſion muſt have OCCa- 
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fioned an adjournment. He did not know why this bill was now 
introduced. It gave to Miniſters the power of calling Parliament 
together after a prorogation within ſourteen days, in all caſes in 
which they might think proper. That they ſhould be ſo called ty. 
gether in caſe of rebellion or invaſion, or imminent danger of inva- 
fion, was right; but to give this power to the Miniſter to be exer- 
eiſed at his will and pleaſure, did not appear to hin to be prudent ; 
and even it it was thought that, conſidering all circurattanccs, ſuch 
a meaſure ought to pals, yet he though the matter much too im- 
portant to pals in fo very late a period of the ſeſſion, and in fo very 
thin a Houſe. Had he known that ſuch a matter as this was to be 
brought forward, he ſhould not the other day have given up his mo- | 
tion for a call of the Houſe. He objected therefore to the Speaker's 

leaving the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT was ſurprized at the oppoſition that was 
offered to this bill; it could not be on any ground of conſtitutional f 
jealouſy of the Houſe againſt the Executive Government, for it only 
gave a power of calling Parliament together, not of doing any thing 
without the advice of Parliament. He thought, that according to 
modern improvements in travelling, and the celcrity of all commu- 


nication from one part of this country to the other, fourteen days I 
gave notice ſufficient for the meeting of Parliament; no more time 
was ever allowed to enforce a call of the Houſe, and he ſaw no rea- t] 
fon why more ſhould be given in this caſe. He confeſſed that he 
thought the Executive Government ought to have this power to call th 
for the aid of the other branches of the Legiſlature : he did not U 
conſider it as a power that ought to be exerciſed only in caſe of re- m 
bellion or invaſion ; but he confeſſed freely he thought it ought to be tie 
made matter of general regulation, and ſtill more ſo under the pre- ee 
ſent circumſtances, for many and very important events might hap- dr 
pen, in which the Executive Government would want the aid of m 
the two Houſes. One of two things muſt be done, and the Houſe an 
would judge which of them would be the moſt convenient; either me 
to give this power to the Crown, or clſe be ſubject to the inconve- tle 
nience of continuing the ſeſſion from time to time by ſhort adjourn- to 
ments; that was to ſay, not to put an end to the ſeſſion at all. For Pa 
theſe reaſons he hoped there would be no farther oppoſition to if 
this bill. ſpe 
Sir W. PULTENEY aid, that if-this bill was to be conſidered ſho 
us a general meaſure, he very much indecd doubted the propriety of no 
it. As a temporary meaſurc, he ſhould have nothing to ſay againſt = 
d 


it, becauſe the circumſtances of the times might make it neceflary- 
But as a general meaſure he muſt oppoſe it, for there might be caſe 
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in which the power the Miniſter would have by this bill, might be 
extremely dangerous. He did not like the idea of the whole Par- 
liament being called at the will of a Miniſter in fourteen days, in 
any caſe which he might think fit to call them together from diſtant 
parts of the country, to hear what he had to ſay to them. He 
had ſo much objection to this bill that he muſt divide the Houſe 
upon it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as the honourable Baronet was 
ready to aſſent to this as a temporary meaſure, although he objected 
to it as a parmanent one, that appearcd to him to be an argument 
for going into the Committee. But he would declare freely that 
he ſhould perſiſt in calling upon the Houſe to make this a permanent 
meaſure, becauſe he was convinced of its neceſſity. 

Strangers were then ordered to withdraw; but as there was not 
a ſufficient number of Members in the Houſe, there was no divi- 
ſion, but an immediate adjournment. 


Tueſday, 18th July. 


The order of the day was moved, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf 
into a Committee on the bill for enabling His Majeſty to ſummon 
Parliament at fourteen days notice; and the queſtion being put, that 
the Spcaker do leave the chair. 

Sir W. PULTENEY ſaid, he had a great many objections to 
the bill, the object of which would be much better anſwered, if the 
Houſe was kept fitting conſtantly in time of war, with ſhort adjourn- 
ments. He would aſk any gentleman, whether fourteen days no- 
tice was ſufficient to call the Members of that Houſe together? It 
certainly was not. Gentlemen did not come there to act like 
drudges, nor to be conſidered as a military corps, which, at the com- 
mand of a General or a Colonel, was to come upon the parade at 
an hour's notice. That never had been the intention of Parlia- 
ment; but, on the contrary, it had always been underſtood by gen- 
temen's anceſtors, that they were to have a ſufficient time to attend 
to their own affairs, excluſive of that which they ſpent in attending 
Parliament, for which duty they did not come to be paid. At leaſt, 
if Parliament was to be called tovether on a ſhort notice, it had been 
ſpecified and laid down by their anceſtors, that ſufficient reaſons 
ſhould be given to ſhew that ſuch a ſtep was neceſſary. Henecforth 


no gentleman could go abroad for ever. ſo ſhort a time, while he 


continued under this military command. Another objection he 
had to the bill was that; of its having originated in the Houſe of 
Vol. II. y s 5 1 
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Lords. It was not fit that ſuch a meaſure ſhould come from the 
ariſtocracy of the Country. The Lords certainly had a right to 
introduce any bill, except a tax bill; but in point of decency and 
decorum, the preſent bill ſhould not have come from them. [t 
was alſo contrary to decorum that the bill had been brought forward 
at ſo late a period of the ſeſſion. In the laſt place, he objected : 
the bill on account of its being made perpetual, which had never 
been the caſe with any bill of equal importance. When the mili. 
tia bill was firſt paſt, it was only temporary. Mr. Grenville's bill 
for ſettling controverted elections was the ſame ; and the preſent 
ſhould be temporary alſo. No man eould ſee what its con- 
ſequences might be, and he would therefore give it his hearty 

oppoſition. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that he had often heard it 
ſaid that nothing was ſo unfair as a metaphor. The honourable 
Baronet took it into his head that the preſent bill would ſubject 
Parliament to martial law, and therefore he compared the operation 
of it to the act of ordering out the militia at an hour's notice. This 
metaphor had been alluded to by him on the former day ; and after 
having ſlept upon it, he then brought it forward in the ſhape of an 
argument. What reſemblance did the giving His Majeſty the 
power of calling Parliament together at a ſhorter notice, bear to ihe 
power which a military officer had over his troops? Or how, he 
would aſk, did this power differ from that which the King had hi- 
therto and ſtill enjoyed? The only difference conſiſted in the time 
being fourtcen or forty days; therefore the ſingle queſtion was, 
whether a notice of fourteen days was ſufficient or not ? He would 
admit that a great degree of caution ought always to be uſed in de- 
parting from the inſtitutions of our anceſtors ; but if any of the 
improvements of modern times excelled thoſe of the times which 
went before, the great diſpatch and quickneſs by which letters and 
other things were at preſent conveyed, was certainly among the fir 
improvements. The notice, therefore, to be given by the preſent 
bill, would not be much ſhorter than the forty days notice had for- 
merly been, when it was confidercd in how ſhort a ſpace of time mel- 
ſages could be ſent to Members to any part of the iſland. The 
only power then which the King would have, was that of being cm- 
bled, upon an emergency, to conſult with his Parliament. With 
reſpect to the objection, that Members might be abroad, and that 3 
full attendance might not be procured, he would aſk, whether the 
accident of two or three Members happening to be in a foreign coun- 
try, was a ſufficient reaſon why His Majeſty ſhould not have tht 
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advice of thoſe who remained at home? As to its being indecorous 
in the Lords to have firſt introduced this bill, he would atk, whether 
all the objectionable parts of it did not apply to them as well as to 
the Commons? He hoped, therefore, that if the law about to be 
enacted was likely to anſwer a great practical good, it would not 
be reſiſted from any metaphorical objection. 
: Mr. WIGLEY ſpoke againſt the bill. 
: The Houſe then divided: For the Speaker's leaving the 
chair, 49 ; Againſt it, 3. 

The bill then went through the Committee; and being reported, 
was read a third time and paſſed, 


Wedneſday, 19th Fuly. 
No debate. % 


Thurſday, 20th July. 


The Speaker, with the Houſe, attended in the Houſe of Lords, in 
obedience to His Majeſty's command, and on their return the Speaker 
informed the Houſe that His Majeſty had been pleated to deliver a 
moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne; a copy of which he had pro- 
cured, and was as follows : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I cannot put an end ts this ſeſſion of Parliament without returning 
you my moft ſincere and cordial thanks for the aſſiduity and zeal with 
which you have applied yourſelves ts the important objefts which have 
required your attention, and for the wiſdim and firmneſs which you have 
manifefled in the new and difficult emergencies for which you have 
lo provide. Ba 
I muſt particularly expreſs the juft ſenſe J entertain of the ſalutary 
and eff:&tual proviſions which you made far ſtrengthening the means of 
national defence: and the meeſures adipted for obviating the inconve- 
mencies which were to be apprehended to credit from the temporary 
ſuſpenſion of payments in caſh by the Bank ; as well as of the promp- 
litude, vigour, and effeft with which you afforded me your aſſiſtance 
and ſupport in ſuppreſſing the daring and treaſ;nable nutiny which broke 
out in a part of my fleet; and in counterafting ſo dangerous and per- 
mcous an example. 

[ have the ſati faction to acquaint jau, that, ſince the acceſſion of the 
reſent Emperor of Ruſſia, the commercial engagements between the tw# 


1 
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countries. have been renew:d in ſuch a manner as will, I doubt ny, 
materially conduce to their mutual intereſts. 


Gentlemen of the Hæuſe of C:mmons, 


I miſt return you my particular thanks for the liberal and extenſſve 
proviſion which you have made for tle varizus cxigencies of the Public 
ſervice, and while I lament the nec:fſity which increaj ed them 65 Pl 2 large 
an emnunt, it is a conſolation ti me Io adſerve the attention you employed 
in diſtributing the heavy burdens, which they occoftened, in ſuch a manner 
as to render their preſſure as little ſevere as pilſible to my peaple. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The iſſue of the important negetiation in which ] am engaged is i 
uncertain ; but, whatever may be the event, nathiag will have been 
wanting an my part to bring it 4e a ſucceſsful termination, en ſuch con- 
ditions as may be confi ent with the ſecurity, honour, and oje ential intere/ 
F my dominions. In the mean time, nothing can ſa much tend 4% fer- 
ward the attainment of peace, as the continuance of that zeal, exerliom, 
and public ſpirit, of which my ſubjets have given ſuch conſpicurus ard 
hamurable prodfs, and of which the perſeverance and firmneſs of Par- 
lament has afforded them ſo ſiriting en example. | 


After which the LORD CHANCELLOR, by His Majeſty's 


command, ſaid: 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« It is His Majeſty's royal will and plcafure that this Parlia- 
ce ment be prorogued to Thurſday, the 5th day of October next, to 
be then here holden; and this Parliament is accordingly prorogued 
„to 1 hurſday, the 5th day of October next.” 
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HEADS of Mr. DUNDAS'S SPEECH, #n the FINANCES 
of the EAST-INDIA COMPANY, the 20th 4 December, 
1790. 

THE progreſſive improvement in the affairs of the Eaſt- India 
Company, exhibited in the accounts now before the Committee, 
muſt afford them, as well as myſelf, real ſatisfaction. I ſhall pro- 
ceed, as uſual, to ſuch details as may aid the Committee, in forming 
a juſt idea of the different points which neceſſarily enter into the 
conſideration of this extenſive, and, from the nature of it, compli- 
cated inveſtigation. 

Although I cannot promiſe the Committee, not to take up a con- 
ſidarable portion of their time, the obſervations I have now to offer 
ſhall be comprized in as narrow a compaſs as the nature of the 
various ſtatements will admit ; and I have the ſatisfaction to re- 
mark, that the plan which was adopted ſome years ago, of laying 
before Parliament an annual view of the Company's affairs, both at 
home and abroad, has been productive of the moſt beneficial effects: 
The ſtatements of the Eait-India Company are ſo much better ar- 
ranged and digeſted than in former times, that neither the doubts 
of their accuracy, which then prevailed, nor the ideas then enter- 
tained, that the tranſmiſſion of accounts from India was more a 
matter of form than of real utility, can any longer exiſt. And I 
truſt that it will now appear evident to the Committee, that my 
endeavours have been perfectly ſucceſsful, inaſmuch as they have 
produced a methodical combination, and clearneſs of arrangement, 
from which general deduQtions may be made, fo as to exhibit, in a 
ſatisſactary manner, the real ſtate of affairs, and likewiſe to conſti- 
tute proper documents on which the Houſe may ground its reſo- 
lutions. 

Having, I flatter myſelf, eſtabliſhed, to the ſatisfaction of the 
Committee, the accuracy of the accounts now before them, I ſhall, 
(avoiding as much as poſſible the interruption of the ſtatements by 
collateral circumſtances) preſent, in the firſt place, the reſult or con- 
ſequence of the various accounts from India ; then the combined 
reſult of the whole ; afterwards the reſult of the Company's home 
accounts; and, laſtly, the grand reſult of all the accounts, both at 
home and abroad. Theſe, I have no doubt, when attended to, 
will confirm my former ſtatements and reaſonings; and before L 
come to propoſe the reſolutions, 1 truſt it will appear, that my 
anticipation of the profperous ſtate of the Eaſt-I ndia Company, 
made two or three years ago, is now fully and completely realize 


and that every former alleition is amply juſtified. And thou; T% | 
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it does not occur to me neceſſary to enter extenſively into a minute- 
neſs of detail upon the occaſion, I beg leave to premiſe, that ſhould 
any gentleman think proper to demand diſtin informatian with re- 
gard to any particular points, I ſhall moſt readily give it. 

The accounts of the different ſettlements abroad are compriſed 
in three diſtin claſſes. 

Firſt, An account of the average of the three laſt years, that a 
judgement may be formed of future eftimates. | 

Second, A compariſon between the eſtimated and actual account 
of the laſt year, to decide how far theſe expectations had been 
verified. | 

Third, An eſtimate of what is likely to be the future receipts and 
diſburſements of the Company's territories. 

And here I think it proper to ſtate to the Committee, that it 


will appear, that in forming the eſtimates of future expectations, the | 
greateſt care has been obſerved, not to take them on averages greater . 
than former years, but conſiderably leſs : and notwithſtanding varia- | 
tions muſt always occur in accounts of ſuch. magnitude, as I have 
had occaſion to remark in the laſt year, it muſt afford particular ſa- ] 
tisfaQion to obſerve fo ſingular a proof of the caution in forming 
the eſtimate of 1794-5, that, with reſpeR to Bengal, the actual re- 
ccipt of revenue has exceeded the eſtimate in every item. e 
| | t 
BENGAL. Le erl. l 
The firſt three columns of the account No. 1, comprize the x 
amount of the revenues of this preſidency for the three years F 
1792-3 to 1794-5, the average of which is — 5.74213 1 
And is — — — — 348,895 f 
more than the average of the three preceding years, ſtated to 
the Committee laſt year. . 
The next account to which I requeſt the attention of the 8 
Committee is No. 3, being a compariſon between the eſti- 
mated and actual amount of the revenues and charges of t} 
Bengal for 1794-5. | : 
Th. eſtimated amount of the revenues was — 5,580,607 
J he actual — $,9 37931 
/ CO ne” I 
Being an exceſs above the eſtimate of — — 357,324 ar 
The actual receipts have exceeded the eſtimate in every A 
item, as already obſerved ; but the principal articles in which 
the exceſs has occurred, are the collections of the land reve- L 


nu s, in no leſs a ſum than | — 152,059 
This is the more ſatisfactory, as it tends to corroborate 
what has formerly heen r-marked on the excellence of the 
permanent ſyſtem lately adopted, and particularly as the in- 
creaſe cannot have been occ-fioned by any addition of rent, 


but mult be owing to the greater punctuality in payment by 
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the renters, who, increaſing in wealth, and having 
confidence under this ſyſtem, had not only paid 8 lacks of 
the current revenue more than expected when the eftimate 
was formed, but had alſo cleared 4 lacks of the balances of 
former years. The Abkarry, or tax on ſpiritous liquors, has 
increaſed ; as alſo the ſalt revenue, to the amount o 

by an improvement in the arrangement, an increaſed manu- 
facture, and an enlarged importation from the coaſt, It was 
obſerved laſt year, that the price of this article was too high ; 
it muſt afford ſatisfaRzon to the Committee to be informed, 
that it has decreaſed from 312 ſicca rupees, 6 annas, 1 pice, 
to 304 ſicca rupees, 13 annas, 6 pice, per 100 maunds, The 
opium ſales are greater, the quantity manufactured having 
been larger ; the exceſs amounted to — — 
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The expected improvement in the police tax has been re- 
alized: 

But although the revenues of the Bengal government in the 
— 1794-5 have ſo far exceeded the eſtimate, the charges 


ve alſo increaſed. 


They were eſtimated at — — — 
The actual amount by No. 3, was — — 
Being more than eſtimated — — — 


This is principally accounted for by the expence of the 
armament which was fitted out, and acted with ſo much 


greater 
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111,169 


64,920 


3-278,635 
3,477,396 


— — — 


198,761 


ä—DU —)— b —— — 


effect againſt the French cruizers in the Indian ſeas; alſo by 


the increaſe of judicial charges, occaſioned by the extenſion 
and improvement of the ſyſtem adopted for the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, regulating the police, &c. The revenue 
charges have lkewif increaſed, in conſequence of compen- 
ſations given for the abolition of ſyer duties, loſſes on remit- 
tances, and ſundry other articles, the detail of which, I 
ſhould preſume, it is not now neceſſary to ſtate. 

The increaſe in the advances and charges attending the 
ſalt and opium, is to be accounted for by an extenſion of ma- 
nufacture, and by an enlarged ſale. 

Deducting the exceſs off charge from the exceſs of revenue, 
the actual account is better than the eſtimate by — 

The total net revenue of this preſideney, in the year, was 


The eſtimates of the revenues and charges for the year 
1795-6 are in the fourth columns of the accounts, No. 1 


and 2, according to which the revenue is computed to 


And the charges to cnn 


— — — 


Leaving a net revenue of — — 


In this eſtimate, the ſame caution is apparent as in that of 
the former year. Every article of revenue is taken at a leſs 
amount than the actual receipt ; except the police tax, which 
ultatcd at about one lack more. The land revenues, includ- 
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ſterling 83,959, below the actual produce of the laſt year, 
The ſubiidy to be received from the Nabob of Oude, for 
the troops ſerving in his dominions, at current rupees 
8,26,754, or pounds ſterling 82,575, leſs; for which no 
reaſon whatever is aſſigned in the corre{pondence, The cuſ- 
toms are ſtated at a lower amount by current rupees 1,81, 301, 
or pounds ſterling 18, 130. 

'The amount to be received for the ſale of ſalt, is eſtimated 
to fall ſhort of the mn year, by current rupees, 
6,47,689, or pounds ſterling 64,769; and it is not impro- 
bable but a decreaſe may take place in this article to a larger 
amount, in conſequence of the reduction of price, as already 


noticed with reſpect to the ſalt ſold in the year 1794-5; 
for by later advices it app*ars, that the ſales which had 


actually been made, were, on the average, at a ſtill lower 
price. 

The opium is eſtimated to produce leſs than the laſt year 
by current rupees 6,40, 209, or pounds ſterling 64. 920; the 
expected defalcation may be attributed to the fall in price to 
the eaſtward, the principal mart for opium, and to the exceſs 
in the quantity manufactured. With regard to this article, I 
think it neceſſary to apprize the Committee, that from its 
being a revenue mote liable to fluctuations than the land 
revenues and others of a more eſtabliſhed natute, and from 
the Dutch war and other circumſtances, there is every 


reaſon to believe it will fall conſiderably ſhort of its late 


amount. 
On the compariſon, the total of tlie expected revenues for 
the year 1795-6, is leſs than the actual reccipt of the year 


receding by — —— cake 
which will fully allow for contingencies. 
The charges eſtimated for 1795-6 are — — 


more than the charges incurred in the preceding year. Some 
of the heads of charges ate expected to be leſs than the year 
N as marine, owing to ſome new veſſels having been 
uilt in that year; the revenue charges to the amount of up- 
wards of three lacks, on account of the great expence in- 
curred laſt year in loſſes on remittances, compenſations made 
for the abolition of ſyer duties, and alſo in other circum- 
ſtances which muſt always occur in actual accounts, as they 
cannot be foreſcen at the time of forming an eſtimate for a 
ſucceeding year. | 
On the other hand, an increaſe is expected in ſome of the 
charges, The expence at Benares will be conſiderably more, 
on account of the judicial arranzements which have been or- 
dered at that reſidency ; and tic charges of the judicial de- 
2 generally, are eſtimate at a higher amount, in con- 
equence of the extenſion of the ſyſtem, and of ſundry con- 
tingencies. ' Fed | 
The military charges are eſtimated to exceed the former 
ear by upwards of tour lacks, as appears by the accounts 


o. 2 and 3, This excels is accounted for generally by the 
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army relief, which was to take place in the year, and the ex- 
nee of raiſing ſome new corps. 
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Deducting the eſtimated charges from the eſtimated reve- 
hues ior 1795-6, as they are ſtated in No. 1 and 2, there is 


expected to remain a net revenue of — — 
which is | 


leſs than the actual amount of the preceding year. And from 
what has been now obſerved, as well as from experience, it 


may be preſumed, that the real ſurplus will not fall ſhort of 


this eſtimate, at leaſt to any confiderabie amount, 


MADRAS. 


From the different circumſtances which affect the revenues 
under the preſidency of Madras, I have found it impracticable 
to ſhew a comparative average of three years revenues. The 
ſums receivable from the Nabob's and the Rajah's countries, 
are altered fince the new treaties with them in 1792 and 
1793; and the treaty money from I ippoo was paid off in the 
two years preceding 1794-5 : excluding theſe articles, with 
the ſubſidies from I ravencore aud Cochin, which are receiv- 
able at Bombay, the other articles of revenue have progreſ- 
ſively increaſed, and, in the laſt year, exceed the average of 
the three preceding years by _ — 

The account No. 6, exhibits a compariſon between the 
eſtimated and actual revenues and charges for 17945. 

The revenues were eſlimated at 
The actual amount was 


— L— — — 


Being leſs than the eſtimate 


— 


The charges were eſtimated to amount to 
The actual amount was 


Leſs than eſtimated 


This ſum, deduRed from the deficiency in the actual re- 
venues, ſhews that the actual account is worſe than the eſti- 
mated by ES 

The principal articles in which the revenues are deficient 
are, the ſubſidy from the Nabob, which is ſtated to have 
ariſen from his having anticipated ſome of the payments, 

elongin 3 to this year, in the ycar preceding; and the ſub- 
dy from the Rajah of Tanjore, for which a ſimilar cauſe is 
aſſigned. 8 

The Nizam's ſubſidy was likewiſe leſs than the eſtimate; 
but this is only in appearance; for as a much larger ſum was 
due to him for the Peſhcuſh from the Circars, it remains only 
to adjuſt any arrear that may have occurred in the annual 
um demandable from him, 

The land revenues have fallen ſhort of the eſtimate in a 
mall amount. The principal cauſe of any deficiency is ow- 

Var, II. 5K | 
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2,122,455 
338,080 
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———ů— 


1,855,317 
1,775,782 
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ing to difturbances which took place in the Vizagapatam diſ- 
tricts; for had it not been for this unfortunate circumitance, 
the probability I mentioned laſt year of a conſiderable in- 
creaſe, would certainly have been verified, as the collections 
from the Maſulipatam diſtricts and from the Jaghire were 
much larger than expected. 

The revenues from the ceded countries are ſomething 
lower than were eſtimated; but that is owing to a larger part 
of thoſe revenues being receivable, according to the terms of 
the leaſes, after the cloſe of the preſent official year, than 
there was in the laſt year; a circumſtance which could not be 
provided for when the eitimate was formed. 

The other articles of revenue are rather above the eſti- 
mate. 


The charges are, on the whole, leſs than eſtimated. This 


proceeds, chiefly, from a leſs expence having been incurred 
in buildings and fortifications ; but part of this decreaſe is 
ORE to ſome bills not having been preſented for payment in 

e year, 

5 9 — of collecting the revenues and cuſtoms, were 
— gn omething leſs than the eſtimate. On the other 
hand, the military charges are more than was eſtimated, ow- 
ing to greater expence in the expeditions ſet on foot, and 
other incidental circumſtances, which could not be foreſeen 
when the eftimate was formed. 

But although the reſult of the accounts for this year is fo 
much more unfavourable than was expected, I have the ſatis- 
faction to obſerve, that the revenues were equal to the ordinary 
expences, which, before the poſſeſſion of the ceded countries, 
was not the caſe. 

By the eſtimates for 179 5-6, in the latter columns of No. 4. 
and 5, the revenues are calculated to amount to 
And the charges to — 


Leaving a net revenue of — — 


The total of the revenues is eſtimated at pagodas 
6. 20, 620, or pounds ſterling 248, 248, more than the ac- 
— amount in the preceding year. The particulars are as 

low: | 

There is an increaſe in the expected ſubſidy from the Rajah 
of Tanjore, which ariſes from the terms of the treaty of 
1793; whereby he was to pay (in addition to the uſual 
amount) after the third year, part of the arrears of Peſh- 
cuſh due to the Nabob, by whom it was transferred to the 
Company. 

Lhe increaſe in the Nizam's ſubſidy is owing to conſidera- 
ble arrears due from him, which he has agreed to diſ- 
— 2 or that they ſhall be adjuſted in the Peſhcuſh due or 
payable to him for the Circars ; but this can only be looked 
upon as an extra reſource for the year now under con- 
fideration. 

The land revenues are eſtimated to produce upwards of 
three lacks of pagodas more than they amounted to in the 


, 
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2,924,030 
1,844,787 


| 


1794243 
— —U— — 
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foregoing year. On this article, I think oe to aſſure the 
Committee, that I entertain little doubt of the eſtimate being 
realized, The arrangements which have latelytaken place in 
the Circars, by aſſimilating the mode of collection, as mich 
as poſſible, with that in practice in Bengal, promiſes great be- 
nefits; and, when a more perfect knowledge of the abilities 
of the provinces ſhall be attained, it is under the confidera- 
tion of the Madras Government to introduce, likewiſe, the 
permanent ſyſtem, which has been productive of ſuch fignal 
advantages at the former preſidency, 

The Committee wiil obſerve, that the cuſtoms are eſtimated 
at a rate much below the former year's collections. "Theſe 
muſt always fluctuate with the trade ; but this decreaſe is to 
be expected from the arrangements lately adopted, to bring 
the cuſtoms at all the preſidencies, to one uniform rate. 

The charges of this preſidency for 1795-6 are eſtimated, 
on the whole, to be above thoſe of the year preceding by 
about two lacks of pagodas; though ſome of them are 
lower, and ſome higher than in that year. Of the latter, the 
principal are the buildings and fortifications, in above a lack 
of pagodas; this is, in part, accounted for by what I have 
already obſerved, viz. that ſome bills for works done in the 
former year, were not th-n preſented or paid, conſequently 
they fall to be diſcharged in 795-6. | 

The charges of the revenues and cuſtoms are upwards of 
three lacks higher than in 1794-5. The greater part of this 
ſum conſiſts of advances for the cultivation of the lands, and 
repairs of tanks, &c. with allowances to xemindars who have 
been diſpoſſeſſed of their Jands, in conſequence of failure in 
their engagements ; all theſe are repayable to the Company, 
and part of them is, accordingly, included in the expected 
receipts. 

The military charges are eſtimated at near two lacks lower 
than in the preceding year. As no proviſion is made for ex- 
peditions, which, 1 am happy to obſerve, are known by their 
ſucceſsful iiſue to have taken place, an increaſe, under this 
head, mult be looked for. 

The civil charges are, lii-ewiſe, eſtimated at panodas 
54,000, leſs than in the preceding year; this, in part, is 
owing to a large payment having been made on account of 
the cultivation of ſilk and cociine'l in 1794-5 ; the firſt of 
theſe articles, it may be ob{crved, is nearly laid afide, the lat- 
ter wears a promiſing appea. auce. 

The net revenue expected in 7945-5 apprars large, com- 
pared with the actual net revenue in the year preceding; but 
from the ohtervations made retpecting the military charges, 
there is reaſon to apprehend this eitimate will not be fully 
realized, 


BOMBAY. 


The accounts of 1794-5 ani eſtimate 1795-6 for this pre- 
lideney, having bren duly received, I am cnabled to ſtate to 
une Cummittee, the whole of the revenues and charges in 
ln lia, for the ſame period, 
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The revenues of this ſettlement, on an average of three 
years, from 1792-3 to 1794-5, amounted to 

But, in the firit of hoſe years, the countries on the Mala- 
bar coaſt were ceded to the Company by Tippoo, and the ma- 
nagement of them was placed under this preſidency. The 
amount collected that year was only a third of the produce of 
the next, and not much above a jourth of ihat of 1794-5; on 
the other hand, a ſubſidy from the Mahrattas was paid in 
2792-3, and a balance due thereon in 1794-5 ; This article 
no longer forms a part of the revenues. 

The account, No. , ſhews the eſtimated and actual re- 
venues and charges . 1794-5- The revenues were etti- 
mated at — — 

This is a ſmall variation from the amount ſtated laſt year, 
which ariſes from the particulars of the articles having been 
ſince received: the former account being made up from a 
very ſhort abſtract, and partly by conjecture. 
The actual revenues were — 


Which is leſs than the eſtimate — 


The greater part of this deficiency, the Committee will 
ſee by the account, No. , has ariſen in the revenues of the 
ceded countries. The only explanation to be found of this 
decreaſe, is in a note to the actual account, which ſlates, 
« 'That the eſtimate was formed from the Jumma, of the 
« Malabar year, 969, of which rupees 413 455 was deemed 

irrecoverable by the ſupraviſor, and conſequently rejected 
1 from that part of the ſtatement.” From the meaſures that 
have been ſince taken, and from the known abilities of the 
new Governor, I think we may depend on more accurate 
ſtatements in future from this preſidency, 

— Theſerevenues are, notwithilanding, ſtill near three lacks 
more man in the year preceding; which ſhews a progreſſive 
im:*:cvement, 

The ſum eſtimated to be received from the Rajah of Tra- 
vencore, was only ſtated on conjecture, from the ſhort ab- 
ſtract received at the time: as it was known that a treaty with 
him was in contemplation. This treaty had-fince taken place, 
and ill be productive, not only of a future revenue to this 

reſiſ encyv, but of confiderable commercial advantage. 
Ihe diſappointment in the expected receipt from 'Traven- 
core, in 1794-5, was, however, nearly made up by a ſum re- 
ceived from the Mahrattas, as already noticed. | 

The decreaſe in the cuſtoms may be attributed to the 
ſame cauſe as at M.dras. | 


The charges were eſtimated for this year, at | — — 
The actual amount was, per No. q, — — 
Being leſs than eſtimated — 


The principal dec reaſe is in the military charges, to theamount 
of abo c ic ut lacks: ung to a much larger allowance hav- 
ing been maduc 101 (XT. ordinaries than appears to have been 
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required, and to an allowance for the raiſing of two provin- F. feerl. 


cial battalions of Scpoys in the Malabar countries; which 
meaſure it was, however, found difficult to carry into effect, 
and conſequeatly the whole expence was not incurred. 

The maritime charges are leſs than eſtimated, owing to a 
leſs quantity of ſtores having been ſupplied than was ex- 
"ected. 

The charges of collection in the ceded countries are leſs 
than eſtimated, in conſequence of a new mode of ſettlement 
with the Rajahs. | 


On the whole, deducting the deficiency of revenues from 
tho deficiency of charges, the account, in the reſult, is better 
than was eſtimated by 


By the eſtimate for 1795-6, contained in Nos. 7 and 8, 
the revenues are ſtated at | | 
The charges at — — — 


— — — 


Making an exceſs in the charges of 


The land revenues are taken at nearly the amount received 
in the laſt year, and as the Jumma conſiſts principally of ac- 
tual ſettlements with Rajahs for five years, with an increaſe of 
revenue in each year, there is little room for apprehenſion 
that the actual receipts wall fall thort of the eſtimate. 

The deercaſe to be expected in the cuſtoms is already ac- 
counted for. | 

The charges are near two lacks more than were incurred 
in 1794-5; chiefly in the military expences, in which a 
greater allowance to above this amount, is made for extraor- 
dinary ſervices, - On the other hand, the charges in the 
ceded countries are leſs than in the preceding year, for the 
reaſon already aſſigned. The other articles of charge differ 
but little from thoſe of the former year, 


BRNCOOLEN, PINANG, &c. 


The amount of the ſmall revenues collected at Fort Marl- 
bro”, and of the civil and military charges, is ſlated in 


0. 10; according to which, the revenues, on an average of 
three years, were — 8 TT 


And the charges PER — 


« 


But the accounts from this refidency are till defective, be- 
Ing a year behind thoſe of the other preſidencies; and in com- 
8 the expences thereof, as well as of the ſettlements of 

ulo Pinang, the Andamans, and St. Helena, I have generally 
taken the ſum ſupplied from Bengal : which, though it does 
not ſtate the expence of thoſe ſettlements correctly, is ſuf- 


ficient for the preſent purpoſe, as it news the amount drawn 
from the latter. 1 5 | 


19,745 


269,776 
718,901 


449,125 


4.653 
59.598 
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* By the eſtimates ſlated to the Committee laft year, the 
| net amount was _ _ — 1,867, 744 


Difference, in favour of the actual accounts, is = - 139,147 


— — 


The ſupplies to thoſe ſettlements, in 1794-5, were eſti- C. fer, 
mated at — —— — 104,032 
And amounted, as per No. 18, to ficca rupees 645,321, 
5 mw a þ . _ 
By No. 1 1, the ſupplies for the following year are eſtimated 
at ſicca rupees 7, 05, ooo, or — hm 81,795 
— 
which is leſs than the eſtimate of the preceding year; but is 
Kill more than has been actually ſupplicd in former years, 
GENERAL VIEW. 
According to the ſeveral ſtatements of the revenues 
and charges for 1794-5, the reſult from the whole, 
collectively, is as follows, viz. 
1 : 1 REVENUES 
t Bengal, by No.3, — = L. $937,931 
Madras, by No. 6, — — 1,775,782 
Bombay, by No. 9, — — 312,480 
| — 8.026, 9; 
CHARGES 
At Bengal, by No. 3 C. 347.306 
Madras, by No. 6, — — 1,769,125 
j Bombay, by No. q, _ — 697.924 
7 — 5.944445 
5 Net revenue of the three preſidencies — — 2,081,748 
y Dev, the ſupplies to Bencoolen, &c. us before 
h ſtated, per No. 18 — 74.857 
The remainder * — — _ 2, 000, 891 
is the exceſs of the revenues above the civil and | 
military charges. 
From this is to be deducted the intereſt paid on the 
debts at Bengal, by No. 18 — L. 399,422 
Madras — by No. 19 — — 88,807 
Bombay — by No. 20, the intereſt and 
diſcount are — — — 76,072 
The total is _ — _ — 484,301 
Surplus from the territorial revenues — — Le 1,522,590 


1 
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i Brought forward C. 1,522,590 
Add the amount received, per No. 15, for the ſales of im- | 
port goods and ſtores, and for certificates — — 562,177 


Which is conſiderably more than the eſtimate of theſe 
articles, | 

The ſum applicable to the purchaſe of inveſtment, pay- 
ment of commercial charges, &c, in 1794-5, was — 2,084,767 


'The ſums actually advanced, on account of the inveſtment 
and charges, appear to have been as follows: 


At Bengal, per No. 18, 
Charges of the Board of Trade, offices, &c. and ad- 
vances for the inveſtment and commiſſion 1,108,449 


At Madras, per No. 19, 
Commercial wages, allowances, &c. and advances for 
invettment — — — 536, 808 


At Bombay, per No. 20, 
Commercial ſalaries, &c. and advances for inveſtment 166,636 


At Bencoolen, 


Value of cargoes ſhipped for Europe — 26,552 


L. 1,838,445 


This ſum is ſhort of the net ſurplus by J. 246, 322. 


It will appear to the Committee, by reference to Nos. 18, 
19. and 20, that there is included a variety of diſburſements, as 
well as of receipts, independent of the mere revenues and 
charges; which, if it were neceſſary to account, in a more 
preciſe manner, for any apparent variation in the ſurplus reve- 
nue and its appropriation, muſt be examined in detail; but this, 
I think, would be taking up the time of the Committee for no 
very uſeful purpoſe. It may be proper, however, to obſerve, 
that a part of the ſurplus will be found in the greater value of 
aſſets in hand, particularly the caſh and bills, on which I ſhall 
treat hereafter; previous to which I requeſt the attention of 
the Committee to the account, No. 22, which ſhews the 
amount of cargoes actually ſent home, including the charges, 


in the courſe of the year 1794-5, amounting to — 2,178,118 : 


The difference between this account, and that above ſtated, 


is taken from the goods in the warehouſes at the commence- 
ment of the year, 


I proceed now to notice the general view of the eſtimates 
for 1795-6, 


ESTIMATES for 1795-6. 


In this year, as the revenues are not eſtimated ſo high, 
and the charges taken at a larger ſum; the net revenue is 


omputed at 236,0981, leſs than in the preceding year. 
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| REVENUES, 

At Bengal, by No.1, — — FL. $631,278 
Madras, by No. 4. — — 2,024,030 
Bombay, by No. 7. — — 269,776 

CHARGES. 

At Bengal, by No.2, — — 3,508,823 
Maaras, by No.5, — — 1,544,787 
Bombay, by No. 8. — — 718,901 


Supplies from Bengal to Bencoolen, Prince of Wales's 
Ifland, St. Helena, &c. as per No. 11. — — 


Net revenue — 2 — 

It was laſt year 2, 006, 89 l., making a difference of 
236, o98 l. as before obſerved, 

Intereſt on the debts, per No. 16. — — 


Eftimated ſurplus revenue — a 
Add expected amount of the ſales of imports and certifi- 
cates, per No. 1 To — ; — — 


The ſum eſtimated to be applicable to the purchaſe of in- 
veſtment, payment of commercial charges, &c. is — 


Or leſs thaa the actual ſum laſt year by 28, 60 l. 


DEBTS IN INDIA. 


It is here proper to repeat the obſervation made to the 
Committee laſt year, viz. that the rates of enchange at which 
the debts are calculated into current rupees, are much higher 
than the real exchange; but as this form has been adopted for 
ſo many years, it cannot be altered, wit out affecting the 
comparative view generally taken of the debts. 

«By No. 16 of laſt year's accounts, the total of debts in 
India is ſtated at — — — 

By No. 10 of the preſent accounts, the total of the debts 
in India is ſtated at — — — 


The decreaſe of debts, therefore, is — _ 


This reduction is more than accounted for by the ſum ſub- 
ſcribed to the remittance plan, which appears, by No. 17, 


to have amounted to 
This, I muſt obſerve, as I did laſt year, is the amount ſub- 


Gribed in the courſe of 1794-5 ; and not in the periods be- 


— 
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6,072,511 


— 


1,852,573 


— —— 
81,780 


— 


1,770,793 


400,252 


1,370,641 
424,625 


1,795,166 


7,305,462 
6,813,737 
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tween the dates of the laſt and preſent year's ſtatements, On . fterl. 


reference to No. 16 of laſt year's accounts it will be ſeen, 
that the periods at which the debts are there ſtated, differ at 
the ſeveral prefidencies ; from whence it is impoſſible to make 
any accurate compariſon between thoſe accounts and the pre- 
ſent year's, which, with exception to Bencoolen, ſtill three 
months behind the reſt, are ſtated at the ſame period: I ſhall 
however, proceed to ſhew the difference that has taken place 
in the dehts bearing intereſt, and in the annual intereſt pay- 
able thereon. 

By No. 16, already referred to, the debts bearing intereſt 
in laſt year's accounts amounted to 

By No. 16 of this year, the amount is — 


Leſs bearing intereſt — — 


The amount of that intereſt in laſt year's ſtatement was 
In No. 16, the amount of intereſt for this year is — 


Leſs intereſt payable annually — — 


It was noticed to the Committee laſt year, that the high 
rate of intereſt, formerly payable at Bombay, was reduced: 
and they will ſee by the account No. 16, juſt referred to, 
that this is the caſe as to the whole of the debt there, except 
a ſmall ſum, which belongs to charities; the reduction is 
from 9 1-8th to 6 per cent. 

It is, however, neceſſary to obſerve, that as the intereſt 
actually paid in 1794-5 exceeded the eſtimate, ſo the actual 
accounts of 1795-6 may poflibly exceed the above calcula- 
tion; as the Madras Government have, in conſequence of the 
war, been under the neceſſity of borrowing money at 8 inſtead 
of 6 per cent, | 


ASSETS IN INDIA, 


The value of the aſſets in India, conſiſting of caſh, goods, 
ſtores, and debrs owing to the Company, by No. 21, is — 
The articles of the ſame nature were ſtated laſt year, at 


Increaſe in the value of aſſets, by the preſent ſtatement 


A difference of this ſort, as was remarked to the Com- 
mittee laſt year, may not be a decifive proof of the actual 
improvement of the Company's affairs; but, by attending to 
the particulars of the two accounts, it will be ſeen, that the 
articles of caſh and hills are conſiderably improved, while the 
debts are leſs than in the preceding year; and in regard to 
the decreaſe in the quantity of export goods, it has been al- 
ready ſhewn, that the cargoes actually fen home in 1794-5, 
With the charges, were more than the ſurplus revenue of 
that year, which could not have taken place without a di- 
minution of the ſtock. of goods in hand, at the beginuing of 
the period. 
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Adding the decreaſe of debt — — 


To the increaſe of aſſets 
The general ſtate of the Company's affairs in India appears 
better by — 


HOME ACCOUNTS, 


I beg now to requeſt the attention of the Committee to a 
view of the Company's affairs at home, as detailed in the ac- 
counts before the Houſe, Nos. 23, 24, 25 and 26, and that 
ordered to be printed the 3 iſt October laſt ; but before IT 
proceed to ſtate a general reſult of theſe accounts, it is proper 
to obſerve, that when I originally undertook the taſk I am 
now performing, it was ſolely conkned to a ſtatement of the 
Company's affairs abroad, under the conſideration that my 
reſponſibility did not at all attach to the commercial con- 
cerns at home. On the renewal of the charter in 1793, the 
yſtem was altered, and it became neceſſary to extend my re- 
1 in order to aſcertain the amount which could be 
ſpared for the participation of the public. 

The accounts now under conſideration are drawn up with 
ſo much caution, that it may be ſafely aſſerted, that the re- 
ſult exhibited, may be depended upon ; and it will appear 
from this reſult, wken combined with that of the accounts 
from abroad, that the faircſt expectations may be raiſed, with 
reſpect to a participation in the profits of the Company, 

I, therefore, proceed to explain to the Committee, the ac- 
counts of the receipts and expences, under the commercial en- 
gagements at home, in the ſame manner as I have ſtated thoſe 
of the revenues and expences abroad; and afterwards, to com- 
bine them both, in order to draw a general reſult : previous 
to which, in farther ſupport of the ground of the remarks 
already made, as to the accuracy of the accounts in general, 
it is proper to add, with reſpec to the home accounts in par- 
ticular, that, being more immediately under the charge of the 
court of Directors, they are likely to be formed with great 
preciſion, and are leſs liable to apprehenſion as to their cor- 
rectneſs. | 

In the laſt year, an expectation was ſtated of the probable 
amount of the ſales of goods to the 1 of March, 1796. It 
is a matter of the higheſt ſatisfaction to be enabled to inform 
the Committe, that the actual produce of thoſe ſales has very 
far exceeded this expectation; the whole amount of them 
"rh EW: TTL. eg > 


And, however, it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that theſe 
ſales did not ſolely arĩſe from the Company's goods; but in- 
cluded alſo a conſiderable quantity of Dutch goods ſold under 
an act of Parliament for that purpoſe; likewiſe from an 
increaſed ſale of private-trade goods, to the amount of 
x 36,0001. ; it will ſtill appear, after deducting both thoſe 
articles, that the ſales of the Company's goods, cxcluſively, 
bad very materially exceeded the eſtimate, FI PA 


Le flerl, 
491,725 
59.605 


$51,390 
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Thoſe ſales were eſtimated at 
And actually amounted to — — 


Making an actual exceſs of no leſs a ſum than — 


It was on former occaſions, obſerved, that a principal ob- 
jet of ſome of the meaſures brought forward in the arrange- 
ment made with the Company in 1793, was to make the port 
of London, as much as poſſible, the emporium of Europe for 
Eaſt-India goods, 

This object could only be obtained progreflively ; by the 
extenſion of the ſales of the Company's goods, and by hold- 
ing out encouragement to private traders, as preſcribed by the 
act of 1793. However, it is proved by the accounts before 
the Committee that the ſales of the Company's goods in 
1795-6, as well as of the private trade, have been much more 
conſiderable than was expected: the difference in the firſt is 
already ſtated: the exceis in the charges and profit on the 
private trade is alſo conſiderable. 

The charges and profit on private trade were eſti- 
mated at 

The actual amount was 


— — — —— 


— — — 


Being more than the eſtimate — — 


The general reſult of the receipts and payments at home, 
in the year ending 1ſt of March, 1796, compared with the 
eſtimate for the ſame period, is as follows, viz. 

The eſtimate ſuppoſed that the balance of caſh would be 
deficient in the ſum of 
whereas the balance actually remaining was 
after paying off 498,2251. of the bonded debt, having only 
borrowed 1 Fo, oool. of the Bank; which makes a difference 
in favour of the actual accounts of 


— — 


But the ſtriking reverſe which appears in the eſtimate for 
1790-7, demands ſome particular explanation. 


With regard to that eſtimate, the Committee will obſerve, 
that two accounts are before the Houſe; the firſt was prepared 
purſuant to the directions of the act of 1793, which, as it re- 
quired that this ſtatement ſhould be laid before the Houſe 
within a given time after the 3 1ſt of March in each year, con- 
tained the expectations then entertained of the ftate of affairs 
at home, in the courſe of the current year ; but after the 
lapſe of ſome montns, it was found that thoſe expectations 
had undergone confiderable variation, ariſing from cauſes 

» which will be hereafter ſubmitted to the Committee: it was 
therefore thought neceſſary to lay before the Houſe the ac- 
count preſented the 3 iſt of October. 

The frſt article of this account which calls for remark, is 

the amount expected for the ſale of the Company's goods, 

This is leſs than in the former eſtimate by 26,0001, the expe- 
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5517,50 
6,588,969 


1,071,469 


371,838 
459,398 
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rience of the ſales already made, having warranted ſuch de- 
duction. 

The charges and profit on private trade and Dutch goods, 
are eſtimated at ſomething more than the laſt year; and in 
reſpeR to the other ſums expected to be received for ſales of 
private trade or Dutch goods, though there 1s a material 
difference in the two eſtimates, the reſult 1s nearly the ſame 
in both, when the payments on the other ſide are adverted to. 
In fact, as I formerly obſerved, the Company's treaſury is, in 
reſpect to theſe articles, merely the medium through which the 
receipts and payments paſs. 

The other articles of receipt are ſufficiently explained in 
the account ufſelf; except that from the Chinſurah cauſe, 
which is a repayment of part of the ſum charged laſt year, as 
diſburſed on this account. | 

On the other fide. the charges are ſtated at an amount 
conſiderably above the actual expenditure of the former year; 
the cuſtoms mult, of courſe, increaſe in proportion with the 
importations. 

The freight is above 700, oool. more than paid laſt year, 
Theſe charges muſt neceſſarily be higher during war, and the 
meaſure ſo laudably purſued, of importing from India a 
large ſupply of Rice, &c. muſt have occaſion ſome addition. 

The article of bullion is taken at 458,000]. In the firſt 
eſtimate it was only 30, oool.; this additional diſburſement 
is in conſequence of advices from China, itating the neceſ- 
ſity of the . 

The charges of merchandize are eſtimated conſiderably 
higher than in former years; which is owing to a large ſum 
already expended, or eſtimated to be expended, in building 
warehouſes for the Company's and private trade:s merchan- 
dize. The ſum paid to Mr. Haſtings, and the pay to othcers 
at home, under the new arrangement, have alſo increaſed this 
eſtimate. 

The Company's bonds being at a diſcount, the buyers find 
an advantage in paying them in for goods purchaſed at the 
ſales: accordingly, ſo large a ſum as 519,5921., is eſtimated 
to be paid in this year; and, in fact, a conſiderable part of it 
has already been paid in: this was not foreſeen at the time of 
making the firſt eſtimate, 

By meaſures lately adopted by the Court, for preventing 
the ſales of commands of their freighted ſhips, a liberal com- 
penſation is to be made to ſuch captains, as have purchaſed 
their commands, on the ſhips being worn out. As it is but 
recently that the arrangement has been made, it could not be 
inſerted in the firft eſtimate, | 

The money expected to be paid the Bank, is in part of 
the ſum eſtimated to be received on the other fide: neither 
of theſe articles were in the firſt eſtimate, as it was thought 
probable that the Company would have been able to pay off 
400, oool. borrowed on their annuities, inſtead of having re- 
courſe to the Bank for farther aſſiſtance. 

The ſum eſtimated to be paid to Government for His Ma- 
jeſty's troops, is on account of the recruiting, cloathing, &c. 


Le fler!, 
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paid by the Pay-office General here, for the regiments ſerv- 
ing in India. Such expences are claimable on the part of 


Government under the act of 1793. 


The reſult is, that in conſequence of the increaſed demands 
above detailed; inſtead of a balance of caſh expected to be re- 
maining in the Compan y's treaſury, as firſt eſtimated, amount- 


ing to 118,848). the probable deficiency is 
1,028,2751., making a difference of — 


ſtated at 


Such a conſiderable variation in the proſpects of the Com- 


pany, in ſo ſhort a time, muſt, at the ſirſt view 


of it, oc- 


caſion alarm to the Committee; ſome few obſervations are 
therefore needful, in order to remove the effect naturally to 


be expected from this impreſũon. 


The alterations which have occurred in the ſeveral items 
compoſing this account have been already detailed ; but, in 
order to enable the Committee to draw a juſt inference, I 
would beg leave to ſuggeſt the expediency of conſidering 
how far the Company's concerns, generally, will be affected 
by this exceſs of diſburſement. And in this view of the ſub- 
jet it will appear, that if upwards of 500,000], of the bond 
debt has been paid off, the debts will be diminiſhed in that 
amount: on the other hand, if 400,000). has been expended 
in the purchaſe of bullion for the China inveſtment, the quick 
ock account of Canton will receive the addition of that ſam, 
the increaſed export of goods and ſtores, mutt likewiſe affect 
the allets of the ſettlements to which they are conſigned; and 
the additional amount of bills of exchange, expected to be paid 
in the courſe of the year, muſt have been converted into pro- 
perty, and have formed a part of the ftock in India, 

The refult, therefore, is, that though the company mult 
ſuffer ſome inconvenience by a Want of funds, in conſequence 
of their bonds being paid in upon the ſales, and from the ne- 
ceflity of increaſing their export of bullion and other articles, 
the real ſlate of their affairs, in ſo far as concerns their actual 
property, cannot be ſaid to have varied for the worſe by the 


Eltiaate lait preſented, 
DEBTS AT HOME. 


The debts at home on the rit of March, 1795, amounted to 


On the 1ſt of March laſt the total was - 


Increaſe in the laſt year — — 


This is accounted for by two articles; firſt, a 
number of bonds granted to the creditors of the 
Jah of Tanjore, the Company having engaged to 
diſcharge a large portion of his debts by inſtalments 
at home, This, at the ſame time that it accom- 
modates the creditors, will produce a conſiderable 


Sam to the Company in the annual intereſt : they 
amounted to 


There was alſo owing for D 1 
g for Dutch Eaſt-India 
g20ds, fold at the Company's ſales — — 


L. 235,198 


292,974 


—— — 


223 
C. erl. 


1,147,123 


6,946,323 
7474. 700 


528,377 
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Beſide which, the debt transferred from India is upwards C. fer. 
of zoo, oool. more than it was laſt year; occaſioned by the 
large ſubſcriptions remitted home: for though the act of 
1793 directs, that 500, oool. of this debt ſhall be annually 
diſcharged ; yet in drawing up the orders to be ſent to India 
for that purpoſe, it appeared that it might be an accommoda- 
tion to the governments there, if they were not confined to 
receive ſubſcriptions for that preciſe ſum in each year ; but 
that the bills ſhould be ſo granted, that not more than 
500,000l. ſhould become due in Great Britain in any one 
year: and accordingly, the Committee will obſerve, as I have 
already ſtated, that the ſubſcriptions in 1794-5 amounted to 
880, oool.; or to 380,000l. more than is payable in one year 
at home. 

The amount due for cuſtoms and freight is alſo conſidera- 
bly increaſed ; but this is accounted for by the larger ſales 
and extenſion of the trade: in the other articles, ſome have 


increaſed, and ſome decreaſed, 


+6 4 


ETP 


ASSETS AT HOME AND AFLOAT. 


But, as a counterbalance to this increaſe of debts, I have 
now to ſtate to the Committee the increaſed value of the 
Company's aſſets. 
Theſe, conſiſting of the annuities owing to them by Go- 
vernment, caſh in the treaſury, goods fold, not paid for, 
goods unſold and afloat, impreſs to owners of ſhips, value of 
veſſels, and of the Company's houſe and warehouſes, are 
ated, in No. 23, at 12,024,312 


The ſame articles were ſtated laſt year to amount to 10,413,354 
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The value of theſe is, therefore, more now than in the laſt 
year, by — — 1,610,958 
And if from this is deducted the increaſe of debts at home 528, 377 
the ſtate of the Company's affairs at home in March, 1796, 
appears to have been better than in the preceding year, by 1,082,581 


— — 
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CHINA AND ST. HELENA. 


c 
The balance of the Company's commercial tranſactions at U 

China, and the value of their aſſets at St. Helena, amount, by 

No. 24, to — — 581,174 7 
By the laſt year's ſtatement they were — — 9791155 N 
| 1 
The balance is leſs, therefore, in this year, by —— 397978 g 

— 
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GENERAL COMPARATIVE VIEW or rr COMPANY's 
DEBTS and ASSETS, 1N THE LAST AND PRESENT YBAR'S 


ACCOUNTS, 


In order to combine in one view the concerns 
of the Company, both at home and abroad, that 
the Committee may be informed of the variations 
in the laſt year, in the amount of the debts and 
valuation of the aſſets, the particulars are col- 
jected into one general reſult. 


The decreaſe of debts in India, already ſtated, is 


The increaſe of debts at home — 22 
Increaſe of debts — a ER 
The increaſe of aſſets in India —  — CL. 59,665 


Increaſe of aſſets at home C. 1,610,958 
Deduct, 
Decreaſe at China and St. Helena 397,978 


Net increaſe of aſſets — — — | 
From which, dedu& the increaſe of debts — — 
The general improvement is — — — 


In former years it was obſerved, that in making up the 
ſtock accounts, owing to the conſiderable diftance, in point of 
time, between the accounts from India, and thoſe at home, 
there required a variety of corrections, in order to make them 
correſpond, In this year, however, as already remarked, the 
Indian accounts are nearly of the ſame date; and although, 
in ſome inſtances, corrections of a trifling nature may be 
required; yet there is not any occaſion to go into the parti- 
cular detail. It is ſufficient to ſtate, that the general im- 
provement juſt mentioned, is corroborated by the balances of 
che ſtock accounts. 

The balance of ſtock by computation, laſt year, was 

This year, as by No. 24, before referred to, it is 


Better this year ak 


— — 


Which, conſidering all the circumſtances attending ac- 
counts of ſuch magnitude, may be ſaid to be an accurate 
proof of the improvement I have detailed. 

Having thus explained the ſeveral ſtatements of the re- 
venues and charges, debts and aſſets of the ſettlements in 
India, together with thoſe which relate to the trade at home, 
the reſult of which exhibits ſo conſiderable an improvement 
in the ſituation of the Company's affairs, during the laſt 
year; I ſhall, in purſuance of the plan before adopted, pro- 
ceed to ſhew, how far the preſent accounts differ from the 


eſtimates formed in 1 793, as the ground-work of the arrange- 
ment between the Public and the Company. 
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491,725 
528,377, 
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1,235,993 


— — yy 


5493774 
6,734,264 


— — — — 


1,249,490 


— — — 


—— 
— 


— — 


— 


= - — —— 
WP” AC ——— 
2 1 * — 2 F — A 


— — 


4 4 ST" i 
SY . * 


—— 
09 — 


— ———— — 


wo” Ss 21 * 
* - 


— — 


— 


818 PARLIAMENTARY [Counexs, 


The accounts laid before the Houſe in the two laſt years 
have proved the remarks offered in 1793, of the probability 
of the annual ſurplus revenues exceeding the eſtimate then 
made; and the ſtatements now before the Committee, ſtill 


farther ſubſtantiate the truth of thoſe remarks; as will appear 


by the following comparison of the actual amount of the 
revenues and charges of the year 1794-5, with the amount 


ſtated in that eſtimate, 


C. fterl. 


Eftimate Actual Actual account 


Feb. 1793. 1794-5. 1794-5 better 
than eſtimate. 


Revenues of Ben- 

gal, Madras, and 

Bombay - . 6,963,625 8,026,193 more 1,062,568 
Charges of ditto 5,188,125 $5,944,445 deduct 756,320 


— — ——H— — 


Revenues more 1,775,500 2,081,743 more - 305, 243 
Supplies from Ben- 
gal to Bencoolen po, ooo 74,857 more 24,857 
Intereſt on debts 561,923 484,301 leſs 77,622 
Dedueſt 61,923 559,158 leſs than eftimate 52,765 
Net revenues 1,103,577 1,522,590 more than eſtimate 359,013 
Receipts from ſales 
of imports and 
212,177 


from certificates 359,000 562,177 more 


Surplus - L. 1,513,577 2,084,767 more than eſtimate 571, 190 


—— ꝗL— — — — — 


The ſurplus, applicable to inveſtment, or other purpoſes, 
was therefore more than the eſtimate of 1793 by 571, 190l.: 
and 1t 15 ſatisfactory to ſtate, that this ſurplus, which has ex- 
ceeded the moſt ſanguine expectations, has been followed by 
what, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, could hardly have 
been expected; for in the year 1795-6, notwithſtanding the 
influence of the war, the improved management of the 
Company's concerns is ſuch, that on an eſtimate already 
proved to be drawn up with the utmoſt caution, the amount 
expected to remain as a ſurplus, applicable to the purchaſe of 
inveſtment, is — _ — 


which ſtill exceeds the eſtimate ſormed in 1793, in the ſum 
of 281,589 l. 

The ſales at home have alſo conſiderably exceeded the 
eſtimate made in 1793, but the charges have likewiſe done 
the ſame; as will appear by the compariſon between that eſti- 
mate, and the actual amount in 1795, as in No. 20, 


1,795,165 
—— 


*. 
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RECEIPTS, Eſtimate Actual 
1793 1795-6. 


Goods ſold — L. 4,988, 300 6,19 1,894 
Profit on private trade 70,000 148,417 
Intereſt on annuities 36.227 36.227 


QT” 


5.094, 527 6,376,538 more 


PAYMENTS, 


Cuſtoms = 633,850 677,786 
Freight — 690, 670 1,250, 520 
Goods and ſtores exported 1,017, ooo 1,227,632 
Bills of exchange or bullion 644,580 913,290 
Charges merchandize 37 5,099 634,004 
Intereſt on bonds and di- 

vidends on ſtock 528,000 722,172 
Indigo contractors — — — 10, 485 
Teas purchaſed on the Continent — $4,492 


— — 


3,889,100 5,491,041 more 


817 


1,282,011 


1,601,041 | 


Surplus C. 1,205,427 885,497 leſs 


319,939 


— 


The receipts for the ſale of goods, and the profit on private 
trade, were therefore 1,282, 01 il. more than was eſtimated 
in 1793. 

The charges of cuſtoms and freight, now ſtated, will ap- 
pear to differ from the ſum inſerted in No. 23 in theſe ac- 
counts. This ariſes from a deduction made of the ſums 
charged in the firſt column of that account, for duties and 
freight on the private trade. 

The payments exceed the eſtimate of 1793 by 1, 601, 94il., 
of which 5 59,8 fol. is on account of freight and demorage, 
210,632]. for the greater amount of goods and ſtores ex- 
ported, 268,710, for bills of exchange paid more than the 
eſtimate, and 259,6641. for che increaſe of charges of mer- 
chandize, The increaſe of the dividend is alſo inſerted 
among the charges; which, as obſerved laſt year, was ex- 
pected to be defrayed from the eſtimated ſurplus of 1793. 

The reſult of this compariſon is, that deduQting the exceſs 
of receipt from the exceſs of payment, the ſurplus remaining 


is leſs than that eſtimated when the arrangement was formed, 
in the ſum of 3 6055 1 5 


It muſt be evident to the Committee, that the increaſe in 
the articles of cuſtoms, freight, and exports, muſt be cauſed, 
in a general view, by the increaſe and extenſion of the trade 
of the Company, The article of freight is alſo undoubtedly 
* increaſed by the higher rates payable on account of 
! © War, as already obſerved. To the enlargement of the 
rade, we may alſo fairly attribute the 1 in the pay- 


Var. II. | s M 
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ments of bills of exchange from India and China, more eſpe- 
cially as to the former; tor in order to procure the whole of 
the manufactures of India for the Company, to the excluſion 
of foreigners, particularly on the Coromandel coaſt, a lati- 
tude has of late been given to the Gover=zments abroad, 
for drawing bills on the Court; without this aſſiſtance, it 
might be difficult, if not impoſſible, to attain ſo deſirable 
an object. 


Having ſtated, I hope, to the ſatisfaction of the Committee, 
every circumſtance which occurred to me as neceſſary to the elucida- 
tion of the accounts now before them ; I ſhall have occaſion to 
requeſt their particular attention to a few other points, in order to 
give, candidly, my opinion of what may fairly be expected from 
the preſent ſtate of the affairs of the Eaſt-India Company, either 
in India or at home, And, in this I wiſh to be explicitly under- 
ſtood ; conceiving it to be the more neceſſary, to obviate any com- 
plaints- which might hereafter be made, that expectations were held 
out beyond what was warranted by exiſting circumſtances. | 

That there is at preſent a very conſiderable ſurplus of revenue in 
India, has been clearly demonſtrated ; and, though it is fatisfaQory 
to obſerve, that this ſurplus has reached its preſent amount in a 
progreſſive way, it becomes requiſite to apprize the Committee, not 
to reckon upon fo large a ſum for future appropriation. The ncecſ- 
ſity of this caution ariſes from two cauſes : for though the fact is, 
with regard to the revenues from Bengal of the year 1794-5, that 
there was not a ſingle itern, in which the actual accounts of that 
year had not exceeded the eſtimate, as before noticed, ſo favourable 
an event is not expected in the next and following years. The 
Committee muſt be aware, from the obſervations already made, 
that the deficiency to be expected on the revenue fide, is under the 
head of opium, which is not ſo productive a reſource as formerly; 
and though an article of commerce of courſe fluctuating, the rea- 
ſons of its failure are already aſcertained. The enlarged demand 
and profitable ſale in the few paſt years, warranted a conſiderable 
extenſion of the manufacture. The principal mart is in the iſlands 
of the Eaſtern ſeas ; this channel of trade has been interrupted in 
different ways. A conſiderable portion of the ſhipping, belonging 
to the country trade, has been. employed in other channels ; partly 
by a meaſure which will ever refle& credit on the Governments in 
India, the ſending a ſupply of rice and grain to England, at a time 
when ſerious opprehenſions were entertained of a want of ſuch aſſiſt- 
ance. The war with the Dutch muſt be conſidered as another 
reaſon of the failure, not only from the interruption of their trade, 
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but alſo from the neceſſity of taking up a number of ſhips as tranſ- 
ports. To the war, in general, muſt alſo be attributed the in- 
creaſed price of freight and inſurance ; theſe muſt add to the price 
of the commodity ; and when that price is increaſed to a certain 
rate, it becomes beyond the reach of the claſſes of the people who 
are generally the conſumers of it. More cauſes might be aſſigned; 
but it is ſtill ſatisfaQtorv to know, that the interruption of this ſource 
of revenue is only temporary, and that meaſures have been taken, 
which afford the flattering proſpect of making it again productive: 
and, at all events, it muſt afford gratification to the Committee, to 
learn that the deficiency occaſioned by the failure of the opium ſales, 
is likely to be compenſated by the increaſed produce of other arti- 
cles of revenue. | 

The revenue ſide, therefore, with the ſingle exception of opium, 
continues to wear every appearance of progreſſive and increafing 
proſperity : but, on the other hand, the charges of Bengal, and of 
the other ſettlements, will ſuſfer an addition, which muſt materially 
affect the ſurplus of the revenues of India in future. 

In my obſervations laſt year, I ſtated, at length, the claims of the 
meritorious ofticers of the Company's army, the grievances they cer- 
tainly had to complain of, as alſo the intention of forming an ar- 
rangement, on principles calculated fully to redreſs ſuch grievances. 
And, though it may not be neceſſary here to enter ſo fully and at 
large into all thoſe circumſtances, it is fill requiſite to ſtate ſome 
leading points, that the Committee may have the ſubje completely 
before them. | 

The Committee are already informed, that certain military ar- 
rangements and regulations have been ſent out to India: it therefore 
remains for me to obſerve, that theſe regulations were framed with 
all the deliberation and care, which the importance of the caſe de- 
manded ; and, though it was defirable to afford relief to the utmoſt 
extent poſſible, {till it became a part of duty and of prudence, to ꝓro- 
portion that relief to the ſtate of the funds. The redreſs of the grie- 
Vvances under which theſe deſerving men have long laboured. has 
however, been the grand and primary object of attention. The firſt 
of theſe was, the point of rank. By the conſtitution of the Com- 
pany's army, no officer, however meritorious, and however long the 
period of his ſervice, could attain a rank higher than that of colo- 
nel: this eireumſtance had long borne hard on the ſeelings of the 
officers, as it leſſened their importance, in the compariſon with 
other crcops of theſe dominions. 

The ſecond, was a circumſtance of extreme hardſhip, namely; 
the officers were deprived of all pay, wh-never they coun ©. e 
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native country, however dire the neceſſity which was the occaſion of 
that return. This, it muſt be admitted, was a meaſure, diſtreſſing 
in a peculiar degree, as it left to the brave office, who by a long 
ſeries of arduous ſervice, had injured his health, or perhaps totally 
ruined his conſtitution (without benefiting his fortune) no alterna- 
tive but that of returning home entirely unprovided for, except under 
particular cafes ; or continuing in India, and retaining his pay at 
the price of his health, until he parted with pay and life together. 

Humanity and juſtice called for a redreſs of theſe defects in the 
military ſyſtem ; and therefore ſuch regulations were eſtabliſhed as 
were judged adequate to the purpoſe, and founded upon honourable 
and jult principles. It mul? give ſatisfaction to know, that they 
were ſo received in India, by, at leaſt, the generality of thoſe whoſe 
approbation muſt be conſidered as valuable: and if, in ſo numerous 
a body, there ſhould be found a few infiances of a contrary diipoſi- 
tion, I can never bring myſelf to repent of having ſanctioned a 
meaſure, the juſtice of which I am ſo fully convinced of; nor ſhall 
any unreaſonable elamour ever induce me, for a moment, to depart 
from what I conſider to be my public duty. 

The expence attending the arrangement, muſt, of courſe, be 
very conſiderable ; and though I cannot ſtate it with accuracy, yet, 
taking it rather at a high eſtimate, it may, abroad and at home, 
amount to about 400, oool., annually, There is great reaſon to 
hope this eſtimate will not be exceeded ; but if it be as much, the 
appropriation directed by the act of 1793, of one million ſterling for 
the proviſion of inveſtment, cannot ſuffer interruption ; as the ſum 
which will ſtill remain applicable to the purpoſe, after defraying the 
whole of the charges of the different ſettlements, as well as the in- 
tereſt on the debts, is expected to be more than equal to that 
amount. 

It affords me the moſt ſincere ſatisfaction, and cannot fail of 
giving equal pleaſure to the Houſe to learn, that, notwithſtanding 
theſe circumſtances, I have it till in my power to affert, that the 
appearance of the affairs of the Eaſt-India Company, both abroad 
and at home, is moſt favourable : and this ſatisfaction is increaſed, 
by being contraſted with thoſe periods, when the deliberation Was, 
whether the Company was not in an abſolute, ſtate of bankruptcy, 
and whether any poſſible arrangement could be deviſed to fave them 
from utter ruin ? | ; 

The predictions I then ventured to make, have been all fully juſ- 
tified by the events; and the ſanguine hopes I long profeſſed to en- 
tertain (contrary to the opinion of thoſe who diſputed the correctneſs 
of the ſtatements on which they were founded) have been alſo com- 
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pletely realized. Whatever caution may be proper to be obſerved 
in ſpeaking of future events; it would be acting uncandidly towards 
the Committee, nor leſs ſo towards the public at large, if a doubt 
was ſuffered to exiſt of my opinion reſpecting the probable im- 
provement in the ſtate of affairs in India. That the proſperity 
has been hitherto progreſſive, is fully afcertained ; and there is no 
hazard in aſſerting, that there is every proſpect of this proſperity 
being yet conſiderably augmented. 

The internal tranquillity is not likely, at preſent, to ſuffer in- 
terruption : the molt friendly intercourſe exiits with all the powers 
upon the continent ; and a treaty has been concluded with the 
Rajah of Travencore, from which great advantages may be ex- 
pected. The war which agitates Europe, has not reached the Com- 
pany's poſſeſſions, nor is it likely to do fo with any ſerious effect: 
indeed, hitherto, it has been ſo far from being the caſe, that the 
molt ſplendid and valuable conqueſts have been achieved; and it 
muſt ever be the ſubje of the higheſt gratification to reflect, that 
of all the conqueſts that were ever made by this country, thoſe of 
the Cape of Good Hope, of the ifland of Ceylon, and of the Eaſtern 
iſlands, were accompliſhed at the leaſt expence of lives and 
treaſure, 

But the beſt poſſible proof of the real improvement of the coun- 
try, is to be found in its increaling population. By a minute of 
Sir John Shore, the preſent Governor General, it appears, that in 
the provinces under the immediate direction of the Bengal Govern- 
ment, this has been the caſe in a remarkable degree, from the wiſe 
and benevolent ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by a nuble Lord, the Marquis 
Cornwallis. The good effects of this ſyſiem are obſerved in the 
growing happineſs, and increafing proſperity of that country: the 
laws are mildly and juſtly adminiſtered ; ſecurity is attached to 
property; perſons are treated with reſpect; due encouragement is 
given to induſtry ; and the comfort of the people at large is ſo effee- 
tually conſulted, that the inhabitants of other countries are glad to 
quit their native abodes to partake of ſuch extenſive advantages. 
And, if there was no other circumſtance to corroborate the afſer- 
tions made, as to the increaſing population of the country, the im- 
provement of the revenue from falt, fully ſubſtantiates the fact. 
This article, which formerly was ſcarcely reckoned upon as a re- 
ſource, is now become a moſt productive one. The increaſe has 
been progreſſive, and preſent appearances warrant the concluſion 
that the profits upon it will be permanent. This is ſtated with 
the greater confidence, becauſe the preſent advantages are derived 
from an enlarged manufacture, occaſioned by an increafing demand, 
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= and not from any addition to the price, as already obſerved ; and 
the enlarged manufacture has not been brought about by compul. 
fion, as practiſed in former times. The forced ſervices of a certain 
deſcription of Molunghces, or Salt Makers, has bcen not only en- 
tirely aboliſhed ; but this claſs of induſtrious people, by late ar- 
q rangements, have been allowed to reap the whole advantage of their 
= labours, in common with others whoſe ſervices were not compul- 
ſory ; and an increaſed price has been given to both elaſſes. By 
theſe means, a conſiderable improvement in the proviſion of ſome 
diſtricts has obtained. Other modes of manufacture have likewiſe 
been attempted with ſucceſs ; and as it appears, that the manufac- 
ture in Bengal has been followed to nearly as great an extent as the 
ſalt diſtricts will admit; to prevent any apprehenſion of a failure in 
a ſupply of this great neceſſary of life, in conſequence of the in- 
creaſing number of inhabitants in the provinces, other ſources are 
opened. It has, for ſome years, been uſual to import certain quan- 
tities of ſalt from the Company's poſſeſſions in the Circars ; mea- 
ſures are now adopted for an enlarged importation from thoſe parts, 
which will not only admit the inhabitants thercof to a participation 
of ſome of the advantages accruing from the proſperity of Bengal ; 
but will operate, likewiſe, to the encouragement of commerce, by 
affording employment to the veſſels of the country trade. It has 
alſo been found expedient to allow of an importation from the Mah- 
ratta diſtricts. Having obſerved ſo much reſpecting the improve- 
ment of the ſalt revenue; it is a tribute juſtly due to merit, to bear 
teſtimony to the abilities, exertions, and integrity, of the fervants of 
the Company, which, in this department, have been very conſpi- 
cuous, not only in the extenſion of the manufacture, but alſo in an 
extraordinary degree of vigilance, whereby ſeizures, beyond any 
former example, have been made of ſalt manufactured elandeſtinely, 
or imported in defiance of the exiſting regulations. Effectual mea- 
ſures have been likewiſe adopted to prevent any illicit trade in 
future. | 

The increaſed extent of the diſtricts under the Government of 
Madras, renders it of the moſt ſerious importance, that the inhabi- 
tants ſhould partake of the ſame advantages which have been con- 
ferred upon thoſe in the Bengal provinces. Attempts have been 
made to accompliſh ſo defirable an object. As a preparatory mea- 
ſure, very material changes have taken place in the mode of admi- 
niſtering the revenues ; and it is hoped, that cre long, the minds of 
the Zemindars and Renters will be ſo enlightened, that, ſuffering 
no longer their deep-rooted prejudices to interfere with their intereſts, 
they will be enabled fully to comprehend the advantages reſulting 
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from an abſolute, fixed, and permanent right to a poſſeſſion of their 
lands, undiſturbed by the proſpect of an increaſe in their jumma or 
rent- roll. When that is once obtained, and the capacity of the 
countries ſhall be fully aſcertained ; it is not only in contemplation 
to introduce the permanent ſyſtem, as at Bengal, but alſo a ſyſtem of 
police and judicial arrangement, ſuited to the habits of the people ; 
whereby the utmoſt ſecurity will attach to perſons and property. 
Many beneficial regulations have been already made ; impoſts and 
duties, that were a tax upon induſtry, have been aboliſhed ; and 
every poſſible encouragement has been held out to the natives en- 
gaged in the manufactures, that at the ſame time the Company's in- 
veſtment is benefited, they may receive the full reward of their la- 
bours. In the Poligar countrics, to the Southward, where the in- 
habitants were under the greateſt oppreſſion from the Rajahs, the 
endeavours to ameliorate their ſituation have met with conſiderable 
ſucceſs, 

As to the preſidency of Bombay, the revenues can never be ex- 
pected to equal the expence. The poſſeſſion of the ceded countries has 
afforded conſiderable aid to the revenue; and there is every proſpect 
of improvement therein, from the ſettlements made with the Ze- 
mindars and Renters. The ſubſidy to be reccived from the Rajah 
of Travencore, as already noticed, will contribute to the future re- 
ſources; and the commercial advantages which will be derived 
from the poſſeſſion of the provinces on the Malabar coaſt, as well 
as from the terms of that treaty, cannot fail of adding to the conſe- 
quence of this preſidency. | 

The attention of the Committee is now requeſted to a few points, 
in which the domeſtic affairs are moſt particularly concerned. 
With regard to their improvement, the like ſolid ground of ſatis— 
faction is exhibited, as with reſpect to the forcign. It has appeared, 
that the ſales of the Company's goods, laſt year, even independent 
of the Dutch property captured, and the private-trade goods, ex- 
ceeded the average at which the ſales were eſtimated: the inference 
therefore is, that when the war ſhall be concluded, the ſales may be 
expected to increaſe. This idea receives conſiderable ſupport from 
the judgement of a very reſpeQable dealer in piece goods, who, 
from being the greateſt purchaſer in Europe at the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany's ſales, muſt be well verſed in the ſubject. That genileman's 
opinion is, that in time of peace, the ſales of piece goods from Ben- 
gal, the coaſt, Surat, &e. will conſiderably exceed the average of 
the three laſt years, even conſidering the firſt coſt of the goods to be 
at the ſame rate; and that when the war expenees on freights ſhall 
ceaſe, the increaſed advantages to the company will exceed one 
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million ſterling. But, as it may be aſked, why, under all this im- 
provement, the public have not enjoyed the participation promiſed 
a few years ago? the reply is, no ſuch promiſe was made abſolutely, 
and without referve. As theſe ſtatements are always faithfully re. 
ported to the public, the advantage of an appeal to them is ob. 
tained : this, in the preſent inſtance, becomes the more favourable, 
as it prevents the effects of miſrepreſentation, and enables me tc 
quote nearly the expreſs words made uſe of on that particular 
occaſion. 

« It will naturally be aſked, if the calculations I have ſubmitted 
« to the Committce will not, in a great degree, be affected by the 
“ continuance of war? Undoubtedly they will, to a certain extent; 
but I flatter myſelf, by no means to the extent which gentlemen 
« may, at firſt ſight, be apt to ſuppoſe ; for I hope, from the 
&« ſituation of the country with which we are engaged in war, that 
&« it is not likely we ſhall be much diſturbed on the Continent of 
India; and from our naval ſuperiority, I likewiſe flatter myſelt, 
e that the intereſts of the Eaſt-India Company and the public may 
« be protected from any material injury by depredations of another 
« nature.“ | 

Such were my expectations, and it cannot be denied that they 
have been realized in the event ; but the arrangements were cal- 
culated in a time of peace, and it was expreſsly declared, that the 
participation depended, in a conſiderable degree, on the continuance 
of peace; the public did, nevercheleſs, receive the half of it, in 
two different years, even in the height of the war; in the preſent 
year, indeed, nothing has been received, the reaſon of which is ob- 
vious. Although it could not be ſuppoſed that a commeree ſo ex- 
tended as that of the Eaſt- India Company, could receive protection 
from the navy, however powerful and vigilant, it has providentially 
ſo happened, that my prediction has been ſo far fulfilled, that, with 
very trivial exceptions, the Eaſt- India ſhips, both outward and home- 
ward, have ſafely reached their deſtined ports; but from the ex- 
traordinary expence of outfit, in conſequence of the war, the an- 
nual charge of freight has increaſed in no leſs a ſum than one mil- 
lion ſterling. This alone is a ſufficient excuſe for the failure of 
the Company in this part of their agreement with the public ; and 
affords a ſolid ground of expectation, that, at the return of peace, 
every arrear will be diſcharged, and the engagements will, in future, 
be fulfilled. | 

No reaſon can be aſſigned why, at the termination of war, the 
revenues of India, or the fales at home, ſhould diminiſh ; no àp- 
prchenſion need then be entertained of unfavourable events, nor diſ- 
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truſt in the value and ſtate of the Company's concerns- And al- 
though the preſent is not the time to ſtate the value of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and the late Dutch iſlands, to this country; yet, as 
it may be urged by ſome perſons, that the poſſeſſion of them would 
be productive of more injury than advantage, I have no ſeruple in 
ſaying,” that the poſſeſſion of the Cape is an advantage to the Eaſt- 
India commerce, not calily to be calculated. No rivals in this 
valuable trade can appear for many years, which there will be rea- 
ſon to dread ; nor is it likely, that any conſiderable part of it can be 
diverted to neighbouring channels. Even before the prefent war, 
the foreign companies and ſnips which traded to India were on the 
decline, and their intercourſe with that country was, in a manner, 
abſorbed and loſt in the immenſe commerce of the Britiſh Company. 
France had once ſome ſhare in the India trade ; but before ſhe can 
afrcih create trading eſtabliſhments, materials muſt be found for 
raiſing a capital, by which alone, a commerce of this nature can 
flouriſh. Holland, indeed, before it fell into its preſent calami- 
tous ſituation, had a more conſiderable ſhare in the trade to this 
quarter of the world; but her precarious reſources have been ex- 
hauſted and ruined, her ſhips captured, ſhe is without merchants or 
marine, ſo that there is little cauſe to apprehend an injurious change 
in the affairs of the Company of England, from any exertion ſhe is 
likely to be able to make for ſome time. 

The laſt point for the attention of the Committee is, the ex- 
pected deficiency of caſh on the firſt of March 1797, as by the 
eſtimate. As this is the only circumſtance that has the appearance 
of contradicting the favourable view exhibited by all the other ac- 
counts, a more particular explanation is required, in addition to 
what has been obſerved in the former part of this ſtatement : and 
the more ſo, as it becomes a duty to bring before the Committee a 
ſuggeſtion of ſome remedy. 

It has been already ſtated, that this deficiency occafions no con- 
ſiderable difference in the Company's affairs; becauſe the aſſets in 
India have been benefited, or the debts at home have been dimi- 
niſhed, in ſums, making together, nearly the amount. It might alſo 
be added, that ſome of the cauſes of this embarraſſment are of a 
temporary nature : ſo large an expenditure for buildings may not be 
expected another year; nor will ſome conſiderable payments, made 
this year, take place in future. 

Other reaſons might ſtill be adduced, in ſupport of the aſſertion, 
that the preſent deficiency of the caſh eſtimate does not at all claſh, 
either with the favourable view exhibited by the ſtatements, or with 
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pects; and it muſt appear evident, that the only inference, which 
may fairly and juſtly be drawn from the circumſtance, is, that the 
capital is not in proportion to the extent of the trade; for if that ca. 
pital was, in 1793, not more than ſufficient, it mult be completely 
inadequate on the preſent enlarged ſcale of the commerce. 

That an inereaſing trade requires an increaſed capital, cannot be 
denied ; and if the prudence or propriety of extending that trade, 
at the riſk of adding to the capital at the preſent moment, is dil. 
puted, on account of the diſadvantageous mode in which money can 
be raiſed, when compared with a time of peace; the anſwer is, that 
as all competition with the Company, in the oriental trade, has 
been nearly annihilated by the circumſtances of the war, and other 
cauſes, it would not have been wiſe to have deferred for a moment, 
the taking advantage of ſuch favourable and concurring events, in 
order to bring the riches of the Ganges and of Canton to the 
Thames. It therefore remains to propoſe ſome method of ſupply- 
ing the preſent deficiency, and enabling the Company to eſtabliſh 
themſelves in the ſuperiority obtained in the trade to the Eaſt, 
They are already allowed, by an act of Parliament, to circulate 
bonds to the amount of three millions ſterling ; but the advantage 
accruing to the buyers at the ſales by paying them in, has operated, 
and is likely to continue to operate, very prejudieially to the Com- 
pany's intcreſt, The bond debt is now reduced to little more than 
a million : it is therefore neither prudent nor creditable, to riſk the 
means of ſupporting ſo extenfive a commercial concern, on a fund 
ſo precarious in its nature. An ifſue of bonds, to the amount of 
one million, has been propoſed, but cannot be deemed cligible ; 
becauſe they may be returned at times when great inconveniences 
to the caſh concerns might reſult therefrom : if, however, an addi- 
tional circulation of bonds, to the amount of 500,0001., ſhould 
abſolutely be required, as a preſent ſupply ; the neceſſity alone, of 
the meaſure, will induce an approval of it. 

It is the duty of the Eaſt- India Company, as a body corporate, 
permitted by the public to hold a monopoly of a certain valuable 
branch of trade, and as a body conſulting their own intereſt, to 
2dopt the moſt efficient and moſt certain method which can be de- 
viſed, to ſecure to themſclves, upon a permanent baſis, the advantages 
which they are in poſſeſſion of, by the extenſion of their commerce, 
even if they did not ſuſtain any immediate preſſure. 

The plan which, in every point of view, appears the moſt ac- 
ceptable, is an addition to the capital ſtock, to the amount of two 
millions, at ſuch periods, and in ſuch proportions only, as the im- 
mediate neceſlity may require; on account of the inferior price o 
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hich the ſtock at this time, compared with the price in the laſt year of 
t the peace. By this means, the Company will be relieved from having 
t ea- recourſe to the ifſue of bonds, and the diſadvantages their credit is 
tely expoſed to, from the diſcount upon them, as well as from the incon- 


veniencics ariſing from their being pqured in at the ſales ; this, in- 
deed, is an object ſo deſirable, that I ſhould have recommended an 
augmentation of the permanent capital, if the preſent circumſtances 
had not required it. 
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Page 66, line 2 from the bottom, for 7hrown down, ſay thrown from, 
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—- 732, line 2 from the bottom, add a comma after tax, 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME, 


WS > 
"6 
* 
% 
* 
. 
* 
* o 
* 


* 


nd. ack 


—— — — - 


——̈——ᷣ— — 


— 


— 


—— —— 


» 


. a CONT 2 — 2 — — — — — — — 


0 *- * 2. — ST — — LLC — —— — 


